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OF 
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AND  NOW  REPUBLISHED  FOR  THE  SPECIiU^  AND  COMMON  GOOD 
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'  0  blessed  Is  be  tbat  prudently  attendetU  to  tbe  poor  -weaklmg." 

Psalm  xlL  2. 
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PREFATOEY    NOTICE. 


The  "Apology"  was  published  originally  in  Latin,  under 
the  title  of  "  Apologia  justa  et  necessaria  quonindam 
Christianorum,  seque  contumeliose  ac  communiter  dicto- 
rum  Brownistarum  sive  Barrowistarum,  per  Johannem 
BoBiNSONUM,  Anglo-Leidenensem,  suo  et  Ecclesia  nomine, 
cui  prseficitur  Psal.  xli.  2,  Beatus,  qui  attendit  ad  attenu- 
atum.  Anno  Domini  1619."  It  was  subsequently  translated 
into  English,  by  Mr.  Eobinson  himself,  for  more  general 
circulation  among  the  English,  both  in  his  native  land  and 
in  the  United  Provmces.  In  no  edition,  either  of  the  Latin 
or  English,  has  a  preface  been  found.  The  "  Apolog}^"  was 
intended  to  justify  the  occasional  intercommunion  between 
the  members  of  Mr.  Eobinson  s  church  and  those  of  the 
Belgian  churches,  and  also  to  exhibit  the  peculiar  opinions 
and  practices  of  the  Separatists,  in  distinction  from  those 
of  the  churches  around  them.  The  Independents  were 
calumniousl}^  reported  to  have  repudiated  baptism,  aban- 
doned an  "  Ecclesiastical  Ministrye,"  departed  from  the 
faith  respecting  the  "  Veiy  Trinitie,"  and  conducted  them- 
selves so  obnoxiously  to  the  magistrates,  as  to  render  it 
necessary  that  they  should  seek  "some  faiT  parte  of  the 
world  to  settle  in."  They  were  also  charged  with  con- 
sj^iring  to  undennine  the  established  religion  in  the  land 
of  their  exile.  These  calumnies  are  refuted  rather  by  im- 
plication than  argument.  The  work  contains  a  clear  and 
manly  statement  of  the  religious  principles  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  Independents  of  that  day,  between  Avhom  and 
the  modern  Congregationalists  there  appear  to  be  some 
shades  of  difference  in  ecclesiastical  arrangements  and 
usages;  but  in  all  essential  principles  they  are  manifestly 
one. 

The  work  may  be  read  with  equal  interest  and  profit  by 
the  descendants  of  the  pilgrim  fathers,  as  by  their  venerable 
predecessors. 
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JUST  AND  NECESSARY  APOLOGY. 


**  The  crime  of  heresy  none  ought  patiently  to  endure," 
said  Jerome  of  old;'?--  and  that  not  without  cause,  for 
whereas  in  other  accusations,  either  a  man's  goods,  or 
good  name,  or  bodily  life,  at  the  most,  is  endangered;  in 
this,  the  life  of  the  soul,  which  faith  is,  cometh  in  question. 

But  well  it  is  for  the  servants  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  they 
have  him,  their  gracious  Lord  and  Saviour,  for  then-  Judge, 
by  whose  alone  judgment,  notwithstanding  all  men's  preju- 
dices, they  shall  stand  or  fall  for  ever.  And,  if  any  others 
anywhere,  surely  I,  and  they  with  me,  have  need  to  get  this 
divine  comfort  deeply  printed  in  our  hearts;  whose  pro- 
fession gives  occasion  to  many,  as  doth  our  condition 
liberty  unto  all,  to  spare  no  severity  of  censure  upon  us. 

Four  sorts  of  heavy  friends  we  have  found  and  felt,  in 
sorrowful  experience,  wheresoever  we  have  become.  The 
first  whereof  is  the  unhallowed  multitude,  who  living  with- 
out God  in  tlie  world;  and  walking  themselves  perversely, 
and  in  the  works  of  darkness,  Johniii.  19,  cannot  but  hate, 
as  the  light  itself,  so  all  tliose,  who  have  received  grace  of 
God,  to  walk  therein  with  good  conscience.  And  as  the 
apostles,  in  their  days,  were  everwhere  most  vexed  witli 
the  hatred  of  the  unbelieving  Jews,  their  own  countrymen; 
so  are  we  by  the  like  of  ours  like-minded.  Of  whom  wliilst 
the  most  do  want  their  country  for  causes  so  unlike  unto 
♦  Hieron.  ad  Pamach, 
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ours,  no  marvel  though  there  be  no  better  concurrence  of 
either  affection  or  action  between  us. 

The  second  is  of  them,  who  are  enamoured  on  that 
Romish  hierarchy,  as  on  a  stately  and  potent  lady.  Against 
which,  and  for  the  holy  presbyterial  government,  as  Christ's 
institution  by  his  apostles,  whilst  we  do  in  word  and  deed, 
give  a  free  and  full  testimony;  alas!  with  how  many,  and 
how  great  waves  of  affliction,  are  we  overwhelmed  by  their 
hatred  and  power!  Demetrius  of  Ephesus,  with  his  silver- 
smiths, was  of  all  other  men,  to  the  apostle  Paul,  opposing 
himself  to  the  majesty  of  Diana,  and  their  profit  withal,  the 
most  infestuous.*  And  who  will  marvel,  if  we  nothing 
obsequious  to  the  hierarchical  Diana,  in  herself,  magnifi- 
cent enough,  and  enough  advantageable  unto  hers,  be 
abominable  unto  this  kind  of  people,  above  all  others,  even 
atheists,  papists  and  most  flagitious  persons  not  excepted, 
whom  they  have  devout  enough  and  over,  unto  that  god- 
dess. 

A  third  kind  is  of  those,  who  so  sendlely  inbondage  them- 
selves, and  their  consciences,  either  to  the  edicts  of  princes, 
or  to  the  detemiinations  of  certain  doctors,  or  to  both  these 
jointly;  as  that  they  think  nothing  well  done  in  case  of 
religion,  which  either  these  teach  not,  or  they  command 
not:  and  on  the  other  side,  almost  anything  warrantable, 
which  is  commended  by  the  one  of  them,  or  commanded 
by  the  other.  And  as  of  these  some  are  so  transported 
with  waspish  zeal,  as  they  can  scarcely  without  a  fit  of  an 
ague,  either  speak  to,  or  think  of  him,  who  a  little  steps 
out  of  their  troad;f  so  others  of  them  are  so  cunning,  and 
wot  so  well  how  to  make  their  market,  that  though  they 
be  indeed  almost  like-minded  mth  us  in  all  things,  yet  do 
they  vehemently  affect  unchristian  enmity  with  us:  not 
because  they  themselves  judge  us  so  deseiwing ;  but  others, 
whom  therein  they  think  it  a  point  of  their  wisdom  to 
gratify. 

The  fourth,  and  last  sort  are  they,  who,  through  credulity 
and  lightness  of  belief,  have  their  ears  open  to  the  false  and 
feigned  suggestions  of  slanderous  tongues.  These  men 
whilst  they  are  over  good  and  easy  towards  the  evil  and 
injurious,  unto  whom  they  give  credence,  become  injurious 
*  Troublesome.  f  Tread  or  footsteps. 
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themselves  to  the  good  and  innocent:  though,  in  truth,  it 
be  hard  to  say,  unto  which  of  three  they  do  the  greatest 
wrong:  whether  to  their  brethren,  of  whom  they  cause- 
lessly conceive  amiss,  whilst  either  they  greedily,  devour, 
or  easily  receive  such  false  reports,  and  vituperies,  as  veno- 
mous tongues  spit  out  against  them :  or  to  their  o^vn  souls, 
which  they  thereby  make  accessoiy  to  others'  malice :  or  to 
the  calumniators  themselves,  whom  they  put  in  heart  to  go 
boldly  on  in  reproaching  the  innocent,  whilst  they  know, 
where  to  find  receivers  for  their  slanders,  as  do  thieves  for 
their  stolen  goods. 

Now,  alas,  what  sufficient  bulwark  of  defence  have  we 
(poor  people)  to  oppose  unto  the  violence  of  so  many,  and 
mighty  adversaries  ?  First,  and  most,  as  a  brazen  wall,  our 
conscience  before  God,  and  men  (so  far  as  human  fi-ailty 
will  permit)  pm-e,  and  unstained.  Next,  thine  equanimity 
joined  with  wisdom,  godly  and  Christian  reader,  for  whose 
cause  we  have  penned  and  published  this  our  just  and 
necessary  defence:  lest  being  circumvented  by  prejudice, 
thou  mayest  happen  "  to  hate  that  w^hereof  thou  art  igno- 
rant:" than  which  nothing  m  Tertullian's  judgment,  "is 
more  unjust,  no  not  though  the  thing  in  itself  justly  deserve 
hatred. "=!=  By  this  we  do  earnestly  crave,  that,  as  thou 
safely  mayest,  so  thou  wilt  ingenuously  pass  sentence  upon 
us  and  our  profession,  and  not  by  the  unsavoury  reports, 
either  in  word  or  writing,  of  our  adversaiies  whomsoever: 
who  do  most  commonly  take  liberty  to  suggest  against  us 
(underlings),  not  what  in  tnith  and  conscience  they  should, 
but  what  either  fame  reporteth,  or  ignorance  suspecteth,  or 
malice  inventeth,  or  proud  contempt  deems  suiting  with 
our  meanness  and  simplicity. 

Two  opprobries  (amongst  others  infinite)  have  been  of 
late  by  our  adversaries  cast  upon  us;  by  which  we  ai'e  not 
only  occasioned,  but  after  a  sort  necessitated  to  the  pub- 
lishing of  this  om-  Apology:  lest  by  not  refuting  such 
criminations,  "  so  great  and  grievous,"  we  should  seem  to 
acknowledge  a  crime,  as  Cyprian  speaketh.f  The  former, 
by  some  of  those,  who  in  our  own  country,  are  reputed  the 
chief  masters  and  patrons  both  of  religion  and  truth;  by 
whom  there  hath  been,  not  a  fiying  bruit;  spread  amongst 

*  Tertul.  Apol.  advers.  Gentes,  f  Cypr.  tract,  cont.  Demet. 

I  Report. 
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the  multitude,  but  a  solemn  accusation  to  them  in  special 
authority,  framed  against  us :  First,  that  we  (lewd  Brown- 
ists)  do  refuse,  and  reject  one  of  the  sacraments  :  secondly, 
that  we  have  amongst  us  no  ecclesiastical  ministry,  but  do 
give  liberty  to  every  mechanical  person  to  preach  publicly 
in  the  church.  Thirdly,  that  we  are  in  error  about  the 
very  Trinity.  Fourthly  and  lastly,  that  being  become  so 
odious  to  the  magistrates  here,  as  that  we  are  by  violence 
to  be  driven  the  country,  we  are  now  constrained  to  seek 
some  other,  and  far  part  of  the  world  to  settle  in. 

The  other  contumely  is  in  a  Dutch  rhyme  without  name, 
framed  it  may  be,  and  as  commonly  it  comes  to  pass,  "  be- 
tween the  cup  and  the  wall,"  as  saith  the  proverb.  This 
ballad-maker  comparing  the  received  religion  in  the  Dutch 
churches  to  a  tree :  the  sectaries  in  the  country,  of  which 
he  nameth  not  a  few,  to  certain  beasts  endeavouring  this 
tree's  ruin,  and  overthrow,  likens  the  Brownists  to  a  little 
worm,  gnawing  at  the  root  thereof;  and  not  having  less 
will,  but  less  power  to  hurt,  than  the  residue.  We  are 
indeed  worms  and  not  men,  the  reproach  of  men,  and  de- 
spised of  the  people.  Psalm  xxii.  6,  whom  high  and  low, 
and  all  that  will,  may,  without  danger,  tread  and  trample 
under  foot. 

But  to  give  thee  satisfaction.  Christian  and  indifferent 
reader,  whosoever  thou  art,  that  choosest  rather  to  take 
knowledge  of  men's  innocency,  than  to  condemn  the  same 
unknown;  and  that  it  may  ajopear  unto  thee,  how  alike 
unhonest  our  adversaries  are  in  their  accusations,  though 
of  unlike  condition  in  themselves,  we  do  profess  before 
God  and  men,  that  such  is  our  accord  in  the  case  of 
religion,  with  the  Dutch  reformed  churches,  as  that  we  are 
ready  to  subscribe  to  all  and  every  article  of  faith  in  the 
same  church,  as  they  are  laid  down  in  the  Harmony  of 
Confessions  of  Faith,  pubhshed  in  their  name:  and  one 
only  particle  (and  the  same  not  of  the  greatest  weight)  in 
the  sixth  article,  touching  the  Scriptures,  being  con- 
veniently intei-preted,  and  conformably  to  itself,  and  the 
general  judgment  of  the  learned  amongst  them. 

The  scope  of  the  article  is,  as  appears  in  the  margin,  to 
distinguish  between  the  books  canonical  and  apocryphal, 
as  they  are  called.     Touching  which  apocryphal  notwith- 
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standing  it  is  judged,  and  affirmed,  that  they  may  be 
read  in  the  church.  Which  if  it  be  meant  of  their  pri- 
vate reading  by  the  members  of  the  chm'ch,  we  willingly 
assent:  if  of  public,  pastoral,  and  ecclesiastical  reading,  we 
are  indeed  otherwise  minded :  neither  admit  we  any  other 
books  to  that  dignity  in  the  church,  than  such  as  were 
penned  by  the  "holy  men  of  God,  moved  by  the  Holy 
Ghost."  2  Pet.  i.  21.  And  as  the  apostle  James  testified 
of  the  Jews,  that  '*  they  had  Moses  read  in  the  synagogue 
every  Sabbath  day,"  Acts  xv.  21 :  so  we  think  it  sufficient 
for  the  Christian  assemblies,  that  with  Moses,  Christ,  that 
is,  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  be  joined  with  the  Old, 
and  they  alone  be  read. 

Neither  need  we  seek  further,  or  for  other  arguments  to 
confirm  our  opinion,  than  the  article  itseK  affordeth  us. 
The  words  thereof  are  these : — 

Moreover,  we  put  a  difi'erence  between  the  holy  writ- 
ings and  those  which  they  call  apocr^^hal,  to  wit,  so  as 
the  apocryphal  may  indeed  be  read  in  the  church,  and  that 
it  may  be  lawful  to  take  instructions  from  them,  so  far 
forth  as  they  agree  with  the  canonical  books:  but  such  at 
no  hand  is  their  authority,  or  firmness,  that  upon  their 
testimony  any  doctrine  of  faith  and  Christian  religion  may 
be  founded,  much  less  that  they  have  force  to  infringe  or 
weaken  the  others'  authority.* 

And  first,  If  the  apocryphal  books  be  publicly  read  in 
the  church,  as  well  as  the  canonical,  the  difference  which 
in  word  is  professed,  seems  indeed  by  this  so  reading 
them,  to  be  taken  away:  since  the  selfsame  religious  act, 
viz.  public  reading,  is  performed  about  the  one  and  other, 
although  not  altogether  to  the  same  end.  And  if  public 
reading  of  the  canonical  Scriptures  be  commanded  of  God 
in  his  worship,  either  tiie  reading  of  these  apociyphal 
books  is  a  part  of  God's  worship  also,  (wiiich  the  Belgie 
churches  do  not  believe)  or  else  they  must  be  unlawful  to 
be  read  publicly  in  the  church,  especially  coming  together 
for  that  only  end  of  worshipping  God.  Publicly,  I  say;  for 
the  private  reading  of  them,  as  of  other  books,  comes  not 
under  the  respect  of  worship  properly,  but  of  an  act  and 

♦  Harmony  of  Confess,  Art.  6,  of  the  Script.  Conf.  Belg.,  p.  11 
New  Edition.     By  Rev.  Peter  HaU,  M.A. 
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exercise  preparative  unto  worship,  as  both  lawyers  and 
divines  speak. 

Secondly,  In  this  very  article,  the  canonical  books,  as 
opposed  to  the  apocijphal,  are  called  holy  writings.  The 
apocryphal  then  are  not  holy,  as  not  being  hallowed  to 
this  end,  that  is  not  commanded  of  God  in  the  holy  writ- 
ings of  the  prophets  and  apostles.  Now  what  have  the 
holy  assemblies  to  do,  especially  convening,  and  meeting 
together  for  the  solemn  worship  of  God,  and  exercising 
themselves  in  the  same,  vnth  books  not  holy,  that  is,  not 
hallowed,  or  enjoined  of  God,  for  his  most  holy  semce? 

Thirdly,  Seeing  these  books  are  apocryphal,  that  is,  hid- 
den and  concealed,  their  very  name  may  put  them  in  mind 
of  their  duty  in  concealing  themselves  within  the  vail  of 
privacy.  And  surely  no  small  immodesty  it  is  in  them, 
which  ought  to  contain  themselves  in  private  use  and 
entertainment,  thus  boldly  to  press  into  public  assembly. 
They  must  therefore  change  either  their  names  or  their 
manners;  as  women  by  their  sex,  so  they  by  their  name, 
well  expressing  their  nature,  are  inhibited  all  liberty  of 
speaking  in  the  church. 

I  add,  and  conclude  out  of  our  countrj^man  Hugh 
Broughton,*  that  those  apoci-j^hal  books  are  so  stuffed 
with  trifles,  fables,  lies,  and  superstitions  of  all  sorts,  that 
the  middle  place  between  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  as 
ill  becomes  them,  as  it  would  do  a  Turkish  slave,  and 
leper,  between  two  the  noblest  princes  of  all  Europe. 

But  to  return  whence  I  digressed.  Seeing  that,  as  ap- 
pears in  the  Preface,  the  intention  of  the  Belgic  churches 
was,  as  in  divulging  their  confession,  to  render  a  reason  of 
the  hope  which  is  in  them,  and  plainly  to  make  known 
their  persuasion  in  the  matter  of  faith;  so  also  in  publish- 
ing the  Harmony  of  Confessions,  to  give  all  men  to  under- 
stand, and  take  knowledge  of  that  most  near  conjunction 
which  they  have  with  the  sacred  and  truly  catholic  church 
of  God,  and  all  the  holy  and  sound  members  thereof:!  by 
what  right,  or  rather  injury,  could  we  be  excluded  from  the 
fellowship  of  the  same  churches,  who  do  far  better  accord, 
and  have  greater  congruity  with  them  in  the  mattei'  of  faith 

*  Works,  1652,  p,  657. 

t  Preface  to  the  Harm,  of  Confess.,  p.  31.    Hall's  Edition. 
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and  religion,  than  the  greatest  part  of  those,  whose  con- 
fessions they  do  puMish  to  the  view  of  all  men,  as  the 
cognisance  and  badges  of  their  Clmstian  consociation? 
And  with  what  conscience  of  a  Christian,  or  rather  licen- 
tiousness of  a  rh}Tner,  could  that  adversary  traduce  us  to 
the  world,  as  endeavouring  the  ruin  of  the  reformed 
churches  ? 

But,  perhaps,  that  which  may  be,  is  suspected  to  be  by 
some,  which  also  the  false  accuser  doth  insinuate  in  his 
libel  against  us,  and  that,  what  in  word  w^e  profess,  we 
deny  in  deed ;  and  what  we  would  seem  to  build  with  our 
tongues,  we  do,  as  it  were,  with  our  hands  i^ull  doAMn.  K 
so  it  be,  and  that  indeed  we  be  found  to  be  such,  I  do 
freely  confess,  that  no  censure  upon  us  can  be  too  severe, 
no  hatred  more  grievous  than  we  do  deseiwe. 

Now  the  guilt  of  this  evil  must  cleave  unto  our  fingers,  if 
at  all,  one  of  these  two  ways,  either  in  regard  of  ourselves, 
or  of  the  reformed  churches.  For  ourselves,  and  our  course 
of  life,  for  necessity  compelleth,  as  it  were  foolishly  to 
babble  out  that,  wherein  modesty  persuadeth  silence,  and 
how  we  converse  with  God,  and  men,  whether  puMicly  in 
the  church,  or  privately  in  the  family,  we  refuse  not,  by 
the  gi'ace  of  God  bestowed  upon  frail  creatures,  labouring 
of  the  same  human  infirmities  wdth  other  men,  the  search 
and  censure  of  our  most  bitter  adversaries,  if  not  destitute 
of  all,  both  honesty  and  wisdom. 

Touching  the  refoiTiied  churches,  what  more  shall  I  say? 
We  account  them  the  true  churches  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
both  profess  and  practise  communion  with  them  in  the 
holy  things  of  God,  what  in  us  lieth  ;  their  sermons  such 
of  ours  frequent,  as  understand  the  Dutch  tongue  ;  the 
sacraments  we  do  administer  unto  their  known  members, 
if  by  occasion  any  of  them  be  present  with  us  ;  their  dis- 
tractions, and  other  evils  we  do  seriously  bewail,  and  do 
desire  from  the  Lord  their  holy  and  firm  peace. 

But  hapl}^  it  will  be  objected,  that  we  are  not  like- 
minded  with  them  in  all  things,  nor  do  approve  of  sundry 
practices  in  use  amongst  them,  if  not  by  public  institution, 
which  it  seems  they  want,  yet  by  almost  miiversal  consent, 
and  uniform  custom.  I  grant  it ;  neither  doubt  I,  but  that 
there    are   many   godly,    and  prudent   men   in  the  same 
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churches,  who  also  dislike  in  effect  the  things  which  we 
do:  and  amongst  other  things,  this  malapert  and  un- 
bridled boldness  of  unskilful  men,  who  make  it  a  very 
May-game  to  pass  most  rash  censm^e  upon  the  faith,  and 
so  by  consequence,  upon  the  eternal  salvation  of  their 
brethren,  and  to  impeach  their  credit,  whom  they  neither 
do,  nor  perhaps  willingly  would  know:  lest  that  which 
they  lust  to  condemn  unknown,  they  should  be  constrained 
to  allow,  if  they  once  knew  it :  and  withal  to  disallow  that, 
into  which  they  themselves  have  been  led  formerly  by 
common  error  of  the  times.  Which  malady  is  also  so 
frequent,  and  ordinary,  as  that  it  may  truly  be  said  of 
many,  that  they  then  think  themselves  most  acceptable 
unto  God,  when  they  can  make  their  brethren,  differing 
from  them  in  some  smaller  matters,  most  odious  unto 
men.  This  raging  plague  except  the  Lord  God  in  mercy 
assuage,  and  bend  the  minds  of  godly,  and  modest  men, 
the  ministers  of  his  Word,  to  put  to  then-  helping  hand 
that  way,  it  will  without  all  doubt,  come  to  pass,  which 
God  forbid,  that  the  multitude  of  Christians  will  come  to 
judge  of  their  estate  with  the  Lord,  not  so  much  by  the 
Christian  virtues,  which  themselves  indeed  have,  as  which 
they  imagine  others  want. 

But  that  it  may  appear  unto  thee.  Christian  reader,  where- 
in we  do  dissent  from  the  Dutch  reformed  churches,  and 
upon  what  grounds  :  and  that  none  may  take  occasion  of 
suspicion,  that  the  things  are  either  greater,  or  more 
absurd,  for  which  those  hateful  Brownists  are  had  by  many 
in  such  detestation,  than  indeed  and  truth  they  are,  I  will 
briefly,  as  I  can,  present  unto  thy  Christian  view  either  all, 
or  the  most,  and  our  greatest  differences,  with  the  grounds 
thereof. 


CHAPTER  I. 

OF  THE  LARGENESS  OF  CHURCHES. 

And  first,  it  is  evident,  that  the  most,  especially  city 
churches,  are  so  great  and  populous,  as  that  two  or  three 
divers  temples  are  not  sufficient  for  one  and  the  same 
church  to  meet  in  at  once.  We  on  the  contrary,  so  judge, 
that  no  particular  chmxh  under  the  New  Testament,  ought 
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to  consist  of  more  members  than  can  meet  together  m 
one  place  ;  because, 

1.  The  Holy  Scriptm-es  speaking  definitely  of  the  poli- 
tical, or  ministerial,  commonly  called,  visible  church,  insti- 
tuted by  Christ,  and  his  apostles,  by  his  power,  understand 
none  other  than  one  congregation  convening,  and  coming 
together,  ordinary  at  least,  in  one  place.  Matt,  xviii.  17, 
20,  ''gathered  together  in  my  name:"  with  1  Cor.  v.  4, 
"when  you  are  come  together."  Acts  ii.  44,  ''All  that 
believed  were  together  :"  and  chap.  v.  12,  "  They  were  aU 
with  one  accord  in  Solomon's  porch."  Also  chap.  vi.  2,  5 ; 
xiii.  1,  2  ;  xiv.  23,  27 ;  xv.  4,  22,  25 ;  Titus  i.  5.  So 
1  Cor.  xi.  2i),  "When  ye  therefore  come  together  in  one," 
to  wit,  place,  not  mind,  as  some  conceit,  for  from  that  the 
Connthians  were  too  far :  and  lastly,  chap.  xiv.  23,  "If  the 
whole  church  come  together  into  some  place." 

2.  There  is  then  had  the  most  full,  and  perfect  commu- 
nion of  the  body  in  the  holy  things  of  God,  which  is  the 
next  and  immediate  end  of  the  visible  church,  when  all 
the  members  thereof  do  convene,  and  assemble  together 
in  some  one  place,  Acts  ii.  42  ;  Heb.  x.  25.  And  if  nature, 
as  philosophers  teach,  ever  intend  that  which  is  most  per- 
fect, much  more,  gi-ace.  Now  that  the  chmxh,  commonly 
called  visible,  is  then  most  truly  visible  indeed,  when  it  is 
assembled  in  one  place  ;  and  the  communion  thereof  then 
most  full,  and  entire,  when  all  its  members  inspired,  as  it 
were,  with  the  same  presence  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  do  from 
the  same  pastor,  receive  the  same  provocations  of  gi-ace,  at 
the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  place  :  when  they  all  by 
the  same  voice,  "  banding  as  it  were  together,"*  do  with 
one  accord  pour  out  their  prayers  unto  God  :  when  they 
all  participate  of  one,  and  the  same  holy  bread,  1  Cor. 
X.  17;  and  lastly,  when  they  all  together  consent  unani 
mously,  either  in  the  choice  of  the  same  officer,  or  cen- 
suring of  the  same  offender,  no  man  admitting  a  due 
thought  of  things,  can  make  doubt  of. 

3.  We  have  the  apostle  Paul  giving  it  in  charge  to  the 
elders  of  every  particular  chm^ch,  as  was  that  of  Ephesus, 
"  that  they  take  heed  unto  all  the  flock,  whereof  the  Holy 
Ghost  made   them  bishops,"  or  overseers,  "to  feed  the 

*  Tertul.  Apol.  cap.  3S. 
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ehurch  of  God,  which  he  hath  purchased  with  his  own 
blood."  Acts  XX.  17,  28.  But  surely,  as  that  flock  is 
very  inordinate,  if  not  monstrous,  which  for  the  largeness 
thereof,  neither  ever  doth,  nor  possibly  can  feed  together ; 
so  that  shepherd  of  the  Lord's  flock  seemeth  not  aright, 
and  as  he  ought,  to  fulfil  his  charge,  which  doth  not  at  the 
least,  every  Lord's  day,  minister  unto  the  same,  the  whole- 
some food  of  God's  Word.  Add  hereunto,  that  in  these 
huge  and  vast  flocks,  the  governors  cannot  take  knowledge 
of  the  manners  of  the  people,  private  or  public ;  no,  nor  so 
much  as  of  their  presence  at,  or  absence  from  the  church 
assemblies  ;  whereby  what  damage  cometh  unto  true  piety, 
any  man  may  easily  conjecture,  and  miserable  experience 
makes  too  manifest  in  the  reformed  churches.  I  conclude 
therefore,  since,  as  Junius  saith,  "  it  concerneth  the  pastor 
thoroughly  to  know  the  church  committed  unto  him,  the 
persons,  their  works. and  courses,  without  the  knowledge  of 
which  things,  he  shall  profit  them  no  more  than  a  tinkling 
cymbal,"  (fec.,'-^  that  it  were  a  point  of  good  provision  both  for 
the  conscience  of  the  officers,  and  edification  of  the  people, 
.that  a  division  were  made  of  the  city  churches,  which  by 
continual  accession  of  members,  are  thus  grown  out  of 
kind,  into  difi'erent,  and  distinct  congregations,  under  their 
.certain,  and  distinct  pastors,  and  elders. 

If  any  object,  that  there  is  one  visible,  and  catholic 
church,  comprehending  as  the  parts  thereof,  all  the  parti- 
cular churches,  and  several  congregations  of  divers  places  ; 
as.  there  is  one  ocean,  or  sea,  diversely  called,  according  to 
the  divers  regions  by  whose  shores  it  passeth  ;  and  that 
therefore  this  matter  is  not  worth  labour  spending  about 
.it,  I  answer,  first,  that  the  catholic  church  neither  is,  nor 
.  can  be  called  visible  :  since  only  things  singular  are  visible, 
and  discerned  by  sense:  whereas  universals,  or  things 
catholic,  are  either  only  in  the  understanding,  as  some  are 
of.mind;  or  as  otliers  think  better,  are  made  such,  to  Avit,  uni- 
versals, by  the  understanding  abstracting  from  them  all  cir- 
cumstantial  accidents,  considering  that  the  kinds  intelligible 
have  their  existence  in  nature,  that  is  in  the  individuals.! 

*  J-anius  Eccl.  Kb.  i.  cap.  2.  c.    i-      j 

•t  Sadeel.  adv..  Tur.  in  sohit.  2.  SyUog.  in  Matt,  xviii.  Scalig.  de 
Subtil.  Exer.  307.      . 
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2.  The  catholic  church,  with  due  reverence  unto 
learned  men  be  it  spoken,  is  very  unskilfully  said  to  be 
onfe,  as  the  sea  is  one.  For,  first,  it  is  expressly  said, 
Gen.  i.  9,  10,  that  the  waters  which  were  under  the 
heavens,  were  gathered  into  one  place,  or  conceptacle, 
which  God  called  sea,  or  seas.  But  the  catholic  church, 
which  is  said  to  comprehend  all  particular  congregations 
in  her  bosom,  is  not  gathered  together  into  one  place,  nor 
ever  shall  be,  before  the  glorious  coming  of  Christ.  2. 
The  ocean  is  a  body  so  continued,  as  that  all  and  every 
part  thereof  is  continually  fluent,  so  as  the  selfsame 
waters,  which  in  their  flux  do  make  one  sea,  do  in  their 
reflux  by  contrary  winds,  make  another,  and  so,  contrari- 
wise. But  thus  to  affirm  of  particular  churches,  and  theh^ 
material  constitutive  cause,  were  most  absurd.  3.  If  some 
one  particular  sea  were  drawn  dry,  or  should  fail  his 
course,  a  disturbance  of  all  the  rest  would  necessarily 
follow  ;  but  and  if  the  sea  should  in  divers  places  at  once 
happen  to  be  exhausted,  or  dra^^ni  dry,  there  would  then 
be  a  failing  of  the  ocean  :  neither  were  the  waters  now 
gathered  into  one  j)lace,  neither  made  they  one  sea,  and 
body  of  water,  either  continued  or  conjoined.  But  now, 
on  the  other  side,  uj^on  the  defection,  or  dissipation  of  this 
or  that  particular  chui'ch,  no  such  impediment  should 
come  in  the  way,  but  that  the  rest  might  hold  their  full 
coui'se,  as  before.  Yea,  I  add  moreover,  if  all  and  eveiy 
particular  assembly  in  the  world  should  languish,  and  fall 
away,  one  only  excepted,  that  only  one  did  still  remain 
the  true  and  entire  church  of  Christ,  without  any  either 
subordination,  or  co-ordination,  or  dependency  sjDiritual, 
save  unto  Christ  alone.  The  reason  is  plain,  because  this 
singular  and  sole  assembly  may,  under  Christ  the  head, 
use  and  enjoy  eveiy  one  of  his  institutions :  the  commu- 
nion of  saints  combined  together  in  solemn,  and  saci-ed 
covenant,  the  Word  of  God,  sacraments,  censures^  and 
ministrations  whatsoever  by  Christ  appointed,  and  there- 
with, the  same  Christ's  most  gracious  presence. 

And  upon  this  ground  it  is,  that  the  apostle  Paul  doth 
entitle  the  particular  congregation,  which  was  at  Corinth, 
and  which  properly,  and  immediately  he  did-  instruct,  and 
admonish,    ''the  body  of  Christ,"  "the  temple  of  God," 
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and  one  "  virgin  espoused  to  one  husband  Christ."  1  Cor. 
xii.  27  ;  2  Cor.  vi.  10  ;  xi.  2.  We  may  not  therefore  under 
pretence  of  antiquity,  unity,  human  prudence,  or  any 
colour  whatsoever,  remove  the  ancient  bounds  of  the  visible 
and  ministerial  church,  which  our  right  fathers,  to  wit, 
the  apostles,  have  set;  in  comparison  of  whom,  the  most 
ancient  of  those,  which  are  so  called,  are  but  infants,  and 
beardless,  as  one  truly,  and  wittily  saith.^- 

There  is  indeed  one  church,  and  as  the  apostle  speaketh, 
**  one  body,  as  one  Spirit,  one  hope  of  our  calling,  one 
faith,  one  baptism  ;"  Eph.  iv.  4,  5  ;  that  is,  of  one  kind, 
and  nature ;  not  one  in  number,  as  one  ocean.  Neither 
was  the  ^church  at  Rome  in  the  apostles'  days,  more  one 
with  the  church  of  Corinth,  than  was  the  baptism  of  Peter 
one  with  Paul's  baptism,  or  than  Peter  and  Paul  were  one. 
Neither  was  Peter  or  Paul  more  one,  whole,  entire,  and 
perfect  man,  consisting  of  their  parts  essential  and  in- 
tegral, without  relation  unto  other  men,  than  is  a  parti- 
cular congregation,  rightly  instituted  and  ordered,  a  whole, 
entire,  and  perfect  church  immediately  and  independently, 
in  respect  of  other  chmxhes,  under  Christ. 

To  conclude,  since  the  pastor  is  not  a  minister  of  some 
part  of  a  church,  but  of  the  whole  particular  church.  Acts 
XX.  28.  Attend  to  the  whole  flock,  or  church,  *'  whereof 
the  Holy  Ghost  hath  made  you  bishops,"  &c.,  if  the  mi- 
nister's office  be  to  be  confined  within  the  circle  of  a 
particular  congregation,  then  also  the  ministerial  church 
itself.  Now  the  pastor's  office  is  either  circumscribed 
within  these  bounds,  or  else  "the  angel  of  the  church  of 
Ephesus  "  was  also  "  the  angel  of  the  church  of  Smyrna  ;" 
and  so  the  pastor  of  this  church  is  also  the  pastor  of  that ; 
and  by  consequence,  of  all ;  that  is,  every  pastor  is  an 
universal  bishop,  or  pope  by  office  ;  if  not  for  execution, 
yet  for  power ;  according  to  which  power,  we  are  to  judge 
of  the  office. 

What  then  ?  will  some  man  say.  Is  it  not  lawful  for  a 
pastor  to  execute  his  pastoral  office  but  in  the  congrega- 
tion over  which  he  is  set?  I  answer,  with  the  apostle, 
**  No  man  taketh  this  honour  unto  himself,  but  he  that  is 
called  of  God,  as  Aaron,"  Heb.  v.  4.  It  is  not  lawful  for 
*  Cartwr.  on  Prov. 
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thee,  reverend  brother,  to  do  the  work  of  a  pastor  where 
thou  art  no  pastor,  lest  thou  arrogate  to  thyself  that 
honour,  which  appertains  not  unto  thee.  Thou  art  called, 
that  is  elected,  and  ordained  a  pastor  of  some  particular 
church,  and  not  of  all  churches.  It  is  not  only  lawful,  but 
requisite,  that  the  pastor  of  one  church,  or  rather  he  that 
is  the  pastor,  and  so  any  other  member,  impart  the  gift 
either  spiritual,  or  bodirly,  which  he  hath  received,  to  other 
<5hurches,  out  of  the  common  bond  of  charity  in  which  he 
is  obliged  :  not  so,  to  execute  a  pubhc  office  over  them  by 
the  prerogative  of  authority,  wliich  he  hath  not  but  only 
over  his  own.  We  vnll  illustrate  this  by  a  similitude. 
Any  citizen  of  Leyden  may  enjoy  certain  privileges  in  the 
city  of  Delft,  by  virtue  of  the  politic  combination  of  the 
United  provinces,  and  cities,  under  the  supreme  heads 
thereof,  the  States -general ;  which  he  is  boimd  also  to  help 
and  assist  with  all  his  power  if  necessity  require  ;  but  that 
the  ordinary  magistrate  of  Leyden  should  presume  to  exe- 
cute his  public  office  in  the  city  of  Delft,  were  an  inso- 
lent, and  unheard  of  usurpation.  The  very  same,  and  not 
otherwise,  is  to  be  said  of  pastors,  and  particular  churches, 
in  respect  of  that  spiritual  combination  mutual  imder  their 
chief  and  sole  Lord,  Jesus  Christ. 


CHAPTEE  II. 

OF   THE   ADMINISTEATION    OF   BAPTISM. 

The  Dutch  Keformed  Churches,  as  is  evident  by  their 
practice  comj^ared  with  their  profession,  are  neither  so  true 
unto  their  own  grounds,  as  they  ought,  neither  do  they  so 
well  provide  for  the  dignity  of  the  thing,  whilst  they  ad- 
minister the  sacrament  of  baptism  to  the  infants  of  such, 
as  are  not  within  the  covenant,  nor  have  either  parent, 
a  member  of  any  church,-  because 

1.  Baptism  now,  as  circumcision  of  old,  is  the  seal  of  the 
covenant  of  God,  Col.  ii.  11,  12,  with  the  faithful,  and 
their  seed,  "  I  will  be  thy  God,  and  the  God  of  thy  seed," 

*  Harm,  of  Confess.  Belg.  and  French,  Hall's  edit.  p.  361,  Calvin, 
Beza,  &c. 

VOL.    III.  C 
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Gen.  xvii.  9 ;  and  "  the  seal  of  the  righteousness  of  faith,** 
Bom.  iv.  11  ;  and  is  one,  as  "  there  is  one  faith,  and  one 
baptism,"  Eph.  iv.  4,  5,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be 
administered  to  others,  than  those  within  the  compass  of 
the  same  covenant  :  nor  but  upon  faith  coming  between, 
either  of  the  party  to  be  baptized,  or  of  one  parent  at  the 
least.  If  any  shall  answer,  that  this  gracious  promise  of 
God  is  not  to  be  restrained  to  the  next  immediate  children, 
but  is  extended  even  to  those  who  follow  afar  off,  I  grant 
it,  except  infidelity,  or  other  sin  come  between ;  by  which 
the  parents  with  themselves  break  off  their  seed  externally 
and  actually  from  the  communion  of  the  church,  and  holy 
things  thereof.  And  if  we  be  not  to  insist  in  the  next, 
and  immediate  parent,  why  in  the  grandfather,  or  great- 
grandfather, and  so  for  the  rest,  till  we  climb  up,  as  high 
as  to  Noah  himself?  Whereupon  it  should  follow,  that  not 
the  infants  of  Jews,  nor  Turks,  no,  nor  of  Gentiles  neither, 
should  have  baptism  denied  them.  Surely  the  grace  of 
Christ  must  needs  be  universal,  and  wherein  all  have  in- 
terest, if  the  seal  thereof  appertain  unto  all.  Neither 
should  the  church,  amongst  whose  sacred  furniture  baptism 
is,  by  this  rule  be  any  more  the  house  of  God,  jjeculiar  to 
his  children  and  servants  ;  but  more  like  a  common  inn, 
whose  door  stands  wide  open  to  all  that  pass  by  the  high- 
way. 

2.  The  apostle,  1  Cor.  vii.  14,  upon  this  ground,  that 
the  one  parent  is  a  believer,  avoweth  the  child  holy  :  which 
otherwise  he  pronounceth  impure,  in  respect  of  the  cove- 
nant and  holiness  thereof,  leaving  unto  God  his  secret 
judgments.  Now  what  have  the  impure,  and  unhallowed 
to  do  with  the  holy  things  of  God  ?  And  what  hath  the 
pastor,  and  shepherd  in  holy  things  to  do  with  them,  who 
are  no  portion  of  the  Lord's  flock?  "What  have  I  to  do,'* 
saith  the  apostle,  "to  judge  them  that  are  without?  Do 
not  ye  judge  them  that  are  within  ?"  1  Cor.  v.  12.  So, 
reverend  brethren,  wdiat  have  you  to  do,  to  baptize  them 
that  are  without  ?  do  you  not  baptize  them  that  are  within, 
and  them  alone  ?  In  the  number  of  whom  yet  you  reckon 
not  those  infants  (though  baptized  by  you)  nor  belonging 
to  your  charge.  Whence  also,  God  knowetli,  it  cometh  te 
pass,  for  the  most  part,   that  they  who  are  thus  by  you 
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baptized  into  the  name  of  the  Lord,  are  by  their  godless 
parents'  education  made  the  servants  of  Satan. 

3.  The  baptism  of  infants,  in  all  soundness  of  judgment, 
serveth,  and  that  immediately,  for  the  comfort  of  their 
godly  parents  ;  whose  hearts  it  filleth  with  no  small  joy, 
whilst  they  behold  the  gracious  promise  of  God  made  to 
them  and  their  seed,  ratified  and  confirmed  by  this  seal : 
even  as  of  old  the  circumcision  of  Isaac  was  granted,  and 
enjoined  by  God  unto  Abraham,  his  and  our  father,  first 
and  immediately,  for  the  confirmation  of  his  faith.  Whence 
I  conclude,  that  the  seal  of  the  righteousness  of  faith, 
which  baptism  is,  doth  no  more  belong  to  the  seed  of 
godless  parents,  than  doth  the  comfort  flowing  from  the 
righteousness  of  faith  unto  the  parents  themselves.  Whom 
as  it  would  efi'ectually  move  to  more  serious,  and  sad 
thoughts  of  their  own  estate  with  God,  if  they  beheld  their 
infants,  so  dear  unto  them,  excluded  through  their  default 
from  the  comfortable  seal  of  God's  covenant;  so  can, they 
not  but  by  the  undue  administration  of  the  same,  take  oc- 
casion of  hardening  themselves  in  their  accustomed  per- 
verseness.  I  conclude  then  with  Tertullian,  speakmg,  as 
Junius  interprets  him,  of  the  children  of  such  as  were 
strangers  from  the  covenant  of  God,  "  Let  them  come, 
when  they  are  grown  to  years  ;  let  them  when  they  have 
learned,  and  are  taught  wherefore  they  come ;  let  them 
then  be  made  Christians,  when  they  can  know  Christ."* 


CHAPTER  III. 

OF    WFJTTEN    LITUEGIES. 

We  cannot  but  mislike  that  custom  in  use,  by  which  the 
pastor  is  wont  to  repeat  and  read  out  of  a  prayer-book 
certain  forms,  for  his  and  the  chmxhes'  prayers,  and  tliat 
for  these  reasons. 

] .  Because  this  external  mien  and  manner  of  worship- 
ping God  in  prayer  is  nowhere  found  in  the  "^Titten  Word, 
by  the  prescript  whereof  alone  he  is  to  be  worshipped, 
whatsoever  either  the  Jews'  fable  of  the  liturgy^  of  Ezra  ;  or 
the  papists  of  St.  Peter's,  or  St.  James'  liturgies.  Isa.  xxix. 
♦  Tertul.  de  Bapt.  ch.  18.     Junius  Aiinot.  in  idem  cap. 
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13;  Matt.  xv.  9;  Gol.  ii.  23.  Yea,  contrariwise,  I  add 
for  overplus,  that  it  did  not  seem  good  to  the  apostles,  the 
last  penmen  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  any  such  prescript 
form  for  such  end  should  come  in  use,  in  the  churches. 
And  this  seemeth  unto  me  very  clear,  from  the  former 
epistle  of  Paul  to  Timothy,  chap.  ii.  1,  2.  The  kings  of  the 
earth  in  those  days,  and  such  as  were  in  authority  under 
them,  being,  as  it  were,  so  many  sworn  enemies  of  the 
name  of  Christ,  this  conceit  might  easily,  and  it  seems  did, 
creep  into  the  minds  of  divers  Christians,  that  these  kinds 
of  men  were  rather  to  be  j)rayed  against,  than  for,  by  the 
servants  of  Christ.  And  now,  what  was  the  medicine  pre- 
scribed by  the  apostle  for  this  malady  in  that  epistle  writ- 
ten to  Timothy  for  that  very  end,  that  he  "  might  know 
how  to  converse  in  the  church  of  God?"  1  Tim.  iii.  15. 
Did  he  now  either  send  Timothy  to  any  liturgy  formerly 
set  forth  for  his  o^vn  and  others'  direction  ?  Or  did  he 
himself  frame  any  for  the  purpose,  whose  beaten  troad  the 
churches  following  afterwards  should  not  err?  Nothing 
less  :  although  a  more  fit,  and  full  occasion  for  that  busi- 
ness scarce  be  offered  :  which  without  doubt,  Paul  would 
no  more  have  let  slip,  than  did  the  other  apostles,  that 
which  was  more  light,  for  the  introduction  of  deacons, 
Acts  vi.  2,  3,  if  it  had  seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  by 
whose  finger  he  was  guided  in  the  ordering  of  the  churches, 
that  any  such  book-prayer  should  have  come  mto  use. 

Three  things  especially  are  objected,  which  must  here 
be  cleared.  The  first  is,  that  David,  and  other  prophets 
penned  the  book  of  Psalms  for  the  mother  church  of  Israel. 
The  second,  that  Christ  himself  delivered  to  his  disciples 
a  certain  form  of  prayer,  commonly  called,  "  The  Lord's 
Prayer."  The  third,  that  Moses  from  the  Lord,  Numb,  vi., 
gave  direction  to  Aaron,  and  his  sons,  in  what  form  of 
words  they  should  bless  the  children  of  Israel. 

I  answer  first  generally,  that  the  consequence  followeth 
not  from  the  authority  of  Christ,  and  of  Moses,  and  of  the 
apostles,  in  ordaining  these,  and  these  foiTns  of  Divine 
worship,  for  the  like  authority  in  ordinary  bishops,  and 
pastors,  to  ordain  other,  and  divers  fonns,  for  the  same 
end.  What  can  be  spoken  more  insolently?  Christ  the 
Lord,  Moses,  the  prophets,  and  apostles,  being  immediately 
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and  infallibly  guided  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  have  pre- 
scribed certain  set  forms  of  God's  worship ;  therefore 
others,  though  not  unmediately  and  infallibly  guided  by  the 
same  Spirit,  may  also  prescribe  them.  Why  may  they  not 
by  this  argumentation,  as  well  frame  us  a  new  canon  of 
Holy  Scriptures,  considering  that  even  these  very  forms, 
wherewith  also  they  equalize  their  own,  are  parts,  and  por- 
tions of  the  same  scriptures?  More  particularly,  and  first  for 
Psalms.  I  deny  that  there  is  the  same  reason  of  a  prayer, 
and  of  a  Psalm ;  or  (whereupon  the  difference  hangeth) 
that  singing  and  praying  are  all  one.  For  the  question  is 
not,  which  I  desu^e  the  reader  once  for  all  to  bear  in  mind, 
either  of  the  internal  affection  of  him  that  singeth,  or 
prayeth;  or  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  soDg  or  prayer: 
but  of  the  external  act  and  exercise  of  praying  and  sing- 
ing. Now  these  two  exercises  both  the  Holy  Scriptm-es, 
and  common  sense  in  every  man,  that  pleaseth  but  to  open 
his  eyes,  and  look  upon  them,  do  plainly  difference. 

For  first,  if  to  sing  be  to  pray,  then  whosoever  singeth 
prayeth  :  but  how  far  from  truth  this  is,  the  Psalms  of 
David,  i.,  ii.,  and  many  others  in  which  not  the  least 
parcel  of  prayer  is  to  be  found,  do  plainly  evince. 

2.  "Is  any  man  sad  amongst  you,"  saith  the  apostle, 
"let  him  pray;  is  he  merry,  let  him  sing/'  James  v.  13. 
To  pray  then,  and  to  sing,  are  not  the  same,  nor  which  do 
agree,  to  wit  primarily,  with  the  same  constitution  of  the 
mind. 

3.  In  prayer  the  pastor's  voice  is  only  heard,  mito  which 
the  people,  as  the  apostle  teacheth,  1  Cor.  xiv.  14,  16,  are 
to  add  their  Amen  :  but  in  singing,  all  the  multitude  have 
as  well  their  jDart  for  tuneable  voice,  as  the  jDastor  himself. 
Neither  can  divers  possibly  sing  togetlier,  without  con- 
fusion, but  by  a  certain  and  set  form,  both  of  w^ords  and 
syllables,  which  yet  may  be  done  m  church  prayer,  and  is 
everywhere. 

4.  We  have  the  same  apostle  elsewhere  teaching  us  thus : 
"  Speaking  to  yourselves  in  psalms,  hymns,  and  spiritual 
songs."  Eph.  V.  19.  And  again,  "  Let  the  word  of  Christ 
dwell  in  you  plenteously,  with  all  wisdom,  teaching  and 
admonishing  yourselves  mutually  in  psalms  and  hymns." 
Col.  iii.  16.     In  singing  then  we  do  speak  to  ourselves,  or 
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one  to  another  mutually  :  but  in  praying,  neither  to  our- 
selves, nor  to  our  brethren,  but  unto  God  alone.  And  the 
reason  hereof  is  evident.  Whenas  we  read  or  sing  the 
Psalms  of  David  (for  what  other  thing  is  it  to  sing  out  of  a 
book,  than  to  read  with  a  loud  and  harmonious  voice  ?  of 
which  harmony  singing  is  a  kind) :  ^  these  selfsame  psalms 
in  this  very  use  do  still  remain,  and  so  are  read  or  sung, 
as  a  part  of  the  Word  of  God  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  :  and 
in  which  God  speaketh  unto  us  :  whereas  on  the  other 
side,  we  do  speak  unto  God,  in  all  our  prayers,  whether 
mental  only,  or  vocal  withal. 

5.  Even  these  very  psalms,  whose  matter  is  prayer  and 
thanksgiving,  were  framed  and  composed  by  the  prophets 
into  psalms,  and  spiritual  songs,  for  this  very  end,  that  the 
men  of  God  might  in  them  teach  us,  as  in  the  written 
Word  of  God,  whereof  they  are  parts,  both  what  petitions 
they  in  their  distresses  put  up  to  the  Lord,  and  also  what 
thanksgiving  they  returned  upon  their  deliverance,  that  so 
we  in  reading  and  singing  them,  might  instruct  and  ad- 
monish ourselves  both  publicly  and  privately,  whether  by 
way  of  doctrine,  or  admonition,  or  consolation,  for  the 
promoting  of  the  glory  of  God  in  our  hearts. 

Lastly,  That  I  may  descend  unto  them,  who  are  only 
taught  by  experience  ;  if  any  going  out  of  the  temple, 
whilst  the  church  were  singing  a  psalm,  either  before  or 
after  sermon,  being  asked  of  one  that  met  him,  what  the 
church  were  then  doing,  should  answer  that  it  were  at 
prayer,  would  he  not  be  judged  by  all  men  to  tell  a  lie  ? 
but  altogether  without  cause,  if  to  sing,  be  to  pray,  as  many 
imagine. 

Touching  the  Lord's  Prayer.  We  deny  it  to  be  the  mean- 
ing of  Christ,  teaching  his  disciples,  when  they  pray  to  say, 
**  Our  Father, "&c.,  to  bind  them,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  in  them, 
Jude  20,  by  which  they  ought  to  pray,  to  a  certain  form  of 
words  and  syllables,  which  they  should  repeat  by  heart,  or, 
which  is  our  question,  read  out  of  a  book.  Because,  1.  The 
two  evangelists,  Matthew  and  Luke,  of  whom  both  the  one 
and  other  did  aright  both  understand  and  express  the 
meaning  of  Christ,  do  not  precisely  keep  the  same  words. 
2.  By  these  words,  '*  when  you  pray,"  is  meant,  whensoever 
*  Scalig.  Poet.  lib.  i.  cap.  2. 
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you  pray  :  whereupon  it  should  follow,  that  we  were  tied 
to  this  stint  of  words  alone,  and  always  :  and  so  might 
lawfully  use  none  other,  except  it  be  lawful  for  us  some- 
times to  pray  rather  by  the  level  of  our  o^^^l  device,  than  of 
Christ's  prescript.  The  words  therefore  of  Cyprian*  are 
good  in  a  good  sense.  To  pray  othenvise  than  Christ 
hath  taught,  is  not  only  ignorance,  but  guDt,  seeing  he 
himself  hath  said,  you  reject  the  precepts  of  God,  that  you 
may  observe  your  own  tradition.  Matt.  vi.  6.  3.  Amongst 
the  many,  and  manifold  prayers  of  the  apostles  to  be  seen 
in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  this  form  of  words  is  not  found  : 
and  yet  can  it  not  be  denied,  but  they  always  prayed  as 
they  were  taught  in  this  place  by  their  master  Christ : 
whose  meaning  therefore  it  could  not  be  to  tie  them  neces- 
sarily to  any  such  certain  form  of  words.  4.  It  appears  by 
the  context,  that  the  purpose  of  Christ  is  to  speak  of  private, 
or  rather  secret  prayer,  and  such  as  every  Christian  apart 
from  others,  and  in  his  closet,  with  the  door  shut  unto  him, 
should  pour  out  unto  the  Lord.  Now  that  one  alone,  and 
by  himself,  should  say,  "  Our  Father,"  seems  not  very  congru- 
ous. Lastly,  Seeing  of  the  like,  there  is  the  like  considera- 
tion ;  if  the  apostle  James  in  these  words,  "  Go  to  now,  ye  that 
say,  To-day  or  to-morrow  we  will  go  into  such  a  city,"  &c., 
James  iv.  18  ;  and  verse  15,  "  For  that  ye  ought  to  say,  If 
the  Lord  will,  we  shall  live,  and  do  this  or  that,"  do  neither 
simply  find  fault  ^\dtli  the  form  of  words,  nor  prescribe  ne- 
cessarily any  other,  but  only  (to  use  Calvin's  words  f)  wakens 
them  from  their  dream,  who  without  respect  of  the  Divine 
providence,  will  make  themselves  masters  of  a  whole  year, 
when  there  is  not  a  moment  in  their  power  :  so  neither 
are  we  to  conceive  that  our  Saviour,  Christ,  Matt.  vi.  and 
Luke  xi.,  doth  enjoin  unto  his,  any  set  words  to  pray  in, 
but  only  shows  whither  all  our  prayers  and  vows  ought  to 
be  referred,  as  with  all  other  orthodox  writers;  about  this 
matter,  the  said  author  §  speaketh  :  howsoever  divers 
unskilful  men  cease  not  still  to  sing  unto  us,  even  to 
loathsomeness,  the  song,  when  you  pray,  say,  as  the 
papists  do  tlieirs,  "  This  is  my  body  :"  as  though  the  con- 

*  Cyprian,  de  Orat.  Domiii.  f  Calv.  in  Jac.  ch.  4,  v.  1,  15. 

X  Ursuius,  Bucanus,  Piscator,  Perkins,  ScC.       §  Calv.  in  ^latt.  vi.  7. 
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troversy  were  about  the  words,  and  not  rather  about  the 
meaning  of  them. 

But  for  that  we  are  veiy  odiously  traduced  by  divers,  as 
abhorring  from  this  form,  and  that  we  will  not,  as  they  use 
to  speak,  say  the  Lord's  Prayer,  I  will  in  few  and  plain 
terms  set  down  what  our  judgment  is  about  it. 

1.  And  seeing  that,  as  the  poet  hath  it,  *'the  names  do 
commonly  suit  with  the  things,"  we  may  see,  and  sorrow 
withal,  in  the  phrases  in  common  use  about  this  most 
Christian  duty  of  prayer,  what  it  is  with  the  unhallowed 
multitude  of  Christians  to  pray,  namely,  to  say  prayer,  to- 
read  prayer,  to  hear  prayer,  and  rather  anything  than  in- 
deed to  pray,  that  is,  than  to  pour  out  the  conceptions  of  a 
godly  and  devout  mind  unto  God,  from  faith  and  feeling  of 
our  wants,  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 

2.  We  do  affirm,  that  this  form  of  words  is  improperly, 
how  commonly  soever,  called  the  Lord's  Prayer:  as  neither 
being  a  prayer  as  it  is  the  Lord's,  nor  the  Lord's  as  it  is  a 
prayer.  As  it  is  of  the  Lord  Christ,  and  so  the  Lord's, 
whether  by  himself  uttered  in  words,  or  committed  to 
writing  by  his  evangelists,  it  hath  the  consideration  and 
respect  of  a  sermon,  and  of  evangelical  doctrine,  in  which 
Christ  taught  his  disciples  ;  and  not  of  a  prayer  put  up  to 
his  Father :  as  on  the  contrary  it  neither  was,  nor  could  be 
used  prayenvise  by  Christ,  in  so  many  words ;  with  whose 
most  perfect  sanctimony  it  did  not  agree  for  him  to  say, 
Forgive  us  our  trespasses. 

3.  We  do  firmly  believe,  that  all  and  every  both  church 
and  person  is  bound  always  to  pray,  as  Christ  hath  there 
taught:  whether  we  respect  the  matter  there  propounded,  or 
the  affections  there  enjoined,  or  the  commodious  and  com- 
pendious simplicity  which  Christ  our  Saviour,  and  only 
Master,  there  opposeth,  both  to  the  vain  babblings,  and 
oft  repetitions  of  the  heathens  :  and  that  in  these  things, 
and  them  alone,  the  commandment  of  Christ  doth  consist, 
we  both  firmly  believe,  and  confidently  avow. 

4.  And  lastly,  we  doubt  not  but  that  this  very  form  of 
words  may  be,  and  is  rightly  used  in  prayer  unto  God, 
provided  there  be  neither  o2:)inion  of  necessity,  by  which 
superstitious  persons  think  themselves  stinted  by  the  Lord 
to  words  and  syllables,  nor  of  perfection,  by  which  many 
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are.  of  mmd,  that  they  have  then  at  the  last,  and  not  before 
prayed  perfectly,  when  they  have  repeated  this  form  of 
words.  And  it  is  weU,  if  some  spot  of  this  mire  cleave  not 
to  the  fingers  of  many  ministers  ;  which  make  it  a  matter 
of  great  conscience  not  to  conclude  their  and  the  chm^ch^s' 
prayers  appUed  specially  to  the  present  state  of  things, 
with  this  number  and  measure  of  words.  '^Tiich  custom 
as  it  is  used  very  commonly,  so  in  my  judgment,  with  no 
great  reason,  for  these  two  causes. 

First,  It  seems  to  cross  all  good  order,  and  method,  by 
which  men  should  descend  from  the  more  general  unto 
that  which  is  more  special :  and  not  go  the  clean  contrary 
way,  as  in  this  they  do. 

Secondly.  Since  the  rule,  according  to  philosophy,  and 
good  reason,  is  always  before  the  thing  ruled,  and  that 
this  form  is  by  Christ  instituted,  for  this  purpose,  that  it 
might  be  the  rule  and  square  of  all  our  prayers,  and  as 
Tertullian  saitli,--'  is  premised,  as  the  foundation  of  all  our 
accessory  desires,  methinks  the  same  should  ratlier  be 
used  in  the  first  place  ;  upon  which  as  the  same  author 
hath  it,  every  one  should  build  the  circumstances  of  his 
occasioned  requests. 

It  remaineth  that  in  a  few  words  I  answer  that,  which 
is  by  some  objected  touching  those  solemn  blessings,  at 
the  first  imparted  by  the  patfiarchs  to  their  first-born, 
and  after  by  the  priests  to  Israel  the  first-born  of  God. 
Exod.  iv.  '22. 

And  to  let  pass,  1.  That  the  composers,  and  imposers 
of  the  liturgies  now  in  use  have  not  equal  authority  with 
Moses  the  man  of  God,  nor  are  their  writings  any  way 
com23arable  with  his.  2.  That  Moses  did  not  prescribe 
unto  the  priests  a  stint  of  words  for  blessing,  much  less  to 
be  read  out  of  a  book,  but  the  substance  of  the  thing ; 
which  by  many  arguments,  save  that  I  study  for  brevity, 
might  be  proved.}  3.  If  that  were  Moses'  mind,  and 
the  Lord's  by  him,  the  minister  were  bound  to  the  same 
form  of  blessing  upon  the  Israel  of  God  now.  Gal.  vi.  16, 
w^hich  the  church  is :  since  there  is  nothmg  in  it  not  moral, 
and  perpetual,  or  not  concernmg  the  church  now,  as  then. 
I  do  answer  this  one  thing,  and  the  same  in  Calvin's  words, 
*  Tertull.  lib.  de  Orat.  f  JolLiison  on  Written  Liturgies. 
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viz.  that  these  blessings  were  not  ordinaiy  prayers,  but  a 
lawful  authority  divinely  interposed  to  testify  the  grace  of 
election :  '-5^  which  he  also  confirms  by  divers  reasons. 
Neither  can  any  man  who  considers  the  words  of  the  text 
make  question,  but  that  the  priests  in  blessing  Israel,  not 
God,  do  direct  their  speech  unto  Israel  by  way  of  promise, 
and  not  unto  God  by  way  of  prayer.  "  So  bless  you,"  saith 
Moses,  "  the  children  of  Israel,  saying  unto  them,  The 
Lord  bless  thee,"  &c.  The  same  is  to  be  judged  of  the 
salutations  of  the  apostles  in  their  epistles,  whereof  they 
are  a  part,  and  so  a  part  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  albeit  yet 
they,  in  them,  as  the  priests  in  their  blessings,  desired  to 
have  their  truly  loving  affection  taken  knowledge  of  by 
them  to  whom  they  wrote  :  and  what  good  things  they 
both  desired  at  the  hands  of  the  Lord  for  them,  and  also 
promised  them  in  his  name. 

2.  We  dislike  all  reading  of  prayer,  in  the  act  of  praying, 
as  inconvenient,  yea,  directly  contrary  unto  that  act  ?  In 
prayer  we  do  pour  out  matter,  to  wit  the  holy  conceptions 
of  the  mind,  from  within  to  without ;  that  is,  from  the  heart 
to  God :  on  the  contrary,  in  reading,  we  do  receive  and 
admit  matter  from  without  to  within  ;  that  is  from  the  book, 
into  the  heart.  Let  him  that  prayetli  do  that  which  he 
doth,  not  another  thing,  not  a  divers  thing.  Let  the  whole 
man,  and  all  that  he  is,  both  in  soul  and  body,  be  bent 
upon  God,  with  whom  he  converseth.  The  eyes  of  tlie 
mind  are  lifted  to  God  in  prayer ;  and  why  not  the  eyes  of 
the  body  also  ?  both  which,  he  that  prayeth,  by  intending 
them  upon  a  book,  both  depresseth  and  averteth  from 
God.  The  Apostle  exliorteth,  that  "  the  men  pray,  lifting 
up  pure  hands  to  God  in  every  place."  1  Tim.  ii.  8.  In 
like  manner,  besides  the  reason  of  the  thing,  we  have  the 
patriarchs,  prophets,  Christ  himself,  with  his  apostles,  and 
disciples,  for  ensamples  of  lifting  up  the  eyes  to  heaven  in 
prayer.  Not  that  this  gesture  of  body  is  simply  necessary 
but  most  convenient,  save  in  some  great  temptation,  and 
depression  of  mind,  both  to  express  and  further  the 
intention  of  a  godly  heart. 

Let  devout  and  learned  men,  if  they  please,  commit  to 
writing  their  holy  meditations,  and  secret  conferences  with 
*  Calvin  iii  Genes,  c.  27,  v.  1. 
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God,  as  did  Austin,  and  others  amongst  the  ancients ;  and 
many  of  later  times :  which  may  be  read,  and  that  with  no 
small  benefit,  both  by  pastor  and  people ;  but  privately, 
and  for  better  preparation  unto  prayer.  Now  the  prepara- 
tion unto  prayer  is  very  unseasonable  at  the  self-same  tirne 
of  the  solemn  perforaiance  thereof ;  and  unreasonable  in 
and  by  the  self- same  act. 

3.  Seeing  that  *'  pubUc  prayer,"  as  Bucanus  saith,^:^  *'  is  a 
second  part  of  the  ministiy ;"  as  also  that  amongst  the  gifts 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  wherewith  the  pastor  is  endued  from 
above,  that  is  not  small,  nor  to  be  despised,  by  which  he  is 
able  conveniently  both  for  matter  and  form,  to  conceive  a 
prayer  according  to  the  church's  present  occasion,  and 
necessities  ;  by  the  reading  of  this  prescript  form,  that  truly 
excellent  gift,  given  of  God  for  this  end  is  made  void,  and 
of  none  use,  and  the  Spirit,  contrai-y  to  that  which  ought 
to  be,  extinguished.  1  Thess.  v.  19.  "  The  manifestation 
of  the  Spirit,"  saith  the  apostle,  "  is  given  to  every  one," 
especially  to  every  pastor,  "  to  profit  withal."  1  Cor.  xii.  7. 
But  he  who  reads  a  form  of  prayer  conceived  and  con- 
signed by  another,  doth  not  manifest  the  pastoral  gift,  (for 
of  the  internal  affection  our  question  is  not)  of  the  Spirit 
given  to  him  to  profit  withal,  but  to  that  other  by  whom 
the  form  of  prayer  was  indited. 

4.  If  to  read  such  a  form  of  prayer  be  to  pray  aright, 
and  pastor-like,  no  probable  reason  can  be  rendered, 
wherefore  to  read  a  sermon,  or  homily,  is  not  as  well  to 
preach  aright,  and  as  is  required  of  the  pastor  of  the 
church.  Which  so  being,  small  reason  had  the  apostle, 
treating  of  the  ecclesiastical  ministry,  which  principally 
consists  in  these  two  exercises.  Acts  vi.  4,  to  cry  out,  as  he 
did,  "  Wlio  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ?"  2  Cor.  ii.  16.  For 
who  is  not  sufficient  even  of  the  ^oilgar  sort  ?  who  cannot 
read  a  liturgy,  and  an  homily  ? 

5.  *'  The  Spirit,"  saith  the  same  apostle,  speaking  of  all 
Christians,  "  helpeth  our  infirmities,  for  we  know  not  what 
to  pray,  as  we  ought."  Eom.  viii.  26.  Yes,  Paul,  with 
your  leave,  right  well ;  for  we  have  in  our  prayer-book, 
what  we  ought  to  pray,  word  for  word,  whether  the  Spirit 
be  present  or  not.     What  then  is  to  be  done  in  this  busi- 

*  Bucanus,  loc.  Com.  de  Oral. 
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ness  ?  That  which  TertulUan  saith  the  Christians  of  his 
time  did.  "  We  pray,"  saith  he,  "without  any  to  prompt  us, 
because  we  pray  from  the  heart."*  But  he  who  reads  his 
prayers,  or  rather  the  prayers  of  him  that  penned  them,, 
and  his  lesson  out  of  a  book,  hath  one  that  prompts  him, 
and  that  diligently,  both  what,  and  how  much,  and  after 
what  manner,  and  with  what  words  and  syllables  he  ought 
to  pray. 

Lastly,  If  it  would  be  just  matter  of  shame  to  any  earthly 
father,  that  his  child,  who  desired  of  him  bread,  fish,  or  an 
egg,  should  need  to  read  out  of  a  book,  or  paper,  "  Father, 
I  pray  you  give  me  bread,  fish,,  or  egg;''  how  much  more 
contumelious  is  it,  to  our  heavenly  Father,  and  his  Holy 
Spirit,  wherewith  he  furnisheth  all  his  children,  especially 
his  ministers  according  to  their  place,  that  an  help  so 
unworthy,  and  more  than  babyish,  and  indeed  the  instru- 
ment of  a  "  foolish  shepherd,"  Eom.  viii.  26 ;  Jude  20 ; 
Zee.  ii.  15  ;  xii.  10  ;  namely  a  bare  reader,  with  which  kind 
of  vermin  Eome  and  England  are  pestered,  should  be  used 
by  such  godly  and  learned  pastors,  as  wherewith  there- 
formed  churches  are  furnished. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

OF  THE  ECCLESIASTICAL  PEESBYTEKY. 

We  do  so  acknowledge,  and  approve  of,  as  divinely  in- 
stituted, the  presbyteries  of  the  particular  churches,  as 
with  all  we  judge  them  sundry  ways  defective.  As  first 
we  require,  that  all  received  into  the  college,  and  company 
of  elders,  even  those  which  are  called  governors,  should  be 
"  apt  to  teach,"  1  Tim.  iii.  2,  and  "  able  to  exhort  with 
sound  doctrine,"  and  "  convince  gainsa^'Crs,"  Tit.  i.  5,  7,  9, 
and  that  not  only  privately,  or  in  the  consistory,  but  in  the 
public  assembly  also,  as  the  nature  of  their  public  office 
requireth.  I  am  not  ignorant,  what  that  learned  man 
Gersom  Bucer  f  in  his  late  treatise  hath  published  about 
this  matter,  neither  do  I  unwillingly  assent  thei'eunto  :  pro- 
vided only,  that  what  he  requires  in  those  elders,  that  they 

*  Tertul.  adver.  Gentes. 

t  Gersom  Buc.    Dissert,  de  Gubematione  Ecclesiaj,  pp.  32,  33,  44. 
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be  able  to  perform  publicly,  and  in  the  church- assembly, 
if  not  exactly,  yet  competently. 

A  second  defect,  which  we  wish  supplied  is,  that  of 
annual  or  triennial  or  temporary,  they  might  be  perpetual, 
and  for  life,  (except  by  some  casualty,  or  occurrence  they 
be  disabled)  as  the  pastors  themselves.  This  term  of  years 
for  the  elders'  administration  in  the  refoimed  churches, 
the  forenamed  author  in  the  same  place  doth  not  so  much 
defend,  as  excuse  ;  but  it  seemeth  rather  needful  to  have  it 
reformed,  which  is  also  the  desire  of  the  said  learned  man, 
and  that  for  these  reasons. 

1.  The  apostle  Paul  calling  unto  him  the  elders  of  the 
church  of  Ephesus  to  Miletus,  doth  pronounce  of  them 
all,  as  well  the  governors,  as  those  that  laboured  in  the 
Word,  that  they  were  made  bishops  or  overseers  of  the 
same  church,  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  Acts  xx.  17,  28.  Now 
the  authority  of  that  the  appointer  ought  to  work  in  the 
appointed  great  conscience,  not  hghtly  to  relmquish  that 
charge,  which  by  the  disposition  of  the  Holy  Ghost  they 
had  taken  upon  them. 

2.  The  same  apostle  doth  in  the  same  place  admonish 
and  exhort  the  same  elders  that  they  should  take  heed 
unto  themselves,  and  to  all  the  flock,  lest  the  same,  after 
his  departure  should  unhappily  be  damnified,  either  by 
"  wolves  entering  in  among  them,"  or  such  as  should  "  rise 
up  from  themselves  speaking  perverse  things."  Acts  xx. 
28 — 31.  Now  if  the  date  of  their  eldership  and  charge 
were  shortly  to  be  out,  they  might  well  think  with  them- 
selves, that  the  apostle's  admonition  for  after-times  did  not 
much  concern  them,  whose  term  of  office  should  so  shortly 
be  expired,  and  were  perhaps  to  follow  the  apostle's  «ie- 
parture  at  the  heels. 

3.  It  wag  sacrilege  for  the  Levites  being  consecrated  to 
the  Lord,  for  the  service  of  the  tabernacle  and  temple,  to 
retire  from  the  office  undertaken  by  them  ;  although,  age 
growing  upon  them,  they  were  exemjDted  from  some  the 
more  laborious  works  of  that  ministration  :  how  then  is  it 
lawful  for  the  elders,  or  deacons  (being  now  no  more  at 
their  own  disposing,  but  as  the  Levites  of  old,  the  Lord's 
sacred  and  consecrated  ones)  to  withdraw  so  lightly  from 
his  special  service?     Numb.  viii.  24,  25.     No  man  imder 
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the  law  might  change  a  beast,  if  clean,  no,  not  a  better  for 
a  worse,  if  once  hallowed  to  the  Lord.  Lev,  xxvii.  9,  10. 
How  much  less  may  the  church,  then,  discharge  her  officers, 
or  they  themselves,  ministering  faithfully,  and  as  they 
ought ! 

Lastly,  the  apostle  Paul  instructing  the  church,  in 
Timothy,  to  keep  the  commandment  of  Christ  unrebukable 
until  that  his  glorious  appearing,  doth  not  permit,  no,  not 
to  the  widows  and  deaconesses  to  relinquish  the  office  once 
taken  upon  them,  1  Tim.  v.  9—12,  21;  vi.  14;  1  Cor. 
xiv.  37  ;  unto  whom  for  that  very  cause  he  forbids  marriage 
itself,  otherwise  permitted  to  all,  and  to  some  enjoined. 
How  much  less  lawful  is  it  for  the  elders,  or  deacons  of 
the  church,  whose  both  condition  and  ministry  is  far  more 
excellent,  for  far  lighter  causes,  to  look  back,  and  relin- 
quish their  vocation,  wherein  Christ  hath  in  such  sort 
placed  them  ! 

A  third  thing  there  is,  and  that  of  most  moment,  viz. 
that  the  elders  do  not  administer  their  pubUc  office  pub- 
licly, as  they  should,  but  only  in  their  private  consistory. 
And  first,  the  administration  of  every  office  doth  in  right 
follow  the  nature  of  the  same ;  whether  domestical  in  the 
family,  or  civil  in  the  commonwealth,  or  spiritual  in  the 
church  :  the  elders'  office  then  being  public,  requires  an- 
swerable and  pubhc  administration.  Not  that  it  is  un- 
lawful for  the  elders  to  convene,  and  meet  apart  from  the 
body,  and  to  deliberate  of  such  things  as  concerns  the 
same,  and  so  to  do  sundry  things  by  vu'tue  of  their  office; 
but  because  that  is  not  sufficient,  neither  do  they  indeed 
fulfil  their  public  and  church-office,  which  in  the  Lord  they 
have  received.  Col.  iv.  17  ;  except  as  privately,  and  in  their 
consistory,  so  also  (and  that  specially)  publicly,  and  in  the 
face  of  the  congregation,  they  execute  the  same. 

2.  The  apostle  beseecheth  them  of  Thessalonica  that 
they  would  in  love  highly  esteem  for  their  work's  sake,  not 
only  them  which  laboured  among  them,  to  wit,  in  doctrine; 
1  Thess.  V.  12,  13  ;  but  them  also,  which  were  over  them 
in  the  Lord,  and  admonished  them.  1  Tim.  v.  17.  But  of 
the  work  of  their  elders  which  govern,  the  refoimed 
churches  must  needs  be  ignorant ;  neither  do,  or  can  they 
know,  whether  they  be  good,  or  bad.     Their  pastors  they 
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do  prosecute  with  due  love,  and  honour,  out  of  then-  own 
certain  knowledge  of  them  and  their  work,  hut  their  elders 
only  by  hearsay. 

Lastly,  The  same  apostle  warneth  the  elders  of  Ephesus, 
that  they  attend  and  take  heed  to  the  whole  flock,  in 
which  they  were  made  bishops.  Acts  xx.  17,  28.  But  it 
cannot  be,  that  he  should  ministerially,  as  he  ought,  feed 
the  whole  church,  whose  voice  the  greatest  part  thereof 
never  so  much  as  once  heareth.  To  lead,  or  receive  a 
sheep  now  and  then  into  the  sheepfold,  to  confirm  one  that 
is  weak,  or  correct  one  that  strayeth,  and  that  apart  from 
the  flock,  is  in  no  wise  to  feed  the  whole  flock,  as  tlie 
apostle  requireth. 

And  that  this  point  may  be  made  the  more  plain,  let 
us  descend  imto  some  such  particulars,  as  in  which  the 
elders'  oflice  seemeth  specially  to  consist.  And  they  are, 
the  admitting  of  members  into  the  church,  upon  profession 
of  faith  made ;  and  the  reproving  and  censming  of  ob- 
stinate offenders,  whether  sinning  publicly,  or  privately 
with  scandal.  As  we  willingly  leave  the  execution  and 
administration  of  these  things  to  the  elders  alone  in  the 
settled  and  well-ordered  state  of  the  church,  so  do  we  deny 
plainly,  that  they  are,  or  can  be  rightly,  and  orderly  done, 
but  with  the  people's  privity  and  consent. 

For  the  first,  Christ  the  Lord  gave  in  charge  to  his 
apostles  to  preach  in  his  name  remission  of  sins,  and, 
therewith,  life  eternal :  and  that  such  Jews,  or  Gentiles, 
as  should  believe  and  repent,  viz.  profess,  holily,  faith  and 
repentance,  (for  to  judge  of  the  heart  is  God's  prerogative), 
they  should  receive  into  the  fellowship  of  the  chm^ch,  and 
baptize.  And  that  these  all  and  every  of  them  were  pub- 
licly, and  in  the  face  of  the  congi'egation  to  be  adminis- 
tered, the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  do  plenteously  make  known. 
And  if  baptism,  the  consequent  of  the  confession  of  faith, 
in  them  baptized,  and  the  badge  of  our  consociation  with 
Christ  and  his  church,  be  to  be  celebrated  publicly,  why  is 
not  the  profession  of  faith  proportionably  (although  by  the 
formerly  baptized  through  a  kind  of  unorderly  anticipation) 
to  be  made  publicly  also,  and,  therewithal,  the  consocia- 
tion ecclesiastical,  as  the  former  ?  The  covenant  privately 
made,  and  the  seal  publicly  annexed,  are  disproportionate. 
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I  further  add,  that  since  persons  admitted  into  the 
church,  are  by  the  Avhole  body,  if  not  of  enemies,  at  least 
of  strangers,  become  and  are  to  be  reputed  brethren  in 
Christ  most  nearly  joined,  and  they,  with  whom  they  are 
to  call  upon  one  common  Father  publicly,  to  participate 
of  one  holy  bread,  1  Cor.  x.  1 7  ;  and  with  whom  they  are 
to  have  all  things,  even  bodily  goods,  after  a  sort,  common, 
as  every  one  hath  need.  Acts  ii.  44,  45  ;  it  seemeth  most 
equal,  that  not  only  the  presbyters,  the  churches'  servants 
under  Christ,  but  the  whole  commonalty  also,  should  take 
knowledge  in  their  persons,  both  of  their  holy  profession 
of  faith,  and  voluntary  submission  made,  as  unto  Christ 
himself,  so  to  his  most  holy  institutions  in  his  church. 

To  come  to  the  second  head.  And  1.  Those  who  sin, 
that  is,  with  public  scandal,  "  rebuke  publicly,"  saith  the 
apostle,  "  that  others  also  may  fear."  1  Tim.  v.  20.  And  if  the 
elders  themselves,  of  whom  he  speaketh,  for  whose  credit 
the  greatest  care  is  to  be  taken,  much  more  than  any  other, 
as  Beza  rightly  observeth.-  And  that  not  for  this  cause 
alone,  that  when  the  punishment  comes  to  one,  the  fear 
might  reach  unto  many,  which  yet  wise  men  in  all  public 
executions  would  have  carefully  provided  for,  but  also 
that  both  he  that  so  sinneth  may  be  the  more  ashamed, 
and  others  both  within  and  without  may,  withal,  take  know- 
ledge, how  little  indulgent  the  church  is  to  her  own 
dearest  ones  in  their  enormous  sins. 

2.  With  this  also  it  well  consorteth,  that  Christ  the  only 
Doctor  of  his  church,  would  have  not  only  sins  scandalous 
committed  in  public,  publicly  reproved,  and  before  the 
multitude,  but  even  those  which  are  private,  obstinately 
persisted  in,  when  he  saith,  "  Tell  the  church,"  &c.  Matt, 
xviii.  15 — 17. 

I  am  not  ignorant,  how  diversely,  divers  men  do  inter- 
pret these  words  :  whilst  some,  by  the  church,  do  under- 
stand the  civil  court  of  the  magistrate  ;  others,  the  hier- 
archical bishop,  with  his  officials;  others,  the  senate  of 
elders  excluding  the  people.  And  thus  whilst  these  strive 
for  the  power,  and  name,  withal,  of  the  church  amongst 
themselves,  the  church  indeed,  and  which  Christ  the  Lord 
meaneth,  is  well  nigh  stripped  both  of  power  and  name. 
*  Beza  aimot.  in  loc. 
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.  The  first  of  these  three  interpretations  I  will  not  trou- 
ble myself  with ;  as  being  almost  of  all,  and  that  worthily 
exploded  and  rejected,  and  abnndantly  refuted  by  divers 
learned  men:*  the  two  latter  are  to  be  assaulted  with 
almost  the  same  weapons. 

The  former  of  these  two,  though  it  be  in  itseK  the 
more  different  from  Christ's  meaning,  yet  comes  it  in 
this  circinnstance  now  in  consideration,  the  nearer  the 
truth  in  our  judgment,  considered  in  its  execution  :  smce 
neither  the  bishops,  nor  their  officials,  chancellors,  com- 
missaries, or  other  cornet-keepers,  do  exclude  the  people 
from  their  consistories  and  com'ts,  but  do  offer  themselves 
in  their  pubhc  judgments  and  censm^es  to  the  view  of  all 
who  please  to  be  present  thereat.  And  I  think  it  a  course 
unheard  of  either  amongst  Gentiles  or  Jews,  or  Christians 
(be  it  spoken  without  offence)  before  this  last  age,  that 
public  judgments  and  other  acts  of  pubhc  natm-e,  as  these 
are,  should  be  privately  exercised,  and  without  the  people's 
privity.  It  was  not  so  in  Israel  of  old,  where  by  God's 
appomtment  the  elders  were  to  sit,  and  judge  in  the  gates 
of  the  city :  nor  in  the  synagogues  themselves,  from  which 
many  are  of  mind,  how  truly,  I  will  not  say,  that  the  Chris- 
tian eldership  was  derived,  after  the  Eoman  tyranny  had  con- 
fined into  them  the  Jews'  civil  conventions  and  judgments; 
nor  in  the  primitive  church,  no  not  in  some  ages  after 
the  apostles,  as  might  easily  be  proved  out  of  Tertullian, 
Cyprian,  and  others,  if  I  would  try  the  matter  in  that 
court:  but  it  is  much  more  safe,  as  Austin  saith,  to  walk 
by  the  Divine  Scriptures.f 

And  first  the  word  eKKKjjo-ia,  church,  originally  Greek,  an- 
swering to  the  Hebrew  'rrp,  doth  primarily  and  properly  sig- 
nify a  convention  of  citizens  called  from  their  houses  by  the 
public  crier,  either  to  hear  some  public  sentence  or  charge 
given :  but  translated  to  religious  use,  denoteth  an  assem- 
bly of  persons  called  out  of  the  state  of  corrupt  nature 
into  that  of  supernatural  grace,  by  the  publishing  of  the 
gospel.  Now  the  elders,  or  presbyters,  as  such,  are,  and 
so  are  said  to  be,  called,  to  mt,  to  then-  office  of  eldership, 
but  called  out  they  are  not,  being  themselves  to  call  out 

*  Beza,  Zancliius,  Parker,  Gr.  Bucer,  in  loc. 
t  August,  de  Doct.  Christ.  Hb.  3. 
VOL.  lU.  D 
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the  church,  and  unto  it  to  perform  the  crier's  office. 
Neither  do  I  think  that  the  name  ecdesia,  church,  hath 
been  used  by  any  Greek  author,  before  the  apostles'  times, 
or  in  their  days,  or  in  the  age  after  them,  for  the  assembly 
of  sole  governors  in  the  act  of  their  government,  or,  indeed, 
before  the  same  governors  had  seized  into  their  o^vn,  and 
only  hands  the  church's  both  name  and  power. 

But  you  will  say,  as  learned  men  use  to  do,  that  these 
elders  sustain  the  person  of  the  whole  multitude,  and 
supply  their  room,  for  the  avoiding  of  confusion  ;  and  so 
are  rightly,  as  commonly  called  the  church  representa- 
tive. 

In  answer.  First,  No  godly,  no,  nor  reasonable  man  will 
affirm,  that  this  representation  is  to  be  extended  to  all  the 
acts  of  religion,  or  indeed  to  others,  than  these,  which  are 
exercised  in  the  governing  of  the  church.  What  is  it  then? 
The  elders  in  ruling  and  governing  the  church  must 
represent  the  people,  and  occupy  their  place.  It  should 
seem,  then,  that  it  appertains  unto  the  people,  unto  the 
people,  primarily  and  originally,  under  Christ,  to  rule  and 
govern  the  church,  that  is,  themselves.  But  who  will  so 
say  of  a  government,  not  personal  but  public,  and  insti- 
tuted as  the  churches'  is? 

2.  If  the  elders  in  their  consistory  represent  the  church, 
then  whatsoever  they  either  decree  or  do,  agreeing  to  the 
Word  of  God,  whether  respecting  faith  or  manners,  that 
also  the  church  decreeth  and  doth,  though  absent,  though 
ignorant  both  what  the  thing  is  which  is  done,  and  upon 
what  grounds  it  is  done  by  the  elders  ;  this  being  the 
nature  of  representations,  that  what  the  representing  doth 
within  the  bounds  of  his  commission,  that  the  represented 
doth  primarily,  and  much  more,  as  but  using  the  other  for 
his  instrument.  Now  how  dissonant  this  is  to  true  faith 
and  piety,  how  consonant  unto  the  papists'  implicit  faith, 
no  man  can  be  ignorant ;  and  I  had  rather  wise  men  should 
consider,  than  I,  aggravate. 

3.  The  constant  and  universal  practice  of  the  apostles 
and  ai^ostohc  churches,  do  quite  cross  this  consistorian 
course.  The  apostle  Paul,  well  acquainted  with  the  mean- 
ing of  Christ,  doth,  1  Cor.  v.,  so  reduce  into  practice  the 
rule  and  prescript  of  his  Master,  Matt,  xviii.,  or  to  use  the 
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words  of  the  Bishop  of  Chichester,*  "  there  commands 
to  bring  into  practice  this  power,  in  the  name  of  Christ, 
with  his  Spirit,"  as  he  seems  to  leave  no  place  for  doubting 
to  him  who  with  diligence,  and  without  prejudice,  will 
compare  together  these  two  places :  what  the  Lord  mean- 
eth  when  he  saith,  "  Tell  the  church."  This  our  apostle 
doth  in  that  place  repi^ove,  not  the  elders  or  governors 
alone,  but  with  them  also  the  whole  commonalty  and 
body,  for  tolerating  the  incestuous  person  amongst  them. 
Which  therefore,  accordingly,  as  his  authority  apostolical  and 
care  for  all  the  chmxhes,  2  Cor.  ii.  28,  did  require ;  he  ad- 
monisheth  and  directeth,  that  as  mindful  both  of  the  sin- 
ner's repentance  and  salvation,  and  therewith  of  their  own 
purity,  they  would  exclude,  by  due  order,  that  wicked  man 
from  their  holy  fellowship.  And  that  by  these  words, 
"  Wien  ye  are  come  together,"  the  whole  church  is  to  be 
understood,  many  but  hesiYj  friends  to  the  people's  liberty, 
Jesuits,  Prelatists,  and  others,  do  grant.  But  we  will 
annex  certain  reasons  for  the  further  clearing  of  the 
thing. 

1.  They  among  whom  the  fornicator  was,  who  were 
puffed  up  when  they  should  have  sorrowed,  and  out  of  the 
midst  of  whom  he  was  to  be  put,  who  had  done  that  thing, 
they  were  to  be  gathered  together  in  one,  and  to  judge  and 
excommunicate  that  incestuous  j)6rson.  1  Cor.  v.  1 — 13. 
But  the  fornicator  was  not  amongst  the  elders  alone,  neither 
were  they  alone  puffed  up  when  they  should  have  sorrowed, 
neither  was  that  wicked  man  to  be  taken  out  of  the  midst 
of  them  and  still  left  in  the  midst  of  the  people ;  and 
therefore  not  to  be  judged  b}^  them  alone,  but  by  the 
church  with  them,  though  governed  by  them. 

2.  It  did  not  of  old  appertain  only  to  the  Levites  and 
elders  in  Israel,  to  purge  out  of  their  houses  the  material 
leaven,  but  to  every  father  of  a  family  also;  so  by  propor- 
tion to  the  whole  church  now,  to  purge  out  the  leaven 
spiritual  there  spoken  of :  which  also  could  not  leaven  the 
whole  lump,  or  church,  in  the  apostle's  meaning,  except  it 
had  concerned  the  whole  church  to  purge  it  out.  1  Cor, 
V.  7. 

3.  The  apostle  wrote  not  to  the  elders  only,  but  with 

*  Epis.  Cicen.  ad  M.  Tort.  lib.  Resp.  p.  43. 
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them  to  the  whole  body,  not  to  be  commingled  with  forni- 
cators, covetous  persons,  or  the  like,  called  brethren ;  he 
therefore  admonisheth  them,  as  the  other,  to  cast  their 
stone  at  the  incestuous  man,  for  the  taking  him  away  from 
the  Lord's  people.  1  Cor.  v.  9,  11. 

Many  more  arguments,  and  the  same  very  clear,  might 
be  drawn  to  this  end,  out  of  the  text  itself;  but  for 
brevity's  sake  I  will  omit  them,  and  annex  this  only  one 
which  followeth,  from  the  second  chapter  of  the  second 
epistle.  The  same  apostle,  writing  to  these  same  Corinth- 
ians, about  the  same  incestuous  person,  but  now  penitent, 
as  before  delinquent,  seriously  exhorts  them,  that  look 
what  severity  they  had  formerly  showed  in  censuring  him 
for  his  sin,  the  like  compassion  they  would  now  show,  in 
receiving  liim  again  upon  his  repentance  :  therein  plainly 
insinuating,  that  this  business  was  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
elders  alone  ;  except  we  will  say,  that  they  alone  were 
made  sad  by  the  apostles'  reproof,  that  they  alone  by  their 
study,  defence,  indignation,  zeal,  &c.,  testified  that  they 
were  pure  in  the  thing,  and  except  it  belonged  to  them 
alone  to  pardon  and  comfort  the  repentant  sinner,  and  to 
confirm  their  love  unto  him.  2  Cor.  ii.  7,  8  ;  vii.  9,  11. 

And  whereas  some  would  inclose  this  whole  power 
within  the  apostle's  circuit,  as  if  he  alone,  bishop-like,  had 
passed  sentence  judiciaiy  upon  the  offender,  and  only 
committed  the  declaration  and  pubhcation  of  it  in  the 
church  to  some  his  substitute,  I  deem  it  not  lost  labour 
briefly  to  show  how  erroneous  this  opinion  is  of  external, 
monarchical  government,  yea,  power  also  which  is  more,  in 
the  church  of  Christ. 

And,  first,  one  alone,  how  great  soever,  cannot  suffice  to 
make  the  church,  or  a  congregation,  which  Christ  hath  fm^- 
nished  with  the  power  of  binding  and  loosing,  Matt.  x\dii. 
17 — iQ^Mc  i3)oth  reason  and  Scriptm^e  teaching,  that  for  an 
assembly  and  congregation,  at  least,  two  or  three  are 
required.  "  The  Chm-ch,  which  name  signifies  a  multitude, 
designing  by  a  new  trope  one  alone  singular  person,"  as 
saith  D.  Wliitaker  against  Stapleton,-]-  going  about  to  prove 

*  Vide  Episc.  Ciceii.  ad  Tort.  pp.  41,  42. 

t  Wliitak.  de  Autlioritate  Scriptiu'se,  lib.  1,  cap.  1,  10. 
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that  "  the  name  of  the  church  belongs  to  the  pastors,  or 
bishops,  or  pope  alone."  • 

2.  It  is  expressly  afhrmed,  2  Cor.  ii.  6,  that  the  incestu- 
ous person  was  censured  by  many  :  which  many  or  more, 
the  apostle  opposeth  to  himself  alone,  as  appeareth  by  the 
context,  and  not  to  all  as  some  eiToneously  think. 

3.  The  apostle  plainly  and  sharply  reproveth  the  Corinth- 
ians for  that,  before  his  writing,  they  had  not  voided  that 
sinful  man  their  holy  fellowship,  and  so  j)re"^ented  the  re- 
port by  which  such  a  crime,  and  the  same  unpunished,  came 
to  his  ears.  This  their  power,  then,  the  man  of  God  doth 
not  seize  into  his  own  hands,  as  forfeit  by  tlieir  default  in 
not  using  it,  but  vehemently,  and  as  became  a  faitliful 
minister,  exhorts  and  admonishes  them  to  use  it,  as  they 
ought,  in  the  judging,  purging  out,  and  taking  from  among 
themselves  that  wicked  man,  and  so  any  other  within,  or 
called  a  brother,  sinning  in  the  like  manner. 

4.  If  the  apostle  Paul,  being  absent  from  Corinth,  had 
excommunicated  tliis  sinner,  then  had  he  judicially  con- 
demned and  judged  a  man  unaccused,  unconvicted,  and 
unreproved,  at  least  face  to  face  and  before  his  judge,- 
than  which  what  more  imjust  can  be  imagined  of,  or 
ascribed  unto,  the  holy  apostle  ?  I  conclude,  therefore, 
vnih  Peter  Martyr  on  1  Cor.  v.,  "  The  apostle,  as  great  as 
he  was,  doth  not  so  far  usm-p  to  himself  power,  as  that  he 
one  and  alone  by  himself  should  excommmiicate :  which 
yet  the  Pope  and  many  bishops  (both  Eomisli  and  Eng- 
lish) dare  do  ;  in  judging  he  goes  before  others,  as  it  is 
meet  the  chief  in  the  church  should  do,  that  so  the  less 
skilful  multitude  might  be  directed  in  judging  by  their 
voting  before  them." 

Thus  much  of  this  place.  The  next  followeth,  which 
is  Acts  i.  20 — 26.  Wlien  anotlier  was  to  succeed  in  the 
room  of  Judas  the  traitor,  not  Peter  alone,  or  the  apostles 
with  him,  but,  that  the  ordination  might  be  just  and  law- 
ful, being  made  with  the  knowledge  of  the  people  assist- 
ant, and  examined  by  the  verdict  and  judgment  of  all,f 
the  multitude  of  the  disciples  together  did  substitute  t^\^o, 
whom  they  deemed  most  excellent,  that  of  them  tlie  Lord, 

*  Gel.  Snecaniis,  Cli.  Biscipl.,  3  parte  Metb.  cap.  2. 
t  CypTian,  1.  1,  Epist.  4. 


Hosted  by  Google 


38  A  JUST  AND  NECESSARY  APOLOGY. 

who  knew  the  hearts  of  all  men,  Acts  i.  24,  might  take 
unto  himself  the  man  which  he  knew  most  fit.  Gal.  i.  1. 
That  which  belonged  unto  God,  namely,  to  design  an 
apostle  immediately,  was  left  unto  him  ;  the  disciples  also, 
in  this  work,  retaining  what  might  be  their  liberty,  which 
Calvin  notes  upon  this  place,  to  have  been  a  kind  of  middle 
temper. 

The  third  place  followeth,  which  is  Acts  vi.  1 — 8,  hand- 
ling the  choice  of  deacons,  and  that  by  the  same  church  in 
Jerusalem,  not  now  small,  as  before,  but  (which  I  wish 
may  be  marked  to  stop  the  passage,  which  some  think  lies 
open  for  escape  through  smaller  assemblies)  now  become 
great  and  populous.  In  this  business  the  apostles  inform 
the  church  what  kind  of  men  they  ought  to  choose  :  the 
multitude  chooseth  whom  they  judge  fit  and  meet  accord- 
ingly, and  the  same  present  to  the  apostles ;  upon  whom, 
so  chosen  by  the  people,  the  said  apostles  impose  hands  as 
a  solemn  symbol  of  their  consecration,  joining  therewith 
common  prayer.  Now  if  the  deacons  only  be  trusted  with 
the  church's  money,  were  not  to  be  made  but  by  the 
people's  suffrage  and  election :  much  less  pastors  and 
elders,  unto  whose  fidelity  under  Christ  the  same  church 
doth  commit  the  incomparable  treasure  of  their  souls. 

To  the  same  pm^pose,  in  regard  of  the  matter  in  hand, 
serveth  that  which  we  read,  Acts  xiv.  23,  where  "Paul  and 
Barnabas  do  ordain  elders  in  eveiy  church,  by  suffrages," 
not  their  own,  as  some  fancy,  unto  whom  to  lift  up  and  to 
lay  on  hands  is  all  one,  but  the  people's  ;  or  "by  the  lift- 
ing up  of  hands,"  by  which  sign  the  Grecians,  as  appears  in 
Demosthenes  and  others,  the  peoj^le's  vote  or  voice  giving 
in  their  popular  assemblies  was  wont  to  be  made.  I  add, 
which  is.  especially  to  be  observed,  that  the  apostles,  in 
doing  their  part  in  the  ordination  of  elders,  did  what  they 
did  as  it  were  by  the  way;  staying  only,  most  like,  two  or 
three  days  in  a  place :  so  as  they  could  not  j^ossibly  by 
their  own  exjDerience  take  sufficient  knowledge,  what  per- 
sons in  the  church  were  ajDt  to  teach  or  govern :  who  able 
to  exhort  with  sound  doctrine,  and  to  convince  the  gain- 
sayers  :  how  unblameable  they  were,  how  watchful,  given 
to  hospitality,  temperate,  &c.,  and  with  these,  how  manner- 
ed wives  and  children  they  had.     I  Tim.  iii.   1 — 7;  Tit. 
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L  7.  These  things  only,  the  brethren,  which  conversed 
with  them  publicly  and  privately,  could  sufficiently  take 
knowledge  and  experience  of.  Upon  their  electing  them, 
did  the  ordination  conferred  by  the  apostles,  as  the  hands 
of  the  church,  depend.  By  election,  the  persons  elected 
have  right  to  their  offices ;  into  the  actual  possession 
whereof  they  are  solemnly  admitted  by  ordination. 

This  troop  of  proofs,  that  knoT^Ti  and  notable  place, 
Acts  XV.,  shall  shut  up  :  in  which  we  have  the  people's 
liberty  in  the  chmxhes,  both  of  Antioch  and  Jerusalem, 
plentifully  confirmed  and  commended  by  apostohc  practice 
to  ensuing  churches,  and  times. 

And  first,  It  is  evident,  that  in  the  Chmxh  of  Antioch, 
together  with  the  elders,  which,  it  appears  then  it  had, 
Acts  xiv.  2],  23,  the  brethren  were  admitted  into  the 
fellowship  of  the  business,  and  disquisition  made  about 
circumcision  :-^  Paul  and  Barnabas,  with  the  rest  of  the 
delegates,  then  sent,  being  "  brought  on  their  journey  by 
the  church,"  ver.  3,  the  letters  also  being  ^Titten  back 
from  Jerusalem  "  to  the  brethren  which  were  at  Antioch," 
ver.  23,  and  which  is  specially  to  be  noted,  then,  and  not 
before,  "  delivered  when  the  multitude  were  come  toge- 
ther," ver.  30.  So  in  the  church  at  Jerusalem  the  mes- 
sengers from  Antioch  were  received  not  only  "  of  the 
apostles  and  elders,"  but  of  *'  the  church,"  with  them, 
ver.  4.  And  as  the  question  was  propounded  so  was  it 
discussed  before  the  whole  church  by  "  the  apostles  and 
elders  coming  together  to  look  unto  that  business,"  ver.  6, 
yet  not  so  as  the  brethren  were  wholly  bound  to  silence, 
seeing  that  ver.  11,  the  whole  multitude  is  said  to  have 
held  their  peace ;  that  is,  to  have  yielded  to  Peter's  speech, 
and  reasons.  Lastly,  As  "  Silas  and  Judas"  were  sent  with 
Paul  and  Barnabas,  "  by  the  apostles,  and  elders,  with  the 
whole  church,"  unto  Ajitioch,  ver.  22,  so  were  the  letters 
written  back  in  the  name  of  them  all  ''  to  the  brethren  at 
Antioch,"  ver.  23.  And  although  the  decrees  to  be  obsei-ved 
by  the  churches  of  the  Gentiles,  whereof  no  one,  excepting 
Antioch,  had  any  delegates  present,  which  were  also  part 
of  the  Word  of  God,  and  holy  canon,  could  come  from 
none  other  than  the  apostles,  immediately  inspired  by  the 
*  TVTiitak.  de  Author.  Scrip,  lib.  1,  ch.  5,  sect.  1. 
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Holy  Ghost,  they  notwithstanding  in  the  publishing  of  tie 
same,  did  not  disdain  the  consenting  suffrage  of  the 
brethren  of  that  particular  church,  of  Jerusalem,  where  the 
assembly  was.* 

And  surely,  if  it  ever  did,  or  could  appertain  to  any 
church  officers  or  governors  whatsoever  to  represent  the 
church  assemblies,  in  elections,  censures,  and  other  eccle- 
siastical judgments,  and  occurrences ;  then  without  doubt 
unto  the  apostles  in  an  eminent^  and  peculiar  manner, 
especially  living  in  that  rude,  and  childish  state  of  the 
church,  considering  both  how  superlative  then-  office  was,, 
and  how  admirable  their  gifts,  and  endowments  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  together  with  then-  incomparable  both  piety,  and 
prudence  ;  by  which  they  were  both  most  able,  and  willing, 
to  promote  the  Christian  faith  in  holiness.  And  although 
this  constant  and  uniform  both  practice  and  institution  of 
the  apostles  unto  divers  politic  persons,  swelling  with  pride 
of  fleshly  reason,  despising  apostolical  simplicity,  and  who, 
as  Ireneus  speaks,f  would  be  rectifiers  of  the  apostles, 
seem  worthy  of  light  regard,  yet  to  us,  who  beheve  with 
Theodoret,  that  we  *'  ought  to  rest  m  the  apostolical  and 
prophetical  demonstrations;"!  and  who,  with^Tertullian,  do 
adore  the  fulness  of  the  Scriptm'es,§  they  seem  of  singular 
weight  and  moment. 

And  whilst  I  consider  with  myself,  in  the  fear  of  God, 
how  it  was  the  apostles'  duty  to  teach  the  disciples  of 
Christ  "  to  observe  whatsoever  he  commanded  them,"  Matt. 
xxviii.  20;  and  how  the  apostle  Paul  testifieth,  that  even 
the  things  which  he  wrote,  touching  order  and  comeli- 
ness to  be  observed  in  the  church  exercises,  were  the  com- 
mandments of  the  Lord,  1  Cor.  xiv.  87 ;  as  also  how  the 
same  apostle  clearly  professeth,  that  he  and  his  fellow- 
officers  were  only  to  be  reputed  as  ministers  and  ambas- 
sadors of  Christ,  1  Cor.  iv.  1;  2  Cor.  v.  20;  to  whom  there- 
fore in  the  execution  of  their  office,  it  was  not  permitted  to 
do,  or  speak  the  least  thing,  which  they  had  not  in  charge 
from  him ;  it  is  unto  me  a  matter  of  great  scruple,  and 
conscience,  to  depart  one  hair-breadth,  (extraordinary  acci- 

*  Johan.  Wolfius,  in  2  Kings  xxiii. 
t  In  Adv.  Hferes.  lib.  3.  t  Theodor.  Dial.  1. 

§  TertuU.  ad  Hermog. 
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dents  ever  excepted)  firom  their  practice,  and  institution,  in 
anything  truly  ecclesiastical,  though  never  so  small  in  itself; 
— whatsoever,  by  whomsoever,  and  with  what  colour  soever 
is  invented,  and  imposed ; — touching  the  government  of 
the  church,  which  is  the  "  house  and  tabernacle  of  the  U^dng 
God."  2  Tim.  iii.  15.  And  a  paiiner  in  this  faith  I  do  hope 
to  live,  and  die,  and  to  appear  before  Jesus  Christ,  with 
boldness  in  that  great  and  fearful  day  of  his  coming. 

I  add,  that  seeing  the  Christian  congregation,  as  the 
spouse  of  Christ,  free  and  ingenuous,  hath  the  church 
officers  whosoever,  as  Christ  Jesus  her  husband's,  so  also 
her  servants  for  Jesus'  sake,  whomi,  imder  Christ,  she 
trusteth  with  her  eternal  salvation,  and  unto  whom  for 
their  labour  she  oweth  wages  for  relief  and  maiatenance, 
2  Cor.  iv.  5  ;  1  Tim.  iv.  16;  v.  17,  18  ;  consideriag  also  how 
much  it  makes  both  to  whet  on  the  diligence  of  the  minis- 
ters, and  to  enforce  the  dihgence  of  the  people,  whilst 
these  on  the  one  side  consider  with  themselves,  how  they 
have  them  set  over  them,  whom  above  others  themselves 
have  liked,  and  made  choice  of;  and  they  on  the  other 
side,  that  they  are  set  over  those  by  whom  they  before 
others  were  made  choice  of,  and  elected:  that  which 
Cyprian  hath,-  seemeth  most  equal,  and  of  institution 
moral,  and  unchangeable,  that  "  the  commonalty  fearing 
God  and  keeping  his  commandments,  should  have  the 
special  hand  either  in  choosing  of  worthy  priests,  or  minis- 
ters, or  of  rejecting  the  unworthy:  which  also,."  saithhe, 
*'we  see  to  be  founded  upon  Divine  authority." 

The  sajne  is  to  be  held  of  excommmiication.  Seeing 
liiat  it  behoveth  the  Christian  multitude  to  avoid  the  fel- 
lowship of  the  excommunicated,  not  only  in  the  course  of 
religion,  but  even  ui  common  and  famihar  conversation, 
(the  rights  of  natm^e,  family,  and  commonwealth  ever  kept 
inviolated) :  and  that  whom  yesterday  I  was  to  repute  a 
brother  near  and  dear  in  Christ,  to-morrow  I  must  hold 
as  a  "  heathen  and  publican,"  and  as,  "  for  the  destruction 
of  the  flesh,  delivered  to  Satan,"  Matt,  x^iii.  17 ;  1  Cor.  v.  5  : 
who  is  so  imequal  a  judge  as  not  to  think  it  a  most  equal 
thing,  that  the  multitude  should  clearly,  and  imdoubtedly, 
take  knowledge  both  of  the  heinousness  of  the  crime,  and 
*  Cypr.  Epist.  4,  lib.  iv.  1. 
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incorrigible  contumacy  of  the  person,  after  the  use  of  all 
means  and  remedies  for  reclaiming  him.  This,  if  it  be  not 
done,  then  doth  not  the  church  herein  Hve  by  her  own,  but 
hj  her  officers'  faith,  neither  are  her  governors  to  be 
reputed  as  servants,  but  lords  unto  her;  neither  do  they 
exercise  their  office  popularly  in  the  church  as  they  ought, 
but  tyrannically,  as  they  ought  not,  by  Chrysostom's 
verdict.  His  words  are  these  :*  "  He  who  bears  himself 
upon  an  external  and  worldly  power,  because  he  rules 
legally,  and  that  men  must  of  necessity  obey  him,  doth 
ofttimes,  and  that  not  wdthout  cause,  exercise  authority 
against  the  will,  and  well-liking  of  his  subjects.  But  on 
the  other  side,  he  who  will  be  over  those,  who  voluntarily 
submit  unto  him,  and  can  him  thank,  and  yet  will  presume 
to  do  things  as  himself  liketh,  and  as  if  he  were  to  give 
account  to  none  other  thereof,  that  man  rather  exerciseth 
his  authority  tyrannically  than  popularly.'* 

The  Lord  God  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  those  who  bear 
greatest  sway  in  the  reformed  churches,  to  endeavour  the 
furnishing  of  the  same  with  such  elders,  as  may  both  fully, 
and  constantly,  and  popularly,  discharge  their  place,  for 
the  peace  of  their  own  consciences  before  God,  the  edifica- 
tion of  the  churches  over  which  they  are  set,  as  also  for 
the  abating,  if  not  abolishing,  of  that  contempt  in  which 
prelatists  and  supercilious  persons  use  to  hold  these  lay- 
elders,  as  they  call  them. 

But  now  lest  any  should  take  occasion,  either  by  the 
things  here  spoken  by  us,  or  elsewhere  of  us,  to  conceive, 
that  we  either  exercise  amongst  ourselves,  or  would  thrust 
upon  others,  any  popular,  or  democratical  church  govern- 
ment ;  may  it  please  the  Christian  reader  to  make  estimate 
of  both  our  judgment  and  j)ractice  in  this  point,  according 
to  these  three  declarations  following. 

First,  We  believe,  that  the  external  church  government 
under  Christ,  the  only  mediator  and  monarch  thereof,  is 
plainly  aristocratical,  and  to  be  administered  by  some 
certain  choice  men,  although  the  state,  which  many  unskil- 
fully confound  with  the  government,  be  after  a  sort  popular 
and  democratical.f     By  this  it  appertains  to  the  people 

*  Chrysost.  in  Epist.  ad  Titum. 
f  Bodinum  de  Repub.,  lib.  2,  cap.  idt. 
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freely  to  vote  in  elections  and  judgments  of  the  church : 
in  respect  of  the  other,  we  make  account  it  behoves  the 
elders  to  govern  the  people,  even  in  their  voting,  in  just 
hberty,  given  by  Christ  whatsoever.  1  Cor.  xii.  28 ;  1  Tim. 
v.  17;  Heb.  xiii.  17.  Let  the  elders  publicly  propound, 
and  order  all  things  in  the  church,  and  so  give  their 
sentence  on  them ;  let  them  reprove  them  that  sin,  con- 
vince the  gainsayers,  comfort  the  repentant,  and  so  ad- 
minister all  things  according  to  the  prescript  of  God's 
Word :  let  the  people  of  faith  give  their  assent  to  their 
elders'  holy  and  lawful  administration :  that  so  the  eccle- 
siastical elections  and  censures  may  be  ratified,  and  put 
into  solemn  execution  by  the  elders,  either  in  the  ordination 
of  officers  after  election,  or  excommunication  of  offenders 
after  obstinacy  in  sin. 

2.  We  doubt  not  but  that  the  elders  both  lawfully  may, 
and  necessarily  ought,  and  that  by  virtue  of  their  office,  to 
meet  aj^art  at  times  from  the  body  of  the  church,  to  deli- 
berate of  such  things  as  concern  her  welfare,  as  for  the 
preventing  of  things  unnecessar}-,  so  for  the  preparing, 
according  to  just  order,  of  things  necessary,  so  as  publicly, 
and  before  the  people,  they  may  be  prosecuted  with  most 
conveniency,  and  least  trouble,  that  may  be.  Acts  xx.  18. 

3.  By  the  people  whose  liberty,  and  right  in  voting,  we 
thus  avow,  and  stand  for,  in  matters  truly  public  and  eccle- 
siastical, we  do  not  understand,  as  it  hath  pleased  some 
contumeliously  to  upbraid  us,  women,  and  children ;  but 
only  men,  and  them  grown,  and  of  discretion :  making 
account,  that  as  children  by  their  nonage,  so  women  by 
their  sex  are  debarred  of  the  use  of  authority  in  the  church. 
iCor.xiv.  34,  35;  1  Tim.  ii.  12. 


CHAPTER  V. 

OF  HOLY  DAYS. 


It  seemeth  not  without  all  leaven  of  superstition,  that 
the  Dutch  reformed  churches  do  obsers-e  certain  days  con- 
secrated as  holy  to  the  nativity,  resurrection,  and  ascen- 
sion of  Christ,  and  the  same  also  (as  it  commonly  comes 
to  pass  where  human  devices  are  reai'ed  up  by  the  side  of 
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Divine  institutions)  much  fity)re  holy  than  the  Lord's-day, 
by  him  himself  appointed. 

And  for  this,  first  we  are  taught  by  Moses,  thus  speak- 
ing unto  the  people  of  Israel  in  the  name  of  the  Lord : 
"  Verily,  my  Sabbaths  ye  shall  keep  ;  for  it  is  a  sign 
between  me  and  you  throughout  yom^  generations,  that  ye 
may  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  that  doth  sanctify  you," 
Exod.  xxxi.  13,  that  it  appertains  unto  Gad  alone  (and  to ' 
no  man,  or  angel)  as  to  sanctify  whether  person,  or  thing, 
so  to  institute  the  signs,  or  means  of  sanctification,  of 
which  number  holy  days  are.  I  add,  if  the  Lord  as  Je- 
hovah, and  the  God  of  his  people  Israel,  Exod.  xx.  8,  and 
supreme  lawgiver,  do  ordain  the  sanctification  of  a  day  in 
the  'decalogue,  how  far  should  God's  servants  be,  either 
magistrates  from  taking  this  honom*  of  God  unto  them- 
selves by  commanding  a  holy  day ;  or  subjects  by  observ- 
ing it^  to  give  the  same  unto  any  other  save  God  alone  ? 

2.  It  was  not  the  least  jDart  of  Israel's  defection,  first  in 
the  wilderness,  afterwards  under  Jeroboam,  that  they 
ordained  a  feast  to  Jehovah,  whom  they  represented  to 
themselves  by  the  golden  calves  which  they  had  made. 

3.  Seeing  that  every  first  day  of  the  week,  called  by  John,, 
the  Lord's-day,  is  consecrated  by  Christ  himself  and  his 
apostles  to  the  memorial  of  Clirist's  resmTection,  and 
God's  solemn  worship  ;  it  seems  too  much  for  any  mortal 
man  to  appoint,  or  make  an  anniversary  memorial,  and  the 
same  most  solemn  and  sacred,  of  the  same  resm-rection,  or 
so  to  observe  it. 

Lastly.  That  you  may  see  it  was  a  man,  from  whom  this 
device  came,  and  so  erred,  as  one  saith,  (not  to  meddle 
with  the  uncertainty  either  of  the  day  of  the  month,  or 
month  of  the  year  in  which  Christ  was  boiTi,  as  it  is  most 
certain  on  the  contrary  that  this  twenty-fifth  of  December 
cannot  be  the  time),  what  good  reason,  I  would  know,  can 
be  rendered,  why  a  day  should  be  consecrated  rather  to  the 
birth,  circumcision,  and  ascension  of  Christ,  than  to  his 
death,  seeing  that  the  Scriptures  everywhere  do  ascribe 
our  redemption  and  salvation  to  his  .death,  and  passion  in 
special  manner  ? 
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CHAPTER  YL 

OF  THE  CELEBRATION  OF  MARRIAGE  BY  THE  PASTORS  OF  THE 
CHURCH. 

Sixthly,  and  lastly.  We  cannot  assent  to  the  received 
opinion  and  practice  answerable  in  the  reformed  churches, 
by  which  the  pastors  thereof  do  celebrate  marriage  pub- 
licly, and  by  virtue  of  their  office  :  becau.se, 

1 .  The  Holy  Scripture  divinely  inspked,  that  the  man 
of  God,  that  is  the  minister,  may  be  perfectly  fm-nished  to 
every  good  work,  doth  no  where  furnish  or  obhge  the 
minister  to  this  work.  2  Tim.  iii.  16,  17. 

2.  Maniage  doth,  properly  and  immediately,  appertain 
to  the  family,  which  is  primarily  h^amed  of  man  and  wife,* 
and  cities,  and  other  political  bodies  consisting  of  many 
families.  Secondarily  and  immediately,  to  the  common- 
wealth, and  public  governors  of  the  same  :  who,  therefore, 
weighing  their  office,  and  what  concemeth  them  do  accord- 
ingly, hi  the  Low  Countries,  comehly  and  in  good  order  tie 
that  knot  of  that  mairiage  amongst  such  their  subjects,  as 
require  it  at  iheir  hands.  Neither  did  God  as  a  minister 
join  m  maniage  our  first  pai'ents,  as  some  would  make 
him,  but  as  theu'  common  father  by  right  of  creation,  and 
the  chief  master  of  the  mai"riage,t  Gen.  i.  27;  u.  22; 
neither  ought  the  pastor's  office  to  be  stretched  to  any 
other  acts  than  those  of  religion,  and  such  as  are  peculiar 
to  Christians  :  amongst  which  marriage,  common  to  Gen- 
tiles as  well  as  to  them,  hath  no  place.]; 

Lastly.  Considering  how  pox^ish  superstition  hath  so  far 
prevailed,  that  marriage  in  tlie  Romish  church  hath  got  a 
room  amongst  the  sacraments,  truly  and  properly  so 
called,  and  by  Christ  the  Lord  instituted ;  §  the  ^celebra- 
tion, and  consecration  whereof  the  patrons,  and  consorts 
of  that  superstition  will  have  so  tied  to  the  priests'  fingers, 
that  by  the  decree  of  Evaristus  tlie  First,  they  accoimt  the 
marriage  no  better  than  incestuous,  which  the  priest  con- 

*  Keckerm.  Curs.  Pliyl.  Disp.  28,  c.  6. 

t  Cliem.  Exam.  part.  2.  de  Mai-.  J  Bucanus  in  loc.  Com. 

§  Trident.  Cone.  Can.  1.  de  Sac.  Matri.  Polyd.  Yii"gil.  v.  de 
Invent.    Kernm,  v.  5. 
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secrates  not ;  it  the  more  concerns  the  reverend  brethren, 
and  pastors  of  the  reformed  churches  to  see  unto  it,  that 
by  their  practice  they  neither  do,  nor  seem  to  advantage 
this  popish  error. 

And  these  are  the  points  of  our  difference  from  the 
Belgic  churches,  which  are  neither  so  small,  as  that  they 
deserve  to  be  neglected ;  especially  of  them  unto  whom 
nothing  seemeth  small,  which  proceeds  from  the  gracious 
either  mouth  or  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jesus :  nor  yet  so  great, 
as  to  dissolve  the  bond  of  brotherly  charity,  and  com- 
munion. 

If  any  now  shall  object,  that  there  are  yet  other  things 
beside  these,  in  which  we  consort  not  so  well  with  them, 
nor  they  with  us  ;  as  for  example  : — 1.  In  the  s an ctifi cation 
of  the  Lord's -day,  in  which  we  seem  even  superstitiously 
rigid.  2.  In  a  certain  popular  exercise  of  prophecy 
amongst  us.  3.  In  our  dislike  of  the  public  temples,  and 
sundry  other  indifferent  things,  as  they  are  termed;  be- 
sides, that  we  are  accused  by  some  for  not  having  in  due 
estimation  the  magistrate's  authority  in  matters  of  religion  ; 
I  do  answer,  and  first,  that  in  the  two  first  of  these,  the 
same  churches  do  not  differ  from  us  in  judgment,  but  in  prac- 
tice :  as  appears  evidently  by  the  harmony  of  the  Belgic 
synods,  lately  published  by  S.  E.  Of  the  former  of  those 
two,  the  author  of  the  same  book,  testiiieth  in  his  preface 
to  the  reader,  that  the  Synod  held  at  Middleburgh  in 
Zealand,  1581,  did  supplicate  unto  the  magistrate,  that  by 
his  authority  he  would  decree  the  sanctification  of  the 
Lord's-day,  abolishing  the  manifold  abuses  thereof.  That 
sanctification  then  of  the  Lord's-day  which  the  reformed 
churches  do  endeavour  unto,  and  desire  to  have  fortified 
by  the  magistrate's  authority,  that,  we,  considering  it  as 
immediately  imposed  by  Christ  upon  his  churches,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  labour  to  perform,  being  thereunto  induced 
by  the  following,  amongst  other  reasons. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

OF  THE  SANCTIFICATION  OF  THE  LORD's  DAY. 

First,  The  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath  is  a  part  of  the 
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decalogue,  or  moral  law,  written  in  tables  of  stone  by  the 
finger  of  God  :  of  which  Christ  our  Lord  pronounceth,  that 
"no  one  jot  or  tittle  shall  pass  away."  Matt.  v.  18.  Now 
if  it  be  impossible  for  one  tittle  of  the  law  to  be  dissolved, 
much  more  for  a  whole  word,  or  commandment,  and  one 
of  ten ;  by  which  it  should  come  to  pass,  that  Christians 
now  were  not  to  count  of  ten  commandments  of  the  moral 
law,  but  of  nine  only. 

If  reply  be  made  that  the  fom-th  commandment  is  so 
ceremonial,  that  notwithstanding  it  hath  this  moral  in  it, 
that  some  time  be  assigned,  and  taken  for  the  public 
ministry,  and  exercises  of  religion,  I  answer : 

1.  That  the  same  may  be  said  in  general,  of  the 
Mosaical  ceremonies  whatsoever  :  all,  and  every  one  where- 
of affordeth  something  moral.  For  instance,  the  Mosaical 
temple,  or  tabernacle  had  this  moral  in  it,  and  pertaining  to 
us,  as  well  as  to  the  Israelites,  that  it  was  a  fit  and  con- 
venient place  for  the  church  assembly.  Is  therefore  the 
precept  for  the  tabernacle  as  w^ell  moral,  as  that  for  the 
Sabbath  ?  Exod.  xxv.  and  xxvi.  Is  it  alike  a  part  of  the 
decalogue,  and  moral  law  ?  Is  it  alike  one  of  the  ten  com- 
mandments ?  Exod.  XX. 

2.  If  the  moral  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath  stand  in 
this,  that  some  time  be  assigned  to  the  public  ministry, 
then  were  the  Israehtes,  especially  the  j^riests,  and  Levites, 
bound  to  an  every-day  Sabbath  and  sanctification  moral, 
being  bound  every  day  to  offer  in  the  tabernacle,  and 
temple,  two  young  lambs,  the  one  at  momiDg,  the  other  at 
evening  for  a  daily  sacrifice.     Numb,  xxviii.  3,  4. 

3.  If  the  second  precept  of  the  decalogue  do  in  the 
affirmative  part  CDJoin  all  outward  instituted  worship  of 
God;  then  also  by  consequence  it  requires  some  set  time, 
as  a  natural  circumstance  absolutely  necessary  to  eveiy 
finite  action,  in  which  the  same  worship  is  to  be  per- 
fonned.  In  vain  then  is  the  fourth  commandment,  and  to 
no  purpose,  if  it  enjoin  nothing  at  all,  but  that  which  was 
enjoined  before,  namely  in  the  second. 

4.  The  very  essence  of  the  fourth  commandDient  con- 
sists in  this,  that  a  day  of  seven  be  kept  holy,  that  is 
separated  from  common  use,  and  consecrated  to  God,  in 
which  as  in  a  holy  day  the  works  of  Divine  worship,  and 
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such  as  serve  for  the  spiritual  man  ought  to  be  exercised, 
as  appears  plainly  by  the  reason  taken  from  God's  ex- 
ample, upon  which  the  commandment  is  founded.  Take 
this  away,  and  the  life  of  the  precept  seemeth  to  suffer 
violence.  The  truly  godly  take  some  time  for  the  exercises 
of  God's  worship  not  only  public,  and  ecclesiastical,  but 
private  also,  and  domestical :  yea  in  their  closets,  as  Christ 
teacheth.  Matt.  vi.  6.  Yet  are  not  these  either  times  or 
places,  in  which  such  things  are  done,  than  others  are. 
Either  therefore  a  day  in  itself  must  be  holy,  by  Divine 
institution,  or  the  decalogue  is  maimed  in  the  fourth 
commandment. 

But  you  wiD.  doubtless  object  the  change  made  from  the 
last  day,  to  the  first  day  of  the  week.  I  answer,  1,  That 
change  is  merely  circumstantial,  and  in  which  also  the 
essence  of  the  precept  is  not  abolished,  but  established. 
As  for  example.  God  promised  unto  children  duly  honour- 
ing their  parents  a  long  life  in  that  land,  Exod.  xx.  12,  to 
wit  of  Canaan,  then  to  be  possessed  by  his  people,  "which 
the  Lord  thy  God  gave  unto  them. "  The  same  promise  by 
the  a]30stle's  testimony  still  stands  good  to  obedient  chil- 
dren, Ephes.  vi.  2,  though  out  of  Canaan,  and  in  another 
land,  so  doth  the  same  precept  stand  in  force  for  the  sanc- 
tification  of  the  Sabbath,  though  removed  to  another  of  the 
seven  days  by  the  Lord's  hand. 

2.  It  is  evident  that  this  alteration  was  made  both  upon 
weighty  ground,  and  warrantable  authority.  The  ground 
is  Christ  om'  Saviour's  resurrection  from  the  dead  :  in 
which  man's  new  creation,  (at  least  in  respect  of  Christ 
working  the  same  in  the  state  of  humiliation  for  that  end 
undertaken)  was  perfected :  a  new  kind  of  kingdom  of  God, 
Luke  vii.  28,  after  a  sort  established :  and,  as  the  Scrip- 
tures speak,  all  things  made  new.  And  why  not  also  a 
new  Sabbath  after  a  sort  ?  in  which  yet  notwithstanding 
the  former,  as  the  creation  also  by  Christ,  is  not  so 
properly  abolished,  as  perfected. 

The  authority  upon  which  this  change  leaneth,  is  no  less 
than  of  Christ  himself :  who,  first,  by  word  of  mouth  for 
the  forty  days  after  his  resurrection,  taught  the  disciples 
the  things,  which  appertained  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  that 
is,  as  Calvin  saith,=^=  ''  Whatsoever  things  they  published 
*  Calv.  ill  Acts  i,  3. 
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either  by  word  or  writing  afterward."  2.  By  his  example, 
or  fact,  setting  himself  in  the  midst  of  the  same  his  ajDO- 
stles,  the  first  day  of  the  week,  John  xx.  19,  26;  Luke 
xxiv.  36,  and  as  Junius  saith,^  eveiy  eighth  day,  till  his 
ascension  into  heaven  :  and  therein  not  only  blessing  them 
with  his  bodily,  but  much  more,  with  his  spiritual,  and 
that  special  presence.  3.  By  his  Spirit  speaking  in  his 
apostles,  whose  office  it  was  to  teach  his  discij)les  to  ob- 
serve what  things  soever  he  had  commanded  them,  and  to 
declare  unto  them  the  whole  counsel  of  God :  who  also  in 
their  whole  ministration  were  to  be  reputed  none  other 
than  the  ministers  of  Christ;  Matt  xxviii.  20;  Acts  xx.  27; 
1  Cor.  iv.  1 ;  and  lastly,  whose  both  writing  (and  preach- 
ings accordingly)  even  about  order  and  comeliness  to  be 
kept  in  the  church  exercises  were  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord  Jesus.  1  Cor.  xiv.  37.  Agreeable  hereunto  it 
was,  that  the  Apostle  Paul  coming  to  Troas,  and  there  with 
his  company  abiding  seven  days,  he  did  not  till  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  which  yet  was  the  last  of  the  seven,  call 
together  the  disciples  to  eat  bread,  that  is  to  communicate 
in  the  Lord's  Supper.  Acts  xx.  6,  7.  Hereupon  also  it 
was,  that  the  same  apostle  ordained,  that  on  every  first  day 
of  the  week,  1  Cor.  xvi.  1,  2,  as  on  a  day  sanctified  for  the 
holy  assemblies,  and  fittest  for  most  effectual  provocations 
to  the  supplying  of  the  necessities  of  tlie  poor  saints,  every 
one  of  the  richer  sort  should  lay  something  apart,  as  God 
had  blessed  him,  for  the  relief  of  the  chmxhes  in  Syria,  at 
that  time  oppressed  with  great  penmy,  and  want.  Lastly, 
Upon  none  other  ground  but  this,  was  this  day,  by  Jolni 
the  Apostle,  named  expressly  the  Lord  s-day,  Eev.  i.  10,  as 
being  consecrated  to  the  resurrection  and  senice  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  :  for  which  end  also  it  was  kept  in  the  jDrimitive 
churches,  as  appeareth  by  most  ancient  and  authentic 
writers.!  Neither  did  Patmos  more  distinctly  denote  a 
certain  and  known  island,  and  John  a  certain  and  kno^\Ti 
person,  than  did  the  Lord's-day  a  day  certain,  and  kno\\Ti 
especially  unto  Christians,  unto  whom  the  apostle  \\Tote. 

*  Junius  in  Gen.  ii.  2. 

t  Ignat.  ad  Magnes.  Just.  Mart^T,  Apol.  2.  Tertull.  deldol.  Euseb. 
1.  4,  2,  de  Dionys. 

VOL.  III.  E 
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Whereunto  also  agreeth  that  of  Austin.*  This  Lord's-day 
is  therefore  so  called,  because  on  that  day  the  Lord  rose 
again,  or  that  by  the  very  name  it  might  teach  us,  how  it 
ought  to  be  consecrated  to  the  Lord. 

The  second  reason  is,  because  the  sanctification  of  the 
Sabbath,  the  circumstantial  change  notwithstanding,  doth 
as  well  belong  to  us  in  our  times,  as  to  the  Israelites  in 
theirs ;  whether  we  respect  the  reason  of  the  command- 
ment, or  the  end.  The  reason  is  taken  from  the  example 
of  God  himself,  who  rested  the  seventh  day  from  the  works 
of  creation.  The  ends  are,  1.  That  we  framing  ourselves 
to  God's  example,  after  six  days  spent  in  servile  works,  or 
works  of  acquisition,  might  rest  the  seventh.  2.  That  we 
might  recount  with  ourselves,  not  only  with  thanldul,  but 
also  composed  hearts,  as  the  creation  of  man,  and  of  all 
other  things  for  man's  good,  so  also  his  re-creation,  and 
renovation  clearly  shining  in  the  resurrection  of  Chi'ist 
from  the  dead.  1  Pet.  i.  3.  3.  That  sequestring  our  hearts, 
tongues,  and  hands  from  every  servile  work,  so  far  as 
human  infirmity  will  bear,  we  might  consecrate  unto  God 
a  certain  and  set  time  and  day,  for  the  works  of  piety 
towards  him,  and  of  charity  towards  men.  Isa.  Iviii.  13. 
And  albeit  the  state  of  Israel  of  old  compared  with  ours, 
was  childish,  and  elementary,  and  so  needed  the  more 
helps  both  for  restraint  and  supportance,  Gal.  iv.  1 ;  yet 
have  not  we  attained  to  such  manlike  perfection,  as  that 
we  need  none  at  all  in  this  kind. 

And  not  to  meddle  with  the  rabble  of  Christians,  whose 
aversion  from  the  due  sanctification  of  this  day  gives  no 
obscure  testimony,  that  the  same  is  sacred  and  of  God, 
from  which  their  profane  conversation  so  much  abliorreth, 
how  behoveful  and  necessaiy  it  is  for  the  true  worshij^pers 
of  God,  that  for  some  certain,  and  whole  day  they  should 
empty  and  d.isburden  their  hearts  of  their  earthly  cares, 
though  in  themselves  lawful,  that  so  they  might  wholly 
consecrate  themselves  to  God,  j)ublicly  in  his  house,  and 
privately  in  their  own;  partly  by  prejDaring  themselves, 
and  theirs  for  the  public  worship,  and  ministry,  and  partly 
by  calling  to  mind  in  themselves,  and  instructing,  and  ex- 
aminmg  of  those  which  belong  unto  them,  as  they  ought, 
*  August,  de  Yerb.  Apost.  Serm.  15^. 
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touching  the  things  which  they  have  publicly  heard  ;  as 
also  in  meditating  of  the  most  glorious  works  of  God's 
hands^  the  very  experience  of  eveiy  godly  and  devout  man 
may  teach  him.  He  that  sells  himseh"  to  the  holy,  and 
severe  observations  of  this  the  Lord's  sabbath,  "  turning 
away  his  foot  from  the  Sabbath,  not  to  do  that  wherein  he 
delighteth  on.  the  Lord's  holy  day,  and  caUing  the  sabbath  a 
\delight,  the  holy  of  the  Lord,  and  honom^able,  and  shall 
honom-  him,  not  doing  his  owti  ways,  nor  performing  his 
own  pleasure,  or  speaking  his  o^ii  words ;  then  shall  he 
delight  himself  m  the  Lord,  and  he  will  cause  him  to  ride 
upon  the  high  places  of  the  earth,  and  feed  him  with  the 
heritage  of  Jacob  his  father,  because  the  mouth  of  the 
Lord  hath  spoken  it."  Isa.  Iviii.  13,  14.  Vvliereas  on  the 
contrary,  no  man  doth  or  can  neglect  the  same  mthout 
appai-ent  prejudice  and  ^vrong  to  piety  and  goodness  both 
in  himself,  and  those  under  him.  To  let  pass  other  things, 
how  easily  doth  this  thought  steal  into  the  heart  not 
thoroughly  persuaded  of  the  holiness  of  this  day  ?  "Wlaat 
now  !  There  is  in  the  day  no  holiness  by  God's  appoint- 
ment, save  only,  as  in  it,  the  public  sermons  of  the  church 
with  prayer  and  thanksgiving  ai'e  to  be  frequented,  and 
performed  :  for  me  to  be  present  at  every  sermon,  specially 
made  in  city,  both  on  the  Lord's -day,  and  eveiy  other  day 
of  the  week,  my  special  calhng,  and  Vorldly  affairs  will  not 
permit :  besides,  it  were  veiy  commodious  for  me  on  this 
Lord's-day,  to  make  an  end  of  such  or  such  a  work  which 
I  have  in  hand,  to  deal  in  such  a  business,  to  undertake 
such  a  journey;  and  what  should  hinder  me  from  so 
doing?  But  pro\dded  always,  upon  this  condition,  that 
look  what  this  day  wants,  the  morrow,  or  next  dav  shall 
plentifully  supply  :  or,  if  it  so  fall  out,  through  mine  im- 
portunate business,  that  I  be  something  more  behind  this 
week  in  tliese  tilings,  I  will  certauily,  and  at  the  fm-thest, 
the  next  week  be  so  much  the  more  frequent  in  them, 
and  so  make  God,  and  my  soul  amends.  And  why,  as  is  the 
guise  of  ill  debtors,  will  not  men  deshe,  and  talve  longer 
day,  even  to  months,  and  years  also  ?  considering  how^'on 
the  one  side  the  heart  of  man  is  daily  faster  taken  and 
held  by  the  bait  of  worldly  profit  and  pleasm^e  :  and  on 
the  other,  less  ajffectioned  to  God's  Holy  Word,  by  the  less 
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frequent  hearing  of  it.  And  hence,  alas,  cometh  it  to  pass, 
that  true  piety  languisheth  so  much  in  the  most,  and  with 
it  such  other  Christian  virtues  as  use  to  accompany  it. 
Hence  flow  those  tears  of  sorrow,  and  lamenting,  which  no 
true  Christian  casting  his  eyes  upon  the  reformed  churches 
can  forbear. 

The  third  reason  is  taken  from  that  apostolical  deter- 
mination, wrested  by  many  to  a  contrary  meaning,  Col. 
ii.  16,  17,  "  Let  no  man  therefore  judge  you  in  meat,  or 
drink,  or  in  respect  of  a  feast  or  new  moon,  or  sabbaths ; 
which  are  the  shadow  of  good  things  to  come,  but  the 
body  is  Christ."  Whence  it  appeareth  more  than  plainly, 
that  only  those  Sabbaths  are  abolished  by  Christ's  com- 
ing in  the  flesh,  which  were  types  and  figures  of  Christ 
to  come,  of  which  sort  as  there  were  not  a  few  instituted 
of  God  by  Moses,  so  doth  this  apostle  here,  and  elsewhere 
sufficiently  declare  the  abrogating,  and  abolishing  of  the 
same  by  Christ.  But  that  the  Sabbath  of  which  we  now 
speak  comes  in  that  reckoning  we  plainly  deny. 

For,  1.  In  its  primary  institution.  Gen.  ii.,  there  can 
nothing  be  found  not  wholly  moral.  Let  a  man  having 
many  eyes  as  Argus,  search  the  same  with  a  candle,  he 
seeks,  as  we  say,  a  knot  in  a  bulrush,  if  he  think  to  find 
in  it  any  either  shadow  of  Christ,  or  shadow  of  shadow.  If 
any  shall  except,  that  God  by  Moses  did  enjoin  unto  the 
Israelites  the  sanctification  of  this  day,  "  that  it  might  be  a 
sign  between  him  and  Israel  throughout  their  generations, 
that  they  might  know  that  he  is  the  Lord  that  doth  sanctify 
them."  Exod.  xxxi.  13.  I  do  answer,  first,  in  the  words  of 
Ai'minius,  that  "  the  reason  upon  which  God  did  after- 
wards commend  unto  his  people,  the  sanctification  of  the 
sabbath  because  it  was  a  sign  between  God  and  his  people, 
that  it  was  Jehovah  that  sanctified  them,  may  be  aiDj^lied 
to  the  times  of  the  new  testament,  and  further,  with  them 
also,  the  sabbath's  sanctification."-  2.  Admit  that  this  use 
were  ceremonial,  and  typical  in  the  fourth  commandment, 
yet  were  tliere  no  force  in  the  consequence  from  one  end 
and  use  typical  and  ceremonial,  superinduced,  and 
brought  in  upon  the  precept,  to  prove  the  precept  itself 
ceremonial  and  typical  in  the  institution.  By  the  same 
*  Armin.  in  Theol.  Disp.  Priv.  pp.  186,  187. 
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reason  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  both  the  covenant  of  God 
made  with  Abraham,  "  I  will  be  thy  God,  and  the  God  of 
thy  seed,"  as  also  the  right  of  the  first-bom,  Gen.  xlix.  3  ; 
for  a  double  portion,  and  many  things  more  of  like  con- 
sideration, were  merely  ceremonial  and  t}Tpical,  seeing 
that  even  unto  them  also,  were  annexed,  and  that  by  God's 
appointment,  divers  typical  and  temporal  respects :  of 
which  notwithstanding  none  soundly  minded  \vill  deny, 
that  the  one  is  evangelical,  and  the  other  natural.  Gal.  iii. 
8,  16,  17.  3.  Considering  that  the  observ^ation  of  this 
sabbath  was  either  enjoined,  as  I  persuade  myself  it  was 
from  Gen.  ii.  1 — 3,  and  Exod.  xvi.  26,  30,  to  Adam,  in 
innocency  and  not  yet  needing  Christ  ;  or  at  least,  that 
the  reason  of  the  institution  did  fit  the  state  of  innocency 
as  well,  as  it  did  the  Israelites  afterward,  I  do  undoubtedly 
conclude,  that  the  same  Sabbath  in  the  primary,  and  essen- 
tial institution  thereof  is  not  to  come  upon  their  file,  which 
as  the  shadows  of  future  things  had  Christ  for  the  body. 

Fourthly,  I  argue  from  that  premonition  of  Christ,  Matt, 
xxiv.  20,  *'  Pray  that  your  flight  be  not  in  winter  nor  on  the 
Sabbath."  I  am  not  ignorant  how  the  most  divines  both 
ancient,  and  later  do  understand  this  sermon,  as  Chrj^sos- 
tom  saith,  as  made  of  the  Jews ;  seeing  that,  as  the  same 
author  hath  it,  *'  neither  the  apostles  did  obseiTe  the  Sab- 
bath-day, neither  yet  were  they  in  Judea  when  these  tilings 
were  done  of  the  Eomans  :  many  of  them  having  de- 
parted this  life,  and  the  rest,  (if  any  survived)  ha\ing  be- 
stowed themselves  in  other  places."-:'  But,  with  due 
reverence  to  them  all  be  it  spoken,  it  seemeth  by  the  text 
to  be  othenvise.  For  1.  Christ  made  not  this  sermon  to 
the  Jews,  as  Jews,  but  to  his  disciples,  and  those  alone, 
and  the  same  coming  unto  him  secretly  to  be  taught  by 
him :  ver.  3  ;  whom  he  forewarned  in  the  same  place  how 
that  first  at  the  hands  of  the  Jews  in  Judea,  and  after,  of 
the  Gentiles  everywhere,  they  should  be  evil  intreated  for 
his  name's  sake,  verses  3,  4,  9,  25,  26,  with  Luke  xxi.  12. 
Secondly,  Our  Saviour  in  saying  "  Pray  ye,"'  makes  it  j^lain, 
that  he  speaks  of  them,  and  their  associates  unto  whom 
he  speaks,  to  wit.  Christians.  Lastly,  Plow  could  it  be  that 
Christ,  who  by  his  death,  now  drawing  so  neai'  as  that 
*  Ckrysost.  Horn.  77,  ex  Matt.  xxiy. 
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th^re  was  but  a  step  unto  it,  was  to  abrogate,  and  abolish, 
all  Jewish  ceremonies,  and  shadows,  should  so  carefully 
provide  for  the  so  religious  obser\^ation  of  a  shadowist 
and  ceremonial  Sabbath  :  and  that  not  for  a  day  or  two, 
but  for  so  many  years  after  the  same  his  death  ?  Could 
anything  more  weighty  be  spoken  by  Christ,  or  which 
could  more  deeply  imprint  in  the  hearts  of  men  a  religi- 
ous regard  of  the  Sabbath,  than  that  it  behoved  them  to 
obtain  by  prayer  at  God's  hands,  that  they  might  not  be 
constrained  unto  that  thing  although  permitted  them  of 
God  in  case  of  urgent  necessity,  which  might  violate  and 
interiTipt  the  public  and  solemn  sanctification  thereof?  It 
is  true  then  which  Chrysostom  saith,  that  the  apostles  did 
not  observe  the  Sabbath,  to  wit,  Jewish :  but  the  Christian 
Sabbath,  or  Lord's-day,  they  did  undoubtedly  celebrate. 

The  fifth  and  last  reason  may  be  fetched  from  the  veiy 
Gentiles  themselves,  who  directed  by  the  glimpse  of  the 
light  of  nature,  how  darkly  soever  shining  in  them,  had 
their  holy  days,  and  some  of  the  same  such,  as  in  which 
not  so  much  as  the  pleading  and  determining  of  suits 
were  admitted. ^-^^  It  seemeth  natural  that  some  day,  and 
moral  that  some  day  certain  and  distinct,  be  sacred  unto 
God :  and  the  same,  as  Junius  saith,t  eveiy  seventh  day :  in 
which  men  forbearing  all  sersdie  works,  may  consecrate, 
and  give  themselves  to  God  in  the  duties  of  piety,  and  of 
charity  to  men.  Wliich  with  what  hinderance  unto  the  one 
and  other,  is  eveiyvvhere  neglected,  can  scarce  either  be 
uttered,  or  conceived.  For  what  marvel  if  upon  the  over- 
slipping  of  the  most  seasonable  seed-time,  a  slender  har- 
vest follow;  or  that,  the  market  day  being  neglected,  penury 
of  provision  should  be  found  in  the  family ;  we  Christians 
have  the  Lord's-day  by  the  Lord  Christ  assigned  us  for  the 
exercises  of  piety,  and  mercy,  in  which  he  offers,  and 
exhibits  himself  in  the  fruits  of  his  gracious  presence  in  a 
singular  manner  to  be  seen,  and  enjoyed  of  his,  religiously 
observing  the  same.  Let  us  at  no  hand,  as  alike  unmind- 
ful of  God's  ordinance  and  man's  infirmity,  suffer  the  frait 
of  such  a  benefit  to  die  in  our  hands  :  but  let  us  accord- 
ingly acknowledge  the  same  in  thought,  word,  and  work,  to 
his  honour,  and  our  own  good. 

*  VaiTO,  lib.  3,  de  Ling.  lat.  f  Junius  iii  Gen.  ii.  2. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

OF  THE  EXEBCISE  OF  PHOPHECY. 

THEBEare  they,  whose  names  I  forbear,  for  Itleir  credit's 
sake,  who  have  not  spared,  and  that  in  their  public  ^Titings, 
to  lay  to  our  charge,  that  we  will  needs  have  all  and  every 
member  of  the  church,  a  prophet,  and  to  prophesy  pub- 
licly. With  what  minds  tliey  let  loose  their  tongues  to 
utter  these,  and  many  more  most  false  and  absm^d  vitu- 
peries  against  us,  we  leave  it  to  God  to  judge,  who  knoweth: 
with  what  conscience,  and  desert  of  credit  therein,  unto 
thee,  Chiistian  reader,  into  whose  hands  this  our  Apology 
shall  come. 

We  learn  from  the  apostle  Paul,  1  Cor.  xiv.  3,  that  "  he 
who  prophesieth,  speaketh  unto  men  to  edification,  exhorta- 
tion, and  comfort:"  which  to  perform  conveniently,  and  as 
becomes  the  chm'ch  assembly,  we  make  accoimt  comes 
vdthin  the  compass  but  of  a  few  of  the  multitude ;  happily 
two  or  three  in  each  of  our  churches,  considering  their 
weak  and  depressed  state.  Touching  prophecy  then  we 
think  the  very  same,  that  the  synod  held  at  Embden,  1571, 
hath  decreed  in  these  words :  *'  1.  In  in  all  chm-ches, 
whether  but  springing  up,  or  grown  to  some  ripeness,  let 
the  order  of  prophe<;y  be  observed,  according  to  Paul's 
institution.  2.  Into  the  fellowship  of  this  work  are  to  be 
admitted  not  only  the  ministers,  but  the  teachers  too,  as 
also  the  elders  and  deacons,  yea,  even  of  the  multitude, 
which  are  willing  to  confer  their  gift  received  of  God,  to  the 
common  utility  of  the  church :  but  so  as  they  first  be 
allowed  by  the  judgment  of  the  ministers,  and  others."* 
And  as  the  apostle  sometimes  said,  "We  believe,  and  there- 
fore we  speak,"  2  Cor.iv.  13,  so  because  we  believe  with  the 
Belgic  churches,  that  this  exercise  is  to  be  observed  in  all 
congTegations,  therefore  we  also  observe  it  in  om-s.  Of  this 
our  both  faith  and  practice,  we  have  these  amongst  other 
special  foundations. 

The  first  we  fetch  from  examples  in  the  Jewish  church, 
where  liberty  both  for  teaching  and  disputing  publicly  both 
in  tlie  temple  and  synagogue,  was  freely  given  to  all  gifted 
*  Harm.  Synod,  Belg.  pp.  21,  22. 
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accordingly,  without  respect  had  to  any  office.  Luke  ii. 
46,  47;  iv.  15,  16;  Acts  viii.  4,  11,  19—21;  xiii.  14— 16 ; 
xviii.  24—26. 

If  any  object,  that  the  examples  of  Christ  and  the  apostles 
in  this  case,  are  incompetent,  seeing  that  Christ  was 
furnished  with  his  own,  and  the  apostles  with  his  authority; 
he  allegeth  that  which  is  true  in  itself,  but  to  small  pur- 
pose, considering  we  lay  not  our  foundation  in  this,  that 
Christ  and  his  apostles  so  did  ;  but  in  that  liberty  so  to  do 
was  always  had,  in  all  places  granted,  and  sometimes 
offered  them.  This  liberty  they  obtained  not  by  the  autho- 
rity of  Christ,  which  the  rulers  of  the  synagogues  and 
temple  no  more  acknowledged  than  they  did  Christ  him- 
self:  but  by  the  order  then  received,  and  still  continued  to 
this  day  amongst  the  Jews,  that  they  whom,  with  the 
Scriptures,  they  call ''wisemen,"Jer. xviii.  18;  Matt.xxiii.34; 
1  Cor.  i.  20,  without  all  regard  of  public  office,  having  any 
word  of  exhortation  to  the  people,  should  "say  on,"  as  we 
have  it  written,  Acts  xiii.  23.  Whereunto  I  add,  that 
divers  of  them,  in  whom  we  instance,  were  furnished  with 
no  such  authority  specially  from  Christ. 

The  second  we  take  from  the  apostle  Paul,  1  Cor.  xiv., 
where  to  the  full  he  informeth  the  church  at  Corinth  of  the 
order  of  that  exercise,  which  they  had  formerly  violated. 
Which  whole  order,  according  to  Beza  on  1  Cor.  xiv.,  is 
apparently  taken  from  the  received  custom  in  the  Jewish 
synagogues.  Which  custom,  saith  Peter  Martyr  on  1  Cor. 
xiv.  31,  seeing  it  was  of  old  both  good  and  laudable  in  the 
synagogues  of  the  Jews,  the  apostle  disdains  not  to  trans- 
fer it  to  the  Church  of  Christ,  of  which  also  he  renders  this 
reason,  because  it  was  not  a  legal  ceremony,  but  serves  to 
the  edification  of  the  church.  If  this  be  so,  then  must  they 
needs  take  their  marks  amiss,  who  imagine  that  the  apostle 
in  this  place  speaks  of  the  extraordinary  gift  and  exercise 
of  prophecy.  And  although  it  be  not  like,  that  the  Church 
of  Corinth  was,  in  that  so  plenteous  effusion  of  the  gifts  of 
the  Spirit,  altogether  destitute  of  extraordinary  prophets, 
yet  that  the  apostle  did  not  in  that  place  aim  at  them,  may 
be  proved  by  many  more,  and  the  same,  as  I  think,  firm 
arguments  drawn  from  the  selfsame  text.  Which  that  I 
may  do  the  more  commodiously,  the  pinident  reader  must 
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call  to  mind,  that  upon  the  foundation  of  the  extraordinary- 
prophets,  as  well  as  of  the  very  apostles,  the  church  is 
built,  Eph.  ii.  20  ;  and  that  that  mystery  of  Christ,  by  the 
Spirit  immediately  and  infallibly  enlightening  their  mind, 
was  in  the  same  manner,  though  not  in  all  the  same 
degree,  revealed  to  them,  and  the  other.  Eph.  iii.  4,  5. 

This  so  considered,  1.  It  seems  altogether  improbable, 
that  so  many  prophets  of  this  rank,  although  inferior  in 
gifts,  should  have  been  found  in  that  one  small  congrega- 
tion, as  the  apostle  insinuates,  ver.  24,  29,  31,  that  Corinth 
had. 

2.  The  prophets  in  Corinth  not  only  behaved  themselves 
inordinately  in  the  church,  but  withal,  as  by  interpreters 
from  ver.  29  and  32,  is  generally  delivered,  were  subject  to 
error  in  the  veiy  doctrine  which  they  propounded ;  which 
to  affirm  of  the  extraordinaiy  prophets,  those  skilful  master 
builders,  who  together  with  the  apostles  laid  the  foimda- 
tion,  together  participated  the  same  holy  Spirit,  seemeth 
not  a  little  to  shake  the  foundation  of  the  Christian  religion. 
And  if  one  of  these  extraordinary  prophets  might  err,  why 
not  they  all  ?  And  if  the  prophets,  why  not  the  apostles  ? 
And  if  they  might  en',  how  should  it  appear,  that  they  have 
not  erred  ?  And  so  by  consequence,  what  either  then 
was,  or  now  is,  the  firmness  and  certainty  of  the  Christian 
faith  ? 

3.  Seeing  that  the  apostle,  ver.  34,  35,  enjoins  women 
deep  silence  in  this  church  exercise,  not  pennitting  them 
at  all  to  speak  ;  it  seems  most  plain  that  he  hath  no  eye, 
nor  respect  at  all,  to  those  extraordinary  gifts  and  endow- 
ments of  prophecy  authorising  even  women  fm^nished  Tvdth 
them,  to  speak  publicly,  and  in  men's  presence,  as  appears 
in  Miriam,  Deborah,  Huldab,  Anna,  as  also  even  in  Jeze- 
bel herself  in  regard  of  order,  and  others.  Exod.  xv.  21 ; 
Judges  V.  1  ;  2  Kings  xxii.  14  ;  Luke  ii.  36 ;  Eev.  ii.  20. 

Lastly,  The  apostle,  ver.  36,  upbraideth  those  very  pro- 
phets unto  whom  he  directeth  his  speech,  as  such  as 
from  whom  the  Word  of  God  came  not :  but  without  cause, 
yea,  not  without  notable  injury,  if  they  were  extraordinary 
prophets,  that  is,  inspired  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  his 
immediate  instruments :  seeing  that  from  these  kind  of 
prophets,  as  well  as  from  Paul  the  apostle,  the  Word  of  God 
came,  though  in  a  different  degree  and  measm^e. 
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Tke  third  foundation  of  this  exercise  is  laid  in  the  mani- 
fold, and  the  same  most  excellent  ends  attainable  only  by 
this  means.    1 .  That "  God  may  be  glorified,  whilst  every  one 
doth  administer  to  another  the  gift  which  he  hath  received, 
as  good  dispensers  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God."  1  Pet.  iv. 
10,  11.     2.  That "  the  Spirit  be  not  extmguished,"  1  Thess. 
V.  19,  20,  that  is,  the  gift  of  prophecy,  or  teaching ;  in  which 
it  may  so  come  to  pass,  that  some  in  the  chm-ch,  though 
no  ministers,  may  excel  the  very  pastors  themselves.     3. 
That  such  as  are  to  be  taken  into  the  ministry  of  the  church, 
may  both  become  and  appear  ''  apt  to  teach."  1  Tim.  i.  3. 
This  Seeing,  the  apostle  would  have  done,  he  would  ques- 
tionless have  some  order  for  the  doing  of  it ;  which,  ex- 
cepting this  of  prophecy,  we  have  none  of  apostolical  insti- 
tution.   4.  That  the  doctrine  of  the  church  may  be  preserved 
pure,  from  the  infection  of  error  :  which  is  far  more  easily 
corrupted,  when  some  one  or  two  alone  in  the  chm'ch 
speak  all,  and  all  the  rest  have  deep  and  pei^oetual  silence 
enjoined  them.     1  John  iv.  1;  Eev.  ii.  2,  7, -with  i.  11.* 
5.    That    things    doubtful    arising  in    teaching  may   be 
cleared,   things    obscure   opened,   things   erroneous   con- 
vinced ;  and  lastly,  that  as  by  the  beating  together  of  two 
stones  fire  appeareth,  so  may  the  light  of  the  truth  more 
clearly   shine   by    disputations,    questions,    and    answers 
modestly  had  and  made,   and  as  becomes  the  churoh  of 
saints,   and  work  of  God.f   Luke  ii.  40;  iv.  21,  22;  Acts 
xvii.   2 ;  xviii.  24,   26,  28.     6.  For  the  edification  of  the 
church,  and  conversion  of  them  that  believe  not :  and  this 
the  rather  because  it  appertaineth  not  properly  to  the  pas- 
tors, as  pastors,  to  turn  goats  or  wolves  into  sheep,  but 
rather  to  feed  the  flock  and  sheep  of  Christ,  in  which  the 
Holy  Ghost  hath  made  them  overseers.  1  Cor.xiv.  4,  24,  25  ; 
Acts  XX.  28.+     7.  And  lastly.  Lest  by  excluding  the  com- 
monalty and  multitude  from  church  affairs,  the  people  of 
God  be  divided,  and  charity  lessened,  and  familiarity  and 
good-will  be  extinguished  between  the  order  of  ministers 
and  people. § 

♦  Jacob  A.  cont.  Stratag.  Sath.  pp.  168,  169. 

t  Eus.  EccL  His.  1.  6,  c.  32,  36. 

+  Sadeel.  adv.  Tmr.  Soph.  pp.  67,  68. 

§  Pet.  Mart,  in  1  Cor.  xiv.  29, 
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CHAPTEE  IX. 

OF  TEMPLES. 

To  speak  nothing  of  the  office  of  the  Christian  magis- 
trate in  demolishing  the  monuments  and  snares  of  idol- 
atry, which  these  temples  want  not,  if  themselves  be  not 
snch,  I  accomit  that  the  consideration  is  one  of  a  temple, 
as  a  temple,  that  is,  a  holy  place,  as  it  is  counted  of  1he 
most,  conseorated  either  to  God  himself,  or  to  some  saint 
made  therein  a  false  god,  though  being  a  tme  saint,  whose 
name  it  bears ;  and  which  for  its  magnificent  building,  and 
superstitious  form  agrees  far  better  to  the  Eomish  religion, 
pompous  and  idolatrous  as  it  is,  than  to  the  reformed,  and 
apostolical  simplicity.  And  another,  and  the  same  far 
diverse,  of  a  place,  although  in  the  house  sometimes  con- 
secrated for  such  a  temple,  partly  natural,  which  is  simply 
necessaiy  to  every  finite  action  ;  partly  civil,  in  which  the 
jchm-ch  may  well,  and  conveniently  assemble  together. 
The  former  use  I  deem  altogether  unlawful ;  the  latter  not 
so,  but  lawful,  proTided  always  that  the  opinion  of  holiness 
be  removed,  and  withal  such  blemishes  of  superstition,  as 
wherewith  things  lawful  in  themselves  ai'e  usually  stained,* 


CHAPTEE  X. 

OF  THINGS  IKDIFFEEENT. 

We  do  BO  repute  many  things  as  indifferent,  or  mean  in 
themselves  and  their  own  nature,  and  as  holding  a  middle 
place  as  it  were,  between  the  thmgs  simply  commanded, 
and  the  things  simply  forbidden  of  God,  as  that  the  same 
things  being  once  drawn  into  use,  and  practice,  do  neces- 
sarily undergo  the  respect  and  consideration  of  good  or 
€vil.  This  the  apostle  teachetli,  1  Cor.  xiv.,  in  his  so  dili- 
gently warning  the  church  of  Corinth,  that  all  things  be 
done  decently.  In  order,  and  to  edification.  The  things 
then  thus  accounted  indifferent,  when  they  once  come  into 
use  in  the  church,  do  either  work  the  exercises  of  religion 

*  Calv.  in  Psa.  cii.  15  ;  Pet.  Hart,  in  2Ejngs  x.  27  ;  Joh.  Wolfius 
in  2  Kings  XTii.  19  ;  xix.  6, 
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the  more  comely,  orderly,  and  edificative,  and  are  such  as 
without  which,  the  same  exercises  cannot  he  performed 
but  confusedly,  uncomelily,  and  unfruitfully,  at  least  in 
part,  or  else  they  swerve  from  the  apostohcal  canon.  With 
this  commandment  of  the  apostle,  yea  of  Christ  the  Lord, 
agrees  the  rule  of  the  philosophers,  the  accessory  followeth 
the  nature  of  the  principal.  For  example.  Let  the  prin- 
cipal, as  they  speak,  he  some  natural  good  thing,  the  very 
least  accessory  or  circumstance,  by  which  this  principle  is 
rightly  and  orderly  furthered,  and  promoted  undergoes 
also  the  consideration  of  a  natural  good.  The  same  rule 
holds  in  actions  civil:  much  more  in  the  things,  which 
appertain  to  religion,  and  God's  worship.  I  therefore  con- 
clude, that  the  least  rite  or  ceremony  serving  rightly  and 
orderly  to  further  the  principal  act  and  exercise  of  religion, 
doth  worthily  obtain,  after  a  sort,  the  respect  and  denomi- 
nation of  a  religious,  and  ecclesiastical  good  thing :  which 
principal  act,  if  it  do  not  truly  and  effectually  promote 
and  advance,  it  is  a  vain  addition  at  the  best,  beseeming 
only  vain  purposes,  and  persons,  which  "  worship  God  in 
vain,  teaching  for  doctrines  men's  traditions,"  Matt.  xv.  9  : 
seeing  whatsoever  is  to  be  done  in  the  church,  is  also,  and 
first  to  be  taught,  that  so  it  may  be  done. 

2.  Whatsoever  hath  being  in  nature,  is  some  certain 
thing  first,  and  properly,  and  to  be  reduced  to  some  cer- 
tain and  distinct  head.  Now  all  things  whatsoever  in  use, 
either  in,  or  about  God's  worship,  may  and  must  be  re- 
ferred necessarily  to  some  one  of  these  three  heads. 
Either  they  are  things  natural,  and  simply  necessary  to  the 
exercise ;  of  which  sort  are  the  natural  circumstances  of 
time,  and  place,  without  which  no  finite  action  can  be 
performed :  also  for  the  administering  of  baptism,  either  a 
font  or  other  vessel  to  hold  water :  and  so  for  other  ad- 
juncts absolutely  necessary  for  the  administering  of  the 
holy  things  of  the  church :  or  secondly,  they  are  things 
civil,  and  comely :  as  for  example,  a  convenient  place  in 
which  the  church  may  conveniently,  and  comelily  meet 
together,  not  a  stable,  or  swine- stye,  also  that  habit  of  the 
minister,  that  covering  of  the  Lord's  table,  those  minister- 
ing vessels,  and  other  accessories  and  appurtenances  what- 
soever, without  which  the  holy  things  of  God  cannot  be 
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dispensed  so  civilly,  and  comely,  as  is  meet.  Or  lastly, 
they  are  properly  things  sacred,  and  holy,  and  by  conse- 
quence, parts  of  external  Divine  worship :  and  the  same 
either  commanded  by  God,  and  so  lawful,  or  of  man's  de- 
vice, and  therefore  superstitious. 

Now  if  any  shall  further  ask  me,  what  power  then  I 
ascribe  either  to  the  civil  magistrate,  or  church-governors 
for  making  laws  about  things  indifferent  ?  I  answer  touch- 
ing church-governors  first,  being  to  treat  by  and  by  of  the 
magistrate,  that  no  such  power,  to  speak  properly,  belongs 
unto  them ;  as  bemg  not  lords  but  servants  of  the  church, 
under  Christ  the  only  Lord  thereof :  Ezek.  xliv.  1 1 ;  Matt. 
XX.  25 ;  3  Cor.  iv.  5 ;  1  Pet.  v.  3 :  exercising,  as  saith 
Austin,  from  Christ  and  the  apostles  a  ministi-y,  not  a 
lordship  :*  and  who  therefore  are  to  learn,  if  they  will  be 
content  with  their  scantling,  which  God  hath  allowed  them, 
that  a  weeding-hook  better  becomes  them,  than  a  sceptre 
as  Bernard  speaketh.f  For  to  make  laws  by  all  men's 
grant,  belongs  to  them,  and  them  only,  who  do  sway 
sceptres,  or  are  lords  at  least. 

Moreover  the  Holy  Scriptures  everywhere  teach,  that  the 
highest  chmxh-officers,  and  governors  are  but  ambassadors 
of  God,  and  interpreters,  and  proclaimers  or  criers  of  his 
Word.  But  ''neither  an  ambassador,  nor  interpreter,  nor 
crier,  no,  nor  the  herald,  the^  most  honourable  of  all  pro- 
claimers, or  publishers  of  edicts,  can  command  anything, 
nor  dispose  of  the  least  matter  by  his  own  authority,"  as 
Junius  saith  rightly. J  It  is  certam,  that  the  governors  of 
churches  do  stand  in  need  of  wisdom  and  discretion  for 
the  applying  and  determining  of  the  common  rules  of 
order  and  comeliness  taken  from  the  Scripture,  and  com- 
mon sense,  to  certain  cases,  and  according  to  certain  cir- 
cumstances. But  what  makes  this  for  the  power  of  making 
laws  in  the  church  ?  which  as  Mr.  Perkins  §  makes  accomit, 
is  a  part  of  Christ's  prerogative  royal :  considering  withal, 
that  neither  the  chmxh,  nor  the  meanest  member  thereof 
is  further  boimd  unto  these  their  determinations,  tlian 
they  appear  to  agree  with  order,  and  comeliness :  neither 
ai^e  the  ministers  in  anything  at  all,  as  are  the  magistrates 

*  August,  de  Civit.  Dei,  1.  19.  f  Bern,  de  Conf.  lib.  2. 

X  Junius  coiitr.  3,  Hb.  5,  c.  7.        §  Perk.  Gold.  Chain,  c.  18. 
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in  many  things,  to  be  obeyed  for  the  authority  of  the  com- 
mander, but  for  the  reason  of  the  commandment,*  which 
the  ministers  are  also  bound  in  duty  to  manifest,  and 
approve  unto  the  consciences  of  them  over  whom  they  are 
set. 


CHAPTEE  XI. 

OF   CIVIL  SLiGISTEATES. 

We  beheve  the  very  same,  touching  the  civil  magistrate, 
with  the  Belgic  reformed  chm-ches,  and  willmgly  sub- 
scribe to  their  confession ;  and  the  more,  because  what  is 
by  many  restrained  to  the  Christian  magistrate,  they  ex- 
tend indefinitely  and  absolutely  to  the  magistrate  whom- 
soever. And  that  surely  upon  good  ground :  seeing  the 
magistracy  is  one,  and  the  power  the  same,  whether  the 
person  be  Christian  or  heathen ;  neither  is  there  wanting 
in  an  heathen  magistrate,  that  he  might  rule  as  he  ought, 
authority  of  order,  but  will  of  person:  neither  is  his 
power  increased  by  the  accession  of  Christianity,  but  only 
sanctified,  as  is  first  his  person.  The  prmce  rules  over 
his  subjects  as  he  is  a  prince,  and  they  subjects  simply,  not 
as  faithful  or  christian,  he  or  they.  Only  Christ,  the  Lord  of 
our  faith,  hath  the  faithful,  as  faithful,  for  his  subjects : 
"neither  are  the  subjects  of  kings,  as  subjects,  any  part  of 
the  chm'ch,  but  of  the  kingdom."! 

Besides,  there  is  one  and  the  same  Christian  faith  of 
the  prince  and  subject,  and  all  things  common  unto  both, 
which  spring  from  the  same ;  seeing  that  in  Christ  Jesus 
there  is  neither  sers^ant  nor  freeman:  I  add,  neither 
magistrate  nor  subject,  but  all  are  one  in  him.  As  there- 
fore none,  no,  not  the  least  power  of  public  admiaistration 
comes  to  the  subjects  by  their  Christianity,  so  neither  is 
the  prince's  thereby  at  all  increased.  And,  indeed,  how 
can  it?  The  magistrate,  though  a  heathen,  hath  power  as 
the  minister  of  God  for  the  good  of  his  subjects,  Eom. 
xiii.  4,  to  command  and  procure  in  and  by  good  and  law- 
ful manner  and  means,   whatsoever  appertains  either  to 

*  Zack.  Ursraus  Catach.  on  2  Com. 
t  Episc.  Cicen.  ad  Tort,  p,  35. 
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their  natural  or  spiritual  life,  so  the  same  be  not  contrary 
to  God's  Word :  upon  which  Word  of  God  if  it  beat,  God 
forbid  that  the  Christian  magistrate  should  take  liberty  to 
use,  or  rather  abuse,  his  authority  for  the  same;  which 
yet  if  he  do  either  the  one  or  the  other,  whether  by  com- 
manding what  God  forbids,  or  by  forbidding  what  God 
commands,  seeing  it  comes  by  the  fault  of  the  person,  not 
of  the  o£&ce,  the  subject  is  not  freed  from  lie  bond  of 
allegiance,  but  is  still  tied  to  obedience  as  active  for  the 
doing  of  the  thing  commanded,  if  it  be  lawful ;  so  passive, 
if  unlawful,  by  suffering  patiently  the  punishment,  though 
unjustly  inflicted. 

Lastly,  If  any  civil  and  coactive  power  in  things,  whether 
civil  or  ecclesiastical,  come  to  the  magistrate  by  his  Christ- 
ianity, then  if  it  so  fall  out  that  he  make  defection  from 
the  same,  whether  by  idolatr}^  or  heresy,  or  profaneness, 
it  must  follow  that  thereupon  his  kingly  power  is  diminish- 
ed and  abridged ;  whereby  how  wide  a  window,  or  gate 
rather,  would  be  opened  to  seditious  subjects,  under  pre- 
text of  (specially  catholic)  religion,  to  raise  tumults  in 
kingdoms,  no  man  can  be  ignorant 


CHAPTER  Xn. 

OF   THE   CHTJUCH   OF   ENGLAND, 

There  remains  one,  and  that  a  great  matter  of  exception 
against  us,  and  the  same  the  fomitain  well-nigh  of  aU  our 
calamity:  to  wit,  that  we  seem  evil  affected  towards  the 
Church  of  England,  and  so  averse  from  the  same,  as  that 
we  do  no  less  than  make  a  plain  secession  and  separation 
from  it. 

I  answer,  first,  That  our  faith  is  not  negative,  as  papists 
used  to  object  to  the  evangehcal  chm-ches  ;  nor  wliich  con- 
sists in  the  condemning  of  others,  and  wij^ing  their  names 
out  of  the  bead-roll  of  chm-ches,  but  in  the  edifying  of  our- 
selves ;  neither  requh'e  we  of  any  of  ours,  in  the]  con- 
fession of  their  faith,  that  they  either  renoimce,  or,  in  one 
word,  contest  with  the  Chm-ch  of  England,  whatsoever  the 
world  clamours  of  us  this  way.  Our  faith  is  founded  upon 
the  writings  of  the  prophets  and  apostles,  in  which  no 
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mention  of  the  Church  of  England  is  made.  We  deem  it 
our  duty  what  is  found  in  them  to  "  believe,  with  the 
heart  to  righteousness,  and  to  confess  with  the  tongue  to 
salvation."  E,om.  x.  10. 

Secondly,  We  accord,  as  far  as  the  Belgic  and  other, 
reformed  churches,  with  the  Church  of  England  in  the 
Articles  of  Faith  and  heads  of  Christian  religion,  published 
in  the  name  of  that  church,  and  to  be  found  in  the  "Har- 
mony of  the  Confessions  of  Faith." 

Thirdly,  If  by  the  church  be  understood  the  catholic 
church,  dispersed  upon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  we  do 
willingly  acknowledge  that  a  singular  part  thereof,  and 
the  same  visible  and  conspicuous,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
land,  and  with  it  do  profess  and  practise,  what  in  us  lays, 
communion  in  all  things,  in  themselves  lawful  and  done 
in  right  order. 

But  and  if  by  the  word  church  be  understood  a  spiritual 
politic  body,  such  as  was  in  her  time  the  Church  of  Israel ; 
and  in  hers  the  Church  of  Eome,  Corinth,  the  seven 
Churches  of  Asia,  and  others,  with  them,  partaking  of  the 
same  apostolical  constitution,  and  as  unto  which  do  apper- 
tain the  oracles  of  God,  sacraments,  censures,  government, 
and  ministry  ecclesiastical,  with  other  sacred  institutions  of 
Christ;  I  cannot  but  confess  and  profess,  though  with 
great  grief,  that  it  is  to  us  a  matter  of  scruple,  which  we 
cannot  overcome,  to  give  that  honour  unto  it  which  is  due 
from  the  servants  of  Christ  to  the  Church  of  Christ,  rightly 
collected  and  constituted. 

And,  that  there  may  be  place  left  in  the  eyes  of  the 
prudent  reader  for  our  defence  in  this  case,  so  far  forth  as 
equity  and  reason  will  permit,  he  must  once  and  again  be 
entreated  by  me,  seriously  to  weigh  with  himself,  and  in 
his  heart,  this  one  advertisement  following. 

That  a  man  may  do  a  thing  truly  pleasing,  and  ac- 
ceptable to  God,  it  sufficeth  not,  that  both  the  doer  in  his 
person  be  accepted  of  God,  the  thing  done  commanded  by 
God,  and  that  he  do  it  with  good  and  holy  affection  before 
God,  except  withal,  and  first,  he  be  possessed  of  tliat  state 
and  condition  of  life,  which  may  afford  him  a  lawful 
calling  to  that  work.  That  a  man,  though  never  so  good, 
with  never  so  good  a  mind,   should  exercise  the  office,  or 
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do  (though  the  best)  works  of  a  magistrate,  father  of  family, 
husband,  steward,  citizen,  or  messenger,  except  he  were 
first  lawfully  called,  and  preferred  to  the  state  of  a  magis- 
trate, master  of  family,  husband,  or  the  like ;  so  far  were 
he  from  deserving  any  praise  for  so  doing,  as  on  the  con- 
irsLTj  he  most  justly  incurred  the  censure  of  great  rashness, 
and  violation  of  all  order  in  family  and  commonwealth  ;  as 
"  taking  unto  himself  that  honour,  unto  which  he  was  not 
called  of  God."  Heb.  v.  4.  The  same  holdeth,  and  that 
specially  in  course  of  religion,  which  is  the  special  state  of 
man's  life :  so  as  if  any  either  as  a  pastor  dispense  the 
holy  things  of  the  ministerial  church,  without  a  lawful 
pastoral  calhng  going  before  ;  or  participate  in  the  same, 
out  of  a  just  and  lawful  church-state  ;  neither  that  dis- 
pensation, nor  this  participation  can  be  warranted,  but 
both  the  one  and  other  are  usurpations,  and  in  which  is 
seen  not  the  use,  but  abuse  of  holy  things,  and  confusion 
of  order.  And  as  it  behoveth  every  person  first  to  believe, 
and  know,  that  he  is  truly  a  Christian,  and  partaker  of  the 
grace  of  Christ,  before  he  can  hope  to  please  God  in  the 
performance  of  this  or  that  particular  Christian  work ;  so 
doth  it  also  concern  every  Christian  to  provide,  that  he  be 
first  possessed  of  a  just  and  lawful  church  order,  before  he 
so  much  as  touch  with  his  least  finger  the  holy  things  of 
the  church  thereunto  proper  and  peculiar.  Proper,  I  say, 
and  peculiar,  amongst  which  I  do  not  simply  reckon  the 
hearing  of  the  Word,  which  both  lawfully  may,  and  neces- 
sarily ought  to  be  done,  not  only  of  Christians,  though 
members  of  no  particular  church,  but  even  of  infidels, 
profiine  persons,  excommunicates,  and  any  others:  as  being 
that  in  which  no  communion  spiritually  passeth,  either 
ecclesiastical  or  personal,  between  the  teacher  and  hearer, 
but  according  to  some  union,  ecclesiastical  or  personal, 
going  before  :  seeing  that  Christian  faith  comes  by  hearing 
the  gospel,  by  faith,  union,  and  from  union,  communion. 

This  thus  premised,  I  will  speak  a  few  things  of  the 
Church  of  England  ;  not  by  way  of  accusation  of  it,  but  for 
our  own  purgation  in  the  eyes  of  the  godly  and  equal  reader, 
of  the  imputed  crime  of  schism,  so  far  as  truth  and  equity 
will  bear. 

And  first,  seeing  that  the  people  of  God  are  materially, 
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as  they  speak,  the  church  of  God,  it  is  required  to  the 
constitution  of  a  holy  church  of  God,  that  the  people  be 
holy,  or  saints,  and  sanctified  in  Christ  Jesus,  Eom.  i.  7 ; 
1  Cor.  i.  2 ;  2  Cor.  i.  i  :  truly  and  internally  in  regard  of 
God,  and  their  own  consciences  ;  externally  and  in  appear- 
ance in  respect  of  others,  whom  it  concerns  to  discern  and 
judge  of  them,  according  to  the  Word  of  God  and  rule  of 
charity.  And  considering  that  our  question  is  about  the 
church  external,  and  visible,  as  it  is  called,  we  are  not  so 
fond,  or  rather  irantic,  as  to  require,  in  respect  of  others, 
other  holiness  in  the  members  thereof,  than  that  which  is 
visible  and  external. 

Now  how  marvellous  a  thing  is  it,  and  lamentable  withal, 
that  amongst  Christians,  any  should  be  found  so  far  at 
odds  with  Christian  holiness,  as  to  think  that  others  than 
apparently  holy  at  the  least,  deserved  admittance  into  the 
fellowship  of  Christ's  church,  and  therewith  of  Christ ! 
Do,  or  can  the  gracious  promises  of  God  made  to  the 
church,  the  heavenly  blessings  due  to  the  church,  the  seals 
of  Divine  grace  given  to  the  church,  appertain  to  others 
than  such  ?  Are  others  to  be  admitted  into  the  family  of 
God,  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  and  as  it  were  the  subm'bs  of 
heaven  ?  The  church  of  God  is  by  him  called,  and  desti- 
nated  to  advance  his  glory  in  the  holiness  of  their  lives, 
and  conversations  ;  what  then  have  those  to  do  with  it,  or 
it  with  those,  who,  as  Calvin  saith,  in  1  Cor.  v.,  live  not 
but  with  Gods  dishonour ?  For  they,  as  the  same  author, 
on  Eom.  ii.  24,  both  truly  and  holily  affirmeth,  who  are 
called,  and  accounted  the  people  of  God,  to  bear  as  it 
were  in  their  foreheads.  Rev.  vii.  3,  the  name  of  God, 
whereupon  it  cannot  but  come  to  pass,  that  before  men,  even 
God  himself,  after  a  sort  should  be  stained  with  their  lilth. 
And  this  I  deem  the  rather  to  be  observed,  seeing  that 
there  are  to  be  found,  and  these  not  a  few,  who  would 
thrust  upon  the  churches  of  our  thrice  holy  Lord,  a  very 
stage-like  holiness :  stoutly  striving  to  make  it  good,  that 
to  constitute  a  true  and  lawful  member  of  the  visible 
church,  no  more  is  required,  than  that  a  man  with  his  mouth 
confess  Christ,  although  in  his  works  he  plainly  declare 
himself  to  be  of  the  synagogue  of  Satan.  But  what  saith 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  these  impure  spirits  ?     "  They  profess 
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they  know  God,"  saith  the  apostle,  "  hut  in  their  works 
they  deny  him,  being  abominable,  and  rebellious,  and  to 
every  good  work  reprobate."  Tit.  i.  16.  Are  abominable 
persons  to  be  brought  into  the  temple  of  God  ?  rebellious 
persons  into  the  kingdom  of  God?  such  as  are  reprobate 
unto  every  good  work  into  the  family  of  God,  which  is  as 
it  were  the  storehouse  of  all  good  works?  "  If  any  one  that 
is  called  a  brother,  be  a  fornicator,  or  covetous,  or  idolater, 
or  railer,  or  drunkard,  or  extortioner,"  1  Cor.  v.  11,  or  any 
way  a  wicked  one,  such  a  one  by  the  apostle's  direction,  is 
to  be  expelled,  and  driven  out  of  the  church's  confines. 
And  seeing  that,  as  one  truly  saith,  "  It  is  a  matter  of  greater 
contumely  to  thrust  out,  than  to  keep  out  a  guest,"  with 
what  conscience  can  such  plagues  be  received  into  tlie 
church,  to  the  purging  out  whereof  the  same  church, 
furnished  for  that  end  with  the  power  of  Christ,  stands  in 
conscience  bound  ?  or  by  what  authority,  I  pray,  can  such 
persons  be  compelled  into  the  bosom  of  the  spouse  of 
Christ,  as  for  the  expelling  of  whom  far  from  her  fellow- 
ship, and  in  embracing  all  authority  ought  to  conspire? 
"  He  that  saith  he  hath  fellowship  with  God,  and  walks  in 
darkness,  is  a  liar,  and  doth  not  truly."  1  John  i.  6.  Pro- 
fession of  Christ  therefore  with  the  mouth,  in  those  that 
work  the  works  of  darkness,  and  so  by  consequence,  that 
by  which  a  man  is  rather  branded  for  a  natural  child  of  the 
devil,  John  viii.  44,  than  marked  for  a  true  member  of  the 
chm'ch.  Lastly,  David,  that  holy  man  of  God,  and  type  of 
Christ,  doth  holily  profess,  that  "he  who  works  deceit,  shall 
not  continue  in  his  house,"  Psa.  ci.  7.  And  shall  the 
workers  of  deceit,  and  of  all  wickedness,  not  only  be  ad- 
mitted, but  even  constrained  into  the  house  of  the  living 
God,  which  the  church  is?  '*  0  Jehovah,  holiness  becometh 
thine  house  to  length  of  days."  Psa.  xciii.  5.  Which  not- 
withstanding (a  sickness  desperate  of  all  remedy)  that  so  it 
stands  with  the  Church  of  England,  no  man  to  whom 
England  is  known,  can  be  ignorant:  seeing  that  all  the 
natives  there,  and  subjects  of  the  kingdom,  although  never 
such  strangers  from  all  shov/  of  true  piety,  and  goodness, 
and  fraught  never  so  full  with  many  most  heinous  im- 
pieties and  vices  (of  which  rank,  whether  there  be  not  an 
infinite,  and  far  the  greater  number,  I  would  to  God  it 
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could  with  any  reason  be  doubted,)  are  without  difference 
compelled  and  enforced  by  most  severe  laws,  civil  and 
ecclesiastical,  into  the  body  of  that  church.  And  of  this 
confused  heap,  a  few,  compared  with  the  rest,  godly  persons 
mingled  among,  is  that  national  church,  commonly  called 
the  Church  of  England,  collected  and  framed.  And  such 
is  the  material  constitution  of  that  church.  But  if  now 
you  demand  of  me,  how  it  is  formally  constituted;  and 
-whether  upon  profession  of  faith  and  repentance,  in  word 
at  least,  made  by  them  of  years,  any  combination  and  con- 
sociation of  the  members  into  particular  congregations, 
(which  consociation  doth  formally  constitute  the  ministerial 
church,  and  members  thereof,  as  both  the  Scriptures  and 
reason  manifest)  either  is,  or  hath  been  made,  since  the 
universal  and  antichristian  apostacy  and  defection  in 
popery  ?  Nothing  less  ;  but  only  by  their  parish  peram- 
bulation, as  they  call  it,  and  standing  of  the  houses  in 
which  they  dwell.  Every  subject  of  the  kingdom  dwelling 
in  this  or  that  parish,  whether  in  city,  or  country,  whether 
in  his  own  or  other  man's  house,  is  thereby,  ij^so  facto, 
made  legally  a  member  of  the  same  parish  in  which  that 
house  is  situated  :  and  bound,  will  he,  nill  he,  fit,  or  unfit, 
as  with  iron  bonds,  and  all  his  with  him,  to  participate 
in  all  holy  things,  and  some  unholy  also,  in  that  same 
parish  church. 

If  any  object,  that  yet  the  minister  of  the  parish  may 
suspend  from  the  Suj^per  of  the  Lord  flagitious  persons, 
and  so  by  complaint  made  to  Mr.  Chancellor,  or  Mr.  Offi- 
cial, procure  their  excommunication  ;  to  let  pass,  that  this 
is  merely  a  matter  of  form  for  the  most  part,  and  a  remedy 
as  ill  as  the  disease,  1  do  answer,  that  even  by  this  is 
proved  undeniably  that  which  I  intend  :  viz.  that  all  these 
parishioners  before  mentioned,  are  not  without,  but  within, 
and  members  of  the  church  (and  the  same  as  before  con- 
stituted) whom  she  judgeth.   1  Cor.  v.  12,  J  3. 

There  is  besides  these  a  third  evil  in  the  way,  and  the 
same  as  predominant,  and  overtopping  all  other  things  in 
that  church,  as  was  Saul  higher  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
people  :  and  with  whose  Echoboam-like  finger  we  miser- 
able men  are  pressed  and  oppressed  :  and  that  is,  the 
hierarchical  church-government  in  the  hands  of  the  lord 
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bishops  and  their  substitutes  :  the  very  same  with  that  of 
Rome,  the  pope  the  head  only  cut  off,  upon  whose  shoul- 
ders also  many,  though  not  without  notable  injuiy,  would 
place  the  supreme  magistrate,  and  administered  by  the 
self- same  canon  law. 

Now  this  vast  and  insatiable  hierarchical  gulf,  swallow- 
ing up  and  devouring  the  whole  order,  and  use  of  the 
presbytery,  and  therewith  the  people's  liberty,  and  withal, 
by  Mr.  Parker's  testimony,  with  whom  "  a  bishop  in  Eng 
land  is  the  pastor  of  the  whole  diocese,  and  the  priests  or 
ministers,  only  his  delegates  and  helj^ers,"-;'  the  very  office 
of  the  pastors  themselves,  as  did  the  seven  lean  and  evil- 
favoured  kine  the  seven  fat,  and  the  seven  wizened  ears 
the  seven  full  that  went  before  them,  Gen.  xli.  20,  24  ;  and 
so  by  consequence,  not  being  of  Christ  the  Lord,  but  of 
him  rather,  who  opposeth  and  advanceth  himself  against 
whatsoever  is  called  God,  or  is  worshipped  ;  2  Thes.  ii.  4  ; 
so  as  he  sits  in  the  temple  of  God,  as  God,  (for  unto  God 
alone  dwelling  in  his  temple  it  appertains  to  appoint  the 
offices  of  the  ministers,  1  Chron.  xxix.  11 — 13,  19  ;  and 
to  prescribe  the  i:)eople's  bonds)  our  hands  are  bound  by 
that  supreme,  and  sole  authority  of  Jesus  Christ  in  his 
churches,  upon  which  both  the  order  of  presbyteiy,  and 
liberty  of  people,  and  office  of  pastor  are  founded,  and 
from  whom  as  the  one  only  Lord,  1  Cor.  v.  4,  all  ecclesi- 
astical power  floweth,  and  by  whom  all  ministries,  1  Cor. 
xii.  5,  28,  are  instituted,  from  giving  any  the  least  honour  or 
obedience  to  the  same  hierarchical  exaltation  in  itself,  or  its 
subordinates,  which,  as  philosophy  teacheth,  are  one  with  it. 

Wherein  yet  I  would  not  so  be  understood,  as  if  we 
were  at  any  defiance  with  the  persons  of  the  bishops, 
much  less  with  the  king's  civil  authority  whereof  they  are 
possessed,  whether  in  matters  civil  or  ecclesiastical.  Of 
their  persons,  their  own  lords  shall  judge,  to  whom  they 
stand  or  fall.  Eom.  xiv.  4.  There  have  been  of  that  rank, 
who  in  our  Marian  days  have  preferred  the  profession  of  the 
truth  of  the  gospel  before  their  lives  :  I  hope  there  are  also 
of  their  successors,  who,  if  pressed  with  the  same  necessity 
(which  God  forbid)  would  give  the  same  testimony,  though  at 
the  same.rate,  unto  the  same  truth  of  God  revealed  unto  them. 
*  Parkerus,  de  Eccles,  Pol.  3,  35,  et  Hicrarcliia,  passim. 
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Now  as  concerning  their  civil  authority ;  albeit  we  do 
not  believe,  that  the  same  is  at  all  competent  to  the  true 
ministers  of  the  gospel,  especially  in  that  eminency,  ex- 
ternal glory,  and  pomp  of  this  world,  in  which  they  far 
exceed  many  worldly  princes,  and  rather  seem  to  represent 
the  triumphant,  than  the  militant  church ;  yet  forsomuch 
as  they  both  obtain  the  same,  by  the  gift  of  the  king,  and 
exercise  it  in  his  name,  we  do  not  unwillingly  yield  honour 
and  obedience  unto  it,  and  to  his  majesty  in  it. 

But,  whereas,  it  seems  unto  many,  plain  and  evident, 
that  we  may  adjoin  ourselves  to  the  Church  of  England 
without  any  subjection,  or  relation  unto  the  spiritual  go- 
vernment, and  governors  thereof;  that  is  altogether  be- 
yond our  capacities  :  neither  can  we  comprehend  it,  how 
it  may  be  that  he  who  subjects  and  joins  himself  to  any 
public  and  politic  body,  or  community,  whether  spiritual 
or  civil,  becomes  not  in  so  doing,  ipso  facto,  subject  to  the 
public  government,  and  governors  thereof,  and  undergoes 
not  a  relation  and  respect  actually  unto  them.  They 
rather  are,  with  all  seriousness,  to  consider,  how  faithfully 
and  sincerely  they  quit  themselves  and  their  consciences 
before  God  and  men,  who  contending,  and  proving  in  and 
by  so  many  words  and  arguments,  that  the  hierarchical 
goverament  is  papal  and  antichristian,  do  nevertheless 
submit  themselves  thereunto  both  in  the  respect,  and  rela- 
tion political  formerly  mentioned,  and  also  in  acts  properly 
ecclesiastical,  into  which  the  ecclesiastical  government, 
and  spiritual  policy  of  the  church  doth  necessarily  diffuse 
itself.  Now  I  do  earnestly  entreat  thee,  whosoever  thou 
art,  acquainted  with  Belgic,  or  rather  Christian  liberty, 
and  either  free  from  the  mists  of  prejudice,  or  if  any  way 
prejudiced,  "  yet  not  choosing  rather  to  serve  a  precon- 
ceived opinion,  than  to  follow  an  apparent  truth, "^'  that 
thou  wouldest  truly  and  ingenuously  tell,  whether  if  the 
magistrates  here  (from  which  they  are  far)  should  by  pub- 
lic edict,  under  severe  penalty  constrain  all  and  every  the 
native  subjects  of  the  country  into  the  bosom  of  the 
church,  without  any  difference  made,  either  in  respect  of 
faith  or  manners,  according  to  the  place  of  their  habitation  ; 
and  should  set  over  this  church  so  collected  and  consti- 
*  Theodoret.  Dial.  1. 
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tuted,  an  hierarchical  bishop  provincial  or  diocesan,  in 
whose  hands  alone,  with  his  officials,  chancellors,  commis- 
saries, archdeacons,  and  other  court-keepers,  canonical 
authority  should  be  placed,  to  constitute  and  depose  min- 
isters, excommunicate  and  absolve  both  ministers  and 
people,  yea,  whole  churches  (yea,  with  the  living,  the 
dead  that  they  may  obtain  Christian  burial) :  whether 
now  in  this  confused  heap,  and  under  this  spiritual  lord- 
ship, thou  wouldst  endure  to  remain  either  pastor  or 
member.  I  suppose  not.  You,  brethren,  have  not  so 
learned  Christ;  whom  you  acknowledge  both  for  the 
author  of  your  faith,  and  instituter  of  your  order  ecclesi- 
astical. Col.  ii.  5.  Neither  yet  we,  having  learned  other- 
wise by  the  grace  of  God.  Christ  the  king  doth  gather 
and  form  unto  himself  another  kind  of  kingdom  amongst 
men,  and  the  same  to  be  administered  by  other  officers, 
and  according  to  other  laws.  And  if  no  place  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth  should  be  free  for  us,  poor  creatures,  re- 
fusing upon  mere  conscience  of  God,  as  thou  God  the 
judge  and  searcher  of  hearts  knowest !  to  commingle,  and 
prostitute  ourselves  in  and  unto  this  confusion  and  domin- 
ation hierarchical,  we  have  most  assm^ed  hope,  that  heaven 
itself  is  open  for  us  by  Christ,  who  is  the  way,  and  whom 
in  this  duty  also  we  do  serve,  in  which  we  shall,  at  the 
length,  be  fully  free  from  this,  and  all  other  incumbrances. 
Our  adversaries  bear  in  hand  not  only  others,  but  even 
us  om'selves  also,  that  we  do  for  certain  trifling  matters, 
and  as  they  speak,  circumstantial  corruptions,  sequester 
ourselves  from  the  Church  of  England.  And  as  nurses 
use  to  lisp  with  children,  so  they,  that  they  might  descend 
to  om'  capacities,  do  oft  and  much  instruct  us,  that  un- 
worthy members  must  be  born  in  the  church,  especially  of 
private  persons  ;  that  some  corruptions  at  least  in  the 
discipline  and  external  rites,  are  to  l3e  tolerated ;  that  there 
may  be  the  temple  of  God,  though  profaned ;  the  holy  city 
though  without  a  wall ;  the  field  of  the  Lord,  though  the 
enemy  sow  tares  amongst  the  wheat ;  also  a  heap  of  wheat, 
though  much  chaff  commingled  therewithal.  And  that 
we,  dul-bayards  *  as  we  are,  may  at  the  length   conceive 

*  Literally,  dull  or  stupid  horses  ;  but  used  in  reference  to  persons 
dull  of  comprehension. 
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those  things,  they  very  seriously  inculcate  and  whet  upon 
us  in  these  and  the  like  considerations  :  as  that  the 
Israelitish  church  in  its  time  was  stained  with  almost  all 
enormities,  both  for  manners  and  faith :  that  into  the  same 
all  Israelites  and  Jews  whatsoever  without  dilfference,  were 
violently  compelled  by  King  Josiah  and  others ;  as  also, 
that  in  the  parable,  all  were  compelled  to  come  to  the 
marriage,  good  and  bad,  that  the  house  might  be  filled. 
Lastly,  that  in  the  apostolic  churches  themselves,  there 
were  not  wanting  some  who  practised,  and  others  who 
taught  vile,  and  evil  things  :  that  in  one  place  the  discipline 
was  neglected,  in  another  the  very  doctrine  of  faith  cor- 
rupted, and  many  the  like  matters,  which  it  were  too  long 
to  repeat. 

Surely,  foolish  were  we  if  we  knew  not  these  things, 
impudent,  if  we  denied  them  to  be  true  for  the  most  part ; 
and  lastly,  unequal,  if  we  acknowledged  not,  that  many  the 
same,  or  like  blemishes  after  a  sort,  will,  and  do  creep  into 
the  churches  of  our  days  :  which  yet  to  disclaim  as  unlaw- 
ful for  the  same,  stood  neither  with  wisdom,  nor  charity. 
But  the  piTident  reader  may  plainly  observ^e  by  the  pre- 
mises, that  they  are  other  matters,  and  of  greater  weight, 
for  the  most  part,  wherewith  we,  and  our  consciences  are 
jDressed. 

We  do  not  judge  it  an  evil  intolerable,  though  greatly  to 
be  bewailed,  that  evil  men  should  be  suffered  in  the 
church  ;  but  that  all  of  most  vile,  and  desperate  condition, 
that  such,  and  so  great  a  kingdom  affords,  should  there- 
into, will  they,  nill  they,  be  compelled :  nor  that  the  dis- 
cipline, as  they  call  it,  or  ecclesiastical  government  insti- 
tuted by  Christ,  is  neglected  or  violated,  but  that  another 
plain  contrary  unto  it  is  set  up  by  law,  and  fully  and 
publicly  everywhere  exercised.  Neither  lies  our  exception 
against  any  personal,  or  accidentary  profanation  of  the 
temple,  but  against  the  faulty  frame  of  it,  in  respect  of  the 
causes  constitutive,  matter  and  form.  Neither  strive  we 
about  the  walls  of  the  city,  but  about  the  true  and  lawful 
citizens,  the  policy  and  government  of  the  city  of  God,  and 
essential  administration  of  the  same. 

But  to  give  more  full  satisfaction  to  the  indifferent 
reader,  it  seems  worth  the  labour  to  descend  particularly 
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to  a  few,  and  the  same  the  chiefest  objections  made  on  the 
contrary  behalf.  And  of  them,  that  which  may  and  ought 
to  be  said  touching  the  church  of  Israel,  and  its  condition 
compared  with  the  Christian  chm^ches  seems  to  deserve 
the  first  place.  And  touching  it ;  first,  the  constitution  of 
the  church  of  Israel  is  not  to  be  considered  in  that  whole, 
much  less  apostatical  nation,  but  in  holy  Abraham,  from 
whom  it  came,  and  in  whom  it  was  holy,  as  the  lump  in 
the  first  fruits,  and  the  branches  in  the  holy  root,  Rom. 
xi.  16  :  and  that  by  virtue  of  the  gracious  covenant,  "  I  will 
be  thy  God,  and  the  God  of  thy  seed,"  Gen.  xvii.  7,  first 
contracted  with  Abraham  himself,  and  after  renewed  vnth 
his  seed,  whole  Israel,  But  now  to  affirm  any  such  thing 
of  the  whole  EngUsh  nation  were  foolish  ;  to  prove  it 
impossible. 

2.  God  doth  not  now-a-days  select  and  sever  from  others 
as  his  peculiar,  any  whole  nation  or  people,  as  sometimes 
he  did  the  people  of  Israel,  both  ecclesiastically  and  civilly, 
Exod.  xix.  6  ;  Lev.  xx.  25  :  "  but  in  e\ery  nation,  they  who 
fear  God,  and  work  righteousness  are  accepted  of  him." 
Acts  X.  35.  These,  in  what  nation  soever  combining  to- 
gether in  holy  covenant,  and  worshipping  God  after  the 
prescript  of  his  Holy  Word  are  that  holy  nation,  the  com- 
monwcaltli  of  Israel,  the  Israel  of  God,  the  temple  and 
tabernacle  of  the  living  God,  in  which  he  hath  promised 
to  dwell :  these  he  would  have  scattered  in  all  places  of 
the  world,  and  to  hold  intercourse  with  the  men  of  the  world 
in  the  common  affairs  of  this  life,  1  Cor.  v.  10,  for  their 
gaining  if  it  may  be  unto  Christ :  "  God  adding  daily  unto 
the  church  such  as  should  be  saved."  Acts  ii.  42.  Whereas 
on  the  contrary,  unto  the  Chm'ch  of  England,  whereof  all 
natural  English  are  together,  and  at  once  made  members, 
it  can  hardly  be,  if  at  all,  that  any  at  any  time  should  be 
added. 

3.  The  very  land  of  Canaan  was  legally  holy,  and  the 
land  of  the  Lord  s  inheritance,  and  whose  fruit  was  to  be 
circumcised,  and  her  sabbaths  kept,  by  the  Lord's  appoint- 
ment, Amos  vii.  17;  Josh.  xxii.  22;  Lev.  xLx.  23,  25  :  and 
in  which  alone  by  Divine  right  tithes  were  to  be  paid.  Gen. 
xiv.  20 ;  xxviii.  22 ;  Lev.  xxvii.  30.  And  as  holy  tilings  are 
not  to  be  mingled  with,  or  prostituted  unto  profane,  so 
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neither  was  any  place  in  this  land  to  be  permitted  unto 
profane  persons  to  dwell  in.  The  seven  profane  nations, 
which  formerly  had  inhabited  it,  were  altogether  to  be 
destroyed  by  the  Israelites  being  to  possess  it  for  their  in- 
heritance, neither  was  mercy  to  be  showed  them.  After,  if 
any,  whether  born  in  the  land,  or  strangers,  did  aught  with 
an  high  hand,  he  was  to  be  cut  off  from  among  his  people. 
Deut.vii.  1,2;  Numb.  xv.  13.  Herewith  accords  that  of  David 
the  king,  "I  will  betime  destroy  all  the  wicked  of  the  land." 
Psa.  ci.  8.  Lastly,  He  that  did  not  seek  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel  with  all  his  heart,  was  to  be  put  to  death,  whether 
small  or  great,  whether  man  or  woman.  2  Chron.  xv.  12,  13. 
Far  be  it  from  godly  princes,  and  other  potentates  in  the 
world,  to  think,  that  it  behoveth  them  in  this  rigorous 
manner  to  deal  with  their  subjects  :  although  there  want 
not,  who  partly  from  a  preposterous,  and  Judaizing  zeal, 
and  partly  to  serve  their  own  ambition,  cease  not  to  incul- 
cate unto  the  kings  of  the  earth,  above  that  is  meet,  the 
examples  of  the  kings  of  Judah. 

4.  It  is  not  true  that  the  kings  of  Judah  or  Israel  did 
constrain  any  into  the  church  by  force,  or  compel  them  to 
undergo  the  condition  of  members,  but  only  being  mem- 
bers, to  do  their  duty.  All  the  Israelites  and  posterity  of 
Jacob,  had  their  part  in  the  Lord's  covenant :  unto  which 
also  they  were  bound  to  stand  under  peril  of  cutting  off 
from  the  Lord's  people,  both  spiritually  and  bodily,  accord- 
ing to  the  dispensation  of  the  old  testament  in  the  land 
of  Canaan.  But  of  this  our  question  is  not  for  the  present : 
That  neither  is  to  be  considered,  whether  king  David^  So- 
lomon, Jehoshaphat  and  others  did  force  circumcision,  and 
other  Mosaical  institutions  upon  the  Edomites,  Ammonites, 
and  others  by  them  subdued,  and  held  in  civil  subjection; 
or  whether  they  compelled  them  by  co-active  laws,  would 
they,  nould  they,  fit  or  unfit,  into  the  church  of  God.  That 
this  was  so,  cannot  be  affirmed  with  modest}^ :  which  yet 
except  it  so  were,  hath  nothing  in  it,  which  either  can  hm^t 
our  cause,  or  help  our  adversaries. 

Lastly,  He  who  well  weigheth  with  himself  what  legal 
and  typical  holiness  was  in  use  of  old  in  Israel,  shadowing 
out  the  true  and  spiritual  holiness ;  and  withal  by  how 
much,  both  the  more  clear  revelation  of  heavenly  things, 
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and  more  plenteous  grace  of  the  Spirit  is  afforded  to  the 
churches  since  Christ,  than  was  formerly  to  Israel,  he  shall 
see  many  things  making  for  the  tolerating  of  much  in  Israel; 
which  in  us  is  plainly  intolerable  :  and  that  God  will  not 
use  that  patience  and  long-suffering  towards  any  church 
now,  Kev.  ii.  5  ;  iii.  16,  nor  permit,  or  wink  at  those  things 
in  it,  which  for  the  hardness  of  their  hearts,  he  bore  in 
that  ancient  people.* 

The  parable  of  the  tares,  Matt,  xiii.,  followeth;  with 
which  as  with  some  thunderbolt,  men  both  learned  and 
luileamed  think  us  beaten  all  to  fi'itters. 

But  first,  these  words,  "  Let  both  gi^ow  together  till  the 
harvest,"  ver.  30,  (from  which  alone  they  do  dispute) 
Christ  the  Lord  doth  not  expound  nor  meddle  with,  in 
the  opening  of  the  pai'able  :  from  them  therefore  nothing 
firm  can  be  concluded.  2.  Christ  himself  interprets  the 
field,  not  the  church,  but  the  world,  ver.  38,  as  also  the 
harvest  not  the  end  of  the  church,  but  of  the  world,  ver. 
39.  And  if  by  the  world,  you  understand  the  church,  you 
must  needs  say,  that  Christ  in  the  expounding  of  one 
parable,  used  another.  3.  Both  the  text  itself,  ver.  28 — 31, 
and  reason  of  the  thing  do  plainly  teach  that  he  doth  not 
spealv  at  all  of  excommmiication,  which  senses  for  the  bet- 
tering of  the  tares,  but  of  their  final  rooting  up  to  perdi- 
tion. Lastly,  Admit  Christ  spake  of  men  apparently  wicked 
in  the  church,  either  not  to  be  excommunicated  in  certain 
cases,  which  with  Gellius  Snecanusf  I  confidently  deny, 
or  not  excommunicated  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  therefore 
to  be  born  of  private  members  ;  the  former  of  which  is  too 
ordinary,  especially  in  churches  enjoying  peace  and  pro- 
sperity :  the  latter  of  which,  the  church  not  being  despe- 
rately bent  on  evil,  I  easily  assent  to,  yet  doth  this  place 
afford  no  medicine  for  our  grief;  which  ariseth  not  from 
any  corrupt  or  negligent  administration  of  the  chm'ch  s 
discipline,  through  the  carelessness  or  want  of  wisdom,  it 
may  be  too  much  wisdom  such  as  it  is,  of  the  administrators 
thereof,  which  are  personal  tilings ;  but  from  the  very  con- 
stitution of  the  church  itself,  and  subject  of  ecclesiastical 
botli  government  and  power.     Yea,  I  add  imto  all  these 

*  Parens  iii  1  Cor.  vii.  11. 

t  Ch.  Discip.  2  part,  Meth.  2,  pp.  24,  27,  28. 
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things,  that  we  for  our  parts  are  willing  in  the  business, 
and  controversy  in  hand  to  appeal  imto  the  tribunal  of  this 
very  parable,  and  that  expounded  by  our  adversaries  them- 
selves, and  do  willingly  condescend,  that  by  it  alone  judg- 
ment be  given  on  this  matter. 

Our  Saviour  Christ  doth  plainly  teach,  that  this  field 
was  sown  with  good  seed  alone  ;  and  that  after,  "  whilst 
men  slept,  the  enemy,  the  devil,  came  and  sowed  tares 
amongst  the  wheat."  But  on  the  contraiy,  in  the  sowing 
the  English  field,  whether  we  respect  the  national  or 
parochial  churches,  together  with  the  wheat,  the  tares,  and 
that  exceeding  the  otlier  infinitely,  were  at  first,  and  yet 
are  so^^ti,  and  that  of  purpose  and  under  most  severe 
penalties.  And  hence  is  the  first  and  principal  prejudice 
to  our  English  harvest,  and  from  which  I  conceive  all  the 
rest  to  come.  For  unto  this  church,  thus  clapped  and 
clouted  together  of  all  persons,  of  all  sorts,  and  spirits 
without  difference,  no  man  equally  and  prudently  weighing 
things,  can  deny,  but  that  the  pompous  and  imperious 
hierarchical  government,  together  with  all  its  accessories, 
doth  right  well  accord. 

To  the  things  objected,  from  the  parable  of  the  marriage, 
Luke  xiv.  and  Matt,  xxii.,  I  only  answer,  that  those  sen-ants 
were  the  prophets  and  apostles  ;  the  son,  Christ  himself; 
the  compulsion  to  be  made,  no  otherwise  than  by  the 
preaching  of  the  Word  :  "  by  which,"  as  Calvin  hath  it,  on 
Matt.  xxii.  9,  "God  doth  importunately  solicit  our  sloth- 
fulness,  not  only  pricking  us  with  exhortations,  but  com- 
pelling us  with  threatenings  to  come  unto  him : "  which 
Word  of  God,  as  it  is  by  some  wholly  contemned,  so  doth 
it  extort  from  others  only  an  external  and  hypocritical 
obedience  ;  but  by  many  is  received,  through  the  blessing 
of  God,  with  all  holy  and  devout  affection. 

Now  unto  these  parables  of  Christ  many  are  wont,  and 
that  very  busily,  to  annex  one  of  their  own.  A  heap,  say 
they,  of  wheat,  although  it  have  much  chaff  mixed  with  it, 
and  the  same  more  in  quantity  than  the  wheat  is,  remains 
notwithstanding  truly,  and  is  rightly  termed,  a  heap  of 
wheat;  according  to  the  philosophers'  rule,— The  denomi- 
nation is  not  of  the  greater  but  better  part. 

I  answer,  first,  that  this  axiom  is  not  simply  true:  for 
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if  in  the  church,  or  any  other  convention  popular,  or  in 
which  things  pass  by  voices,  the  greater  part  happen  to 
exceed  the  better,  the  denomination  of  that  passage  or 
decree,  and  so  the  whole  process  of  the  matter,  is  accord- 
ing to  the  greater,  though  the  worser  part. 

Second.  The  chaff  in  that  wheat  is  either  of  the  same  wheat 
or  of  other,  and  brought  from  elsewhere  ;  if  of  that  same, 
then  it  makes  nothing  to  the  present  purpose,  since  wicked 
men  appertain  not  to  the  persons  of  the  godly,  nor  are 
their  chaff;  if  of  other,  and  from  elsewhere,  it  may  easily 
be  added  in  that  quantity  and  proportion,  as  that  neither 
it  may  deserve  the  name  of  a  heap  of  wheat,  but  of  chaff; 
nor  he  that  sells  it  for  wheat,  of  an  honest  merchant,  but 
of  a  deceitful  impostor. 

Third.  The  things  objected  for  the  apostolical  churches, 
are  altogether  personal  and  accidental ;  from  which  that  the 
churches  gathered  of  men,  and  by  men  governed,  should 
be  exempted,  is  rather  to  be  desired  than  hoped  for.  But 
for  us,  the  things  which  most  afflict  us  in  the  Chm'ch  of 
Eno*land,  and  press  us  in  the  respect  fore-mentioned  to  a 
secession  from  the  same,  do  concern  the  very  material  and 
formal  constitution  of  the  ministerial  church,  together  with 
the  essential  administration  of  the  chuixdi  policy.  And 
how  different  these  things  are,  who  seeth  not  ? 

Lastly,  It  is  objected,  that  in  the  Church  of  England 
lively  faith,  and  true  piety,  are  both  begotten  and  nourish- 
ed, in  the  hearts  of  many,  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel 
there.  God  forbid  !  that  we  should  not  acknowledge  that, 
and  withal  that  infinite  thanks  for  the  same  are  due  to 
God's  great  power  and  goodness,  both  in  respect  of  our- 
selves and  others  ;  who,  notwithstanding  the  great  con- 
fusion both  of  persons  and  things,  there  to  be  found, 
vouchsafeth  to  his  elect  so  plentiful  grace;  covering  under 
the  veil  of  his  superabmidant  goodness  and  mercy,  by 
their  sincere  faith  in  Christ  Jesus,  their  sins  and  aberra- 
tions, whether  of  ignorance  or  infirmity.  What,  then, 
must  be  done  ?  Should  we  continue  in  sin,  that  grace 
might  abound  ?  or,  shall  we  against  knowledge  go  on  to 
walk  inordinately,  because  in  our  ignorance  God  hath 
vouchsafed  us  of  his  gi\ace  in  that  disordered  state  of 
things  ?  without  the  ministerial  church,  of  which  we  speak, 
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the  preaching  of  the  gospel  both  may,  and  useth  to  be  had, 
and  by  it  faith  to  be  ingenerated,  except  Christian  churches 
be  to  be  gathered  of  infidels  and  unbelievers.  Besides, 
what  Minos,  or  Bhadamant  will  deny,  that  even  in  tne 
bosom  of  the  E-omish  chm^ch  some  faithful  persons  may 
be  found  ?  how  much  more  in  that  of  England,  in  which 
the  main  truths  of  the  gospel,  the  most  and  greatest  errors 
of  popery  being  banished,  are  taught  by  so  many  godly 
and  learned  men,  with  such  zeal  and  earnestness?  Now 
what  of  these  things  ?  Is  it  therefore  lawful  for  a  Chris- 
tian, either  to  content  himself  with  himself,  without 
joining  to  any  Christian  congregation ;  or  to  continue 
still  in  the  bosom  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  as  a  member 
under  the  Pope,  the  head  ?  I  therefore  conclude  out  of 
Mr.  Brightman,  on  Rev.  ii.  20,  whose  words  I  had  rather 
use  than  mine  own,  speaking  of  the  government  andministiy 
of  the  Church  of  England,  '*  The  fruit,"  to  wit,  of  the  word 
preached,  *'  doth  no  more  exempt  from  blame  our  corrup- 
tions, than  a  true  child  doth  adultery." 

And  here  thou  hast.  Christian  reader,  the  whole  order 
of  our  conversation  in  the  work  of  Christian  religion,  set 
down  both  as  briefly  and  plainly  as  I  could.  If  in  any 
thing  we  err,  advertise  us  brotherly,  with  desire  of  our  in- 
formation, and  not,  as  our  countrymen's  manner  for  the 
most  part  is,  with  a  mind  of  reproaching  us,  or  gratifying 
of  others  :  and  whom  thou  findest  in  eiTor,  thou  shalt  not 
leave  in  obstinacy,  nor  as  having  a  mind  prone  to  schism. 
Err  we  may,  alas  !  too  easily :  but  heretics,  by  the  gi^ace  of 
God,  we  will  not  be.  But  and  if  the  things  which  we  do, 
seem  right  in  thine  eyes,  as  to  us  certainly  they  do,  I  do 
earnestly,  and  by  the  Lord  Jesus  admonish  and  exhort  thy 
godly  mind,  that  thou  wilt  neither  withhold  thy  due 
obedience  from  his  truth,  nor  just  succour  from  thy  dis- 
tressed brethren.  Neither  do  thou  endure,  that  either  tlie 
smallness  of  the  number,  or  meanness  of  the  condition  of 
those  that  profess  it,  should  prejudice  with  thee  the  pro- 
fession of  the  truth  :  but  have  in  mind  that  of  Tertullian,* 
"  Do  we  measure  men's  faith  by  their  persons,  or  their 
persons  by  their  faith  ?"   as  also  that  of  Austin, f  "  Let 

*  Tertull.  de  Praescr.  adv.  Heret.  cap.  3. 
t  Austin  contra  Maxim.  3,  14. 
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matter  weigh  with  matter,  and  cause  with  cause,  and  reason 
with  reason  :"  hut  especially  that  of  the  apostle,  "  My  bre- 
thren, have  not  the  faith  of  our  glorious  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
in  respect  of  persons."  James  ii.  1.  But  now,  if  it  so  come 
to  pass,  which  God  forbid,  that  the  most  being  either  fore- 
stalled by  prejudice,  or  by  prosperity  made  secure,  there 
be  few  found,  especially  men  of  learning,  who  will  so  far 
vouchsafe  to  stoop,  as  to  look  upon  so  despised  creatures, 
and  their  cause ;  this  alone  remaineth,  that  we  turn  our 
faces  and  mouths  unto  thee  O  most  powerful  Lord,  and 
gracious  Father,  humbly  imploring  help  from  God  towards 
those  who  are  by  men  left  desolate.  There  is  with  thee 
no  respect  of  persons,  neither  are  men  less  regarders  of 
thee  if  regarders  of  thee  for  the  world's  disregarding  them. 
They  who  truly  fear  thee,  and  work  righteousness,  although 
constrained  to  live  by  leave  in  a  foreign  land,  exiled  from 
country,  spoiled  of  goods,  destitute  of  friends,  few  in  num- 
ber, and  mean  in  condition,  are  for  all  that  unto  thee  (0 
gracious  Godj  nothing  the  less  acceptable.  Thou  number- 
est  all  their  wanderings,  and  puttest  their  tears  into  thy 
bottles.  Are  they  not  written  m  thy  book  ?  Towards  thee, 
0  Lord,  are  our  eyes  ;  confimi  our  hearts,  and  bend  thine 
ear,  and  suffer  not  our  feet  to  slip,  or  our  face  to  be 
ashamed,  0  thou  both  just  and  merciful  God.  To  him 
through  Clmst  be  praise,  for  ever,  in  the  church  of  saints ; 
and  to  thee,  loving  and  Christian  reader,  grace,  peace,  and 
eternal  happiness.     Amen. 
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REV.  WILLIAM  AMES,  D.D., 


THE  OTHEB  BY 


REV.  JOHN  ROBINSON. 


1611. 


VOL.  m. 
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NOTICE  RESPECTING 

THE    TWO    LETTERS. 


The  Preface  to  the  Treatise  on  "Eeligious  Communion," 
following  these  Letters,  refers  to  a  scurrilous  hook  published 
in  1612,  by  persons  who  had  formerly  been  in  connexion 
with  the  Separatists  at  Amsterdam,  but  who  had  either  been 
excommunicated,  or  had  abandoned  their  former  connexions, 
and  had  returned  to  the  English  Chm'ch.  The  title  of 
their  joint  production  is,  "  The  Prophane  Schism  of  the 
Brownists,  or  Separatists,  with  the  impiety,  dissensions, 
lewd  and  abominable  vices  of  that  impm^e  sect;  discovered 
by  Christopher  La^Ame,  Clement  Saunders,  and  Eobert 
Bulward,  lately  returned  into  tlie  bosom  of  the  Church  of 
England  from  the  company  of  Mr.  Johnson.   1012." 

The  title  indicates  the  character  of  the  book,  and 
awakens  suspicions  as  to  the  credibility  of  the  authors. 
Mr.  Eobinson's  allusions  to  the  parties,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Clyfton's  reply  in  his  work  entitled,  "An  Advertisement 
concerning  a  book,  lately  published  by  Christopher  Lawne 
and  others,  against  the  exiled  Church  at  Amsterdam,  by 
Eichard  Cl}^ton,  Teacher  of  the  same  Church,  1612,'' 
shows  that  they  were  by  no  means  trustwortliy.  Their 
extreme  eagerness  to  destroy  the  reputation  of  their 
former  friends  defeats  its  object,  and  betrays  only  the 
malignity  of  their  spirit. 

While,  however,  the  testimony  of  La\saie  is,  in  general, 
more  than  suspicious,  there  can  be  little  doubt  respecting 
the  authenticity  of  the  following  letters,  which,  it  would 
appear,  had  been  surreptitiously  printed,  or  clandestinely 
obtained,  and  afterwards  copied  and  circulated.  31r. 
Eobinson  states  in  the  Preface,  p.  9(3,  that  these  Letters, 
with  a  third,  which  Dr.  Ames  published  as  a  rejoinder, 
were  printed  "without  his  consent,  privity,  or  suspicion 
of  sucli  dealing."  lie  regarded  them  as  private,  and 
intended  only  for  his  correspondent  and  himself 

The  "learned  Amesius  "  was  a  distinguished  Puritan  in 
England  ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  persecuting  proceed- 
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ings  of  Archbishop  Bancroft,  he  fled  to  Holland,  in  1610, 
and  became  minister  of  the  English  Church  at  the  Hague. 
On  Abbott's  succeeding  to  the  Archiepiscopal  See,  he 
wrote  to  the  English  Ambassador,  in  1612,  to  get  Ames 
removed  from  his  charge.  This  being  effected,  the  same 
influence  was  exerted  to  prevent  his  appointment  as 
Divinity  Professor  at  the  University  of  Leyden.  The 
States  of  Eriesland,  however,  appointed  him  to  the  Theo- 
logical Chair  at  the  University  of  Franeker,  where  he 
continued,  discharging  his  professional  duties  with  dis- 
tinguished and  growing  success,  for  nearly  twelve  years. 
His  health  failing,  he  retired  to  Eotterdam,  and  became 
co-pastor  with  the  Eev.  Hugh  Peters,  over  the  Independent 
Church  in  that  town.  Pie  did  not  long  survive  the  change, 
and  was  buried  November  14th,  1038.  ■■ 

It  is  not  stated  in  what  year  the  "Letters"  were  written; 
but,  as  they  were  extant  when  Lawne  published  his  "  Pro- 
fane Schism,"  in  1612,  they  were  doubtless  written  in  1011, 
while  Dr.  Ames  was  Minister  of  the  English  Church  at  the 
Hague,  which  office  he  was  compelled  to  resign  in  1012. 
The  correspondence,  therefore,  took  place  three  years  before 
Robinson  jiublished  his  Treatise  on  *'  Communion." 

The  insertion  of  the  Letters  in  this  part  of  the  volume 
has  been  deemed  desirable,  as  they  form  an  important 
introduction  to  the  "  Pieligious  Communion ;"  and  without 
the  study  of  which,  certain  parts  both  of  the  preface  and 
the  first  part  of  that  work  cannot  be  well  imderstood. 

What  influence  the  correspondence  with  Dr.  Ames  had 
on  Mr.  Ptobinson's  mind  does  not  appear;  but  it  is  evident, 
on  comparing  the  letters  and  the  work  on  "  Communion," 
that  a  considerable  modification  had  taken  place  in  his 
views  on  the  subject.  Dr.  Ames  in  his  letters  strenuously 
contends  against  Mr.  Robinson's  supposed  uncharitable- 
ness  in  not  holding  "  private  communion  "  with  "  members 
of  the  true  visible  church,"  who  belonged  to  the  "  Assem- 
blies," or  the  English  Church — while  the  parties  to  whom 
Mr.  Robinson  refers  in  the  treatise,  objected  to  his  supposed 
latitudinarianism  in  holding  private  and  occasional  fellow- 

*  Vide  Brooks'  Lives  of  the  Puritans,  vol.  ii.  pp.  405 — 408  ;  Ilan- 
bury's  Historical  Memorials,  vol.  i.  p.  257. 
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ship  with  pious  persons  belonging  a  national  ecclesiastical 
establishment. 

In  the  earlier  period  of  his  separation  Mr.  Eobinson  w^as 
more  "rigid"  in  his  notions  respecting  church-fellowship 
and  discipline ;  but  his  charity  expanded  as  his  years  in- 
creased, and  he  deUghted  to  recognise  as  brethren,  all  who 
followed  Christ  sincerely  and  devoutly,  though  they  might 
not  feel  it  to  be  tlieir  duty  to  leave  their  church  connexions 
and  unite  themselves  with  the  Separatists. 


LETTEES. 

"  Letters  that  passed  betwixt  M.  Ames  and  M.  Robinson 
touching  the  bitterness  of  the  Separation."  Copied  from 
Lawne's  "Profane  Schism,"  chap.  viii.  pp.  47 — 51. 

"  One  point  of  schism  which  Mr,  Gilgate  objected  unto 
Mr.  Ains worth  was,  for  their  separation  in  private  from 
those  particular  persons,  w^iich  might  be  discerned  to  be 
true  visible  Christians  even  by  their  owni  confession.  This 
point,  because  it  is  further  discussed  in  divers  arguments 
and  wTitings  betwixt  Master  Ames  and  Master  Eobinson, 
we  have  thought  it  meet  to  publish  them  as  they  came 
unto  our  hands,  because  they  serve  much  for  the  declara- 
tion and  manifestation  of  their  schism  herein." 

LETTEB  OF  EEV.  WM.  AMES  TO  MR.  ROBINSON. 

G.  M.  and  P.     (Grace,  Mercy,  and  Peace.) 

Sir, — I  do  not  desire  to  multiply  many  letters,  nor  many 
words  in  this  one  letter,  I  will  pass  by,  therefore,  your  cen- 
sure. Your  manner  of  Separation  also  I  omit,  whether  it 
be  like  or  dislike  to  that  of  the  first  reformed  churches, 
for  you  have  irons  enough  in  the  fire  about  that  question. 
Neither  will  I  trouble  you  about  my  associates  here,  whom 
you  deem  evil  of,  though  they  be  unknown  unto  you  : 
only  that  one  point  which  containeth  indeed  the  very  bit- 
terness of  Separation,  I  would  desire  y^ou  again  to  con- 
sider of,  as  you  do  me :  viz.  "  ^Tiether  there  be  not  a 
visible  commmiion  even  out  of  a  visible  church."  These 
reasons  seem  to  evince  it. 

1.    Whomsoever  I   can  rightly  discern   to  have   com- 
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munion  with  Jesus  Christ,  with  him  may  I  have  visihle 
communion :  the  reason  is,  because  that  from  visible 
descrying  of  that  inward  communion,  doth  necessarily 
follow  external  communion.  Neither  can  other  sufficient 
reason  be  given,  why  we  should  communicate  with  visible 
churches,  but  only  because  we  visibly  discern  that  they 
have  communion  with  Christ :  Now  "  quatenus  ipsum  et  de 
omni  convertimtur y  But  we  may  discern  (even  by  yom' 
confession)  of  some,  out  of  a  visible  church  that  they  have 
communion  with  Christ :  Ergo, 

S.  That  which  is  lawful  for  them  to  do  which  are  no  mem- 
bers of  a  visible  church,  that  is  lawful  for  others  to  join  with 
them  in  :  for  that  which  is  no  sin  in  the  principal  is  none 
in  the  accessory,  "  ceteris  paribus ^  And  it  cannot  be  simply 
unfawful  to  join  in  any  action  that  is  lawful,  "  quatenus 
talis;''  but  it  is  lawful  for  Christians  converted,  even  be- 
fore they  join  in  any  church  (perhaps  wanting  knowledge 
of  the  true  constitution,  perhaps  opportunity)  to  worship 
God.     Therefore, 

3.  It  is  necessary,  that  before  the  covenant-making 
(which  you  hold  to  be  the  form  of  a  church)  they  that  are 
to  make  it,  should  join  together  in  prayer  for  direction, 
assistance,  and  blessing,  yet  they  are  not  a  church  until 
after  :  therefore,  it  is  not  only  lawful,  but  necessary  also 
that  there  be  a  communion  out  of  a  visible  church.  You 
may  easily  conceive  the  form  and  force  of  this  argument. 
If  you  answer  that  they  are  a  church  in  desire,  that  is  to 
forsake  your  position  :  for  desire  to  be,  doth  imply  that  as 
yet  they  are  not :  "  A  velle  ad  esse  non  sequitur  ratio^  I 
will  not  be  further  tedious  unto  you.     Fare  you  well. 

Your  loving  frend, 

William  Ames, 

Feb.  25. 


LETTER  OF  MR.  ROBINSON  TO  MR.  AMES. 

Mercy  and  peace  be  with  you.     Amen. 

Sir, — Because  I  do  understand  by  many,  that  you  mar- 
vel I  answer  not  your  reasons,  having  had  your  writing  so 
long  in  my  hands,  I  thought  good  to  return  you  a  brief 
answer.     Your  reasons  to  prove  visible  communion  out  of 
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a  visible  church  follow ;  though  that  he  not  the  question 
between  you  and  me,  but  whether  '*  we  which  are  or  deem 
ourselves  to  be  of  a  visible  church,  may  lawfully  commu- 
nicate with  such  as  be  of  no  church  "  ? 

I  deny  that  external  communion  doth  necessarily  flow 
from  the  discerning  of  inward  communion  with  Christ, 
which  is  your  fii'st  reason  :  for  then  I  have  external  com- 
munion with  the  angels  and  faithful  departed  this  hfe. 
External  communion  is  a  matter  of  external  relation  and 
order,  under  which  men  out  of  the  church  are  not.  The 
order  set  by  Christ  and  his  apostles  is,  that  such  as  receive 
the  Word  and  are  to  be  saved,  Acts  ii.  41 — 47,  join  them- 
selves forthwith  unto  the  church,  and  a  large  remnant  it  is 
of  the  confusions  which  Antichrist  hath  brought  into  the 
world,  that  men  fearing  God  should  remain  out  of  the 
true  church. 

For  the  further  clearing  of  these  things, 

If  an  innocent  person  (in  mine  absence)  be  excommu- 
nicated from  the  chm'ch,  upon  the  testimony  of  two  or 
three,  yet  ^vill  I  for  order's  sake  (and  so  am  bound)  forbear 
communion  with  him  till  I  have  manifested  his  innocency 
to  the  church.  On  the  other  side,  though  I  know  some 
great  wickedness  by  a  brother,  which  he  denies,  and  I 
cannot  prove,  I  must  still  for  order's  sake  keep  communion 
with  him  in  the  chmxh,  till  God  discover  him.  It  is  evi- 
dent, therefore,  that,  in  cases,  I  am  both  to  forbear  commu- 
nion with  a  godly  man,  till  we  be  orderly  joined  together  ; 
and  to  keep  communion  with  a  wicked  man  till  we  be 
orderly  disjoined. 

Add  unto  these  things,  that  upon  this  ground,  I  may 
also  lawfully  admit  one  out  of  the  church,  to  the  Lord's 
Supper,  to  the  choice  of  officers,  censuring  of  offenders, 
and  all  other  exercise  of  external  communion ;  if  by  the 
judgment  of  charity,  I  deem  him  holy  in  his  person. 
And  how  can  I  deny  him  one  part  of  external  communion, 
to  whom  I  afford  another,  but  I  make  a  schism  in  the 
communion  of  saints  ?  and  this  also  may  sers'e  for  answer 
to  the  latter  part  of  your  proof  touching  visible  churches  : 
for  they  have  not  only  internal  communion  with  Christ, 
but  external  also  in  the  order  which  he  hath  set.  For 
which  we  stand  and  for  the  want  of  which  alone,  we  with- 
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draw  ourselves,  as  we  do  in  this  case,  not  daring  to  break 
Christ's  order  for  men's  disorder. 

The  sum  of  the  second  argument,  is,  that  because  it  is 
lawful  for  some  such  as  are  not  yet  members  of  a  true 
church  to  pray,  therefore,  others  of  a  church  may  join  with 
them  in  prayer. 

I  do  first  answer,  that  men  in  a  church  are  bound  to 
and  from  many  things,  wherein  men  not  in  the  church 
may  use  more  liberty,  and  upon  the  same  ground  you 
might  soundly  argue  thus  :  Because  two  or  three  persons 
excommunicated  upon  false  testimony,  may  pray  together, 
and,  therefore,  the  brethren  of  the  church  may  forthwith 
pray  with  them  ;  though  prayer  be  in  itself  a  lawful  thing, 
and  they  holy  in  their  persons  that  perform  it,  yet  it  is 
unlawfully  performed  out  of  the  church,  in  which  men  ought 
to  be  and  therein  to  use  it.  So  that  although  there  be 
neither  '*  Vitium  person(B  nee  vitiurnrei,''  yet  there  is  "  Vi- 
tium  ordinis,  et  relationis ;"  and  this  external  religious 
order  and  relation  is  the  church  order;  and  religious 
communion,  a  work,  doth  presuppose  religious  union  of 
persons. 

Touching  men  joining  in  prayer,  before  they  enter  cove- 
nant, and  so  before  they  be  in  a  church,  whence  you  do 
take  your  third  argument :  I  do  answer,  first,  for  that  there 
is  not  the  like  reason  of  them  and  us,  which  are,  or  take 
ourselves  to  be  in  the  order  of  an  established  church :  they 
then  break  no  order,  though  we  should.  Secondly,  Such 
persons  are  joined  in  will  and  purpose,  at  the  least,  the 
which  is  accepted  as  the  deed  ;  2  Cor.  viii.  12  ;  though  the 
outward  ceremony  be  not  as  yet  performed.  So  is  Abra- 
ham said  to  have  ojffered  up  Isaac,  Heb.  xi.  17 ;  and  Pris- 
cilla  and  Aquila  to  have  laid  down  their  own  necks  for 
Paul's  life  ;  Rom.  xv.  3,  4  ;  which  notwithstanding,  they 
did  only  in  will  and  purpose.  Your  axiom,  "  A  velle  ad 
esse  non  seguitur  ratio  "  hath  his  use  especially  "  in  rebus 
naturalihus:'  But  the  urging  of  it  thus  absolutely  in  mat- 
ters of  religion,  tends  to  deprive  the  church  of  her  greatest 
spiritual  comfort. 

Lastly,  Consider  the  covenant  **m  concreto''  and  prayer 
is  a  part  thereof.  And  when  men  are  so  met,  with  a  pur- 
pose to  unite,  and  do  begin  prayer  for  the  sanctification  of 
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it ;  they  are  in  the  door  coming  into  the  house,  and  not 
without.  The  Jews  were  not  to  have  religious  com- 
munion with  persons  uncircumcised  :  and  yet,  I  doubt  not, 
but  when  a  godly  proselyte  was  to  be  circumcised,  they 
might  lawfully  join  with  him  for  the  sanctification  of  the 
ordinance. 

I  cease  further  to  trouble  you,  and  do  heartily  salute 
you  in  the  Lord  God,  wishing  you  from  him  all  prosperity, 
and  in  him  resting. 

Leyden,  this  second  of  the  week, 

Your  loving  friend, 

JOH.  EOBINSON. 

Dr.  Ames  published  a  rejoinder  to  this  letter,  but  Mr. 
Eobinson  did  not  reply  again,  judging  his  friend's  argu- 
ments inconclusive  and  not  requu'ing  refutation. 
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EELIGIOUS    COMMUNION, 

PRIVATE  AND  PUBLIC. 


WITH  TBOE  SILENCING  OF  THE  CLAMOUES  RAISED  BY  ME.  THOMAS 

HELWISSE  AGAINST  OUE  RETAINING  THE  BAPTISM  RECEIVED  IN 

ENGLAND  AND  ADMINISTERING  OF  BAPTISM  UNTO  INFANTS. 

AS  ALSO, 

A  SURVEY  OF  THE  CONFESSION  OF  FAITH,   PUBLISHED  IN   CERTAIN 
CONCLUSIONS,  BY  THE  REMAINDERS  OF  MR.  SifYTH'S  COMPANY. 


BY  JOHN  ROBINSON. 


"  The  simple  believeth  every  word :  but  the  prudent  looketh  well  to  his  going. 

Prov.  liv.  15, 


PRINTED  ANNO  16U. 
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EDITOEIAL     NOTICE. 


The  title  and  preface  of  the  following  Work  sufficiently 
explain  its  object. 

It  was  doubtless  written  atLeyden,  and  probably  printed 
in  that  city.  The  first  part,  "  On  Communion,"  shows  the 
I)rogress  of  Mr.  Eobinson's  mind  towards  more  enlarged 
and  hberal  views  on  Christian  fellowship,  than  those  he 
entertained  when  the  correspondence  took  place  between 
Mr.  Ames  and  himself,  three  years  previously;  and 
furnishes  an  illustration  of  his  remark  respecting  himself, 
at  the  close  of  the  Preface,  that  he  was  one  of  those  who 
desired  "  to  leam  further  or  better  what  the  good  will  of 
God  is." 

The  second  and  third  parts  ai'e  more  controversial  in 
their  character,  and  may  be  regarded  as  amplifications  and 
confimiations  of  the  arguments  on  similar  topics,  in  the 
''Defence  of  the  Doctrine  propounded  at  the  Synod  of 
Dort,"  contained  in  vol.  i.,  pp.  260 — 471. 
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There  passed  out,  some  while  since,  a  defamatory  libel, 
imder  the  names  of  Charles  Lawne  and  three  other,  his 
brethren  in  evil;*  but  certainly  penned  by  some  other 
persons,  whose  greater  knowledge  did  ai'm  their  cruel 
hatred  the  more  to  hurt :  making  them  fathers  of  that 
"  generation  whose  teeth  are  as  swords,  and  their  jaw 
teeth  as  knives,  to  devour  the  afflicted  from  off  the  earth, 
and  the  poor  from  among  men."  Prov.  xxx.  14.  Against 
whom  and  whose  friends,  durst  I  use  the  same  liberty,  in 
publishing  to  the  world  their  personal  cormptions  which 
I  know,  and  could  soon  learn  by  the  testimony  of  honester 
men  than  these  informers,  they  who  have  written  of  others 
what  hath  pleased  them,  should  read  that  which  woidd  not 
please  them,  of  their  ovm,  if  not  of  themselves.  But 
God  forbid  !  My  desire  is  rather  to  pacify  than  to  alienate 
affections ;  remembering  Chiist's  instruction  unto  his  dis- 
ciples, to  "bless  those  that  curse  them,"  "to  do  good  to 
those  that  harm  them,"  and  "  to  pray  for  those  that 
persecute  them."  Matt.  v.  44.  Besides,  in  following  their 
course,  I  should,  for  the  faults  of  a  few  corrupter  persons, 
wrong  the  credit  of  many  honest  and  innocent  men ;  for 
whose  sakes,  I  would  rather  cover  tlie  others'  failings,  than 
for  them  blemish  the  credit  of  the  rest.  But  herein 
special  respect  is  to  be  had  to  the  common  truths  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  by  them  and  us  acknowledged;  upon  the 
honour  whereof,  had  they  been  but  half  so  bent  as  upon 
our  disgrace,  they  would  not  thus  have  gTatiiied  the  com- 
mon adversaries  thereof,  even  theirs  and  ours,  and  with 
them  the  atheists  and  epicures  in  the  land,  by  whom  their 
book  is  most  affected;  blessing  themselves  in  their  pro- 
*  Yide  title  of  Lawne's  book,  page  83,  sujjm. 
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fessed  contempt  of  God,  and  of  all  religion,  by  the  sayings 
of  those,  whether  truly  or  falsely  suggested  they  regard 
not,  who  profess  his  more  special  fear  and  service ;  and 
concluding  that  all  others  are  as  ill  as  themselves,  though 
more  covertly.  It  is  the  spider's  disposition,  so  she  may 
entangle  the  silly  flies  in  her  web,  to  weave  out  her  own 
bowels. 

This  libel  it  hath  pleased  divers  persons  of  note  for 
learning  and  zeal  to  countenance,  with  their  writings  of 
divers  kinds.  Amongst  the  rest,  Mr.  W.  Ames,  fearing 
belike  lest  either  it  should  want  credit,  or  I  discredit,  by 
the  acccusations  in  it  against  the  persons  of  other  men  in 
other  churches,  (which,  though  they  were  all  true,  as  I 
know  some  of  them  to  be  wholly  false,  and  others  impu- 
dently published  by  such  as  were  themselves  chief  agents 
in  them,  yet  did  no  more  concern  me  and  the  church  with 
me,  than  did  the  abuses  in  the  church  of  Corinth,  the 
church  at  Eome ;  or  those  in  some  of  the  seven  churches 
in  Asia,  the  rest  which  were  free  from  them,)  hath  publish- 
ed to  the  world,  in  the  body  of  that  book,  without  my  con- 
sent, privity,  or  least  suspicion  of  such  deahng,  certain 
private  letters, ^-^^  passing  between  him  and  me,  about  private 
communion  betwixt  the  members  of  the  true  visible  church, 
and  others;  though  he  take  advantage  and  occasion,  by 
certain  general  words  of  mine,  to  alter  the  state  of  the 
question.  The  occasion  of  which  passages,  if  I  should 
also  publish,  I  am  sure  he  would  not  like  it,  nor  have 
cause. 

Now,  as  I  neither  am,  nor  would  be  thought,  insensible 
of  this  unchristian  enmity,  and  violent  opposition  by  them 
against  us,  in  the  practice  of  those  things  which  them- 
selves, as  their  writings  testify,!  do  so  far  approve  ;  so  I 
think  a  preface  very  convenient  for  my  present  purpose,  to 


Vide  Letters  between  Mr.  Ames  and  Mr.  Kobinson,  pp.  85—89, 

*«. 
Yide  Admonition  to  tlie  Parliament.     M.    Cli.  Sermon  upon 

n.  xii.,  (supposed  to  refer  to  the  Rev.  La\vrence  Chadderton,  B.D., 
J.  ixst*  Master  of  Emanuel  College,  Cambridge.)  M.  Cart.  English 
Puritanism,  &c.  (Tte^'.  Thos.  Cartwight,  B.D.)  the  distinguished 
Puritan  and  Presbyterian,  but  opponent  of  the  Bro^^Tiists  and  Sepa- 


ratists. 
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communicate  with  others,    such  grounds  as  upon  which 
they  seem  to  raise  the  same. 

And,  first,  all  oppositions  in  religion  are  carried  usuall} 
with  violence,  as  wherein  men  have  special  persuasion  they 
please  God  in  that,  their  special  work  of  conscience  and 
zeal  for  him  and  his  truth.  And,  as  men  are  in  danger  to 
mistake  error  for  truth,  so  to  prosecute  the  same  with 
wrath  and  indignation,  instead  of  the  true  zeal  of  God. 
And  I  do  much  in  treat  and  Avarn  those  men,  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  to  beware  that  instead  of  zeal  against  our  sup- 
posed errors,  they  nourish  not  in  their  hearts  A^Tath  and 
hatred  against  our  persons  ;  which  is  a  great  iniquity 
where  it  is  found,  and  most  contraiy  unto  love,  and 
so  unto  God,  who  is  love,  1  John  iv.  16,  and  the  breaking 
of  the  whole  law,  which  love  fulfilleth.     Gal.  v.  14. 

But,  besides  this  general,  they  take  more  special  occa- 
sion of  offence  at  us,  and  our  sejiaration,  by  which  we 
carry  our  differences;  as  wherein  we  do  not  only  in  word, 
but  even  really  and  indeed  reprove  their  state  and  stand- 
ing, as  unlawful ;  and  such,  as  we  rather  choose  all  calami- 
ties by  loss  of  country,  friends,  riches,  credit,  liberty,  yea 
and  life  itself,  than  by  continuance  therein  to  vrithhold  the 
truth  of  God  in  unrighteousness,  and  uphold  the  chair  of 
apostacy,  and  so  to  pull  do^^'n  wrath  from  heaven  upon  our 
heads.  Which  our  sequestration  is  yet  the  more  offensive 
unto  them,  by  how  much  the  nearer  we  were,  and  yet  are 
in  many  things,  united  :  the  contentions  of  brethren  being 
as  the  bars  of  a  castle,  Pro  v.  xviii.  10  ;  as  also  for  that 
their  2-)arty,  for  the  reformation  of  their  2:)retended  national 
Judah,  is  thereby  weakened.  And  as  any,  according  to  the 
proverb,  may  easily  find  a  staff  to  beat  a  dog  withal,  so  do 
men  easily  take  occasion  tu  lay  load  uj^on  us,  who  are,  for 
our  fewness  in  number  and  meanness  of  condition,  so  con- 
temptible in  their  eyes ;  and  against  whom  they  have  all 
advantages  for  treading  upon  us  (save  the  truth)  which  they 
can  desire.  But  the  Lord  Jesus,  in  teaching  that  *'the  way 
to  life  is  narrow,  which  few  find,^'  and  that  "to  the  poor 
the  gospel  is  preached,"  and  thereupon  that  ''he  is  blessed 
who  is  not  ofiended  at  him,"  doth  plainly  forewarn  all  his 
seiwants  of  this  ofience.  Matt.  vii.  14;  xi.  5,  (i.  Others 
there  are,   also,  who,  whatsoever  they  boast  of  tlieScrip- 

\oL.  in.  11 
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tures,  have  for  the  most  part  a  traditional  faith  and  re- 
hgion;  and,  as  Naaman,  the  Syrian,  would  not  believe 
that  there  could  be  any  better  waters  than  the  rivers  of 
Damascus,  2  Kings  v.  12,  so  neither  do  they  thinlt  it  pos- 
sible that  there  should  be  any  purer  manner  of  worship- 
ing God,  than  that  to  which  they  have  been  always  used ; 
unto  which  they  are  so  superstitiously  addicted,  as  that 
they  are  ready  to  think  it  an  heretical  way  for  any  man  to 
step  out  of  the  beaten  trod  of  their  teachers'  traditionary 
rehgion. 

There  are  also  besides  all  these,  that  have  theu^  politic 
ends,  and  respects,  for  which  they  affect  opposition  against 
us.  Some,  of  the  prelates'  faction,  to  gratify  their  lords 
and  masters,  at  whose  devotion  they  stand,  and  against 
whom  we  principally  witness  :  others/ though  they  like  not 
the  bishops,  yet  think  it  a  point  of  their  wisdom  to  take 
and  hold  up  professed  opposition  against  us,  that  under  it 
as  a  buckler  they  may  cover  their  own  irregularity,  and 
make  their  jealous  masters  believe,  that  they  cannot  but 
be  indifferently  well  aifected  towards  them,  being  so  vehe- 
mently bent  against  us.  Yea,  others  perceiving  that  their 
own  grounds  do  in  the  judgment  of  others,  wise  and  im- 
partial, directly  lead  to  the  way,  in  which  we  walk,  and  yet 
seeing  it  not  to  be  for  their  purposes  to  have  the  world'^so 
to  esteem  of  them,  do  undoubtedly  strain  and  wring  the 
neck  of  their  consciences,  and  courses,  to  look  the  con- 
trary way,  that  they  may  not  be  thought  to  have  their 
faces  towards  us. 

Lastly,  there  are,  who  fearing  belike  to  be  overcome  of 
the  truth  we  profess,  if  Avith  <|uiet  and  calm  thoughts  they 
come  to  consider  of  it,  and  not  having  hearts  to  embrace 
it,  do  set  themselves  against  it  tumultuously ;  like  those 
cowards,  who  fearing  the  force  of  their  adversaries,  do 
think  by  debasing  and  reviling  of  them,  to  encourage  their 
own  faint  and  feeble  hearts  against  them. 

But  good  had  it  been  for  the  truth,  if  at  it,  oifences  had 
only  been  taken  by  the  adversaries  thereof,  and  not  also 
given  by  them,  wlio  have  proicsbod  it:  and  those  both  so 
])ublic,  as  they  cannot  be  concealed,  and  so  great,  as  they 
can  receive  no  sufficient  excuse.  Yet  are  there  notwith- 
standing divers  things,   and  those  such  as  will   seem»  I 
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doubt  not,  of  weight,  to  the  wise  in  heart,  which  both  justly 
may,  and  necessarily  must  be  observed  about  those  mat- 
ters :  whether  offensive  contentions,  or  other  personal  evils, 
laid  to  our  charge,  and  published  to  the  world  against  us. 

First  then,  and  in  the  general ;  the  publishers  of  those 
accusations  cannot  be  unsuspected  of  any  reasonable  man  : 
being  such  geuerally,  as  are  both  enemies  to  our  pro- 
fession, and  have  either  for  their  unfaithful  apostacy,  or 
other  scandalous  sins,  or  both,  been  cast  out  of  the  church 
and  excommunicated.*  Now  as  for  the  former,  it  is  truly 
and  commonly  said,  that  no  person  rmming  away  from  his 
master,  Avill  easily  speak  well  of  him  :  so  doth  experience 
confirm  it,  for  the  latter,  that  scarce  any  condemned  in 
any  court,  how  justly  soever,  but  will  complain  either  of 
the  malice  of  the  evidence,  or  ignorance  of  the  jur}^  or 
injustice  of  the  judge.  Condemned  persons  must  repair 
their  own,  by  ruinating  the  credits  of  their  judges. 

More  especially  :  and  first,  of  the  contentions  which 
have  fallen  out  amongst  the  professors  of  this  way.  As 
Paul  complaineth,  that  sin  taking  occasion  by  the  law, 
wrought  in  him  all  manner  of  concupiscence,  Eom.  vii.  8  : 
so  indeed  hath  the  malice  of  Satan,  and  man's  corrup- 
tion taken  occasion  to  work  much  evil  of  this  kind,  bv 
sundry  good  things  specially  found  in  the  professors  of 
this  truth ;  as  1,  by  their  knowledge,  ^,  zeal,  and  3,  liberty 
of  the  gospel.  Knowledge,  saith  the  apostle,  pulfetli  up, 
1  Cor.  xiii.  1 ;  i.  5,  7,  1 1  :  iii.  3  :  and  hence  was  it,  that  the 
same  church  to  Avliich  he  so  writes,  exceeding  other 
churches  in  knoAvledge,  did  also  pass  them  in  contentions, 
and  strifes.  So  the  churches  this  way,  which  I  may  trul}- 
S2)eak,  and  without  boasting,  going  before  other  ordinary 
assemblies  in  knowledge,  are  the  more  in  danger  of 
contentions,  witbout  special  modesty,  and  Avatchfulness. 
Ignorant  persons,  and  peoples,  are  for  the  most  part, 
easily  ruled,  as  being  content  to  trust  other  men  with  their 
faith  and  religion :  neither  was  there  ever  so  great  peace 
in  the  Christian  world,  as  it  is  called,  as  in  thp  de(^pest 
dai-kncss  of  popery.  :2ndly,  as  the  greatest  zeal  for  God  is 
rightly  found  amongst  God's  peo'ple,  so  is  jieace  and 
agreement  greatly  endangered  thereby,  if  it  bo  not  tem- 
*  Lawae  was  cxcommii.iicateLl  July  23,  1611. 
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pered  with  much  wisdom,  moderation,  and  brotherly  for- 
bearance :  and  that  they  consider  not  aright,  that  both 
themselves  and  others  are  frail  men,  and  compassed  about 
with  much  ignorance,  and  infinnity  otherwise  :  who  are 
therefore  to  study,  not  only  how  to  have  that  which  they 
like,  but  also  how  to  bear  that  in  other  men  (if  not  in- 
tolerable) which  they  like  not :  otherwise,  whilst  men  think 
by  their  zeal  to  warm  the  house,  they  will  burn  it  over 
their  own,  and  other  men's  heads.  3rdly,  and  lastly,  they 
only,  who  enjoy  liberty,  know  how  hard  a  thing  it  is  to  use 
it  aright.  And  when  I  see  them  in  England  wondering  at 
the  dissensions  in  this  way,  methinks  I  see  two  prisoners, 
being  themselves  fast  chained  and  manacled  together  by 
feet,  and  hands,  wondering  to  see  that  other  men,  at 
liberty,  walk  not  closer  together  than  they  do.  Their 
thraldom  makes  them  unequal  censurers  of  the  abuse  of 
our  liberty.  How  many  thousands  are  there,  whose  very 
hearts  are  fretted  with  the  chains  of  their  spiritual  bond- 
age !  Yea,  how  many  several  factions  of  ministers  are 
there,  whose  differences,  if  by  servile  fear  they  were  not 
nijDped  in  the  bud,  would  bring  forth  no  small  both  dis- 
sensions and  divisions  :  as  at  this  day  woeful  experience 
teacheth  in  the  reformed  churches,  whose  dissensions  do 
infinitely  exceed  all  that  ever  have  been  amongst  us  !  As 
ignorance  begot,  so  tyranny  maintained  the  greatest  peace 
and  unity,  when  popish  iniquity  most  prevailed. 

Now  for  personal  offences  ;  as  we  profess,  and  avow 
before  all  men,  that,  for  ourselves,  we  neither  receive,  nor 
keep  amongst  us  any  persons  not  sanctified  in  their  mea- 
sure (in  our  discerning:)  so  do  we  not  think  ourselves  any 
way  privileged,  either  from  the  common  infirmities  of 
God's  more  worthy  servants  in  all  ages,  or  from  the  malice 
of  Satan  in  thrusting  upon  us  false  brethren  unawares, 
Jude  4  :  whose  hypocrisy,  and  profane  usurpation  of  the 
Lord's  covenant,  and  holy  things,  unto  which  they  have 
no  right,  he  often  punisheth  with  scandalous  sins,  and  so 
leadeth  them  out  amongst  the  workers  of  iniquity.  "\Aliich 
scandals  we  could  yet  cover  from  the  eyes  of  the  world  in 
a  great  measure,  if  we  durst,  as  others  do,  either  let  sin 
rest  upon  our  brethren,  Lev.  xix.  17  :  or  smother  in  a  con- 
sistorv  such  offences,  as   are  either  miblic,  oi^  their  own 
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nature,  or  so  made  by  the  offender's  private  impenitence, 
1  Tim.  V.  20  :  which  because  we  dare  not  do,  nor  but  re- 
buke him  openly,  w^hich  so  sinneth,  and  so  judge  both  his 
sin  and  person,  in  which  our  proceedings  and  deahngs, 
new  offences  are  also  added  oftentimes,  we  do  thereby  lay 
open  our  own  shame  in  the  eyes  of  the  world :  and  so 
walking  in  our  simplicity,  because  we  dare  not  be  wdse 
against  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  his  order  and  ordinances, 
we  have  in  so  great  a  measure  our  faults  wTitten  in  our 
foreheads,  and  are  a  wonder  and  offence  unto  others,  who 
are  far  better  acquainted  with  our  failings,  than  with  their 
own. 

But  besides,  if  not  above  the  rest,  great  offence  hath 
been  taken,  by  many,  at  our  extreme  straitness  in  respect 
of  the  order  wherein  we  walk  :  and  more  especially  for 
refusing  communion  in  the  private  and  personal  exercises 
of  religion  with  the  better  sort  in  the  assemblies  ;  as  where- 
in we  have  not  only  made  a  separation  from  the  wicked, 
and  from  the  godly  also  in  things  unlawful,  or  unlawfully 
performed,  but  even  m  their  lawful  actions.  This  Mr. 
Ames  calls  the  bitterness  of  separation :  and  for  it,  as  it 
seems,  thinks  it  lawful  to  cast  upon  me  the  reproach  of 
the  sins  of  other  churches  and  persons,  whether  truly,  or 
falsely  laid  to  their  charge,  he  knoweth  not ;  as  also  to  in- 
sinuate against  me,  that  I  despise  the  writings  of  Junius,* 
and  so  of  other  learned  men  :+  as  justly  as  others  have  laid 
to  his  charge  the  contempt  of  all  ancient  writers  :  wherein 
if  men  deal  unjustly  with  him,  and  his  friends,  let  him  see 
whether  God  deal  not  justly,  in  rewarding  him  as  he  hath 
served  others. 

For  the  matter  of  his  letters,  if  I  would  strive  with  him 
about  the  arguments,  with  Avhom  I  agree  in  the  question, 

*  Francis  Junius,  a  learned  French  Protestant  divine,  was  born  at 
Boui'ges  in  1545.  He  -svas  successively  minister  of  the  "Walloon 
Chujch  at  Antwerp,  Chaplain  to  the  army  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
Professor  at  Heidelberg,  and  Divinity  reader  at  Leyden,  Avhere  he 
died  of  the  plague  in  1602,  about  tliree  months  after  he  had  pub- 
lished his  "Letters"  against  the  "  Confession  of  Faith,  and  certain 
English  people  lining  in  the  Low  Countries."  He  ^Tote  Commen- 
taries on  the  Scriptures,  but  is  best  knowTi  by  his  Latin  version  of 
the  Bible,  jointly  with  Tremellius. 

f  Grotius  against  the  Enghsh  Puritans. 


Hosted  by  Google 


102  THE  PPvEFxVCE. 

I  could  manifest,  I  doubt  not,  hoAv  he  hath  not  dealt 
sufficiently  in  it.  Wli ether  or  no  there  were  in  the  assem- 
blies faithful  and  godly  persons,  and  the  same  so  appear- 
ing unto  men,  I  never  called  into  question,  nor  could 
without  sinning  greatly  against  mine  own  conscience  :- 
the  thing  I  feared,  was  the  violation,  and  breach  of  order 
in  the  communion  between  the  members  of  the  true  visible 
church,  and  others  out  of  that  order,  or  in  the  contrary. 
Mine  objection  hereabout  Mr.  A.  answereth  not,  but  only 
makes  light  account  of  it,  as  a  strange  order,  which  is 
broken  by  saying  amen  to  a  godly  man's  prayer.  But  all 
men  know,  that  to  set  light  by  an  argument  is  no  sufficient 
answer  unto  it.  And  many  cases  may  be  put  in  which 
order  may  be  sinfully  broken  in  communicating  even  with 
a  godly  man's  prayers  ;  either  privately,  as  if  he  wdll  pro- 
fessedly offer  up  the  prayers  of  an  excommunicate,  detected 
heretic,  or  other  ungodly  person:  or  publicly,  if  he  perform 
the  same  without  a  true,  or  by  a  false  calling.  Here  w^as 
use  of  a  distinction  of  religious  actions,  into  personal  and 
church  actions  :|-  which  if  either  Mr.  A.  had  observed  unto 
me,  or  I  myself  then  conceived  of,  would  have  cleared  the 
question  to  my  conscience  :  and  with  which  I  did  wholly 
satisfy  myself  in  this  matter,  when  God  gave  me  once  to 
observe  it. 

My  judgment  therein,  and  the  reasons  of  it,  I  ho.ve  set 
down  in  the  first  part  of  the  book  :  unto  which  I  bind  no 
man  further  to  assent,  than  he  sees  ground  from  the  Scrip- 
tures. In  it  I  op|)Ose  no  article  of  our  Confession  \\  neither 
was  it  the  author's  meaning,  as  it  seemeth,  further  to  con- 
clude and  profess  separation  than  from  communion  in  the 
public  worship,  and  administrations  there  :§  neither  do  I 
herein  oppose  any  set  order  of  any  church  this  way,  to  my 
knowledge.  I  myself,  and  the  people  with  me  generally, 
did  separate  from  the  formal  state  of  the  parish  assem- 
blies, in  this  persuasion,  and  so  practised  all  the  while  we 
abode  in  England  as  some  there  continuing,  have  done  to 

■*  Vide  Vol.  ii,,  A  Justification,  &c., 
t  See  p.  1  of  foUowing  Treatise. 

X  *'  The  Confession  of  Faith,"  referred  to  in  p.  101,  note,  published 
at  Amsterdam,  1598  ;  reprinted,  1607. 
§  Art.  31. 
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this  day :  there  having  heen  also  sundry  passages  between 
Mr.  Smyth,  and  me  about  it ;  with  whom  I  also  refused  to 
join,  because  I  would  use  my  liberty  in  this  point:  and  for 
which  I  was,  by  some  of  the  people  with  him,  excepted 
against,  when  I  was  chosen  into  office  in  this  church.  In- 
deed after^vards  finding  them  of  other  churches,  with  whom 
I  was  most  nearly  joined,  otherwise  minded  for  the  most 
part,  I  did  through  my  vehement  desire  of  peace,  and 
weakness  ^\TLthal,  remit  and  lose  of  my  former  resolution : 
and  did,  to  speak  as  the  truth  is,  forget  some  of  my  former 
grounds  ;  and  so  have  passed  out  upon  occasion,  some 
arguments  against  this  2:>ractice.  "WHiich  yet  notwithstand- 
ing I  have,  in  the  same  place,  so  set  doA^Ti,  as  all  may  see  I 
was  therein  far  from  that  certaint}'  of  persuasion,  which  I 
had  and  have  of  the  common  grounds  of  our  separation : 
of  which  I  think  this  no  part  at  all.  But  had  my  per- 
suasion in  it  been  fuller  than  ever  it  was,  I  profess  myself 
always  one  of  them,  who  still  desire  to  learn  further,  or 
better,  what  the  good  will  of  God  is.  And  I  beseech  the 
Lord  from  mine  heart,  that  there  may  be  in  the  men, 
(towards  whom  I  desire  in  all  things  lawful  to  enlarge  my- 
self) the  like  readiness  of  mind  to  forsake  every  evil  way, 
and  faithfully  to  embrace  and  walk  in  the  tiTith  tliey  do,  or 
may  see,  as  by  the  mercy  of  God,  there  is  in  me ;  which  as 
I  trust  it  shall  be  mine,  so  do  I  wish  it  may  be  their  com- 
fort also  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

John  Eobinson. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

OF  PRIVATE  COMMU>'ION. 

The  apostle  writing  to  the  church  at  Colosse  with 
much  joy  for  their  stableness  in  the  grace  of  God  received, 
reduceth  the  whole  matter  of  that  his  "  rejoicing"  to  two 
general  heads  :  "faith,"  and  "order."  Col.  ii.  5.  Of  which 
two,  faith,  though  set  after  in  place,  is  before,  both  in 
nature,  time,  and  dignity  :  as  making  men  in  their  persons 
severally  fit  for,  and  capable  of  that  order,  wherein  they 
are  jointly  to  be  united. 

Now  from  these  two  spring-heads,  as  it  were,  thus  dis- 
tinguished, do  issue  and  arise  two  sorts  of  external  reli- 
gious actions,  or  exercises :  which  we  may  not  unfitly,  for 
distinction's  sake,  call,  personal  and  church  actions.  By 
personal  actions  I  do  understand  such  as  arise  from,  and 
are  performed  immediately  by  the  personal  faith,  and  other 
graces  of  God,  in  the  hearts  of  holy  men.  Of  which  sort 
are,  private  prayer,  thanksgiving,  and  singing  of  psalms, 
profession  of  faith,  and  confession  of  sins,  reading  or 
opening  the  Scriptures,  and  hearing  them  so  read,  or 
opened,  either  in  the  family,  or  elsewhere,  without  any 
church  power,  or  ministry  coming  between.  Of  the  second 
sort,  are  the  receiving  in,  and  casting  out  of  members,  the 
electing  and  deposing  of  ofiicers,  the  use  of  a  imblic 
ministry,  and  all  communion  therewith.  For  which  works, 
howsoever  "  faith  "  and  other  personal  graces  be  required 
that  men  in  them  may  "  please  God,"  lieb.  xi.  0 :  yet  are  not 
these  graces  sufficient  for  the  doing  of  them,  except  withal 
there  concur,  and  come  between,  a  Church  state,  and  order : 
in,  and  by  which,  they  are  to  be  exercised,  as  by  their  most 
immediate  and  proper  cause  :  from  which,  by  the  rule  of 
reason,  they  are  to  have  their  denomination,  and  so  to  be 
called  church  actions. 

And  that  the  actions  of  the  first  kind,  and  more  parti- 
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culaiiy,  private  prayer,  of  which  I  am  specially  to  speak, 
may,  and  ought  to  be  performed  by  godly  persons,  though 
out  of  the  order  of  a  true  visible  church,  both  the  Scrip- 
tures and  common  reason  teach :  and  that  not  only  by 
them  severally,  and  one  by  one,  but  jomtly,  and  together 
also,  as  there  is  occasion  :  they  being  joint  members  of  the 
mystical  body  of  Christ  by  faith,  and  jointly  partakers  of 
the  same  Spirit  of  adoption,  and  prayer ;  from  which  com- 
mon faith,  and  union  of  the  Spirit  dwelling  in  them,  this 
communion  ariseth,  they  thereby  being  privileged  jointly 
to  say,  "  Our  Father:"  as  was  also  practised  by  Cornelius, 
and  his  holy  family,  though  out  of  a  true  visible  chm'ch. 
Matt.  vi.  8—10,  XV.  22,  23  ;  Acts  x.  1—3,  34,  35;  Eom.  viii. 
26,  X.  10  ;  1  Cor.  xii.  7.  Neither  is  it  a  matter  worthy  the 
proving  lawful  for  a  godly  husband  and  wife  jointly  to 
sanctify  their  meat  and  drink  by  prayer,  and  thanksgiving, 
and  so  to  beg  together  at  God's  hands,  or  to  give  thanks 
for  other  good  things  upon  themselves,  and  theirs,  though 
they  be  out  of  the  order  of  a  true  church.  Neither,  indeed, 
do  the  members  of  the  visible  church  perform  private 
jDrayer,  or  the  like  exercises,  whether  severally,  and  by  one 
and  one,  or  jointly,  by  virtue  of  that  their  church  state, 
or  with  any  reference  unto  it,  but  merely  as  a  duty  of  the 
Christian  person,  or  family  :  (whicli  must  be  before  the 
Christian  church,  as  the  parts  before  the  whole :)  and 
which  they  were  also  as  well,  and  as  much  bound  unto, 
though  they  Avere  of  no  visible  church  at  all :  no  more  than 
was  Cornelius,  and  his  family,  and  friends,  which,  not- 
withstanding, was  his,  and  their  fault. 

These  things  thus  premised,  I  come  to  the  thing  I  aim 
at  in  this  whole  discourse,  Avhich  is,  that  we,  who  profess 
a  separation  from  the  English  national,  provincial, 
diocesan,  and  parochial  church,  and  churches,  in  the 
whole  formal  state  and  order  thereof,  may  notwithstanding 
lawfully  communicate  in  private  prayer,  and  other  the 
like  holy  exercises  (not  peiformed  in  their  church  com- 
munion, nor  by  their  chrnxdi  power  and  ministry,)  with 
the  godly  amongst  them,  though  remaining,  of  infirmity, 
members  of  the  same  church,  or  churches,  except  some 
other  extraordinary  bar  come  in  the  way,  between  them 
and  us. 
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And  since  the  subject  and  ground  of  this  communion, 
is  holy  persons,  and  the  same  so  discerned  mutually,  and 
on  both  sides,  I  think  it  needful,  for  the  clearer  passage 
of  things,  and  better  infomiation  of  divers  both  adversaries 
and  fi^iends,  having  greatly  misinteq^reted  our  writings 
and  testimony,  here  briefly  to  note  down  what  our  judg- 
ment hath  always  been  of  the  sincere  faith  and  holiness 
of  many  particular  persons  in  the  assemblies,  notwith- 
standing our  testimony  against  the  body  of  the  same 
assemblies,  in  their  communion,  order,  and  ordinances. 

And  first,  our  v/itnessing  against  the  Church  of  England, 
so  called,  as  Babylon,  in  her  degree,  both  in  respect  of  the 
confusion,  as  of  persons  good  and  bad,  of  all  sorts,  so  of 
things  Christian,  and  antichristian,  covering  all :  as  also  of 
that  spiritual  bondage,  wherein  the  Lord's  people  are  kept 
under  the  spiritual  lordship  of  the  prelacy,  there  reigning, 
doth  witness  for  us  against  all  men,  that  we  acknowledge 
the  Lord's  people,  and  godly  persons  there  :  out  of  which 
they  are  therefore  called  by  the  voice  of  the  Lord  from 
heaven,  to  build  up  themselves  "  as  lively  stones  into  a 
spiritual  temple "  for  the  Lord  to  dwell  in,  Ptev.  xviii.  4 ; 
1  Pet.  ii.  5:  as  were  the  Lord's  people  of  old  called  out 
of  Babylon  civil,  to  build  the  material  temple  in  Jeru- 
salem, although  as  then  was,  so  now  is  too  slack  obedience 
yielded  to  the  Lord's  call  herein.  Ezra  i.  and  vii.;  Kche- 
miah  ii. 

More  particularly.  Mr.  PI.  Barrowe  in  that  his  letter 
written  a  little  before  his  death,  and  so  the  more  advisedly, 
especially  in  that  point,  in  which  a  snare  was  laid  for  his 
life,  to  an  honourable  la<ly  yet  living,-  as  he  acknow- 
led^^eth  her  in  her  person,  to  have  been  educated  and 
exercised  in  the  faith  and  fear  of  God,  so  professeth  ho 
further,  that  be  gladly  embraceth,  and  believeth  the  com- 
mon faith  receivc'd,  and  professed  in  the  land  as  good,  and 
sound  :  that  lie  had  reverend  estimation  of  sundiy,  and 
good    hope    of    many   hundred    thousands    in    the    land, 

*  Shortly  before  the  execution  of  Henry  Barrowe,  he  addressed  tlie 
Letter  to  "an  Ilonoiu-ablc  Ladv,  and  Countess  of  his  Kindred."  It  is 
dated  "this  4th  or  5th  of  the  4th  month,  1593,"  and  is  contained  m 
an  "  Apology  or  Defence  of  such  time  Christians  as  ure  commonly, 
but  unjustly  called  Bro^^^lists,"  by  Henry  Ainsworth.     1604. 
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though  he  utterly  disliked  the  present  constitution  of  the 
church,  d^c. 

Unto  which  his  testimony  as  the  authors  of  the  ''Apo- 
logy'"- do  assent,  so  do  they  further  profess  their  per- 
suasion that  of  many  the  Lord  s  people  in  the  realm, 
belonging  to  the  Lord's  election  of  grace,  and  partakers  of 
his  mercy  to  salvation  in  Christ,  some  are  further  called, 
and  some  still  remain  in  defection  :  further  instancing  in 
sundry  priests  and  friars,  that  have  been  martyrs  of  Jesus, 
witnessing  the  truth  they  saw  against  the  P^omish  anti- 
christ and  yet  retainiog  their  popish  functions,  and  com- 
munion with  that  church,  which  stands  subject  to  the 
wi^ath  of  God  :  both  Mr.  Barrowe,  and  they  accordingly  in 
another  place,  commending  the  faith  of  the  English  mar- 
t}TS,  and  deeming  them  saved,  notmth standing  the  false 
offices  and  gi^eat  corruptions  in  the  ■worship  they  exercised  : 
and  so  j^rofessing  the  same  judgment  of  others  in  the 
realm,  where  the  same  precious  faith  in  sincerity  and  sim- 
plicity is  found,  they  neither  neglecting  to  search  out  the 
tmth,  nor  de-pising  it,  when  they  see  it,  the  mercy  of  God 
through  their  sincere  faith  to  Jesus  Christ,  extending, 
and  superabounding  above  all  their  sins  seen  and  un- 
seen. 

Lastly,  Mr.  Penr}\  a  little  before  his  execution,  acknow- 
ledgeth  in  his  "  Confession, "f  that  both  of  the  teachers  and 
professors  of  the  assemblies  have  so  embraced  the  truth  of 
doctrine  in  the  land  established,  and  professed,  that  the 
Lord  in  his  mfinite  goodness  hath  gi^anted  them  favour,  to 
show  out  wherein,  in  regard  of  God's  election,  he  judgeth 
them  members  of  the  body,  whereof  the  Son  of  God  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  head :  only  herein  praying  the  Lord  to  be  mer- 
ciful imto  then^,  as  unto  himself  in  regard  of  his  sins,  that 
they  are  not  ordered  in  that  outward  order  which  Christ 
Jesus  left  in  his  church,  but  instead  thereof,  &c. 

All  these,  we  see,  as  they  rightly  distinguish  between 
faith  and  order,  though  even  order  also  be  a  matter  of 

*  p.  113,  114.  Vide  last  note.  "The  Apolog^^-"  was  the  joint 
production  of  Johnson,  Ainsworth,  &c.,  though  some  editions  arc 
subscribed  with  Ainsworth' s  name  alone. 

t  Vide  Examinations  of  BaiTowe,  Greenwood,  and  Pcnry,  pp.  39, 
45,  4 to  edit.,  no  date. 
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faith,  if  it  be  not  a  matter  of  sin,  and  without  warrant 
from  God's  Word,  Eom.xiv.  23  :  so  do  they  plainly  acknow- 
ledge the  personal  faith,  and  grace  unto  salvation  in  many 
though  remaining  (of  ignorance,  and  infirmity)  members 
of   that   church    against    whose  constitution,  order,    and 
ordinances,  they   witnessed,  divers  of  them,  unto  death : 
and  not  only,  that  such  joeople  were  there  in  the  general, 
but  also   that  they  did  so   esteem   and  judge  of  many  of 
them,  in  particular.     And  surely  if  the  Lord's  people  be 
there,  it  is  no  difficult  thing  for  the  spiritual  man,  con- 
versing with  them,  to  discern  and  judge  ordinarily,  which 
they  be.     The  Spirit  of  God  in  one  of  his  people  Avill  own 
itself  in  another  of  them  though   disfigured  with   many 
failings,  especially  in  outward  orders,  and  ordinances  :  and 
faith,  if  it  be  not  dead,  may  be  seen  by  works,  of  him  that 
hath   a  spiritual   eye,   through  many  infirmities.  James  ii. 
17,  18.      "  The    tree,"  saith   Christ,    "  is  known    by  the 
fruits,  "  Luke  vi.  44  :  so  may  the  good  trees  truly  planted 
by  faith  into  Christ,  and  having  in  them  the  heavenly  sap 
and  juice  of  his   Spirit,  though  growing  for  the  present, 
out  of  the  Lord's  walled  orchard,   the  true  visible  church, 
and  in  the  Avild  wilderness    of   the   profane   assemblies, 
ordinarily  be  known  by  the   good  fruits  of  faith  and  of  the 
Spirit  evidently  appearing  in  their  persons,  whom,  wliilst 
the  world  can  "in  all  places  so  far  discern,  as  to  hate,  de- 
spise, and  persecute  them,  as  none  of  theirs,  it  were  marvel 
if  we  should  not  discern  them  to  be  children  of  the  same 
common  Father  with  us,  and  so  know  and  aclmowledge 
one  another,   though  the  world,  which   knows    not  him, 
know  neither  of  both.    1  John  iii.  1.      And   passing  this 
judgment  one  upon  another  mutually,  though  not  by  the 
rule   of  certainty,  which   a  man  can  have  only  of  himself 
ordinarily,  as   only  knowing  his  own  heart,  yet  more  than 
in  hope,  which  extends  itself  to  the  apparently  profane, 
for  we  are   to  hope  that  they  who  are  not  to-day,  may  be 
to-morrow,  and  even  by  that  golden  rule  of  love  or  charity, 
which   "  thinketh   not  evil,"  nor  is   suspicious,  but   "  be- 
lieveth  all  things,"  and  taketh  them  in  the  best  part :  1  Cor. 
xiii.  5,7:  "  covering,"  especially  under  the  graces  of  Gods 
Spirit,  where  they  appear,  though  in  never  so  small  a  mea- 
sure, "  a  multitude  of  sins;"  1  Pet.  iv.  8;  we  shall  walk 
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in  love,  after  Christ's  example,  and  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ 
by  bearing  one  another's  burden  :  thereby  also  procuring 
the  like  merciful  measure  to  be  meted  out  to  us  again 
both  by  God,  and  men,  in  respect  of  our  infirmities. 
Eph.  V.  2  ;  Gal.  vi.  2  ;  Mark  iv.  24. 

Lastly,  if  men  were  to  judge  us,  even  whilst  we 
abode  in  the  assemblies  of  ignorance,  or  infirmity,  men 
fearing  God,  and  sanctified  in  our  persons,  by  the  profes- 
sion and  appearance  which  we  made  :  then  are  we  also 
in  equity  to  make  the  same  estimate  of  the  persons  of 
others,  though  abiding  in  the  assemblies,  as  we  did, 
making  the  same  manifestation,  and  aj^pearance,  (and  it 
may  be  greater  than)  the  most  of  us  have  done.  And,  as 
we  ourselves  then  having  received  of  God  the  grace  of 
sanctification,  in  our  measure ;  and  making  manifestation 
thereof,  according  to  that,  we  had  received  ;  and  being  to 
be  judged  by  others  according  to  the  manifestation  we 
made  ;  did,  and  might  justly  look,  that  they  should  deem 
us  truly  faithful,  and  sanctified,  though  never  so  weakly  : 
so  are  we  to  have  again  the  like  estimation  of  others,  ac- 
cording to  their  measure  received,  and  manifested  :  re- 
membering always  that  most  equal  rule  of  Christ  our 
Lord,  that  ''whatsoever  we  would  men  should  do  unto  us, 
even  so  to  do  to  them,  which  is  the  law,  and  the  jn'ophets." 
Matt.  vii.  12. 

I  Avill,  therefore,  conclude  this  jDoint  with  a  double  ex- 
hortation :  the  former,  respecting  us  ourselves,  who  have, 
by  the  mercy  of  God,  with  the  faith  of  Christ,  received  his 
order,  and  ordinances ;  which  is,  that  we  2:)lease  not  our- 
selves therein  too  much,  as  if  in  them,  pietv  and  religion 
did  chiefly  consist :  which  was  not  the  least  calamity  of 
the  Lord's  people  of  old,  for  which  he  also  sharply  re- 
proved, and  severely  punished  them  ;  of  Avhich  evil,  and 
over  valuation  of  these  things,  howsoever  great  in  them- 
selves, we  arc  in  the  more  danger,  considering  our  perse- 
cutions, and  sutierings  for  them  :  but  that,  as  we  believe 
these  things  are  jiecessarily  to  be  done,  so  we  consider, 
that  other  things  are  not  only  not  to  be  left  undone,  but 
to  be  done  much  more.  The  grace  of  faith  in  Christ,  and 
the  fear  of  God,  the  continual  renewing  of  our  repentance, 
with  love,  mercy,  humility,   and    modesty,    together   with 
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fervent  prayer,  and  hearty  thanksgiving  unto  God,  for  his 
unspeakable  goodness,  are  the  things  wherein  especially 
we  must  serve  God:  nourishing-  them  in  our  own  hearts, 
and  so  honouring  them  in  others,  wheresoever  they  appear 
to  dwell.  Psa.  xl.  6—8  ;  Heb.  x.  3;  Psa.  xxxi.  10,  17  ; 
Jer.  vii.  4,  21—23  ;  Hos.  vi.  6 ;  Mic.  vi.  6—8.  And  if 
God  will  be  known,  and  honoured  in  all  his  creatures, 
yea,  even,  in  the  silliest  worm  that  crawleth  upon  the 
earth,  how  much  more  in  the  holy  graces  of  his  Spirit 
vouchsafed  to  his  elect,  notwithstanding  their  failings  of 
infirmity,  especially  in  outward  ordinances  !  Which  per- 
sonal graces  Avhilst  too  many  have  undervalued  in  other 
men,  and  neglected  in  themselves,  in  comparison,  God 
hath  been  provoked  to  suffer  so  many  amongst  us  to  fall, 
some,  into  such  personal  sins  and  evils,  notwithstanding 
their  advantage  in  the  Lord's  ordinances,  as  from  which, 
without  these  helps  many  thousands  of  them  have  been 
preserved:  and  others,  both  from  the  conscience  of  GocVs 
ordinances,  and  of  the  personal  duties  of  holiness,  and 
honesty ;  as  is  generally  to  be  seen  m  such  as  have  made 
apo Stacy  from  their  former  profession  with  us. 

The  other  cxliortation,  I  direct  unto  them  about  whom 
I  deal  :  which  is,  that  they  content  not  themselves  with 
that  faith  and  grace  in  their  2:)ersons,  which  they  have 
received,  rejecting,  or  neglecting,  under  any  pretext  or 
excuse  whatsoever,  the  order,  ordinances,  and  institutions 
of  the  Lord  Jesus ;  by  the  use  whereof,  their  faith 
should  be  nourished  in  itself,  and  manifested  unto  others  : 
much  more,  that  they  continue  not  their  submission  to  the 
contrary,  which  is  of  antichrist ;  lest  God,  besides  greater 
evils,  punish  them  with  5^et  greater  confusion,  and  bondage 
therein  :  that,  under  which  they  are,  being  such  already, 
as,  I  suppose,  I  may  truly  affirm,  that  never  church  in  the 
world,  in  which  so  many  excellent  truths  were  taught,  stood 
in  such  confusion  both  of  persons  and  things,  and  under 
such  a  bondage  spiritual,  as  that  of  England  doth  at  this 
day. 

Now  before  I  come  to  prove  the  thing  I  aim  at,  I  think  it 
fit  to  satisfy  the  principal  objections,  which  I  have  taken 
knowledge  of  against  the  thing  I  intend. 
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Objection  1. 


And  it  will  first  be  demanded  of  me,  considering  my 
judgment  of  the  paiish  assemblies,  as  anticliristian,  and  of 
sundry  the  practices  there  as  idolatrous,  and  withal,  what 
judgments  the  Scriptures  denounce  against  such  estates, 
and  practices,  how  I  can  deem  any  the  members  of  such 
assemblies,  and  so  practising,  as  ti-uly  Christian  ?  or  how 
I  can,  Avithout  pollution,  communicate  with  them,  who  are 
by  the  touching  of  so  many  unclean,  both  j)ersons  and 
things,  themselves  made  unclean  ? 

Ficason. 

For  answer.  First,  it  is  true,  that  upon  the  true  church, 
the  Scriptures  do  pronounce  most  excellent  blessings  ;  as 
they  do  also  denounce  fearful  curses  upon  the  false  :  as  it 
is  also  true,  that  wliatsoever  is  spoken  of  the  whole  body, 
the  one  or  other,  jointly,  belongs  to  each  member  of 
either,  severally  :  provided,  that  in  both,  tilings  be  in  their 
right  state  and  order  :  which  is,  that  there  "be  none  but 
faithful  and  holy  persons  in  the  true  church,  and  none  but 
unholy  and  profane  persons  in  the  false  :  for  none  other 
should  be,  in  the  one  or  other.  But,  if  now  it  come  to 
pass  otherwise,  and  that  through  the  church's  Avant  of  vigi- 
lance or  zeal,  and  the  party's  hypocrisy,  which  hath  been 
always,  and  is,  too,  too  common,  there  be  in  the  true  church 
unfaithful  and  profane  persons,  shall  we  say,  that  those 
precious  promises  made  to  the  tme  church  in  which  thev 
wrongfully  are,  do  appertain  unto  them,  and  unto  their 
persons?  and  that  they  are  elect  of  God,  saints  by  callintr, 
and  sanctihed  in  Christ,  to  the  hope  of  life,  kc/^  So  it 
on  the  contrary,  it  come  to  pass,  through  her  craft  and 
cruelty,  and  their  own  weakness,  which  is,~too,  too  connnon 
also,  that  godly  and  faithful  persons  be  in  the  false  churcb, 
where  they  shoidd  not  be,  shall  we  now^^  lay  upon  tlieir 
persons  all  the  curses,  and  condemnation,  which  the  Scrip 
tm-es  denounce  against  the  estate  of  the  "false  cliurch,  and 
the  superstitions  thereof?  Were  not  this  to  justifv  the 
wicked,  because  he  is  in  the  true  church,  where  he  should 
not  be  ?  and  to  condemn  the  righteous  because  he  is  in  the 
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false  church,  where  he  should  not  he  neither  ?  Or,  are  not 
all  godly-wise  men  in  these,  and  the  like  disordered  state  of 
things,  to  have  use  of  Christian  discretion  for  the  putting 
of  difference  between  person  and  person,  notwithstanding 
their  common  church-state,  and  order,  the  wicked  with  the 
godly  in  the  true  church,  and  under  Christ's  ordinances, 
and  the  godly  with  the  wicked  in  the  false  church  under 
the  forgeries  of  antichrist  ?  Otherwise,  our  judgment  will 
he  as  confused  as  is  their  estate.  Neither  is  it  a  more 
difficult  thing,  for  a  spiritual  and  unpartial  eye  to  discern 
a  godly  man  in  a  false  church  where  the  falseness  ariseth 
not  from  the  falsity  of  faith,  but  of  order  and  ordinances, 
than  to  discern  a  wicked  man  in  a  true  church. 

And  this  consideration  had,  may  serve  for  answer  to  the 
chief  part  of  the  objection  :  which  is  also  no  more  in  effect, 
than  hath  been  answered  by  the  authors  of  the  "  Apology," 
before  me,  (page  113)  in  their  defence  against  that  unjust 
accusation  laid  upon  them  by  their  adversaries,  that  they 
affirmed  the  whole  realm  to  be  drowned  in  confusion  with- 
out assurance  of  salvation. 

Their  answer  is,  that  "  There  is  difference  to  be  put  be- 
tween persons  themselves,  and  between  their  actions  or 
estate  otherwise.  The  person  sometimes  is  blessed,  when 
the  action  or  standing  in  another  behalf,  may  be  such  as  is 
subject  to  curse,  &c.  As  on  the  contrary  also,  sometimes 
the  person  is  subject  to  curse,  when  as  yet  the  action  or 
standing  may  be  blessed  in  another  respect."  And  both 
those  parts  of  their  distinction  they  prove  by  sundry  in- 
stances from  the  Scriptures.  Some  whereof  I  will  here 
note  down,  adding  also  some  others  thereunto,  for  the  con- 
firmation of  the  first  head  of  the  distinction,  which  more 
directly  concerns  the  present  question,  which  is  about 
godly  persons  performing  of,  or  standing  in  some  corrupt 
and  cursed  actions  or  estate  otherwise.  Thus  were  Simeon, 
and  Levi,  both  blessed  in  their  persons,  and  cursed  in  their 
outrageous  act  against  the  Shechemites,  Gen.  xlix.  5,  7, 
28  :  thus  were  the  Canaanitish  woman  and  her  daughter, 
both  dogs,  or  whelps,  in  respect  of  their  nation  and  people, 
and  children  of  Abraham  in  their  persons,  ]\latt.  xv.  20 — 28  : 
thus  was  Peter  both  a  faithful  and  beloved  disciple,  in  his 
person,  and  yet  in  his  counsel  to  Christ,  Satan.  i\Iatt.  xvi. 
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16,  17,  23:  thus  were  the  Cormthians  both  unleavened 
and  holy  in  then'  persons,  and  leavened  or  impure  in  the 
lump  of  their  communion  with  the  incestuous  man  uncen- 
sured  amongst  them,  1  Cor.  v.  6,  7  :  as  also  the  same 
Corinthians,  both  spiritual  (thougli  but  babes  in  Chiist), 
and  yet  in  respect  of  their  strife  and  divisions,  not  spiritual 
but  carnal.  1  Cor.  iii.  1,  3.  Where  the  apostle  also  noteth 
out  the  original  cause  of  these  contrarieties  in  and  about 
the  same  persons  :  and  how  it  comes  to  pass,  that  one  and 
the  same  man  doth  works  so  contrary  one  to  another,  and 
so  subject,  in  respect  thereof,  to  two  so  contraiy  estimates 
and  censures.  The  reason  then  is,  because  every  regene- 
rate man,  in  this  life,  hath  in  him  two  men  :  the^old  man, 
not  yet  fully  cast  off;  and  the  new  man,  though  prevailing-, 
yet  not  perfectly  put  on,  and  renewed,  Eph.  iv.  '2'2 — '24.  :  and 
these  two,  elsewhere  called  the  flesh,  and  the  Spirit ;  con- 
trar}^  the  one  to  the  other,  and  lusting  the  one  against  the 
other.  Gal.  v.  17.  And  so  forcible  is  this  lusting  sin  and 
flesh  in  the  best,  as  that,  it  not  only  keeps  them  from 
Imowing  much  truth  which  they  should  knoAv,  and  from 
doing  much  good  which  they  would  do,  and  from  doino- 
that  good  they  do,  as  they  both  should  and  would :  but- 
also  misleadeth  them  into  sundry  aberrations,  and  evils, 
besides  their  falls  into  greater  mischiefs,  at  times,  out  of 
which  they  are  restored  by  particular  repentance,  and 
therein  continueth  them  to  their  dying  day.  TJie  apostle 
professeth  of  liimself  that  he  knoweth  but  in  part,  1  Cor. 
xiii.  1*2,  and  how  small  a  part  of  his  knowledge  is  ours  I 
The  prophet  David  teacheth,  that  no  man  can  understand 
his  errors,  and  so  prays  God  to  cleanse  him  from  his  secret 
sins.  Psa.  xix.  1:3.  And  amongst,  and  above,  thosc^  of  all 
other  kinds,  the  servants  of  God  are  still  endangered  by  the 
errors  and  evils  of  the  times :  whose  corrupt  customs  do  often 
either  dim  their  eyes,  as  a  mist,  or  carry  them  alons^,  as  a 
strong  stream  :  or  otherwise  oppress  them  with  a  tho\isnnd 
tyi-annies.  Examples  of  this  mischief  we  have  too  many 
in  the  Scriptures.  In  Abraham's,  Jacob's,  David's,  and 
many  more  holy  patriarchs,  and  prophets,  taking  at  once 
more  wives  tlian  one,  contrary  to  the  institution  of  mar- 
riage, which  was,  that  "  two''  (and  not  more)  "  should  be 
one   iiesh."  Gen.  ii.   'U  ;  Matt.  xix.  1.     Likewise  in  Asa, 
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Amaziah,  and  Azariah  their  failings,  in  not  taking  away 
the  high  places,  though  the  Holy  Ghost  give  testimony  of 
the  uprightness  of  their  hearts,  and  works  otherwise,  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord.  1  Kings  xv.  14  ;  2  Kings  xiv.  3,  4,  xv. 
3,  4.  Also,  in  many  of  the  church  of  Corinth ;  continu- 
ing their  accustomed  fellowship,  with  their  friends,  and 
kindred,  in  their  superstitious  feastings  in  the  idol  temples, 
in  honour  of  the  idols,  to  which  they  offered.*  1  Cor.  viii. 
10  ;  X.  13,  14,  20,  21  ;  2  Cor.  vi.  14—16.  Lastly,  we  have 
a  plain  proof  of  this  evil  in  the  apostles  themselves,  whom 
the  common  error  of  the  times,  that  t]ie  Messiah  should  be 
a  great,  worldly  prince,  and  exercise  a  temporal  kingdom, 
did  so  possess,  as  that  it  could  not  be  rooted  out  of  them, 
by  all  that  they  had  heard  of  Christ,  and  seen  touching 
him  ;  but  that  it  still  abode  with  them,  till  the  death  of 
Christ,  yea,  some  while  after  his  resurrection.  Matt.  xvi. 
22,  XX.  21  ;  Mark  ix.  34;  Luke  xxiv.  21 ;  Acts  i.  6.  Which 
consideration,  as  it  must  Avork  in  all  the  servants  of  the 
Lord,  a  godly  jealousy  of  the  customs  of  the  times,  that 
they  be  not  captived  in  their  evils  ;  so  must  it  also  teach 
them,  who  by  the  mercy  of  God  have  escaped  them,  much 
moderation  towards  such,  being  otherwise  godly,  as  are  still 
too  much  abused  by  their  craft  or  violence. 

To  apply  this,  then,  to  the  present  purpose.  Consider- 
ing the  many  excellent  truths  taught  in  divers  of  the  as- 
semblies, and  that  with  so  great  fruit  in  the  knowledge, 
zeal,  and  other  personal  graces  of  many  ;  the  constant  suf- 
ferings of  divers  martyrs  for  the  truths  there  professed 
against  that  antichrist  of  Eome ;  the  knowledge  we  had,  of 
ourselves,  in  that  estate;  together  Avith  the  judgment  of 
other  churches  abroad,  touching  the  Church  of  England,  as 
it  is  called,  though  indeed  ignorant  of  her  estate,  save  in 
such  general  heads  of  faith,  wherein  wc  also  assent  unto 
her;  as  also  the  manifold  afflictions  upon,  and  great  of- 
fences, and  those,  many  too  just,  at  such  as  have  made 
separation  from  that  church;  it  is  no  marvel,  that  so  many 
(though  otherwise  learned  and  godly)  by  reason  of  the 
ignorance  and  infirmity  yet  cleaving  to  the  best  overmuch, 
are  abused,  by  the  times,  for  the  succouring  of  antichrist 
in  his  declining  age  ;  for  whose  furtherance,  in  his  rising, 
*  Herodot.  in  Clio. 
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through  the  corruptions  of  times  then  so  many,  howsoever 
otherwise  learned  and  godly,  have,  though  unwittingly,  put 
to  their  hands,  as  all  men,  somidly  minded,  if  but  a  little 
exercised  in  their  writings,  and  the  stories  of  the  times, 
will  confess. 

Now  for  the  second  part  of  the  objection,  touching  the 
idolatrous  practices  of  the  assemblies,  I  do  answer,  that 
every  idolatry  makes  not  an  idolater,  any  more  than  every 
ignorance,  or  otlier  sin  of  ignorance,  an  ignorant  or  wicked 
person.  To  make  an  idolater,  there  is  required  an  ido- 
latrous disposition,  which  we  may  not  la}^  to  their  charge, 
of  whom  we  speak.  Besides,  by  this  ground,  we  should 
challenge  the  reformed  churches  generally  to  be  idolaters  ; 
for  the  most  of  them  use  a  stint  form  of  prayer,  less 
or  more,  though  they  be  not  bound  unto  it:  and  so,  con- 
sequently, should  exclude  them  from  God's  kingdom  ;  for 
no  idolater  hath  any  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
Eph.  iv.  3.  And  if  any  further  object,  that  the  Scriptures 
teach  expressly,  that  they  who  partake  of  the  sins  of  Ba- 
bylon, shall  receive  of  her  plagues  :  and  that  eveiy  man 
worshipping  that  beast,  and  his  image,  and  receiving  his 
mark  in  his  forehead  or  in  his  hand,  shall  drink  of  the 
wine  of  the  \\Tath  of  God,  &c.,  Eev.  xviii.  4;  xiv.  9,  10. 
I  answer,  as  before,  that  that  estate,  and  those  practices 
are,  indeed,  under  that  curse  in  themselves ;  and  further 
also,  that  every  person  so  walking,  as  I  am  persuaded 
every  member  of  the  Church  of  England  doth,  is  under 
that  condemnation  without  repentance  :  which  repentance, 
as  it  must  be  particular  for  sins  known,  so  doth  the  Lord, 
in  mercy,  accept  of  the  general  rej^jentance  of  his  servants, 
for  their  sins  unknown  and  secret,  and  which  they  dis- 
cern not  to  be  such  :  otherwise  no  flesh  could  be  saved. 
Psa.  xix.  1'2.  Lastl}',  as  I  cannot  excuse  them,  nor  they 
themselves,  from  great  sin  in  joining  themselves  Avith  the 
profane  parish  assemblies,  with  which  God  hath  not 
joined  them  ;  and  that  in  the  practice  of  their  supersti- 
tions, especially,  in  such  a  bondage  spiritual  under  the 
prelacy,  as  makes  them  cease  to  be  the  Lord's  free  people, 
and  deprives  them  of  all  power  for  the  reformation  of  pub- 
lic evils,  either  of  persons,  or  things  ;  so  that  being,  as  I 
hope,  but  their   sins   of   infirmity,   and  by  them  unseen, 
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though  we  discern  them,  as  it  may  be,  they  also  discern 
some  evils  in  us,  which  we  see  not  in  ourselves,  they  no 
more  dissolve  the  bond  of  the  Spirit  between  their  and 
our  persons,  than  they  destroy  the  work  of  the  same  Spirit 
in  themselves  :  neither  can  these  their  sins  pollute  me,  if 
by  the  default  of  my  place  or  person  I  leave  no  means 
lawful  unused,  for  their  reformation :  who,  if  they  either 
puqoosely  neglect  to  search  out  the  truth,  or  unfaithfully 
withhold  it  in  unrighteousness,  for  any  fleshly  fear,  or 
other  corrupt  regard,  shall  not,  for  our  more  respective 
judgment  of  them,  or  practice  towards  them,  receive  the 
more  easy  judgment  at  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  in  the  day 
of  the  revelation  of  the  secrets  of  all  hearts. 

Objection  '2. 

As  he  that  hath  hold  of  one  member  of  the  body,  is  not 
separated  from  the  body,  nor  any  part  thereof,  but  hath 
hold  of  the  whole  body  by  the  natural  coherence  of  the 
parts  :  so  he  that  communicates  with  one  member  of  the 
church,  communicates  and  joins  with  the  whole,  and  every 
member  thereof,  by  answerable  coherence  of  the  parts  of 
that  mystical  body. 

Answer. 

In  communicating  with  the  godly,  there,  in  private 
prayer,  and  the  like  exercises,  we  do  not  communicate 
with  them,  as  members  of  the  church,  but  merely  as  Chris- 
tians, private  prayer  being,  as  hath  been  showeil,  no  church 
action  at  all,  nor  performed  either  by  them,  or  us,  by 
virtue  of  any  church-state,  or  membership,  or  with  any 
respect  thereunto  :  but  merely  as  by  persons,  made  par- 
takers, by  the  grace  of  God,  of  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  and 
prayer,  mutually.  Eom.  viii.  13,  20,  27. 

Objection  3. 

If  we  may  thus  communicate  with  them  in  private,  and 
they  with  us,  why  not  also  in  jiublic? 

Ansiver. 

It  followeth  not,  that,  because  I  may  partake  with  godly 
men  in  things  lawful,  and  lawfully  done,  therefore,  in 
things,  unlawful  in  themselves,  as  are  many  things,  or  un- 
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lawfully  done,  as  are  all  things  in  their  public  communion. 
More  particularly.  In  communicating  with  the  godly  in 
public,  even  in  things  good  in  themselves,  I  partake  with 
all  the  profane  parish  also  :  the  minister  being  the  min- 
ister of  the  whole  parish,  and  to  speak  as  the  truth  is, 
the  parish  priest;  and  so  in  his  public  administration, 
offering  up  the  souls  and  bodies,  and  the  prayers  withal 
of  the  parish  church,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  and  therein, 
with  a  few  clean,  many  unclean  beasts,  upon  the  Lord's 
altar:  whereas  the  private  communion  I  intend,  is  re- 
strained to  the  godly  only,  though  wdcked  persons  be  in 
the  place.  Secondly,  w^iereas,  m  private,  I  communicate 
only  wdth  the  persons  and  personal  graces  of  holy  men  ; 
in  public,  I  communicate  with  their  church-state  and 
order,  as  also  with  the  public  ministiy,  and  in,  and  with  it, 
with  the  prelacy,  w-hence  it  is :  of  which  more  hereaftev. 
Neither  yet  may  we  admit  them  into  communion  of  the 
public  ordinances  with  us,  till  they  be  actually  members 
of  a  true  and  lawful  public  body  ecclesiastical,  or  visible 
church.  As  they  are  private  Christian  j^ersons,  so  we  may 
partake  with  them  in  j)i'i^'ate  Christian  duties  ;  but  may 
not  admit  them  to  public  church  connnunion,  though 
never  so  holy  persons,  till  they  have  a  true  and  lawful 
church- state,  and  calUng  thereLuito.  And  here  that  gene- 
ral rule  hath  place,  that  whatsoever  is  done  by  any  person, 
though  both  he  and  it,  in  themselves,  never  so  holy,  with- 
out a  just  calling,  is  sin  unto  him. 

Objection  4. 

But  with  men  uncircumcised,  and  which  might  not  enter 
into  the  temple,  the  Jews  w^ere  forbidden  all  communion 
by  the  law  of  God.  Acts  xi.  '2,  3  ;  xxi.  28. 

Ansicer. 

But  they,  of  whom  w^e  speak,  are  not  imbaj^tized,  but 
such  as,  W'ith  the  outward  baptism,  (the  same  with  our 
own)  though  both  unlawfully  administered,  have,  also,  re- 
ceived the  inw^ard  baptism  of  the  Spirit :  though  they  can- 
not have,  in  that  their  estate,  all  the  right  ends  and  uses  of 
baptism.  Secondly,  I  find  not,  Avhere  the  law  of  God  so 
said  :  but  rather  think  it  may  be  proved,  that  the  circum- 
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cised  Israelites,  coming  out  of  Egypt,  had  communion  in 
the  wilderness,  though  not  in  all  things,  with  the  uncir- 
cumcised,  both  Israelites  and  others.  Exod.  xii.  38 ;  Numb, 
xi.  4.  But  admit  the  law  so  forbade.  It  must  be  con- 
sidered that  the  matter  of  Peter  s  trouble  was,  "his  going 
in  to  men  uncircumcised,  and  eating  with  them,"  and  it 
will  then  appear  that  there  was  a  legal  and  ceremonial 
restraint  and  bondage,  under  which  the  Jewish  church 
was,  as  a  child  in  his  nonage,  from  which  the  church  now, 
as  a  man  of  fuller  age,  is  free.  Gal.  iv.  1 — 4.  And  by  the 
Jews  not  communicating  privately,  or  not  eating  with  any 
uncircumcised  (if  so,  by  the  law,  they  were  forbidden,  and 
that  it  were  not  rather  a  tradition,  as  Calvin  thinketh),  and 
by  their  not  admitting  any  such  into  the  temple,  which  is 
evident,  we  are  taught  not  to  communicate  with,  nor  to 
receive  into  the  church,  any  uncircumcised  in  heart,  so  by 
us  discerned  ;  but  are  not  forbidden  all  private  religious 
communion  with  unbaptized  persons,  if  appearing  holy, 
much  less  to  go  in  and  eat  with  them  ;  no,  nor  yet  to  re- 
ceive such,  neither  into  the  now  temple,  the  church  of 
God,  1  Cor.  X.  27,  into  which  indeed  they  must  be  received 
before  they  can  be  baptized.  And,  for  the  instance,  Acts 
xi.  considering  that  Christ,  at  his  death,  had  "broken  doAvn 
the  partition  wall,  and  in  his  flesh  abolished  the  enmity  of 
the  law  of  commandments,  standing  in  ordinances,"  Eph. 
ii.  14,  15,  and  that  Peter,  by  his  apostolical  commission, 
was  to  "teach  all  nations,"  Matt,  xxviii.  19;  and  how  his 
opposites  had  "  heard  that  the  Gentiles  had  received  the 
word,"  and  therewith  the  Spirit  of  God,  it  could  be  none 
but  they  of  the  circumcision,  that  is,  such  as  being  them- 
selves circumcised,  did  think  there  could  be  no  grace 
without  it,  (with  which  mischief  Satan  laboureth,  always, 
to  possess  the  hearts  of  such  as  enjoy  God's  ordinances, 
as  theirs,  on  the  other  side,  who  enjoy  them  not,  to  under- 
value them,)  who  would  thus  contend,  or  quarrel  with  the 
apostle  of  Christ,  and  the  same,  to  speak  as  the  truth  is, 
manifesting  himself  to  be  too  Jewishly  affected,  foi-  that  his 
practice,  Acts  x.  14  ;  Gal.  ii.  1,  12,14.  And,  methinks, 
by  the  Lord's  charge  unto  Peter,  "not  to  call  that  profane 
which  God  had  purified,"  Acts  x.  15,  and  with  it,  by  Peter's 
testimony  afterwards,  v.  34,  35,  that  "  they  tbat  fear  God 
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and  work  righteousness,  are  accepted  of  God,"  whether 
ch'cumcised  or  not  ckcumcised,  baptized  or  not  baptized, 
■so  there  be  no  contempt  of  God's  ordinances,  but  only- 
human  frailty  hindering,  as  it  was  with  Cornelius,  in  his 
not  being  cncumcised  formerly;  and  so  ought  to  be  ac- 
<?epted  of  his  peo]Dle,  so  far  as  God  accepteth  of  tliem  ; 
and  that,  by  Christ's  example  in  receiving  the  prayers  of, 
and  therein  communicating  with,  the  faithful  centurion, 
though  out  of  the  visible  chm-ch  and  uncircumcised,  Matt, 
viii.  5 — 13,  personally  and  privately,  with  whom  he  would 
not  have  communicated  in  the  temple,  into  which,  for 
order's  sake,  he  might  not  have  been  admitted;  we,  also, 
have  warrant  for  communicating  with  godly  persons, 
privately ;  with  whom,  for  their  disordered  estate  that  way, 
we  can  have  no  lawful  public  commmiion. 

Fifth  Ohjcctioii. 

But  thus  to  acknowledge  any  in  the  assemblies,  for  our 
brethren,  and  2^^"^rtakers  of  the  same  common  grace  and 
faith  with  us,  unto  life,  is  to  confirm  them  m  their  evil 
ways,  and  as  if  we  should  tell  them,  that  to  do  more,  or 
otherwise,  than  they  do,  were  in  vain. 

Answer. 

This  exception  is  unworthy  of  any  godly-wise  man,  who 
hath  learnt  aright,  either  to  worship  God,  or  to  converse 
with  men.  Exce^Dtion  might,  as  justly,  have  been  made 
against  the  ajoostle's  doctrine,  and  j^i'i-ctice,  for  receiving 
and  applying  unto  the  weak  in  things  lawful  for  their 
edification  and  gaining,  and  the  discharge  of  his  own  duty, 
Eom.  xiv.  1  ;  1  Cor.  Lx.  22;  and,  as  justly,  might  men  have 
told  him,  that  he  had  taken  a  course  to  continue  and 
harden  them  in  their  sin  ;  for  that,  their  weakness,  was 
their  sin.  The  equity  of  the  apostle's  doctrine  and  prac- 
tice is  general,  and  directs  all  God's  i:)eople,  at  all  times, 
towards  all  that  are  weak  in  the  faith,  any  manner  of  way;  as 
are  those  that  fear  God  in  the  assemblies,  (how  strong 
soever  otherwise,)  in  respect  of  their  church-state,  and 
ordinances. 

The  same  apostle,  writing  to  the  Corinthians,  whom  he 
was,  in  the  body  of  his  epistle,  to   reprove  for  many  evils 
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amongst  tliem,  doth  in  the  first  place  give  them  their  due, 
with  the  most,  acknowledging  them   "sanctified  in   Christ 
Jesus,  saints  hy  calling,  enriched  with  the  grace  of  God  hy 
Christ  Jesus,  in  all  utterance,  and  in  all  knowledge."  1  Cor. 
i.   2,   4,  5.      The  same  manner  of   proceeding,    also,  the 
apostle  Johnuseth,  heing  directed  by  the  same  good  Spirit, 
towards  the  churches  in  Asia,  upon  the  like  occasion.  Eev. 
ii.  1—3,  12 — 14,    18—20.       And,  as  their  practices  are   (in 
their  common  equity)  our  instructions,   so   doth  both  the 
law  of  love  and  iTile  of  reason  direct  us  the  same  course. 
Wlien  men  see  us  ready  to  take  knowledge,  and  in  ac- 
knowledging of  the  good  things  in  them,  they  will  much 
more  willingly  listen  to  our  just  reproofs   of  their  evils,  as 
deeming  us   equally  and   lovingly   affected  towards  them : 
which  good  things  if,  on  the  contrary,  we  neglect  or  under- 
value in  any  manner  of  way,   they  will,  and  that  justly,  be 
prejudiced  against  us,  as  unequal  and  looking  at  them  only 
with  the  left  eye.     Besides,  there  are  no   arguments  so 
forcible,  either  for  admonition  or  exJiortation,  to  them  that 
have  any  spark  of  grace  in  them,  as  those  which  are  taken 
from  the  mercies  of  God,  whereof  tliey  are  made  partakers. 
Eom.  xii.  1.     Neither  will  any  of  God's   children,  indeed, 
make  that  use,  either  of  the   knowledge  which  themselves 
have,  or  acknowledgement  which  others  make,  of  the  grace 
of    God   in  them,  to  be  emboldened  thereby  to  go  on  in 
evil ;  for  this  were  to  "  turn  the  grace  of  God  into  wanton- 
ness," which  only  the  reprobates^lo,  Jude  4,  no  more  than 
will  a  good   child,  when  he  knows  by  himself,  or  hears  by 
others,  that  his  father  hath  made  sure  his  inheritance  unto 
him,  take,  thereby,  liberty  to  despise  his  commandments, 
and  no  further  to  regard*' him  :  this  were  a  bastardly  prac- 
tice,   and  from   which    a  child   naturally  disposed  would 
abhor. 

To  conclude  then,  this  our  judgment,  and  answerable 
practice,  touching  the  better  sort  in  the  assemblies,  as 
faithful  persons,  and  under  the  assurance  of  salvation,  is 
no  hindrance  to  the  further  manifestation  of  their  faith, 
in  withdraw^ing  their  feet  from  every  evil  way,  and  the 
planting  them  in  the  Lord's  house ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
a  real  exhortation,  and  provocation  of  them  to  keep  safe 
that  their  precious  faith  in  a  good  conscience  in  all  things, 
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as  the  passenger  in  the  ship,  1  Tim.  i.  19  :  and  in  tlie 
obedience  of  all  Christ's  commandments,  to  make  their 
election  more  sm^e  to  themselves,  Matt,  xxviii.  19,  20  ;  2 
Pet.  i.  10,  and  so  to  work  out  their  salvation  with  fear  and 
trembling,  Phil.  ii.  12 ;  always  providing  for  themselves 
the  prophet's  assurance,  which  was,  that  he  should  not  be 
ashamed,  wdien  he  had  respect  to  all  God's  command- 
ments. 'And  this  may  serve,  not  only,  for  an  answer  to 
the  objection,  but  also,  for  an  argument  for  the  thing 
intended. 

Objection  6. 

But  Christ  hath  left  an  order  for  the  reformation  of 
every  brother  falling  into  sin,  Avhich  cannot  be  observed 
towards  any  of  them  whom  we  cannot  therefore  thus 
acknowledge,  and  communicate  with  accordingly.  Matt, 
xviii.  15 — 17. 

Answer. 

This,  indeed,  showeth,  that  they  are  without  the  order 
of  Cliiist  in  his  church,  in  which  they  ought  to  be  ;  but 
doth  not  therefore,  conclude  them  not  to  be  our  brethren, 
or  God's  children,  or  that  there  is  no  bond  of  faith  and 
the  Spirit  between  their  and  our  persons.  And,  by  this 
gromid,  we  should  not  rej^ute  a  godly  person  though  actu- 
ally separated,  our  brother,  nor  keep  private  communion 
with  him  :  nor  any  at  all  with  the  reformed  church,  or 
with  any  their  members ;  who  are  too  much  wanting  in 
this  order.  But,  as  we  may  communicate  with  thousands 
in  England,  as  with  holy  persons,  in  private  exhortations, 
and  admonitions,  so  may  we  also,  in  private  prayer,  though 
in  neither  the  one,  nor  other,  publicly,  as  hath  formerly 
been  showed.  And  this  I,  also,  conceive  to  have  the  force 
of  another  argument  for  the  practice. 

Objection  7. 

The  Lord  Jesus  hath  promised  so  far  to  hear  men's 
prayers,  as  they  agree  together  in  the  things  they  ask : 
which  cimnot  be  between  them  and  us.  seeing  they  ai*e 
to  pray  for  the  j^rosj^erous  estate  of  their  church,  commu- 
nion, government,  and  ministry,  against  which  w^e  both 
pray  and  witness.  Matt,  xviii.  19*! 
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A^iswer. 

There  are  thousands  m  the  assemblies,  who,  whatsoever 
through  human  frailty,  their  practice  he,  pray  for  little 
more,  in  effect,  in  the  Church  of  England,  than  we  do. 
And,  secondly,  though  there  he  between  them  and  us  some 
differences,  yet  may  the  same  be  so  carried  by  Christian 
discretion;  and  modei'ation  mutual,  as  that  our  prayers  be 
not  interrupted.  And  though  we  must  agree  in  the  par- 
ticulars, which  we  expressly  pray  for,  yet  if  we  may  not 
join  in  prayer  with  them,  with  whom  we  have  particular 
differences,  how  shall  we  pray  with  almost  any  the  mem- 
bers of  the  reformed  churches  ?  yea,  what  two  churches, 
or  persons  in  the  same  church,  should  not  at  one  time  or 
other  refuse  prayer  together?  But  divers  inconveniences 
will,  I  doubt  nol,  arise  in  this  practice,  as  there  do  many, 
in  all  our  doings  :  which  we  must,  therefore,  labour  to 
prevent,  or  moderate  by  godly  wisdom,  and  not  abandon 
for  them  things  otherwise  lawful. 

Objection  8. 
If  this  practice  may  be  warranted  with  them,  why  not 
with  sundry    papists   also,    and    much  more,   with  many 
excommunicants   out  of  the    church  for  some  particular 
sin? 

Answer. 

The  faith  of  Eome,  and  so  of  papists,  indeed,  cannot 
by  the  Word  of  God  be  proved  true,  justifying  faith ;  nor 
the  spirit  received  by  that  faith,  the  spirit  of  prayer,  which 
God  hath  promised  to  hear.  But  the  faith  published  in 
the  name  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  professed  by 
many  there,  personally,  is  to  be  esteemed  such  by  the 
Word  of  God.  Neither  are  we  now  come  to  a  diverse  faith, 
but  to  a  diverse  order,  from  that  there  prevailing  :  in  sub- 
mission whereunto  we  think  ourselves  bound  to  make 
further  manifestation  of  our  faith,  than  there  we  did,  or 
could  do.  And  for  excornmimicates,  there  is  this  apparent 
difference,  that,  whereas  we  are  to  apply  ourselves  to  the 
other,  not  yet  come  so  flir,  what  we  may  for  their  further 
provocation  ;  we  are,  on  the  contrary,  to  withdraw  ourselves 
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from  them,  what  we  may  for  their  humbling,  both  in  spiritual 
communion,  and  civil  familiarity  :  their  estate  in  the  one, 
and  other,  putting  a  special  bar  between  them  and  us. 
1  Cor.v.  11. 

Objection  9. 

But  this  will  endanger  the  bringmg  in  of  great  confu- 
sion, when  one  man  will  thus  esteem  of,  and  walk  towards 
one,  a  second  another,  and  a  third  will  be  otherwise 
minded  towards  them  both. 

Answer. 

The  very  same  might  have  been  objected  against  Paul's 
doctrine  of  application  to  the  weak :  and  it  might  have 
been  said;  one  will  judge  this  man  but  weak,  another  that 
man,  but  a  third  neither  of  them,  but  both  obstinate  ;  what 
confusion  will  here  be !  Eom.  xiv.  1  ;  1  Cor.  ix.  22.  So, 
for  our  walking  towards  the  members  of  the  Dutch,  and 
French  churches.  Have  we  not  administered  publicly  to 
some  of  either,  which,  unto  some  others  of  them,  we 
would  not  do  ?  The  same  course  we  hold  in  our  private 
walking.  Yea,  do  we  not  sundry  times  fall  into  the  same 
difficulties  in  our  j)ublic  communion,  being  diversely 
minded  in  tlie  receiving  in,  and  casting  out  of  members  ? 
In  all  which  cases,  we  must  have  use  of  Christian  discre- 
tion in  ourselves,  and  moderation  one  towards  another  : 
and  must  study,  not  only  how  to  effect  that  which  ourselves 
think  best,  but  how,  to  bear  the  contrary,  with  the  least 
offence,  if  it  be  not  intolerable. 

And  thus  much  for  the  objections  against  this  practice  : 
the  reasons  to  justify  it  follow. 

Picasons. 

1.  Arg. — The  former  grounds  being  held,  and  more 
specially,  that  j)rivate  prayer  is  no  church  action,  nor 
done  by  any  church  power,  or  order,  but  merely  personal, 
both  Mr.  Bernard's  argument,  "  that  we  are  taught  by  our 
Saviour  Christ,  to  join  in  prayer,  and  to  say,  '  Our  Father,' 
with  them,  whom  we  judge  the  children  of  God  ;"  as  also 
Mr.  Ames',  that  "we  may  have  visible  communion  with 
them,  whom  we  rightly  discern  to  have  communion  with 
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Christ,"-  are  of  force,  to  wit,  according  to  the  limitations 
and  distinctions  formerly  made.  Matt.  vi.  6 ;  Gal.  iii.  26  ; 
1  John  i.  3. 

2.  Arg. — As  all  commmiion  in  actions  presupposeth  an 
union  of  persons,  so  doth  every  union  of  persons,  neces- 
sarily, draw  with  it  communion  in  works,  as  a  natural 
effect  thereof.  Which,  as  it  is  true  in  Christ  the  head  first, 
with  whose  merits  and  grace  no  man  can  communicate, 
till  hy  faith  he  he  united  to  his  person,  and  with  Avliich  all 
so  united  do  necessarily  partake  ;  so  is  it  in  the  memhers 
mutually,  who  must  first  be  knit  together  hy  that  one  faith, 
and  one  Spirit,  and  so  being  united  must  preserve  the  unity 
and  walk  in  the  communion  thereof.  John  xv.  4,  5  ;  Titus 
i.  8  ;  Philem.  6  ;  Eph.  iv.  3.  We  are  to  walk  in  the  common 
works  of  humanity  with  every  man,  according  to  that  com- 
mon bond  :  in  the  works  of  Idndred,  or  friendship,  as  with 
a  friend,  or  kinsman:  of  common  Christianity,  with  a 
Christian  :  and  so  in  the  works  of  church  communion  with 
the  members  of  the  true  church.  As,  then,  God  hath 
united  us  in  our  persons,  by  faith,  and  the  Spirit,  under 
one  head,  Christ,  with  many  in  the  assemblies,  so  are  we 
also  to  unite  ourselves,  in  the  exercises  of  those  our  personal 
graces,  notAviths landing  the  human  infirmities,  especially 
about  outward  ordinances,  appearing  in  us,  or  them. 

3.  Ai'g. — There  was  between  them  in  the  assemblies, 
who  feared  God,  and  us,  before  our  separation  a  bond  of 
the  Spirit,  and  we  might  lawfully  pray  together  for  lawful 
things,  personally.  And  hath  our  growth  in  the  know- 
ledge, and  obedience  of  the  will  of  God,  dissolved  that 
bond,  they  remaining  the  same  they  were,  and  it  may  be 
growhig,  further  also,  therein?  Surely,  such  is  the  nature, 
and  so  great  the  strength  of  this  bond  of  the  Spirit,  to  them 
who  duly  consider  it,"  with  that  reverence  which  is  meet, 
as  that  many  and  great  infirmities  cannot  break  it.  i^nd 
by  reason  of  it,  and  of  many  other,  so  excellent  things, 
there  to  be  found,  it  deeply  concerneth  us  to  weigh  with 
ourselves,  in  what  respect,  and  how  far,  we  make  our  sepa- 
ration :  that,  as  we  make  not  the  good  things  there,  as 
snares  to  entangle  our  souls  in  the  things  which  are  evil, 
*  Vide  Letters  between  Mr.  Ames  and  Mr.  Robinson,  pp.  85—87, 
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so  that  neither  for  the  e^ils,  unavoidable  in  the  public  or- 
dinances there,  we  throw  away  all  at  a  venture,  as  some  ill- 
advised  do.  And  if  two  godly  persons  of  them  may  law- 
fully pray  together,  privately,  for  lawful  things,  why  not 
w^e  with  either,  or  both  of  them  ?  Do  we  lose  any  lawful 
liberty  in  a  common  Christian  duty,  by  breaking  of  our 
unlawful  course,  and  standing  ?  If  not,  then  neither  can 
this  course  be  justly  reproved,  neither  should  we  debar 
ourselves  of  our  Christian  liberty  herein.  Gal.  v.  1. 

4.  Arg. — As  w^e  are  not,  for  infirmities  and  corruptions, 
to  refuse  the  fellow^ship  of  a  true  Chi'istian  church  in 
things  lawful,  but,  by  all  good  means,  to  endeavour  her 
reformation,  whilst  there  is  any  hope  :  so,  neither,  are  we 
to  refuse  the  fellowship  of  a  true  Christian  person,  so  ap- 
pearing, in  things  lawful,  for  his  infirmities  and  corrup- 
tions, especially,  till  he  ajDpear  unto  us  obstinate  and  irre- 
coverable therein. 

5.  Arg. — Lastly,  To  repute  them  holy  persons,  and  j)ar- 
takers  of  the  same  precious  faith  with  ourselves,  as  I  have 
showed  you  before,  we  have  always  done,  notwithstanding 
their  church  state,  and  yet,  not  to  join  with  them  in  the 
personal  works  of  faith,  no  extraordinary  bar  coming  be- 
tween, seemeth  a  denial  of  that  in  deed,  which  in  word  is 
professed :  and  all  one,  if  not  worse,  as  if  one  man  should 
profess  of  another,  that  he  held  him  his  special  friend, 
but  would  neither  j^erform  to  him,  nor  receive  from  him, 
any  duty  of  sj)ecial  friendshi}^  :  or,  that  he  deemed  him  a 
veiy  honest  man,  but  yet  would  neither  trust  him,  nor 
have  otherwise  to  deal  with  him,  for  a  farthing. 

For  conclusion  then  let  us  follow  the  counsel  of  the 
apostle,  to  proceed  by  one  rule,  whereunto  we  are  come, 
Phil.  iii.  16  :  under  hope  that  God  will  further  reveal  the 
truth  in  those  particulars  unto  them,  who  are  otherwise 
minded :  as  also  following  his  example,  in  becoming  all  to 
all  in  the  things  which  are  laY^-ful.  Phil.  iii.  16.  And  above 
all  things  let  love  abound  in  us,  which  will  teach  us, 
as  many  other  good  lessons,  so  this  amongst  the  rest,  not 
to  cover  the  good  graces  of  God,  in  men,  under  their 
infirmities,  but  contrariwise,  their  infirmities,  under  the 
graces  of  God's  Spirit  in  them.     Prov.  x.  V2 ;  1  Pet.  iv.  8. 

But  lest  this  practice,  and  the  grounds  thereof  be  fm^ther 
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strained,  than  I  intend,  or  than  it  will  reach,  I  think  it 
here  meet  to  add  a  few  things,  for  the  just  and  lawful 
bounding  of  it. 


CHAPTER  II. 

OF  PUBLIC  COMMUNION. 

As  we  are,  then,  to  join  ourselves  with  them,  wherein 
God  hath  joined  us ;  so  are  we,  wherein  he  severe th  us,  to 
sequester  and  sever  ourselves.  And  this  I  verily  believe 
he  doth,  in  their  and  our  church  communion,  service, 
order  of  government,  ministry,  and  ministrations.  If  the 
parish  assemblies,  gathered  by  compulsion,  of  all  the 
parishioners  promiscuously ;  the  provincial,  diocesan,  and 
lordly  government ;  the  ministry  thence  derived,  with  the 
service-book,  and  administrations  accordingly,  be  of  God  ; 
then  is  our  fellowship,  only  of  persons  sanctified,  at  least 
outwardly,  joining  themselves  by  voluntary  profession 
under  the  government  and  ministry  of  an  eldership  ; 
conceiving  prayers  and  thanksgivings,  according  to  the 
churches'  present  occasions,  by  the  teachings  of  the  Spirit, 
and  so  administering  the  sacraments  according  to  the  sim- 
plicity of  the  gospel,  not  of  God,  nor  from  heaven.  If  on 
the  contrary,  ours  be  of  God,  and  of  his  Christ  ;  then  is 
theirs  of  antichrist,  God's  and  Christ's  adversary.  Either 
the  one  or  other  are  plantings  which  God  hath  not  planted, 
and  shall  be  rooted  up.  We  will  briefly  consider  of  the 
particulars. 

And  first,  the  word,  "  kahal,"  in  Hebrew;  in  Greek, 
"ecclcsia;"  in  English,  "church;"  signifieth,  a  company 
of  2^eople  called  out ;  and  that  in  respect  both  of  the  voice 
or  will  of  the  caller,  and  obedience  of  the  called :  and  so, 
restrained  to  religious  use,  signifieth  a  company  of  people 
called,  and  come  out  of  the  state  of  nature,  into  the  state 
of  grace ;  out  of  the  world,  into  the  kingdom  of  Christ. 
Who  are  therefore  entitled,  "  saints  "  by  calling,  and 
"  sanctified,"  or  separated,  "  in  Christ  Jesus  :"  the  temple, 
"house,"  and  "household  of  God,"  and  "kingdom  of 
heaven,"  and  "of  God."  1  Cor.  i.  2;  Eph.  ii.  19 — 21; 
1    Tim.   iii.    15;  Matt.   xiii.   24;  xxi.   43;  Acts  i.  3.     And 
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since  the  church  is  neither  a  natural,  nor  a  civil,  but 
a  spiritual  state,  it  must  not  be  gathered,  nor  consist,  of 
natural,  or  civil,  or  other  than  spiritual  persons.  And  this 
will  yet  better  appear,  if  we  consider  it,  as  the  Scriptures 
direct  us,  as  the  body  of  Christ,  under  him  the  head ;  unto 
which  therefore  it  must  be  conformable  in  every  part,  by 
the  indwelling  of  his  Spirit,  effectually  working  in  the 
measure  thereof.     Eph.  i.  22,  23;  iv.  15,  16;  Col.  i.  24. 

2ndly,  Unto  the  true  church,  appertain  the  covenant 
and  promises,  the  ministr}%  sacraments,  and  services  of 
God,  with  all  the  holy  things  of  God  and  of  Christ,  Eom. 
ix.  4  ;  1  Cor.  iii.  21,  22  :  which  must,  therefore,  be  gathered, 
and  consist  of  such  persons,  as  unto  which,  these  things 
belong  in  communion,  and  by  common  right.  And  both 
the  Scriptures,  and  common  reason  teach,  that  whom- 
soever the  Lord  doth  call,  and  use  to  and  in  any  special 
work,  and  employment,  he  doth,  in  a  special  manner, 
separate  and  sanctify  them  thereunto.  And  so  the  church, 
being  to  be  employed  in  the  special  service  of  God,  to  the 
glory  of  his  special  love,  and  mercy  in  their  happiness, 
and  to  show  forth  his  virtues,  must  be  of  such  persons,  as 
by,  and  in  whom,  he  will,  and  may  thus  be  worshipped, 
and  glorified:  and  as  are  by  him,  both  in  their  persons, 
and  fellowship,  separated  and  sanctified  thereunto. 

But  here,  the  authors  of  a  certain  treatise  published 
against  M.  de  Lescluse,-  charge  him  with  much  falsehood, 
for  affirming  all  true  churches  from  the  beginning  of  the 

*  "The  Shickl  of  Defence,  T^Titteii  against  Master  De  Leluse,  in 
defence  of  Master  Erightman,  1012."  SupiDosed  to  be  ^Titten  by 
Cliristoplier  Lawne  and  his  iDarty.  De  Leluse' s  name  is  thus  variously 
^\Tittcn  by  difierent  authors.  Do  Cluse,  De  les  Cluse,  Cluse,  De  fa 
Cluse.  lie  belonged  to  the  French  church  at  Amsterdam,  but  be- 
came a  Separatist  from  that  church  on  account  of  its  "known  evils," 
and  held  the  office  of  elder  in  the  church,  over  which  Plenry  Ains- 
worth  was  pastor.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Ains^vorth,  the  chm-ch  di- 
vided; one  portion  chose  M.  de  Lescluse  as  their  pastor,  and  the 
other  Mr.  Canne.  The  title  of  de  Lesclusc's  Avork  is  not  l-cnown.  He 
translated  Henry  Ainsworth's  treatise  on  "  Communion  of  Saints" 
into  French,  and  thus  subscribed — "Translate  d'Anglois  en  Fran- 
cois, par  Jean  de  Lescluse." 

Vide  "  A  Defence  of  Chmx-li  Government,  &c.,"  by  John  Pa2:et, 
1641.  And  Hanbury's  "  Historical  Memorials,"  vol.  i.  p.  260,  337* 
616,  and  vol.  ii.  p.  59. 
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world,  to  have  been  established  by  this  separation,  which 
we,  whom  they  call  Brownists,  as  the  Church  of  England 
calls  them  Puritans,  do  desire.  And  for  this  they  desire  it 
may  be  showed,  how  the  church  of  God  before  the  flood 
was  gathered  by  such  a  separation,  to  wit,  of  the  godly, 
from  the  profane  ;  for  this  is  the  separation  we  desire. 
And  know  they  not,  that  God,  in  establishing  the  first 
church  of  the  gospel,  "  put  enmity,"  which  is  more  than 
separation,  "  between  the  seed  of  the  woman,  Christ  and  the 
faithful  in  him  :  and  the  seed  of  the  ser]^)ent,  Satan,  and 
the  wicked  with  him  their  father,"  Gen.  iii.  15  ;  iv.  12,  16  ; 
John  viii.  44 ;  which  separation  also  stood  so  firm,  as  the 
sons  of  God  might  not  so  much  as  take  them  wives  of  the 
daughters  of  men.  Gen.  vi.  2 — 5.  Or  if  these  men  will 
have  maiTiage,  as  by  their  practice  they  make  it,  a  church 
action,  then  they  see  an  express  separation  for  church  com- 
munion before  the  flood. 

And  where  they  further  allege  that  the  Dutch  and 
French  churches  whicli  we  acknowledge  for  true  churches, 
were  not  established  by  such  a  separation,  as  we  make, 
they  accuse  them  unjustly,  to  excuse  themselves. 

They  were,  at  the  first,  established  of  a  sanctified  people, 
by  voluntaiy  profession  separating  themselves  into  par- 
ticular churches  from  the  profane  multitudes  in  the  places 
and  parishes  where  they  lived,  and  that  with  great  persecu- 
tion :  and  so  do  still  continue  a  separated  people,  though, 
through  continuance  of  time  and  peace,  they,  as  all  other 
churches  use  to  do,  have  lost  of  their  first  purity  and  zeal. 
Were  or  are  any  compelled  into  them  by  penal  laws  ?  Or 
do  they  consist  of  all  the  parish  inhabitants,  as  the  English 
parishional  churches  were,  and  do?  Doth  not  M.  de  Les- 
cluse  and  we  all  and  these  men  themselves  know,  that  scarce 
one  of  ten  in  the  parish,  is  of  the  church  in  the  whole 
country  throughout?  How  do  they  then  reproach  the 
churches  of  God,  (contrary  to  their  own,  and  all  men's 
knowledge,)  as  not  being  a  separated  people  from  theprofiane 
multitude  ?  The  thing  is,  they  would  by  casting  dirt  and 
mire  in  other  men's  faces,  make  their  o^^ll  seem  the  fairer. 

That  the  Dutch  and  Fi-ench  churches  condemn  our 
separation,  or  schism,  is  neither  to  the  purpose  nor  true  ; 
neither  can  they  name  one  church  that  ever  passed  any 
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such  censure  upon  us ;  neither  hath  any  one  learned  and 
godly  man  amongst  them  (to  my  knowledge)  ever  gone  about 
to  refute  our  practice  or  confession,  though  published  both  in 
Dutch  and  Latin  unto  them ;  which,  notwithstanding,  they 
have  done  in  their  public  waitings  generally,  against  such 
heretics  and  schismatics  as  have  been  amongst  them.  It 
is  more  both  pertinent  and  true,  that  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, for  which  these  men  plead,  condemns  them,  her 
proctors,  as  schismatics,  and  excommunicates  for  then' 
wicked  errors. 

If  Mr.  Johnson  confess,  as  they  tell  us,  the  Church  of 
England  a  true  church,  he  must  be  able  to  prove  it  estab- 
lished by  separation,  and  a  separated  body  in  the  constitu- 
tion. He,  with  the  rest,  has  formerly  defined  "a  true 
visible  church,  a  company  of  people  called,  and  separated 
from  the  world  by  the  Word  of  God,"  &c.,  and  proved  the 
same  by  many  scriptures.'<^ 

And  to  conceive  of  a  church,  which  is  the  body  of 
Christ  and  household  of  God,  not  separated  from  the  pro- 
fane world,  which  lieth  in  wickedness,  is  to  confound 
heaven  and  earth,  and  to  agree  Christ  with  BeUal,  1  John 
V.  19  ;  and  in  truth,  the  most  profane -and  dangerous  error 
which,  this  day,  prevails  amongst  them  that  fear  God;  and 
by  which  Christianity  is  more  exposed  to  the  contempt  of 
Turks  and  Jews,  than  by  any  other  evil. 

But  here  a  defence,  by  many  made  and  much  set  by, 
must  be  considered  of;  which  is,  That  the  wicked  and  pro- 
fane in  the  parishes,  though  frequenting  the  same  place  with 
the  rest,  are  not  of  the  church;  but  only  they  v/ho  fear 
God,  and  make  conscience  of  their  ways. 

If  they  said  no  other  should  be  of  the  chiu'ch,  though 
coming  into  the  same  place,  it  were  true  ;  but  to  argue 
from  that  which  should  be,  to  that  which  is,  when  that  is 
not  which  should  be,  is  unsound  and  presumptuous ;  as  is 
that  indeed  of  all  other  defences,  most  frivolous.  Thus 
might  the  Cormthians  have  answered  Paul,  that  the  incest- 
uous man  was  not  of  the  church,  though  he  frequented 
the  same  place  with  them.  1  Cor.  v.  1—0.  And  if  this 
defence  were  good,  the  greatest  part  of  the  ministers  of 
the  chmxh  should  not  be  of  the  chm-ch ;  for  the  greatest 
*  Confess,  of  Faitli,  Apol.  Posit.  3,  Art.  17. 
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part,  from  the  prelate  to  the  paritour,*  are  (God  knoweth) 
hToUgious  and  unconscionable  persons.  For  conclusion, 
then,  we  all  know  that  the  ministers,  parsons,  vicars,  or 
curates,  are  appointed,  and  so  called,  the  parish  priests, 
and  are  accordingly  to  minister ;  offering  up  the  parish 
prayers  and  sacrifices,  and  of  the  parishes  to  receive  tithes 
and  offerings,  as  their  duties ;  to  marry,  church  after 
child-birth,  baptize,  and  bury,  all  that  are  married,  deliver- 
ed of  child,  born,  and  do  die  in  their  parishes  ;  and  so  to 
give  the  Lord's  Supper  to  every  one  of  them  at  sixteen 
years  old.  If  it  be  said  the  minister  may  suspend,  and  so 
procure,  if  they  reform  not,  the  excommunication  of  all 
unworthy  persons ;  admit  it ;  and  even  this  proves  the 
whole  parish,  yea,  the  most  wicked  with  the  rest,  to  be  the 
church.  For,  otherwise,  what  needed  they  to  be  suspend- 
ed? or,  how  could  they  be  excommunicated,  since  the 
church  is  not  to  judge  them  which  are  without,  but  them 
which  are  within  ? 

Let  all  them,  then,  that  fear  God,  know  and  consider,, 
that  when  they  come  to  worship  in  the  parish  assemblies, 
they  join  themselves  where  God  hath  not  joined  them,  and 
acknowledge  that  society  for  the  true  church  of  God  and 
communion  of  saints,  which  he  hath  not  sanctified  for 
that  purpose  ;  that  they  offer  their  solemn  sacrifices  out 
of  the  true  temple,  made  of  lively  stones,  1  Pet.  ii.  5  ; 
Deut.  xii.  5 — 7,  where  alone  they  should  present  them  ; 
that  in  eating  of  one  bread,  they  make  themselves  one 
body  with  them,  1  Cor.  x.  17,  and  them  members  of 
Christ,  who  are,  for  the  present,  apparent  limbs  of  Satan; 
and  that,  in  saying  "Our  Father"  with  them,  they  acknow- 
ledge them  for  the  children  of  God,  who,  in  the  persua- 
sion of  their  own  consciences,  are  of  their  father,  the  devil, 
and  do  his  lusts.  John  viii.  44.. 

And,  which  is  most  of  all  to  be  observed,  and  wherein 
those  parish  assemblies  do  differ  from  all  true  churches  in 
the  world,  this  mischief  is  not  casual,  and  falling  in  by 
occasion,  but  of  the  very  first  frame  and  constitution  ;  into 
which  false  brethren  and  wicked  men  have  not  crept 
privily,  as  into  the  churches  of  God  of  old,  and  of  late 
also,  but  have  been,  and  are,  by  bodily  punishments,  pub- 
*  Apparitor — an  inferior  officer  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Court. 
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licly  and  openly  into  them  constrained,  and  in  them  con- 
tinued. Gal.  ii.  4  ;  Jude  4.  Neither,  in  this  confusion,  did 
the  wicked  intrude  and  thrust  themselves  into  the  fellow- 
ship of  holy  assemhlies,  as  in  true  chmxhes  is  too  com- 
monly to  be  seen ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  godly,  few  as 
they  were  and  yet  are  in  comparison,  did  unite  and  mingle 
themselves  (after  their  dispersion  in  popery)  in  and  into 
the  profane  parishes,  where  their  outward  estates  and 
occasions  loij.  And,  secondly,  Whereas  the  true  churches 
of  Christ  enjoy  his  presence  and  power,  for  the  purging 
out  of  persons  appearing  ungodly  and  incorrigible,  Matt. 
xviii.  17  ;  1  Cor.  v.  4,  5  ;  Heb.  xii.  15  ;  GaL  y.  12  ;  2  Thess. 
iii.  14;  these  parishional  assemblies  want  not  only  all 
such  power,  in  them  or  their  ministers,  which  the  prelates 
and  their  substitutes  have  seized  into  their  hands,  and  for 
the  stablishiug  of  whose  state,  and  advantage  of  whose 
honour  and  profit  it  is  to  have  them  no  better,  but  even 
all  possibility  of  reformation,  except  they  cease  to  be 
gathered  by  their  parish  perambulation,  as  they  are,  instead 
of  holy,  voluntary,  and  personal  profession  of  laith,  and 
confession  of  sins,  as  they  should  be. 

Now  touching  their  solemn,  and  set  book-sendee,  thus 
much.  Since  the  Lord  hath  nowhere  commanded,  or  re- 
quired in  his  Word,  which  is  the  only  rule  for  his  worship, 
any  human,  and  apocryphal  writings  to  be  used  in  his 
church  to  worship  him  by,  much  less  to  be  read,  by  stint, 
for  prayer,  it  is  unlawful  for  any  of  God's  servants  to  sub- 
mit unto  any  such  voluntary  religion,  through  humbleness 
of  mind,  or  for  any  other  cause,  Col.  ii.  23  :  or  to  partake 
in  the  holy  things  of  God  by  it  administered  :  lest  they 
■worship  in  vain,  and  God  reprove  them,  saying,  "  ^Yllo  hath 
required  these  things  at  your  hands?"  Matt.  xv.  9. 

But  they  tell  us,  that  Christ  hath  taught  his  disciples 
when  they  prayed,  to  say,  *'  Our  Father,"  &:c.  True,  but  I 
deny  it  to  be  Christ's  moaning  to  bind  them  to  these  very 
words  :  as  the  ministers  are  bomid  to  say  their  "  Certain." 
Tor  neither  do  the  two  evangelists  use  the  very  same  words  : 
neither,  if  that  were  Christ's  meaning,  were  it  lawful  to  use 
any  other  form  of  words. 

For  he  saith,  ''  When  you  pray,"  that  is,  whensoever  vou 
pray,  "  say,"  S^c,  Luke  xi.  2 :  and  he  who  prays  not,  as  Christ 
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there  teacheth,  offers  strange  fire  before  the  Lord.  He, 
then,  there  teacheth  to  pray  without  hypocrisy  and  vain 
babbling,  and  with  faith,  and  perseverance :  though  I  doubt 
not,  but  these  words  also,  being  applied  to  present  occa- 
sions, and  without  opinion  of  necessity,  may  be  used.  But 
admit  Christ's  meaning  were  to  tie  his  disciples  to  a  form 
of  words  :  will  the  bishops,  therefore,  presume  to  impose 
iipon  men,  another  form  of  words,  and  so  another  foim, 
and  manner  of  worship  ?  wdiich,  if  Christ  tied  his  disciples 
to  worship  him  by  a  certain  form  of  words,  they  appoint- 
ing another  form  of  words  for  his  worship,  they  undeniably 
do.  Will  they  thus  walk  cheek  by  jowl  with  Christ  in  his 
house,  and  set  up  "  tlieir  thresholds  by  God's,"  Ezek.  xliii. 
8,  and  appoint  a  new  manner  of  worshipping  God,  and  so 
a  new  will  of  God,  as  indeed  they  do  ? 

M.deLescluse's  forenamed  adversaries  demand,  touching 
a  prayer  of  his  in  the  end  of  his  book,  whether  any  of  his 
flock  in  reading  of  that  his  prayer,  may  lift  up  their  heart, 
and  say  Amen  to  his  j^etition.  If  not,  then,  say  they,  It  is 
a  sorry  prayer,  &c. :  if  they  may,  then  according  to  our 
doctrine,  he  sets  up  a  golden  calf,  or  erects  an  idol,  by 
setting  down  this  form  of  prayer  :  and  they,  which  in  the 
reading  of  it,  lift  up  their  hearts  in  prayer  to  desire  the 
same  thing,  commit  idolatry.^- 

Nothing  is  absolutely,  or  in  itself,  an  idol :  but  in  rela- 
tion to,  and  respect  of  the  end,  to  which  it  is  appointed 
and  used.  And  we  do,  therefore,  repute  the  service-book 
an  idol,  because  it  is,  and  is  appointed  to  be  read  by  the 
minister,  for  his,  and  the  church's  prayers.  But  wdiat  pro- 
portionable to  this  hath  M.  de  Lescluse's  prayer  ?  Is  it  ap- 
pointed by  him  to  this  end,  or  by  the  church  witli  him  so 
used  ?  It  is  published  by  him  for  the  manifestation  mito 
others  of  his  desire,  that  they  by  reading  the  same  pri- 
vately, might  be  admonished  of,  and  j^rovoked  unto  their 
duty.  It  is  his  prayer,  but  their  instruction,  and  provoca- 
tion: and  so  by  them  to  be  read,  and  used.  And  for  the 
inward  lifting  up  of  the  heart,  is  nothing  to  the  question  in 
hand ;  which  is  about  the  outward  exercise,  and  manifesta- 
tion of  prayer.  A  man  in  reading,  or  hearing  read,  Pauls 
Epistles  :  or  in  singing,  or  hearing  sung,  David  s  Psalms, 
*  A  Shield  of  Defence,  Sec,  pp.  38,  39. 
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or  in  opening,  or  hearing  opened  those,  or  any  other  scrip- 
tures in  the  church,  may  say,  '•'  Amen,"  to  any  tiTith,  or 
desire  in  his  heart  that  the  good  things  in  them  contained 
may  be  accomplished,  and  come  to  pass.  Are  therefore 
these  scriptures  and  sermons  the  prayers  of  the  church  ? 
or,  which  is  the  very  point,  is  the  reading,  singing,  preach- 
ing, and  hearing  of  them  the  church's  exercise  of  prayer,  or 
praying  ?  We  doubt  not  but  it  is  lawful  to  read  privately  the 
prayers,  or  sermons  of  any  godly  men  that  come  to  our 
hands  for  instruction,  and  provocation  in  and  unto  any 
good  duty,  and  to  have  the  heart  therewith  aifected  ac- 
cordingly :  but  to  conclude,  that  therefore  it  is  lawful  to 
bring  the  same  into  the  church,  and  to  read  them  publicly 
for  that  end,  and,  which  is  more,  that  the  so  reading  of 
them  is  the  preaching,  and  praying  which  the  ministers  of 
Christ  are  to  give  themselves  unto.  Acts  vi.  4  :  and  for 
their  furnishing  whereunto,  he  giveth  them  the  special 
gifts  of  his  Spirit,  1  Cor.  xii.  4,  7,  8  ;  is  to  make  ropes  of 
sand  :  both  will  hold  alike,  and  are  indeed  alike  childish. 
But  let  us  a  little  fm-ther  weigh  their  words.  They  call  it 
De  Lescluse's  prayer,  because  he  penned  it :  acknowledging 
therein,  that  their  church  service  is  the  praj^ers  of  tlie 
bishop  or  chaplain  that  penned  them  :  and  the  manifesta- 
tion of  the  Spirit  given  to  him,  that  is  dead,  and  rotten. 
Whereas  the  ministers  of  Christ  have  received  their  joroj^er 
measure  of  the  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  to  profit  withal: 
by  which  their  infirmities  are  holpen,  and  they  taught  to 
pray,  as  they  ought,  and  as  are  the  church's  necessities, 
and  occasions.    1  Cor.  xii.  7  ;  Eom.  viii.  28. 

They  further  call  this  "the  reading  of  De  Lescluse's 
prayer:"  and  therein  confess  their  church's  praying  to  be 
reading.  And  is  reading  praying  ?  or  are  not  these  two 
distinct  exercises,  and  for  divers  ends  ?  Do  men  read  to 
God,  which  if  to  read  be  to  pray,  they  must  do  '?  In  pray- 
ing, we  pour  matter  out  of  the  heart :  but  in  reading  we 
receive  matter  in  :  as  common  reason  teacheth.  How 
ignorant  then  or  obstinate  soever  men  are  in  their  cus- 
toms, and  traditions  received  /rom  their  ancestors,  their 
set  service  read  for  prayer  is  but  a  human  device  for 
God's  worship  (and  that  unreasonable  also  :)  and  so  an  idol 
and   against  the  second  commandment ;  with  which  no 
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fellowship  is  to  be  had.  Which  whilst  these  men,  and 
others  will  not  learn  of  God,  by  us,  whose  persons  they 
despise,  but  will  still  plead  for  it,  as  they  do  ;  most  justly 
do  they  provoke  God  to  punish  them,  and  their  fellows  by 
it,  as  he  doth.  It  is  just,  that  whilst  one  kindleth,  and  an- 
other bloweth,  and  a  third  offereth  this  strange  fire,  they 
should  together  be  scorched  with  the  flame  of  it. 

It  now  remains,  I  add  a  few  things  touching  the  govern- 
ment ecclesiastical,  and  ministry.  But  for  that  it  be- 
cometh  all  honest,  and  modest  men  to  be  more  forward 
in  defending  their  own,  than  in  reproving  other  men's 
doings  ;  and  that  many  loud  clamours  of  Anabaptistry,  and 
popularity  are  raised  against  our  government,  I  think  it 
meet,  briefly,  to  insert  a  few  things  touching  our  profes- 
sion, and  practice  therein. 

The  government  of  the  church,  then,  as  it  is  taken  most 
strictly  for  the  outward  ordering,  directing,  and  guidance 
of  the  same  church  in  her  affairs,  (for  in  a  more  general 
sense  the  whole  administration  of  Christ's  kingdom  by 
himself,  or  others,  inwardly,  or  outwardly,  publicly,  or  pri- 
vately, may  be  comprehended  under  the  government  of  the 
chm-ch,)  we  place  in  the  bishops,  or  elders  thereof,  called 
by  Christ,  and  the  church  to  feed,  that  is  to  teach,  and 
rule  the  same.  Acts  xx.  17,  20  ;  1  Tim.  v.  17.  Which  their 
government,  and  the  nature  thereof,  I  will  plainly  lay 
down  in  such  particulars,  as  wherein  the  j^eople's  liberty 
is  greatest:  which  are  reduced  to  these  three  heads:  1. 
Exercise  of  prophesying  :  2.  Choice  of  officers  :  and  3. 
Censuring  of  oifenders. 

And  1.  For  tlie  exercise  of  prophesying;  wherein  men, 
though  not  in  office,  have  liberty  to  move,  and  2:>ropound 
their  questions,  and  doubts  for  satisfaction,  as  also  having 
received  a  gift,  to  administer  the  same,  unto  edification, 
exhortation,  and  comfort.  As  then  Paul,  and  Barnabas 
coming  into  the  synagogue  of  the  Jews,  where  they  were 
no  officers,  the  rulers  of  the  synagogue  sent  unto  them 
after  the  lecture  of  the  law,  if  they  had  any  word  of  ex- 
hortation to  the  people,  to  say  on,  Luke  ii.  46  ;  Kom.  xii.  6 ; 
1  Pet.  iv.  10;  1  Cor.  xiv.  ;  Acts  xiii.  14,  15  (which  order 
the  Jews  also  obseiwe  in  their  synagogues  at  this  day) :  so 
with  us,  the  oflicers  after  their  ordinary  teaching,  signify, 
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and  exhort  unto  the  use  of,  the  like  liberty,  in  that,  and 
the  other  particulars  formerly  named  :  and  so,  as  there  is 
occasion,  open  and  explain  things  obscure  and  doubtful : 
reprove  things  unsound  and  impertinent :  and  so  order, 
moderate,  and  determine  the  whole  exercise  by  the  Word 
of  God.  And  in  this  I  suppose  it  appears  to  all  men,  that 
the  officers  govern. 

For  the  choice  of  officers,  we  do  take  for  our  directions 
the  practices  of  the  apostles,  and  apostolical  church.  Acts 
i.  and  vi.  and  xiv.,  grounded  upon  a  perpetual  equit}',  that 
men  should  choose  them  under  Christ,  unto  whose  faith- 
fuhiess,  under  the  same  Christ,  and  by  his  appointment, 
they  are  to  commit  themselves,  and  their  souls  :  and  them, 
as  Christ's,  and  their  servants  to  maintain  :  in  any  one  of 
which  examples,  the  conscience  of  a  godly  man  is  better 
established,  than  in  all  the  canons  of  popes,  or  prelates,  or 
other  devices  of  politic  men  whatsoever,  departing  from 
the  apostolical  simplicity.  I  will  instance  in  one  example 
wdiere  this  point  is  most  largely  and  clearly  set  down  ; 
unto  which  therefore  the  rest  must  be  referred,  and  by  it 
other  places,  handling  the  same  matter  more  briefly, 
explained,  and  opened.  We  do  read,  xA.cts  vi.,  how  the 
apostles  call  together  the  multitude ;  show  them  the  neces- 
sity of  chooshig  deacons,  what  their  work  is,  and  how  they 
must  be  qualified,  and  how  many  they  would  have  chosen: 
whom,  being  chosen  accordingly,  by  the  multitude,  they 
ordain  ;  sanctifying  the  whole  action  with  prayer.  Where 
it  is  evident,  that  though  the  calling  did  chiefly  depend 
upon  the  multitude,  yet  did  the  government  of  the  whole 
action  lie  upon  the  officers.  Conformable  whereunto  is 
our  practice,  so  near  as  we  can,  upon  the  like  occasion. 

Lastly,  for  our  direction  in  the  public  use  of  the  cen- 
sures, we  propomid  to  ourselves  the  rule  of  Christ,  Matt, 
xviii.  1 7,  touching  sins  private  in  themselves,  but  to  be 
made  public  by  the  sinner's  refusing  to  hear  admonition : 
and  with  it,  the  practice  thereof  by  the  doctrine  of  his 
apostle,  i  Cor.  v.,  about  a  sin  of  public  natm-e.  For  the 
not  censuring  whereof  he  sharply  reproveth  the  chm'ch  ; 
vehemently  exhorting  them,  that  being  ''  come  together 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,"  they  would  "  by  his 
power,"  for  the  use  whereof  he  shows  his  judgment,  for 
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his  part  severally,  and  promiseth  his  joint  assent  in  their 
public  assembly,  excommunicate  the  offender.  For  neither 
could  the  apostle  being  but  one,  be  the  church,  or  congre- 
gation, which  consists  of  two  or  three,  that  is  a  company, 
though  never  so  small,  gathered  together  in  Christ's  name, 
as  he  expounds  himself,  Matt,  xviii.  20  :  neither  did  he 
seize  into  his  own  hands  the  liberty  of  the  Corinthians,  for 
their  neglecting  it ;  as  oppressors  use  to  deal  with  their 
tenants  and  debtors,  taking  the  advantages  of  forfeitures 
against  them :  neither  indeed  could  the  apostle  with  any 
equity  or  justice  proceed  to  any  censure  against  the  of- 
fender, he  not  being  before  sufficiently  convinced  of  and 
rebuked  for  his  sin,  as  he  should  have  been.  1  Tim.  v.  20. 

Answerable  to  the  course  by  Christ  and  the  apostle  there 
directed,  and  by  the  Corinthians  observed,  as  appeareth, 
2  Cor.  ii.  6,  we  desire  our  practice  may  be.  In  which, 
sins  scandalous,  if  in  themselves  of  public  nature,  are 
brought  to  the  church  b}^  one  of  the  officers  :  or,  if  j)rivate, 
and  to  be  made  public  by  the  sinner's  impenitence,  by  the 
brother  offended,  and  his  witnesses,  at  the  officer's  appoint- 
ment. Where  the  sin,  being  manifested,  and  for  fact  or- 
derly proved  against  the  offender,  is  by  the  elders  con- 
demned, and  rebuked  by  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  sinner 
exliorted  to  repentance,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  sin. 
In  which  conviction,  and  admonition  lawfully,  and  sufficiently 
made,  the  church  resteth :  the  men  manifesting  their  as- 
sent thereunto  by  some  convenient  word,  or  sign,  and  the 
women  by  silence.  And  so  the  admonition  which  before 
was  Christ's,  and  the  officer's,  becomes  the  church's  :  fol- 
lowing the  other  as  their  governors,  and  not  otherwise. 

Upon  which  admonition  if  it  please  God  to  give  the 
sinner  repentance,  2  Tim.  ii.  25,  answerable,  and  that  he 
so  manifest,  God  thereby  receiveth  glory,  who  was  dis- 
honoured by  his  sin,  and  men  who  were  offended,  satis- 
faction :  and  so  all  further  proceeding  is  stayed,  and  the 
person  exhorted,  and  others  by  his  example,  to  sin  no 
more  lest  a  worse  thing  happen  unto  him.  But  if  he  re- 
main obstinate,  and  refuse  to  hear  the  church,  and  in  it, 
Christ,  admonishing  him,  then  with  sorrow  for  the  hard- 
ness of  his  heai-t,  all  long  sufferance,  and  patience  in  the 
meanwhile  used,    according  to  the   nature    and  circum- 
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stances  of  the  offence,  by  the  power  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
not  given  to  the  church  in  vain,  the  impenitent  sinner  is, 
for  his  humbling,  to  be  cut  off,  and  excommunicated  from 
the  fellowship  of  the  church :  the  elders,  as  governors, 
going  before  in  decreeing  the  sentence,  and  so  one  of  them, 
upon  the  people's  assent,  as  in  admonition,  pronouncing 
it  in  the  name  of  Christ,  and  his  church. 

But,  for  that  the  officers  are  frail  men,  and  those  not 
"  lords  over  God's  heritage,"  as  are  princes,  and  magis- 
trates over  their  subjects,  but  ministers  and  servants  of 
Christ  the  husband,  and  the  church  the  wife,  whom  the 
thing  concerns  in  their  places,  as  well  as  them,  1  Pet.  v.  3 ; 
1  Cor.  iv.  1 ;  2  Cor.  iv.  1,  5,  we  think  it  lawful  for  the 
brethren,  either  doubtful  of  anything  m  the  officer's  ad- 
ministration, to  propound  their  doubt  for  satisfaction ;  or 
seeing  them  failing  in  any  material  thing,  to  admonish 
them  of  their  duty  and  that  they ''look  to  their  office," 
Col.  iv.  17,  or,  if  need  stand,  to  supply  the  same  for  the 
further  clearing  of  things.  And  this  whole  proceeding 
we  make,  and  use  ordinarily  on  the  Lord's- day,  as  being 
properly  the  Lord's  work,  a  work  of  religion,  dkectly  re- 
specting the  soul,  and  conscience  :  and  of  spiritual  natm^e, 
as  being  an  adaiinistration  of  Christ's  kingdom,  which  is 
not  of  this  world.  John  xviii.  36.  And  this  also  when 
the  whole  church  is  gathered  together,  as  which  it  con- 
cerneth  many  ways.  1  Cor.  iv.  4,  5.  1.  Because  the 
church  which  is  offended  by  public  sins,  must  be  publicly 
satisfied.  2.  A  little  leaven,  leaveneth  the  whole  lumj),  to 
wit  of  the  church,  being  unpurged  out.  3.  They  that 
sin  must  be  rebuked  openly,  that  the  rest  may  feai*. 
1  Tim.  V.  20.  4.  The  elders,  or  bishops  ai-e  to  feed  the 
flock  by  government  publicly,  as  well  as  by  doctrine ;  and 
being  by  them,  over  whom  they  ju'c,  to  be  highly  loved  for 
their  work's  sake,  their  work  of  government  must  be  seen 
by  the  church  which  is  for  the  same  so  to  esteem  them. 
1  Thess.  V.  12,  13.  And  thus  we  believe,  and  practise 
accordingly,  though,  we  confess,  with  great  weakness.  By 
which  our  weakness  it  cometh  also  to  pass,  that  this  comely 
order  is  sometimes  interrupted,  and  human  frailties  inter- 
mingle themselves,  either  by  the  officer's  fault,  in  not 
governing,  or  the  people's  in  not  obeying,  as  they  ought : 
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SO  as  we  are  at  times  overtaken  with  some  things  hoth 
disorderly,  and  difficult  to  determine ;  as  it  also  cometh  to 
pass  in  all  societies,  and  governments  of,  and  by  men, 
whatsoever.  And  as  in  nature,  the  corruption  of  the  best 
thing  is  the  worst,  so  in  the  breach  of  the  most  comely 
order,  there  is  the  greatest  both  uncomeliness,  and  dis- 
order. But  things  are  not  to  be  defined  by  their  abuses, 
as  the  philosophers  teach,  and  all  wise  men  know :  so 
neither  must  the  Lord's  ordinances  be  esteemed  by  the 
disorders  personally  incident  unto  them,  but  as  they  are  in 
their  right  state,  and  lawful  use. 

The  order  of  our  government  then  being  such,  as  I  have 
described  it,  let  every  indifferent  reader  judge,  whether  or 
no,  in  respect  of  outward  order,  it  be  popular,  and  wherein 
the  people  govern,  as  many  please  to  reproach  us,  and  it. 
But  if  men  will  still  shut  their  eyes  against  the  things  we 
plainly  and  simply  lay  down,  and  yet  open  their  mouths 
against  us  for  popularity,  and  Anabaptistry,  we  can  but, 
making  this  and  the  like  our  just  defences,  commit  both 
ourselves,  and  cause  to  God. 

And  thus  much  of  our  order  of  government.  I  will  now 
go  on  where  I  left,  to  sho^v  that  the  Lord's  people  may  not 
communicate  with  the  Church  of  England  in  regard  of  the 
government  ecclesiastical,  and  ministry  thence  derived. 

And  1.  The  Scriptures  teach  us,  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
hath  appointed  sundry  overseers,  or  bishops  over  one  flock 
to  feed,  that  is,  to  teach,  and  govern  it :  of  which  it  also 
standeth  in  need.  It  is  then  the  unholy  ghost  of  Anti- 
christ, which  hath  devised  one  bishop  over  many  flocks, 
which  he  cannot  possibly  feed,  if  he  would.  Acts  xx. 
17,  20;  xiv.  23;  Phil.  i.  l]  1  Tim.  v.  17;  Tit.  i.  5.  Only 
for  his  government  he  hath  this  help,  that  he  is  a  lord 
over  them,  and  not  a  minister,  and  servant  unto  them,  and 
so  bears  more  sway  over  the  profane  multitude,  whereof 
those  churches  most-w^iat  consist,  by  lording  it  with  his 
imperious  canons,  and  purse-penalties,  than  many  true 
bishops  could  do,  by  their  faithful  ministry,  and  service, 
according  to  Christ's  testament. 

2.  It  is  written,  Eph.  iv.  8,  11—13,  that  Christ  "when 
he  ascended  on  high,  gave  gifts  to  men :"  "  some  apostles, 
and    some    prophets,    and    some    evangelists,    and  some 
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pastors,  and  teachers,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,"  &c. 
"  until  all  the  saints  were  met  together  unto  a  perfect 
man,"  &c.  Where  the  apostle  teacheth,  how  Christ  the 
king  of  his  church  hath  set  in  it  certain  orders  of  officers, 
answerably  gifted,  extraordinarily  and  ordinarily,  and  those 
also  there  to  be,  and  continue  in  their  time,  till  the  same 
church  and  body  of  Christ  were  complete,  both  for  number 
of  jDcrsons,  and  measm^e  of  graces.  Now  if  the  bishops  be 
pastors,  or  shepherds,  and  teachers,  as  some  would  make 
them,  over  their  provinces,  and  dioceses,  how  will  they 
answer  the  Lord  for  not  teaching  them  ?  Or  how  hath  the 
Lord  appointed  such  a  ministry,  being  an  office  of  trust, 
and  wherein  the  personal  ability,  and  faithfulness  of  the 
minister  is  required,  as  which,  he  that  received  it,  cannot 
possibly  fulfil  if  he  would  ?  Col.  iv.  17.  Or  if  the  bishops 
be  of  the  order  of  pastors,  and  teachers,  which  are  the 
lowest  ministers,  of  what  order  are  the  parishional  minis- 
ters, which  are  below  them?  And  for  the  first  tln^ee, 
apostles,  prophets,  and  evangelists,  they  were  extraordinary, 
for  the  first  planting,  and  watering  of  the  churches.  The 
apostles,  and  prophets  laying  the  foimdation,  by  doctrine 
infallibly  true :  and  the  evangelists  employed  by  the 
apostles'  direction,  here  and  there,  for  the  perfecting  of 
their  work,  as  there  was  need.  Neither  were  they,  one  or 
other,  tied  to  any  particular  flock,  diocese,  province,  or 
nation  ;  but  were  general  men,  and  for  all  j^^aces ;  being 
thereunto  famished  with  the  knowledge,  and  use  of  all 
tongues,  as  there  was  occasion.  Matt,  xxviii.  19,  ^0;  1  Cor. 
iii.  6,  10,  11  ;  Eph.  ii.  20;  Acts  xvi.  1—3;  Rom.  xwi.  21; 
1  Cor.  xvi.  10  ;  2  Cor.  viii.  G,  IG,  23,  and  xi.  28  ;  2  Tim.  iv. 
5,  21  ;  Tit.  i.  5,  and  iii.  12.  So  that  whilst  our  English 
bishops  plead  their  provincial,  and  diocesan  jurisdiction 
from  the  commission  of  the  apostles  and  evangelists,  they 
are  found  to  be  of  their  number,  who  said  they  were 
apostles,  and  were  not.  Eev.  ii.  2.  They  then,  in  their 
order  of  ministry,  are  not  of  the  gifts,  which  Christ,  the 
king  of  his  church  gave,  when  he  ascended  on  high,  but  of 
the  gifts  of  Antichrist  in  his  ascent  to  the  throne  of  his 
apostacy  :  of  whose  body  also  they  are  natural  members, 
without  which  it  cannot  consist :  as  may  all  other  bodies, 
whether  civil  or  ecclesiastical.     And   since  the  officers  of 
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the  church  are  members  of  the  body,  1  Cor.  xii.  12,  27,  28, 
of  Christ,  as  the  eyes,  mouth,  hand,  &c.,  he  who  adds  to,  or 
takes  from  the  church  an  order  of  ministry  or  office,  presumes 
to  add  to,  or  take  from  Christ's  body,  a  member :  and  so 
abolishing  a  member  of  the  body,  he  doth  also  abolish  a 
gift,  and  grace  of  the  Spirit,  worldng  effectually  according 
to  the  measure,  or  proportion  of  every  part ;  or  adding  a 
member,  he  must  be  able  to  quicken,  and  furnish  it  with  a 
proportionable  gift  of  that  same  Spirit,  who  distributeth  to 
every  member,  as  it  pleaseth,  ver.  11.  And  so  where  the 
apostle  saith,  ver.  4,  5,  "  that  there  are  diversities  of  gifts, 
but  the  same  Spirit :  and  diversities  of  ministries,  but  the 
same  Lord:"  he  plainly  teacheth  these  two  things.  1.  That 
all  la^\^ul  ministries  in  the  church  are  of  Christ :  2.  That 
none  may  appoint  a  ministry  in  the  church  but  he  who 
can  bestow  an  answerable  gift  of  qualification  :  which  is  not 
in  the  power  of  any  man,  or  angel. 

3.  The  Lord  by  his  apostle  hath  ordered,  that  the  elders, 
or  bishops  which  labour  in  the  word,  and  doctrine,  should 
have  doable  honour,  specially,  and  above  them  that  rule, 
though  well :  and  that  upon  a  ground  of  perpetual  equity, 
that  since  the  bishop's,  or  elder's  office  is  a  work,  the  chief 
work,  which  preaching  is,  should  have  the  chief  honour. 
1  Tim.  V.  17;  iii.  1.  But  this  order  of  Christ,  and  of 
nature  itself,  is  clean  subverted  by  the  order  of  the  prelacy, 
and  ministry  in  England,  where  tenfold  honour  is  given 
to  ruling,  though  not  well,  above  the  most  painful  labour- 
ing in  the  word,  and  doctrine.  It  well  suits  with  the 
spirit  of  Antichrist,  that  imperious  lording  over  the  souls 
and  consciences  of  men  should  be  advanced  above  the  base, 
and  burdensome  work  of  preaching  God's  Word. 

Lastly,  the  rights,  and  liberties  wherewith  Christ  the 
Lord  hath  in  his  Word  endowed  his  church,  the  elders  for 
their  government,  and  the  people  for  their  liberty,  for  the 
calling  of  officers,  and  censuring  of  offenders  these  op- 
pressors spiritual  have  seized  into  their  own  liands,  as  their 
peculiars,  Matt,  xviii.  17;  1  Cor.  v. ;  Acts  i.  and  vi.  :  in, 
and  upon  which  their  usurpation,  which  is  specially  to  be 
noted,  their  very  office,  and  order  is  founded.  "  Woe  be 
to  him,"  saith  the  Lord,  "that  buildeth  his  house  by  un- 
righteousness, and  his  chambers  by  wrong,"  Jer.  xxii.  13  : 
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how  much  more  then  unto  them,  who  build  their  high 
palaces  by  such  spiritual  injuiy  against  the  Lord,  his 
house,  ministers,  and  people  as  they  apparently  do. 

For  conclusion ;  the  tree  is  known  by  the  fruits  :  and  too 
evident  it  is  by  their  finiits,  upon  what  root  the  prelates' 
tree  groweth.  Their  preferring,  and  that,  in  their  most 
solemn  constitutions,  the  weariugof  a  surplice,  or  making  a 
cross  in  a  babe's  forehead  by  the  minister,  before  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel;  of  bowing  the  knee  by  the  people  to,  or  at 
the  Lord  s  Supper,  before  the  most  worthy  receiving  other- 
wise ;  the  reading,  and  hearing  of  their,  rather  than  God's, 
service,  by  the  one  and  other,  above  the  performance  of 
any  jDartof  God's  worshij)  appointed  in  his  Word,  by  either 
of  them,  do  declare  them  to  be  no  mean  members  of  that 
"  man  of  sin,  and  adversary,  who  exalteth  himself  above  all 
that  is  called  God."  2  Thess.  ii.  3,  4. 

Their  constraining  the  ministers  to  receive  from  them, 
and  by  their  sole  authority,  their  order  of  priesthood,  and 
institutions  to  their  cures,  with  their  licences  to  preach : 
enforcing  them  to  subscribe,  and  that  fi-om  their  hearts,  to 
their  devised  government,  service,  and  ceremonies,  and 
even  to  swear  canonical  obedience  to  them  therein ;  and 
both  them,  and  the  people  to  obey  their  summons,  and 
citations,  running,  and  riding  to  and  fro,  to  sue  and  seiTe 
in  their  courts  :  to  take  the  oath  ex  officio,  to  accuse  them- 
selves, and  their  friends,  and  that  often  for  weU-doing:  to 
submit  to  their  censures  of  all  sorts,  and  not  so  much  as  to 
dare  to  speak  against  their  t}a^annies  and  superstitions, 
mider  pain  of  excommunication,  ijyso  facto  do  proclaim 
unto  all  men  that  have  ears  to  heai%  that  they  are  in  a  gi'eat 
measure,  spiritual  Babylonish  lords,  "causing  all  both 
small  and  great,  rich  and  poor,  to  receive  their  mark  in  their 
right  hand,  or  forehead,  and  otherwise  not  suffering  them 
either  to  buy,  or  sell."  Eev.  xiii.  16,  17. 

Their  sale  of  orders  and  institutions,  and  that  most- 
what  unto  persons  utterly  miworthy,  to  the  destruction  of 
how  many  thousand  souls  for  whom  Christ  died,  either  by 
starving  them  through  ignorance,  or  poisoning  them  by  pro- 
fane example;  of  dispensations  for  plurahties,  and  non- 
residences,  of  licences  to  preach  up  and  down  the  countr}% 
and  to  marry  at  times  by  their  canons  prohibited  :  of  par- 
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dons,  and  absolutions,  when  men  are  excommunicated, 
and  sometimes  when  they  are  dead,  before  they  can  have 
Christian  burial:  with  their  extorted  fees,  and  purse- 
penalties,  the  very  sinews  of  their  kingdom,  do  clearly 
pronounce  against  them,  that  they  and  their  subordinates 
are  "merchants  of  that  great  city  Babylon,  trafficking 
for  all  manner  of  ware,  and  for  the  souls  of  men."  Rev. 
xviii.  10—13. 

Now  touching  the  parochial  ministers,  I  have  proved 
against  Mr.  Bernard,*  that  neither  their  office,  nor  calling 
by  which  they  administer  it,  is  of  Christ.  The  office  of 
the  bishop  is  a  work,  1  Tim.  iii.  1  ;  and  this  work  stands  in 
feeding  the  flock.  Acts  xx.  28 ;  and  this  feeding  in  preach- 
ing and  ruling.  Now,  as  the  government  of  then-  flocks  is 
not  so  much  as  permitted  unto  them,  so  neither  is  preach- 
ing any  natural  or  necessary  part  of  their  office,  but  an 
accessory  and  casual  ornament,  and  which  may  be  or  may 
not  be,  as  the  persons  can  or  will.  And  for  their  calling, 
whether  to  their  priesthood  at  large,  by  the  archdeacon's 
presentation  and  bishop's  ordination;  or  to  their  special 
charges,  either  by  the  patron's  presentation,  bishop's  insti- 
tution and  archdeacon's  induction,  or  by  the  bishop's  sole 
licence  ;  the  very  naming  of  the  means  by  which  it  is  had, 
sufficiently  proves  it  not  to  be  from  heaven,  but  of  man, 
even  the  man  of  sin,  his  vain  device.  Luke  xx.  4.  But  I 
will  for  the  present  insist  only  upon  this  consideration, 
that  the  j)arishional  ministry  is  a  branch  of  the  prelacy  ; 
and  so  all  communion  with  the  one,  as  other,  is  to  be 
avoided  by  God's  people. 

And  for  the  better  discerning  of  things,  it  must  be  ob- 
seiwed,  that  as  the  whole  nation  is  divided  into  two  j)ro- 
vinces,  under  the  two  archbishops,  and  the  two  provinces 
into  sundry  dioceses  under  the  bishops,  and  they  into  their 
several  parishes  under  the  ministers  thereof;  so  do  the 
archbishops  and  bishops  share  out  unto  the  parish  priests, 
in  their  ordination,  a  part  of  their  charge,  to  wit,  so  much 
as  concerns  the  ordinary  service  of  the  parish  ;  as  they  do 
also  unto  their  chancellors,  commissaries,  and  archdeacons, 
another  f)^i't  for  inferior  government ;  rescrvhig  unto 
themselves  the  lordship  over  both,  for  the  best  advantage 
*  A  Justification,  &c.,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  370,  &c. 
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of  their  own  honour  and  profit.  So  that  the  chancellor  in 
the  consistory,  and  the  priest  in  the  pulpit  or  desk,  doth 
administer  by  one  and  the  same  power  :  namely,  that  of 
the  prelate,  which  from  and  by  him,  both  the  one  and  the 
other  doth  receive.  And,  as  Christ  told  the  twelve  when 
he  sent  them  to  preach,  that  "he  who  received  them, 
received  him  ;  and  that  he  who  received  him,  received 
him  that  sent  him,"  Matt.  x.  40  ;  so  he  that  receives  or 
communicates  with  the  minister,  in  any  parish  of  the 
land,  receives  the  bishop  that  sent  him,  and  so  indeed, 
orighially,  the  Pope  that  sent  him ;  and  of  whose  sending 
the  Pope  is,  they  and  we  make  no  question.  The  prelacy, 
then,  being  to  be  rooted  out,  as  a  phant  which  God  hath 
not  planted,  and  the  ministry,  in  the  order  and  office  of 
which  we  speak,  being  a  branch  of  it,  can  tlie  branch  sur- 
vive, if  the  root  be  plucked  up  ?  or,  shall  any  of  God's 
people,  by  their  maintenance  of  it,  submission  unto  it, 
or  communion  with  it,  give  thereunto  any  life  orjDreseiwa- 
tion^ 

But  here  sundry  defences  are  made,  by  them  who  in 
judgment,  word,  and  writing,  and  some  practices,  dislike 
the  prelacy  :  as  that  "  they  are  not  subject  to  their  govern- 
ment ;  that  the  ministers  do  not  stand  by  the  ordination 
and  power  received  from  and  by  them,  but  by  the  people  s 
acceptation  ;  that  these  things  are  but  matters  of  outward 
order  and  government,  which,  though  they  may  something 
concern  the  ministers  themselves,  yet  are  they  little  or 
nothing  to  private  persons." 

We  will  briefly  consider  of  these  defences  :  and  let 
them  who  make  them  consider  and  beware,  that  they  be 
not  of  them,  who  will  not  be  reformed,  but  seek  excuses 
after  their  own  heart. 

And,  first,  They  who  thus  disclaim,  in  word,  the  bishop's 
government,  confess  themselves,  therein,  to  be  under  no 
spiritual  external  government  at  all ;  and  so  be  lawless 
persons,  and  inordinate  walkers,  and  such  as  have  neither 
that  conscience  which  is  meet,  of  the  connnandments  of 
Christ  by  his  apostles,  to  gi^e  due  lionour  to  them  who 
rule  well,  and  to  "  submit  themselves  to  those  who  are 
over  them  in  the  Lord,"  1  Tim.  v.  17;  Heb.  xiii.  17;  nor 
of  their  own  frailty,    and  in  what  need  thev  stand  of  the 
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Lord's  ordinances,  and  of  this  in  special,  for  their  guidance 
-and  conservation  in  his  ways.  Secondly,  The  daily  prac- 
tice of  these  men,  eveiy  one  of  them  less  or  more,  in  the 
sight  of  the  sun,  is  a  sufficient  conviction  of  then-  un- 
honest  excuse.  Their  obedience  unto  the  summons  and 
citations,  unto  their  spiritual  courts  of  the  prelates  and 
their  deputies ;  their  suing  or  appearing  there  by  them- 
selves or  their  proctors  ;  the  submission  of  the  ministers 
to  their  suspensions  and  deprivations  ;  and  both  of  minis- 
ters and  people  to  their  excommunications,  do  really  j^lead 
their  spiritual  subjection  to  their  jurisdiction.  Yea,  so  far 
are  the  people  from  freeing  the  ministers  by  their  accepta- 
tion from  the  prelates' jurisdiction,  as  on  the  contrary,  they 
enthral  them  much  more  under  the  same ;  not  only  by 
accepting  them  at  the  first  under  their  mark  of  institution, 
or  licence,  but  even  ever  after,  year  by  year,  by  choosing  a 
churchwarden,  or  sides-man  as  they  call  him,  to  present 
both  their  own  and  minister's  defaults  in  and  unto  their 
consistories  and  visitations  :  as  doth  the  minister  also 
choose  another  for  the  same  purpose ;  for  the  perform- 
ance of  which  presentations  they  are  to  bind  themselves  by 
oath,  and  so  ordinarily  do.  So  that,  howsoever  many  are 
ashamed  of  their  lords  and  masters,  both  ministers  and 
people,  not  actually  separated  from  their  parish  assemblies, 
stand  in  spiritual  subjection  to  the  j^i'^lates,  and  receive 
their  mark,  though  some  in  their  forehead  and  more  j)ro- 
fessedly  ;  and  others  as  effectually,  though  more  covertly, 
in  their  right  hand. 

Now  for  the  outward  government,  and  ordering  of  the 
house  of  God,  the  church,  and  the  outward  calling  of  the 
ministers  thereof,  they  are  not  so  slighty  matters,  as  politic 
men,  out  of  their  fleshly  hearts  would  persuade  themselves 
and  others.  The  apostle  unto  Timothy,  treating  at  large 
of  these  things  tells  him,  how  the  cause  why  he  so  writes 
is,  that  in  his  absence,  he  "  might  know  how  he  ought  to 
behave  himself  in  the  house  of  God,  which  is  the  church 
of  the  living  God,  the  pillar,  and  ground  of  truth."  Where 
he  adorneth  the  church  with  most  honourable  titles,  for 
this  very  end,  that  he,  and  all  other  God's  ministers,  and 
jDCople,  might  be  admonished  more  carefully  to  preserve 
unviolated  that  sacred  economy,  and  church  government 
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there  prescribed  :  obtesting,  and  charging  him  before  God, 
and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  elect  angels,  to  observ^e 
these  things  impai^tially,  1  Tim.  iii.  15,  10,  21  :  as  also 
writing  unto  the  Corinthians  he  propounds  the  matter  of 
outward  order  mito  them,  as  "  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,"  1  Cor.  xiv.  37,  which  are  all  to  be  obsen'ed 
by  his  disciples  in  their  places,  Matt,  xx^iii.  20  :  in  whose 
eyes  he  is  worthy  of  more  honour  in  his  own  house,  and 
in  the  ordering  of  it,  than  was  Moses  a  servant  in  his 
Master  s  house,  Heb.  iii.  3,  &c.  :  according  to  whose  direc- 
tion, notwithstanding,  all  things  were  to  be  ordered.  I  add, 
that  the  same  apostle,  whatsoever  other  men  despising,  it 
seems,  his  simplicity,  think  or  say,  testifieth  of  the  Colos- 
sians,  that  they  had  received  Christ,  as  well  in  their  order, 
as  faith  :  and  rejoiceth  as  well  in  their  continuance  in  the 
one,  as  other.  Col.  ii.  5,  6  :  as  on  the  contrary  he  sharply 
reproveth  the  Corinthians,  for  the  breach  of  order,  and 
neglect  of  discipline,  as  well  as  for  any  other  evil.  1  Cor.  v. 
14.  And  see  how  unequal  these  men  are.  The  Pope's 
arrogating  to  himself  to  be  the  universal  bishop,  is  in  itself 
but  a  matter  of  order  and  government :  and  yet  they  gene- 
rally, who  are  soundly  minded,  deem  him  properly  Anti- 
christ therein :  alleging  that  of  Gregory  against  John  of 
Constantinople,  for  that  pur]-)ose.  And  if  the  universal 
bishop  make  iVntichrist  in  the  head,  surely  the  bishops  of 
dioceses,  and  archbishops  of  provinces,  and  metropolitans 
of  nations,  may  well  challenge  the  parts  of  arms,  and 
shoulders  of  that  body. 

Now  touching  the  minister's  outward  calling,  of  such 
force  it  is,  that  he  is  by  it  alone,  if  at  all,  properly,  and 
immediately,  a  true  church  officer  ;  as  is  the  magistrate  in 
the  commonwealth,  the  captain  in  the  army,  the  steward  in 
the  family,  by  the  outward  calling  of  those  in  whom  that 
right  is,  a  true  and  lawful  magistrate,  captain,  or  steward  : 
and  without  which,  all,  and  every  of  them,  are  mere  usuri^ers, 
howsoever  qualilicd  in  their  persons,  and  serviceable  in 
their  administrations.  "No  man,"  saith  the  apostle,  "  takes 
mito  himself  this  honour,  but  he,  that  is  called  of  God,  as 
Aaron."  Heb.  v.  4.  And  let  them  who  think  it  a  small 
matter  to  usurp,  or  being  usurped,  to  communicate  vrith,  a 
calling  without  order  by  God  s  Word,  consider  what  befel 
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them,  who  usurped,  or  communicated  in  the  usurpation  of, 
the  priestly  honour,  not  being  thereunto  called,  as  was 
Aaron.  Numb.  xi.  16.  And  how  it  lieth  on  all  the  minis- 
ters of  Christ  in  hand,  to  be  able  to  justify  their  outward 
calling  to  their  offices,  the  ajiostle  teacheth  by  his  own 
example,  and,  specially,  in  his  Epistle  to  the  church  of 
Galatia,  Avhere  it  was  most  called  in  question.  Gal.  i.  1  : 
which  they  also  that  cannot  do,  are  to  be  served,  as  were 
they,  who  could  not  find  the  writing  of  their  genealogy, 
and  were  therefore  put  from  the  priesthood.     Neh.  vii.  64. 

And,  as  they  know  who  have  experience  thereof,  what 
comfort  it  ministereth  against  the  manifold  trials  incident 
to  the  lawful  ministers  of  Christ,  that  they  are  called  by 
them  thereunto,  whom,  under  the  Lord,  it  most  concerneth, 
as  over  whose  souls  they  are  to  watch  :  so  on  the  contrary, 
I  verily  suppose,  it  cometli  to  pass,  that  even  the  best 
ministers  in  the  assemblies,  do  so  easily,  and  unworthily 
forsake  their  flocks,  for  their  greater  ease,  profit,  or  credit; 
and  which  not,  for  fear  of  a  little  persecution?  because  they 
want  this  testimony,  and  comfort  of  good  conscience,  that 
they  have  been  lawfully  called  to  minister  unto  them. 

To  conclude  then  this  point  also  :  the  same  scriptures 
and  grounds  which  prove  the  order  of  prelacy,  and  so  of 
priesthood,  being  a  branch  of  it,  not  to  be  of  God,  do  also 
prove  it  unlawful  for  the  people  of  God  to  partake  in  the 
administrations  of  the  one,  or  other,  and  therein  to  submit 
themselves  unto  them. 

For  1.  Their  very  administrations,  by  an  unlawful  call- 
ing, are  their  sins  :  and  so  to  partake  with  them  in  their 
administrations,  is  to  partake  with  them  in  their  sins,  con- 
trary to  1  Tim.  V.  22  ;  Ecv.  xv.  4. 

2dly.  The  ground  of  submission  unto  the  ofiicers  of  the 
church  is,  that  they  are  made  ''  overseers  of  the  flock  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,"  and  are  "  over  it  in  the  Lord,"  Acts  xx.  17, 
2ft;  1  Thess.  v.  12:  which  subjection  therefore  neither 
the  prelates,  nor  priests  being  appointed  by  their  ghosts, 
can  challenge,  neither  can  the  people  by  faith  yield  the 
same  unto  them.  The  apostle,  Horn,  xiii.,  urging  submis- 
sion to  all  sorts  of  magistrates  doth  it  upon  this  ground, 
that  they  are  of  God,  and  his  ordinances  :  so  the  ground  of 
uur  submission  to  any  office  of  ministry  in  the  church,  and 
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stay  of  our  faith,  is  this,  that  it  is  of  Christ  the  Mediator  of 
his  church,  and  one  of  his  ordinances. 

3dly.  In  the  second  commandment  of  the  first  table  are 
commanded  all  external  spiritual  ordinances,  and  so  the  ex- 
ternal spiritual  ministry,  and  government  of  the  church  : 
neither  can  the  same  be  referred  to  any  other  of  the  ten 
commandments  :  Avhereupon  I  infer,  that  every  such  go- 
vernment, and  ministry  not  commanded  by  God,  and 
Christ,  is  as  an  idol,  there  forbidden,  and  all  subjection 
unto  it,  as  the  bowing  down  unto  an  idol. 

Fourthly,  They  who  judge  the  j)relacy  not  to  be  of  Christ, 
but  of  Antichrist,  and  so  speak,  and  \YViie  (to  whom  more 
jirincipally  I  direct  my  si')eech),  and  yet  stand  members  of 
the  parish  assemblies  under  the  goveniment,  and  ministry 
thereof,  do  really,  and  indeed  underprop,  and  uphold  that, 
which  in  word,  and  writing  they  would  overthrow  :  they 
would  blow  or  dash  it  down  with  their  mouths,  and  pens, 
and  yet  uphold  it  with  their  shoulders.  Far  are  they  from 
giving  unto  Christ  his  due  honour  in  his  officers  and 
orders,  whilst  they  thus  submit  unto  the  officers  and 
orders  of  his  adversary  Antichrist,  as  is  that  whole  hierarchy 
and  every  order  in  it,  from  the  pope  unto  the  sumner. 
If  any  traitor,  or  rebel  should  now  rise  up.  and  strive  with 
the  king  for  any,  the  dignities  or  prerogatives  royal  of  the 
kingdom,  and  should  so  far  prevail  witli  any  able  men,  as 
that  they  sliould  be  content  to  take  upon  them,  by  his 
commission  and  sending,  to  administer  justice  publicly, 
were  it  lawful  for  any  the  king's  subjects  to  join  with,  or 
submit  unto  them  in  their  ministrations,  though  in  them- 
selves never  so  just?  or  were  tliey  not  all,  under  pain  of 
disloyalty,  bound  to  abandon  them,  and  their  courts,  or 
assemblies,  and  to  adjoin,  and  submit  themselves  unto  the 
king's  lawful  oliicers,  how  few,  or  feeble  soever?  Even  so, 
must  all  tlie  loyal  subjects  of  Jesus  Christ  the  king  of  his 
cliurch.  withdraw  thrm-elves  wholly  from  the  powers  of 
Antichrist,  striving  with  Christ  whether  bhall  rule  by  his 
officors,  orders,  and  laws  :  whatsoever  truths  they  teach  or 
administer:  and  must  jidjoin  themselves  to  the  ollicers  of 
Christ,  lawi^dly  called,  and  sent  to  teach,  and  guide  his 
church  by  his  Word  :  and  therein  must  show,  as  in  other 
things,  their  loyaltvlo  their  lord  and  kin-;-. 
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But  here  M.  de  Leschise's  forenamed  opposites  step  in, 
and  plead  for  submission  unto  unla^vful  ministers,  1.  That 
"  in  Christ's  time  there  were  divers  officers  ^vhose  names 
had  not  been  heard  of  in  the  primitive  church  of  the  Jews, 
nor  ever  were  instituted  by  any  example  of  former  times, 
in  that  church,  as  ,the  names  of  lawyers,  scribes  of  the 
people,  and  rulers  of  the  synagogues,  or  archi- synagogues. 
2.  If  the  godly  may  lawfully  submit  unto  the  government, 
and  guidance  by  private  admonition  of  such  private 
brethren,  who  for  their  sects,  factions,  and  superstitious 
observations  have  had  such  names  as  were  formerly  un- 
known unto  the  church  of  God  ;  who  also  in  respect  of  their 
wickedness  deserved  to  be  cast  out  of  the  church,  and  are 
unjustly  retained,  as  it  was  in  the  communion  of  the  godly 
with  the  scribes  and  pharisees,  then  is  it  also  lawful  to 
stand  under  the  guidance  and  government  of  unlawful 
officers."  -- 

In  whose  defence  I  observe,  first,  that  they  yield  the 
ministers  of  England  to  be  unlawful,  and  to  have  had  their 
names  of  primates,  metropolitans,  lord  archbishops,  lord 
bishops,  deans,  archdeacons,  chancellors,  commissaries, 
priests,  parsons,  vicars,  curates,  given  unto  them  for  their 
sects,  factions,  and  superstitious  observations :  and  yet  all 
of  them  make  suit,  lake,  pay  for,  and  answer  to  some  or 
other  of  these  names,  with  the  orders  to  which  they  ap- 
pertain. Secondly,  I  note  how  vain  a  pretext  it  is,  that  the 
persons,  whose  names  are  prefixed,  are  the  authors  of  the 
book,  as  if  John  Fowler,  and  his  fellows  durst  take  upon 
them  to  set  down  what  names  of  officers  had  been  heard  of, 
or  not,  in  the  Jewish  church  from  the  first  institution,  till 
Christ's  time.  Thirdly,  where  in  their  former  reason  they 
make  the  scribes  of  the  people  church -officers,  in  the 
second  reason  they  make  the  scribes  and  pharisees,  private 
brethren.  Fourthly,  they  grant  one  private  brother  to  be 
under  the  guidance,  and  government  of  another,  and  so 
establish  a  popular  government,  in  a  sense  expressly;  and 
by  just  consequence,  as  far  as  we  intend  and  do,  howso- 
ever they  reproach  us  for  popularity.  Now  for  their  argu- 
ments. First,  I  deny  that,  which  they  take  for  granted, 
and  upon  which  they  build,  to  wit,  that  the  names  of  law- 
*  A  Shield  of  Defence,  cS:c.,  pp.  24,  25. 
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yers,  scribes  of  the  peoj^le,  and  rulers  of  the  synagogues, 
were  not  in  the  Jewish  church,  before  Christ's  time. 

And  1.  The  lawyers  were  such  as  were  skilful  in  the  Law 
of  God,  and  the  scribes  such  as  gave  themselves  either  to 
expound,  or  write  it,  or  both  :  being  also  Levites  for  the 
most  part,  in  which  respects  these  their  names,  as  honour- 
able, and  not  for  their  factions,  were  most  fitly  given  them: 
and  not  first  in  Christ's  time,  as  is  affirmed,  but  long  be- 
fore, as  appeareth,  Jer.  viii.  8,  and  Ezravii.  G,  11,  12,  where 
Ezra  is  called  a  scribe  prompt  in  the  law  of  Moses  ;  which 
Tremelius  and  Junius  translate  -  a  lawyer,  or  one  skilful 
in  the  law  :  as  indeed  these  scribes  and  lawyers  were  the 
same,  as  is  testified,  Matt.  xxii.  35,  compared  with  Mark 
xii.  28,  and  so  the  Hebrew  word  f  may  indifferently  be 
tm^ned  and  is.  And  if  there  were  nothing  else,  that  which 
we  read,  1  Maccab.  v.  4.2  reproves  these  men's  peremptoiy 
affirmation,  that  the  names  of  the  scribes  of  the  people 
were  not  in  the  church  of  the  Jews,  before  Christ's  time. 
But  both  better,  and  more  ancient  testimony  may  be 
brought  against  it:  take  that  one,  amongst  man}^  in  the 
Greek  Bible,  Numb.  xi.  16,  where  the  seventy  interpreters 

have    it,  Trpca^vrepoL  rov  Xaov  /cat  ypap-jxarcis  avra^v.       So  ior   1J1Q 

names  of  archi- synagogues,  or  rulers  of  the  synagogues 
spoken  of,  Mark  v.  22,  itc,  ihe  same  interpreters  use  the 
same  words,  Exod.  xxxiv.  31;  Numb.xxxi.  13,  cC-c, which  the 
evangelists  do  writing  in  Greek,  and  herein  without  doubt, 
following  them,  as  in  other  things.  And  there  being 
synagogues  of  old  among  the  Jews,  there  must  needs  be 
rulers  of  them  and  the  same  so  called. 

Touching  the  second  argument :  I  deny  the  proportion 
npon  which  they  build  it.  In  receiving  an  admonition 
from  an  unlawful  brother,  as  they  speak,  I  do  submit  only 
to  that  which  is  good  in  itself,  and  of  God  :  but  in  sub- 
mitting to  an  unlawful  officer,  prelate,  or  priest,  I  submit 
to  that  which  is  evil  in  itself  and  not  of  God,  to  wit,  his 
very  office,  or  order.  The  unlawful  brother,  though  in  sin, 
yet  doth  not  perform  the  admonition  by  virtue  of  his  sin, 
but  out  of  his  personal  knowledge,  and  zeal,  at  least  in  ap- 
pearance, against  the  sin  he  rej^roves  in  particular,  but  the 

*  Legis  pcritus.  f  y^^D,   Sopher. 
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■Qnlawful  of&cer  doth  administer  the  public  doctrine,  (as  the 
sacraments)  by  virtue,  or  rather  by  vice,  of  his  very  sin 
immediately,  and  properly  :  wherein  I  may  not  partake 
with  him.  These  men  have  refused  to  submit  to  Mr. 
Johnson's  public  ministry,  and  so  profess  :  do  they,  there- 
fore, think  it  unlawful  to  receive  any  information,  or  ad- 
monition, or  reproof  by  the  Word  of  God  for  their  sins, 
from  him,  or  any  tiie  people  with  him  privately,  and  upon 
occasion  ?  And,  by  their  large  grounds,  it  should  be  lawful 
to  submit  to  the  ministry  of  any  heretical  minister :  for 
from  such  a  one  it  is  not  unlawful  to  receive  a  private  ad- 
monition for  sin,  upon  occasion.  But  how  much  better 
were  it  for  these  men,  and  their  friends  to  advance  by  all 
good  means  a  lawful  ministry,  than  thus  to  support  that 
which  is  unlawful,  by  pleading  for  submission  unto  it.  But 
if  they  needs  will,  as  they  plead  in  their  book,  su])mit  their 
souls  to  thieves,  and  robbers,  and  to  such  ministers,  as  Avere 
the  scribes,  and  pharisees  in  Christ  s  time,  in  whom  they 
instance,  notorious  heretics  denying  both  the  nature,  oflices, 
and  person  of  the  Messiah,  teaching  justification  by  the 
works  of  the  law,  and  2:»ower  in  man  to  keep  it,  let  them 
rejoice  in  their  ministers,  and  let  their  ministers  also 
rejoice  in  them,  as  Jotham  said  of  the  men  of  Schechem 
and  Abimelech  :  but  for  us,  we  have  learnt  to  give  more 
honour  to  God's  ordinance,  and  to  have  more  care  of 
Christ's  precious  purchase,  our  souls,  than  to  commit  the 
same  to  such  watchmen's  keeping. 

Thus  have  I  briefly  noted  down,  and  confirmed  the 
principal  grounds  of  our  separation  from  the  communion, 
and  order  of  the  church  assemblies,  notwithstanding  the 
admission  of  the  personal  communion  before  mentioned.^ 
And  I  have  of  purpose  taken  in,  and  answered  the  chief 
reasons  brought  by  M.  de  Lescluse's  accusers,  against 
our  practice,  tbat  it  may  appear,  both,  how  they  fad  of 
that  they  promise  in  the  Preface  of  their  book;  as,  also, 
that  it  is  a  far  more  easy  thing  to  reproach  men's  persons, 
than  justly  to  evince  their  profession.  And  would  the  king 
but  give  toleration,  and  withhold  from  bodily  violence 
against  their  persons  and  estates,  I  doubt  not,  but  we 
should  have  many  thousands  in  the  land  concurring  with 
us  for  substance  of  practice,  as  they  do  now  in  opinion: 
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■\vho  would  speedily  unite  themselves  in  other  spiritual 
societies,  than  the  profane  parishes  :  leaving  the  sendee- 
book,  and  ceremonies  to  the  prelates,  with  their  dumb 
priests,  and  formal  clergy :  withdrawing  from  their  and 
their  chancellor's,  and  official's  spiritual  jurisdiction,  neither 
obeying  their  summons,  nor  regarding  their  censures  : 
neither  would  the  ministers  sue  to  them  for  their  orders  and 
licences  ;  nor  the  people  receive  them  of  their  making, 
nor  present  them  by  their  church- wardens  to  their  courts, 
nor  keep  them  by  their  leave,  and  under  their  correction  : 
but  both  ministers,  and  people  would  find  other,  and  bet- 
ter rules  of  direction  in  Christ's  testament,  for  their  walk- 
ing, and  worshipping  of  God,  than  the  bishop's  canons  and 
injunctions.  Which  so  being,  he,  who  indeed  '^judgeth 
his  peoj)le  with  justice,  and  his  poor  afflicted  ones  with 
judgment,"  be  judge  between  them  and  us,  Psa.  Ixxii.  2: 
and  whether,  we,  submitting  ourselves  so  near  as  we  can 
discern  to  all  the  commandments  and  ordinances  of 
Christ  in  his  gospel,  reject  them  ;  or  they,  us,  who  rather 
choose  the  unhallowed  church-state,  order,  and  ordinances 
in  and  under  which  they  stand,  than  that,  and  those,  by 
themselves,  esteemed  more  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God, 
with  persecution  :  but  specially  whether  we,  for  these 
things,  do  deserve  that  cruel  hatred,  and  those  most  hostile 
carriages,  which  many  of  them,  who  would  be  thought  to 
mourn  for  reformation,  do  bear,  and  use  towards  us  : 
making  it  their  glory  to  cast  shame  upon  us,  and  their 
gi^eat  matter  of  rejoicing  to  add  to  our  afflictions,  and  who 
say  to  our  souls  in  the  day  of  our  sorrow,  "  Bow  down,  that 
we  may  go  over."    Isa.  li.^;23. 

There  is  yet  another  danger,  into  which  men  may  easily 
fall  by  occasion  of  the  former  doctrine  :  which  is,  in  taking 
liberty  to  withhold,  or  withdraw  from  the  church  of  God, 
and  ministry  thereof :  satisfying  themselves  in  that,  their 
private  fellowship,  with  the  better  sort  of  people  :  with 
whom,  by  this  means,  they  may  converse  with  more  com- 
fort to  themselves,  and  contentment  to  them.  For  the 
preventing  of  which  evil,  I  will  here  annex  a  few  reasons 
to  enforce  the  necessity,  and  conscience  of  hving,  and  walk- 
ing with  the  church  of  God,  and  so  under  the  mmistiy 
thereunto  given,  if  it  can  be  had. 
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And,  ].  The  Scriptures  calling  the  church  "  the  house," 
"  temple,"  and  "  tabernacle  of  the  living  God,"  where  he 
hath  promised  that  most  full  presence  of  his  grace,  and 
''  to  dwell  with,"  and  "  amongst  men,"  and  "  in  the  midst 
of  them,  as  their  God,"  do,  therein,  effectually  admonish 
the  people  of  God  to  beware,  that  by  their  ow^n  default, 
they  do  not  any  way  deprive  themselves  of  the  fruit  of  this, 
God's  so  gracious  promise  and  presence,  in  the  true  visible 
church,  his  house,  and  temple,  1  Tim.  iii.  15  ;  2  Cor.  vi. 
16;  Rev.  xxi.  3;  Matt,  xviii.  20;  1  Cor.  v.  4:  either  by 
not  adjoining  themselves  thereunto,  as  members  :  or  being 
members,  by  withdrawing  from  her  actual  communion  : 
therein  making  themselves,  to  speak  as  the  truth  is,  but 
idol  members,  and  as  "  eyes  which  see  not,  ears  which 
hear  not,  and  feet  w^hich  walk  not,"  at  least,  in  respect  of 
the  body,  whereof  they  are. 

2.  And  if  we  look  to  the  most  worthy  seiwants  of  God,  for 
our  examples,  we  shall  find  them  ahvays  to  have  had  a  most 
ardent  desire  unto,  and  vehement  delight  in  this  visible  pre- 
sence of  God  in  his  church  and  ordinances  :  the  necessaiy 
use  and  sweet  fruit  whereof  they  so  sensibly  found  in  their 
own  experience.  Take  w^e  David  for  an  instance :  whose  love 
was  such,  to  the  mansion  of  God's  house,  and  place  of  the  habi- 
tation of  his  glory,  as  that  it  was  the  only  thing  he  desired,  in 
comparison,  that  he  might  dwell  in  the  Lord's  house  all  the 
days  of  his  life,  and  there  behold  his  glory,  Psa.  xxvii.  4  ; 
xxvi.  8  :  professing  in  his  absence  from  it,  that  the  thirsty 
hind  did  not  more  bray  after  the  rivers  of  waters,  tlian  did 
his  soul  for  God's  presence,  and  that  he  might  appear  be- 
fore his  face  in  his  tabernacle,  Psa.  xlii.  1,  2  :  deeming 
them  most  happy,  who  did  always  abide  in  God's  house  ; 
and  himself  in  that  his  sequestration  more  miserable  than 
the  sparrows  and  swallows,  which  could  nestle,  and  lay 
their  young  near  God's  altars.  Psa.  Ixxxiv.  1,  2,  &c.  And 
yet,  was  he  a  most  excellent  prophet  himself,  and  so  could 
abundantly  instruct  both  himself,  and  them  with  him.  It 
is  likewise  testified  of  Moses  the  servant  of  God,  that  he 
"  rather  chose  to  suffer  afiPliction  with  the  people  of  God, 
than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season:  esteeming^ 
the  rebuke  of  Christ  greater  riches  than  the  treasures  of 
Egypt"    Heb.  xi.   25,  20.     A  plain,  and  loud  testimony 
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against  them,  who,  because  they  would  not  bear  their  part 
in  the  rebuke  of  Christ,  and  afflictions  of  his  ^oeople,  do 
rather  withdraw  or  withhold  themselves  from  Christ's 
church,  and  ordinances  ;  or,  which  is  worse,  defile  them- 
selves with  the  pleasures  of  sin  in  Egypt  spiritual  :  of  whom 
without  their  repentance,  Christ  Jesus  will  be  ashamed, 
before  his  Father,  and  the  holy  angels.  Luke  ix.  26. 

3.  That  which  the  wise  man  speaketh  more  generally, 
"  Woe  be  to  him  that  is  alone,  for  he  falleth,  and  there  is 
not  a  second  to  lift  him  up;  but  if  two  be  together,  the 
other  lifteth  up  his  fellow  when  he  falleth,"  Eccl.  iv.  9,  10, 
etc.,  is  of  special  use  this  way.  And,  considering  how 
subject  even  the  strongest  are  to  fall,  by  occasion,  it  is 
most  necessary,  all  so  walk  in  the  communion  of  saints,^ 
as  that  others,  upon  such  occasion,  may  by  the  hand  of 
their  godly  admonitions  and  exhortations  reached  out  unto 
them,  again  restore  them,  1  Cor.  x.  12;  or,  if  need  so 
require,  that  they  may  have  use  of  the  stronger  hand  of 
the  church  and  ministry,  strengthened  with  Christ's 
power,  for  their  recovery ;  through  the  want  whereof,  how 
many  fall  and  perish,  which  by  it,  and  the  blessing  of 
God  thereupon,  might  be  restored,  as  we  doubt  not  but 
we  may  truly  affirm  from  experience  !  And  if  any  man 
think  himself  to  have  received  that  strength  of  grace,  that 
he  stands  in  no  great  need  of  these  helps,  "let  him  that 
thinks  he  stands,  take  heed  lest  he  fall :  "  and  let  him  also 
in  love  consider,  that  the  less  need  he  hath  of  the  church, 
by  reason  of  his  greater  measure  of  gi'oce,  the  more  need 
the  church  hath  of  him  and  it,  unto  which  and  whose  ser- 
vice, they  of  due  belong. 

4.  "  AVhen  the  Lord  Jesus  ascended  on  high,  he  gave  gifts 
unto  men,"  to  wit,  his  ministers  gifted  accordingly,  for  the 
edification  of  the  body  and  help  of  the  joy  of  the  faithful, 
and  furtherance  of  their  salvation  ;  unto  whom  they  are 
bound,  therefore,  to  submit,  and  tliem,  in  the  Lord,  to 
obey,  for  their  own  great  good.  Eph.  iv.  8 — 11  ;  2  Cor. 
i.  24;  1  Tim.  iv.  6;  Heb.  xiii.  17.  From  whom,  and 
whose  ministrations,  whilst  men  without  just  and  necessary 
cause,  withdraw  themselves,  they  break  Christ's  command- 
ment, lose  this  fruit  of  his  ascension,  and  fail  in  their  own 
edification  and  salvation  many  ways. 
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5.  This  duty  yet  lieth  more  specially  upon  them  that  have 
famines  and  children  ahout  them ;  whom  they  shall  hardly 
govern  at  home  in  private,  as  they  desire,  if  they  have  not 
public  encouragement  and  help  from  abroad,  but  they  shall 
have  them  still  in  danger  to  be  corrupted  with  the  super- 
stitions of  the  times,  or  with  greater  evils,  or  both.  Wiich 
dangers  yet  will  be  the  greater,  and  that  of  the  first  kind 
almost  inevitable,  if  the  parents  die,  whilst  their  children 
are  young  and  unestablished  in  the  truth ;  whereas  living 
with  the  church,  they  might  much  more  easily  dispose  of 
them  for  their  education  and  establishment  in  the  ways 
and  ordinances  of  the  Lord ;  into  the  fellowship  whereof, 
together  with  themselves,  they  are  taken.  Gen.  xvii. 
7,   10. 

6.  Lastly.  It  is  a  great  offence  to  all,  who  have  known 
men,  formerly  zealous  hearers  of  God's  Word  in  the  parish 
assemblies,  to  see  them  hear  the  same  in  no  assemblies, 
or  where  no  j^i-iblic  ministry  is  in  use  ;  and  this,  more 
especially,  to  the  better  sort  of  people,  who  will  run  and 
ride  to  hear  a  sermon,  if  they  waiit  at  home,  though  they 
go  but  a  borrowing  of  him  who  hath  indeed  no  right  him- 
self so  to  dispense  it  j)ul>licly,  or  any  other  holy  thing  of 
God  as  he  doth. 

But  it  will  here  be  objected,  that  "  the  church's  ministry 
and  ordinances  are  indeed  to  be  desired,  if  men  could 
enjoy  them  in  their  own  country,  and  amongst  their 
friends  ;  otherwise,  it  seems  better  to  witness  the  truth 
and  suffer  persecution  at  home,  though  without  tliem,  than 
for  the  use  of  them  to  flee  into  a  strange  country." 

It  must  here  be  known,  that  t]ie  truth  of  the  Lord  is 
witnessed  two  ways  :  first,  when  men  walk  in  the  obedi- 
ence of  it,  and  of  all  the  ordinances  thereof,  roundly  and 
holily,  Deut.  xxviii.  1;  Matt.  vi.  10;  xxviii.  20  ;  Psa.  cxix. 
4,  6 ;  and,  secondly,  when  men,  being  called  thereunto, 
suffer  persecution  for  the  same.  And  of  these  two,  the 
former  is  the  more  necessary,  as  being  commanded  of  God, 
and  by  men  to  be  desired  and  prayed  for;  the  latter  not  so. 
For  neither  doth  God  command  persecution,  neither  are  we 
to  desire  it,  or  to  pray  for  it,  but  to  avoid  it  by  all  good 
means ;  and,  being  laid  upon  us  by  the  Lord,  with  patience 
to  bear  it.     Yet  they  that  desire  to  please  God,  and  to  walk 
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roundly  in  his  appointments,  shall  not  want  persecution  of 
sundry  kinds  ;  neither  if  the  world  thought  we  did,  would 
so  many  withhold  or  withdraw  from  us,  as  do  some  under 
one,  and  some  under  anotlier  pretext,  besides  those  who 
are  persuaded  indeed  of  the  unlawfulness  of  flight. 

Now  touching  our  country,  and  friends,  our  answer  is, 
that  we  deem  the  want  of  them  a  grievous  loss,  which  we 
would  also  redeem  at  a  great  rate.  Yet  for  our  country, 
we  do  not  forsake  it,  hut  are  by  it  forsaken  and  expelled 
by  most  extreme  laws,  and  violent  proscriptions,  contrived 
and  executed  by  the  prelates,  and  on  their  behalf.  And 
for  private  friends  thus  we  judge,  that  the  wife  is  no  way 
to  leave  her  husband,  but  to  give  him,  as  the  head,  the 
honour,  of  choosing  probably,  the  place  of  their  cohabit- 
ation :  nor  children  and  servants,  their  parents  and  mas- 
ters to  their  prejudice,  without  their  consent,  or  an 
apparent  impossibility  of  doing  them  service :  nor  at  all, 
where  through  their  absence,  they  shall  want  necessaiy 
help  and  comfort.  But  for  those,  who  are  either  the  go- 
vernors of  others,  or  fi"ee,  we  think  they  may  use  greater 
liberty. 


CHAPTER  III. 

OF  FLIGHT  IN  PEESECUTION. 

Akd  here,  being  thereunto  forced  by  the  unreasonable 
provocation  of  Mr.  Thomas  Helwisse,-  who  in  gxeat  con- 

*  The  Rev.  Thos.  HeUwisse  was  one  of  the  Pmitaii  party,  aiid 
STibsequcntly  joined  himself  to  the  Sepai'atists.  He  advised  exile  for 
the  sake  of  enjoying  liberty  of  conscience  and  of  worsliip,  and  ac- 
companied a  number  of  the  persecuted  brotherhood  to  Amsterdam- 
He  joined  Mr.  Smyth's  Church  in  that  city.  Mi\  Hellwisse's  views 
on  baptism  were  changed  at  the  time  of  !Mr.  Sm^-th's ;  he  tlierefore 
renounced  his  connexion  -^vitli  the  Independent  Church,  and  imited 
himself  Avith  J^Ir.  Smyth  in  forming  a  Baptist  Church.  On  the 
death  of  Mr.  Smyth,  in  1609,  the  chmxli  chose  ]Mr.  Hell^Aissc  as  their 
pastor.  He  did  not  continue  long  in  the  pastorate  amongst  them. 
Believing  that  he  had  committed  an  eiTor  in  fleeing  from  England  on 
account  of  persecution,  he,  with  many  of  his  dock,  returned  to  his 
native  land,  and  published,  in  defence  of  himself  and  his  companions 
in  tiibidation,  a  small  treatise,  entitled,  ''  A  Short  Declaration  of 
the  Mystery  of  Iniquity,"  16mo.,  pp.  212,  1612.      To  this  work,  the 
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fidence,  and  passion,  layeth  load  of  reproaches  both  upon 
our  flight  in  persecution,  and  also  upon  our  persons  for  it, 
I  will  (God  assisting  me)  by  the  Scriptures,  approve  the 
same,  as  lawful,  and  so  answer  what  he  hath  written  to  the 
contrary. 

For  which  purpose  we  will  consider,  for  our  instruction, 
what  the  practice  hath  been  of  the  holy  patriarchs,  pro- 
phets, and  apostles,  with  other  godly  men  in  their  times, 
in  cases  of  danger  for  well-doing,  and  what  approbation 
therein  they  have  had  from  the  Lord. 

We  will  begin  with  the  patriarch,  Jacob,  whose  two 
notable  flights,  for  fear  of  danger,  the  Scriptures  mention  : 
the  former  from  his  profane  brother  Esau,  the  other  from 
his  churlish  uncle  Laban.  Gen.  xxvi.  42,  43  ;  xxxi.  20. 
Touching  whose  flights  these  three  things  are  more  spe- 
cially to  be  observed:  1.  That  he  fled  from  one  country 
to  another.  2.  That  in  his  very  flight,  the  Lord  did  abun- 
dantly communicate  himself  with  him,  comforting  and 
blessing  him.  3.  That  it  was  he  which  thus  fled,  who  had 
power  and  strength,  to  wrestle  with  God,  and  by  wrestling 
to  prevail. 

Next  unto  him  is  Moses  the  seiwant  of  the  Lord,  who 

present  and  folloT\dng  sections  of  Mr.  Robinson's  treatise  are 
designed  as  a  reply.  Before  his  return  to  England,  he  is  supposed  to 
have  written  "  A  Declaration  of  the  Faith  of  the  English  people  re- 
maining at  Amsterdam,"— to  which  Mr.  Robinson  replies,  also,  in 
the  last  section  of  this  volume,— also  two  small  treatises,  entitled 
respectively,  *'  A  Proof  that  God's  Decree  is  not  the  Cause  of  any 
Man's  Condemnation,  and  that  all  Men  are  redeemed  by  Clu'ist,  and 
that  no  Infants  arc  condemned,"  12mo.,  pp.  Ill  ;  and,  '*  An  Adver- 
tisement, or  Admonition,  unto  the  Congregation  which  Men  call 
NewEryelers,  in  the  Low  Countiies,  &c."  16mo.,  pp.94.  On  his 
return  to  England,  he  settled  in  London,  and  founded,  it  is  sup- 
posed, the  first  general  Baptist  Chuixh  in  this  country.  Nothmg 
IS  known  of  his  history  after  the  year  1612,  beyond  the  fact  of  Ins 
labouring  zealously  in  his  Master's  cause,  and  of  liis  suffering  greatly 
**  for  righteousness'  sake,"  till  1620,  when  he  was  released  from  his 
labours  and  trials  by  the  hand  of  death.  Vide  Crosby's  History  of 
the  Baptists,  vol.  i.,  pp.  269—276  ;  Brook's  Lives  of  the  Puritans, 
vol  ii  pp  279—282  ;  Ivimey's  History  of  the  Enghsh  Baptists, 
&c'  for  the  years  1610—1700,  vol.  ii.,  p.  505;  Hanbury's  Historical 
Memorials,  vol.  i.,  pp.  256,  267,  276,  293,  418  ;  Hanserd  Knollys 
Society's  Tracts  on  Liberty  of  Conscience,  and  Persecution,  1614— 
1661 ;  republished  in  1846. 
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having  entered  upon  the  execution  of  his  office  in  killing 
the  Ecyptian,  and  perceiving  that  the  thing  was  known, 
fled  out  of  Egypt,  for  fear  of  Pharaoh  into  Midian,  another 
country  also,  and  there  dwelt,  and  took  him  a  wife  :  dur- 
ing whose  time  of  exile,  and  abode  there,  the  Lord  also 
did  marvellously  communicate  himself  with  him,  and  called 
him  to  the  greatest  dignity  in  the  earth  :  which  was  to  be 
the  deliverer,  and  guide  of  his  peculiar  people.  Acts  vii 
25;  Exod.  ii.  12,  14,  15  ;  iii.  4,  18. 

Descend  we  next  unto  David,  whose  flights,  though  he 
wanted  no  true  courage,  how  many  were  they,  and  those 
also  from  the  tabernacle,  the  only  place  of  God's  special 
presence,  by  reason  of  Saul's  persecution,  not  only  in  his 
own  country,  where  he  was  driven  to  hide  himself  in  wil- 
dernesses, and  caves,  and  desert  mountains,  but  even  into 
strange,  and  profane  countries,  as  to  Gath  of  the  Philis- 
tines, and  to  Mizpeh  in  Moab,  1  Sam.  xix.  12;  xxi.  1.  10; 
xxii.  1,  3  :  all  whose  wanderings  God  did  count,  putting 
his  tears  in  his  bottle,  Psa.  Ivi.  8  :  and  directing  him  gra- 
ciously in  his  flights,  and  that  of  times,  even  for  such  me- 
ditations, as  are  left  for  the  instruction,  and  comfort  of  God's 
people  in  their  flights,  and  other  trials,  to  the  world's  end. 

We  do  also  read  of  Jeremiah  and  Baruch,  their  hiding 
themselves  from  danger,  Jer.  xxxvi.  19  :  and  of  Elijah  the 
prophet's  hiding  himself  by  the  Lord's  appointment  from 
Ahab's  cruelty:  and  how  the  Lord  did  extraordinarily  fur- 
nish him  for  his  further  flight  in  the  wilderness,  by  the 
ministry  of  his  angel.  1  Kings  xvii.  3  ;  xviii.  10  ;  xix.  3,  5. 
Yea,  we  have  even  Christ  our  Lord  himself,  when  Herod 
thought  to  kill  him,  in  his  infancy,  carried  into  Egypt  by 
Joseph,  with  Mary  his  mother,  whither  they  fled  to  keep 
the  babe  from  being  destroyed,  and  there  abode,  till  the 
danger  was  over.  Matt.  ii.  13 — 15  :  and  therein,  as  our 
head,  sanctifying  flight  in  his  mother's  arms,  to  all  his 
members  in  their  time,  who  are  partakers  of  the  fellow- 
ship of  his  afflictions,  and  of  this  amongst  the  rest.  Phil, 
iii.  10.  Which  liberty  he  did  also  sundry  times  in  his 
riper  years  use  himself,  and  so  ratify  unto  us,  by  avoiding 
the  places  of  danger,  where  his  enemies  were,  who  sought 
to  destroy  him  :  and  thereby  escaping  out  of  their  hands, 
till  his  hour  were  come,  unto  him  certainly,  and  infallibly 


Hosted  by  Google 


158  OF  RELIGIOUS  COMMUNION. 

known :  directing  his  disciples  also,  that  when  they  were 
persecuted  in  one  city  they  should  fly  unto  another :  and 
to  beware  of  men,  and  to  look  to  themselves.  Mark.  iii.  6, 
7  ;  Luke  iv.  29,  30  ;  John  It.  1,  3,  vii.  1,  x.  39  ;  Matt.  x. 
23.  Which  liberty  they  also  used  time  after  time,  as  ap- 
pears in  many  particulars  :  as  first,  in  all  the  church  at 
Jerusalem,  scattered  abroad,  and  dispersed,  save  the  apo- 
stles, by  means  of  persecution  :  with  whom  the  Lord  also 
was,  blessing  them  wheresover  they  came.  So,  in  Peter 
being  freed  from  Herod's  tyranny,  getting  him  to  another 
place.  Likewise  in  Paul  and  Barnabas  flying  from  Ico- 
nium  to  avoid  violence,  unto  Lystra,  as  Paul  had  done 
before  from  Damascus ;  where  to  avoid  the  lying  in  wait 
of  the  Jews  he  was  let  down  by  night  through  the  wall  of 
the  city,  by  a  rope  in  a  basket  In  which  his  base  flight 
he  doth  also  rejoice  afterwards,  as  being  one  of  his  infirm- 
ities or  sufferings  for  Christ.  Acts  viii.  1,  xi.  19—21,  xii. 
3,  4,  17,  xiv.  1,  5,  6 ;  ix.  23—25  ;  2  Cor.  xi.  30. 

Add  we  in  the  last  place,  that  which  is  written  of  the 
servants  of  God  elsewhere,  that  they  of  whom  the  world 
was  not  worthy,  did  by  faith  wander  up  and  down,  in 
sheepskins,  and  goatskins,  and  that  in  wildernesses,  and 
mountains,  and  dens,  and  caves  of  the  earth.  Heb.  xi. 
37—39. 

And  for  not  only  flight,  but  even  banishment  also,  we 
have  John  the  servant  of  Clirist  in  the  isle  called  Patmos 
for  the  word  of  God,  and  for  the  witnessing  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Eev.  i.  9  :  that  is,  banished,  and  confined  to  that 
isle,  by  the  Roman  emperor,  Avith  which  also  that  in  Isaiah, 
xvi.  4,  consorteth,  where  the  Lord  requires  of  Moab,  to 
let  his  banished  dwell  with  her.  Considering  then,  how 
2:)lainly,  and  expressly  the  Scriptures  sj^eak  in  the  point,  it 
is  marvel,  that  any,  making  them  their  direction,  should 
abridge  either  themselves,  or  others  ordinarily  of  the 
liberty  of  flight  in  persecution.  But  we  will  come  to  Mr. 
Plelwisse's  oppositions  against  it. 

And  as  he  hath  abetter  faculty  in  reviling  men's  persons, 
than  in  refuting  their  judgments,  so  begins  he  his  plea  with  a 
bitter  accusation  against  false-hearted  leaders,  who,  as  he 
saith,  to  be  sure  not  to  lose  their  lives  for  Christ,  flee  into 
strange  countries,  and  free  states,  and  draw  people  after 
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them,  to  support  their  kingdom,  &c. ;  seeking  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  as  far  they  may  with  their  safety.    Page  205, 

Kwe  principally  sought  our  earthly  good,  or  safety,  why 
did  we  not  abide  at  home,  or  why  return  we  not  thither, 
applying  ourselves  to  the  times,  as  so  many  thousands  do  ? 
that  I  may  not  allege,  that  by  seeking  such  a  kingdom  of 
heaven,  or  church,  as  out  of  which  we  should  throw  our 
children,  as  he  hath  done,  which  we  might  do  safely 
enough,  if  without  sin,  we  could  procure  to  ourselves  much 
more  earthly  help  and  furtherance,  in  the  country  where 
we  live,  as  he  knew  well.  And  for  dra\\ang  over  the  people, 
I  know  none  of  the  guides,  but  were  as  much  dra^^ii  over 
by  them,  as  drawing  them.  The  truth  is,  it  was  Mr.  Hel- 
wisse,  who  above  all,  either  guides  or  others,  fuiihered  this 
passage  into  strange  countries  :  and  if  any  brought  oars, 
he  brought  sails,  as  I  could  show  in  many  particulars,  and 
as  all  that  were  acquainted  with  the  manner  of  our  coming 
over,  can  witness  witli  me.  Neither  is  it  likely,  if  he,  and 
the  people  with  him  at  Amsterdam,  could  have  gone  on 
comfortably,  a^  they  desired,  that  the  unlawfulness  of  flight 
would  ever  have  troubled  him  :  but  more  than  likely  it  is 
that,  having  scattered  the  people,  by  his  heady  and  indis- 
creet courses,  and  otherwise  disabled  himself,  that  natural 
confidence,  which  abounded  in  him,  took  occasion,  under 
an  appearance  of  spiritual  courage,  to  press  him  upon  those 
desperate  courses,  which  he,  of  late,  hath  run.  By  which  he 
might  also  think  it  his  glory,  to  dare  and  challenge  king,  and 
state  to  their  faces,  and  not  to  give  way  to  them,  no  not  a 
foot :  as  indeed  it  far  better  agrees  with  a  bold  spirit,  and 
haughty  stomach,  thus  to  do,  than  with  the  apostle  in  the 
base  infirmity  of  Christ  to  be  let  down  through  a  wall  in  a 
basket,  and  to  run  away. 

But  we  will  weigh  his  reason  against  our  fligbxt.  And 
first,  he  accuseth  us,  page  'K)b,  that,  for  justifying  of  it  we 
pervert  Christ's  saying,  Matt.  x.  23,  which  is,  ^''  When  they 
persecute  you  in  one  city,  flee  into  another  :"  and  that 
Christ  there  bids  his  disciples,  when  they  are  persecuted  in 
one  city,  go  to  another,  to  preach  the  gospel :  because  they 
should  not  go  over  all  the  cities  of  Israel,  till  tlie  Son  of 
man  come. 

The   truth  is,  it  is  he  that  too  boldly  both  alters  the 
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words,  and  perverts  the  meaning  of  Christ,  in  putting 
going  to  preach,  for  fleeing  from  persecution:  which  liberty 
if  he  may  lawfully  use  against  the  Scriptures,  there  will 
then  be  for  us  no  lawful  Uberty  of  flight  indeed.  But  as  the 
word  (pevyere  is  properly,  and  necessarily  turned  "flee,"  so 
Christ,  saying  unto  them,  "  When  they  persecute  you,  flee," 
saith  unto  them  flee,  to  avoid  their  pei^secution,  as  they 
also  afterwards  did.  Yet  because  he  directs  his  speech, 
immediately,  to  the  twelve  apostles  designed,  who  were  by 
their  oflice  to  preach,  as  to  all  the  world,  so  first  to  the 
Jews,  he  chargeth  them  not  to  think  themselves  freed,  by 
their  persecution,  from  preaching,  nor  so  to  flee  as  to  for; 
get,  or  neglect  their  oflice  of  apostleship,  but  that  still,  in 
their  fleeing  they  should  remember  their  special  calling  : 
telling  them  both  for  their  provocation,  and  comfort,  that 
before  they  would  pass  through  all  the  cities  of  Israel  he 
would  come,  to  wit,  by  the  more  glorious  work  of  his 
Spirit,  for  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom.  So  that  in 
the  words  of  Christ  to  his  apostles,  two  things  are  con- 
tained :  the  former  a  liberty  of  flight  in  persecution,  and  the 
same  so  evidently,  as  that  an  angel  from  heaven  teaching 
the  contrary,  were  not  to  be  believed ;  the  other,  a  charge 
so  to  fly,  as  that  for  any  persecution,  they  ceased  not  to 
preach  whithersoever  they  were  driven.  And  so  the  answer 
is  easy  to  that  which  followeth,  namely,  that  we  flee  to 
cities  of  a  strange  country  to  whom  we  cannot  preach,  &c. 
For  1,  It  is  the  fulfilling  of  our  oflice  if  we  preach  to  the 
particular  flocks  over  which  we  are  set,  not  being  apostles, 
as  they  were  :  though  I  could  also  allege,  that  we  have  so 
preached  to  others  in  those  cities,  as  that  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God  working  Avith  us,  we  have  gained  more  to  the 
Lord,  thanMr.  Helwisse's  church  consists  of.  And  secondly, 
I  would  know,  how  he,  and  the  people  with  him  have 
preached  to  the  city  of  London?  Surely  not  as  the  apostles 
did,  in  the  synagogues,  and  public  places  :  much  less  do 
they  flee,  being  persecuted  (or  go,  if  so  they  will  have  it), 
from  city  to  city,  to  preach,  as  did  the  apostles. 

Wliere  he,  Mr.  Helwisse,  further  objecteth  that  our  flee- 
ing is  to  save  ourselves  from  being  as  sheep  in  the  midst 
of  wolves,  and  from  behig  delivered  up  to  councils,  &c., 
pp.  205 — 207  :  I  answer,  that  as  these  trials  did  necessarily 
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follow  upon  the  apostles'  callings,  as  being  to  be  employed 
amongst  unbelieving  Jews,  and  Gentiles,  in  their  ordinary 
ministration,  so  do  they  not  in  like  manner,  or  measure  of 
necessity,  lie  upon  us,  who  are  appointed  to  feed  the  par- 
ticular flocks  of  believers,  over  which  we  are  set.  Actsxx. 
17,  28;  1  Pet.  v.  1.  Only  they  teach,  that,  if  God  so 
dispose  of  us,  and  that  we  cannot  by  good  means  avoid  the 
same,  we  then  patiently,  and  in  faith  give  witness  to 
Christ's  truth,  and  testament,  by  suffering  these,  and  all 
other  kind  of  evils.  The  Scriptures  in  many  places  exhort 
unto  poverty,  hunger,  nakedness,  loss  of.  goods,  and  lands 
for  Christ's  sake  ;  must  now  the  servants  of  God,  therefore, 
necessarily  be  poor,  and  destitute  of  outward  necessaries  ? 
Some  indeed  upon  these  grounds  have  vowed  wilful  poverty : 
as  did  this  man  upon  the  like,  vow  (it  seems)  wilful 
persecution. 

Touching  tlie  practice  of  the  apostles.  Acts  v.  19,  20,  40, 
42,  and  viii.  1,  I  answer  that  at  other  times  those  very 
apostles  did  fly  persecution ;  as  did  also  Paul,  though  of 
both  as  great  courage,  and  zeal,  as  any  other.  But  for  that 
present  they  were  tied  to  that  very  place,  and  might  not 
depart  thence,  but  were  at  Jerusalem  first  soundly  to  pub- 
lish and  plant  the  gospel  of  Christ:  as  also  thence  to  send, 
or  go  to  other  places,  as  they  were  occasioned.  Luke  xxiv.  47 ; 
Acts  i.  8.  And  (excepting  the  extraordinar}^  occasion  of  the 
apostles)  the  latter  of  the  scriptures  he  brings,  is  directly 
against  him :  where  it  is  said  that  the  whole  church  at 
Jeiaisalem  was  scattered  abroad,  and  dispersed,  by  reason 
of  persecution.  And  for  their  preaching  to  their  country- 
men the  Jews,  where  they  came  ;  and,  as  they  had  occasion, 
to  the  Gentiles,  it  is  that  we  also  do,  and  desire  to  do,  as 
we  have  occasion,  and  means :  this  being  always  remem- 
bered, that  we  are  distinct  and  entire  congregations,  in 
ourselveSj  which  they  were  not.  Acts  v.  19,  20  ;  viii.  14 ; 
and  xi.  22. 

Where  in  the  next  place  he  notes,  for  his  purpose,  the 
assault  made  against  Paul  and  Barnabas  in  Iconium,  Acts 
xiv.  5,  he  should  also  have  noted  for  the  truth's  sake,  that, 
ver.  6,  they  being  aware  of  it,  fled  to  Lystra,  and  Derbe. 
And  for  their  returning  again  into  the  places  where  they 
had  been  persecuted,  ver.  21,  22,  first,  their  persecutions  in 
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those  places  had  heen  but  by  the  tumultuous  multitude, 
by  the  provocation  of  the  Jews,  which  like  a  tempest,  were 
soon  over,  and  not  by  any  stablished  law^s,  or  settled  course 
of  justice ;  and  secondly,  it  was  but  the  apostles'  duties,  as 
being  universal  men,  and  having  upon  them  the  care  of  all 
the  churches,  2  Cor.  xi.  28,  and  not  being  tied  to  any 
certain  congregation  as  we  are. 

The  commendations  given  of  the  churches  of  Thessa- 
lonica,  2  Thess.  i.  4,  and  of  Pergamos,  Eev.  ii.  13,  for  their 
patience  in  affliction,  and  that  dwelling  where  Satan's  throne 
was,  they  kept  Christ's  name,  even  when  Antipas  was 
martyred,  do  not  reprove  our  practice  at  all,  p.  207  :  the 
like  commendations  being  elsewhere  given  of  others,  as  I 
have  shown,  for  keeping  the  faith  w^ith  holiness,  in  their 
■wandering  flight  from  one  place,  and  country  to  another. 
Heb.  xi.  1,  2,  37,  38.  The  apostle,  1  Cor.  vii.,  commends 
them  w^ho  keep  themselves  single  to  avoid  trouble  in  the 
flesh,  and  that  they  may  be  the  more  free  for  the  Lord  : 
doth  he  therefore  condemn  them  that  marry  in  the  Lord  to 
avoid  fornication?  Or  doth  he  not  commend  both,  as  do- 
ing well  ?  and  either  in  doing  better,  in  divers  regards  ? 
He  that  is  in  danger  of  imcleanness  cloth  better  to  marry: 
and  he  that  is  without  that  danger,  and  can  more  freely,  in 
a  single  state,  give  himself  to  the  Lord,  doth  better  in  that 
respect,  so  to  abide.  So  is  it  in  flight,  wdiich  is  allowed, 
nay  required,  against  natural  fear,  and  many  other  both 
inconveniences,  and  evils,  ordinarily,  in  persecution,  as  is 
marriage  against  fornication  besides,  as  those  churches 
laiew^  not,  happily,  w^hether  to  go  to  be  better,  in  those  days, 
so  neither  was  their  j)ersccution  such,  but  that  they  might 
enjoy  their  mutual  fellowship  and  ministers,  and  bring  up 
their  children  and  families  in  the  information  of  the  Lord, 
and  his  truth,  though  with  great  persecution  even  of  some 
particular  men  unto  death,  at  times,  and  by  occasions, 
which  in  England  all  men  know,  we  could  not  possibly  do. 
That  which  he  adds,  p.  2'20,  of  Christ's  enjoining  the 
man  dispossessed  of  the  devil,  to  go  home  to  his  friends, 
and  show  them  what  great  things  the  Lord  had  done  for 
him,  makes  as  much  against  themselves  as  us.  For  why 
go  not  they  home  every  one  to  his  friends,  for  that  end, 
but  abide  in  London  \Yhere  fewest  of  their  friends  are  ? 


Hosted  by  Google 


OF  FLIGHT  IN  PERSECUTION.  163 

It  is,  then,  his  ignorance  to  tie  all  by  that  special  com- 
mandment. At  another  time  Christ  would  not  suffer  one, 
so  much  as  to  go  home,  and  bid  his  friends  farewell :  nor 
another  to  bury  his  father,  before  they  followed  him,  Luke 
ix.  59 — 62  ;  as  here  on  the  contraiy  he  would  not  suffer  this 
man  to  follow  him,  but  sends  him  back  to  his  friends  :  but 
doth  not  at  all  therein  forbid  him  flight  in  persecution,  as 
Mr.  Helwisse  gathereth. 

That  we  should  not  fear  men,  which  can  kill  the  body, 
but  deny  ourselves,  S:c.  :  we  do  acknowledge,  and  by  the 
grace  of  God,  so  practise.  We  have  not  feared  men,  that 
is  so  feared  them,  as  for  their  persecutions,  to  deny  any 
part  of  the  truth  of  Christ  known  unto  us,  or  any  way  to 
sm  against  the  same :  but  do  keep,  as  frail  men,  a  good 
conscience  in  the  obedience  of  all  the  parts  thereof:  hav- 
ing also  (the  gior}^  be  the  Lord's  !  who  hath  shown  us  his 
mercy,  and  enabled  us  thereunto)  learnt  to  deny  ourselves, 
though  with  much  weakness,  in  our  countiy,  friends,  pos- 
sessions, riches,  credits,  Hberty,  yea  and  in  our  lives  also 
in  resolution,  and  will,  for  Christ  s  sake,  and  truth  :  and, 
withal,  to  suffer  those  kinds  of  afflictions,  for  the  avoiding 
of  v,iiich,  many  have  withdrawn  from  the  same  truth,  for 
which  they  have  offered  their  lives  to  a  magistrate,  as 
resolvedly,  as  this  man  hath  his  for  his  errors. 

Wliere  he  saith  further,  that  the  cities  where  we  are, 
neither  receive  us,  nor  the  word  we  bring,  other^dse  than 
they  receive  Turks  and  Jews,  he  speaks  veiy  untruly  both 
of  them,  and  us,  as,  were  it  of  use,  I  could  show  evidently. 
And  lastly,  to  his  demand,  page  >21L  when  we  will  shake 
of  the  dust  of  our  feet  for  a  witness  against  the  city,  or 
house,  that  will  not  receive  us,  and  depart  thence  as  the 
apostles  did  ?  I  answer,  when  we  are  apostles,  as  they 
were :  and  do  again  ask,  why  did  not  he,  and  why  do  not 
his  companions  shake  off'  the  dust  of  their  feet  against 
London,  which  receives  them  not  at  all?  And  if  the  churches 
of  Christ  be  thus  to  shake  off  the  dust  of  their  feet  against 
the  cities,  which  receive  not  their  doctrine,  how  could 
the  church  of  Pergamos  be  commended  for  dwelling,  and 
continuing  in  that  city,  which  received  not  the  truth,  but 
had  on  the  contrary,  Satan's  throne  established  in  it,  and 
persecuted  the  martyrs  of  the  tiaith  unto  death  ? 
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For  flight,  then,  thus  much.  As  we  read  that  Christ 
our  Lord,  the  prophets  and  apostles,  did  at  some  times, 
and  ordinarily,  avoid  and  flee  persecution,  and  at  other 
times  not;  so  are  we  to  know,  that  there  are  times  and 
occasions  seasonable  for  both.  Neither  are  the  words  of 
Christ,  "When  they  persecute  you,  flee,"  an  absolute  com- 
mandment, as  he  thinketh,  any  more  than  those  of  the 
master  to  his  servant,  "When  thou  hast  served  me,  eat  thou 
and  drink  thou."  Luke  xvii,  8.  They  are  a  grant  of 
liberty,  and  a  direction  how  to  use  it.  As  we,  then,  shall 
perceive  either  our  flying  or  abiding  to  be  most  for  God's 
glory  and  the  good  of  men,  especially  of  our  family  and 
those  nearest  unto  us,  and  for  our  own  furtherance  in 
holiness ;  and  as  we  have  strength  to  wade  through  the 
dangers  of  persecutions,  so  are  we  with  good  conscience  to 
use  the  one  or  other.  Which,  our  hope  and  comfort  also 
is,  we  have  done  in  these  our  days  of  sorrow^ ;  some  of  us 
coming  over  by  banishment,  and  others  othei^ise. 

And  thus  have  I  answered  whatsoever  in  this  book  hath 
any  colour  of  reason  against  our  flight  in  persecution. 
His  rash  and  ungodly  censures,  both  upon  our  practice 
and  persons,  yea  upon  the  very  secret  intents  of  our 
hearts,  I  do  of  purpose  pass  by,  as  being  the  fruit  of  his 
stout  stomach,  and  heart  soured  with  his  own  leaven ; 
assuring  myself,  that  no  wise  man  will  for  the  same, 
either  think  us  the  less,  or  him  the  more,  truly  zealous. 

But,  for  that  divers  weak  persons  have  been  troubled 
and  abused  by  some  other  things  in  the  same  book,  in 
which  also  he  much  insulteth,  and  that  over  myself 
amongst  and  above  others,  I  think  it  fit  in  this  place  to 
annex  an  answer  to  that  part  of  it  which  is  directed 
against  us,  whom  he,  with  others,  miscalls  Brownists,  and 
and  against  our  (falsely  called  by  him,  false)  profession. 


CHAPTEK  IV. 


THE  OUTWARD  BAPTISM  RECEH^ED  IN  ENGLAND  IS  LAWFULLY 
RETAINED. 

And  to  prove  our  profession  of  Christ  false,  and  us,  the 
teachers,  false  prophets  he  takes  his  flrst  ground  out  of  our 
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Apology,  where  a  true  visible  church  is  described,  "a 
company  of  people  called  and  separated  from  the  world  by 
the  Word  of  God,"  &c.  ;  and  thereupon  concludes  peremp- 
torily, pages  1 23,  124,  of  his  "  Mystery,"  that  we  are  all  mere 
infidels,  unbelievers,  and  without  Christ ;  and  taking  it  for 
our  own  grant,  that  before  our  separation  w^e  were  of  the 
world,  that  is,  of  them  that  hate  Christ,  and  cannot  receive 
the  spirit  of  truth,  and  that  believe  not  in  Christ,  but  lie  in 
wickedness,  John  vii.  7;  xiv.  17;  xvi.  9;  xvii.  25;  1  John 
V.  19;  he  goes  about  to  prove,  that  if  then  we  wxre  of  the 
world,  we  are  so  still,  because  we  have  not  been  joined  to 
Christ  by  amending  our  lives,  and  by  being  baptized,  and 
so  by  putting  on  of  Christ  by  baptism.  Acts  ii.  38 ;  Gal. 
iii.  27. 

The  effect,  then,  of  all  is,  that,  because  we  have  not 
taken  up  a  new  outward  washing,  or  baptism,  for  that  of 
amendment  of  life,  he  but  adds  for  fashion,  as  he  hath 
done,  therefore  we  are  of  the  W'Orld,  infidels,  haters  of 
Christ,  and  what  not. 

For  answer,  then,  first,  we  gi'ant  that,  remaining  in  the 
assemblies,  ^\e  were  not  separated  from  the  world,  to  wit, 
in  our  fellowship ;  but  doth  it  follow,  thereupon,  that  till 
our  separation  we  were  of  the  world,  namely  in  om-  per- 
sons? Which  is  as  if  he  should  conclude,  that  because 
in  a  confused  heap,  as  are  the  assemblies,  the  good  stones 
are  not  severed  from  the  rubbish,  therefore  even  they,  as 
the  rest,  are  rubbish  also.  ^Were  such  of  the  Corinthians 
as  through  error,  or  evil  custom,  or  other  infirmity,  con- 
tinued communion  with  the  idolaters  in  their  idolatrous 
feastings  in  the  idol  temples,  (whom  the  apostle  therefore 
exhorts  to  separate  themselves,  and  to  come  from  among 
them,  2  Cor.  vi.  17,  18,)  were  they,  I  say,  infidels  and  dark- 
ness ?  or,  doth  not  the  same  apostle  there  exjDressly  call 
them  believers,  light,  righteousness,  notwithstanding  that 
their  great  failing  and  evil  of  ignorance,  or  human  frailty, 
out  of  which  the  Lord  did  call  them  ?  Or  was  Mr.  Hel- 
wisse  himself,  all  the  while  he  was  imseparated,  an  infidel, 
without  Christ  and  his  spirit,  and  hating  him?  If  so  he 
were,  considering  the  great  show  he  made  of  faitli  and 
love,  in  and  to  Christ,  and  the  singular  manifestations  of 
the  Spirit,  he  was  a  notorious  hypocrite  as  the  earth  bore  : 
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but  if,  on  the  contrary,  he  did  not  then  hate  Christ,  but 
had  faith  and  grace,  though  in  never  so  small  a  measure, 
his  proof  is  of  no  force,  but  he  himself  proved  a  vain 
man,  that  would  deny  the  grace  of  God  in  himself,  to  ad- 
vantage an  error  against  other  men ;  which  is  a  kind  of 
blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  though  not  of  malice, 
as  was  that  of  the  Pharisees,  yet  of  preposterous  and  per- 
verse zeal,  of  which  I  wish  all  the  Lord's  people  may 
beware. 

Secondly,  It  is  not  true  he  saith,  that  none  can  come 
and  be  joined  to  Christ  without  baptism.  The  Scriptures 
testify,  that  so  many  as  believe  in  Christ,  receive  him,  are 
engrafted  into  him,  having  him  living  in  them,  and  dwell- 
ing in  their  hearts.  John  i.  12  ;  Eom.  xi.  20  ;  Gal.  ii.  20  ; 
Eph.  iii.  17.  V/hich  faith  is  before  baptism,  in  some  men 
a  longer  time,  in  some,  a  shorter,  and  in  some,  also  dying 
unbaptized.  Matt.  viii.  10;  xv.  28;  Acts  x.  4,  35 ;  Luke 
xxiii.  40,  &c.  And  according  to  this  was  the  tenor  of 
Christ's  commission  to  his  apostles,  by  teaching  to  make 
disciples  or  Christians,  and  to  bring  men  to  believe,  and 
afterwards  to  baptize  them.  Matt,  xxviii.  19  ;  Acts  xi.  26; 
Mark  xvi.  1 6.  And  to  baptize  any  of  years,  but  being 
before  joined  to  Christ  by  actual  faith,  and  so  making 
manifestation,  were  to  profane  God's  ordinance.  Neither 
is  it  Paul's  meaning,  where  he  tells  the  Galatians,  that 
"  they  which  had  been  baptized  into  Christ,  had  j)ut  on 
Christ,"  that  they  were  not  joined  to  Christ  before  their 
outward  baptism,  but  to  show  that  their  baptism  was  a 
lively  sign  of  their  union  with,  and  incorporation  into 
Christ,  and  participation  of  the  washing  of  his  blood  and 
Spirit,  as  also  an  effectual  means  more  and  more  to  apjDly 
the  same  unto  them ;  being  all  their  life  long  to  ]Dut  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  new  man,  as  the  same  apostle 
teacheth,  Eom.  xiii.  14  ;  Eph.  iv.  24.  And  for  Acts  ii.  35, 
it  shows,  indeed,  that  they  who  believe  and  repent  are  to 
be  bai:)tized,  to  wit,  being  unbaptized  before,  as  they  then 
were,  and  as  we  now  are  not;  God  having  also  added  to 
the  outward  washing  or  baptism,  though  in  the  false 
chm^ch,  the  inward  washing  of  the  Spirit  tore^Dentance  and 
amendment  of  life. 

To  his  inference,  pages  127,  128,  that  "if  England  be 
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Babylon,  out  of  which  the  Lord's  people  are  to  come,  and 
baptism  the  seal  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  as  we  teach, 
then  we  retain  the  baptism  of  Babylon  thereby  to  be 
sealed  unto  the  covenant  of  grace :"  I  answer,  that  we  re- 
tain the  seal  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  though  ministered 
in  Babylon ;  and  not  the  baptism  of  Babylon,  but  the 
baptism  of  the  Lord  in  itself,  and  by  the  Babylonians 
spiritual,  usurped  and  profaned;  but,  by  faith  and  the 
Spirit,  now  sanctified  to  our  use.  W^ich  we  therefore 
retain,  as  we  do  the  same  gospel  or  covenant,  by  the  same 
men  and  means  there  taught  and  administered  unto  us ; 
bringing  both  the  one  and  other  thence,  as  were  the  holy 
vessels  of  the  Lord's  house  of  old,  brought  out  of  Babylon 
civil,  after  their  profanation  there.  Dan.  v.  1 — 4;  Ezrai. 
7 — 9.  And  as  w^ell  may  the  doctrines  of  faith,  there 
ministered  and  thence  brought  by  us,  be  called  the  stolen 
bread  of  Babylon,  as  he,  in  w^antonness  of  wit,  calls  the 
baptism  the  stolen  waters  of  Babylon. 

So  that  it  is  neither  true  he  saith,  that  we  were  infidels, 
and  without  Christ,  till  our  separation :  nor  that  men  are 
made  Christians  by  baptism  :  nor  that  w-e  retain  the  baptism 
of  Babylon.  Neither  yet,  though  we  ought  to  receive 
a  new  outward  washing,  w^hich  we  neither  think  nor  he 
j^roves,  it  being  but  our  failing  of  ignorance  in  an  outward 
ordinance,  were  we  thereby  debarred  from  being  true 
Christians,  no,  nor  from  being  a  true  visible  church. 

And  as  I  have  elsewhere  proved-  against  others,  wdth 
whom  these  men  consort,  and  both  of  them,  herein,  with 
the  Papists,  that  the  church  is  not  gathered,  nor  men 
thereinto  admitted,  by  baptism ;  so  will  I  here  for  the 
same  purpose  further  add  these  reasons. 

And,  first.  The  church  is  not  given  to  baptism,  but 
baptism,  on  the  contrary,  to  the  church  :  as  are  all  other 
the  Lord's  public  ordinances  and  oracles.  Rom.  iii.  2 ; 
Psa.  cxlvii.  10,  '-20.  And  since  baptism  is  a  public  action, 
it  cannot  be  performed  but  by  pubhc  authority  in  and  of 
the  church,  which  church,  therefore,  must  be  presupposed 
and  before  it. 

'2.  John  the  Baptist  did,  as  we  know,  baptize  many,  but 
yet  neither  gathered  clunches,  nor  received  men  into  them, 
*  Vide  "  Justification."  vol.  ii.  pp.  293—303. 
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Matt.  iii.  5,6;  but  lived  and  died  himself  a  member  of  the 
Jewish  church.  Matt.  xi.  11.  Therefore  the  church  is  not 
gathered  by  baptism. 

3.  If  men  be  received  into  the  church  by  baptism,  then 
must  they,  as  occasion  is,  be  cast  out  by  being  unbaptized ; 
and  so  if  God  again  give  them  repentance,  they  must  be  re- 
ceived in  by  a  second  baptism,  and  so  by  a  third  or  fourth,  if 
occasion  be.  The  truth  is,  such  men  must  renew  their 
covenant  with  God  and  his  church,  by  which  they  were 
at  the  first  received,  but  not  their  outward  baptism,  to 
which  these  and  other  men's  fancy  leadeth. 

4.  To  receive  in  and  so  to  cast  out  members,  are  dis- 
pensations of  Christ's  kingly  office  :  whereas,  baptism  is  a 
work  of  his  prophecy;  which  is,  indeed,  to  be  joined  with 
men's  admission  into  the  church,  and  to  follow  upon  it 
immediately,  if  the  persons  be  not  before  baptized. 

Lastly,  If  the  church  be  gathered  by  baptism,  then  will 
Mr.  Helwisse's  church  appear  to  all  men  to  be  built  upon 
the  sand,  considering  the  baptism  it  had  and  hath  :  which 
was,  as  I  have  heard  from  themselves,  on  this  manner : 
Mr.  Smyth,  Mr.  Helwisse,  and  the  rest,  having  utterly 
dissolved  and  disclaimed  their  former  church  state  and 
ministry,  came  together  to  erect  a  new  church  by  baptism ; 
unto  which  they  also  ascribed  so  great  virtue,  as  that  they 
would  not  so  much  as  pray  together  before  they  had  it. 
And  after  some  straining  of  courtesy  who  should  begin, 
and  that,  of  John  Baptist,  Matt.  iii.  14,  misalleged,  Mr. 
Smyth  baptized  first  himself,  and  next  Mr.  Helwisse,  and 
so  the  rest,  making  their  particular  confessions.  Now  to 
let  pass  his  not  sanctifying  a  public  action  by  public 
prayer,  1  Tim.  iv.  4,  5  ;  his  taking  unto  himself  that 
honour  which  was  not  given  him,  either  immediately  from 
Christ  or  by  the  church,  Heb.  v.  4  ;  his  baptizing  himself, 
which  was  more  than  Christ  himself  did,  Matt.  iii.  14:1  de- 
mand, into  what  church  lie  entered  by  baptism  ?  or,  entering 
by  baptism  into  no  church,  how  his  baptism  could  be  true  by 
their  own  doctrine  ?  Or,  Mr.  Smyth  s  baptism  not  being 
true,  nor  he,  by  it,  entering  into  any  church,  how  Mr. 
ITelwisse's  baptism  could  be  true,  or  into  what  church  he 
entered  by  it?  These  things  thus  being,  all  wise  men 
will  think  that  he  had  small  cause  either  to  be  so  much 
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enamoured  of  his  own  baptism,  or  so  highly  to  despise 
other  men's  for  the  unorderly  or  otherwise  unlawful  ad- 
ministration of  it.* 

The  next  clamour  he  raiseth  is  against  our  prophets, 
whom  he  so  falsifieth,  as  if  by  oft  and  much  so  calling 
them,  he  would  make  them  such,  viz.  that  to  di-aw  people 
to  separate,  we  call  and  prove  England,  Babylon,  Sodom, 
and  Egypt,  out  of  which  God's  people  must  come ;  but 
after,  when  we  would  persuade  to  the  retaining  of  the 
baptism  there  received,  we  call  it  rebellious  and  apostate 
Israel,  whose  circumcision  was  not  to  be  repeated,  wdien 
upon  their  repentance  they  came  unto  the  passover.  For 
the  reproof  of  which  our  doctrine,  he  affirmeth  some,  and 
inferreth  sundry  other  untruths.  As,  first,  that  we  teach 
men  to  retain  the  first  and  chief  badge  or  mark  of  Babylon, 
which  is  their  baptism,  the  seal  of  the  covenant  of  grace 
as  we  say. 

This  challenge  I  answered  even  now ;  and  shall  further, 
hereafter,  justify,  the  Lord  assisting  me,  the  retaining  our 
outward  washing  without  repetition:  as  I  have  also  dis- 
proved that  his  second  affirmation,  that  there  cannot  be  a 
church  of  unbaptized  Christians. 

Besides,  it  is  not  true  he  saith,  that  w^e  have  no  other  seal 
for  our  whole  Christianity,  than  the  baptism  we  received  in 
England.  We  have,  besides  the  inward  seal  of  the  Spirit, 
and  faith,  the  promises  of  the  gospel,  and  supper  of  the 
Lord,  with  many  experiments  of  tlie  love  of  God,  sealing 
and  confirming  unto  us,  that  we  are  Christ's. 

His  peremptory  affirmation,  page  1'29,  that  "  we  might 
have  cried  long  enough,  Come  from  Israel,  and  se|)arate 
yourselves  from  Israel,  before  any  fearing  God,  or  having 

"*■  This  fact  of  Mr.  Smyth's  first  baptizing  liimself,  and  then  ]Mr. 
Hehvisse,  has  been  doubted  by  Mr.  Smyth's  biographers.  Crossby 
and  Ivimey,  in  their  respective  Histories  of  the  English  Baptists, 
are  entirely  sceptical  on  the  subject ;  but  ^h\  Robinson's  testimony 
must  be  considered  unimpeachable,  he  having  heard,  as  he  declares, 
the  fact  "  from  themselves."  It  was  cui'rently  reported  and  belicTed 
in  Holland.  'Mr.  Smyth  liimself  justifies  such  a  course  of  proceeding 
when  necessity  requires  it.  Vide  his  "Character  of  the  Beast,  &c.,"  p. 
58,  Ed.  1609  ;  Ivimey's  Histoiy  of  the  English  Baptists,  vol.  i.  p. 
115  ;  Hanbury's  Historical  Memorials,  vol.  i.  p.  267.  VUe  also 
vol.  i.  of  this  work,  Notes,  pp.  452,  453. 
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understanding  of  his  tmtb,  would  have  followed  us,"  is  but 
his  wild  guess,  without  warrant.  And  the  fear  of  God 
being  the  same,  in  the  hearts  of  his  people  now,  and  of  old, 
yea,  greater  conscience  of  sin  being  required  now,  accord- 
ing to  the  greater  measure  of  revelation,  why  should  not 
the  conscience  of  the  like  estate  of  England  as  well  persuade 
men  to  separate  themselves  fi^om  the  apostacy  thereof,  to 
the  true  chmxh  and  ordinances,  as  it  did  such  of  all  the 
tribes  of  Israel,  as  set  their  hearts  to  seek  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel,  to  separate  themselves,  with  the  priests,  and 
Levites,  from  Jeroboam's  apostacy,  to  Judah  and  Jerusalem? 
2  Chron.  xi.  13,  16. 

Of  like  truth  with  the  foiTiier,  is  his  after- affinnation, 
page  129,  that  if  we  were  true  Israelites  before  our  separa- 
tion, then  all  we  left  behind  us  are  true  Israelites  :  for  so 
all  the  ten  tribes  under  Jeroboam  were  true  Israelites  :  and 
all  we  in  the  assemblies  before  our  separation  were  in  one 
estate,  &c. 

It  is  true,  that  the  ten  tribes  in  their  apostacy,  were  true 
Israelites,  naturally,  and  so  were  the  Ishmaelites,  and  Edom- 
ites  Abraham's  time  natural  seed.  But  what  is  this  to  om- 
question,  which  is  not  about  men's  natural  estate,  but 
about  their  religions,  and  church-state?  The  church  is  not 
a  natural  estate,  neither  was  Abraham  and  Israel  God's 
peculiar  j^eople  and  church  by  nature,  for  they  were  by 
natm-e  children  of  wrath,  as  well  as  others,  Eph.  ii.  3,  but 
by  grace,  and  because  God  loved  them  above  other  people, 
and  separated  them  into  covenant  with  himself  Deut.  vii. 
6 — 8.  Our  question  then  being  about  religion,  and  men's 
religious  estate,  and  as  they  are  worshippers  of  God,  Christ 
our  Lord  teacheth  us  in  Nathaniel's  jDerson,  who  are  true 
Israelites:  namely  they  in  whom  there  is  no  guile.  John  i. 
41.  And  Paul  telleth  us,  that  he  is  not  a  Jew,  who  is  a 
Jew  outwardly,  nor  that  circumcision,  which  is  outward  in 
the  flesh,  but  that  he  is  a  Jew,  who  is  one  within,  and  that 
circumcision,  which  is  of  the  heart,  Sec.  But  for  the  ten 
tribes,  or  other  Abraham's  natural  seed,  in  their  rebellion 
against  the  Lord  they  were  of  true  plants,  degenerate,  and 
changed  into  the  plants  of  a  strange,  or  false  vine.  Jer.  ii. 
21.  They  were  true  Israelites,  as  a  thief  is  a  true  man, 
to  wit,  natui'ally ;  but  not  he,  morally ;    much  less  they, 


Hosted  by  Google 


THE  OUTWAED  BAPTISM  lAWFUIXY  EETAINED.  171 

spirituallj,  or  in  the  consideration  of  religion,  of  which 
we  speak. 

And  for  us,  it  foUoweth  not,  that  because  we  came  from 
the  parish  assembUes,  therefore  all  that  we  left  behind  us 
were  true  Israehtes,  as  we.  For  then  the  main  cause  of 
our  separation  had  been  taken  away.  We  did  even  there, 
by  the  great  mercy  of  God,  receive  grace  to  be  in  our 
measure  Nathaniels,  and  without  guile :  and  so  to  serve  God, 
and  walk  with  men,  though  we  were  ignorant  of  many  of 
Christ's  ordinances,  as  was  Nathaniel  without  guile,  when 
he  was  ignorant  of  his  person,  which  to  say  of  all  in  the 
assembhes,  and  that  they  are  Nathaniels,  were  false  and 
foolish.  Neither  could  iMi\  H.  without  being  reproved  by 
his  own  heart,  say  that,  when  he  was  a  professor  in  England 
there  was  no  difference  between  him,  and  the  atheists,  and 
epicures  in  the  parishes,  though  in  that  confused  state  of 
things  they,  and  he  were  of  one  and  the  same  visible 
church. 

Lastly,  To  pass  by  his  misputting  the  words,  and  mis- 
interpreting the  meaning  of  them  that  wi^ote  the  Apology, 
by  taking  that,  as  meant  of  the  members  of  the  assem- 
blies, which  was  spoken  of  such  as  were  separated ;  as 
also  his  bitter  upbraiding  them  with  ignorant  dissimu- 
lation and  flattery,  through  his  own  rash  ignorance,  that 
which  he  affirm eth  of  Judah's  never  denying  Israel  to  be  her 
sister,  is  his  saying,  vvdtbout  proof  or  explanation. 

What  Judah  thought  of  her,  appears  by  the  speech  of 
Abijah  the  king,  2  Chron.  xiii.  4 — 7,  Sec  :  and  what  the  Lord 
thought  of  her,  we  shall  show  hereafter ;  howsoever  they 
are  called  sisters  sometimes  in  respect  of  their  joint  estate 
before  the  division,  Ezek.  xxiii.  2 — 4,  and  so  Edom  also  was 
called  Israel's  brother,  in  respect  of  their  first  fathers, 
Numb.  XX.  14 ;  Obad.  x.  12  :  sometimes  in  respect  of  their 
concurrence  in  iniquity,  and  so  Sodom  also  is  called  a 
third  sister  with  them.  Ezek.  x^'i.  46.  And  yet  were  not  their 
estates  alike,  no  not  the  two  likest  of  them,  though  both 
evil.  For  there  is,  besides  good  and  evil,  as  was  Judah  in 
her  integrity,  and  Israel  in  her  aposta-oy,  evil,  and  worse, 
both  in  persons  and  tbings,  though  both  evil,  compared 
together.  And  so  as  the  evils  in  England  are  of  divers 
degrees,  and  kinds,  we  do  proportionably,  by  way  of  resemb- 
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lance,  term  it  apostate  Israel,  Babylon,  Sodom,  and  Egypt, 
spiritually  so  called.  In  respect  of  the  spiritual  external 
government  there,  not  in  the  hands  of  the  son  of  David, 
Christ,  the  King  of  saints,  but  of  his  usurping  ladversaiy, 
the  prelacy,  and  of  the  apostate  priesthood  thence  derived: 
of  the  will-worship,  though  of  the  true  God  :  of  the  forged 
holy-days,  and  other  the  like  defections,  we  call  it  apostate 
Israel;  in  regard  of  the  great  and  monstrous  confusion 
there  both  of  persons  and  things,  with  the  spiritual  bondage 
of  the  Lord's  people  to  the  prelacy,  Babylon;  in  regard  of  the 
same  bondage,  together  with  the  Egyptian  darkness  spi- 
ritual, with  other  the  spiritual  botches,  and  plagues,  upon 
the  souls  of  the  body  of  that  church,  Egypt :  and  lastly 
Sodom,  in  respect  of  the  iniquity  of  Sodom  abounding 
there,  as  pride,  fulness  of  bread,  idleness,  and  want  of 
mercy  towards  the  poor,  Ezek.  xvi.  49  :  with  contempt  of 
heavenly  admonition.     Gen.  xix.  9,  lir-^^ 

The  next  thing  he  reproveth  is  our  distinction  of 
churches,  and  so  of  sacraments  into  true,  false,  and  none.f 
And  having  in  the  first  place  liberally  reproached  us,  he 
inveighs  greatly  against  our  distinctions  in  general,  and 
the  several  respects  we  put  of  things  :  betraying  plainly 
therein  his  tumultuous  ignorance,  by  which  he  would  con- 
found, and  blunder  all  things  together  :  whereas  there  is 
nothing  more  necessary  for  the  just  knowledge  of  things, 
and  ending  of  controversies,  than  distinctions,  and  respects, 
rightly  and  seasonably  put :  which  are  in  disputations, 
like  that  distributive  justice  in  many  suits  of  law.  For 
whereas  both  parties  would  have  all,  for  some  right,  Avhich 
either  hath  to  a  part,  a  just  distinction  gives  unto  either 
his  several  right,  and  satisfieth  both. 

And  having  spent  his  breath  in  reproaching  our  distinc- 
tions of  true,  false  and  none,  he  for  our  conviction  begins 
with  a  distinction  of  worldly  things  :  in  which  he  grants  a 
difference  between  false  and  none  :  as  that  there  is  a  false 
hour-glass,  and  no  hour-glass,  a  false  looking-glass,  and  no 
looking-glass,  &c.  whereas,  in  the  ordinances  of  God  (saith 
he,  page  134)  as  the  church,  and  baptism,  there  is  no  such 
difference  ;  and  in  so  saying  he  doth  indeed  offer  to  the 
view  of  all  wise  men.  who  have  their  eyes  in  their  heads, 

*  Vide  Mr,  Perkins'  Exposition  upon  Jude,  p.  147.  f  Apol.  p.  110. 
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Eccl.  ii.  14,  a  looking-glass,  wherein  both  the  ill-favoured- 
face  of  his  own  distinction,  and  the  vanity  of  his  exception 
may  appear. 

The  use  of  a  looking-glass  is  to  show  what  manner  the 
native  face  of  a  man  is.  James  i.  23,  24.  And  the  reason 
why  we  call  such  a  one  false,  is,  because  it  doth  not  that,  in 
truth,  which  it  makes  show  of,  but  deceives  him  that  looks 
in  it,  for  the  fashion  and  portraiture  of  his  countenance. 
So  the  use  of  an  hour-glass  is  to  show  w^hen  the  hour  is 
just  come  about :  which  we  therefore  call  false,  when  it  doth 
not  so  indeed,  but  deceives  him  that  looks  mi  to  it,  either 
by  running  short,  or  over.  Hence  common-sense  teacheth, 
that  if  there  may  be  a  chm^ch,  or  assembly  of  people 
making  a  profession  and  show  of  Christ,  and  Christian 
baptism,  and  religion,  but  not  being,  and  ha\dng  that 
indeed,  which  in  show  and  ajDpearance  it  seems  to  be  and 
have,  and  so  but  deceiving  him  that  regards  it,  then  may 
there  also  be,  and  so  rightly  be  called,  a  false  church.  If 
reply  be  made,  that  this  false  church  is  no  church,  it  may 
as  truly  be  answ^ered,  that  that  false  hour-glass  is  no  hour- 
glass :  as  in  truth,  and  indeed,  it  is  not  an  hour-glass,  but 
a  three,  or  five-quarter  glass,  or  over,  or  under.  It  is  evi- 
dent by  the  same  common  reason  of  both,  that  there  may 
be  as  well^^a  false  church,  which  is  not  no  church,  as  a  false 
looking,  or  hour-glass,  which  are  not  none  :  and  other  con- 
viction needs  he  not,  than  by  his  own  instance. 

The  scriptures  he  brings  for  his  purpose,  w^hich  are, 
*'  They  said  they  were  apostles,  and  were  not,  and  Jews,  and 
were  not,"  Eev.  ii.  2,  9,  and  iii.  9,  he  corrupteth  very 
audaciously,  though,  I  hope,  much  of  ignorance  :  instead  of 
*'not,"  putting  "none:"  whereas  between  these  there  is  great 
difference.  For  "not"  only  denieth  that  which  they  said 
they  w^ere  ;  whereas  "none"  extendeth  further,  as  he  also 
intends  it,  and  denies  them  to  be  apostles,  or  Jews  at  all, 
or  of  any  sort.  They  said  they  were  apostles,  that  is  true 
apostles,  sent,  and  set  a  work  by  Christ  immediate^ ;  but 
they  were  not,  that  is  not  these,  or  such,  as  they  pretended 
themselves  to  be.  They  were  false  apostles,  setting  them- 
selves a  work,  and  deceitful  workers,  not,  no  workers,  as 
elsewhere  the  apostle  calleth  them,  2  Cor.  xi.  13.  They 
said  they  were  Jews,  and  were  not,  that  is  not  Jews  within, 
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nor  the  circumcision  of  the  heart,  as  Paul  expounds  the 
phrase  of  speech  more  at  large,  Horn.  ii.  28,  29.  For  Jews, 
without  doubt,  they  were,  and  circumcised  in  the  flesh ;  for 
which  circumcision,  with  other  Jevdsh  ceremonies,  they 
contended.  It  is  usual  with  the  Scriptures  to  speak  of 
things  in  religion,  as  if  they  were  not  at  all,  when  they  are 
not,  as  they  should  be;  and  the  reason  is,  because  God 
doth  not  accept  of  them,  nor  they  themselves  receive  the 
right  fruit  thereof.  Thus  it  is  said  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Samaria  that  they  feared  not  the  Lord,  though  it  be  said 
immediately  before,  they  feared  the  Lord,  2  Kings  xvii.  32 
— 34  :  thus  Paul  saith  that  he  is  not  a  Jew,  which  is  one 
outwardly,  nor  that  circumcision,  which  is  outward  in  the 
flesh,  Eom.  ii.  28  :  as  he  also  tells  the  Corinthians  that  they 
cannot  drink  the  cup  of  the  Lord,  and  the  cup  of  devils, 
1  Cor.  10,  21.  They  did  drink  of  both  outwardly,  but  un- 
lawfully, and  of  the  better  without  fruit :  as  he  also  tells 
the  same  Corinthians  ch.  xi.  17,  18,  20,  21,  that  by  reason 
of  their  contentions,  and  other  abuses,  their  eating  the 
Lord's  Supper  was  not  to  eat  the  Lord's  Supper,  that  is, 
as  he  expounds  himself,  not  with  profit,  or  for  the  better, 
but  for  the  worse.  Even  so  these  were  not  apostles,  that 
is  sent  of  Christ,  and  whom  the  churches  ought  so  to  re- 
ceive ;  nor  Jews,  that  is  such  as  whom  God  would  praise. 

The  same  I  answer  to  Eph.  iv.  4,  5,  which  is  after 
objected,  of  one  body,  one  church,  one  faith,  one  baptism  : 
that  is  one  true  faith,  church,  and  baptism.  And  to  hold 
that,  besides  that  one  true,  justifying  and  saving  faith,  there 
are  not  other  false  faiths,  is  itself  a  special  point  of  a  false 
faith,  and  persuasion.  The  apostle,  1  Tim.  i.  5,  speaks  of 
faith  unfeigned,  from  which  love  springeth :  showing  therein 
that  there  is  a  feigned,  or  false  faith,  which  James  calleth 
a  dead  faith,  for  the  want  of  this  love,  and  the  fruits  thereof, 
the  works  of  mercy.  James  ii.  17,  20.  Yea,  the  devils  them- 
selves believe,  and  have  a  kind  of  faith,  ver.  19,  as  have 
also  some  wicked  men  such  a  faith,  as  by  which  they  cast 
out  devils,  and  do  many  miracles  in  Christ's  name.  Matt. 
vii.  22,  23.  And  both  the  Scriptures  and  experience  teach, 
that  wicked  men  have  a  faith,  or  persuasion  of  God's  favour, 
and  salvation,  which  is  no  true  faith,  and  therefore  a  false 
faith,  or  persuasion,  and  so  rightly  called.     The  same  may 
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be  said  of  the  church,  and  sacraments,  and  much  more. 
The  consideration  of  one  God,  and  one  Christ,  is  some- 
thing different,  but  directly  against  these  men  :  for  there 
may  be,  and  are  assembhes  of  false  worshippers,  of  this 
one  God,  and  one  Christ :  and  therefore  false  churches, 
and  so  their  sacraments,  accordingly,  false  sacraments. 

And  thus  much  to  show  how  vain  his  distinction  is  be- 
tween God's  ordinances,  and  worldly  things,  though,  even, 
they  be  also  God's  ordinances,  as  he  applieth  it :  and  to 
prove,  that  false  may  as  well,  and  by  the  same  reason,  be 
applied  to  the  outw^ard  ordinances  of  the  chm-ch,  as  unto 
worldly  things ;  as  also  to  answer  the  scriptures  he  brings 
to  disprove  that  part  of  om'  distinction,  touching  a  false 
church.  It  now  remains  I  prove  by  the  Scriptures,  and 
good  reasons  grounded  thereupon,  that  there  are  false 
churches,  and  false  church  ordinances:  and  that  such  a 
church  the  ten  tribes  were  in  their  defection,  and  division 
from  Judah. 

And  first.  Since  false  is  nothing  but  that  which  deceiv- 
eth  under  a  show,  and  appearance  of  that  which  it  is  not, 
(as  the  knowledge  of  three  Latin  words  would  have  taught 
Mr.  Helwisse)  and  that  such  churches,  or  assemblies  tliere 
are  too  many,  which  under  a  profession  of  the  name,  and 
sundry  truths,  and  ordinances  of  Christ,  do  deceive  ;  it 
foUoweth  necessarily,  that  there  may  be,  and  are,  false 
churches.  And  thus  much  in  effect  he  grants  elsewhere, 
viz.  that  "a  false  church  are  they,  that  say,  and  make 
show,  they  are  a  true  church,  and  are  not,"  Only  he 
labours  upon  his  ordinary  disease  in  misinterpreting  these 
words,  and  are  not,  as  if  they  were  and  are  none  ;  w^hereas 
they  only  deny  the  thing  affirmed,  which  is,  a  true  church, 
and  no  more. 

Secondly,  In  his  entrance  against  us,  and  eve]'}'where, 
he  condemns  our  profession,  as  a  false  profession,  and  us 
as  false  prophets ;  as  he  doth  also  the  profession  and  pro- 
phets of  the  prelates,  and  Puritans,  as  he  calleth  them, 
and  therein  yieldeth  necessarily,  that  the  churches  making 
this  false  profession,  under  these  false  prophets,  by  him 
so  deemed,  are  false  churches.  Neither  can  he  turn  off 
the  matter,  as  his  custom  is,  by  saying  we  are  no  churches, 
and  no  prophets  ;   for  he  knows  the  prophets,  or  teachers 
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teach,  and  the  people  with  them,  profess  the  main  truths 
in  the  gospel :  which  he  therefore  cannot  say  to  be  no 
prophets,  or  to  make  no  profession. 

Thirdly,  The  apostle,  2  Cor.xi.26,  complains  of  his  perils 
amongst  false  brethren,  and  Gal.  ii.  4,  that  false  brethren 
were  crept  into  the  church.  Now  if  there  may-be^  (as  the 
apostle  expressly  teachetli)  false  brethren,  and  the  ^same 
also  baptized  outwardly,  then  is  a  church  consisting  of 
such  in  the  body  thereof,  a  false  church,  and  their  baptism 
answerably,  false  baptism. 

Fourthly,  The  Scriptures,  and  common- sense  teach,  that 
there  are  false  worshippers,  of  God.  Christ  our  Lord 
saith  of  the  Samaritans,  who  feared  the  Lord  and  wor- 
shipped the  God  of  Jacob,  after  a  manner,  and  had  a  tem- 
ple in  Mount  Gerizim,  2  Kings  xvii.  32,  that  they  wor- 
shipped they  knew  not  what:  opposing  them  to  true 
worshippers,  and  therein  calling  them  false  worshippers, 
and  their  assembly  a  false  church.  John  iv.  12,  20 — 23. 
And  when  a  Papist  j)rayeth  unto  God  in  an  unknown 
tongue,  or  in  the  name,  or  merits  of  the  Virgin  Mary  ;  or 
when  any  other  man  "  draweth  nigh  unto  God  with  his 
mouth,  and  honoureth  him  with  his  lips,  but  having  his 
heart  far  from  him  :"  or  teacheth  for  doctrines,  men's  com- 
mandments, Matt.  XV.  8,  9 ;  he  worshippeth,  though  in 
vain,  and  his  prayers,  are  prayers  and  sacrifices,  though 
abominable.  Prov.  xv.  8.  He  is  not  then  no  worshipper, 
but  a  false  worshipi)er ;  and  so  by  consequence,  a  com- 
pany, or  congregation  of  such,  so  combining,  and  con- 
tinuing, are  falsely  called  no  church,  or  congregation,  but 
most  truly  a  false  church,  congregation,  or  assembly, 
which  are  all  one. 

Lastly,  That  Israel  in  Jeroboam's  apostacy  was  a  false 
church,  though  others  have  done  it  sufficiently,*  I  will 
plainly  prove,  (God  assisting  me)  against  mine  adversary, 
page  135 ;  answering,  in  the  first  place,  what  he  objecteth  to 
the  contrary.  Which  is,  that  the  ten  tribes  then  apostate, 
were  the  true  seed  of  Abraham,  separated  from  the  world, 
under  the  covenant  of  God,  which  was  the  covenant  of 
circumcision,  Gen.  xvii.  7,  15,  as  well  as  Judah  in  Pleze- 
kiah's  time,  Avhen  they  came  to  the  passover. 

*  Mr.  Ainsworth,  in  his  **  Comiter  poyson,"  and  other  ^mtings. 
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If  the  church  of  God  had  been   in  those   days    a  na- 
tural  state,  and   the   covenant   a  natural   covenant,    and 
ckcumcision  a   natural  sign,  or   seal,  then  had  the   ten 
tribes,   indeed,    been   within   that   covenant,    and   of  the 
true  church :  into  what  apostacy,  idolatry,  or  other  wick- 
edness   soever   they   did,    or   could  fall :    and  with  them 
the  Ishmaelites,  and  Edomites  also,  for  they  all  were  aUke 
Abraham's  natural  seed:    yea,  with  the  one  and  other,  the 
whole  world;    for  there  is   one   common  state  of  nature, 
and  the  Jews  by  it,  children  of  wrath,  as  well  as  others. 
Eph.  ii.  3.     But  since  the  Lord's  covenant  with  Abraham, 
and  his  seed,  w^as  no  natural  or  universal  covenant,  but 
a  covenant  of  God's   special  love    and  promise  with  his 
peculiar  people,  Gen.  xvii.  1,7:    in  which  he  bound  him- 
self to  be  their  God,  that   is,  all  happiness,  unto  them; 
and  them  to  perfect,  or  upright  walking  before  him,   Psa. 
cxliv.  15  ;    having  circumcision  annexed,   as  a  seal  of  the 
righteousness   of  faith,    Eom.  iv.   11,  it  is  ignorance  too 
gross  thus   to  measure  them  by  natural  respects :   or  to 
think  that  any  had  a  part  in  that  covenant  by  nature,  or 
natural  generation :   by  which,  as  before  hath  been  proved, 
and  shall  be  hereafter,  more  at  large,  all  are  under  God  s 
curse,  and  children  of  wrath.     Neidier  is  it  true,  that  the 
ten   tribes    (in    their  apostacy)  were   separated   from   the 
world  under  the  covenant  of  God,  vrhich  was  the  covenant 
of  circumcision.      They  were  by,   and  in  their  apostacy 
separated  from  God,  his  church,  ordinances,  and  worship. 
Q>  Chron.  xv.  3.     And  since  the  world  lieth  in  wickedness, 
having  the  devil  for  the  prince   thereof,  how   were  they 
separated  from  the  world,  who  served  devils  in  all  idola- 
tiy,  and  wickedness  ?    1  John  v.  19;  Eph.  ii.  ^;    Q,  Chron. 
xi.  15.     Neither  is  the  consequence  of  any  force,  because 
faitliful,  and  obedient  x\braham,  wdth  his  seed  in  his  time, 
and  so  succ-essively  continuing  in  his  faith,  and  obedience,' 
were  in  that  the  Lord's  covenant,  and  had  right  to  all  the 
gracious  promises   thereof,  that  therefore,  unfaithful  and 
rebellious  Israel,  the  fathers  with  the  children,  so  remain- 
ing incorrigible,  were  in,   and  under  the  same  covenant, 
and  promises  of  grace  ;  of  which  more,  hereafter. 

But,  saith  he,  page  135,   "  If  they  had  been  the  false 
seed  of  Abraham,  then  had  their  circumcision  been  false, 

VOL.  III.  >^ 
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and  they  a  false  church."  I  answer,  that,  coming  of  Abra- 
ham naturally,  and  pretending  the  same  faith,  and  religion 
with  him,  and  so  the  same  right  to  the  gracious  covenant 
of  God,  and  seal  thereof,  but  being  indeed  without  either 
the  one  or  other ;  both  believing,  and  worshipping  after  a 
false,  and  feigned  manner ;  they  were,  though  his  true 
seed  in  respect  of  nature,  yet  in  respect  of  faith,  religion, 
the  covenant,  and  worship  of  God,  his  false,  and  adulterous 
seed,  and  even  bastards,  and  the  children  of  whoredoms, 
as  the  prophet  speaketh,  yea,  the  children  of  the  devil, 
doing  his  works,  and  serving  him,  and  so  by  his  own  con- 
fession, and  undeniable  truth,  a  false  church,  to  the  deceiv- 
ing of  themselves,  and  others.  Hos.  ii.  4  ;  2  Chron.  xi.  15. 

Sndly.  Every  true  church  is  truly,  and  rightly  gathered, 
and  constituted,  for  thereby  it  is,  that  which  it  is  :  whereas 
Israel  considered  in  her  apostacy,  and  separation  from 
Judah,  and  as  we  now  speak  of  her,  was  not  truly,  nor 
rightly  gathered,  but  by  most  sinful  schism,  and  rebellion 
both  against  God,  and  man  :  and  therefore  was  no  true 
visible  church. 

3rdly.  The  Lord  expressly  testifieth  by  his  prophets, 
that  he  had  for  her  wickedness,  and  rebellions,  wherein 
she  was  incorrigible,  given  her  a  bill  of  divorce,  and  put 
her  away  :  that  she  was  not  his  people,  nor  wife,  nor  he, 
her  husband  :  in  which  respect  also  it  is,  that  he  called 
Samaria,  Aholah,  that  is,  her  own  tabernacle :  as  on  the  other 
side,  he  calleth  Jerusalem,  Aholibah,  which  is  my  taber- 
nacle in  her.  Jer.  iii.  8  ;    Hosea  i.  9  ;    ii.  2  ;  Ezek.  xxiii.  4. 

4thly.  There  was  at  that  time  but  one  only,  true,  visible 
church,  one  temple,  one  priesthood,  one  altar,  one  sacri- 
fice, one  kingdom  of  the  Lord,  in  the  hands  of  the  sons  of 
David.  And  so,  the  ten  tribes  in  this  their  apostacy,  and 
division,  being  neither  this  church,  nor  any  part  of  it,  but 
actually  divided  from  it,  and  that  also  by  a  special  hand  of 
the  Lord's  providence,  for  the  punishment  of  both,  could 
not  be  the  true  visible  church  of  God,  nor  any  part  of  it, 
whatsoever  good,  either  person,  privilege,  or  thing,  is  still 
retained  above  other  people.  Deut.  xxii.  5,  6 ;  1  Kings 
viii.  ;  2  Chron.  xi.  4  ;  xiii.  5,  6. 

I^astly,  The  covenant  with  Abraham  on  God's  part  was, 
that  he  would  be  his  God,  c^nd  the  God  of  his  seed.  Gen. 
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xvii.  7 ;  and  thereof  their  circumcision  was  a  sign,  ver. 
8 — 10.  Now  we  read,  2  Chron.  xv,  3,  that  Israel  had 
been  a  long  time  without  the  true  God.  By  which  it 
appeareth,  that  Israel,  was  without  the  Lord's  covenant : 
and  that  rnito  them  circumcision  could  not  possibly  be  a 
sign,  that  God  was  their  God.  It  was  by  them  merely 
usurped,  and  in  that  their  usurpation,  a  false  and  lying 
sign,  and  like  a  seal  set  to  a  blank,  yea,  like  the  king's 
broad  seal  treacherously  usui-ped,  against  his  express  wiD. 

Wicked  men,  and  such  as  hated  to  be  reformed,  and 
cast  God's  Word  behind  them,  had  nought  to  do  with 
God's  covenant,  Psa.  1.  16,  17;  nor  with  circumcision,  the 
seal  thereof:  nor  with  any  other  of  God's  ordinances. 
Their  sacrificing  of  a  lamb  w^as,  as  if  they  had  cut  off  a 
dog's  neck,  Isa.  Ixvi.  3  ;  and  so  consequently  their  circum- 
cising their  children,  as  if  they  had  cut  the  foreskin  of  their 
dogs  :  notwithstanding  they  were  true  Israelites,  yea,  true 
Jews,  naturally.  They  were  expressly  forbidden  by  the 
Lord  to  meddle  with  his  covenant ;  and  in  that  their 
abuse  of  it,  it  was  a  lying  sign  in  the  ends,  and  uses 
thereof,  and  no  way  affording  that,  w4iich  it  pretended  : 
neither  could  they  so  using  it,  be  by  it,  at  all  confirmed, 
that  God  was  their  God.  And  yet  w^as  not  the  outward 
cutting  afterwards  to  be  repeated,  if  God  gave  repentance  : 
neither  is  the  outward  Avashing  in  the  name  of  the  Trinity 
now,  though  merely  usurped  by  them,  Avho  are  forbidden 
to  meddle  with  it.  Neither  matters  it  whether  such  per- 
sons be  in  true  church,  or  false,  w^hich  Mr.  Helwisse  calls 
none.  Both,  profane  and  usurp  it,  and  have  the  bare 
outward  lying  sign,  as  it  is  said  of  Ephraim,  or  Israel, 
that  she  compassed  about  the  Lord  with  lies,  and  deceit : 
whereas  Judah  ruled  with  God,  and  was  faithful  wdtli  the 
most  Holy.  Hos.  xi.  12. 

But  for  conclusion  of  this  point.  If  any  of  the  heathen 
joined  themselves  unto  Israel  in  her  apostacy,  and  so  were 
circumcised,  they  being  neither  Abraham's  true  seed,  by 
nature,  nor  by  faith,  but  merely  false,  and  counterfeit, 
their  circumcision  must  be  false  circumcision  by  Mr.  Hel- 
wisse's  own  grant :  which  notwithstanding  -was  not  after- 
wards to  be  repeated,  if  God  gave  them  repentance,  and 
to  come  to  Judah  to  eat  the  passover.     There  was  one  law 
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for  the  eating  of  the  passover,  to  him  that  was  home-horn, 
and  to  him  that  was  a  stranger,  or  sojourner.  Exod.  xii.  49. 
And  here  appeareth  a  direct  warrant  for  our  retaining  the 
outward  haptism  received  and  usurped,  in  the  like  apos- 
tate estate,  and  assemhUes,  wherein  they,  and  their  families, 
and  synagogues  were. 

I  add,  that  either  the  outward  baptism  received  out  of  a 
true  chin-ch  must  be  retained,  or  else  all  other  churches 
must  be  able  certainly  to  discern,  what  day,  and  hour  a 
true  church  falling  by  degrees,  into  notorious  heresy,  ido- 
latry, or  other  impiety,  and  still  baptizing  notwithstand- 
ing, becomes  a  false  church,  as  we  hold  ;  or,  as  Mr. 
Helwisse  will  have  it,  no  church.  For'except  other  churches 
can  certainly  know,  and  discern  this,  they  cannot  with 
faith  receive  such  members,  as  unto  whom  God  may  give 
grace,  to  leave  that  apostate  synagogue,  and  to  come  unto 
them.  Such  of  them,  as  were  baptized,  whilst  it  remained 
a  true  church,  they  must  not  rebaptize  :  but  such  as  were 
baptized  after  it  ceased  to  be  a  true  church  must,  say  our 
adversaries,  be  received  in  by  baptism.  But  it  being  im- 
possible for  other  churches  thus  to  discern  of  the  day,  and 
hour  of  the  removing  of  a  church's  candlestick,  especially 
for  such  as  are  far  off,  and  have  had  little,  or  no  meddling 
with  her,  it  followeth  necessarily,  that  the  outward  bap- 
tism administered  in  a  church  or  assembly  degenerated 
from  a  true  church  into  a  false,  which  they  call,  no  church, 
must  be  retained  upon  the  party's  repentance,  without 
reiteration. 

For  conclusion  then  of  this  point  also,  I  demand,  whether 
a  man  cast  out  of  the  true  church  for  some  notorious  sin, 
and  for  impenitence  therein,  have  true  baptism,  or  no  ? 
They  will  not,  neither  can  they  say,  he  hath,  Avriting  of  it, 
as  they  do  :  neither  indeed  hath  he  true  baptism,  in  the 
ends,  and  uses  thereof.  He  must  then  either  have  a  false 
baptism,  or  none.  Not  none,  for  then  upon  his  repentance, 
and  re-admission  into  the  church  he  must  be  rebaptized  : 
he  hath  therefore  upon  him  a  false  baptism.  There  is  then 
contrary  to  their  doctrine  false  baptism,  which  is  not  none, 
and  the  same  also  to  be  retained,  and  by  the  person's  re- 
pentance becoming  true  baptism.  Neither  matters  it,  that 
such  a  man  was  baptized  in  a  true  church  at  the  first,  since  by 
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his  transgression,  his  circumcision  is  made  nncircumcision. 
Rom.  ii.  25.  In  his  obstinate  iniquity  he  cannot  enjoy  the 
fruit,  or  benefit  of  his  baptism :  which  serveth  only  to  make 
him  the  more  inexcusable,  and  a  more  profane  covenant- 
breaker  with  God.  He  hath  only  remaining  the  outward 
washing,  and  that  much  more  without  right,  than  many 
thousands  in  England  have,  or  in  Eome  either. 

And  thus  much  for  the  justifying  of  the  difference  in  the 
Apology^  between  a  true,  false,  and  no  church,  and  sacra- 
ments ;  as  also  for  the  applying  of  the  same  distinction  to 
our  present  occasion. 

The  particulars  following  in  his  book  do  more  specially 
concern  myself,  and  ^vritings :  against  w^hom,  and  which, 
through  high  persuasion  of  his  owti  knowledge,  and  most 
unmortified  affections,  together  with  that  zeal  of  God, 
which  I  bear  him  record  he  had,  thouech  not  accordincf 
unto  knowledge,  he  letteth  loose  his  tongue  into  most  in- 
temperate rage. 

And  first  he  reproacheth  me,  page  138,  for  the  use  of  that, 
for  the  want  w^hereof  I  have  just  cause  to  blame  myself: 
which  is  my  logic,  and  philosophy,  as  being  none  of  the 
gifts,  wdierewith  Christ  endued  his  apostles:  wherein  he 
veriiieth  the  old  saying,  that,  Knowledge  hath  no  enemy 
but  ignorance.  Logic  is  nothing  but  the  right  use  of 
reason  :  as  is  philosoph}^  the  love  of  wisdom  Divine  and 
human.  And  did  the  apostles  want  these  ?  Or  doth 
Mr.  Helwisse  envy  unto  me  my  small  pittance  in  them? 
Would  he  have  me  a  new  Nebuchadnezzar,  with  an  ox's  heart 
in  a  man's  body  ?  Indeed,  this  his  judgment  against  those 
arts  of  wisdom,  and  reason,  well  agrees  wqtli  his  ignorant, 
and  brutish  dealing  against  me,  and  the  truth.  And  for  my 
terms  of  art,  which  he  also  blameth,  they  are  neither 
many,  nor  without  cause  :  nor  jet  so  dark,  but  that  an 
ordinary  reader  may,  as  they  are  explained  by  me,  under- 
stand them. 

But  I  come  to  the  points  themselves,  against  which  he 
dealeth :  the  first  whereof  is  a  double  consideration  I  put 
of  baptism  :  the  one  taking  it,  in  itself,  and  as  I  speak 
nakedly,  and  in  the  essential  causes  or  parts,  to  wit,  wash- 
ing with  water  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost :  the  other,  in  respect  of  the  manner  of  administering 
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it :  namely,  the  minister  by,  and  the  person  upon  whom, 
and  the  communion  wherein  it  is  administered.  In  the 
former  respect  I  affirm  the  baptism  true,  both  in  England 
and  Eome :  but  not  so  in  the  latter,  but  on  the  contrary- 
false,  and  idolatrous,  as  being  against  the  second  com- 
mandment, which  forbids  nothing  but  idolatry,  and  false 
worship. 

Against  the  former  of  these  respects  Mr.  H.  speaks 
angrily,  as  himself  confesseth,  and  ignorantly,  as  I  shall 
manifest,  God  assisting  me.  Yea,  I  did  so  manifest  in  the 
same  place  of  my  book,  by  the  holy  vessels  of  the  temple, 
carried  to  Babylon  :  and  yet  still  remaining  such  in  their 
nature,  and  right,  though  in  their  use,  or  rather  abuse,  they 
became  Belshazzar's  quaffing  bowls.  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  7; 
Ezra  i.  7  ;  Dan.  v.  3.  Likewise  the  circumcision  of  the 
Shechemites  was  in  in  itself  true  circumcision,  and  they 
circumcised  in  the  flesh,  as  Jacob,  and  his  sons  were  cir- 
cumcised, Gen.  xxxiv.  18,  22.  But  to  call  this  true  circum- 
cision in  the  right  ends,  and  administration,  were  to  call 
darkness,  light ;  and  profane  hypocrisy,  the  true  worship 
of  God.  So  is  there  also  a  true  outward  baptism,  or  washing 
with  water  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost, 
both  in  England  and  Eome  also,  notwithstanding  the  unwor- 
thy i^rofanation  of  that  ordinance,  in  the  one,  or  other  place. 

The  things  he  objecteth,  page  139,  for  substance,  are 
these.  That  baptism  is  a  spiritual  ordinance;  which  water, 
washing,  and  words  are  not.  That  they  that  are  baptized 
into  Christ,  have  put  on  Christ.  Gal.  iii.  27.  That  there  is 
one  baptism  of  Christ.  Eph.  iv.  5.  That  the  baptism  of  Christ 
is  the  baj)tism  of  amendment  of  life,  for  the  remission  of  sins. 
Mark  i.  4.  That,  except  a  man  be  born  of  water,  and  the 
Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  John  iii. 
5  ;  Heb.  x.  22.  That  we  ought  to  have  our  hearts  pure 
from  an  evil  conscience,  and  to  be  washed  in  our  bodies 
with  pure  water ;  and  that,  here  is  the  true  matter,  where- 
with men  must  be  washed,  which  is,  water,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost :  and  that  we  cannot  divide  the  water,  and  the 
Spirit  in  this  baptism,  being  joined  together  by  Christ: 
and  that  he  that  denies  washing,  or  is  not  washed  with  the 
Spirit,  is  not  baptized:  and  that  he  that  denies  washing, 
or  is  not  washed  with  water,  is  not  baptized. 
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That  which  must  be  first,  and  chiefly  considered  for 
answer,  and  as  the  ground  of  the  rest  is  that,  that  one 
baptism  mentioned,  Eph.  iv.  hath  in  it  tsvo  parts  :  the  sign, 
and  the  thing  signified :  either  of  which  is  also  in  the  Scrip- 
tures called  baptism  :  the  one,  the  baptism  with  water, 
wherewith  John  baptized.  Matt.  iii.  11;  Mark  i.  8,  and 
wherewith  all  ministers  do  baptize ;  which  is  the  outwai'd 
baptism,  and  sign  of  the  inward :  the  other,  the  baptism  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  wherewith  only  Christ,  and  God  do  bap- 
tize :  as  there  is  in  like  manner,  an  outward  teaching  by 
the  Word,  and  an  inward  teaching  by  the  Spirit:  an  outward 
eating  of  the  Lord's  Supper  in  the  use  of  the  signs,  and  an 
inward  eating  of  the  thing,  by  faith  in  the  heart.  And  even 
this  outward  washing  with  ^vater  in  the  name  of  the  Trinity, 
which  he  calls  "water,"  "washing,"'  and  "words,"  is  in 
itself  a  spiritual  ordinance,  though  he  take  the  contrary  for 
granted,  as  being  properly  subordinate  to  man's  spiritual 
estate,  and  appointed  of  God  to  signify,  and  confirm  the 
inward  washing  of  the  soul  by  the  blood,  and  Spirit  of 
Christ. 

And  this  ground  laid,  I  grant,  first,  that  the  outward, 
and  inw'ard  baptism  are  joined  together  by  Christ,  and  so 
ought  not  by  men  to  be  separated,  but  joined  together  in 
tlieir  time,  and  order :  but  deny  tliat,  therefore,  where  the 
inward  baptism  by  the  Spirit  is  not  actually  manifested,  as 
in  the  infants  of  believers,  there  the  outwai'd  is  not  to  be 
ministered  :  or  that  being  administered  unlawfully  in  apos- 
tate churches,  it  is  no  outward  baptism  at  all,  nor  spiritual 
in  itself,  though  carnally  used,  nor  to  be  held  upon  repent- 
ance, without  repetition. 

The  outward  circumcision  of  the  flesh,  and  the  inward 
circumcision  in  the  heart,  which  it  signified,  and  whereof 
it  did  admonish  the  circumcised,  were  joined  together  of 
God,  and  so  were  to  be  by  men,  and  might  not  be  severed 
without  great  iniquity,  i)eut.  x.  1 6 ;  Jer.  iv.  4  :  were  the 
infants  therefore  of  the  true  church  debarred  it  ?  Or  being 
profanely  administered  amongst  the  idolatrous,  and  apos- 
tate Israelites,  or  to  the  idolatrous  proselytes  amongst  them, 
did  their  abuse  change  the  nature  of  it  in  itself?  Or  was 
it  no  circumcision  at  all,  and  so  to  be  repeated,  when  the 
Lord  vouchsafed  to  add  the  circumcision  of  the  heart? 
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The  law  of  God,  (and  these  Avords,  Thou  shall  not  lust, 
and  so  all  the  rest)  is  spmtual  in  itself,  though  received, 
and  used  never  so  carnally,  Eom.  vii.  14  :  so  is  the  gospel 
with  all  the  ordinances  thereof  much  more  :  and  the  power 
of  God,  in  itself  to  salvation,  whatsoever  use  men  make  of 
it,  or  them.  Eom.  i.  16.  The  apostle  teacheth  us,  that  all 
the  Israelites  coming  out  of  Egypt  were  baptized  in  the 
cloud,  and  in  the  sea,  under  Moses,  that  is,  under  his 
ministry,  and  that  they  all  ate  of  that  spiritual  meat, 
namely  manna :  and  all  drank  of  that  spiritual  drink, 
namely  the  rock,  or  water  flowing  out  of  it,  which  was 
Christ.  And  yet  with  many  of  them  God  was  not  pleased : 
neither  were  they  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  or  effec- 
tually made  partakers  of  Christ.  1  Cor.  x.  1 — 5.  Where 
also  these  two  things  are  plainly  manifested.  The  one, 
that  the  outward  ordinance,  or  sign,  may  be  spiritual,  to 
wit,  in  itself,  though  the  inward  power,  and  thing  signified 
be  wanting.  2nd,  that  there  is  sometimes  an  outward 
baptism,  and  the  same  so  to  be  reputed,  where  there  is  not 
the  inward  baptism  by  the  Holy  Ghost :  as  there  is  also 
sometimes  an  outward  eating  of  the  Lord's  Supper  un- 
worthily, that  is,  without  discerning  the  Lord's  body,  or 
any  inward  participation  thereof,  or  profit  thereby.  1  Cor. 
xi.  20,  27,  29.  The  same  apostle,  as  I  have  formerly  noted, 
complains  elsewhere  of  false  brethren  creeping  into  the 
church,  Gal.  ii.  4  :  who,  being  unbaptized  before,  were  also 
baptized  at  this  their  entry.  Take  Simon  IMagus  for  one  : 
who  being  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  and  believ- 
ing after  a  sort,  did  deceive  Phihp,  through  hypocrisy,  and 
was  by  him  baptized  :  remaining  notwithstanding  in  the 
gall  of  bitterness,  and  bond  of  iniquity  all  the  while,  as 
Peter  afterward  perceived.  Acts  viii.  13,  23.  And  I  Avould 
know  of  these  double-washers^  whether  if  a  man  professing 
the  same  faith  with  them  in  holiness  outwardly,  but  in 
hypocrisy,  should  be  baptized  by  them :  and  that  after- 
wards his  heart  should  strike  him,  and  God  give  him  true 
repentance,  (let  it  be  the  person  they  know  of,  that  fled 
from  us  under  admonition  for  sin,  and  joining  to,  and  being 
baptized  by  them,  was  presently  after  by  themselves  found 
in  the  same  sin,  and  so  censured)  whether,  I  say,  they  would 
repeat  their  outward   washing   formerly   made,   as   none, 
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because  there  was  not  joined  with  it  the  inward  washing 
of  the  Spirit  ?  Or  if  they  think  it  none,  and  so  the  fore- 
mentioned  person  not,  indeed,  received  in  by  baptism,  as 
they  speak,  wherefore  did  they  then  excommunicate  the 
same  person  ? 

I  conclude,  therefore,  that  there  is  an  outward  baptism 
by  water,  and  an  inward  baptism  by  tlie  Spirit :  which 
though  they  ought  not  to  be  severed,  in  their  time,  by  God's 
appointment,  yet  many  times  are  hymen's  default:  that  the 
outward  baptism  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost,  administered  in  an  apostate  chiu-ch,  is  false  baptism 
in  the  administration,  and  yet  in  itself,  and  own  nature,  a 
spiritual  ordinance,  though  abused  :  and  whose  spiritual 
uses  cannot  be  had  without  repentance  :  by  which  repent- 
ance, and  the  after  baptism  of  the  Spirit  it  is  sanctified, 
and  not  to  be  repeated. 

The  second  part  of  the  distinction  follow^eth,  page  140, 
which  respects  the  manner  of  administering  the  outw^ai'd 
ordinance  of  baptism  :  and  namely  the  person  by  whom, 
the  subject  upon  which,  and  the  communion  wherein  it  is 
to  be  dispensed.  In  which  respects  I  approve  it  not  as 
true,  either  in  Eome,  or  England.  And  here  Mr.  H.  falls 
into  one  of  his  hot  fits  of  raving  against  me  after  an  out- 
rageous manner,  for  justifying  such  a  baptism :  where  also 
to  make  it  worse,  he  adds  as  my  words,  these  of  his  o^vn, 
"  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is  not  there." 

I  answer,  that  there  is  a  great  difference  between  the 
justifying  of  the  manner  of  doing  a  thing  (good  in  itself:) 
and  the  holding  the  thing  done  (though  unlawfully)  not  to 
be  nothing.  Zipporah's  wratliful  circumcising  of  her  son, 
and  the  Israelites'  profane  circumcising  of  their  children 
having  nought  to  do  to  meddle  w^th  the  Lord's  covenant, 
could  not  be  justified;  and  yet  they  w^ere  not  no  circumcision, 
nor  to  be  reiterated  upon  them,  Exod.  iv.  25  :  Psa.  1.  16; 
Isa.  i.  11 — 13,  &c.  Simon  Magus's  receiving  baptism,  being 
in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  the  Corinthians'  receiving  the 
Lord's  Supper,  one  hungry  and  another  drunken,  could  not 
be  justified,  and  yet  the  baptism  of  the  one,  and  Lord's 
Supper  of  the  other,  was  not  no  baptism  and  no  Lord's 
Supper :  nor  such  as  whereof  there  could  be  no  right  use 
upon  the  repentance  of  the  persons  having  so  profanely 
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usurped  them.  The  apostles  Peter  and  Paul,  teach  no 
such  thing,  but  exliort  the  one  and  other  to  repentance, 
that  so  they  might  have  the  sanctified  use  of  those  very 
holy  things,  by  them  formerly  abused  so  unholily.  These, 
our  adversaries,  do  not  justify  their  marriages  in  the  assem- 
blies, celebrated  by  the  parish  priest,  as  a  x)art  of  the 
solemn  worship  of  God  :  and  in  that  respect  against  the 
second  commandment,  and  idolatrous  :  neither  yet  account 
they  them  no  marriages  at  all,  nor  cast  them  away  as  idols 
of  Babylon  :  though  they  can  esteem  them  no  other,  in  the 
administration  there. 

But  saith  he,  page  141,  if  this  ground  were  true,  then  a 
Turk  baptizing  a  Turk  with  water,  and  these  words,  in 
any  assembly  whatsoever,  it  is  the  true  baptism  of  Christ. 

It  is  true,  outward  baptism  profaned  and  abused ;  as  is 
also  that  of  midwives  and  children.  Also  touching  stage- 
players,  of  which  he  speaks  in  the  next  leaf,  I  affirm,  that 
if  any  parts  of  the  Scripture,  or  other  particulars  agreeable 
thereunto,  or  any  forms  of  prayers  contained  therein,  be 
by  them  uttered  upon  the  stage,  they  still  remain  in  them- 
selves, and  own  nature,  the  truths  of  God,  and  forms  of 
prayers  conceived  by  holy  men  ;  yea,  their  prayers,  not- 
withstanding that  sinful  profanation  of  them  :  although 
that  uttering  of  them  be  nothing  less  than-  true  preach- 
ing or  true  praying.  So  may  there  be,  and  is  too  com- 
monly, true  outward  baptism,  that  is,  the  very  outward 
thing  for  substance  done,  where  there  is  no  true  baptizing, 
that  is,  no  true,  and  lawful  manner  of  administering  it. 
And  if  the  washing  with  water  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  of  a  fit  person,  by  a  lawful  minister, 
in  a  lawful  communion,  and  manner,  be  true  baptism 
truly,  and  lawfully  administered:  then  is  washing  \vith 
water  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  by 
an  unlawful  minister,  of  an  unfit  subject,  and  in  an  un- 
sanctified  communion,  and  manner,  true  baptism  unlaw- 
fully, and  falsely  administered.  The  thing  done  is  the 
same  in  both:  the  difference  is  only  in  the  manner  of 
doing  it. 

But  between  the  baptism  of  a  Turk  upon  a  Turk,  and  ot 
a  midwife,  I  put  this  difference :    that  whereas  that  of  a 
*  Evidently  intended  for,  anytliing  but. 
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Turk  is  not  done  as  a  religious  action,  but  merely  in 
mockery ;  (as  is  that  of  a  child,  in  sport ;)  the  latter,  by  a 
midwife,  is  performed  as  a  religious  action  upon  a  mem- 
ber of  an  apostate  church;  of  which  there  is,  therefore, 
another  consideration  to  be  had,  than  of  that  which  is 
done  in  sport,  and  mockeiy,  w^hich  common  sense  teach- 
eth  to  be  as  nothing :  as  we  may  see  in  an  oath,  which 
being  taken  in  jest  bindeth  not  at  all,  but  if  taken  in 
earnest,  and  for  a  thing  lawful,  (though  profanely)  bindeth 
him  that  took  it. 

For  the  shutting  up,  then,  of  this  point,  let  the  reader 
observe,  that  the  baptism  which  we  repeat  not,  is  that, 
which  hath  been  ministered  upon  the  members,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  order  (how  corrupt  soever)  of  such  a  church, 
as  wherein  the  Lord  hath  his  people,  and  for  their  sakes, 
many  of  his  truths,  and  ordinances,  which  he  so  far  bless- 
eth  unto  his  elect,  as  by  them  (notwithstanding  all  tlie 
confusion  there,)  he  doth  communicate,  and  confirm  his 
saving  grace  unto  them.  Of  the  number  of  which  his 
elect,  we  have  also,  by  his  grace,  testified  om-selves  to  be, 
as  otherwise,  so  in  particular,  by  coming  as  his  people  out 
of  Babylon,  or  confusion,  at  his  call.  And  we  rather  think 
it  our  duty  to  acknowledge  the  great  goodness  of  God 
towards  us,  in  passing  by  the  sins  of  our  ignorance,  and 
in  blessing  unto  us,  what  was  of  himself,  and  his  own 
there :  than  unthankfully  to  disclaim  the  least,  either 
inward  work  of  his  grace,  or  outward  means  by  which  he 
wrought  it. 

In  the  next  place  Mr.  H.  raiseth  himself  uf)on  his  tip- 
toes, and  in  vain  confidence  of  his  mighty  strength, 
threateneth  terribly  to  strike  me  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and 
to  break  me  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  vessel.  And  because 
he  chooseth  as  his  ground  of  best  advantage,  a  i:)oint  of 
our  profession,  viz, :  that  baptism  comes  in  the  stead  of 
circumcision,  which  neither  he,  nor  they  with  him,  will  in 
another  case  aclaiowledge,  I  will  therefore  in  the  first 
place  prove  that  ground,  by  the  Scriptures,  and  reasons 
unto  them  agreeable,  and  so  come  toward  his  so  sore 
threatened  stroke. 

And,  first.  The  apostle  dissuading  the  Colossians,  ch.  ii. 
8 — 11,  from  Jewish  ceremonies,  and  in  special  from  cir- 
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cumcision,  teacheth  them,  that  in  Christ's  person  dwelleth 
all  fulness:  and  that  in  him  as  the  head  thereof,  the 
church  hath  all  perfection  :  who  by  his  circumcision  hath 
abolished  the  former,  as  the  shadow  by  the  substance  :  by 
whom  also,  and  whose  circumcision  the  faithful  have  their 
hearts  circumcised.  But  whereas  it  might  be  objected, 
that  faithful  Abraham  had  his  heart  circumcised,  and  yet, 
he  had  withal  the  outward  sign,  and  seal  annexed;  the 
apostle  answereth,  ver.  12,  that  they  are  baptized  into 
Christ :  (the  effects  of  which  baptism  he  also  noteth  down 
in  the  same  place)  and  therefore  needed  not  circumcision, 
as  the  false  apostles  bore  them  in  hand  :  therein  directly 
teaching,  that  our  baptism  is  instead  of  their  circumcision: 
as  is  also  our  Lords  Supper  instead  of  their  passover: 
which  Supper  no  unbaptized  person  may  eat  of,  as  could 
no  man  uncircumcised  eat  of  the  passover.  Their  cir- 
cumcision was  not  to  be  repeated,  nor  our  baptism  now, 
though  our  eating  the  Lord's  Supper  be,  as  their  passover 
also  was.  Likewise  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness  want- 
ing the  ordinary  sacraments  of  circumcision  and  the  pass- 
over,  and  having  instead  of  them  the  extraordinary  sacra- 
ments of  baptism  in  the  sea  and  cloud,  and  of  manna,  and 
the  rock ;  and  that  baptism  signifying  our  baptism  now, 
and  that  manna,  and  water  of  the  rock,  the  sacrament  of 
the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  now,  1  Cor.  x.  1 — 4  ;  it  is 
evident  that  our  baptism  cometh  instead  of  their  circum- 
cision. Besides  circumcision  was  their  first,  and  solemn 
ordinance  of  initiation,  or  entrance,  by  which,  say  our 
adversaries,  they  were  received  into  the  church  :  so  is  bap- 
tism our  first  and  solemn  ordinance  of  initiation,  by 
which  also  (say  they)  men  are  received  into  the  church, 
now.  How  then  do  not  they  succeed  one  another,  as  doth 
the  church  now,  the  church  then  ? 

Lastly,  Their  circumcision  then  was  a  sign  or  seal  of  the 
covenant  of  God  ;  so  is  our  baptism  now  of  the  same 
covenant,  as  shall  be  proved  hereafter :  their  circumcision 
admonishing  them  of  that  original  corruption  of  all  that 
came  naturally  of  Adam,  not  to  be  purged  but  with  the 
shedding  of  the  blood  of  the  promised  seed  :  as  doth  also 
our  baptism  admonish  us  of  our  original  spiritual  filthi- 
ness,  not  to  be  washed  away  but  by  the  blood  of  Christ 
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poured  upon  us  :  the  same  outward  circumcision  yet  fur- 
ther signifying  the  inward  circumcision  of  the  heart,  as 
doth  our  baptism  with  water  the  inward  baptism  of  the 
Spirit :  which  circumcision  was  also  unto  them  a  note  or 
badge  of  distinction  from  the  world,  as  is  also  baptism 
now  ;  though  by  many  usurped,  as  that  also  then  was. 

This  ground  then  being  cleared,  I  come  to  that  which 
must  strike  this  stroke  so  terribly  threatened :  w^hich  is, 
that  in  my  granting,  and  proving  in  my  book,  that  Eome 
and  England  were  never  in  the  covenant  of  God,  as  Judah 
was,  I  do  therefore  debar  myself  from  briuging  my  baptism 
from  apostate  Israel ;  and  therefore  must  prove,  that  cir- 
cumcision, and  so  baptism,  received  in  a  Babylonish 
assembly,  by  a  Babylonian,  upon  a  Babylonian,  might  be 
retained :  and  a  man  so  circumcised,  eat  the  passover, 
page  142.  To  disprove  this  he  quotes  Ezra  x.  3,  and 
Nehem.  xiii.  23 — 25,  for  the  putting  away  of  the  children, 
though  circumcised,  bom  of  the  strange  wives  in  Babylon. 

I  profess,  as  before,  that  neither  the  Catholic,  so  called, 
Church  of  Rome,  consisting  of  many  countries  and  nations, 
nor  the  national  Church  of  England,  was  ever  within  the 
covenant  of  the  gospel,  or  new  testament ;  as  was  Judah, 
and  with  her,  Israel  before  the  division  ;  notwithstanding 
either  the  particular  holy  persons  that  are,  or  particular 
churches  which  hapj^ily  have  been  there.  Neither  of  both, 
therefore,  saith  Mr.  H.  can  be  apostate  Israel,  which  was 
before  her  apostacy,  the  true  church,  or  of  it,  by  our  grant. 
I  deny  the  consequence ;  and  his  ignorance  it  is  to  think, 
that  only  they  can  be  apostate  Israel,  who  were  formerly 
of  Judah.  For  then  such  of  the  heathen,  as  joined  to 
Israel  in  her  apostacy,  were  not  of  apostate  Israel,  because 
they  or  their  parents  were  never  of  Judah.  And,  by  his 
ground,  neither  the  national  English,  nor  Catholic  Romish 
Church  should  be  an ti christian,  for  neither  of  both  were 
ever  the  temple  of  God,  in  which  Anticluist  at  first  raised 
himself  2  Thess.  ii.  4.  But,  as  they  are  apostolic  churches, 
which  have  received  and  do  keep  the  faith,  and  order  deli- 
vered by  the  apostles,  though  the  apostles  did  not  gather 
them  personally;  so  are  they  answerably  apostatical 
churches,  which  have  taken  up,  and  received  an  apostatical 
state,  and  condition  from  others,  though  they  were  never 
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true  in  themselves  :  the  rule  of  nature  here  having  place, 
which  is  that  the  accessory-  followeth  the  nature  of  the 
principal.  We  do,  likewise,  most  properly,  and  imme- 
diately call  that  a  schismatical  church,  which  was  once 
either  of,  or  a  true  church,  and  hath  causelessly  made  a 
division:  but  yet  if  any  other  assembly,  though  having 
never  been  of,  or  a  tme  church,  do  take  up  a  schismatical 
profession,  and  walking,  even  it  is  also,  though  second- 
arily, a  schismatical  church,  and  so  to  be  reputed.  So 
that,  though  England  never  was,  either  in  the  whole 
nation,  or  several  parishes,  a  true  visible  church,  or 
churches,  yet,  having  taken  up  the  apostate  communion, 
worship,  government,  ministry,  and  order  of  Eome,  with 
the  doctrines  which  defend  them  ;  and  Eome,  of  that  par- 
ticular chm^ch,  which  was  once  planted  there,  having  dege- 
nerated by  degi^ees  from  the  primitive  constitution,  it  is 
truly  called  by  us  apostate  Israel,  for  the  purpose  in  hand  : 
and  that  outward  baptism  there  received,  rightly  by  us 
retained,  as  was  the  outward  circumcision  in  apostate 
Israel  of  old. 

The  scriptures  he  brings,  which  are  Ezra  x.  3  ;  Nehem. 
xiii.  23 — 25,  make  much  against  him  in  the  general  cause, 
and  nothing  for  him  in  the  particular. 

For  to  let  pass  other  oversights.  1.  They  prove,  that 
to  be  of  Abraham's  seed,  carnally,  was  not  enough  to 
make  one  a  member  of  the  church,  and  within  the  Lord's 
covenant  of  circumcision.  For  these  very  children  thus 
"  put  away,"  as  having  no  jDart  therein,  were,  and  so  are 
by  Mr.  H.  acknowledged,  the  males  of  the  Israelites. 
2.  If  any  of  them  thus  "  put  away,"  had  afterwards  chosen 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel  to  be  their  God,  should  they  have 
been  re- circumcised  ?  Or  is  there  in  the  Scriptures  any 
syllable  tending  that  way  ?  3.  He  is  utterly  deceived  in 
saying,  those  "  children  were  born  in  Babylon  :"  upon 
which  notwithstanding,  he  layeth  all  the  weight  of  his 
argument.  They  were  boiTi  in  Canaan,  and  of  the  wives 
of  the  people  near  adjoining,  as  in  the  same  places  is 
expressed  :  and  so  their  circumcision  nothing  at  all  to  the 
circumcision  ministered  in  Babylon  :  and  yet  is  he  more 
peremptory  in  this  his  error,  than  a  wise  man  would  be 
in  the  truth.     And  thus  all  may  see  bow  his  rod  of  iron  is 
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proved  a  broken  reed,  whose  shivers  have  pierced  his  own 
hands. 

The  next  thing  he  comes  to,  is,  that  other  ground  of 
ours,  for  with  his  by-babblings,  and  revilings,  I  will  neither 
trouble  myself,  nor  the  reader,  thus  by  him  related,  that 
baptism  is  the  vessel  of  the  Lord's  house ;  and  as  when 
the  house  of  the  Lord  was  destroyed,  and  the  vessels 
thereof  together  with  the  people  carried  into  Babylon, 
they  remained  still  the  vessels  of  the  Lord's  house,  in 
nature,  and  right,  though  profaned  by  Belshazzar ;  and 
being  brought  again  out  of  Babylon  to  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  were  not  to  be  new  cast,  but  being  pm-ified,  might 
again  be  used  to  holy  use  :  so  this  holy  vessel  of  baptism, 
though  profaned,  in  Babylon,  being  brought  again  to 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  remains  still  the  holy  vessel  of  the 
Lord's  house. 

Against  this  he  allegeth,  page  144,  1st.  That  our  baptism 
seeing  it  was  administered  upon  us  all  in  the  assemblies 
was  performed,  moulded,  and  made,  in  Babylon.  2nd. 
That  the  true  doctrine,  or  ordinance  of  baptism  either  car- 
ried to  Kome,  or  England  was  by  way  of  comparison  the 
vessel  of  the  Lords  house,  and  so  to  be  brought  back,  and 
used. 

The  administration  of  baptism  is  not  the  framing,  or 
moulding  of  it,  but  the  aj)plying,  and  using  of  it,  being 
formerly  moulded,  and  made  :  and  this  common  sense 
teacheth  :  otherwise  there  should  be  a  new  vessel  made 
and  moulded,  or  a  new  ordinance  brought  into  the  church 
every  time  that  baptism  is  administered.  The  outward 
washing,  then,  with  water  "  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,"  was  first  framed  and  moulded  in 
the  true  churches,  by  John  Baptist,  Christ  and  the  apostles, 
and  there,  at  the  first,  rightly  applied,  and  administered  : 
and  was  afterwards  usurped,  and  misajDplied  by,  and  in  the 
apostate  churches,  and  so  is  in  England  amongst  the  rest: 
whence  we  also  by  the  grace  of  God,  have  brought  it  into 
the  Lord's  house,  built  of  living  stones,  ordeiiy  laid  to- 
gether, for  a  spiritual  building  unto  him,  1  Pet.  ii.  5  :  and 
there  have  the  rightful  use  of  it,  being  purified  by  repent- 
ance. 

More  particularly.     If  the  true  doctrine  of  baptism  be 
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the  vessel  of  the  Lord's  house,  then,  cannot  this  vessel  of 
the  Lord's  house  be  brought  out  of  the  mother  Babylon, 
which  Eome  is,  because  the  doctrine  of  baptism  there  is 
most  false  in  itself:  as  that,  baptism  doth  by  the  very  v^ork 
done,  confer  grace,  and  wholly  abolish  original  sin  :  that  it 
imprinteth  in  the  soul  of  the  baptized  a  character,  or  mark 
indelible,  by  which  even  the  damned  in  hell,  which  have 
been  baptized,  are  differenced  from  the  unbaptized  :  that 
it  is  of  absolute  necessity  to  salvation :  that  such  infants 
are  to  be  baptized  as  neither  of  whose  parents  are  sancti- 
fied, or  faithful :  and  that  it  is  only  to  be  administered  by 
the  Pope's  anointed  ones,  save  in  the  case  of  necessity,  and 
that  then  the  midwife  may  do  it,  with  the  like.  How  then 
can  the  vessel  of  the  doctrine  of  true  baptism  be  brought 
from  Babylon,  where  it  is  not?  And  so  far  as  the  doctrine 
is  true,  so  far  the  baptism  is  true  also,  being  administered 
according  unto  it. 

The  truth  then,  is,  that,  as  there  were,  in  the  material 
temple,  both  the  vessels,  and  doctrine  teaching  their  use, 
so  is  there,  by  proj)ortion,  in  the  church  now  the  vessel  of 
baptism,  or  thing  ordained,  which  is  most  properly  called 
the  ordinance.  Lev.  v.  17 ;  Eom.  xiii.  1,  2,  and  the  doctrine 
ordaining,  and  teaching  it :  which  are  two  several  things 
in  all  men's  eyes,  which  have  sight  in  them.  And  since 
baptism  administered,  besides  the  doctrine  which  teacheth 
it,  is  appointed  of  God,  as  a  means,  to  signify,  and  apply 
the  blood,  and  Spirit  of  Christ  thereby  signified,  it  is  very 
absurd  to  deny  it  to  be  a  vessel  for  the  service  of  the  Lord's 
house,  and  of  the  holy  things  therein  :  rightly  used  in  the 
temple  ;  usurped  in  Babylon,  or  elsewhere. 

Lastly,  Mr.  Smyth,  and  Mr.  H.  with  him  in  their  Char- 
acter of  the  Beast,  &c.,  page  51,  confess,  that  if  the  Anti- 
christians  had  baptized  persons,  confessing  their  sins,  and 
their  faith  into  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Trinity, 
it  had  been  true  baptism,  though  in  the  hands  of  the  Anti- 
christians,  as  the  vessels  of  the  Lord's  house  in  the  hands 
of  the  Chaldeans,  and  therefore,  needed  not  repetition,  as 
the  vessels  needed  no  new  casting :  therein  acknowledging 
not  the  new  doctrine,  but  the  outward  washing  in  the  name 
of  the  Trinity  to  be  the  vessel  of  the  Lord's  house  in  Baby- 
lon :  as  also,  that  there  might  be  baptism  so  far  true,  with- 
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out  either  lawful  communion,  minister,  or  subject,  (for  all 
are  Antichristian,)  as  that  it  might  be  retained  without  re- 
petition :  which  is  also  justly  proved  from  circumcision, 
administered  in  a  profane  usurping  family,  though  naturally 
Israelitish,  either  in  Babylon,  or  Canaan,  or  elsewhere,  it 
matters  not,  and  not  to  be  repeated  upon  repentance. 

In  the  things  following,  being  partly  more  general,  and 
partly  already  handled,  I  will  be  the  briefer. 

He  first  tells  us,  page  149,  that  if  we  be  Judah,  and  come 
from  Israel,  then  we  must  not  war  against  her  as  against 
Babylon,  since  she  is  the  ten  tribes,  om-  brethren,  which 
were  not  false  Israelites,  but  the  tine  seed  of  Abraham. 
1  Kings  xii.  24. 

Edom  also  was  Israel's  brother,  and  the  true  seed  of 
Abraham  naturally,  against  whom  he  was  forbidden  to  war, 
as  against  Canaan,  Numb.  xx.  14,  21 ;  Deut.  ii.  4,  5,  &c. :  was 
Edom  therefore  the  true  church  or  interested  in  the  Lord's 
covenant,  as  well  as  Israel  then  ?  And  though  Judah  was, 
at  that  one  time,  by  special  restraint,  to  forbear  fighting 
against  the  ten  tribes,  as  there  was  a  time  also,  when  she 
might  not  fight  against  Babylon,  yet  not  so  at  other  times  ; 
but  she  was,  contrariwise,  holpen  of  the  Lord,  to  make  a 
very  great  slaughter  amongst  them.  2  Chron.  xiii.  3,  14 — ]  7. 
But  for  our  fighting  against  England,  it  is  only  by  the 
spiritual  weapons  of  our  testimony,  the  Word  of  God,  our 
practice  of  Christ's  ordinances  and  sufferings,  against  the 
confusion,  clergy,  and  superstitions  there  :  and  thus  we 
must  war  against  all  iniquity,  whether  of  apostate  Israel,  or 
Babylon,  it  matters  not. 

His  reasons  to  prove  Judah  as  well  as  Israel  a  false 
church,  are  of  no  weight.  And  1st,  it  is  not  true  he  saith, 
that  the  calves  set  u])  at  Dan  and  Bethel  did  no  more 
make  them  a  false  church,  for  in  speaking  of  false  Israelites, 
as  he  doth,  he  betrayeth  too  great  ignorance,  than  the 
setting  up  of  the  calf  in  Horeb.  For  that  calf  was  forthwith 
taken  down  again,  burnt  in  the  fire,  and  beaten  to  powder, 
the  chief  authors  of  the  idolatry  destroyed,  and  the  rest 
brought  to  repentance,  by  which  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  was 
pacified,  Exod.  xxxii.  and  xxxiii. :  whereas  the  ten  tribes 
continued  their  idolatry,  and  with  and  for  it,  their  schism 
from  the  true  church  Judah,  and  Jerusalem  :  and  so  were 
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for  their  obstinacy  and  irrepentance  joined  with  their  sin, 
cast  out  of  God's  favour. 

Alike  frivolous  is  his  second  argument :  from  Solomon's 
following  Ashtoreth,  Milcom,  and  other  idols  :  of  which  he 
also  repented,  as  appears  by  his  writing  the  Book  of  the 
Preacher,  besides  other  arguments,  and  whom  Judah  is  no- 
where said  to  have  followed  in  his  idolatiy,  as  did  the  ten 
tribes  Jeroboam,  in  his.  And  not  only  so,  but  they  went 
on  also  from  evil  to  worse :  adding  to  the  false  worship  of 
the  true  God  the  worship  of  false  gods,  Baal  and  others. 
1  Kings  xvi.  25,  31. 

Thirdly,  Though  Jerusalem  was  at  a  time  (in  the  body) 
called  by  the  prophet,  an  harlot,  and  her'  sins  said  to  be 
greater  than  either  Samaria's  or  Sodom's,  to  wit,  consider- 
ing her  estate,  and  means  of  bettering  (for  otherwise  her 
sins  in  themselves  were  not  comparable  to  theirs)  yet,  were 
there  many  in  her  abiding  faithful  in  the  Lord's  covenant, 
and  the  other  brought  again  into  the  bond  thereof,  by  re- 
pentance, after  the  rod  of  the  Lord's  connection  had  passed, 
over  them,  and  that  he  had  taken  the  chief  rebels  from 
amongst  them,  Ezek.  xx.  37,  38 ;  and  in  those  the  true 
church  consisted  ;  the  rest  not  being  true  members  there- 
of:  but  a  false  seed,  the  plants  of  a  strange  vine,  by  right 
to  have  been  cut  off  from  the  Lord's  people,  Jer.  ii.  21  : 
whereas  the  ten  tribes  went  on  in  their  sin,  without  re- 
pentance, or  retm^L-i  out  of  their  captivity,  into  the  land  of 
Canaan,  the  proper  seat  of  the  church.  But  of  these 
thinf^s  I  have  spoken  before  at  large,  as  also  of  the 
outward  baptism  received  in  England,  which  he  here  calls 
the  mark  of  the  beast,  and  us  for  it,  what  he  pleaseth : 
whereas,  though  he,  that  receives  any  doctrine,  or  ordi- 
nance of  God  ministered  by  the  power  of  Antichrist,  may 
therein  be  said  to  receive  the  mark  of  the  beast,  yet  that 
doctrine  or  ordinance  is  not  in  itself,  the  mark  of  the 
beast,  but  an  holy  thing  of  God,  how  unlawfully  soever 

administered.  .       ,       a      i  c  ^v. 

His  mistaking  the  speech  m  tlie  Apology  of  the  seven 
thousand  in  Israel,  I  have  formerly  manifested  The  pe- 
remptoiT  cloom  which  here  he  passeth  upon  all  m  Lng  - 
land  and  us  with  them,  as  out  of  the  state  of  gi^ace,  and 
salvation,  is  a  frait  of  his  rashness.     Well  is  it  for  us,  that 
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he  is  not  our  judge  :  and  better  much  had  it  been  for 
him,  if  he  had  judged  himseK  more  severely,  and  others 
more  charitably. 

Touching  Gal.  v.  1,  and  2  Cor.  iii.  17,  teaching,  that^ 
"  where  the  Spirit  of  Christ  is,  there  is  hberty :"  and  that 
w^e  must  "  stand  fast  in  the  liberty,  wherewith  Christ  hath 
freed  us,"  I  do  answer,  that  as  for  ourselves,  we  stand  for, 
and  enjoy  the  liberty  of  Christ  in  all  things,  to  our  know- 
ledge, and  power :  so  doubt  I  not  but  there  are  thousands 
in  England  truly  partakers  of  the  liberty  of  Christ,  both 
from  the  guilt,  and  tyranny  of  sin  in  their  measure,  not- 
withstanding that  spiritual  external  bondage  in  their 
church  order,  and  ordinances,  through  human  frailty. 
Wherein  if  they,  or  any  of  them,  either  affect  ignorance, 
or  pretend  it,  being  "  condemned  of  their  own  hearts," 
because  they  would  avoid  the  cross  of  Christ,  or  for  any 
other  carnal  respects,  "God  which  is  greater  than  their 
hearts,"  and  searcheth,  and  knoweth  them,  will  condemn 
them  much  more,  though  we,  through  love,  be  persuaded 
better  things  of  them.    1  John  iii.  20. 

It  is  true  he  addeth,  that  all  who  come  not  out  of 
Babylon,  or  receive  the  least  mark,  or  print  of  the  beast, 
that  is  yield  the  least  submission  unto  Antichrist,  are 
threatened  with  her  plagues,  and  under  the  Lord's  cm-se. 
Which  shows  how  gTeatly  the  Lord  abhorreth,  and  how  all 
his  people  ought  to  abhor  from  those  sms,  and  also  unto 
what  wrath  they  stand  subject  without  repentance.  But, 
withal,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  as  God  requireth  par- 
ticular repentance  for  sins  Imowoi,  so  doth  he  pardon  the 
unknown  sins  of  his  servants  upon  their  general  repent- 
ance arising  from  tme  faith  in  Christ,  and  having  joined 
with  it,  an  honest  and  earnest  desire,  to  know%  and  do  the 
whole  will  of  God :  otherwise  no  flesh  could  be  saved :  for 
no  man  knoweth  how  oft  he  offendeth.  Psa.  xix.  12.  And 
he  who  believes  not,  that  as  other  men  may,  so  God  doth 
know  much  evil  by  him,  even  against  all  the  command- 
ments, which  he  knows  not  by  himself,  (of  which  he  can 
only  repent  in  general)  neither  hath  leamt  to  know  God 
aright,  nor  other  men,  nor  himself,  how  much  soever  he 
presmne  of  his  knowledge,  which  alas,  was  too,  too  much 
this  vain  man's  malady. 
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His  other  two  affirmations,  pages  152 — 155,  that,  if  the 
faith  of  the  Church  of  England  be  true  faith,  then  the 
church  is  a  true  church ;  and  that,  if  the  church  be  not  a 
true  church,  then  is  it  a  company  of  infidels,  have  alike 
truth  in  both,  and  indeed  none  in  either.  Cornelius  and 
his  family  show  the  falsity  of  both ;  who  had  true  faith, 
and,  therefore,  were  not  a  company  of  infidels,  and  yet, 
were  not  a  true  visible  church,  of  which  w^e  speak.  Acts  x. 
True  faith  maketh  a  true  Christian  person  :  but  the  co- 
venanting, and  combining  of  a  company  of  such  into 
Christian  order  doth  immediately  make  the  church. 

And  for  John  xv.  19,  and  Matt.  xii.  30,  I  do  answer,  that 
a  man  may  truly  in  his  person  be  "chosen  out  of  the 
world,  and  for  Christ,"  in  his  measure,  though  he  be  not 
of  a  true  visible  church.  There  must  be  time  faith,  and 
holiness  before  the  true  church ;  for  of  faithful  persons 
the  church  must  be  gathered :  and  in  reason,  the  parts 
must  be  before  the  whole  to  be  made  of  them,  and  the 
stones,  and  timber  before  the  house. 

But  he  adds,  that  since  all  in  the  Church  of  England 
drink  of  one  cup,  1  Cor.  xi.,  they  are  all  one  body,  and  so 
no  double  respect  to  be  had,  nor  putting  of  difference  of 
persons. 

It  is  true,  they  are  all  one  body,  and  there  should  be  no 
such  contrary  spirits  :  but  all  the  members  of  one  body 
should  be  led  by  one  spirit  in  a  measure:  for  there  is  (to 
wit,  in  right)  "one  body,  and  one  spirit,"  Eph.  iv.  4,  but 
who,  having  in  him  any  light  of  the  Spirit,  ^eeth  not  the 
contrary ;  and  that,  in  that  one  body  of  the  national,  and 
parishional  church,  and  churches,  two  contrary  spirits 
rule  ?  By  right,  there  is  ,none  but  led  by  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  in  the  true  church  and  body  of  Christ :  nor  any  led 
by  that  Spirit,  out  of  it,  or  in  any  other  society.  But  that 
o-ood,  whether  in  persons  or  things,  which  Satan  hath  not 
had  power  to  destroy,  he  hath  laboured  to  confound,  and 
mingle  with  evil,  what  he  possibly  could,  both  by  thrust- 
ing false  brethren  into  the  true  church,  and  by  keeping 
godly  persons  out  of  it.  So  that  the  servants  of  God 
stand  in  great  need  as  first,  of  spiritual  discerning  to  know 
<yood,  and  evil,  so  after,  of  true  zeal  on  the  one  side,  that 
they  be  not  for  the  good's  sake  entangled  with  any  evil ; 
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as  also  of  godly  moderation,  and  sobriety,  on  the  other 
side,  no  way  to  wrong  that  which  is  good  for  the  evil's 
sake,  mingled  with  it :  as  this  man  hath  done  in  the  fro- 
w^ardness  of  his  heart  instead  of  zeal,  making  no  difference 
between  himself,  and  others,  so  walking  in  his  and  their 
best  profession,  in  England  :  and  the  most  desperate  crew^ 
of  atheists,  and  epicures  in  their  professed  contempt  of  God. 
His  plea  which  foUoweth,  that  the  Pope  and  Papists  are 
not  true  believers,  we  do  receive  :  and  profess  withal,  that 
no  infants  of  such,  or  of  any  other  parents,  the  one  where- 
of is  not  faithful,  is  to  be  baptized :  and  practise  accord- 
ingly, as  he  knew  well.  Gen.  xvii.  7  ;  1  Cor.  vii.  14. 
And  his  accusation  that  we  hold  all  infants,  whether  of 
believing,  or  unbelieving  parents  to  be  baptized,  and  so 
practise,  is  unjust,  and  but  a  mere  presumption  inferred 
upon  our  not  rebaptizing  the  baptized  formerly  in  the 
assemblies.  Which  our  practice,  I  hope,  is  sufficiently 
justified,  against  his  loud,  and  licentious  clamours,  (al- 
though by  them  he  have  affrighted  two,  or  three  simple 
people,  from  that  their  baptism  so  received,)  as  also,  that 
his  peremptory  position,  that  whatsoever  is  not  done 
aright,  is  to  be  accounted  as  not  done  at  all,  and  is  to  be 
cast  away,  notwithstanding  any  after- repentance,  is  but  a 
short  cut  of  his  haste,  and  fruit  of  his  ignorance  :  which 
tw^o  being  coupled  together,  cannot  but  gender  many 
monsters. 


CHAPTER  V. 

OF  THE  BAPTISM  OF  INFANTS. 

He  proceedeth  to  the  baptism  of  infants ;  a  point  of  gi'eat 
both  difference  between  us,  and  weight  in  itself;  and  which 
concerneth  all  churches,  at  all  times,  whereas  the  former 
respects  only  such  churches  as  come  out  of  a  state  of 
apostacy. 

And  to  prove  infants  incapable  of  baptism,  he  begins 
with  the  covenant  of  the  gospel,  or  new  testament,  which 
he  rightly  makes  one,  as,  indeed  they  are  in  substance  ; 
though  the  new  testament  may  be  taken  in  a  stricter 
sense,  for  the  gospel  more  clearly  dispensed  since  Christ 
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came  in  the  flesh  :  touching  which  covenant  he  speaketh 
thus : — 

"  This  is  the  covenant,  saith  the  Lord,  that  I  will  make 
with  the  house  of  Israel,  I  will  put  my  law  in  their  inward 
parts,  and  wiite  it  in  their  hearts,  and  I  will  be  their  God, 
and  they  shall  be  my  people."  Jer.  xxxi.  33;  Heb.  viii.  10. 
And  our  Saviour  Christ  declares  this  more  fully,  Markxvi. 
16,  where  he  saith,  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach 
the  gospel ;  he  that  shall  believe  and  be  baptized,  shall  be 
saved."  And  here,  saith  he,  pages  162 — 166,  is  the  new  cove- 
nant set  down  both  on  God's  behalf,  and  theirs,  with  whom 
it  is  made.  On  God's  that  he  would  write  his  law  in  men's 
hearts,  by  the  power  of  his  Sjoirit  in  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel,  and  will  be  their  God,  and  save  them :  ancl  on  the 
people's  behalf,  to  believe  the  gospel  and  to  be  baptized. 
And  hereupon  he  infers,  and  concludes  that  children  are 
not  within  the  covenant  of  the  new  testament,  or  gos^Dcl, 
and  therefore  not  to  be  baptized. 

Let  the  reader  in  the  first  place  observe,  that  the  word 
covenant  in  the  Hebrew^  nn^,  as  Jeremiah  hath  it,  signifieth 
any  compact  or  agreement  upon  a  difference,  between  two 
or  more.  "V^Tiich  the  LXX.  in  the  Greek  Bible,  and  so  the 
apostle  after  them,  turn  by  a  word,  hiaO^Kr],  signifying  a 
will  or  testament  properly.  So  that  he  who  aright  under- 
stands, and  well  weighs  the  veiy  word,  will  plainly  see, 
how  Mr.  H.  erreth  in  making  the  writing  of  God's  law  in 
men's  hearts,  the  covenant  on  God's  behalf,  or  baptism  any 
part  of  it  on  men's  behalf.  The  covenant  is  the  very  agree- 
ment and  promise  by  mutual  accord,  for  the  things  to  be 
done,  and  not  the  doing  of  the  things,  which  is  the  keep- 
ing of  the  covenant  or  promise  made.  And  so  all  that  can 
be  concluded  hence  is  that  God  receiveth  none  into  his 
church  but  such  as  in  whose  hearts  he  promiseth  to  write 
his  law  ;  which  he  promised  to  do  to  the  infants  of  the 
faithful,  in  promising  Abraham  to  be  the  God  of  his  seed: 
and  more  particularly  in  promising  to  circumcise  (which  is 
all  one  with  writing  his  law  in)  the  hearts  of  the  seed  of 
his  people.  Deut.  sxx.  6.  By  which  it  is  also  evidently 
proved,  that  the  infants  of  faithful  parents  are,  together 
wath  them,  within  the  Lord's  covenant. 

But  to  answer  more  fully :  the  intent  of  the  prophet,  and 
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SO  of  the  apostle  following  him,  is  to  oppose  the  old  cove- 
nant, or  testament  of  works  written  with  ink  in  tables  of 
stone,  and  the  new  testament,  or  covenant  of  grace  written 
in  the  hearts  of  men  by  the  finger  of  God's  Spirit.  Exod. 
xxxi.  18 ;  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26,27;  2  Cor.  iii.  3.  Now  the  persons 
with  whom  the  Lord  made  these  covenants,  primarily  and 
expressly,  both  the  one  and  other  were  men  of  years  ;  but 
in  whom  their  infants  were  included,  and  so  within  these 
the  Lord's  covenants,  though  secondarily,  and  as  was 
agreeable  to  their  estate. 

These  men  profess  everywhere,  and  truly,  (although  not 
upon  good  grounds)  that  the  Israelitish  infants  were  within 
the  old  covenant,  or  testament ;  and  yet  when  God  either 
proclaimed  it  upon  Mount  Sinai,  or  wrote  it  in  the  tables 
of  stone,  they  knew  not  what  it  meant,  neitlier  could  they 
have  the  same  use  of  it  with  their  parents,  and  others  of 
discretion,  as  may  appear  in  the  particulars  contained  in 
the  scriptures,  Exod.  xix.  10,  11,  15,  21,  *25  :  xx.  1,  2,  8, 
12,  18,  19,  amongst  others,  where  it  is  set  do^vu ;  doth  it 
therefore  follow  that  those  infants  were  not  within  the  com- 
pass of  the  old  testament,  or  law?  So  neither  folioweth  it 
because  the  infants  of  the  faithful  now  cannot  for  the  present 
observe  the  conditions  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  or  reap  all 
the  fi'uits  thereof,  and  particularly,  to  have  the  law  written 
in  their  hearts  by  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  and  work  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  that  therefore  they  are  excluded  from  the 
covenant  of  grace,  or  testament  of  Christ.  Children  may 
with  far  better  reason  be  denied  to  have  been  within  the 
covenant  of  the  old  testament,  or  law,  upon  which  the  cm^se 
folioweth,  than  to  be  shut  out  of  the  new  covenant  of  grace, 
and  mercy.  Gal.  iii.  10.  And  upon  this  gTound  infants 
should  not  be  within  either  the  natural  covenant  or  bond 
mth  their  parents,  or  the  civil  covenant  with  theh  magis- 
trates, because  they  cannot  for  the  present  "Honour  father 
and  mother,"  which  is  the  condition  of  these  covenants  on 
theh  behah.  His  exception  then,  that  "  infants  cannot  by 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  have  God  s  law  written  in  their 
heart,"  tliis  being  but  a  condition  of  the  covenant,  which 
respects  men  of  riper  yeai's,  is  of  no  force. 

Wlien  the  Lord  saith  to   Israel,  ''I  am  thy  God,"  his 
meaning  is  not  to  exclude  their  infants,  though  he  spake 
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not  unto  them,  but  to  exclude  other  peoples,  and  nations: 
so  where  he  makes  this  new  covenant  with  those  in  whose 
hearts  he  writes  his  laws,  he  doth  not  debar  their  children, 
but  wicked  men  destitute  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  from 
under  his  promise.     So  for  Mark  xvi.  15,  16,  which  he  also 
alleges,  where  Christ  sends  his  apostles  into  the  world  to 
preach  the  gospel,  and  adds  that  "he  who  believeth,  and  is 
baptized,  shall  be  saved,"  he  no  more  intends  to  exclude 
the  infants   of  the   faithful    from   baptism,  because   they 
believe  not,  than  from  salvation  because  they  believe  not, 
which  is  yet  more  plain  in  the  words  following,  "but  he 
that  believes  not  shall  be  damned."     Shall  children  now 
be  damned  because  they  believe  not  ?     There  is,  hence, 
more  colour  for  that,  than  that  they  shall  not  be  baptized 
because  they  believe   not:  for  Christ  saith  not,  "he  that 
believes  not""  shall  not  be  baptized,  but  "  shall  be  damned." 
The  thing  then  is,  Christ  neither  excludes  the  children  of 
believers  from  baptism,  nor  from  salvation,  for  want  of  faith, 
but  unbelievers,  and  such  as  refuse  the  gospel  from  both. 
So  that  the   stone  upon  which  these  men  stumble,  is  the 
ignorance  of  the  opposition  in  the  scriptures  they  bring  ; 
which  is  not  between  believers,  or  sanctified  persons,  and 
their  children,  but  between  them  and  unbelieving  and  pro- 
fane persons ;  who  are   shut  from  the  Lord's  "  covenant, 
baptism,  and  salvation."     But  where  in  sharing  this  cove- 
nant "on  man's  behalf,"  into  faith,  and  baptism,  he  makes 
the  one  part  thereof,  his  being  baptized,  he  speaks  he  knows 
not  what,  and  yet  wonders  that  all  men  believe  him  not. 
For  as  baptism  is  indeed  no  part  of  the  covenant,  but  a 
sign  and  seal  of  further  conlirmation,  so  is  it  principally 
and  in  the  main  end  performed,  not  on  man's  behalf  toward 
God,  but  on  God's  behalf  towards  men;   God,  by  the  out- 
ward washing  of  the  body  with  water,  signifying,  confirm- 
ing, and  applying  the  inward  washing  of  the  soul,  by  the 
blood,  and  Spirit  of  Christ,  and  for  the  further  testification 
of  the  admission  of  the  party  baptized  into   the  family  of 
God,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  into  whose  name 
he  is  baptized  :  whereas,  in  a  second,  and  inferior  respect, 
it  is  a  work  of  man  unto  God,  for  the  profession,  and  ex- 
ercise of  faith,  repentance,  and  thankfulness,  in  them  who 
received  the  former  covenant,  and  promise  with  the  con- 
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firmation  thereof,  on  God's  part,  towards  them,  and  theirs; 
as  it  is  also,  thirdly,  a  sign  of  union  between  the  members 
of  the  church ;  and  in  the  fourth  and  last  place,  a  badge 
of  Christianity,  and  sign  of  distinction  between  the  true 
church  and  all  false  churches.  The  same  considerations 
are  to  be  had  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  And  they  who  know 
not  these  things,  had  need  have  the  foundation  of  the  doc- 
trine of  baptism,  and  other  principles  of  Christian  religion 
laid  again,  Heb.  vi.  1,  2;  and  yet  the  want  of  the  knowledge 
of  this,  and,  in  especial,  that  the  sacraments  are  in  their 
first  and  main  end  works  of  God  to  men,  by  which  he  can 
both  declare,  and  effect  his  goodness  towards  infants,  though 
for  the  present,  they  neither  know  it,  nor  can  do  anything 
again  to  the  Lord  in  answer  thereunto,  is  a  main  ground 
of  that  offence,  wdiich  these  men  take  at  our  receiving  and 
baptizing  of  infants.  And  if  the  new  covenant  or  testa- 
ment consist  so  much  in  baptism,  as  these  men  think,  then 
could  not  Adam,  and  Abraham,  and  other  the  holy  patri- 
archs, and  prophets  unbaptized,  have  been  within  the  com- 
pass of  the  covenant,  and  promise  of  grace,  or  have  had 
their  parts  in  the  testament  of  Christ,  the  promised  seed. 
Also  if  baptism  were,  especially  so  great,  a  part  of  the 
covenant,  so  oft  as  any  either  person  or  church,  renewed 
their  covenant,  especially  after  any  greater  sin,  they  should 
so  oft  renew  their  baptism  also. 

These  things  thus  laid  down  by  way  of  answ^er,  it  re- 
mains I  prove  by  the  Scriptures,  and  further  arguments, 
that  the  infants  of  the  faithful  ai^e  within  the  compass  of 
the  new  covenant  here  spoken  of. 

And  since  all  children  coming  naturally  of  Adam,  are 
conceived,  and  born  in  sin,  and,  l3y  natm^e,  the  children  of 
wrath,  Psa.  li.  5  ;  Eph.  ii.  2  ;  if  these  men  believe,  as  they 
do  of  all,  that  their  children  so  dying  shall  be  saved  by 
Christ,  then  must  they  have  a  part  in  his  testament,  or  in 
this  new  covenant,  which  are  all  one.  There  are  not  two 
new  covenants,  or  testaments  established  in  the  blood  of 
Christ,  but  one.  And  since  Christ  is  propounded  unto  us 
as  the  saviour  of  his  body,  which  is  his  climxdi,  it  is  more 
than  strange,  that  these  men  will  have  all  infants  saved  by 
Christ,  and  yet  none  of  them  to  be  of  his  body  or  church. 
Eph.  V.  23;  CoL  i.  18. 
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It  pleased  God,  in  his  special  love,  to  send  his  Son  to 
take  upon  him  our  nature,  and  so  our  childhood,  that  as 
the  head  thereof,  he  might  sanctify  even  that  estate  for  his 
body,  the  church  :  with  which  he  did  also  in  the  days  of 
his  flesh,  visibly  communicate  his  grace,  consecrating  unto 
his  Father,  as  their  true  high-priest,  the  infants  of  the 
Jewish  church,  by  laying  his  hands  on  them,  and  blessing 
them.   Markx.  13,16. 

I  add,  if  any,  either  children,  or  men  of  years,  be  to 
"  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,"  they  must  be  boi-n 
again :  and  this  new  birth  must  be  by  the  Spirit  of  God 
working  in  either,  according  to  their  kind,  and  writing 
God's  law  in  their  hearts ;  in  those  of  years,  distinctly, 
and  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  in  infants,  otherwise, 
according  to  the  efficacy  of  the  power,  and  grace  of  God. 

Lastly,  It  is  evident  that  the  chikben  of  the  faithful  are 
within  this  covenant  of  the  gospel  or  new  testament,  by 
that  covenant  which  God  made  with  faithful  Abraham, 
and  his  seed,  adding  the  seal  of  circumcision  to  ratify  it. 
Gen.  xvii.  10 — 14.  But,  that  this  was  the  covenant  of  the 
gospel,  or  new  testament,  Mr.  Helwisse  denietb,  and  op- 
poseth.  I  will  therefore  answer  what  he  objecteth,  and 
then  prove  my  exposition,  and  affirmation  by  the  Scrip- 
tures. 

And  first,  he  lays  down  this  covenant.  Gen.  xvii.,  on  the 
Lord's  behalf,  thus  :  "  I  will  establish  my  covenant  between 
me,  and  thee,  and  thy  seed  after  thee,  and  their  generations 
for  an  everlasting  covenant  to  be  God  unto  thee,  and  to 
thy  seed  after  thee,"  ver.  7,  and  on  Abraham's  behalf,  and 
his  seed,  in  these  words,  "  This  is  the  covenant  that  thou, 
and  thy  seed  after  thee  shall  keep,  Let  every  man  child 
among  you  be  circumcised  :  you  shall  circumcise  the  fore- 
skin, as  well  of  him  that  is  born  in  the  house,  as  of  him 
that  is  bought  with  money:"  adding  for  exposition,  page  IGG, 
that  *'  thus  the  Lord  declai'es  in  eveiy  particular  his  cove- 
nant with  his  people,  as  well  what  he  will  do  for  them, 
as  what  he  requires  them  to  do,  in  obedience  to  him." 

A  great  untiTith,  and  full  of  ignorance.  Is  the  land  of 
Canaan  all  that  the  Lord  covenants  and  promises  to  give 
unto  Abraham  and  his  seed?  What  is  this  but  to  make 
the  Lord's  23eople  an  herd  of  oxen  which  are  promised  to 
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be  brought  into  a  fat  pasture,  there  to  feed  at  ease  ?  And 
is  circumcision  of  their  males  all,  in  particular,  which  God 
requires  of  his  people  by  covenant,  which  any  profane 
Shechemite  might  do,  and  did  as  well,  and  as  [diligently 
as  they  ?  and  which  being  done  without  faith,  and  repent- 
ance, doth  no  way  jplease  but  offend  God.  Isa.  i.  11,  12  ; 
Heb.  xi.  6. 

The  Lord  promised  to  be  a  God  (even  all-sufficient,  as 
ver.  1,)  unto  Abraham,  and  his  seed,  ver.  7,  that  is,  to  be 
all  happiness  and  bliss  unto  them :  for  blessed  are  the 
people  that  have  the  Lord  for  their  God.  Psa.  cxhv.  15. 
And  except  we  will  say  they  had  only  bodies,  and  no  souls, 
God  in  promising  to  be  their  God,  promiseth  not  only  to 
be  the  God  of  their  bellies,  and  backs,  but  of  their  souls 
most;  as  the  soul  of  a  man  is  most  the  man.  And  so 
Christ  himself  teacheth  against  the  Sadducees,  that  God 
in  calhng  himself  tlie  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob, 
and  so  of  their  seed  the  Hebrews,  means,  that  he  is  the 
God  of  their  souls,  and  that  most  specially,  which  lived 
when  their  bodies  were  dead.  Exod.  iii.  6 ;  Matt.  xxii.  32, 

The  aj)ostle  Paul,  who  well  understood  the  Lord's  mean- 
ing, doth  interpret  the  promises  of  this  covenant  with 
Abraham,  as  meant  of  better  things  than  Canaan,  and 
indeed  as  comprehending  in  them,  (though  more  darkly, 
according  to  the  dispensation  of  those  times)  Christ  him- 
self, and  in  him  all  sj)iritual  blessings.  And  so  speaking 
of  this  covenant,  or  promise,  with,  or  to  Abraham,  and 
his  seed,  avoucheth,  that  by  his  seed  is  meant  Christ,  Gal. 
iii.  15,  10,  viz.,  as  the  head  with  his  body,  the  church  of 
the  JcAvs,  and  Gentiles  also  in  their  time  "  made  one  in 
him,"  Epli.  iii.  6  ;  as  he  also  proveth,  Eom.  iv.  3,  18,  and 
Gal.  iii.  6  ;  that  Abraham's  believing  the  promise  of  God 
for  the  multiplying  of  his  seed.  Gen.  xv.  5,  6,  and  xvii.  4; 
was  imputed  to  him  for  righteousness  to  justification  : 
therein  teaching,  evidently,  that  in  this  promise  was  com- 
prehended Christ,  and  spiritual  things:  otherwise,  how 
could  Abraham  be  justified  by  believing  it?  And  how 
carnally  soever  these  men  are  conceited  of  this  covenant, 
and  promise,  Abraham  in  it  saw  Christ's  day,  and  seeing 
it,  rejoiced.  John  viii.  56. 

And  for  tlie  land  of  Canaaii,  albeit  in  itself,  and  natu- 
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rally,  but  like  other  lands,  yet  was  it  by  the  Lord  sanctified 
to  spiritual  ends,  and  uses  :  as  to  be  the  peculiar  inherit- 
ance of  God's  peculiar  people,  unto  which  it  was  allotted 
from  the  first  division  of  the  sons  of  Adam,  and  distribu- 
tion of  their  possession  by  the  Most  High,  Deut.  xxxii.  8 ; 
whither  he  would  bring  his  people,  and  there  plant  them 
in  the  mountain  of  his  inheritance,  in  the  sanctuary,  which 
his  hands  had  established,  Exod.  xv.  17:  where  he  would 
have  his  tabernacle  pitched,  and  temple  built,  for  his  most 
solemn  presence,  and  worship  :  out  of  which  land  when 
the  ten  tribes  were  carried  captive,  he  is  said  to  have  put 
them  out  of  his  sight,  2  Kings  xvii.  18  :  the  very  land 
being  figuratively  holy,  and  a  sacrament  of  God's  presence, 
and  the  resting  of  God's  people  there  a  sign  of  their 
eternal  rest  in  heaven,  Heb.  iii.  11  ;  iv.  5,  8:  into  which 
not  Moses,  but  Joshua  or  Jesus,  the  type  of  our  and  their 
true  Jesus,  was  to  bring  them.  Neither  did  the  Lord 
indeed  promise  either  entrance  into,  or  continuance  in  that 
land,  but  upon  the  conditions  of  eternal  life  :  true  faith  in 
the  gospel,  with  the  love,  and  fear  of  God,  and  faithful 
obedience  of  his  commandments  :  godliness  having  then 
as  it  hath  now,  and  always,  the  promise  of  good  things  for 
this  life,  and  the  life  to  come  :  of  earthly  things  then 
more  distinctly  and  fully,  but  of  heavenly  things  more 
generally  and  sparingly:  where  now  on  the  contrary,  there 
is  a  more  clear,  and  full  revelation  of  heavenly  things, 
but  the  promise  of  things  earthly,  more  general'and  spar- 
ing. Heb.  in.  17 — 19,  with'  iv.  2;  Lev.  xx.  1,  2,  &c.  ;  xxvi. 
39;  Deut.  x.  12,  13,  with  xi.  1,  8,  9,  22—24;  1  Cor.  x.  5— 
7  ;  1  Tim.  iv.  8,  9.  It  is  therefore  an  ill  collection  he 
makes,  that  because  God  promised  earthly  Canaan,  there- 
fore not  heavenly  things  :  the  promise  of  them  was  con- 
tained in  the  other,  which  all  amongst  them  but  hypocrites 
understood  and  tasted  of. 

The  like  folly  with  the  former  showeth  he,  in  affirming 
that  the  circumcision  of  their  males  was  all  the  obedience 
which  God  required  of  Abraham,  and  his  seed,  for  the 
keeping  of  the  covenant  on  their  part  towards  him.  For,  1. 
Circumcision  (which  must  be  well  considered)  was  not  ap- 
pointed of  God  principally  for  a  work  of  their  obedience 
towards  him,  but  for  a  sign  or  seal  of  confirmation,  on  his 
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part,  towards  them,  of  the  righteousness  of  faith  imputed 
to  Abraham,  the  root,  in  the  promised  seed.  Eom.  iv.  11. 
2ndly.  It  is  evident  that  this  covenant  unto  which  tlie  land 
of  Canaan  was  an  appurtenance,  was  contracted  and  made 
with  Abraham  many  years  before  circumcision  was  once 
mentioned.  Gen.  xii.  3,  6,  7;  xiii.  14 — 16;  xv.  1,  4,  5,  18. 
Which  covenant  God  also  renewed  with  the  Israelites  his 
seed  in  the  wilderness,  the  most  of  them  being  uncircum- 
cised.  Deut.  xxix.  and  xxx.,  compared  with  Josh.  v.  2 — 6. 
By  which  it  is  evident  that  circumcision  was  so  far  from 
being  the  substance  of  the  covenant,  as  that  it  was  not  so 
much  as  any  substantial  part  of  it,  but  only  a  sign  of  ratifica- 
tion, and  that  specially  on  God's  part,  as  Avas  Canaan  an 
accessory  unto  it.  3dly.  The  apostle,  Eom.  iv.,  proving  at 
lai'ge,  justification  by  faith,  without  works,  and  so  specially 
without  circumcision,  of  which  as  of  a  special  work  the 
Jews  made  account,  takes  Abraham  for  an  instance,  and 
shows,  that  he  was  first  justified  by  believing  God's  free 
promise  touching  his  seed,  Christ,  and  so  the  church  in 
him,  as  well  as  of  uncircumcised  Gentiles  in  their  time,  as 
of  circumcised  Jews  :  and  adds,  that  after  this,  he  received 
the  seal  of  circumcision,  for  the  confirmation  of  this  bond 
of  promise,  on  God's  part,  having  the  promise  itself  before. 
Which,  circumcision,  therefore,  whosoever  presumed  to 
use,  whether  upon  himself,  or  his  infant,  not  having  before 
the  promise  of  Christ,  and  faith  for  justification,  with 
Abraham,  he  did  treacherously  usurp  the  great  seal  of  the 
King  of  heaven  and  earth.  The  lawful  using,  then,  of  cir- 
cumcision did  presuppose,  both  God's  promise,  and  his 
faith  who  was  to  use  it,  either  upon  himself,  or  his  child. 
And  since  without  faith  no  man  either  can,  or  ever  could 
please  God,  especially,  in  the  matters  of  his  worship, 
whereof  circumcision  was  one  ;  and  that  God  appointed 
his  people  so  to  worship  him  in  it,  and  all  other  things,  as 
they  might  please  him  therein,  it  followeth  necessarily, 
that  he  required  true  faith  in  all,  whom  he  enjoined,  or 
rather  privileged  to  circumcise  their  infants.  Gen.  iv.  4, 
with  Heb.  xi.  4—6  ;  Matt.  iii.  17  ;  1  Cor.  x.  5  ;  Heb.  iii.  17. 
Neither  indeed  do  the  Scriptures  of  those  times,  more 
plenteously  testify  any  one  thing,  than,  that  the  Israelites 
did  most  heinously  transgress,  and  break  God's  covenant 


Hosted  by  Google 


206  OF  RELIGIOUS  COMMUNION. 

with  Abraham  and  them,  when  they  did  use,  and  observe 
circumcision  very  diligently :  which  had  the  covenant,  on 
their  part,  stood  in  circumcision,  they  had  not  done.  Isa. 
xxiv.  5;  Jer.  xi.  10;  Hos.  viii.  1.  And  (for  conclusion)  that 
the  Lord  God  should  separate  a  people,  as  his  own  pecu- 
liar, above  all  the  peoples  in  the  earth,  into  covenant  with 
himself,  to  worship  him,  and  to  enjoy  his  special  presence, 
and  yet  should  require  no  more  of  them  for  the  keeping  of 
this  covenant,  than  the  cutting  of  their  foreskins,  is  a  mere 
mockery,  unworthily  blemishing  God's  great  majesty,  and 
from  the  imagination  whereof  all  godly-wise  men  do  abhor. 

Now  though  this  which  I  have  spoken  be  more  than 
enough,  yet  will  I,  for  more  clearness,  annex  a  few  other  rea- 
sons to  prove  this  covenant  with  Abraham,  and  his  seed,  the 
covenant  of  the  gospel,  and  the  same  with  ours,  now,  for 
substance  ;  and  established  in  Christ  to  come,  as  ours,  in 
Christ  come  in  the  flesh. 

And,  1.  The  apostle  to  the  Galatians,  iii.  8,  expressly 
teacheth,  that  the  gospel  was  preached  unto  Abraham,  "  In 
thee  shall  all  the  Gentiles  be  blessed;"  and,  ver.  17,  that 
the  covenant  with,  and  in  Abraham's  seed,  was  confirmed 
of  God  in  respect  of  Christ,  and  that  430  years  before  the 
law,  or  old  testament  was  given.  And  here  also  the  apostle 
answereth  Mr.  Helwisse  his  objection,  and  removeth  that 
great  stone  of  offence,  which  he,  and  others  cast  in  their 
own  way  ;  which  is,  *'  that  the  old  testament,  or  covenant 
with  the  ordinances  thereof  is  disanulled,  Heb.  vii.  18,  and 
that  we  ought  not  to  frame  the  new  covenant  like  the  old, 
as  we  do,  in  the  baptizing  of  infants,  because  infants  then 
were  circumcised."  The  apostle  answereth  directly  (to  let 
pass  other  things)  that  the  covenant  with  Abraham  was 
confirmed  in  respect  of  Christ :  and  that  it  was  not  the  law 
or  old  testament,  which  was  added  430  years  after  for 
transgression,  and  so  is  abolished  indeed,  but  could  not 
disannul  the  former  covenant  of  the  gospel. 

And  because  these  men  (whose  recovery  I  do  from  mine 
heart  desire  of  the  Lord)  do  especially  stumble  at  this,  that 
the  covenant  made  with  Abraham,  and  his  seed,  was  the 
covenant  of  the  law,  or  old  testament,  I  will  (and  that  briefly 
as  I  can)  show  the  clear,  and  evident  difference  between 
these  two  testaments.  Wliich  had  such  of  our  later  writers* 
*  Calvin,  Eucer,  Bucanus. 
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as  have  been  most  followed  obsen^ed  and  put  distinctly, 
as  others'-?^  have  done,  much  hght  had  been  given  for  the 
preventing  of  this  eiTor. 

And  1.  This  difference  appears  notoriously,  in  the  time. 
For  this  old  and  cancelled  covenant  was  made  with  the 
people  of  Israel  in  the  day  when  the  Lord  took  them  by 
the  hand  and  brought  them  out  of  Eg}'pt,  Jer.  xxxi.  32, 
which  was  430  yeai's  after  the  covenant  made  with  Abra- 
ham, as  the  scriptures  formerly  cited  teach. 

2.  The  law,  or  old  testament,  w^as  given  in  Mount 
Sinai,  Exod.  xix.,  whereas  the  covenant  with  Abraham 
was  first  drawn  in  Ur  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  afterward 
confirmed,  and  renewed  in  Canaan.  Gen.  xi.,  xii.,  x^-., 
and  xvii. 

3.  The  law  was  given  with  great  terror  of  burning,  fire, 
and  smoke,  and  blackness,  and  tempest,  on  the  moimt, 
with  the  loud  sound  of  the  tmmpet,  as  became  the  glory  of 
God's  justice,  Exod.  xix.  16,  18;  Pleb.  xii.  18:  but  the 
covenant  with  Abraliam  was  free  from  all  terror,  and  re- 
plenished with  all  sweetness  of  love,  and  mercy,  and 
comfort  against  sin. 

4.  The  old  testament  had  Moses  for  the  mediator, 
Exod.  xix.  14,  19;  Gal.  iii.  19  :  whereas  Abraham  himself 
received  the  other  from  God,  in  the  mediation  of  Christ, 
as  I  have  formerly  shown. 

5.  The  law  was  dedicated  in  the  blood  of  beasts,  and 
established  unto  the  people  under  the  priesthood  of  the 
Levites,  Exod.  xxiv.  6,  7,  &c.  ;  Heb.  vii.  11  :  where  the 
covenant  with  Abraliam  was  established  in  the  promised 
seed  Christ,  and  in  his  blood :  himself  being  both  priest 
and  sacrifice.  Gal.  iii.  16. 

Lastly.  The  covenant  of  the  law,  or  old  testament,  had 
indeed  the  promise  of  good  things  heavenly,  and  eai-thly, 
but  under  the  condition  of  perfect  obedience  to  all  the 
commandments,  Lev.  xviii.  5  ;  Gal.  iii.  10,  12  ;  Deut.  xxvii. 
26  :  and  under  the  threatening  of  the  contrary  curse  to  the 
least  breach  of  any  of  them.  Whereupon,  respecting  man's 
cori-uption,  and  inability  to  keep  it,  Acts  xiii.  38,  and  xv.  10; 
Eom.  viii.  3,  7,  it  is  said  to  be  weak,  and  unprofitable,  yea, 
generating  to  bondage,  Gal.  iv.  24,  and  the  power  of  sin, 
1  Cor.  XV.  56,  causing  wrath,  and  death,  Eom.  iv.  15,  and 
*  Melaiicthon,  Cliemiiitius,  Soliiiiiis,  Amiinius, 
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vii.  6 ;  the  letter  which  killeth,  and  administration,  of 
death,  and  condemnation,  2  Cor.  iii.  6,  7.  But  of  the 
covenant,  and  promise  which  God  made  with,  and  to 
Abraham,  the  Scriptm^es  do  not  so  speak,  neither  can  any 
man  having  wisdom,  and  grace.  It  was  profitable  every 
manner  of  way,  and  the  means  both  to  beget,  and  nomish 
faith  in  him,  and  his. 

The  confounding,  then,  of  the  covenant  given  to  Abra- 
ham with  that  given  by  Moses,  is  in  itself  a  great  error, 
and  the  ground  of  this  amongst  other  evils,  that  it  curseth 
where    God  blesseth.      For   where    God   promised   unto 
Abraham,  and  his  seed  a  blessing  in  that  covenant,  this 
other  of  the  law  bringeth   all  flesh,  as  unable  to  keep  it, 
under  God's  curse  :  being  given  principally  for  transgres- 
sion ;  that  is,  to  discover  men's  transgressions,  and  sins, 
that  despairing  in  themselves  they  might  fly  to  the  gracious 
promise  made  to  Abraham,  and  in  it,  unto  Christ  to  come, 
and  so  find  mercy  with  God  through  repentance.     Which 
covenant,  therefore,  the  Lord  upon  their  repentance,  so  oft 
renewed  with  the  seed  of  Abraham :  whereas  the  covenant 
of  the  law  admits  of  no  repentance  for  mercy  by  it,  but 
stands  peremptory  in,  and  upon  "  Do  this,  and  live  :"  and 
"  Cursed  be  he  that  abideth  not  in  all  things  written  in 
the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them."  And  this  so  oft  renovation 
of  the  covenant  made  with  Abraham  doth  plainly  show  it 
not  to  be  the  covenant  of  the  law,  but  of  the  gospel,  whose 
two  general  virtues   are,  faith  in   Christ,  and  repentance. 
Mark  i.  15. 

But  it  will  be  demanded.  How  the  covenant  made  with 
Abraham  could  be  called  the  new  covenant,  and  that  by 
Moses  430  years  after,  the  old  covenant,  or  testament? 

First.  In  respect  of  the  object,  upon  which  the  law 
worketh  properly,  which  is  the  old  man,  or  part  unre- 
generate  :  which  it  convinceth,  suppresseth,  condemneth, 
and  killeth :  whereas  the  gospel,  or  gracious  promise,  as 
was  that  to  Abraham,  respects  properly  the  new  man, 
which  it  begetteth,  and  nourisheth. 

2ndly.  Even  the  same  law  in  substance  with  that  given  to 
Moses  in  tables  of  stone,  unto  which  the  ceremonial,  and 
judicial  laws,  considered  apart  from  Christ,  were  subor- 
dinate, the  one  for  explanation  of  the  first  table,  the  other 
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of  the  latter,  and  so  as  accessories  following  the  natiu-e  of 
the  principal,  was  in  substance  before  the  covenant  of  the 
gospel,  and  as  old  as  Adam  ;  in  the  table  of  whose  heart  it 
T7as  engraven  by  creation :  as  being  that  image  of  God  m 
which  he  was  made :  and  which  is  renewed  in  us  by  the 
Spirit's  writing  the  same  law  in  our  hearts,  in  "  wisdom, 
righteousness,  and  holiness,"  Col.iii.lO;  Eph.  iv.  24;  Eom. 
ii.  14,  15  :  which  is  yet  more  evident  in  the  remnants  of 
the  same  law  unblotted  out  in  all  Adam's  natural  pos- 
terity; which  covenant  of  the  law  was,  therefore,  before 
the  covenant  of  the  gospel  with  Abraham,  yea,  or  with 
Adam  either. 

3rdly  and  lastly.  The  whole  body  of  the  Scrip tm-es  may 
be  divided  into  two  parts  :  the  laAv,  or  old  testament,  and 
the  gospel,  or  new.  Now,  of  the  old  testament  Moses  is 
propounded  unto  us  as  the  minister  and  mediator :  as  is 
Christ  for  the  minister  and  mediator  of  the  new.  For  "  the 
law  was  given  by  Moses,  and  grace  and  truth  by  Christ 
Jesus."  Not  as  though  Moses  preached  not  the  gospel, 
for  he  wrote  of  Christ:  and  preached  the  gospel  to  the 
Israelites  in  the  wilderness,  John  v.  40  ;  Heb.  iv.  2  :  nor 
as  if,  on  the  contrary,  Christ  taught  not  the  law,  for  we 
may  see  the  contrary,  as  elsewhere,  so  especially  Matt  v., 
where  he  both  openeth,  and  enforceth  it  against  the  cor- 
rupt glosses  of  the  Pharisees,  but  because  the  ministry  of 
Moses  was  chiefly  legal,  and  the  ministry  of  Christ  chiefly 
evangelical,  or  of  the  gospel.  In  which  respect  also  it  is, 
that  we,,  though  the  Scriptures  never  so  speak,  use  to  call 
the  writings  of  Moses,  and  the  prophets,  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, and  those  of  the  evangelists,  and  apostles,  the  New 
Testament.  Now  unto  those  two  generals;  1.  The  law 
most  fully,  and  solemnly  published  hy  Moses ;  and  2.  The 
gospel  by  Christ,  all  the  particulars  of  what  kind  soever 
dispersed  throughout  the  whole  Bible  must  be  referred 
immediately;  and  so  the  covenant  made  with  Abraham, 
being  referred  to  that  clear,  and  fall  revelation  of  Christ 
come  in  the  flesh,  as  a  part  to  the  head,  is  after  the  law 
given  to,  and  by  Moses  :  whom  the  Scriptures  do  every- 
where, in  that  respect,  oppose  unto  Christ,  but  never 
Abraham.     I  proceed. 

The  Virgin  Mary,  speaking  of  the  fruit  of  her  womb, 

VOL.  III.  p 


Hosted  by  Google 


210  OF  RELIGJOUS  COMMUNION. 

Christ,  testifieth,  that  God  therein  remembered  his  mercy, 
as  he  spake  to  Abraham,  and  his  seed  for  ever,  Luke  i.  41, 
42,  64,  55,  and  Zacharias  in  the  same  consideration,  that 
he  performed  his  mercy  promised  to  their  forefathers,  and 
remembered  his  holy  covenant,  and  the  oath  he  sware  to 
their  father  Abraham,  Luke  ii.  67,  72,  73,  Mary  and  Za- 
charias filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  do  teach  that  God  in 
his  covenant  with  Abraham,  and  his  seed  promised  Christ: 
and,  in  giving  him,  remembered  the  same  covenant;  with 
what  ghost  then  do  others  affirm  that  in  that  covenant 
he  promised  nothing  but  the  land  of  Canaan?  or  how  can 
godly  men  put  out  this  clear  light  of  the  Scriptures  shining 
in  their  hearts  ? 

The  apostle,  Eom.  iv.  11,  calls  circumcision,  which  was 
the  sign  of  that  covenant,  the  seal  of  the  righteousness  of 
the  faith  in  or  of  that  of  the  uncircumcision,  that  is  of  the 
faith  which  he  being  un circumcised  had,  that  in  his  seed 
Christ  should  be  justiiS cation,  for  believing,  uncircumcised 
Gentiles,  as  well  as  circumcised  Jews.  Wliereupon  it 
foUoweth,  if  the  covenant  and  seal  agree  in  one,  that  the 
covenant  itself  was  of  the  righteousness  of  faith,  which  the 
gospel  bringeth  :  opposed  to  the  righteousness  of  the  law, 
which  Moses  describeth,  where  he  saith,  "  The  man  that 
doth  these  things,  shall  live  in  them."  Eom.  x.  5,  6.  In 
which  place  the  apostle  plainly  teacheth,  that  the  covenant 
renewed  with  Israel,  Deut.  xxix.  and  xxx.,  was  the  covenant 
of  the  gospel,  and  righteousness  of  faith  in  Abraham's 
promised  seed. 

Lastly,  The  Scriptures  do  most  plainly,  and  plentifully 
teach,  that  the  covenant  with  Abraham  and  his  seed,  the 
Israelitish  church,  was  the  same  with  ours  in  nature  (though 
diversely  dispensed),  and  therefore  the  covenant  of  the 
gospel.     I  will  note  some  special  places. 

We  are  taught  by  Christ,  Matt,  xxi,  41,  that  the  vineyard, 
which  the  Jews  had  should  be  taken  from  them,  and  let 
out  to  other  husbandmen  :  and  more  plainly,  ver.  4:3,  that 
the  kingdom  of  God  should  be  taken  from  them,  and  given 
to  a  nation,  which  should  bring  forth  the  fruits  thereof, 
Luke  xix.  14.  Here  is  the  very  same  kingdom  of  God,  or 
church  whereof  they  were,  and  we  are  subjects;  as  they 
elsewhere  are  called    Christ's  citizens,  and  he,  their  king. 
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Zech.  ix.  9  ;  Matt.  xxi.  5.  Likewise  Paul  teacheth,  that 
the  Gentiles,  which  before  were  wild  olives,  are  by  faith 
grafted  into  the  same  root,  from  which  the  Jews,  the 
natural  branches,  through  unbelief,  were  broken  off:  and 
into  which,  they  should,  if  they  abode  not  in  unbelief,  be 
grafted  in  again,  Eom.  xi.  17,  18,  23  :  making  the  church 
of  Jews  and  Gentiles  one  tree  growing  upon  the  same  root, 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob.  The  same  apostle  also  com- 
paring the  Ephesians  before  their  calling,  ■\^ith  the  Jews, 
saith,  '•'  They  were  in  times  past  without  Christ,  having  no 
hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world,"  Eph.  ii.  11,  12,  17  : 
therein  showing  that  the  Jews  in  their  right  estate  and 
calling,  had  all  these ;  as  they  also  were  near  before,  the 
Ephesians  being  of  far  off,  made  near  by  the  blood  of 
Christ :  unto  which  add  that  the  Gentiles  were  to  be  made 
by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  co-heirs,  and  one  body, 
with  the  Jews,  who  were  before  the  heirs  of  promise,  Eph. 
iii.  4 — 6;  Heb.  vi.  27:  and  having  all  been  baptized,  and 
all  eaten  of  the  same  spiritual  meat,  and  drunken  of  the 
same  spiritual  drink,  Christ. 

And  such  is  the  clearness  of  those  places  to  prove  the 
covenant  and  church,  with  and  of  Abraham  and  his  seed, 
the  same  in  nature  Avith  ours,  and  so  the  covenant,  and 
church  of  the  gospel,  as  that  he  who  goes  about  to  darken 
their  light,  would  cover  the  sun  with  a  ragged  clout.  And 
as  every  b3^-way,  and  false  profession  (notwithstanding  any 
other  likely  things  in  it)  hath  some  or  other  such  notorious 
error,  as  that  all  having  spiritual  eyes,  not  dazzled  too 
much  some  way  or  other,  may  discover  it :  so  would  the 
Lord  mark  out  this  profession  of  Anabaptistry,  as  not  from 
heaven,  by  this  error,  that  the  covenant  with  Abraham,  "I 
will  be  thy  God,  and  the  God  of  thy  seed,"  is  the  covenant 
of  the  law,  and  not  of  the  gospel.  Upon  which,  notwith- 
standing, doth  depend  the  rejecting  of  infants  from  the 
church  and  baptism :  as  also  the  repeating  of  the  baptism 
received  in  false  churches,  as  may  appear  to  him,  who  well 
obsen^es  their  pleading  for  apostate  Israel,  as  a  true  church 
because  it  was  Abraham's  camal  seed,  and  so  had  circum- 
cision as  a  seal  of  a  carnal  covenant. 

And,  here,  I  think  it  a  fit  place  to  lay  down  such  scrip- 
tures and  grounds,  as,  upon  which  we  admit  the  infants 
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of  the  faithfal  into  the  church,  and  to  the  baptism  thereof: 
and  so,  after  to  answer  what  is  objected,  intermingling  also, 
amongst  mine  answers,  other  proofs,  as  occasion  is. 

Now  1.  These  men  grant,  that,  according  to  the  cove- 
nant mentioned,  Jer.  xxxi.,  and  Heb.  viii.,  the  church  is  to 
be  gathered,  and  baptism  to  be  administered  :  and  that 
the  infants  of  the  faithful  (for  they  hold  it  of  all),  are  under 
a  covenant,  or  promise  of  salvation,  by  Christ ;  whence  I 
conclude,  that  since  there  is  but  one  new  covenant,  or 
testament  established  in  the  blood  of  Christ,  therefore 
these  infants  (and  of  others  hereafter)  have  interest  in  the 
church  gathered  according  to  this  covenant,  and  m  the 
baptism  thereof. 

2.  If  the  covenant  made  with  Abraham  and  his  seed, 
whereof  circumcision  was  a  seal,  were  the  covenant  of  the 
gospel,  or  new  testament,  as  I  have  formerly  proved, 
then  standeth  it  good  to  all  the  faithful,  and  their  seed  to 
the  world's  end,  notwithstanding  the  different  ordinances 
according  to  the  considerations  of  Christ's  being  to  come, 
and  being  come  in  the  flesh.  And  so  these  men  denying 
om-  seed  this  covenant,  and  privilege  of  entrance,  do  deny 
the  gospel  and  new  testament.  And  if  "  the  kingdom  of 
God,"  or  church  state  of  the  Jews,  which  did  com2)rehend 
infants  with  their  parents,  be  given  to  us,  and  we  made  "  one 
body"  with  them,  then  must  the  church  now  comprehend 
infants  also  with  their  parents :  otherwise  we  are  not  the 
same  body,  and  kingdom  with  them.  Matt.  xxi.  43  ;  Eph. 
iii.  6.  And  if  with  the  unbelieving  Jews,  their  infants  were 
"  broken  off "  (who  are,  otherwise,  unbroken  off  at  this 
day),  then  must  our  infants  be  planted  in  with  us,  whom 
God  hath  given  to  believe  :  otherwise  we  are  not  "  planted 
in  their  place."  And  if  the  Jews  shall  be  "  grafted  in 
again,"  which  "again"  shows  it  to  be  of  them  who  had 
been  grafted  in  before,  if  they  continue  not  in  belief, 
then  must  the  infants  be  grafted  in  with  their  parents  at 
the  first,  and  so  our  seed  with  us.  Eom.  xi.  17,  23. 

3.  That  God  did,  out  of  his  special  love,  separate  from 
the  world,  the  infants  with  their  beloved  parents  into  his 
church  and  covenant  under  the  seal  thereof,  before  Christ's 
coming,  the  Scriptures  expressly  teach,  and  every  one  wiU 
grant.     Gen.  xvii.  7;  Lev.  xx.  24,  26;  Deut.  xxix.  10,  11. 
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Except  these  men  can  show  where  God  hath  cast  the  in- 
fants of  those  heloved  parents  out  of  the  church  uito  the 
world,  and  taken  that  his  love  from  them,  they  must 
remain  in  the  church  to  the  world's  end.  For  what  God 
hath  once  established,  God  only  can  repeal :  and  that  this 
covenant  Avith  Abraham  was  not  the  old  cancelled  covenant, 
or  testament,  I  have  proved  before.  They  bid  us  prove 
that  children  are  of  the  church,  and  to-  be  baptized :  but 
we  require  of  them  proof  how  they  are  cast  out  of  the 
chm-ch,  and  baptism  thereof:  and  how  the  grace  of  God  is 
so  shortened  by  Christ's  coming  in  the  flesh,  as  to  cast  out 
of  the  church,  the  greatest  part  of  the  church  before,  the 
infants  of  believers  ? 

4.  The  Lord  Jesus  sent  out  his  apostles.  Matt,  xxviii.  19, 
to  "  teach,"  or  make  discijoles,  "  all  nations,''  and  to  "  bap- 
tize them:"  opposing  all  nations  to  that  one  nation  of  the 
Jews :  as  if  he  should  have  said  thus :  I  have  fonnerly 
declared  my  will  to  that  one  nation,  and  circumcised  it : 
go  you  now,  aud  "  teach  all  nations,"  and  baptize  them. 
Now  if  Christ's  meaning  had  been,  that  they  should  not 
with  the  parents  (being  made  disciples  and  baptized)  bap- 
tize the  children,  as  before  they  had  with  the  parents 
(being  made  disciples  and  circumcised)  circumcised  the 
children,  it  had  been  needful  he  had  given  them  a  caveat 
to  leave  the  children  of  the  faithful  out  in  the  world, 
though  they  had  formerly  been  in  the  chm'ch.  If  it  be 
objected,  that  they  who  were  taught,  and  "believed,  were 
to  be  baptized,"  therefore  not  infants,  I  deny  the  conse- 
quence :  which  should  be,  if  it  were  ti^ie,  and  therefore  not 
infidels,  and  such  as  refuse  the  gospel.  And  this  is  the 
opposition  which  the  Scriptures  make,  setting  impenitent 
and  unbelie^dng  persons,  against  the  penitent  and  be- 
lievers, and  not  childi'en  against  then  parents,  which  is 
childish  to  imagine. 

5.  The  apostle  Peter,  Acts  ii.  38,  39,  exhorts  the  Jews 
to  repent,  and  to  be  baptized,  upon  this  gi'ound,  that  "  the 
promise  was  made  to  them,  and  their  children,  and  to  all 
afar  off  as  many  as  the  Ijord  should  call."  As  if  he  should 
say,  God  hath  promised  unto  Abraliam,  that  he  would  be 
his  God,  and  the  God  of  his  seed,  in  that  blessed  seed 
Christ.     He  hath  now  remembered  his  holy  covenant,  or 
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promise,  and  Christ  is  come  to  you  his  own.  Luke  i.  72 ; 
John  i.  13.  Do  not  by  your  unbelief,  and  impenitence  de- 
prive yourselves,  and  your  children  of  the  fruit  of  this 
gracious  promise  :  but  that  it  may  be  profitable  to  you, 
and  them,  repent,  and  so  be  baptized  for  your  confirma- 
tion :  and  let  the  seal  be  set  to  the  covenant  in  which  you 
and  your  children  are. 

To  elude  this  place  alleged  in  my  former  book,  Mr. 
Helw^isse,  in  page  177,  comments  upon  it  in  these  words  : 
"  The  apostle  saith  to  and  of  all  the  unbelieving  Jews,  and 
Gentiles,  The  promise  is  made  to  you,  and  to  your  children, 
even  as  many  as  the  Lord  shall  call:"  and  so  taking  his 
own  imagination  both  for  text  and  exposition,  he  bids  me 
"  prove  that  by  children  there  are  meant  infants." 

These  words,  "  to  them  that  are  afar  off,"  which  he  leaves 
out  in  his  accustomed  boldness  with  the  Scriptures,  wdth 
the  words  following,  are  not  meant  of  the  Gentiles  at  all, 
but  of  the  Jews  "far  off"  in  time,  as  the  original  Greek 
beareth  it.  For  neither  was  Peter  himself  yet  so  well 
informed  of  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles,  neither,  had  he  so 
been,  was  it  then  a  fit  time  to  speak  of  it  to  the  weak 
Jews.  He  speaks,  then,  indefinitely  of  the  Jews  as  the 
seed  of  Abraham,  and  within  the  Lord's  covenant,  or  pro- 
mise :  whom  therefore,  Acts  iii.  25,  he  calls  the  sons  of  the 
covenant :  and  to  the  Jew  alone,  as  is  evident,  where.  Acts 
ii.  14,  16,  22,  29,  he  quotes  the  prophecies  of  Joel,  and 
David  :  which  to  unbelieving  Gentiles  had  been  in  vain. 
Yea,  that  of  the  promise  he  directs  distinctly  to  such  Jews 
only,  as  had  the  work  of  grace  begun  in  them:  being 
"  pricked  in  their  hearts  "  for  the  crucifying  of  Christ,  and 
earnestly  set  to  know,  and  do  the  will  of  God.  ver.  37,  39. 

That  by  "  children  "  here  are  meant  infants,  I  have,  by 
the  drift  of  the  place,  and  conference  of  other  scriptures, 
proved ;  and  that  the  Holy  Ghost  speaks  of  the  covenant 
with  Abraham,  neither  was  there,  otherwise,  cause  of  naming 
their  children. 

Where  he  further  bids  me  prove  that  "  the  inheritance 
of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  goes  by  succession  of  genera- 
tion, as  the  land  of  Canaan  did,"  he  begets  bastardly 
errors  of  his  own,  and  then  would  have  me  nourish  them. 
For  neither  did  the  land  of  Canaan  come  by  succession  of 
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generation,  but  by  God's  promise  made  upon  condition  of 
faith  and  holiness,  as  I  have  fonnerly  proved ;  much  less 
doth  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  by  God's  gi'acious  pro- 
mise and  gift,  both  to  young  and  old.  These  men  think 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  comes  to  all  infants  so  dying ;  and 
doth  it,  therefore,  come  by  carnal  generation  ?  If  it  come 
otherwise  to  all,  and  by  the  free  grace  of  God  in  Christ,  as 
they  suppose  ;  can  they  see  no  other  way,  but  it  must  needs 
come  to  the  infants  of  the  faithful,  by  carnal  generation  ? 
as  if  their  estate  were  worse  than  the  estate  of  all  the  rest? 
Add  to  this  scripture  that  which  we  read,  Acts  xvi.  14,  15, 
that  God  having  "  opened  the  heart  of  Lydia,"  to  attend 
to  and  believe  the  word  of  Paul :  "  she  was  baptized,  and 
her  family."  She  believed,  and  the  fruits  and  effect 
thereof  was,  she  and  her  family  were  baptized.  With  these 
things  doth  agi^ee  Christ  our  Lord's  taking  the  little  children 
(to  wit  of  the  Jewish  chmxh)  in  his  arms,  his  blessing  them, 
that  is,  his  communicating  his  grace  with  them,  and  pro- 
nouncing that  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  :  as  also 
his  commandmg  the  bringing  of  such  unto  him.  Mark  x. 
14,  16.  In  blessing  them  visibly,  he  shows  them  to  be 
lawful  members  of  his  visible  church  or  body ;  and  more 
plainly  in  pronouncing  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  Avhich  is 
his  church  upon  earth,  to  be  of  such.  In  commanding 
such  to  be  brought  unto  him,  he  commands  them  by  con- 
sequence, to  be  baptized  ;  since  they  cannot  be  brought 
unto  him  personally,  as  then,  nor  othenvise  outwardly,  or 
by  men,  save  by  baptism.  And  if  infants  be  to  pai'take  of 
Christ's  blood,  and  Spirit,  there  must  be  some  ordinary 
means  to  apply  them,  God  Avorking  ordinarily  by  ordinarv^ 
means,  and  the  same  none  but  baptism,  that  lavacher  (laver) 
of  the  new  birth,  as  the  apostle  calleth  it.  Tit.  iii.  5. 

6.  Lastly,  Paul  testifieth,  1  Cor.  vii.  14,  that  if  one  of  the 
parents  be  a  believer,  the  "  children  are  holy,"  viz.  with  the 
holiness  of  the  covenant  (secret  things  being  left  to  God) 
who  otherwise,  are  unholy.  Neither  is  it  truly  answered, 
that  they  are  only  holy  to  their  parents'  use,  as  is  the  un- 
believing wife  to  the  use  of  her  husband.  For,  1.  They 
must  either  be  holy  in  their  persons,  or  they  cannot  be 
saved.  2.  He  saith  the  unbelieving  wife  is  sanctified  in, 
or  to  her  believing  husband  :  but  he  saith  not  that  children 
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are  sanctified  to  their  parents,  but  simply  that  they  are 
sanctified,  or  holy.  3.  It  is  not  true  that  children  are 
sanctified  to  the  parents  there  spoken  of:  the  one  of  them 
being  unbelieving  to  whom  nothing  is  sanctified.  Tit.  i.  15. 
Lastly,  The  veiy  drift  of  the  place  proves,  that  the  apostle 
hath  reference  to  the  covenant  of  Abraham,  *'I  will  be  thy 
God,  and  the  God  of  thy  seed."  The  thing  he  intends,  is, 
to  prove  it  lawful  for  a  behevmg  husband,  or  wife  to  abide 
with  an  unbelieving  wife,  or  husband.  This  he  proves  by 
the  covenant  made  with  Abraham,  and  Avith  eveiy  faithful 
son  and  daughter  of  Abraham,  that  he  will  be  the  God  of 
his  or  her  seed:  and  so  endow  them  with  the  holiness  of 
the  covenant :  and  that,  therefore,  they  should  not  make 
scruple  of  living  with  their  (though  unbelieving,  if  other- 
wise lawful)  wives,  and  husbands.  And  in  this  interpreta- 
tion is  force  of  argument,  both  for  the  apostle's  meaning, 
and  Corinthians'  satisfaction.  And  so,  the  seed  of  the 
faithful  being  holy  with  the  holiness  of  the  covenant  are, 
necessarily,  v/i thin  the  same  covenant  which  halloweththem. 

Now,  whereas,  some  maiwel  Avhy  the  Ploly  Ghost  speaks 
not  more  plainly,  and  expressly  of  the  admission  of  infants 
into  the  church  and  baptism  thereof,  they  must  remem- 
ber, 1.  That  none  must  presume  to  teach  the  Lord  how  to 
speak,  but  that  all  are  with  reverence  to  search  out  his 
meaning.  2.  That  they  may  with  as  much  reason  marvel, 
why  there  is  no  express  mention  made  of  the  casting  out 
of  the  Jewish  infants  with  their  unbelieving  parents.  In 
the  very  same  places  the  Holy  Ghost  speaks  of  the  taking 
the  kingdom  of  God  from  them,  for  not  bringing  forth 
fruit ;  and  of  giving  it  to  the  Gentiles,  who  would  bring 
forth  fruit :  of  breaking  off  the  natural  branches  for  un- 
belief; and  of  planting  in  the  Gentiles  by  faith.  Now 
here  is  no  mention  of  the  infants  of  either.  Both  the  one 
and  other  are  comprehended  for  those  outward  preroga- 
tives and  dispensations,  in  their  parents,  as  the  branches 
in  the  roots :  the  infants  of  the  godly,  in  their  godly  parents, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  God's  mercy :  the  infants  of  the 
ungodly  in  their  ungodly  parents,  in  the  tenor  of  his  jus- 
tice,  of  which  more  hereafter. 

And  here,  for  the  better  clearing  of  things  following 
thereabout,  it  is  of  special  use  to  observe  the  divers  con- 
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siderations,  and  respects,  in  which  the  Scriptures  speak  of 
the  Jewish  church  and  ordinances  :  which  are  in  number 
three. 

Eirst,  Considering  the  Israelites,  in  then*  just  constitution 
and  calHng  of  God,  they  were  the  first-fruits  and  root,  with 
the  mass  and  branches,  holy :  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob, 
faithful  persons,  and  their  posterity  an  holy  people  unto 
the  Lord  their  God :  separated  mito  him  from  all  other 
people  :  beloved  of  him,  and  out  of  his  lore  chosen  to  be  a 
precious  people  unto  himself:  above  all  the  people  on  the 
earth  :  in  whom  God  saw  none  iniquity,  nor  transgression  : 
to  whom  belonged  the  adoption,  glory,  covenants,  consti- 
tution of  the  law,  worship,  and  promises  :  God's  children, 
having  him  their  Father :  being  the  heir,  and  heirs  of  pro- 
mise :  his  deai^est  son,  and  the  child  of  his  delight :  natural 
branches,  and  in  the  same  regai'd,  Jews  by  nature,  and  not 
sinners  of  the  Gentiles  :  Christ's  o^^^l :  in  Christ :  without 
whom  the  Gentiles  were  :  and  the  twelve  tribes  worship- 
ping God  instantly,  day  and  night,  in  hope  of  the  promised 
Christ.  Rom.  xi.  16;  Lev.  xx.  26;  Deut.  vii.  6—8; 
Numb,  xxiii.  21  ;  Rom.  ix.  4;  Isa.  Ixiii.  16  ;  Exod.  iv.  22; 
Gal.  iv.  1 ;  Heb.  vi.  17  ;  Jer.  xxxi.  20  ;  Rom.  xi.  21  ;  Gal. 
ii.  15;  John  i.  11  ;  Eph.  ii.  12;  Acts  xx^d.  6,  7.  So  for 
their  ordinances,  in  their  institution  and  right  use  ;  their 
circumcision  was  a  seal,  or  sign  of  the  righteousness  of 
faith  :  their  offerings  a  sweet  savour  mito  the  Lord,  for  the 
forgiveness  of  sins,  as  leading  to  Christ  by  faith :  their 
washings  applying  the  blood  of  Christ,  wdiich  they  figm-ed, 
Rom.  iv.  11  ;  Heb.  iv.  2  ;  Lev.  iv.  26,  31,  35  ;  Numb.  xv. 
24 — 26  :  unto  which  David  had  respect,  when  he  prayed, 
that  for  the  forgiveness  of  his  adultery  and  murder,  God 
would  wash  him  thoroughly  from  his  iniquities,  and  pm-ge 
him  with  hyssop,  Psa.  Ii.  4,  9,  with  Lev.  xiv.  4,  &c.,  that  he 
might  be  clean.  Thus  were  the  oracles  given,  "  lively :"  the 
law,  "spiritual :"  the  manna  and  rock,  "  spiritual,"  and  sacra- 
mentally,  "  Christ."  Acts  vii.  38;  Rom.  vii.  12, 14;  1  Cor. 
X.  3,  4. 

Secondly,  The  Scriptures,  sometimes,  speak  of  that 
church  and  ordinances  by  way  of  comparison  with  the 
church  and  ordinances  after  Christ's  death,  and  ascension. 
And  in  that  respect  the  apostle,  comparing  not  person 
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with  person,  but  church  with  church,  calls  it,  though  "  the 
heir,"  yet  a   child,    in   the  nonage:    and   the  ordinances 
tutors,  and  governors,  under  which  it  was,  Gal.  iv.  1;  ii.  4; 
but  the  church  now  a  man  of  full  age,  and  so  freed  from 
them  unto  gTeater  liberty.     The  person  is  the  same  both 
a  child,  and  a  man  grown :   though  not  to  be  trained  up 
after  the  same  manner:  even  such  is  the  difference  between 
them  and  us.     They  as  a  child,  had  a  harder  hand  held 
over  them,  and  were  stinted  sundry  ways,  where  we  are 
free.     They  were  taught  by  signs,  and  hand -writings,  and 
pointings  with  the  finger,  as  it  were  :  where  our  institution 
is  more  manlike,   and  simple.     They  had  earthly  things 
more  distinctly,  and  fully ;  we,  heavenly.  In  which  respect, 
the   church   since  Christ's  ascension,   and   possession    of 
heavenly  glory,  is  called  more  especially  "  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,"   which   he    dispenseth,   with  more    than    kingly 
bounty  in   the    largess   of  his  spirit.  Matt.  xi.  11.     They 
had  the  gospel  by  "  the  prophets  shining  as  a  light  in  a 
dark  place:"  we,  by  Christ,  and  the  apostles,  "  as  the  dawn- 
ing of  the  day,  and  morning  star."  2  Pet,  i.  19.     They  had 
the  prophecies,  and  "  shadows  of  good  things  to  come," 
Heb.  X.  I :  we,  the  stories  and  remembrances  of  the  same 
good  things  to   come,  even  Christ  exhibited  according  to 
the  promise  of  the  Father.   1  Cor.  xi.  24.     In  which  respect 
it  is  also  said,  Gal.  iii.  24,  25,  that  faith  was  not  come  to 
them  :  but  that  "  they  were  shut  up  into  the  faitJi  to  be  re- 
vealed:" and  that   "  they  died,  and  received  not  the  pro- 
mise," to  wit,  Christ  come  in  the  flesh.     Heb.  xi.  84,  40. 
And  in  this  consideration,  and  comparison,  neither  Abra- 
ham, nor  David  received  the  promise,  or  had  faith  come 
unto    them,    or    "  were    made    perfect,"    as    the    apostle 
speaketh. 

Thirdly,  The  Scriptures  do  oft  speak  of  the  Jewish 
church,  and  ordinances,  in  respect  of  the  degenerate  state 
of  the  one,  and  corrupt  abuse  of  the  other,  in  that  estate. 
Which,  as  at  other  times,  so  were  the  one,  and  other  very 
notable  in  the  days  of  Christ,  and  his  apostles  :  the  leaven 
of  Pharisaical  hypocrisy,  besides  the  worse  error  of  the 
Sadducees,  having  so  far  infected,  as  that  the  greatest  part 
of  the  Israelites  being  ignorant  of  the  righteousness  of 
God,  and  going  about  to  estabhsh  their  own  righteousness 
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did  not  submit  themselves  to  the  righteousness  of  God, 
in  receiving  Christ.  Eom.  x.  3.  They  did  not  consider 
the  law  as  given  for  transgi'ession  and  to  kill  them,  as 
revealing  the  will  of  God  in  the  rigour  of  justice,  and  his 
eternal,  and  unchangeable  judgment  against  sin,  Gal. 
iii.  19;  Eom.  vii.  11:  unto  which  also  the  sacrifices,  and 
ceremonies  served  in  their  legal,  and  literal  use,  that  so 
despairing  in  themselves,  they  might  fly  to  the  free  pro- 
mise of  grace  in  that  promised  seed  of  Abraham  now  come ; 
but  takmg  the  law,  and  ordinances  thereof,  to  be  for  out- 
ward discipline  only,  they  imagined  they  might  by  outward 
obedience  satisfy  it,  and  therein  be  justified  before  God : 
and  so  did  glory  in  the  outward  works,  and  ceremonies 
thereof:  especially  in  their  "circumcision  of  the  flesh." 
Eom.  ii.  17.  And  as  the  most  of  them  conceiving  carnally 
or  fleshlily  of  the  Lord's  covenant  did  gloiy  in  the  flesh, 
and  that  they  were  Abraham's  seed,  and  circumcised,  and 
so  despised  the  free  promise  of  grace  in  Christ,  so  others 
of  them  receiving  him  in  part,  did  mingle  with  the  right- 
eousness of  faith  the  righteousness  of  the  law,  Phil.  iii.  3,4; 
souring  also  with  that  leaven  many  of  the  Gentiles  espe- 
cially in  the  churches  of  Galatia.  Whereupon  it  was,  tbat 
the  apostle  wrote  to  the  Hebrews,  and  Galatians  as  he  did, 
both  of  the  persons,  and  things  we  speak  of. 

The  persons,  whether  Jews,  or  Judaising  Christians, 
glorying  in  the  works  of  the  law,  especially  in  their  circmn- 
cision  in  the  flesh,  he  calls  Abraham's  seed  according  to 
the  flesh,  carnal,  and  under  the  yoke  of  Ishmaelitish  bond- 
age, of  whom  Ishmael  was  a  figure  ;  ^vho  being  the  son 
of  the  bond -woman,  and  bom  after  the  flesh,  or  ordinary 
course  of  nature,  mocked  at  him  who  was  born  after  the 
promise,  and  was  therefore  cast  out  of  Abraham's  house ; 
and  so  is  propounded  as  a  figm^e  of  all  them,  Jews,  or 
Gentiles,  who  in  the  confidence  of  works,  reject  the  pro- 
mise of  grace,  and  persecute  them  that  embrace  it;  bring- 
ing themselves  also  therein  under  the  bondage  of  the  whole 
law.  And  thus  all,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  then  or 
now,  despising  the  free  promise  of  grace,  and  looking  to 
works  for  justification,  were  and  are  rank  Ishmaelites,  and 
of  Abraham's  seed  according  to  the  flesh,  as  the  apostle 
expressly  taxeth  the  Galatians,  desiring  to  be  under  the 
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law,  though  not  descending  naturally  of  Abraham.  Phil, 
hi.  3;  Gal.  iii.  3,  and  v.  1,  3,  4;  Gen.xvi.  1 — 4,  andxxi.  9,  10; 
Gal.  iv.  21—23,  29—31. 

Now,  that  I  may  apply  these  things  to  the  present  pur- 
pose, what  is  all  this  of  Abraham's  seed,  according  to  the 
flesh,  in  the  apostle's  meaning,  to  the  infants  of  the  faith- 
ful, whether  of  the  Jews  formerly,  or  Gentiles  now?     Did, 
or  do  they,   as  Ishmael,   glory  in  the  flesh,  and  mock  at 
God's  promise,  or  any  way  reject  Christ?     Did,  or  do  they 
"establish  the  righteousness  of  the  law,  and  of  works,"  or 
"persecute  him  that  is  bom  after  the  Spirit,"  as  all  they 
who  are  "  born  after  the  flesh,"  in  the  apostle's  meaning, 
did,  and  always   do?      Only  they,   who  thus  Ishmael-like, 
glory  in  works,  and  persecute  the  true  believers,  are  by  the 
apostle  called  Abraham's  seed,  according  to  the  flesh,  and 
of  Ishmael.     So  for  the  ordinances,  and  works  of  the  law 
thus    abused,    and  peiwerted   for  justification,  they  were 
base,  and  beggarly,  unprofitable,  unholy,  unhallowing,  yea 
dross  and  dung  :  yea,  pernicious,  and  hurtful,  cursing,  and 
killing  them,  who  so  wrought,  or  deemed  them.     And  thus 
considered,  the  apostle  to  the  Galatians,  Phihppians,  and 
Hebrews   speaketh  of  them ;  giving  them,  as  Luther  used 
to  say,  ignominious  names,  having  to  do  with  those,  who 
either  did,   or   were  m   special    danger,  thus    to   peiwert 
them. 

And  these  grounds  thus  laid,  unto  that  his  objection, 
page  167,  that  "the  covenant  made  with  Abraham  was  a 
carnal  covenant,  because  it  had  a  worldly  sanctuary,  and 
priesthood,  and  carnal  rites  purifying  the  flesh,  but  not 
purging  the  spirit,"  I  do  answer,  that  those  ordinances 
were  no  part  of  the  covenant  made  with  Abraham,  but 
accessories  unto  the  law  given  430  yeare  after:  though 
there  might  be  a  spiritual  use  of  them,  and  was,  by  faith, 
as  of  any  ordinances  now  and  as  of  the  moral  law  itself, 
to  them  that  believe  and  repent :  but  in,  and  according 
unto  this  la\\^ul  use  of  them  the  apostle  speaketh  not,  but 
in  respect  of  their  abuse,  as  either  severed  from  Christ, 
as  their  end  ;  or  joined  with  him  for  justification. 

His  assertion,  so  oft  repeated,  that  "  God  in  his  cove- 
nant with  Abraham,  promised  but  workUy  things,  and  so 
required  only  carnal  obedience,"  I  have  fonnerly  refuted, 


Hosted  by  Google 


OF  THE  BAPTISM  OF  INFANTS.  221 

as  a  notorious  ground  of  Judaism  and  Pharisaism.  Nei- 
ther was  it  the  more  a  carnal  covenant,  because  the  sign 
was  set  in  the  flesh,  than  is  ours  now,  because  baptism  is 
administered  upon  the  flesh,  or  bodies  of  the  persons 
baptized. 

But  where  he  adds,  that  ''  the  judgment  for  the  break- 
ing of  the  covenant  of  circumcision  was  a  worldly  judg- 
ment," and  that  "  no  judgment  of  condemnation  as  pro- 
nounced against  any,  though  presumptuously  breaking  the 
ordinances,  and  law  of  Moses,  but  bodily  death,"  quoting 
for  that  pm^^ose  Gen.  xvii.  14 ;  Numb.  x^-.  30 ;  Heb.  x.  28, 
he  proceeds  on,  indeed,  from  Pharisaism,  which  made  the 
promises,  and  Messiah  carnal,  to  plain  Sadducism,  which 
denied  a  resurrection,  especially  unto  the  Jews,  which,  as 
it  is  wTitten  of  tliem,  hath  been  the  persuasion  of  divers 
Anabaptists  in  foimer  times.  For  if  eternal  death  were  not 
threatened  the  Jews  for  breaking  the  law,  and  command- 
ments given  by  Moses,  though  presumj^tuously  and  blas- 
phemously, of  which  he  speaks,  Numb.  xv.  30,  nor  for  the 
worshipping  of  false  gods,  of  which  sin  Paul  speaks,  Heb.  x. 
28,  compared  with  Deut.  xvii.  2,  3,  6,  then,  for  no  sin  what- 
soever, and  so  there  is  no  judgment  to  come,  nor  needs  be 
no  Christ  to  save  fi'om  it. 

The  scriptures  quoted  speak  indeed  of  bodily  death, 
but  including  in  it  spiritual  death,  without  repentance,  as 
did  their  bodily  blessings  promised  include  spiritual.  The 
apostle  Paul  speaking  of  tlie  last  judgment,  Eom.  ii.  12, 
saitli  that  "  the  Jews  sinning,  in  or  under  the  law,  shoidd 
be  condemned,"  (to  vnt  eternally)  "  by  the  law."  It  is  true 
he  addeth,  that  *'  they  who  so  sinned,  might  thi'ough  re- 
pentance be  saved  :"  and  so  may  they  that  sin  against  the 
gospel  now,  except  their  sin  be  against  the  Holy  Ghost, 
which  was  then  unpardonable,  as  now,  and  in  so  saying, 
he  grants,  though  he  observe  it  not,  that  the  sin  then  was 
in  itself,  and  wdthout  repentance,  damnable. 

He  adds,  page  170,  that  "  by  om-  ground  we  must  bap- 
tize all  our  household,  and  infants,  both  born  in  the  house, 
and  bought  with  money."  I  answer,  1.  That  itfolloweth  not, 
that  if  we  succeed  the  Jews  in  the  covenant  of  the  Lord, 
and  our  baptism  and  Lord's  Supper,  their  circumcision 
and  passover,  therefore  there  must  be  an  agi'eement  in  all 
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the  particulars  about  them.  The  substance  of  the  Lord's 
covenant  with  Abraham,  was,  that  he  would  be  his  God, 
and  the  God  of  his  seed :  and  this  about  his  bond-servants 
was  an  accessory  unto  it.  And  of  it  there  was  a  more  spe- 
cial reason  for  them,  than  for  us  :  because  they  were  to  be 
separated,  even  civilly,  in  a  more  special  manner  from  un- 
circumcised  persons,  than  we  now  from  persons  unbap- 
tized,  as  appeareth,  Ezra  x.  3,  11,  &c. ;  Neh.  ix.  2,  and  xiii. 
3,  23,  25,  30;  Dan.  i.  8;  Acts  x.  9—11,  and  xi.  3,  &c. 
2.  Even  the  families,  and  households  of  the  faithful  now, 
if  they  be  in  the  estate  of  Abraham's  family,  are  to  be 
baptized  also. 

And  for  this  purpose,  it  shall  be  useful  to  consider,  what 
the  Scriptures  both  promise,  and  testify  of  families,  and 
households.  The  Lord  promised  Abraham  the  father  of 
the  faithful,  that  in  him  all  the  families  of  the  earth  should 
be  blessed  :  bids  him  circumcise  all  the  males  of  his 
family,  which  he  knew  before  he  would  command  to  keep 
the  way  of  the  Lord.  Gen.  xviii.  19.  As  Jacob  also  purged 
his  household  from  idolatry,  and  all  uncleanness,  that  he 
might  sacrifice  unto  God  with  them.  Thus  Joshua  pro- 
fesseth  for  himself,  and  his  household,  that  they  will  serve 
the  Lord  :  and  David,  that  he  who  walked  in  a  perfect 
way  should  serve  him  :  and  that  none  working  deceit, 
should  dwell  in  his  house.  Accordingly  the  Lord  told 
Zaccheus,  when  he  became  a  son  of  Abraham,  that  that 
day  salvation  was  come  into  his  house.  We  read  likewise 
of  Cornelius,  that  he  was  a  devout  man,  and  one  that  feared 
God  with  all  his  household:  as  Avas  the  jailor  also  con- 
verted, and  baptized,  with  all  his  family.  Gen.  xviii.  19,  and 
xxi.  2,  3,  12,  xii.  3,  xvii.  13,  xxxv.  2;  Josh.  xxiv.  15  ;  Psa. 
ci.  6,  7  ;  Luke  xix.  9  ;  Acts  x.  2,  xvi.  32—34.  And  lastly, 
in  the  places  brought  by  Mr.  Plelwisse  for  the  gathering 
of  the  church  under  Christ,  the  Lord  promiseth  to  make 
his  covenant  with  the  house,  or  family  of  Israel,  and  with 
the  family  of  Judah.  Jer.  xxxi.  31  ;  Heb.  viii.  8.  In  all 
which,  with  other  scriptures,  we  see  how  the  tenor  of  the 
Lord's  promise,  and  blessing  runs  upon  godly  governors, 
and  their  families.  Nor  but  that  it  comes  oft  to  pass 
otherwise,  and  that  faithful  governors  have  unbelievers  in 
their  households  :  but  that  this  is  the  ordinary,  and  orderly 
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state  of  things,  and  -where  it  falls  out  otherwise,  it  is,  at 
the  least,  the  governors'  cross,  if  not  their  sin.  Now  in 
this,  as  in  all  other  particulai's,  we  must  consider  of  the 
dispensation  of  the  Lord's  ordinances,  according  to  the 
orderly  state  of  things.  But  to  conceive,  that  Abraham 
would  circumcise  any  unbelieving,  or  unholy  person,  so 
appearing,  or  seed  of  such,  on  both  sides,  is  to  accuse 
*'  the  father  of  the  faithful  "  of  unfaithful  dealing  with  the 
seal  of  the  Lord's  covenant,  in  setting  it  upon  them,  who 
had  no  part  in  it,  nor  promise  of  "  God  to  be  their  God:" 
though  I  doubt  not  but,  they  under  godly  government  in 
the  family,  may  be  admitted  into  the  church  upon  the 
manifestation  of  a  very  small  measure  of  grace,  with  pro- 
mise of  submission  unto  all  good  means  of  growth,  pub- 
lic, and  private  ;  as  might  they  yet  with  a  lesser  measure 
have  been  admitted  into  the  Israelitish  church,  having  a 
far  less  measure  of  revelation  of  gi'ace,  than  we  now. 

He  addeth,  page  168,  that  "  baptism  is  by  John  taught  to 
be  the  baptism  of  amendment  of  life,  and  remission  of 
sins,"  Mark  i.  4,  the  burying  into  the  death  of  Christ,  that 
men  might  walk  in  newness  of  life,  Rom.  \d.  4,  and  the 
putting  on  of  Christ  by  faith,  Gal.  iii.  2G,  27. 

I  answer,  that  these  are  preparations  unto,  and  ends 
and  uses  of  baptism  for  men  of  years  :  and  should  not  be 
alleged  to  the  prejudice  of  infants :  no  more  than  their 
want  of  faith,  by  which  men  of  years  are  justified,  or  of 
works,  by  which  they  are  to  be  judged,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  salvation  of  infants,  which  have  them  not.  Christ  our 
Lord  had  the  same  outward  circumcision  with  the  Jews, 
and  the  same  baptism  with  us,  and  yet  neither  the  same 
preparation  unto,  nor  ends  or  uses  of  the  one  or  other, 
with  them  or  us.     Luke  ii.  21  ;  INIatt.  iii.  10. 

Besides,  upon  this  ground,  any  might  have  excepted 
against  the  circumcision  of  infants  of  old.  Abraham  be- 
lieved before  he  was  circumcised,  Hum.  iv.  3,  11:  so  the 
ends  and  uses  of  circumcision  were,  to  be  a  seal  of  the 
righteousness  of  faith,  and  to  confirm,  that  God  was  the 
God  of  the  person  circumcised,  Gen.  xvii. :  as  also  to 
teaeli,  that  nothing  clean  could  come  of  the  unclean  seed 
of  man,  Job  xiv.  4  :  to  admonish  of  the  circumcision  of  the 
heart,    Deut.   x.  10;  Jer.   iv.   4;    1    Sam.  xiv.  6;  xvii.  30; 
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Judges  xiv.  3  ;  Acts  xi.  3  :  to  confirm  faith  in  the  time  of 
danger  especially  against  the  uncircumcised  :  and  to  be  a 
sign  of  distinction  and  separation  from  the  same  uncir- 
cumcised Gentiles.  These  were  the  ends  and  uses  of 
circumcision,  which,  notwithstanding  infants  could  not 
possibly  propound  or  have,  were  they  therefore  to  be 
kept  from  it  ?  So  reasons  this  man  against  the  baptism  of 
infants :  which  followeth  in  the  room  of  the  other,  as  I 
have  formerly  proved.  It  is  sufficient,  that  the  infants  of 
believers  are  capable  of  the  manifestation  of  God's  good- 
ness towards  them,  in  being  baptized,  as  of  old  they  were 
circumcised,  according  to  the  covenant.  The  other  par- 
ticular ends  were  and  are  to  follow,  and  to  be  attained  in 
their  times.  Where  let  it  also  be  noted,  that  whereas,  in 
the  Lord's  Supper  tliere  are  required  for  the  act  of  par- 
taking, sundry  works  implying  understanding,  and  know- 
ledge'in  the  partaker ;  as  his  being  put  in  mind,  that  it  is 
Christ's  body  and  blood  given  for  him  :  that,  he  take,  eat, 
and  drink  it  in  remembrance  of  Christ's  death :  there  is  no 
such  thing  in  the  act  of  the  administering  of  baptism  :  but 
only  the  person  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost.  The  same  difference  may  be  also  ob- 
served to  have  been  of  old,  between  circumcision,  and  the 
eating  of  the  passover,  prohibited  them  who  were  not  capa- 
ble of  the  meaning  of  the  mystery.     Exod.  xii.  26,  27. 

That  we  "hold,  and  profess  that  Christians  beget  Chris- 
tians," and  "that  only  we"  (whom  he  calls  Brownists, 
page  172,  because  we  are  not  Anabaptists)  "beget  infants 
that  are  heirs  of  salvation,  and  under  the  covenant  of 
grace,"  is  but  his  rash,  and  unhonest  accusation  of  us. 

All  men  know  we  hold  the  reformed  churches,  in  all 
places,  the  true  churches  of  Christ,  and  so  within  the 
Lord's  covenant,  the  faithful  parents  with  their  seed.  The 
like  also  we  think  of  such  in  England  in  their  persons, 
and  seed  with  them,  as  are  made  partakers  of  the  faith  of 
Abraham.  2ndly,  we  hold,  that  our,  as  all  other  men's, 
children  are,  by  natural  generation,  the  children  of  wrath, 
Eph.  ii.  3  :  and  that  it  is  by  the  grace  of  God,  that  we, 
and  they  with  us,  are  within  this  the  Lord's  covenant,  as 
was  Abraham  and  his  seed. 

Against  our  doctrine,  that  baptism  is  a  seal  of  the  co- 
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venant  of  the  gospel,  he  objecteth,  that  then  washing  with 
water  is  a  seal  in  the  flesh,  and  makes  a  print,  or  im- 
pression. I  answer,  noting  in  the  first  place,  how  he  calls 
the  very  ''  outw^ard  washing  with  water,  baptism,"  that, 
even  that  washing  by  God's  appointment,  is  an  outward 
seal,  or  sign  of  confirmation,  of  the  New  Testament  in  the 
blood  of  Christ;  for  that  we  mean  by  a  "seal:"  and  to 
require  a  print,  or  impression,  is  but  to  quan'el  about  the 
word,  or  letter;  when  even  circumcision  itself,  to  speak 
properly,  was  no  print.  Where  Christ  teacheth,  John 
vi.  27,  that  "  the  Father  sealed  him,"  doth  he  mean  that 
he  set  any  print  upon  his  soul  or  body,  or  more  than  this, 
that  he  designed  him  to  the  office  of  the  Mediator  ?  Where 
the  Lord  bids  the  prophet  "  seal  up  the  law  among  his  dis- 
ciples," would  he  have  a  print  set  in  their  flesh,  or  more, 
than  that  he  should  more  fully  declare,  and  confirm  the 
law  unto  them?  Isa.  viii.  IC.  ^^Qien  Paul  tells  the 
Corinthians  that  they  are  the  seal  of  his  apostleship,  doth 
he  mean  any  more  than  that  their  conversion  from  pagan- 
ism both  by  doctrine  and  signs  and  wonders  of  an  apostle 
amongst  them,  was  a  confirmation  thereof?  1  Cor,  ix.  2  ; 
2  Cor.  xii.  11.  So,  smce  baptism  is,  by  Gods  a2:)point- 
ment,  a  declaration,  and  confirmation  of  the  inward,  and 
efi'ectual  washing  by  that  blood  and  spirit  of  Christ,  fi'om 
the  gaiilt,  and  contagion  of  sin,  it  is  rightly,  and  truly 
called  a  seal,  or  sign  of  confirmation  of  Christ's  testament 
established  in  his  blood ;  as  is  also  the  Lord's  Supper,  of 
the  breaking  of  his  body,  and  shedding  of  his  blood  for 
our  sins.  And  for  this  sealing,  and  confirming  of  Christ's 
testament  in  his  blood  those  ordinances  especially  sei-^^e, 
and  are  by  his  servants  to  be  used. 

He  tells  us,  that  ''  in  the  new  testament  there  is  no 
seal,  but  the  seal  of  the  Spirit:''  and  quotes  Eph.  i.  17,  and 
other  scriptures  speaking  of  that  inward  seal,  and  proving 
it,  indeed;  but  not  disproving  the  outward  seals,  bul: 
plainly  establishing  them.  For  if  God's  teaching  of,  and 
testifying  imto  us,  inwardly,  by  his  Spirit,  that  we  are  his 
in  Christ,  be  an  inward  seal,  then  is  his  teaching  of,  and 
testifying  unto  us,  the  same  thing  outwardly,  by  the  gospel, 
and  sacraments,  an  outward  seal,  or  seals',  and  so  rightly 
called.  /Vndnot  only  the  spirit,  which  is  inward,  but  water, 
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and  blood,  which  are  outward,  do  bear  record  of  Christ, 
or  confirm,  and  seal  up  his  death  unto  us.  1  John  v.  8.  In 
respect  of  which  water  and  blood  issuing  out  of  his  side, 
our  sacraments  are  said  to  have  flown  thence.  John  xix.  34. 
Lastly,  Abraham,  our  father,  when  he  believed,  was  also 
sealed  by  the  Spirit  of  promise :  and  yet  this  hindered  not, 
but  that  both  he,  and  his  seed  had  the  outward  seal  of 
circumcision  added ;  even  so  our  good  God,  knowing  how 
frail,  and  feeble  in  faith  we  are,  hath  to  his  gracious  cove- 
nant, and  promise  in  word,  and  writing,  annexed,  besides 
the  inw^ard  seal  of  the  Spirit,  the  outward  seals,  which  we 
call  sacraments,  for  the  confirmation  thereof,  not  in  itself, 
but  unto  us  :  which  we  are  therefore  accordingly  to  use, 
with  reverence,  and  thankfulness. 

His  assertion,  that  "  infants  are  not  in  the  covenant  of 
the  new  testament,  and  therefore  not  under  the  seal,"  I 
have  formerly  disproved.  If  they  be  under  the  promise  of 
salvation,  they  have  a  part,  or  legacy  in  the  will,  or  testa- 
ment of  Christ,  or  new  covenant,  which  are  both  one  :  and 
so  in  this  seal  of  initiation,  or  entrance,  baj^tism. 

To  his  affirmation,  that  "  j)arents  cannot  set  the  seal 
upon  their  infants  now,  as  they  could  the  seal  of  circum- 
cision of  old,  upon  theirs,"  I  do  answer,  that  they  cannot 
indeed  set  the  inward  seal,  no  more  could  they  then :  but 
the  outward  they  can  now,  as  then  they  could :  unto  which 
God  also  setteth  the  inward  in  due  time,  as  he  hath  pro- 
mised, if  they  make  not  themselves  unworthy  thereof. 

He  objects  in  the  last  place  against  a  ground  in  my  book,* 
the  former  part  whereof  is  this :  "  The  Scriptures  everywhere 
teach,  that  parents  by  their  faith  bring  their  children  into  the 
covenant  of  the  church,  and  entitle  them  to  the  promises." 
This  I  proved  from  Gen.  xviii.  7;  Acts  ii.  37;  which  proofs  I 
have  also  confirmed  against  his  unjust  exceptions.  Ho  here 
objects  further,  page  1 70,  that  I "  bring  in  a  meritorious  faith, 
where  my  faith  is  little  enough  tobringmyself  under  the  cove- 
nantof  God,  wereitnot  forhis  merciful  acceptance  in  Christ." 

A  vain,    and    ignorant   collection :    and    by  which    the 

apostle  teaching  justification  by  faith,  might,  as  truly,  have 

been  accused  for  bringing  in  a  meritorious  faith,  &c.     I  do 

not,  then,  make  faith  a  meritorious  cause  to  deserve,  but 

^-  Vide  vol.  ii.  pages  296,  297. 
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an  instrumental  means,  or  hand,  as  it  were,  to  receive 
God's  gracious  promises  in  Christ  to  the  faithful,  and  their 
seed:  as  Abraham  when  God  promised  him  to  he  "his 
God,  and  the  God  of  his  seed,"  did  by  faith  lay  hold  of, 
and  receive  this  promise,  and  so  interested  himself  and  his 
in  it,  and  the  seal  thereof:  which  promise  had  he  not 
believed,  he  had  visibly,  or  before  men,  deprived  himself 
and  his  of  all  interest  in  it.  The  same  I  judge  of  all  other 
faithful  parents,  leaving  merit  to  free-willers,  who  hold 
particular  election  to  arise  fi^om  faith  foreseen:  and,  as 
this  man  affirmed  unto  me  and  others,  that  if  God  showed 
to  him  any  more  favour,  or  mercy,  than  to  the  profanest 
man  in  the  world,  it  were  partiality  in  him. 

He  adds,  page  177,  that  "Abraham's  faith  and  earnest 
prayer  could  not  bring  Ishmael  his  child  of  thirteen  years 
old,  nor  his  other  children  by  Keturah,  under  the  covenant. " 
Gen.xvii.  18,  21.  Where  meaning,  as  he  must,  the  covenant 
of  circumcision,  he  overthrows  one  error,  as  he  that  inter- 
feres, strikes  doT\Ti  one  ill  leg,  by  another.  For,  1.  Since 
Ishmael,  and  the  children  by  Keturah,  were  circumcised,  and 
yet  had  no  promise  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  his  main  founda- 
tion, which  is,  that  "  God  in  the  covenant  of  circumcision, 
promised  nothing  on  his  part,  but  the  land  of  Canaan," is 
raised,  and  so  all  falls,  which  he  builds  upon  it.  2.  Since 
the  covenant  there  spoken  of  was  the  covenant  of  cir- 
cumcision, and  that  Ishmael  with  the  rest  were  cncumcised, 
how  saith  he,  that  he  and  they  were  not  in  the  covenant, 
to  wit  outwardly?  Besides  the  Lord  tells  Abraham,  ver.  20, 
that  he  had  heard  his  prayer  touching  Ishmael :  though  he 
meant  to  establish  his  covenant  with  Isaac,  as  the  root;  of 
which  both  the  church,  and  promised  seed  should  come, 
and  unto  whom  Ishmael,  with  the  rest,  should  have  sub- 
mitted, and  adjoined  himself;  whom  because  he  despised, 
and  in  him  Christ,  he  was  cut  off  from  the  church  and  cove- 
nant afterwards.  Which  things  till  they  were  revealed 
made  no  difference  between  Isaac  and  Ishmael:  neither  can 
the  like  difference  in  God's  secret  knowledge,  or  purpose, 
till  the  time  of  revelation,  exclude  one  of  the  children  of 
the  faithful  now,  more  than  another. 

Of  Acts  ii.  39,  I  have  spoken  formerly,  and  therefore 
come  to  the  latter  part  of  the  ground,  which  he  putteth 
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down  thus,  page  178.     "  God  takes  occasion  by  the  sins  of 
parents  to  execute  his  justice  to  condemnation,  upon  the 
children."     "  Wliere,"  saith  he,   "  I  double  my  sin,  in  that 
as  before  I  made  the  parent's  faith  the  cause  of  blessing  to 
salvation,  so  here,  their  infidelity  a  cause  of  God's  judg- 
ment to   condemnation,  to  their  children."      Wliere  the 
truth  is,  he  both  doubleth,   and  trebleth  injury  upon  me, 
and  just  blame  upon  himself.    For  first,  I  neither  mention, 
nor  meddle  with  either  the  salvation,  or  condemnation  of 
infants,  though  he  falsify  my  words,  as  if  I  did  :  our  ques- 
tion being  only  about  the  outward,  or  visible  covenant  of 
the  church,  and  privileges  thereof:  secret  things  being  left 
to  God,  as  I  there  expressly  speak,  alleging  Deut.  xxix.  29, 
for  that  purpose.     Secondly,  As  I  make  not  the  faith  of 
parents  a  cause  meritorious,  as  he  imaginetl:,  of  that  good 
unto  their  children,  but  only  a  means  of  embracing  God's 
gracious  offer,  and  promise :  so  neither  do  I  write,  as  he 
challengeth  me,  that  the  father's  infidelity  is  a  cause  of  the 
children's  damnation,  but  an  occasion,  which  God  useth 
for  the  execution  of  his  justice  upon  the  children,  being  by 
nature  the   children  of  wrath.     That  then,  which  I  have 
written,'"-  and  do  avouch,  is,  that  God  ordinarily  includeth 
in  the  parents,  the  infants,  as  branches  in  the  root,  either 
for  blessings,  or  judgments  visibly,  or  in  respect  of  men, 
reserving  to    himself,  the   secret   dispensation   of  things, 
according   to   the  tenor   either  of   his   mercy    or  justice. 
That  the  children  of  the  faithful  are  with  their  parents  in 
the  visible  covenant  of  God's  love,  I  have  at  large  proved 
by  the  Scriptures,  and  might  allege  for  tliat  purpose  many 
more,  Deut.  iv.   37;    Psa"  xxxvii.   25,  26:    and  those  not 
figurative,  and  shadowish,  but  containing  in  them  promises 
of  eternal  truth :  howsoever  these  men  can  have  no  more 
comfort  in  those  promises  for  their  children,  than  if  they 
were  the  children  of  Turks  and  Pagans. 

The  other  part  touching  the  administration  of  God's 
justice  I  proved  in  my  bookf  by  sundry  scriptures  :  which 
because  he  passeth  by,  as  unseen,  I  will  here  insert,  as 
there  I  wrote,  word  for  word.  "  Cain  going  out  from  the 
presence  of  the  Lord,  carried  his  posterity  with  him  ;  so 

*    Vide  vol.  ii.  pages  296,  297. 
t  Ibid 
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did  Ishmael  and  Esau  theirs,  the  Ishmaelites  and  Edom- 
ites.  "  And  if  the  Lord  disclaim  the  raother  for  an  harlot, 
not  reputing  her  his  wife,  he  accounts  the  children  no 
better  than  bastards,  on  whom  he  will  have  no  pity."  Gen. 
iv.  16  ;  vi.  2 ;  Hos.  ii.  2.  And  if  the  children  of  the  Jews 
be  not  broken  off  with  their  parents,  for  their  unbelief, 
they  are  successively  within  the  Lord's  covenant,  eveiy  one 
of  them  to  this  day.  To  the  same  pui-j^ose  we  may  con- 
sider how  in  the  drowning  of  the  old  world  :  the  burning 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  :  the  plaguing  of  Egypt,  especially 
in  the  death  of  the  iirst-born  :  the  swallowing  up  of  Dathan 
and  Abiram :  the  stoning  of  i^chan  :  the  destruction  of  the 
Canaanites  and  Amalekites  :  the  rooting  out  of  Eli's,  Jero- 
boam's, and  Baashan's  families,  how  I  say  in  all  these,  and 
many  more,  though  most  gTievous,  yet  most  just  judg- 
ments of  God,  the  children  were  enwrapped  in  their  fathers' 
judgments  :  drowned,  burned,  swallowed  up  by  the  earth, 
and  otherwise  destroyed  with  them.  Gen.  vi.  7 :  xix. 
24,  25;  1  Pet.  iii.  20,^21  ;  2  Pet.  ii.  G;  Exod.  xi.  5;  xii. 
29;  Numb.  xvi.  27,  03;  Josh.  vii.  24,  25.  With  wdiich 
examples  join  the  testimony  of  Job,  v.  3,  4,  ''  The;  habita- 
tion of  the  fool  is  cursed  :  his  children  are  far  from  safety  : 
they  are  crushed  in  the  gates,  and  there  is  no  rescue  :"  and 
that  of  David,  Psa.  xxi.  10,  "  The  Lord  will  destroy  the  fruit 
of  his  enemies  from  the  earth,  and  their  seed  from  among 
the  children  of  men  : "  and  again,  Psa.  xxxvii,  28,  ''  The 
seed  of  the  wicked  shall  be  cut  off."  Yea,  what  need  w^e 
seek  further  for  this  dispensation,  than  David  himself, 
though  a  godly  man,  because  of  whose  sin,  the  child  born 
in  adviltery  died  the  death.  2  Sam.  xii.  14,  18.  What 
reason,  then,  this  man  had  in  his  blind  zeal  thus  to  revile 
this  doctrine,  "  as  a  doctrine  of  devils,"  and  me,  for  it  as  ''  a 
false  prophet,"  let  all  wise  men  judge. 

But,  saith  he,  "  I  propound  this  doctrine  for  a  general 
rule."  I  do,  for  the  ordinaiy  course  of  God's  justice  of 
which  we  speak.  AMiich  notwithstanding  hinders  not,  but 
that  his  extraordinary  mercy  may,  and  doth  oft,  and  much, 
rejoice  against  his  judgment.  But  let  us  see,  what  he 
objecteth.  1.  That  Abijah  the  son  of  wicked  Jeroboam, 
though  young,  yet  was  not  cursed  for  his  father's  sin,  1  Kings 
xiv.    First,  I  speak  nowhere  of  any  such  cursing,  as  he  casts 
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out.      2.    Abijah  was  not  so  young  but  he  disliked  his 
father's  courses  :  and  "had  good  found  in  him  towards  the 
Lord,"  ver.    13.     3.  It  is  evident,  ver.  10,  that  the  Lord 
punished  his  father's  sin,  in  his  deatli,  ver.  11.     That  in 
Ezek.  xviii.  14,  ]7,  is  impertinent,  bemg  spoken  of  a  son 
forsaking  his  father's   sin,  and  doing  the  contraiy ;  with 
whom  the  Lord  doth  not  deal  in  the  course  of  his  justice, 
but  of  his  mercy.    So  for  Josiah,  at  eight  years  old,  he  for- 
sook the  wicked  ways  of  his  father  Ammon,  "  and  sought 
after  the  God  of  his  father  David."  2  Chron.  xxxiv.  1 — 3. 
And  yet  even  for  him,  it  appears  in  the  Scriptures,  that 
the  Lord  in  giving  him  into  the  hands  of  the  king  of  Eg}^pt, 
had  respect  to  the   sins  of  Judah,  and  so  of  his  father, 
amongst  and  above    the    rest.     In   his    last  example,   he 
affirmeth  untruly,  that  the  Lord  did  not  punish  the  people 
of  Israel's   children  for  their  gi'eat  transgression,  Numb, 
xiv.  26,  2T,  &c.     It  is  expressly  affirmed,  ver.  83,  that  their 
"  children  should  wander  in  the  wilderness  forty  years,  and 
bear    their   whoredoms:"    though    respecting   their   fore- 
fathers, Abraham,  Isaac,   and  Jacob,  and  his  promise  to 
them,  he  brought  the  most  of  them  into  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan, at  the  last :  which  Mr.  Helwisse  grants  to  have  been 
God's  mercy,  and  therein,  that  in  his  justice  he  might  have 
taken  them  away  also.     And  so,  ver.  12,  the  Lord  plainly 
showeth,  that  his  justice  moved  him  to  the  destroying  of 
them  altogether,  save  that  his  singular  mercy  did  rejoice 
against  judgment.     And  so  this  instance  is  clear  against 
himself. 

Where  he  further  confesseth  with  me,  that  all^  are  by 
nature,  children  of  wrath,  conceived,  and  born  in  sin ;  and 
then  demands,  page  178,  whether  I  hold  not  all  children 
alike  children  of  wrath  :  or  that  some  parents  confer  grace 
by  generation,  more  than  others;  or  if  not,  which^he 
assures  himself  we  will  confess,  how  I  can  prove,  that  God 
should  execute  his  justice  to  condemnation  upon  some 
children,  for  the  sins  of  their  parents,  and  show  mercy 
upon  others,  for  the  faith  of  their  parents,  seeing  God 
hath  said,  that  every  one  shall  receive  salvation,  or  con- 
demnation, according  to  that,  which  he  hath  done  in  the 
flesh,  and  not  according  to  that  his  parents  have  done,  I 
answer  sundry  things. 
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And,  first,  as  before,  that  I  do  not  say  that  infants  are 
saved  or  condemned  for  the  faith  or  sins  of  their  parents, 
as  he  most  untruly  accuseth  me.  The  infants  saved,  are 
saved  by  the  grace  of  God  in  Christ ;  which  their  faithful 
parents  also  believe,  according  to  God's  promise,  "I  will 
be  thy  God,  and  the  God  of  thy  seed."  Those  that  perish, 
(though  I  desire,  if  such  were  the  wall  of  God,  and  so 
could  gladly  believe,  if  the  Scriptures  taught  it,  that  all 
w^ere  saved)  do  j^erish  for  that  original  guilt  and  con-up- 
tion,  wherein  they  are  conceived  and  born,  being  "  the 
children  of  wrath  by  nature,"  and  therein  liable  to  God  s 
curse  every  way.  But  for  that  parents  are,  in  a  sort,  in 
their  children,  and  so  punished  in  their  punishments,  their 
sins  also  may  and  do  concur  as  con-causes,  or  causes  with 
other  of  God's  judgments  :  both  the  Scriptures  and  reason 
teaching,  that  many  causes  may  meet  together  in  one 
effect.  Yet  it  must  be  here  and  always  remembered, 
that  our  question  is  not  about  the  peremptory  salvation  or 
condemnation  of  any,  but  about  their  admission  or  non- 
admission  into  the  visible  church.  And  strange  it  is  for 
this  man  to  make  it  all  one  to  be  saved  and  to  be  of  the 
visible  church  ;  and  to  be  condemned,  and  to  be  out  of  it, 
specially  for  children  ;  since  he  will  have  them  all  saved, 
and  yet  none  of  them  at  all  to  be  of  the  church.  Secondly, 
If  he  were  assured,  as  he  saith,  that  we  w^ould  ''confess 
that  no  parents  do  confer  grace  by  generation  more  than 
others,"  I  am  assured  he  showed  the  less  grace  in  accusing 
us  in  another  place,  page  17:2,  against  his  conscience,  to 
hold,  "that  Christians  beget  Christians  by  generation." 
Thirdly,  Since  all  are  by  nature  alike  children  of  'v\Tath,  I 
would  know  of  these  free-willers,  how^  some,  become  the 
children  of  God  and  believers,  and  some,  abide  under  the 
wrath  of  God  ?  To  make  the  things  or  persons,  which  are 
altogether  alike  in  themselves,  unlike,  there  must  come 
something  from  elsewhere,  and  that  not  alike,  unto  them 
both.  For  either  let  them  alone  which  are  alike,  or  add 
alike  unto  them  both,  and  they  will  remain  alike  still. 
It  must  not  then  be  any  universal  grace  alike  common  to 
all,  which  makes  them  who  are  alike  to  become  unlike 
one  to  another. 

Mr.  Helwisse,  elsewhere  and  rightlv,  disclaims  all  free- 
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will,  or  power  in  a  man's  self  to  work  out  his  salvation, 
but  teachetli,  that  "  this  grace,  which  is  his  mercy  in 
Christ,  God  hath  given  to  all,  though  all  receive  it  not ;" 
for  which  he  quotes  Phil.  i.  JO,  11 ;  Acts  vii.  51  ;  xiii.  46. 
Where  first  he  lays  a  notorious  error  for  his  foundation,  in 
making  all  and  every  person  in  the  world  partakers  of  the 
grace  of  God  in  Christ.  For  they  to  whom  God  gives 
grace  in  Christ,  must  themselves  be  in  Christ ;  and  so  all 
the  unbelievers  and  wicked  in  the  Avorld  should  be  in 
Christ,  which  is  expressly  contrary  to  the  Scriptures.  Eom. 
viii.  ]  ;  Gal.  v.  24 ;  Eph.  ii.  12  ;  John  iii.  3.  So  that 
Avicked  and  unregenerate  men  have  neither  power  in  them- 
selves nor  in  Christ  (in  whom  they  are  not),  to  work  out 
their  salvation.  They,  indeed,  who  are  in  Christ  by  faith, 
and  have  received  his  spirit,  are  thereby  enabled  to  work 
out  their  salvation  ;  which  Phil.  i.  10,  11,  proveth ;  as  the 
rest  also  are  able  and  have  power  to  despise  and  reject  the 
grace  of  God  offered  to  condemnation,  and  this  the  other 
two  scriptures.  Acts  vii.  51,  and  xiii.  4G,  do  prove.  Which 
yet  a  great  part  of  the  wicked  in  the  world  do  not ;  as  not 
having  so  much  as  heard  of  Christ,  at  least  in  any  com- 
petent measure  for  salvation  by  him  ;  but  shall  be  judged 
according  to  the  law  of  nature,  written  in  the  creatures, 
and  in  their  natural  consciences.  Eom.  ii.  12.  Again,  he 
speaks  contradictions  in  saying,  that  all  have  this  grace  or 
power  in  Christ,  and  that  God  giveth  it  to  all,  and  yet  con- 
fessing that  all  receive  it  not.  For  though  there  may  be  a 
purpose,  will,  and  offer  to  give,  yet  there  can  be  no  givhig 
so  as  the  person  have  the  thing,  especially  that  thing 
which  none  can  have  against  his  will,  as  none  can  have 
gi-ace,  except  there  be  also  a  receiving.  Since,  then,  all 
men  are  not  in  Christ,  and  so  not  partakers  of  the  grace  of 
God  in  him  ;  nor  yet,  if  they  were,  could  a  common, 
universal,  and  equal  grace  make  them  unequal  who  were 
formerly  equal,  it  followeth  that  there  is  a  special  and 
peculiar  grace,  which  God  in  Christ  giveth  unto  some,  and 
not  to  others  ;  by  Avhich  they  are  enabled  to  understand 
and  beheve  the  gospel,  and  to  repent;  and  so  by  con- 
sequence, a  special  and  particular  election  of  those  persons 
before  the  world,  since  God's  works  are  known  unto  him 
of  old,  Acts  XV.  18;  neither  doth  he  anything  in  time, 
hich  he  did  not  purpose  to  do  before  time. 
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Lastly,  Since  all  children  are  by  nature  children  of,  or 
subject  to,  wrath,  and  which  God  might  in  justice  destroy, 
why  should  it  seem  harsh  unto  these  men,  that  he  should 
execute  his  justice  ujoon  some,  and  show  mercy  upon 
others,  and  save  them  ?  If  he  might  in  justice  have  con- 
demned all,  (which  they  must  needs  gTant,  if  they  beUeve 
that  all  are  "by  nature  the  children  of  wrath,"  and  that 
God  gave  his  Son  in  his  mercy,  and  that  it  had  been  no 
injustice  if  he  had  given  him  for  none,  no  more  than  he 
did  for  the  angels  that  sinned,)  will  they  sue  God  at  the 
law,  because  he  hath  not  given  him  effectually  for  all,  or 
saved  all  by  him  ?  Will  they  have  him  give  them  account 
why  he  takes  some  into  the  arm  of  his  mercy,  when  he 
might  have  left  all 'to  the  hand  of  his  justice  ?  If  he  con- 
demn any,  they  have  their  due  :  those  whom  he  saveth,  he 
doth  it  of  free  mercy,  mito  which  he  is  not  bomid.  And 
is  any  man's  eje  evil,  because  his  is  good?  or  because  men 
know  no  reason  why  God  should  rather  choose  and  save 
some  than  others,  all  deserving  condemnation,  will  they 
yield  him  to  be  no  more  wise,  and  no  more  holy  than  they  ? 
"  The  depth  of  the  riches,  both  of  the  wisdom  and  know- 
ledge of  God,  and  the  imsearchableness  of  his  judgments'' 
appears  in  this,  if  in  any  other  thing;  as  doth  also  man's 
intolerable  presumption,  who  will  yield  hi]n  no  more  than 
he  sees  reason  for. 

Now  though  I  have  done  it  fully  before,  yet  will  I  fm'ther 
clear  by  the  Scriptirres,  that,  though  all  childi'en  are  by 
natm^e  alike,  yet  in  respect  of  the  grace  of  adoption,  tliey 
are  not  alike,  especially  unto  us,  and  in  that  judgment, 
which  we  are  to  23ass  upon  them,  leaving  unto  the  Lord 
his  secrets. 

And  1.  Who  will  say,  that  Isaac,  being  separated  from 
the  infants  of  the  heathen  into  the  covenant  of  God's  love, 
and  so  signed,  as  one  of  the  Lord's  peculiar  people ;  and 
those  infants  of  the  world,  from  whom  he  was  separated, 
for  example,  the  infants  of  the  Sodomites,  about  his  time, 
who  were  in  God's  fierce  ^VTath  destroyed  with  fire,  and 
brimstone  from  heaven,  were  alike  m  God's  acceptance  ? 
We  have  Isaac  set  forth  as  an  example  of  God's  mercy,  and 
love  :  and  them,  w^ith  their  parents,  of  his  justice,  and 
vengeance.  Jude  7.  And  who  A\ill  say  that  the  Israelitish 
children  received  into  solemn  covenant  by  and  with  the 
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Lord,  Neh.  x.  28,  29,  and  the  children  of  the  heathenish 
women,  which  were  shut  out  with  their  mothers,  and 
separated,  before  the  other  could  enter  it,  were  to  he 
accounted  alike  acceptable  ?  Neh.  ix.  2.  The  Prophet  Ma- 
lachi  testifieth  for  the  Lord  that  he  "  loved  Jacob,  and 
hated  Esau"  (to  wit  in  the  decree  of  his  love,  and  hatred, 
by  just  means  to  be  applied),  "before  they  were  bom:" 
and  this  the  apostle,  Eom.  ix.,  applieth  to  the  question  of 
election,  and  rej^robation,  touching  the  two  parties,  pri- 
marily, and  distinctly ;  and  their  j^osterity,  secondarily, 
and  indefinitely,  both  for  persons,  and  things.  And  lest 
any  should  say,  that  God  thus  decreed,  in  respect  of  any- 
thing, which  he  foresaw  they  would  do,  or  prove,  the 
apostle  prevents  this  shift,  and  shows  that  this  was  not  in 
respect  of  works,  but  that  the  purpose  of  God  might  stand, 
according  to  election,  ver.  11.  Besides  had  this  been 
primarily  in  respect  of  faith,  or  works  foreseen,  and  for 
that  tlie  one  would  receive  the  grace  of  God,  and  not  the 
other,  the  apostle  needed  not  to  have  broken  out  as  he  did, 
speaking  of  the  reason  of  this  his  love,  or  hatred.  "  But 
what  art  thou,  0  man,  whopleadest  with  God,"  &c.  ver.  20. 
The  answer  had  been  easy  for  a  child  to  have  given, 
namely,  that  the  reason  Avhy  God  purposed  to  ]ove  Jacob 
was  because  he  foresaw  he  would  receive  of  himself  the 
grace  to  be  offered,  and  believe  :  and  so  to  hate  Esau  for 
his  sin  in  not  receiving  the  same  grace  to  be  offered  as 
effectually  on  God's  part,  as  unto  his  brother. 

It  is  also  noted  of  John  the  Baptist,  that  he  was  "filled 
with  the  Holy  Ghost  even  from  his  mother's  womb,"  Luke 
i.  15  :  which  to  affirm  of  all  children  were  a  vanity  not 
worthy  the  refuting.  Lastly,  Christ  our  Saviour  blessed 
the  infants  of  the  Israelites,  being  of  the  church,  when 
they  were  brought  unto  him,  Matt.  xix.  13 — 15  :  but  with 
the  little  daughter  of  the  Canaanitish  woman  he  refused  to 
communicate  his  grace,  accounting  her  as  a  dog,  or  whelp, 
till  her  mother  by  her  faithful,  and  zealous  confession,  had 
obtained  for  her,  interest  in  the  children's  bread.  Matt.  xv. 
22.  And  thus  it  appeareth,  besides  the  things  formerly 
laid  down,  that  though  all  children  be  alike  in  nature,  yet 
are  they  not  all  alike  in  respect  of  God's  adoption,  especially 
outwardly  manifested,  of  which  we  speak. 
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He  adds,  that  "  every  one  shall  receive  salvation,  or  con- 
demnation according  to  that  which  he  hath  done  in  the 
flesh,"  &c.  And  for  answer,  I  would  know  of  him,  how 
any  infants,  so  dying,  who  have  done  neither  good,  nor 
evil,  shall  either  he  saved,  or  damned?  He  must  answer, 
that  the  Scriptures  he  brings  concern  not  infants  at  all, 
but  men  of  years  ;  and,  therefore,  are,  by  him,  misapplied 
to  them,  Avhom  they  nothing  concern. 

And  here  note,  that  as  the  church  in  heaven,  or  of  gloiy, 
and  this  in  earth,  or  of  grace,  is  one  in  substance ;  this, 
the  beginning  of  that,  and  that  the  consummation  of  this, 
so  they,  who  come  into  the  church  here,  must  enter  by  the 
profession,  which  tliemselves  make  :  and  they  that  come 
into  the  church  there,  by  the  profession,  which  Christ  shall 
make  of,  and  for  them,  according  to  their  works.  Matt.  xxv. 
But  as  it  were  absurd  to  say,  that  infants  cannot  enter  into 
the  church  and  state  of  glory,  because  Christ  cannot  pro- 
fess of  them,  that  they  have  "fed  the  hungry,"  &c. :  so  is  it 
as  absurd  to  exclude  them  from  the  churcli  or  state  of 
grace,  because  they  cannot  themselves  make  profession  of 
faith,  and  repentance.  This  man  by  one,  and  the  same 
error,  which  is  the  perverting,  and  misapplying  of  the 
Scriptures  to  infants,  which  are  peculiar  to  men  of  years, 
debars  them  of  both. 

These  things  considered,  I  hope  it  will  appear  to  the 
godly,  and  wise  reader,  that  the  things  for  which  he 
challengeth  me  in  this,  as  in  other  points,  are  only  false, 
wherein  they  are,  by  him,  falsified.  Yea  and  if  there  were 
nothing  else,  two  of  the  three  last  scriptures,  which  he 
brings  against  me,  do  undeniably  prove  as  much  as,  yea, 
more  than,  I  speak  :  which  is,  that  wicked  parents  do  en- 
wrap their  children  in  the  same  evils  visibly  (for  so  I  speak), 
with  themselves,  adding  in  the  same  place,  that  '^this  is 
not  so,  as  though  the  children  were  without  fault,  but  as 
being  by  Adam's  transgression,  and  their  natural,  and 
original  corru].)tion  children  of  wrath,  and  liable  to  all  God's 
curses,  which  he  also  takes  occasion  by  the  sins  of  the  parents 
to  execute  upon  the  children,  in  whose  punishments  he 
also  punisheth  the  parents  themselves  after  a  sort."  The 
former  scripture  is  Eom.  v.  14,  which  proves  by  his  o\\ti 
exposition,  that  all  infants  are  by  the  sin  of  their  common 
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father  Adam,  under  the  reign  or  tyranny  of  death  :  the 
guilt,  and  contagion  of  which  sin  is,  hy  their  next  parents 
immediately  conveyed  unto  them  by  natural  generation. 
And  that  God  hath  usually  punished  the  sins,  even  of  the 
next  parents,  both  in  the  death  of  their  children  and  other- 
wise, is  so  evident  in  the  Scriptures,  as  that  no  modest  man 
will  gainsay  it.  Yea,  even  for  them  of  years,  that  other  scrip- 
ture which  he  brings,  Exod.  xx.  5,  teacheth  plainly,  that 
"  the  Lord  visits"  not  only  their  own  "  sins,  who  hate  him, 
upon  them,"  but  the  "  sins  of  their  fathers"  also.  That  in 
Ezek,  xviii.  14,  17,  as  before  I  have  answered,  is  not  of  an 
infant,  but  of  a  child  of  years,  "  forsaking  his  father's  sins," 
and  doing  the  contraiy :  with  whom  therefore  the  Lord 
deals  not  in  the  course  of  his  justice,  but  of  his  mercy  : 
and  so  is  not  pertinent  to  the  cpiestion  in  hand  :  which  is 
about  infants,  and  those  such  as  with  whom  the  Lord  deals 
in  the  course,  and  tenor  of  his  justice. 

And  thus  have  I  answered  all  the  particulars  in  his  book, 
which  either  respect  mine  own  ^mtings,  or  our  special 
cause,  and  practice.  My  pm^pose  also  was  to  have  showed, 
how,  whilst  he  pretends  "the  discovery  of  the  mystery  of 
iniquity,"  himself  is  deep  plunged  in  many  points  of  popish 
iniquity.  But  for  that  I  have  drawn  out  the  thread  of 
mine  answer  further  than  I  mtended ;  and  that  most  of 
the  particulars  will  come,  for  substance,  under  considera- 
tion, in  the  "  Survey  of  Mr.  Smyth's  Confession,"  in  the  fol- 
lowing chapters,  I  will  here  conclude  for  the  matter  of  his 
writing:  adding  especially  for  the  manner  thereof,  only 
thus  much ;  that  in  him,  and  some  others  I  have  had  great 
cause  to  observe,  and  bewail,  m  a  special  regard,  man's 
miser)%  in  lying  open  to  this,  amongst  other,  of  Satan's 
dangerous  practices :  which  is,  when  men  have  escaped 
his  snares  of  gross  ignorance,  and  profaneness,  and  are 
come  to  some  measure  of  knowledge,  and  conscience  of 
godliness,  and  have  suffered  something  for  the  truth,  than 
to  bring  them  into  love  with  themselves,  and  their  own 
knowledge,  zeal,  and  other  graces  :  and  withal  into  the 
contempt  of  the  knowledge,  judgment,  zeal,  and  graces  of 
all  other  men :  that,  so  soaring  aloft  upon  the  Avings  of 
vain  presumption,  and  beholding  all  others  afar  off,  and  as 
scarce  creeping  upon  the  earth,  whilst  they  mount  on  high, 
they  might  fall    by  rising,  and   that  their  fall  might  be 
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great.  But  let  all  God's  people  be  exhorted,  and  ad- 
monished to  serv^e  him  in  modesty  of  mind,  and  meekness 
of  wisdom,  with  reverence,  and  fear  :  avoiding,  as  the  sands 
of  humble  hypocrisy,  in  pinning  then-  faith  and  obedience 
upon  the  sleeves  of  others,  so  much  more  the  rock  of 
proud  presumption  :  which  is  so  much  the  worse  tlian  the 
other,  as  it  is  more  dangerous  for  any  to  overvalue  liimself, 
than  another  man.    James  iii.  13;  Heb.xii.  28;  Col.  ii.  18. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

A  SUEVEY  OF  THE  CONFESSION  OF  FAITH  PUBLISHED  IN  CERTAIN 
CONCLUSrONS  BY  THE  EEMATNT)EES  OF  ME.  SMITH's  COMPANY 
AFTER  HIS  DEATH.-;' 

In  honour  of  the  truth,  and  love  of  them,  who  un- 
feignedly  seek  it,  and  more  especially  of  the  persons, 
mider  whose  names  this  confession  passeth  out,  I  have 
thought  myself  even  called  to  examine,  and  censure  by  the 
Word  of  God,  such  errors,  as  by  the  light  thereof,  I  do 
discern  in  it,  as  also  in  the  other  writing  annexed  unto  it : 
purposing  herein  to  pass  by  (as  apjDroving  it)  what  I  £nd 
agreeable  to  the  ScrijDtures,  albeit  not  set  down  in  so  con- 
venient terms  :  to  explain,  and  cleai'  what  may  seem  doubt- 
ful, and  so  to  evince  by  the  same  Scriptures,  what  I  deem 
contrary  to  the  wholesome  doctrine  of  godliness  and  form 
thereof.  In  all  which  I  desire  my  endeavours  may  so  far 
be  blessed  of  God,  and  accepted  of  men,  as  they  contain 
in  them  his  simple  truth,  and  j)roceed  from  him,  who  en- 
tirely loveth  all  that  seek  the  same  truth  in  holiness. 

SECT.  I. — ON  KNOWTLEDGE  OF  GOD. 

And  first,  the  7th  conclusion  which  is,  "  That  to  under- 
stand and  conceive  of  God  in  the  mind,  is  not  the  savmg 
knowledge  of  God  ;  but  to  be  like  to  God  in  his  effects  and 
properties,  to  be  made  conformable  to  his  Divine  and 
heavenly  attributes,  this  is  the  true  saving  knowledge  of 

*  "  A  Declaration  of  the  Faitli  of  the  English  People  remaining 
at  Amsterdam,  in  Holland,"  1611,  supposed  to  have  been  written  by 
Mr.  Hel^isse,  m  behalf  of  himself  and  the  sniThing  members  of 
Mr.  Smyth's  chm'ch,  of  which  he  became  pastor.  Vide  Crosby's 
History  of  the  Baptists,  vol.  ii.,  Appendix, 
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God,  2  Cor.  iii.  18;  Matt.  v.  48 ;  2  Pet.  i.  4;  whereunto 
we  ought  to  give  all  diligence,"  stands  need  of  explana- 
tion. For  taking  the  former  part  of  the  sentence  either 
exclusively,  that  salvation  stands  not  in  these  things  alone, 
or  comparatively,  that  it  stands  not  therein  principally, 
according  to  that  form  of  speech,  Kom.  i.  19  ;  1  Cor.  i.  17  ; 
it  is  true,  and  the  scriptures  brought  do  prove  it :  but  not 
so,  if  the  words  be  taken  negatively,  as  though  it  stood  not 
in  these  things  at  all.  For  "  without  faith,"  which  is 
wrought  in  the  mind  and  understanding,  "no  man  can 
please  God:"  nor  come  unto  him.  Heb.  xi.  6.  "And 
this,"  saith  Christ,  "  is  eternal  life  to  know  God  the 
Father,"  John  xvii.  3,  &c.,  and  everywhere  the  Scriptures 
teach,  that  by  faith  Christ  is  received,  and  salvation  ob- 
tained, John  i.  12  ;  Rom.  iii.  28  :  as  is  also  that  renewing 
of  God's  image  in  us,  first,  in  the  understanding,  in  which 
we  are  first  joined  to  God  by  true  knowledge.  Col.  iii.  10; 
and  secondly,  in  our  heart  by  sincere  love  :  and  so  after  in 
the  other  affections,  and  parts  of  soul  and  body. 

SECT.  II. ON  god's  decrees  ABOUT  SIN. 

The  9th  position,  where  it  is  said  "  that  God,  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world  did  foresee,  and  determine  the 
issue  and  event  of  all  his  works,"  Acts  xv.  18,  cometh 
much  short  of  the  truth,  though  there  be  no  untruth  in  it. 
For  God  hath  not  only  foreseen,  and  determined  the 
issues,  and  events  of  his  works,  but  hath  also  decreed  and 
purposed  the  works  themselves  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world.  And  so  much  the  place  in  the  Acts  proveth  : 
where  James  teaching  that  "all  the  works  of  God  are  known 
unto  him  from  eternity,"  purposeth  to  prove  that  the  calling 
of  the  Gentiles,  of  which  work  he  speaks,  is  not  a  thing 
newly  come  into  the  thoughts  of  God,  but  that  which  he 
hath  promised,  and  purposed  before.  Which  the  other 
place  also  after  alleged  plainly  proves  :  where  it  is  said, 
that  God  "  worketh  all  things  according  to  the  counsel  of 
his  will."  Eph.  i.  11.  And  to  conceive  that  God  doth 
anything,  in  time,  which  he  did  not,  from  eternity  pur- 
pose to  do,  as  he  doth  it,  is  derogatory  to  his  infiiiite 
wisdom  and  power:  and,  indeed,  to  deny  him  to  be  God, 
and  to   make  him  finite  :    in  whom    there    is   a   change 


Hosted  by  Google 


ON  god's  decrees  about  sin.  '239 

wrought,  and  a  beginning,  and  growth  of  counsels.  And 
this  I  note  for  two  purposes.  First,  that  we  may  know 
that  the  condemnation  of  wicked  men  by  God,  for  sin,  by 
their  free  will  to  be  wrought,  was  pui-posed  of  God  before 
the  world :  it  being  a  good  work  of  God,  and  effected  by 
his  infinite  power  for  the  holiness,  and  gloiy  of  his  justice  : 
2ndly,  that  since  "  every  good  giving,  and  every  perfect 
gift  is  from  above,  descending  from  the  Father  of  lights," 
James  i.  17,  and  that,  to  know  God,  to  believe  in  him,  to 
love,  and  obey  him,  to  receive  Christ,  and  the  gospel  of 
salvation  offered,  are  the  good  gifts  of  God,  we  may  also 
know,  that  God  not  only  foresees,  that  those  graces  will 
be  in  men,  but  also  fore-pm'poses,  from  eternity,  himself 
to  work  and  effect  them  :  that  if  any  should  tell  us,  as 
many  do,  that  God  hath  indeed  predestinated  such  men 
unto  salvation,  as  he  foresaw  would  believe  in  Christ,  and 
receive  the  grace  in  him  offered,  we  may  answer  them, 
that  God  foresees  indeed  those  graces  in  those  men,  but  it 
is  because  he  fore-purposeth  to  work  them.  He  works 
them,  in  time,  because,  of  his  free  grace,  he  purposed  to 
work  them  before  time  was  :  without  which,  his  purpose, 
he  could  not  have  foreseen  tbem.  And  as  the  Lord  in  the 
beginning  "  saw  ''  that  the  things  ''  he  had  made  were  all 
good  "  when  he  had  made  them  such :  so  did  he  foresee 
all  other  good  graces  in  men,  because  he  fore-purposed  so 
to  work  and  effect  them. 

The  beginning  and  end  of  the  tenth  position  :  viz.  "  That 
God  is  not  the  author,  or  worker  of  sin  :  and  that  he  gives 
no  influence,  instinct,  motion,  or  inclination  to  the  least 
sin,"  I  embrace.  But  the  middle  part  thereof,  viz  :  that 
God  only  did  foresee,  and  determine  what  evil  the  free  will 
of  men,  and  angels  would  do,  I  except  against,  as  deroga- 
tory to  the  innniteness  of  God's  power,  and  wisdom:  neither 
indeed  is  it  sensible  to  say,  that  God  determined,  what  the 
will  of  others  would  do. 

But  what  the  forethoughts  and  purposes  of  God  have 
been  from  eternity  about  sin,  so  far  as  the  knowledge 
thereof  concerneth  us,  will  best  appear,  if  we  consider,  what 
the  work  of  his  providence  is,  in  and  about  it,  in  time,  and 
when  it  is  wrought  by  men  or  angels. 

And,  first,  since  sin  is  the  work  of  men  and  angels,  it 
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followelh  that  sin  is  from  them,  who  are  themselves  from 
God :  though  the  sin  he  not,  hut  of  themselves :  yea,  not 
only  the  natures  and  persons,  hut  even  the  natural  powers, 
faculties,  and  instruments  together  with  their  natural 
motions  and  actions,  in  and  hy  which  sin  is  wrought,  are 
of  God  also;  hy  him  sustained,  and  upheld,  and  acted  hy 
His  almighty  power,  which  is  the  cause  of  exeiy  creature, 
and  upholdeth  all  things,  and  so  of  every  action,  as  an 
action,  Acts  xxii.  28  ;  Eom.  xi.  36 ;  Col.  i.  17  ;  Heb.  i. 
3  ;  sin  not  being  created  of  God,  nor  any  part  or  power  of 
man,  or  angel,  nor  any  motion  or  action,  hut  only  the 
depravation,  corruj)tion,  crooked  and  inordinate  abuse  and 
application  of  the  same  created  part,  power,  or  motion. 
For  example  :  the  veiy  power,  and  use  of  seeing  the  forbid- 
den fiTiit,  the  natural  desire  of  it,  as  a  pleasant  thing,  the 
power  and  ability  of  taking,  as  also  of  eating  it,  were  of 
God  in  themselves  :  but  the  sin  stood  in  the  inordinateness 
and  abuse  of  the  sense,  appetite,  and  power  upon  that, 
which  Avas  forbidden  by  God.  And  this  will  yet  appear 
more  plainly,  if  we  consider  that  the  veiy  same  sense,  ap- 
petite, and  work  both  of  body,  and  mind  set  upon  another 
fruit  not  forbidden  by  God,  had  been  no  sin  at  all. 

Secondly,  God  doth  administer  the  occasions,  by  which 
the  creature  through  his  ovm  default,  is  provoked,  and 
incited  unto  sin:  as  in  the  creation  of  the  forbidden  fruit 
"very  2)leasant  to  the  eyes,"  and  of  "the  serpent  subtle," 
and  fit  to  be  used  by  Satan  for  temptation.  Gen.  iii.  Thus 
even  the  law  of  God  is  the  occasion  of  all  lust,  and  sin, 
Eom.  vii.  8  ;  the  gospel  of  fire,  and  sword,  and  all  variance, 
and  debate.  Matt.  x.  34,  35  ;  Luke  xii.  49.  Thus  God  s 
commandment  to  Pharaoh  to  let  his  people  go,  the  miracles 
which  Moses  did  in  his  sight,  his  conviction  of  conscience, 
and  remorse  of  heart,  which  by  them  the  Lord  wrought  in 
him,  were  occasions  of  sin  unto  him,  by  his  own  rebellion, 
and  God's  judgment :  and  did  harden  his  heart,  and  God 
by  them,  not  as  by  causes,  but  occasions,  which  are  also 
used  of  God,  as  all  other  the  like  occasions,  to  all  men,  for 
the  trial,  discovery,  and  conviction  of  his  creature,  and  to 
make  way  for  his'own  further  work  of  mercy,  or  justice. 
Exod.  viii.  5. 

Thirdly,  God  doth  permit,  and  suffer  sin,  and  that,  both 
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■willingly  and  wisely,  not  by  givinc^  the  creature  leave  to 
sin,  for  that  is  impossible;  but  by  not  putting  the  effectual 
impediments  which  might  hinder  sin,  as  he  both  could  and 
lawfully  might,  if  he  would.  He  could  and  might,  had  he 
so  pleased,  not  have  created  men  and  anc^els,  which  have 
sinned:  or  by  irresistible  grace,  restraint,  or  other  disap- 
pointment have  prevented  their  sin.  He,  therefore,  per- 
mitteth  it  willingly,  and  when  he  could  hinder  it,  if  he 
would  ;  otherwise  it  were  no  pennission,  though  he  did 
not  hinder  it;  no  more  than  a  man  can  be  said  to  jiermit, 
or  suffer  the  sun  to  shine,  or  rain  to  fall,  that  hinders  them 
not.  And  thus  sin,  though  it  be  always  against  the  decrees 
of  the  commanding,  approving,  and  effecting  will  of  God, 
yet  is  not  at  all  against  his  permitting  will,  or  against  that 
decree  of  manifestation  of  that  one  in  itself,  and  simi:)le 
will  of  God :  neither  is  it  wrought,  he  absolutely  nilling  it. 
For  he  bein.C!:  in  heaven  doth  Avhatsoever  he  pleaseth. 
Psa.  cxv.  3.  "His  counsel  shall  stand,  and  he  will  do  what- 
soever he  will,"  saith  the  prophet.  Isa.  xlvi.  10.  This  sin 
he  doth  also  suffer,  not,  as  men  oft  suffer  things  to  come  to 
pass,  without  care  or  consideration  of  it,  but  of  purpose 
and  with  infinite  wisdom,  as  knowing  how  to  bring  light 
out  of  darkness,  and  by  the  creature's  sin,  to  effect  his  most 
holy  work,  according  to  his  unsearchable  counsel:  the  depth 
whereof  may  swallow  up  the  mind,  but  cannot  be  sounded 
by  it,  and  in  the  meditation  whereof,  the  best  bound,  and 
bottom  is  for  man  to  consider  and  confess,  that  God  is 
both  more  wise,  and  more  holy  than  he. 

And  so  in  the  fourth  place,  God  doth  most  wisely,  and 
most  powerfully  determine,  order,  and  direct  the  sins  of 
men,  and  angels,  in  respect  of  the  continuance,  extent  and 
use  thereof  by  him  to  be  made:  bringing  light  out  of  dark- 
ness, by  his  almiglity  power,  and  wisdom  :  and  effecting 
by  the  creature's  unrighteousness  his  own  most  holv.  and 
righteous  purposes.  And  thus  he  sometimes  punisheth 
one  sin  with  another,  in  the  same  persons,  giving  them 
over  to  reprobate  minds,  for  holding  his  truth  in  unright- 
eousness: sending  upon  them  the  efficacy  of  delusion  to 
believe  lies,  that  they  might  be  damned,  who  liave  not 
received  the  love  of  the  truth,  that  they  might  be  saved  : 
searing  with   an   hot   iron    their    consciences,   who    have 
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spoken  lies  in  hypocrisy,  and  punishing  the  neglect  of 
former  conviction,  with  want  of  feeling,  and  numbness  of 
heart  afterwards,  Eom.  i.  28,  29;  2  Thess.  ii.  10:  and 
sometimes  the  sin  of  one  man  by  the  sin  of  another  :  and 
thus  he  punished  David's  adultery  and  murder,  by  Absa- 
lom's treason  and  incest,  2  Sam.  xi.,  xii.,  xv.,  xvi.,  xviii.: 
and  the  Israelites'  idolatries,  and  other  iniquities,  by  the 
pride  and  cruelty  of  the  Assyrians,  and  Babylonians. 
2  Kings  xvii.,  xxiv.,  xxw.  Sometimes  also  he  useth,  or 
rather  abuseth,  the  sins  of  wicked  angels  and  men,  for  the 
trial  of  the  faith  and  po^tience  of  his  seiwants,  as  we  see  in 
the  story  of  Job  :  and  sometimes  to  make  way  for  his  own 
most  excellent  works  ;  as  the  redemption  of  mankind  by 
the  death  of  his  Son,  for  which  he  used  the  envy  of  the 
Pharisees,  the  malice  of  Satan,  the  treason  of  Judas,  and 
the  injustice  of  Pontius  Pilate.  And  in  this  ordination  of 
evil,  God  giveth  us  to  see,  that  nothing  is  absolutely,  and 
infinitely  evil,  as  he  is  aljsolutely  and  infinitely  good ; 
who  also,  in  these  ordinations,  triumpheth  over  sin  and 
iniquity :  which  he  surely  would  never  suffer,  save  as 
he  is  able  to  serve  his  most  holy  purpose  of  it,  and  of 
them  that  work  it  :  and,  in  this  respect,  especially,  God 
is  said  to  do  these  things,  which  indeed  are  done  by  Avicked 
angels  and  men,  and  by  him  ordered,  and  determined  to 
his  most  holy  purposes. 

And  lastly,  God  doth  either  mercifully  pardon,  and  so 
abolish  in  Christ,  or  punish  in  the  course  of  justice,  sin,  and 
sinners,  as  tlie  Scriptures  everywhere  teach. 

And  by  these  the  works  of  God  in  and  about  sin,  it  ap- 
peareth  what  tlie  purposes  of  God  Avere  touching  it  from 
eternity:  for  whatsoever  God  doth,  in  time,  whether  about 
sin,  or  otherwise,  that  lie  purposed  to  do,  before  time,  ere 
the  Avorld  was  :  and  so  for  the  contrary. 

SECTION  III. — ox  ADAIM's  FALL  A^'D  SIN. 

The  sixteenth  Conclusion  :  ''That  Adam  died  the  same 
day  that  he  sinned,  Gen.  ii.  17,  for  that  the  reward  of  sin 
is  death,  Piom.  vi.  23,  and  that  his  death  was  loss  of  inno- 
cency,  peace  of  conscience,  and  of  the  comfortable  presence 
of  God,"  Gen.  iii.  7 — Jl,  must  be  further  opened  and 
b'etter  cleared  than,  I  suppose,  the  author  iutendeth  it. 

Fur  bv  death  tlireatened,  G^en.  ii.  IT,  is  not  only  meant 
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spiritual  death  standing  in  loss  of  innocency,  peace  of  con- 
science, and  God's  comfortable  presence,  but,  withal, 
eternal  death,  whereof  the  other  is  but  the  beginning  :  as 
one  of  the  noted  scriptures  proveth.  "  The  wages  of  sin 
is  death,  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  in  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord,"  Eom.  vi.  28 ;  where  the  apostle  opposeth  unto 
death,  eternal  life,  and  therefore  intendeth  eternal  death  of 
soul  and  body.  In  which  death  threatened  was  included 
bodily  death  also,  mth  all  the  means,  and  miseries, 
which  lead  unto  it.  And  this  appears  in  the  last  scripture 
alleged,  which  is  Gen.  iii.  16,  19,  where  God,  after  many 
bodily  calamities  both  upon  the  woman  and  man  for  that 
sin,  denounceth,  as  theu'  end,  and  consummation,  death 
and  dissolution  of  body  into  the  earth  from  which  they 
were  taken. 

It  is  true,  that  the  body  being  made  of  corruptible  crea- 
tures, was  subject,  in  itself,  to  coriTiption,  and  mortality  : 
yet  must  it  be  remembered,  that  even  the  heavens  them- 
selves were  made  of  one  and  the  same  lirst  common 
matter,  that  rude  lump  and  unformed  chaos,  and  so  are, 
also,  in  themselves  subject  to  dissolution.  Gen.  i.  1,2. 
Yea,  whatsoever,  hath  a  beginning,  and  is  a  creature,  is 
subject  to  come  to  an  end  naturally  :  as  with  which  is  com- 
mmiicated  but  a  finite  power  and  virtue ;  and  so  the  yery 
souls  of  men,  and  the  angels  are  in  themselves  subject  to 
death,  and  mortality,  save  as  they  are  by  the  continual 
influence  of  the  Divine  j^ower  and  providence,  sustained 
and  preserved.  But^God  now  havin.o;  ennobled  the  whole 
man  soul  and  body  with  His  image  and  joined  them 
together  in  one  person :  the  soul  to  inform,  and  quicken 
the  body,  and  the  body  to  be  quickened,  and  used  by  it,  as 
an  active,  and  lively  instrument  for  her  operations,  and 
works  :  the  separation  of  these  two,  which  death  is,  being 
a  dissolution  of  so  gix^at  a  work  of  God,  and  of  the  habita- 
tion of  his  own  image,  could  not  come,  but  by  sin.  Not 
that  I  think  Adam  should  always  have  continued  in  that  his 
natural  estate,  in  tillino-,  and  keepino:  the  o-ai'den  of  Eden, 
in  eating,  drinking,  procreating  of  children,  governing  tlie 
family,  and  the  like :  or  should  always  have  had  an  earthly, 
heavy,  gTOSs,  and  dark  body,  but  that,  in  the  Lord's  ap- 
pointed time,  there  should  have  been  a  change  of  all  those 
eartlily  imperfections,  as  there  shall  be  in  the  bodies  of  all 
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the  faithful,  who  shall  be  alive  at  Christ's  second  coming, 
I  Cor.  XV.  51;  1  Thess.  iv.  17  :  but  the  same  without  all 
grief  and  pain  ;  much  more  without  all  separation  of  soul 
and  body  :  most  of  all,  without  the  bodies  corrupting  and 
rotting  in  the  grave  :  which  are  the  proper  fruits  of  sin. 
And,  therefore,  as  God  gave  him  "  a  living  soul,"  so  he 
gave  him  "the  tree  of  hfe  in  the  garden,"  as  an  effectual 
sacrament  of  life  :  he  made  all  things  good  in  themselves, 
and  for  him  :  subject  unto  him,  and  serviceable  to  his  use. 
So  that  though  his  body  were,  in  itself,  capable  of  violence 
by  fire,  water,  and  otherwise,  yet  should  the  providence  of 
God,  the  ministry  of  angels,  and  his  own  perfect  wisdom 
so  have  directed,  and  ordered  both  them,  and  himself,  as 
that  no  hurt,  but  good  every  way  should  have  come  unto 
him,  by  them. 

"  Wherefore,"  saith  the  prophet,  "  doth  the  living  man 
complain  ?"  he  answereth,  man  complaineth  for  his  sins  : 
Lam.  iii.  39.  So  that  all  the  sorrows  of  this  life,  all 
the  grievous  pangs  and  passions  of  the  mind,  all  the  tur- 
moilings  of  the  body,  by  hunger,  thirst,  wearisomeness,  sick- 
ness, diseases,  and  so  death  unto  which  they  lead,  and 
which  is  the  extremity  of  them  all,  are  for  sin,  inflicted 
by  God,  and  by  man  borne  ;  which  the  Scriptures  every- 
where testify,  and  that,  in  examples  so  well  known,  as 
in  vain  it  were  to  trouble  the  reader  with  noting  them 
down. 

To  conclude  :  The  apostle,  Rom.  v.  12,  14,  speaking 
of  bodily  death,  af&rmeth  expressly  that  for  sin,  it  reigned 
even  before  the  law  was  given  by  Moses,  and  that,  over 
them  who  had  not  sinned  as  Adam,  that  is  actually  :  and 
more  plainly,  1  Cor.  xv.  21 — 26,  where  speaking  of  the 
bodily  resurrection,  after  bodily  death,  he  teacheth,  that 
by  man  and  in  Adam,  all  die  :  and  that  even  this  bodily 
death  is  one  of  Christ's  enemies  to  be  destroyed  at  the 
last :  which  these  men  themselves  do  also  confess,  though 
they  observe  it  not,  (Conclusion  34,)  and  that  death  and 
the  grave  are  vanquished  by  Christ  upon  the  cross.  And 
since  Christ  suffered  nothing  but  for  our  sins,  if  bodily 
death  had  not  been  a  punishment  of  sin,  why  should 
Christ  have  suffered  it,  as  he  did,  and  that  for  our  sins, 
according  to  the   Scriptures?  1   Cor.  xv.   3.     But  it  Avill 
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here  be  demanded,  if  God  threatened  bodily  death  upon 
Adam,  the  day  he  sinned,  why  he  did  not  accordingly 
execute  it  ?  I  answer  that  the  threatening  was  legal,  and 
according  to  the  course  of  justice,  and,  therefore,  did  not 
hinder  but  God  in  mercy  might  find  a  remedy,  as  he  also 
did  :  and  so  the  Lord's  meaning  was  no  more,  but  that 
in  the  day  wherein  Adam  ate,  he  should  be  subject  to, 
and  guilty  of  death,  and  the  curse  of  God.  In  the  very 
same  form  of  speech,  Solomon  threateneth  Shimei,  that 
the  day  he  went  out  of  Jerusalem  any  whither,  he  should 
surely  die,  1  Kings  ii.  37  :  that  is,  be  guilty  of  death  :  for 
neither  did,  neither  almost  possibly  could,  he  actually  kill 
him  that  very  day.  The  truth,  then  is,  that  God  threat- 
ened not  only  spiritual,  and  eternal  death,  which  is  the 
consummation  of  the  former,  but  bodily  also,  and  with 
it,  all  bodily,  and  temporary  calamities  leading  unto  it. 
And  of  this,  it  is  most  needful,  the  servants  of  God  should 
be  firmly  persuaded,  and  continually  mindful,  that  in  their 
sorrows  both  of  life,  and  death,  they  might  be  led  to  the 
remembrance  of  their  sins,  and  for  them  be  humbled 
under  the  hand  of  God,  of  which  fruit  of  their  afflictions 
these  men's  doctrine  bereaveth  them.  I  Kings  xvii.  18  ; 
1  Cor.  xi.  29,  30. 

The  17th  conclusion:  "That  Adam  being  fallen  did 
not  lose  any  natural  power,  or  faculty,  which  God  created 
in  his  soul,  because  the  work  of  the  devil,  which  is  sin, 
cannot  abolish  God's  works,  and  creatures  :  and,  therefore, 
being  fallen,  he  still  retained  freedom  of  will,  Gen.  iii. 
23,  24,"  is  in  part  doubtfully  set  domi,  and  in  part, 
untrue. 

That  Adam  had,  as  well,  freedom  of  will  after,  as  before 
his  fall,  is  as  true  as  that  he  was  a  man  after,  as  before. 
For  take  away  will  from  a  man,  and  he  ceaseth  to  be  a 
man  :  and  take  aw^ay  freedom  from  the  will,  in  that  which 
it  willeth,  and  it  ceaseth  to  be  will.  But  here  is  the  differ- 
ence, that  the  same  natural  power  of  free  will,  ^Yllich 
before,  was  rightly  ordered,  and  disposed  only  to  good 
actually,  though  changeably,  was  afterwards  corrupted, 
disordered,  and  clean  contrarily  disposed,  till  by  super- 
natural grace,  it  was  rectified  and  renewed.  It  is  true, 
then,  that  sin  destroyeth  not  the  natm-al  powers,  or  parts 
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of  soul,  or  body,  but  only  corrupteth,  infecteth,  and  dis- 
ordereth  them  :  whence  also  arisetli  m  the  mind,  ignor- 
ance, error,  doubtmgs,  and  unbelief;  and  in  the  will,  and 
affections,  perverseness,  and  disorder,  with  manifold  lusts, 
to  the  fulfilling  and  execution  whereof,  the  bodily  instru- 
ments are  disposed.  But  the  reason  brought,  "  that  sin 
cannot  abolish  God's  w^ork,  or  creatures,"  is  frivolous : 
for  God  suffering  sin  to  enter,  suffereth,  therein,  an  aboli- 
tion of  his  own  w^ork  and  creature.  It  is  confessed,  Pro- 
position 11  :  "  That  Adam  sinning,  died  the  death,  and 
lost  innocency,  peace  of  conscience,  and  the  comfortable 
presence  of  God."  Now,  was  not  this  spiritual  death 
which  Adam  died,  an  abolition,  and  destruction  of  his 
si'hritual  life,  innocency,  &c.  works  of  God,  and  his  crea- 
tures ?  the  same  may  be  said  of  tlie  whole  image  of  God. 
What  were  these,  but  w^orks  of  God,  creatures,  and  created 
graces,  and  endowments,  WTOught  in  him,  and  bestowed 
on  him  by  the  hand  of  the  Creator,  which  sin  abolished 
both  in  him,  and  in  his  posterity  by  natural  pro2:)agation  ? 
as  will  appear  in  the  refutation  of  the  18th  Conclusion, 
which  is, 

SECTION  IV. ON  OEIGTNAL  SIN. 

"  That  original  sin  is  an  idle  term,  and  that  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  men  intend  by  the  word,  Ezek.  xviii.  20. 
Because  God  threatened  death  only  to  Adam,  Gen.  ii.  17, 
not  to  his  posterity,  and  because  God  created  the  soul, 
rieb.  xii.  9." 

That  original  sin  is  an  hereditary  evil,  I  shall  prove 
hereafter,  God  assisting,  and  do  answer  to  the  Scriptures  ; 
and  first  to  that  in  Ezekiel,  "  The  soul  that  sinneth  shall 
die  ;  the  son  shall  not  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  father." 
The  2^rophet  speaks  of  such  children  as  forsake  sin,  and 
rej^ent,  as  the  whole  context  showeth,  which  was  to  re- 
prove the  hypocrisy  of  the  Jews,  who  complained  of 
injustice  from  God  in  punishing  them,  who  are  holy,  for 
their  fathers'  sins.  Besides,  all  Adam  s  natiu'al  posterity 
were  souls  sinning  in  him  ;  whom,  in  that  his  sin,  w^e 
must  not  consider  as  a  private  person,  but  as  the  common 
father  of  mankind,  communicating  wdth  the  nature,  the 
sin,  wdiich  Avas  not  merely  personal,  but  natural,  wuth  his 
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natural  posterity :  both  which  are  also  thek  own ;  as,  on 
the  contrar}^  the  second  Adam,  Christ,  and  his  righteous  • 
ness  are  so  communicated  with  the  members  of  his  body, 
as  every  faithful  person  may  truly  say,  that  both  he,  and 
it  are  his.  And,  hence,  was  it,  that  in  the  pimishment 
of  this  sin,  the  earth  was  cursed,  not  to  him  alone,  but  to 
his  ensuing  posterity  :  neither  was  Eve  alone  to  suffer  the 
sorrows  of  conception,  and  childbirth,  but  all  her  daugh- 
ters after  her  :  neither  were  the  cherubims  set  to  keep 
them  two  alone,  but  all  their  after  posterity  out  of  the 
garden  of  Eden :  and  so  is  it  for  death  itself,  and  all  the 
passages  which  lead  unto  it :  according  to  that  of  the 
apostle,  "  As  by  one  man  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and 
death  by  sin,  even  so  death  went  over  all  men,  in  whom 
all  have  sinned,"  Eom.  v.  1:2.  Yv^here  they  further  allege, 
*'that  because  God  created  the  soul,"  that  is,  doth  imme- 
diately create  the  soul  of  eyevj  particular  person,  Heb. 
xii.  9,  "  there  is  therefore  no  original  sin,"  they  take 
too  much  liberty,  both  for  the  exposition  of  the  scriptm-e, 
and  tlieir  inference  upon  it,  showing  no  reason  for  the 
one  or  other. 

First  then,  by  o-apKos,  flesh,  Heb.  xii.  9,  for  so  it  should 
be  turned,  and  not  bodies,  is  not  meant  the  bodies  of  men 
without  souls,  which  the  parents  do  not  correct,  that  is 
correct  with  instruction,  as  the  word  Trmdevras,  signifieth  : 
nor  by  spirits,  souls  without  bodies,  since  God  is  the 
father  of  the  bodies  of  men,  and  of  all  creatures,  Job 
xxxviii.  28  ;  Luke  iii.  38  .;  but,  as  by  flesh  is  oft,  in  the 
ScrijDtures,  meant  earthly  things,  for  which  our  natural 
parents  train  us  up,  and  correct  us,  and  as  God  is  our 
spiritual  master,  and  guide,  so  the  meaning  may  well  be, 
that  if,  for  the  conveniency  of  this  life,  we  submit  to  the 
chastisement  of  our  earthly  father,  much  more  ought  we 
to  humble  ourselves  to  the  discipline  of  our  heavenly 
Father,  for  spiritual  things.  Secondly,  Since  they,  gene- 
rally, who  think  tlie  soul  to  be  created  immediately,  and 
infused,  do  not  only  hold  original  sin,  but  also  show  how 
they  conceive  it  to  be  propagated,  it  is  but  presumption 
in  these  men,  without  answering  what  others  so  ordinaiy 
bring  to  the  contrary,  thus  to  conclude,  that,  because  the 
soul  is  thus  immediately  created,  therefore,  there   is  no 
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original  sin.  But  as  I  see  small  reason  to  persuade  me, 
th-at  the  dead  body,  before  the  soul  be  united  with  it,  can 
be  the  proper  subject  of  sin,  or  means  to  traduce  it,  or 
indeed  any  way  sinful,  more  than  after  it  be  separated 
from  the  soul :  and  less  reason,  that  the  same  body  can 
infect  the  soul,  being  of  spiritual  nature,  with  any  con- 
tagion of  sin,  though  it  might  hinder,  or  fail  it,  in  some 
outward  execution ;  so  seemeth  it  to  me  much  more 
agreeable  unto  truth,  that  the  "  blessing  of  God  to  in- 
crease, and  multiply,"  Gen.  i.  22,  28,  did  as  well  give 
virtue,  and  power  unto  mankind,  as  unto  other  kinds,  to 
beget,  and  generate  their  like  :  and  not  only  a  dead  car- 
case, and  lifeless  body,  inferior  to  the  issue  of  brute  beasts, 
which  do  procreate  their  kind,  both  body  and  soul,  or  life. 
Neither  see  I,  how  Adam  could  be  said  to  have  "begotten 
a  son  after  his  own  image,"  Gen.  v.  3,  opposed  to  God's 
image,  ver.  1,  that  is,  sinful,  and  corrupt,  if  he  only  had  be- 
gotten the  body,  and  not  the  soul  also  :  which  I  think  he 
did,  even  the  whole,  after  a  manner  convenient  to  either 
nature.  And  if  these  two  positions  cannot  stand  together, 
that  God  createth  the  soul  immediately  ;  and  that  there  is 
original  sin  :  where  these  men  conclude,  that  there  is 
therefore  no  original  sin,  I  conclude,  contrariwise,  that, 
therefore,  the  soul  is  not  immediately  created,  nor  the 
j)lace  in  the  Hebrews,  so  to  be  expounded ;  since  the 
proofs  for  original  sin  are  so  certain,  and  evident. 

And  that  it  is  no  idle  term,  as  is  imagined,  but  a  miser- 
able calamity,  possessing  all  the  posterity  of  Adam  by 
natural  generation,  and  ever  by  them  to  be  bewailed,  and 
purged  out,  I  hojoe  plainly  to  prove,  and  withal,  that  by 
reason  of  it,  they  are  naturally  unable  to  choose,  or  will 
anything  spiritually  good,  or  truly  pleasing  God. 

And  for  this,  remembering  what  I  have  formerly  noted 
from  Ptom.  v.  12,  about  all  men  s  sinning  in  tliat  one  and 
first  man,  observe  we,  that  these  men  confess  everywhere, 
and  truly,  that  a  man  must  be  regenerate,  or  "born 
anew,  before  he  can  enter  the  kingdom  of  God,"  John 
iii.  3,  5,  whereupon  it  followeth  necessarily,  that,  by  the 
first  birth,  and  generation,  all  men  are  excluded  from  the 
kingdom  of  God.  And  if,  by  the  lirst  birth,  men  be  not 
corrupt,  then  is  not  the  second  birth   simply  necessary  : 
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but  all  are,  rather,  to  endeavour  to  jDreserve  the  pm'ity  of 
the  former.  And  this  my  arguQient  is  further  confirmed, 
where  Christ  our  Lord  teacheth,  that  "  that  which  is  horn 
of  the  flesh,  is  flesh,"  tliat  is  sinful,  which  he  therefore 
opposeth  to  the  Spirit,  John  iii.  6  :  and  so  the  second,  or 
new  birth  by  the  Spirit,  required  for  that  entering  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  to  the  first,  or  old  birth,  by  which  all 
men  are  naturally  excluded.  And  the  same  it  is  which  we 
read,  John  i.  12,  13,  that  "  the  sons  of  God  are  born 
not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will 
of  man."  In  which  respect  also  Job  treating  of  "  man 
born  of  a  woman,"  saith,  that  no  man  "  can  bring  a  clean 
thing  out  of  filthiness,"  Job  xiv.  4.  Hence  also  was  it, 
that  David  bewailing  his  sins  of  adultery  and  murder,  in 
particular,  and  leading  both  himself  and  others  from  the 
stream,  to  the  fountain,  doth  confess  that  "  he  was  born 
in  iniquity,  and  conceived  in  sin,"  Psa.  li.  7.  Join,  with 
all  these,  that  which  the  apostle  testifieth  both  of  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  that  they  were  by  nature  chiklren  of  wrath, 
that  is  born  such,  as  the  word  nature  importeth,  Eph.  ii.  "2. 
Hence  is  it,  that  Jude  speaking  of  such  deceivers,  as  had 
crept  into  the  church,  and  taken  upon  them  the  profession 
of  Christ,  and  after  "  tmiied  that  grace  of  God  into  wan- 
tonness," calls  them  "  corrupt  and  rotten  trees,  and  twice 
dead,"  ver.  4, 12,  who  had  they  not  been  first  dead  in  Adam 
in  trespasses  and  sins,  Eph.  ii.  1,  how  could  they  have 
been  twice  dead  ?  Add  we  unto  these,  the  consideration 
of  the  circumcision  of  the  Lord  s  people  of  old,  livelily 
teaching,  that  nothing,  coming  of  mans  unclean  seed 
naturally,  could  be  clean,  as  Job  saith,  which  was  also 
further  declared  in  the  uncleanness,  and  so  in  the  purifi- 
cation of  every  woman  after  childbirth,  by  burnt- oflerings, 
and  sin- oflerings. 

Lastly,  Even  common  sense,  and  experience,  which 
teacheth  the  most  simple,  confirmeth  this  doctrine  of  origi- 
nal sin.  Who  seetli  not  in  children,  even  from  their  cradles, 
the  fruit  of  this  bitter  root?  crying  (as  Austin  confessetli 
of  himself)  to  be  avenged  of  their  nurses,  being  naturally 
prone  to  lying,  for  complaints,  or  excuses,  though  so 
brought-  up,  as  they  hear  no  lie  told:  also  priding  them- 
selves in  any  gay,  or  gorgeous  thing,  and  despising  others 
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which  want  the  like :  and  so  evident  is  this  to  sense,  and 
experience,  as  that  the  fire  is  warm,  and  a  stone  heavy. 

Now  the  same  scrij)tures,  which  prove  this  natm-al  and 
original  sin,  serve  also  to  disprove  all  original  and  natm^al 
freedom  of  will  or  other  power  to  any  good  thing  truly 
spiritual,  or  pleasing  God.  I  will  apply  some  of  the  fore- 
named  scriptures,  and  add  some  others  to  that  purpose. 

And  first,  since  all  must  be  regenerate,  or  begot,  and, 
born  anew,  before  they  can  enter,  or  see,  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  this  wholly  disarmeth  the  natural  man  of  all  power 
unto  spiritual  things,  without  a  supernatural  regeneration, 
or  new  birth  by  that  incorruptible  seed  of  the  Word  of 
God  and  Spirit  of  life :  which  must  also  be  of  the  whole, 
and  of  all  the  parts,  as  is  the  first  generation,  John  iii.  3,  5  ; 
1  Pet.  i.  23.  Agreeable  whereunto  is  thatEph.  ii.  1,  where 
all  are  said  to  be  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins.  These  men 
grant  it  of  Adam,  by  his  offence  :  and  that  scripture,  with 
others,  teach  the  same  of  all  men  by  nature,  and  through 
that  his  "  one  offence."  And  as  no  motion,  or  action  of 
natural  life,  can  possibly  be  made,  or  perfonned,  by  a  man 
naturally  dead ;  so  neither  any  spiritual  motion,  or  action, 
by  any  dead  spiritually,  till  God  breathe  into  him  anew  that 
his  quickening  Spirit,  the  Spirit  of  life.  And  as  of  things 
unknoAvn  there  is  no  desire,  or  will,  so  is  it  not  possible 
that  the  natural  or  animal  man  (for  that  title  is  given  him 
of  his  more  noble  part  the  soul)  which  knows  not,  nor  is 
capable  of  the  things  of  the  Spirit,  being  discerned  spirit- 
ually, should  will,  or  desire  them.  Eom.  viii.  10  ;  2  Cor. 
iii.  0.  Yea,  being  offered  by  the  preaching  of  the  gospel, 
they  are  foolishness  imto  him,  and  things  which  he  savoureth 
not :  the  very  wisdom,  or  minding  of  the  flesh  being  enmity 
against  God,  which  is  "not  subject  to  the  law  of  God,  nor 
indeed  can  be."  Eom.  viii.  5.  If  it  be  asked,  why  doth 
God  then  require  it  should  be,  or  punish  men  where  it  is 
not '?  it  is  easily  answered,  that  this  inability  cometh  by 
man's  o\\T2  default.  God  made  all  men,  in  Adam,  able  to 
keep  the  law  :  and  the  obedience  thereof  is  due  debt  unto 
God  :  now  the  inability  of  the  debtor,  and  his  heirs,  espe- 
cially by  their  own  defkult,  is  no  sufficient  discharge  of  the 
debt  unto  the  creditor  who  lent  it :  so  neither  doth  man's 
inability  prejudice  the  Lord's  right,  but  that  he  may  in  the 
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course  of  justice,  require  that  obedience  to  his  holy  Ieav, 
unto  which  by  creation  he  enabled  mankind.  And  for  faith 
in  Christ,  and  repentance,  which  are  the  sum  of  the  gospel, 
God  doth  not  require  them,  as  due  from  the  creatm-e,  to  a 
Creator,  by  order  of  justice,  but  as  conditions  convenient 
unto  man,  dead  in  sin  and  miseiy,  if  he  will  be  made  par- 
takers of  that  life  and  light  to  come  into  the  world ;  and 
offered  by*Christ :  which  wdiilst  men  despise,  loving  dark- 
ness more  than  light  because  their  works  are  evil :  their 
condemnation  followeth  upon  their  impenitency,  and  un- 
belief, as  doth  the  death  of  a  wounded  man  upon  his  "svilful 
contempt  of  the  sovereign  salve  offered  for  his  healing. 
John  iii.  19. 

To  conclude,  then,  they  of  whom  God  requires  this  faith, 
repentance  and  obedience,  either  yield  it  him  answ^erably, 
or  not  ?  If  not ;  as  they  cannot,  so  their  own  hearts  and 
consciences  will  witness  against  them,  that  they  will  not ; 
but  do,  on  the  contrar}%  willingly  mthstand,  and  withdraw 
from  the  Lord's  commandments  :  who  are,  therefore,  inex- 
cusable, and  have  no  cause  to  complain,  save  upon  them- 
selves. And  for  them  who  yield  submission  by  the  effectual 
work  of  God's  Spirit  writing  faith  and  the  law  in  their 
hearts,  much  less  have  they  cause  of  complaining  against 
God,  but  only  of  thanksgiving  for  the  grace  received,  by 
which  he  hath  even  created  them  anew  as  his  workmanshij) : 
not  being  fit  of  themselves,  as  of  themselves,  so  much  as 
to  think  a  good  thought,  but  having  God  working  in  them 
both  the  will,  and  deed,  according  to  his  good  pleasure. 
Eph.  ii.  10;  1  Cor.  iii.  1. 

It  is  added,  that/'  If  original  sin  might  have  passed  from 
Adam  to  his  posterit}^  yet  is  the  issue  thereof  stayed  by 
Christ's  death,  which  was  effectual,  and  he,  the  Lamb  of 
God,  slain  from  the  beginning  of  the  world."     Eev.  xiii.  8. 

I  answer,  that  he  w^as  indeed  from  eternity  that  Lamb 
of  God,  in  time  to  be  slain  :  but  to  take  away  the  sins  of 
the  world,  as  John  witnessed  of  him  :  and  so  his  death  was 
effectual.  John  i.  29.  It  is  confessed,  and  truly,  Conclu- 
sion 30,  "  That  Christ  is  become  the  Mediator  of  the 
new  testament,  and  Piiest  of  the  Church."  This  new^ 
testament,  is  established  in  his  blood  :  and  he,  a  Priest 
for  us,  as  he  offered,  and  gave  himself  a  sacrifice,  and  ran- 


Hosted  by  Google 


252  OF  EKLIGIOUS  COMMUNION. 

som  for  us  :^  and  his  bloodshed  was  for  the  washing  away 
of  sins  :  this  sacrifice  for  procuring  pardon  :  and  this  ran- 
som for  the  freeing  of  them,  that  are  taken  captive  by  sin, 
and  Satan.  This  stopping  then  of  the  issue  of  sin,  as  it  is 
intended,  is  but  a  fiction. 

"  That  infants  are,"  as  is  further  affirmed,  "  conceived, 
and  bom  in  innocency  without  sin"  is  contrary  to  the  Scrip- 
tures, 20th  Conclusion :  as,  that  "  they  are  all  undoubtedly 
saved,  "  is  a  peremptory  affirmation,  but  without  ground. 
Unto  the  scriptures  brought  to  prove  it,  which  are  Gen.  v. 
2,  and  i.  27,  compared  with  L  Cor.  xv.  49,  I  answer,  that 
by  the  image  of  the  earthly  Adam,  in  the  last  scripture,  is 
not  meant  the  image  of  God,  "  in  wisdom,  righteousness, 
and  holiness,"  according  to  which  Adam  was  said  to  be 
created  in  the  former  places.  Col.  iii.  10;  Eph.  iv.  24:  but 
that  corruptible  and  ignoble  state  of  the  body  in  death,  from 
which  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just  it  shall  be  freed :  which 
therefore,  verse  50,  is  called  flesh  and  blood,  which  cannot 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  heaven  :  and  corruption,  which 
cannot  inherit  incorruption.  It  should  rather  be  minded, 
that  Moses  speaking  of  Adam's  estate  in  innocency,  saith  he 
was  created  after  God's  image  and  likeness.  Gen.  i.  20,  27 : 
but  speaking  of  him  after  his  fall,  and  of  his  estate  then, 
saith  that  "  he  begat  a  son  in  and  after  his  own  likeness  and 
image,"  that  is,  sinful  and  miserable.  Gen,  v.  1.  It  is  further 
objected,  from  Eom.  iv.  15,  that  "Where  there  is  no  law 
there  is  no  transgression,  or  sin,"  and  again  from  Rom.  v. 
13  ;  Matt.  xiii.  9  ;  Neh.  viii.  3,  that  "  the  law  was  not  given 
to  infants,  but  to  them  that  could  understand,"  I  answ^er, 
that  the  law  is  either  given  vocally,  and  in  the  letter,  spoken 
and  written,  and  so  it  is  not  given  to  infants,  no,  nor  to 
thousands  of  men  and  Avomen  in  their  persons  :  or  Avritten 
in  the  heart  by  creation  with  the  finger  of  God  :  and  so 
all  infants  have  it  given,  as  both  experience,  and  also  the 
Scrij)tures  testify,  where  they  teach  that  the  very  Gentiles, 
to  whom  it  was  never  vocally  preached,  show^  the  effects  of 
it  written  in  their  hearts,  Eom.  ii.  15  :  unto  the  fulfilling 
of  which  law,  all  infants  by  nature  corrupted  are  averse, 
and  disposed  to  all  disobedience,  even  as  the  whelps,  and 
cubs  of  foxes,  and  wolves,  are  disposed  to  prey,  and  raven 
from  the  first,   though  they  cannot  actually  so  practise. 
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Besides,  in  Adam  the  common  father  of  mankind,  all  his 
posterity  being  in  his  loins  received,  as  the  image  of  God, 
and  lordship  over  the  creatm^es,  so  the  law  of  God;  as 
"  Levi,"  long  before  he  was  born,  did  in  Abraham  his  father, 
"  in  whose  loins  he  was,  pay  tithes  to  Melchisedec."  Heb. 
vii.  9. 

"  That  all  actual  sinners  bear  the  image  of  the  first  Adam 
in  his  innocency,  fall  and  restitution  in  the  offer  of  grace. 
1  Cor.  XV,  49,  and  so  pass  under  this  threefold  estate,"  is 
imsound  sundry  ways. — 21st  Conclusion.  The  great  mis- 
interpreting the  Scrij^ture,  I  have  showed  in  the  last  Con- 
clusion :  as  also  Conclusion  18,  that  neither  all,  nor  any  of 
his  naturally  conceived  posterity  bear  the  image  of  his 
innocency :  neither,  yet  all  of  them  in  the  offer  of  grace ; 
though  the  offer  of  grace  not  received,  is  a  very  naked 
image  of  restitution.  How  many  thousands  never  had  the 
gospel,  the  only  means  of  their  restitution,  offered  them? 
but  sinning  against  the  law  of  nature  written  in  their  hearts, 
and  in  the  creatures,  and  "holding  that  truth  of  God  in 
unrightousness,"  have  been  given  over  of  God  to  reprobate 
minds,  and  so  perished  in  their  sins,  as  the  apostle  teacheth, 
Eom.  i.  and  ii. 

SECTION  V. ox  god's  LOVE  AND  MANS  EECOVERY. 

Conclusions  22 — 25. — "  That  Adam  being  fallen,  God 
did  not  hate  him,  but  loved  him  still,  and  sought  his  good, 
Gen.  iii.  8,  15.  Neither  doth  he  hate  any  man,  that  falleth 
with  Adam,  l)ut  that  he  loveth  mankind,  and  from  his  love 
sent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  to  save  that 
which  was  lost.  John  iii.  16.  And  that  God  never  forsaketh 
the  creature  till  there  be  no  remedy,  neither  doth  cast  away 
his  innocent  creature  from  all  eternity  but  casteth  away 
men  irrecoverable  in  sin.  Isa.  v.  4;  Ezecb.  xviii.  23,  32, 
and  xxxiii.  11  ;  Luke  xiii.  6,  9.  And  that  as  there  is  in  all 
creatures  an  inclination  to  their  young  to  do  them  good,  so 
in  the  Lord  towards  man  infinitely :  who  therefore  doth 
not  create,  or  predestinate  any  to  destruction,  no  more 
than  a  father  begets  liis  child  to  the  gallows.  Ezek. 
xxxiii.  11 ;  Gen.  i.  21,  15,  49;  Gen.  v.  3,"  must  be  received 
with  sundry  limitations. 

For  first,  it  is  true,  that  God  hateth  nothing  that  he  hath 
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made,  so  far  as  it  is  his  work  :  but  as  sin,  coming  in,  hath 
destroyed  the  work  of  God,  though  not  in  respect  of  the 
nature,  or  being,  yet  of  the  integrity,  and  holy  being  of  the 
creature ;  so  God,  through  his  unchangeable  holiness, 
hating  sin,  doth,  also,  most  fervently  hate  and  abhor  from 
the  sinful  creature,  in  whom  it  reigneth,  in  respect  of  it,  as 
the  Scriptures  do  expressly  and  plentifully  teach,  Mai.  ii. 
3  ;  Psa.  V.  5,  6  ;  Prov.  xvi.  5  ;  Tit.  i.  16.  And  God  loving 
himself  and  his  own  holiness  in  the  first  place  and  most, 
and  the  creature  and  his  good,  but  in  the  second  place,  the 
love  of  the  creature  must  give  way  to  the  love  of  himself, 
and  so  he,  necessarily,  hate  the  obstinate  sinner.  And  this 
it  is  most  needful  for  all  men  firmly  to  believe,  and  con- 
tinually to  bear  in  mind,  that  they  may  always  bewail 
their  sins,  and  nourish  in  themselves  the  hatred  of  that 
which  God  so  hateth,  and  for  it,  the  creature;  and  for 
which  he  punisheth  it  with  most  horrible  curses,  and 
punishments  for  ever. 

And  yet,  even  in  the  veiy  execution  of  his  most  fearful 
vengeance  upon  the  reprobate,  men  and  angels,  he  retameth 
the  general  love  of  a  Creator  ;  and  out  of  it,  presei^^^-th  the 
being  of  the  creature,  which  in  itself,  and  in  respect  of  the 
universal  is  better  than  not  to  be,  though  not  so  in  the  sense 
of  the  person  :  and  also  moderateth  the  extremity  of  that 
torment,  which  he  both  could,  and  might  in  justice,  inflict. 

Secondly,  Though  God  do  love  all  men,  even  sinning,  as 
he  did  Adam  sinning,  yet  not  with  the  same  degree  of  love 
wherewith  he  loved  him  :  neither  doth  he  seek  their  good, 
as  he  did  his.  When  he  had  sinned,  and  so  fled  from  God, 
as  his  enemy,  he,  notwithstanding,  followed  after  him,  and 
for  his  recovery,  preached  unto  him  the  gospel  of  salvation 
in  the  seed  of  the  woman,  Gen.  iii.  15  :  and  not  only  so, 
but  gave  him  also  an  heart  to  believe  his  promise  ;  and 
repentance,  to  turn  unto  him  :  whereas  many  thousands  in 
the  world  (even  the  body  of  the  Gentiles  to  speak  of,  before 
Christ,  and  how  many  now  ?)  never  had  the  gospel  so  much 
as  once  published  unto  them,  nor  Christ  named  amongst 
them:  Psa.  cxlvii.  19,  20;  Isa.  Iii.  15;  Eom.  xv.  20,  21 ; 
but  had  and  have  only  the  sound  and  preaching  of  the 
creatures,  and  of  their  natural  consciences,  too  much  cor- 
rupt, by  which  they  were  and  are  taught,  that  there  is  a 
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God,  and  he  the  Maker  and  Governor  of  the  world,  and 
Judge  of  all  persons  and  things ;  and  to  be  honoured  and 
inquired  after,  that  his  will  being  known,  he  might  be 
worshipped  accordingly,  Acts  xiv.  16;  Psa.  xix.  1,5;  Eom.x. 
10  :  for  the  neglect  whereof,  and  the  "  witliholding"  >:-'  of  that 
truth  offered,  in  unrighteousness,  they  w^ere  and  are  given 
over  of  God  to  reprobate  minds,  and  to  all  vile  affections,  and 
filthy  lusts  of  their  own  heai^ts,  that  so  sinning  without  the 
law  (to  wit  which  the  Jews  had,  much  more  without  that 
clearer  revelation  of  Christ  vouchsafed  to  many  others)  they 
might  perish  by  God's  judgment,  Eom.  i.  18 — 20.  Much 
less  doth  God  seek  after  all,  for  theh  recoveiy,  as  he  did 
after  Adam,  by  gi^nmg  them  his  Sj^irit  in  their  heaits,  and 
by  it  faith  and  repentance,  to  believe  and  to  be  saved, 
as  he  did  him.  Matt.  xi.  25;  xiii.  11;  John  iii.  8; 
1  Cor.  ii.  10,  11,  &c.  ;  Phil.  i.  29  ;  2  Tim.  ii.  25.  And  for 
the  love  of  God  in  sending  his  Son  into  the  world  to  save 
that  which  was  lost,  John  iii.  16,  it  is  determined  in  the 
same  place,  to  those  that  believe  on  him.  But  for  those  that 
believe  not,  but  continue  in  unbelief,  God  did  not  love 
them  mito  salvation,  so  as  to  give  his  Son,  effectually,  to 
redeem  them  from  their  sins,  of  which  more  hereafter. 

Secondly,  It  is  also  true  that  "  God  doth  not  cast  away 
his  innocent  creature,  nor  hath  created  or  predestinated 
any  man  to  destruction,"  to  wit,  either  remaining  as  he 
created  him,  or  because  he  would  destroy  him:  and  this, 
some  of  the  scriptures,  Conclusion  25,  do  prove,  the  rest 
being  impertinent :  but  that  God  hath  from  eternity  de- 
creed the  condemnation  of  some  for  sin,  fore-purposed  by 
him  to  be  suffered,  and  so  foreseen  to  be  wi'ought  b}^  man, 
is  evident,  both  by  the  Word  of  God,  as  Jude  testilieth  of 
certain  wicked  men  that  they  were  ordained  of  old  to  con- 
demnation :  and  God  is  said  to  have  hated  Esau,  before 
he  was  born :  that  is,  to  have  purposed  the  hatred  of  him 
for  his  sin,  foreseen,  and  fore-purposed  to  be  suffered  :  and 
also  by  the  work  of  God,  in  that  he  doth,  in  time,  cast 
away  and  condemn  impenitent  sinners:  for  all  God's 
works   are  known  unto    him  from   the  beginnmg  of  the 

*  Tlie  earlier  versions  generally  employ  ''Arithholding,''  instead 
of  theinodeni  term  '*lioklmg,"  aiid  in  the  sense  of  detauiiiig  or 
hindering. 
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world :  and  God's  very  doing  a  thing,  in  time,  is  an  un- 
answerable proof  that  he  j)urposed  the  same  thing,  before 
time  and  from  eternity.  Jude  3,  4  ;  Mai.  i.  3  ;  Rom.  ix. 
11,  13;   Acts  xiii.  18. 

And,  for  God's  forsaking,  or  leaving  a  man  unto  him- 
self, as  he  usually  doth  it,  for  a  punishment  of  former 
sins,  so  did  he  thus  leave  Adam  without  any  such  respect. 
He  could,  if  he  would,  either  have  kept  him  from  being 
tempted,  or  have  delivered  him  out  of  his  temptation,  by 
his  almighty  power,  and  grace,  and  the  irresistible  efficacy 
of  his  Spirit :  but  God,  for  the  trial  of  the  will  of  man,  and 
to  manifest  how  weak  the  most  excellent  creatures  are, 
not  depending  wholly  upon  the  Creator,  and  not  seeking 
their  good  and  happiness,  by  cleaving  unto  him,  the  chief 
and  unchangeable  good :  as  also,  to  make  way  to  the  fur- 
ther declaration  of  his  mercy  and  justice,  did  suspend, 
and  withhold  from  Adam  in  his  temptation,  that  efficacy 
of  grace,  by  which  he  could,  if  he  would,  have  established 
him  irresistibly  unto  perseverance. 

So  also,  could  God  by  his  all-sufficient  power,  if  such  his 
good  will  were,  recover  thousands,  that  perish  in  and  by 
their  sins :  otherwise  he  were  not  almighty,  nor  that  true, 
which  is  said  of  him  in  the  psalm,  "He  doth  whatsoever 
pleaseth  him,"  Psa.  cxv.  3,  Besides,  it  should  else  follow, 
that  sin  and  Satan  were  stronger  than  he  :  and  which  he 
could  not  possibly  defeat  and  withstand :  which  is  as 
impossible,  as  that  God  should  not  be  God.  He  is  able 
by  his  almighty  power,  if  such  his  good  pleasure  be,  to 
raise,  of  the  very  stones,  children  unto  Abraham,  Luke  iii. 
8  :  and  by  taking  away  the  stony  heart,  to  give  an  heart  of 
flesh,  tender  and  sensible,  and  to  write  in  it  his  will  and 
law.    Ezek.  xi.  19. 

And  what  the  Lord's  power  is,  in  remedying,  and  re- 
covering of  most  desperate  sinners,  may  be  seen  in  some 
particulars.  In  the  recovery  of  Manasseh,  an  horrible  and 
apostate  idolater,  a  vile  sorcerer  and  wizard,  and  most 
cruel  murderer,  "filling  the  streets  with  innocent  blood," 
2  Kings  xxi.  1,  2,  16;  2  Chron.  xxxiii.  12,  13:  of  Mary 
Magdalen  possessed  with  seven  devils,  Luke  viii.  2  :  and 
of  Saul,  a  persecutor,  blasphemer,  and  oppressor,  and 
that  when  the   fire  of  most  violent  persecution   burned 
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hottest  in  his  breast:  causing  him  to  breathe  out  of  his 
mouth  threatenings  and  slaughter,  as  smoke,  Acts  ix.  1  ; 
1  Tim.  i.  13.  And  since  all  men  are,  by  nature,  children 
of  wrath  and  dead  in  sins,  Eph.  ii.  2,  so  that  they  who 
are  the  Lord's,  have  new  life  put  into  them,  yea,  are  bom, 
yea,  which  is  more,  created  anew,  it  showeth,  that  the 
whole  being  and  life  of  the  spiritual  man,  ^dth  aU  the 
motions  and  inclinations  thereof,  are  of  God's  special  and 
supernatural  gi^ace;  as  also  that  though  men  in  them- 
selves be  utterly  remediless,  and  irrecoverable,  yet  are 
they  by  God's  grace,  and  power  recoverable,  if  such  his 
good  will  be. 

The  scriptures,  Isa.  v.  4 ;  Ezek.  xviii.  23,  33 ;  Luke 
xiii.  6,  9,  speak  of  the  Lord's  dealing  wdth  his  chm-ch  in 
the  outward  ministry  of  the  Word,  and  other  common 
motives  to  repentance :  as  is  also  fui*ther  manifest,  Matt, 
xxi.  33,  34,  &c.,  and  so  are  neither  to  be  understood  (as 
here  they  are)  of  the  Lord's  dealing  ^vith  aU  men,  nor  at 
all  of  the  uttermost  efficacy  of  his  Spirit,  when  he  pleaseth 
to  work  by  it,  w^hat  he  can  for  the  recovery  of  sinners. 

Lastly,  Touching  the  similitude  brought  from  a  natural 
father,  I  must  use  two  limitations :  the  former  that  a 
natural  father  would  not  suffer  his  son  to  come  to  the 
gallow^s,  or  desert  thereof,  if  he  could  possibly  in  his  ut- 
most powder  hinder  it:  he  would  rather  wish  not  to  beget 
him  at  all,  or  that  he  might  never  be  born  :  but  so  is  it 
not  with  God,  who  both  willingly  produceth,  and  pre- 
serveth  the  creature,  whom  he  pm'poseth  to  destroy  for 
sin,  which  he  foreseeth  the  creature  will  work,  and  suffer- 
eth  him  to  fall  into,  though  he  could,  would  he  use  the 
utmost  of  his  power,  hinder  both  the  sin,  and  punish- 
ment. And  secondly,  the  hanging  of  the  child  is  no  way 
to  the  honour  of  his  natural  father,  but  to  his  grief,  and 
shame  every  way :  but,  on  the  contrar}^  the  destruction  of 
the  wicked  for  their  sins,  is  to  the  great  gloiy  of  the 
justice  of  the  Creator,  which  than  it  should  not  be  magni- 
iied,  better  all  men  and  angels  perish. 

Touching  the  26th  Conclusion,  God  hath  not  only  de- 
termined before  the  world,  that  the  way  of  salvation  shall 
be  by  Christ :  and  foreseen  who  would  follow  it,  (as  they 
teach)  but  hath  also  determined,  in  particidar,  whom  he 
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would  effectually  call  to  the  participation  of  that  grace : 
which  heing  his  own  work,  in  time,  he  hath  therefore  pur- 
posed, before  time.  It  is  he  that  revealeth  this  way  unto 
man  from  heaven  :  which  flesh  and  blood  cannot  do  :  who 
also  must  draw  them  who  come  unto  it.  Matt.  xi.  25  ; 
Eph.  i.  5,  7,  9,  11;  Rom.  ix.  11,  15.  And  this  he  doth 
first  by  sending  his  gospel  of  salvation  to  such,  as  are  hi& 
(in  his  decree),  Acts  xiii.  47,  48;  xviii.  9,  10,  then  by  open- 
ing the  heart,  as  of  Lydia,  to  listen  unto  it.  Acts  xvi.  4, 
and  so  working  in  their  hearts  by  his  Spirit  to  believe  and 
obey  it,  he  perfecteth  their  happiness  in  glory.  Eom.  viii. 
30,  31.  So  that,  God  foreseeth  that  such  and  such  will 
believe,  and  choose  the  way  of  life,  because  he  fore-pur- 
poseth  to  give  them  this  grace,  knowledge,  will,  and  power 
to  believe,  and  to  choose  the  good  way  :  and  all  this  of  his 
good  and  gracious  pleasure  towards  them,  on  whom  he 
will  show  mercy.  And  this,  the  places  brought  by  those 
men,  Eph.  i.  4,  5  ;  2  Tim.  i.  9,  do  most  directly  prove :  so 
also  doth,  Jude  4,  expressly  teach,  not  that  God  foresaw 
who  would  follow  the  way  of  infidelity  and  impenitence, 
for  which  they  allege  it :  but  whom  God  hath  fore-ordained 
to  condemnation  for  their  wickedness.  The  Scri])tures, 
then,  do,  nowhere,  prove  any  such  idle  foresight  in  God,  as 
is  imagined  by  these  men,  and  others :  as  if  God  were  in 
truth,  but  a  prognosticator  and  reader  of  men's  destinies : 
who  could  only  foretell  what  should  be  done  by,  and  be- 
come of  these  and  these  men. 

SECTION  VI. ON  UNIVERSAL  REDEMPTION. 

Touching  the  27th  Conclusion:  That  "as  God  created  all 
men  according  to  his  image,  so  hath  he  redeemed  all 
that  fall  by  actual  sin,  to  the  same  end :  and  that  God  in 
his  redemption  hath  not  swerved  from  his  mercy,  which 
he  manifested  in  his  creation:"  and  that  part  of  Con- 
clusion 28th,  where  it  is  said,  "  that  God  in  his  love  to  his 
enemies  gave  Christ  to  die,  and  so  bought  them  that  deny 
him;"  sundiy  things  are  to  be  obseiwed. 

And  first,  that  God  did  not  manifest  any  mercy  but 
only  goodness,  in  the  creation :  for  mercy  presupposeth 
misery  in  him  towards  whom  it  is  shown.  Secondly,  it 
is  no  swerving  at  all  of  God's  goodness,  if  he  extend  not 


Hosted  by  Google 


ON  UNIVERSAL  EEDEMPTION.  259 

the  grace  of  redemption  to  as  many  as  he  did  the  grace  of 
creation :  for  then  Chi'ist  should  have  redeemed  the 
angels,  who  were  partakers  of  a  gi^eater  grace  of  creation, 
which  he  in  no  sort  did.  And  if  God  did  in  justice  pass 
by  the  angels  that  sinned,  Heb.  ii.  16:  might  he  not  in 
the  same  justice  have  passed  by  men  also?  And  if  he 
might  in  justice  have  passed  by  all,  (where  he  could  not, 
in  justice,  nor  possibly,  create  one  man  unjust,  as  no  man 
will  deny  but  our  redemption  by  Christ  was  a  work  of 
God's  mercy  and  not  of  his  justice)  is  it  injustice  in  him 
to  ])aLSS  by  some,  who  also  on  their  part  take  pleasure  in 
unrighteousness,  and  so  continue  in  their  estate  of  im- 
penitence, and  unbelief,  lo^dng  darkness  more  than  light, 
because  their  works  are  evil  ? 

Of  the  scriptures  brought :  first,  that  of  John  i.  3,  shows 
that  by  Christ,  to  wit,  as  God,  all  things  were  made  or 
created,  which  is  nothing  to  the  present  matter.  And 
where,  ver.  16,  he  saith,  of  his  fulness  we  all  have  received, 
and  grace  for  grace,  he  speaks  not  of  all  men,  but  only  of 
all  those,  who  receive  Christ,  and  beheve  in  his  name,  as 
ver.  12,  and  are  born  of  God,  ver.  13.  So  2  Cor.  v.  19,  by 
the  world  which  God  reconciled  to  himself  in  Christ,  are 
not  meant  all  that  actually  sin,  but  such  as  by  the  word 
of  reconciliation  preached  unto  them,  and  believed  by 
them,  have  their  sins  forgiven  them. 

By  all  men,  1  Tim.  ii.  6,  is  meant  all  sorts  of  men,  as 
well  kings  and  magistrates,  whom,  because  they  Avere  for 
the  present,  persecutors  of  the  saints,  it  seems  some 
thought  they  were  not  to  pray  for,  as  for  others.  Yer.  1, 
he  exhorts  to  pray  for  all  men :  and  ver.  2,  he  shows  his 
meaning  to  be  for  all  sorts,  as  kings,  and  them  in  author- 
ity under  them,  whom,  ver.  4,  he  saith  God  would  have 
saved  as  well  as  others  :  as  for  whom  Christ  died,  and  so 
redeemed  them,  as  well  as  others.  Of  Ezek.  xxxiii.  I  have 
spoken  formerly,  as  also  of  John  iii.  16. 

By  the  enemies  spoken  of,  Eom.  v.  10,  are  meant  only 
such,  as  are,  in  time,  actually  reconciled  to  God,  and 
saved  :  as  appears  plainly,  if  the  place  be  well  considered  ; 
whom  God  is  said  to  love,  and  that  not  with  the  common 
love  of  a  Creator  towards  the  creature,  but  mtli  the  love 
of  a  Redeemer,  in  respect  of  his  decree  of  love,  and  not  of 
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the  actual  application  of  it,  as  he  is  said  to  have  loved 
Jacob,  and  hated  Esau,  before  they  were  bom.  Actually 
he  did  not  hate,  or  love  the  one,  or  other,  neither  doth  or 
can  God  love  actually  wicked  men  so  remaining,  Psa.  v. 
5,  6.  Lastly,  Christ  is  said,  2  Pet.  ii.  1,  to  have  bought 
those  deceivers,  in  respect  of  the  former  profession  of 
holiness  which  they  made ;  by  which  in  the  judgment  of 
charity,  they  were  so  esteemed :  as  appears  evidently  in 
Jude,  who  speaking  of  the  same  persons  saith,  ver.  3,  they 
were  ''ungodly  men  crept"  into  the  church. 

Now  for  Christ's  redemption,  it  must  be  kno^vn,  that 
the  word  XvTpaxrLs,  redemption,  used  in  the  Scriptures,  is 
borrowed  from  the  custom  of  freeing  prisoners,  taken  in 
war,  from  death,  or  bondage,  by  paying  a  just  price,  or 
ransom  for  them.  And  so  to  affirm  that  "  Christ  hath 
redeemed  all  that  fall  by  actual  sin,"  is  to  affirm,  that  he 
hath  paid  a  price  to  the  justice  of  God,  for  all  such,  and 
freed  them  from  the  guilt  and  bondage  of  sin  and  Satan ; 
and  so,  consequently,  that  all  who  have  sinned,  actually, 
have  faith,  and  repentance  :  without  which  they  cannot 
have  forgiveness  of  sins,  nor  freedom  from  the  bondage, 
and  guilt  thereof  It  is  confessed,  and  truly,  Conclusion 
35,  that  the  efficacy  of  Christ's  death  is  only  derived  to 
them  which  mortify  their  sins,  &c.,  and,  therein,  directly 
granted  that  Christ's  death  is  not  effectual  for  all  men  ; 
and  that  it  is  in  itself  sufficient  for  all,  being  the  death  of 
him  that  was  God,  Acts  xx.  28,  we  acknowledge,  as  also 
that  no  particular  person,  not  having  sinned  against  the 
Holy  Ghost,  can  be  excluded  either  by  himself,  or  us, 
from  the  number  of  them,  for  whom  Christ  died.  John  iii. 
36;  Acts  X.  43;  2  Cor.  iii.  17.  It  were  against  faith,  to 
pray  that  God  would  save  all  the  men,  that  are,  and  shall 
be  in  the  world  to  the  end  thereof:  but  love  teacheth  me 
to  pray  for  any  person  particularly,  upon  occasion. 

Now,  for  that  these  men  allege,  Eom.  v.  to  prove  that 
*'  Christ  redeemed  all  who  sin  actually :"  and  Mr.  Helwisse 
and  others  much  insist  upon  the  same  place,  to  prove  that 
he  redeemed  all,  who  sin  in  Adam  :  and  so  would  have  a 
free-will  though  not  by  nature,  which  they  dislike,  but  by 
grace  given  to  all :  as  if  Turks,  and  Pagans,  and  all  the 
wicked  world  were  in  Christ,  and  so  free  from  condemna- 
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tion,  Eom.  viii.  1,  and  they  who  had  crucified  the  flesh 
and  the  hists  thereof,  Gal.  iv.  24,  which  they  must  he, 
before  they  can  be  partakers  of  the  grace  of  God  through 
Christ,  or  of  any  tree- will  through  him.  John  xv.  5.  I 
will  plainly,  and  briefly  prove,  the  Lord  assisting  me,  that 
the  apostle  intends  neither  the  one,  nor  the  other,  but  the 
contrary. 

The  apostle's  meaning  there  is  to  show  the  privileges  of 
the  faithful :  that,  notwithstanding  all  their  afflictions, 
"they  have  ]Deace  with  God:"  "access  unto  his  gi'ace 
and  hope  of  glory,"  having  by  faith  assurance  of  "  the 
love  of  God  shed  into  their  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost." 
This  love  of  God  he  confirmeth  unto  them,  by  the  work 
of  their  redemption  :  and  proveth  that  since  out  of  the 
love  of  God,  "  Christ  died  for  them  when  they  were  sin- 
ners, and  justified  them  by  his  blood,  much  more  should 
they  be  saved  from  wrath  through  him  ;"  and  that  if  "  when 
they  were  enemies,  they  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the 
death  of  his  Son,  much  more  being  reconciled  they  should 
be  saved  by  his  life:"  and  again,  "that  they  who  had 
received  that  abundance  of  grace,  and  gift  of  righteous- 
ness, should  reign  in  life  by  Jesus  Christ:"  and  in  the 
last  place,  that  "  that  grace  should  reign  through  right- 
eousness unto  eternal  life  by  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 
Eom.  V.  2,  3,  8 — 1(J,  IT.  Which  grace  he  also  amplifieth, 
and  confirmeth  by  comparing  Christ  as  the  second  Adam, 
with  the  first  Adam  ;  teaching  that  both  the  one,  and  the 
other  did,  and  do  propagate  to  all  theirs,  what  theirs  was  : 
the  first  Adam,  sin  and  death  to  all  commg  of  him 
naturally  :  the  second  Adam,  Christ,  righteousness  and 
eternal  life  to  all  that  are  in  him  spiritually,  and  for  whom 
he  died.  The  meaning  then  of  the  apostle  seems  unto 
me  plainly  to  be  this:  that,  for  whomsoever  Christ  did 
indeed  and  eflectually  die,  they  should  certainly  be  saved ; 
and  that,  whomsoever  God  did  reconcile  by  his  death,  he 
will  much  more  save  by  his  life,  notmthstanding  their 
afflictions  and  all  other  the  enemies  of  their  salvation  : 
and  so  to  be  the  same  in  effect  with  that  which  the  same 
apostle  hath,  Rom.  viii.  28,  that  "  All  things  shall  work 
together  for  the  best  unto  them  that  love  God  even  unto 
them  who  are  called  of  purpose:"  and  that  "  those  who 
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are  predestinate  are  also  called,  and  justified,  and  glori- 
fied ;"  and  verses  32,  39,  that  to  them,  "  for  whom  God 
hath  not  spared  to  give  his  Son,  he  will  give  all  things 
with  him  :"  and  so  victory  over  sin,  and  Satan,  and  their 
own  flesh,  with  all  temptations,  so  as  "  nothing  shall  sepa- 
rate them  from  the  love  of  God." 

SECTION  VII. ON  APOSTACY  FROM  GRACE. 

From  Kom.  v.  then,  may  be  more  truly,  and  I  am  per- 
suaded undeniably,  concluded,  these  two  things.  1.  That 
Christ  did  not  effectually  die  for,  or  reconcile,  by  his 
death,  all  men  in  particular  :  for  then  all  should  be  saved 
by  his  life  :  and  2ndly,  That  whomsoever  he  so  died  for, 
and  effectually  reconciled,  they  shall  be  kept  by  the  power 
of  God,  and  of  his  grace,  unto  eternal  life  :  yea  "  He  that 
believeth  in  the  Son,"  saith  John  the  Baptist,  "hath 
eternal  life,"  John  iii.  30  :  and  drinking  once  of  the  water 
which  Christ  giveth,  "he  shall  never  thirst  again,  but  it 
shall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water,  springing  up  to  eternal 
life,"  John  iv.  14.  A  w^ell-spring,  we  knows  is  never  wholly 
dry,  though  a  ditch  be  :  as  it  is  also  one  thing  to  drink  of 
this  \vater  of  life  :  and  another  thing  only  to  taste  of  it : 
w4iich  they  that  do,  may  fall  away,  as  never  having  had 
their  thirst  indeed  quenched  in  them,  nor  having  drunk  in 
the  rain  of  grace,  as  ver.  7  ;  lieb.  vi.  4 — 0.  And  it  is 
well  to  be  observed  by  us,  how  carefully  the  Holy  Ghost, 
in  this,  and  in  other  places,  preventetli  both  the  offence 
at,  and  error  about  men's  falling  away  from  their  holy 
profession. 

We  read  of  some,  in  the  parable  of  the  sower,  who  receive 
the  seed  of  the  Word  with  joy,  and  in  whom  it  hath  also 
got  some  kind  of  grow^th,  and  yet  they  come  to  nothing  : 
but  we  find  in  the  same  place,  that  tlie  soul  of  those  men's 
hearts,  was  never  indeed  good  ;  but  at  the  best,  as  stony 
and  thorny  ground :  but  the  seed  sown  in  the  good 
ground  indeed,  decays  not,  but  grows  up,  and  is  fruitful  to 
the  harvest.  Matt.  xiii.  5,  7,  20,  23. 

So  Paul,  2  Tim.  ii.  18—20,  showeth  that  some  there 
are,  who  have  their  faith  destroyed  by  heresies,  and  evil 
lies  :  but  he  gives  us  to  understand  in  the  same  place, 
that  these  men  were  never  indeed  under  the  seal  of  God's 
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election,  nor  known  of  him,  nor  vessels  of  honour,  of 
silver,  and  of  gold. 

The  apostle  Peter,  2  Epis.  ii.  1,  21,  22,  likewise  speaketh 
of  some,  who  denied  the  Lord  that  bought  them,  to  wdt, 
being  judged  by  their  former  profession,  but  in  the  same 
place,  he  shows  that  the  same  persons  w^ere  but  indeed 
dogs  and  swine,  at  the  best,  though  outwardly  washed, 
and  disburdened  of  such  sins,  as  clogged  their  consciences, 
as  is  the  dog  by  vomiting  of  his  surchargure.  And  Jude, 
ver.  4,  speaking  of  those  very  men  expressly  chargeth 
them,  but  to  have  crept  in,  at  the  first,  &c. 

Lastly,  John,  1  Epis.  ii.  18,  19,  speaking  of  "  many  Anti- 
christs," Avho  "  went  out"  from  the  true  church  and 
Christians,  saith  plainly  that  they  "w^ere  not  of  them," 
that  is,  not  of  the  number  of  God's  tmly  anointed  ones  : 
and  that  by  their  not  continuing  with  them  it  appeared, 
"  they  were  never  of  them."  *' For  they  that  are  born  of 
God  cannot  commit  sin,  because  the  seed  of  God's  Word 
abideth  in  them,"  as  it  followeth  m  the  same  Epistle,  chap, 
iii.  9  :  and  thus  much  in  elTect  these  men  confess,  wiien  they 
teach,  as  the  truth  is  and  Scripture  proveth,  Conclusion 
47,  ''  That  the  regenerate  man  shall  be  a  pillar  in  the 
house  of  God,  and  shall  go  no  more  out."  Eev.  iii.  12. 
And  if  men  truly  justified,  and  sanctified  should  wholly 
fall  away,  they  could  not  possibly  be  recovered,  but  ^vere 
as  trees  twice  dead,  and  so  to  be  plucked  up  by  the  roots, 
Jude  12:  neither  can  there  be  two  new  births,  anymore 
than  two  first  birtlis  :  and  if  there  might,  then  must  there 
be  also  an  answerable  repeating  of  baptism,  which  is  the 
lavacher  of  the  new  birth.  Tit.  iii.  5. 

To  conclude  this  point,  they  who  either  hold,  that 
Christ  effectually  redeemed  all  from  their  natural  corrup- 
tion, or,  that  any  truly  justified  and  sanctified,  may  wholly 
fall  away  and  perish,  do  divide  Christ  from  himself,  and 
make  him  a  party  Saviour  ;  and  a  priest  for  some,  to 
redeem  them  by  his  death,  to  whom  he  is  not  a  king  to 
save  them  by  his  life  ;  and  a  Saviour,  in  part,  to  the  very 
damned  at  the  last  day  :  freeing  all  of  them  from  the 
guilt  of  their  original  sin ;  and  many  of  them,  even  from 
one  part  of  their  actual  sins,  namely,  so  much  as  they 
WTOught,  before  the  time   of  their  falling  away,  but  not 
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from  the  rest.  Which,  how  vain  a  thing  it  is  to  imagine, 
and  how  clerogatoiy  to  the  excellency  and  perfection  of 
Christ's  sacrifice  and  mediation,  needs  not  be'  shown. 
All  who  have  any  part  in  Christ,  are  in  Christ,  and  so 
free  from  condemnation,  Eom.  viii.  5  :  and  unto  whomso- 
ever he  shall  appear  a  Saviour  they  are  his  people  and 
he  shall  save  them  from  all  their  sins,  and  not  from  some 
part  of  them  only. 

SECTION  vin. — ON  Christ's  saceifice. 

That  "the  sacrifice  of  Christ's  body  and  blood  offered  unto 
God,  his  Father,  upon  the  cross,  though  a  sacrifice  of  sweet 
savour,  and  that  God  be  well  pleased  in  him,  doth  not  re- 
concile God  unto  us,  who  did  never  hate  us,  nor  was  our 
enemy,  but  reconcileth  us  unto  God,  2  Cor.  v.  19,  and 
slayeth  the  enmity  and  hatred,  which  is  in  us  against  God," 
Eph.  ii.  14,  16;  Eom.  i.  30,  is  most  untrue,  and,  indeed, 
a  very  pernicious  doctrine,  destroying  the  main  fruit  of 
Christ's  sacrifice,  and  death. 

As  one  of  the  scriptures  quoted,  which  is  Eom.  i.  30, 
speaks  of  wicked  men's  hating  of  God,  so  are  the  rest  meant 
of  God's  hatred  towards  wicked  men  ;  which  they  also  fully 
prove.  And  if  the  sacrifice  of  Christ's  body  and  blood  upon 
the  cross,  were  a  sweet- smelling  savour  unto  his  Father,  is 
it  not  evident  that  we  did  formerly  stink  in  God's  nostrils 
by  reason  of  om'  sins  ?  Where  he  gave  himself  a  sacrifice 
for  us,  was  it  not  to  appease  the  Father's  wrath  towards  us  ? 
In  which  respect  he  is  said  to  be  our  propitiation  and 
advocate  if  we  sin,  1  John  ii.  1,5:  being  as  our  eternal 
High-priest,  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  his  cross,  entered 
the  most  holy  place,  the  heavens,  and  there  appearing  con- 
tinually to  pacify  the  wrath  of  his  Father,  and  to  procure 
for  us  all  grace.  Who  also  to  redeem  us  from  the  curse  of  the 
law  under  which  we,  with  all  flesh,  were,  was  made  a  curse 
for  us :  paying  a  price  for  us  to  satisfy  the  justice  of  his 
Father.  Gal.  iii.  10  ;  1  Cor.  vi.  20.  And  if  God  be  well- 
pleased  in  him,  doth  it  not  follow  that  he  is  displeased 
without  him  ?  Matt.  iii.  17.  So  by  ''  the  reconciliation  of 
the  world  unto  God  through  Christ,"  2  Cor.  v.  19,  is  not 
meant  our  laying  aside  of  hatred,  and  enmity  against  God, 
though  that  follow  upon  the  other,  but  the  taking  away  of 
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his  hatred  and  enmity  towards  us,  as  is  evident  in  that  the 
apostle  in  the  former  verse  placeth  this  reconciliation  in 
God's  not  imputing  our  sins  unto  us  :  the  end  of  his  exhort- 
ation, ver.  20,  being  to  provoke  us  to  the  growth  of  faith 
for  the  applying  of  the  same.  Neither  speaketh  he,  Eph.  ii. 
14 — 16,  of  the  slaying  of  the  enmity  and  hatred  in  us  against 
God,  as  is  said  :  hut  first  of  the  slaymg  of  the  hatred 
between  Jews  and  Gentiles,  by  breaking  do\Yn  the  partition 
wall  of  ceremonies  :  and  secondly,  and  more  principally,  of 
slaying  the  hatred  wherewith'  God  hated  both,  for  sin, 
being  the  one,  and  other  by  nature  "  children  of  wi-ath," 
ver.  3,  that  is,  under  the  wrath  of  God,  as  then  desei-ved 
inheritance.  So  that  the  chief  and  first  work  of  om-  re- 
demption by  Christ,  is  the  freeing  of  us  from  the  guilt  of 
sin  and  most  feaiful  wrath  of  God,  by  paying  the  price  of 
his  precious  blood  for  a  ransom  to  the  justice  of  his  Father, 
thereby  procuring  him,  of  a  most  severe  and  fearful  Judge 
to  become  unto  us  a  gracious  Father,  and  to  love  us  unto 
life  :  which  love  of  his  "  being  shed  into  our  hearts  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,"  and  we  being  thereof  persuaded,  doth  effec- 
tually allm^e  us  to  love  him  again,  who  hath  so  loved  us  in 
his  Son. 

SECTION  IX. ON  HE  GENERATION. 

Now  whereas  in  Conclusion  57tli,  and  so  forward,  many 
things  concerning  faith,  repentance,  the  regenerate  man, 
and  new  creature  :  are  set  down  both  unsoundly  and  un- 
orderly,  I  think  it  best  briefly  to  note  down  in  the  first 
place,  the  truth,  and  order  of  those  things  :  and  so  to  com- 
pare therewith  the  particulars  in  the  confession. 

This  work  of  grace,  then,  in  the  general,  God  beginneth 
ordinarily  by  the  ministry  of  his  Word,  and  first  of  the  law: 
which,  through  man  s  inability  to  keep  it,  convinceth  and 
condemnetli  him,  and  so  leaves  him  under  God  s  curse  : 
from  whence  also  ariseth  m  the  mind,  a  seiwile  fear  of  God 
and  his  judgments,  with  grief  and  sorrow  in  respect  thereof, 
which  is  commonly  called  legal  repentance,  or  (better)  peni- 
tency,  and  so  a  despairing  of  all  remedy  in  a  man's  self. 
Eom.  viii.  3,  and  chap.  vii.  7  ;  Gal.  iii.  10.  Then  cometh 
the  gospel  of  glad  tidings,  offering  grace,  and  mercy  unto 
those,  who  ''  being  weary  and  hea^y  laden,"  do  come  unto 
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Christ  for  ease  and  rest,  by  believing  in  him,  Matt.  xi.  28 ; 
which  so  many  do  as  are  ordained  of  God  to  eternal  life, 
Acts  xiii.  48;    2   Cor.  iii.   6;    ii.   10—12:    God  with  and 
by  the  same  gospel  ministering,  and  conveying  the  graces 
of  his  Spirit  into  the  heart,  by  which  a  man  becomes  of  a 
natural  man,  a  spiritual  man,  and  of  these  graces,  first  and 
principally  faith,  by  which  Christ  is  received,  John  i.  12, 
and  the  life  of  grace  begun,  as  Paul  testifieth,  Gal.  ii.  20, 
that  he  lived  by  faith  in  the   Son  of  God.     From  which 
faith  and  assurance  of  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  so  great 
love  of   God  shed  into  the  heart  of  a  miserable  sinner, 
ariseth,    by   reflection,    as  it  were,   a   love  again   towards 
God,  and  from  this  love,  a  godly  sorrow  for  sin  wrought 
against  so  good  a  God :  and  from  this  sorrow,  true  repent- 
ance, and  the  turning  of  the  heart  from  evil  to  good,  with 
an  hatred,  fear,  and  earnest  endeavour  to  avoid  sin  in  re- 
spect of  God's  mercy  :  as  on  the  contrary  a  love,  desire, 
and  constant  endeavour  of  and  unto  whatsoever  pleaseth 
him.     Now  all  these,  and  all  other  truly  spiritual  graces, 
howsoever  wrought  by  that  one  Spirit,  and  at  one  time,  yet 
are  in  the  order  of  nature  and  manifestation,  one  before  an- 
other, and  so  faith  the  cause  of  the  rest.  Luke  vii.  47  ;  2  Cor. 
vii.  10  ;  Psa.  ciii.  4,  and  cxxx.  4;   1  Cor.  xii.  4. 

Where  then  it  is  said,  Conclusion  56,  that  *'the  new 
creature  followeth  repentance,"  it  is  not  so  in  truth,  nor 
the  scripture  brought,  which  is  Luke  iii.  0,  anything  perti- 
nent, though  to  our  sense  and  manifestation,  it  seeni  so  to 
be.  For  this  repentance  is  a  work  of  man  immediately, 
though  formerly  wrought  in  him  of  God,  2  Tim.  ii.  25,  and 
so  followeth  the  work  of  our  regeneration  or  re-creation, 
which  is  God's  work.  Eepentance  ariseth  from  a^  "godly 
sorrow,"  which  can  only  be  in  a  godly  man,  as  a  fruit  of  a 
good  tree  ;  and  this  godly  man,  all  being  ungodly  by  nature, 
must  be  a  new  creature,  or  regenerate  of  God  :  though  for 
the  perfecting  of  our  new  creature,  and  till  the  old  man  be 
wholly  crucified,  repentance  be  required,  as  a  cause,  or 
means  thereof.  2  Cor.  vii.  10;  Matt.  vii.  18.  So  neither 
doth  repentance  go  before  faith,  as  it  is  put.  Conclusion  58, 
but  followeth  it  as  a  fruit  thereof;  without  which  no  man 
can  please  God  ;  and  so  not  repent  aright,  Heb.  xi.  6  :  our 
repentance  arising  from  a  sorrow  for  the  offending  of  God, 
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this  soiTOw  from  the  knowledge  of  his  love  towards  ns, 
which  is  faith :  which  faith  ]3urifieth  the  heart,  and  is  the 
beginning  of  all  spiritual  life  in  us,  as  I  have  formerly 
proved.     Acts  xv.  9. 

That  *'man,"  viz.  natural,  "hath  power  to  reject  the 
motions  of  God's  Spirit,"  as  is  affiimed,  I  acknowledge,  and 
the  two  scriptures,  Matt,  xxiii.  37;  Acts  vii.  51,  besides 
woeful  experience  prove  it :  but  deny,  that  he  hath  power 
to  receive  these  motions,  till  God  by  the  supernatural  gift 
of  grace  open  his  eyes,  and  change  his  will  thereunto,  as 
hath  formerly  been  proved  in  the  18th  Conclusion.  The 
third  scrip tm-e,  which  is  Acts  yi.  10,  speaks  of  no  such 
thing,  but  only  shows  how  mightily  Stephen  confuted  his 
adversaries  in  disputation. 

The  last  place,  which  is  Eom.  x.  14,  showeth  that  none 
can  believe  without  preaching :  and  ver.  18,  that  the 
Gentiles  had  God  preached  unto  tliem  from  the  beginning, 
by  the  sound  of  the  creatures,  as  Psa.  xix.  5,  neither  can 
more  be  thence  proved.  Lastly,  in  the  58tli  Conclusion, 
the  "new  creature"  is  ill  and  dangerously,  made  a  part  of 
"  our  justification  before  God,"  which  the  Scri2)tures  do 
ascribe  only  to  faith :  and  "  the  free  grace  of  God,  through 
that  redemption  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus."  Eom.  iii.  24,  25, 
28.  Our  redemption,  then,  or  justification  properl}^  taken, 
is  in  Christ,  and  not  in  ourselves ;  as  it  should  be,  if  it 
stood  in  our  sanctification  or  the  new  creature,  which  is 
affirmed.  Our  sanctification,  or  renovation  is  an  inse2:)a- 
rable  work  of  that  faith  by  which  we  are  justified,  x\cts  xv. 
9,  but  doth  not  answer  the  rigour  of  God's  justice,  nor  can 
present  us  innocent,  before  his  judgment-seat,  being  im- 
perfect in  this  world,  by  reason  of  the  "  root  of  sin  yet 
abiding  in  us,  which  we  cannot  pluck  up  out  of  our  hearts," 
as  is  confessed,  Proposition  67,  though  elsewhere  denied. 
That  only  the  righteousness  of  Christ  can  do,  being  imj)uted 
by  grace,  and  by  faith  received  :  "  who  was  made  sin  for 
us,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in 
him."  2  Cor.  v.  21.  Now  as  Christ  became  sin  for  us, 
not  by  having  our  sin  dwelliug  in  him,  but  imputed  unto 
him,  so  we  become  the  righteousness  of  God,  that  is,  per- 
fectly righteous  before  God,  by  his  righteousness  imputed 
to  us,  and  not  by  that  which  dwelleth  in  us :  which  was 
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also  livelily  figured  in,  and  is  effectually  proved  by  the  sacri- 
fices under  the  law,  by  the  offering  whereof,  as  the  unclean 
person,  or  he  that  had  sinned,  was  legally  cleansed  and 
purified,  and  his  sin  forgiven  :  so  by  the  merit,  and  purity 
of  that  one   oblation  of  Christ  offered  once  for  all,  and 
applied  by  faith,  are  we  cleansed  from  the  guilt  of  sin,  and 
reconciled  to  God  for  ever.     Lev.  v.  10,  18,  16,  18  ;  xii.  8. 
"  That  God  doth  not,  in  our  regeneration,  use  the  help 
of  any  creature,  nor  doth  it,  by  the  doctrine  of  faith  and 
repentance,  but  immediately  in  the  soul,"  59th  Conclusion, 
is  an  old  error  of  the  Anabaptists,  condemned  expressly  by 
the  scriptures  brought  to  justify  it.     The  first  whereof  is 
James  i.  15,  where  God  is  said  to  "have  begotten  us  by 
the  word  of  truth :  "  which  word  therefore  we  are  "to  be 
swift  to  hear,"ver.  19,  which  is  elsewhere  called  good  seed, 
and  the  word  of  life,  which  word  even  that  which  was 
preached  by  the  apostles,  ver.  25  ;  is  also  called,  1  Pet.  i.  23, 
the  immortal  seed,  which  falling   in  good    ground  never 
perisheth,  but  bringeth  forth  fruit  to  eternal  life.    Matt.  xiii. 
3—23. 

Not  to  trouble  the  reader  with  many  scriptures  for  the 
proof  of  that,  which  every  regenerate  man's  experience  doth 
confirm,  the  apostle  calling  himself  the  father  of  the 
Corinthians,  who  had  in  Jesus  Christ  begot  them  by  the 
gospel,  and  them  his  children  in  the  same  respect,  ver.  14, 
and  Onesimus  his  son,  whom  he  begot  in  his  bonds :  and 
Titus  his  natural  son,  according  to  the  common  faith, 
expressly  teacheth  the  use  of  man's  ministry  for  the  re- 
generation of  the  elect,  and  ministration  of  the  Spirit  of 
life.  2  Cor.  iii.  6;  1  Cor.  iv.  15  ;  Philemon  10;  Tit.i.  3. 
Alike,  if  not  more  deceitful,  and  dangerous  is  that  other 
proposition,  Conclusions  60 — 63, 

"  That  the  new  creature,  which  is  begotten  of  God, 
needeth  not  the  outward  scriptm^es,  creatures,  or  ordi- 
nances of  the  church  to  support  him,  but  is  above  them, 
1  Cor.  xiii.  10  :  1  John  ii.  27,  seeing  he  hath  in  himself 
three  witnesses,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
which  are  better  than  all  scriptures,  or  creatures,  though 
such  as  have  not  attained  the  new  creature  need  them,  for 
instmction,  comfort,  and  to  sth"  them  up,  &c.  2  Pet.  i.  19; 
1  Cor.  xi.  26;  Eph.  iv.  12,  13." 
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Let  the  scriptures  brought  be  judge,  and  they  will  plead 
theu:  own  dignity  against  them,  by  whom  they  are  thus 
vilely  debased.  In  2  Pet.  i.  19,  the  apostle  doth  not 
compare  the  inward  Spirit  with  the  outwai^d  Scriptures,  but 
the  Scriptures  with  themselves,  the  ^TOtings  of  the  prophets, 
which  he  compares  to  a  light  shining  in  a  dark  place,  unto 
the  writings  and  preachings  of  the  apostles,  which  reveal- 
ing Christ  come  in  the  jSiesh,  he  compares  to  the  dawning 
day,  and  morning  star.  Besides  even  they  whom  Peter 
exhorts  to  attend  upon  the  Scriptures,  had  obtained  the 
new  creatui'e  :  as  having  obtained  the  same  precious  faith 
with  Peter,  and  all  things  belonging  to  life  and  godhness, 
by  the  Divine  power,  2  Pet.  i.  1,  3  :  who  are  also  expressly 
said  to  be  regenerate  unto  a  lively  hope,  1  Pet.  i.  3,  and 
ver.  23,  to  be  bom  anew,  by  the  immortal  seed,  the  Word 
of  God.  So  were  the  Corinthians  also  bom  anew,  in  that 
they  were,  though  but  babes  in  Christ,  and  having  much 
flesh  yet  abiding  in  them,  1  Cor.  iii.  1  ;  Phil.  i.  6;  1  Thess. 
V.  2;  Acts  i.  11 :  who  were  to  use  the  Lord's  Supper,  to  show 
forth  his  death  till  he  came,  that  is,  till  his  general  coming 
to  judgment,  or  special,  at  their  death,  1  Cor.  xi.  26,  which 
is  the  second  scripture. 

So  for  the  thu'd  scripture,  Eph.  iv.  12,  13,  the  apostle's 
meaning  is  not,  that  the  godly  should  have  no  fm^ther  need 
of  the  ministiy  for  their  edification,  when  they  were  "come 
to  a  perfect  man,"  as  there  he  speaks,  that  is,  when  they 
ceased  to  be  as  children,  wavering-mi^nded,  and  canied 
about  with  every  wind  of  doctrine,  but  that  they  should  so 
use  it,  as  thereby  to  bring  them  to  that  j)erfect  and  manly 
estate,  and  therein  to  establish  them.  Neither  does  the 
particle  "  until"  import  a  ceasing  of  the  use  of  the  ministiy 
when  men  become  perfect,  and  growing]  past  that  childish 
waveringness  there  reproved,  but  a  not  ceasing  before  then : 
as  it  is  also  used  simdry  times  in  the  Scriptures,  as, 
1  Tim.  iv.  13  ;  Eev.  ii.  25,  and  elsewhere. 

Li  1  Cor.  xiii.  10,  3  2,  the  apostle  doth  not  speak  of  the 
estate  of  perfection  in  this  life,  but  in  that  to  come,  when 
the  measm-e  of  our  knowledge  shall  be  perfect,  which  is  now 
but  in  part,  and  but  as  a  child's  in  comparison  of  a  man's  : 
as  it  shall  also  be  immediate,  and  we  see  God  face  to  face : 
when  there  shall  be  no  useof  the  glass  of  the  Word,  and 
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ordinances,  when  prophesying  and  tongues  shall  cease,  yea 
when  even  faith  and  hope  shall  cease:  the  things  believed 
and  hoped  for  being  fully  attained,  and  only  love  shall 
abide,  which  is  therefore  called  the  greatest  of  the  three, 
ver.  13. 

The  apostle's  meaning  also,  1  John  ii.  27,  is  greatly  mis- 
taken :  which  is  not  that  the  anointing,  or  Spirit  which 
they  had  received,  set  them  above  the  Scriptures,  and  all 
outward  teachings  :  but  that  he  needed  not  teach  them,  as 
ignorant  of  these  things,  which  by  that  anointing,  or 
Spirit,  were  sealed  up  unto  their  consciences  :  as  where 
Paul  tells  the  Thessalonians  "  that  he  needs  not  write  unto 
them  of  brotherly  love,  because  they  were  taught  of  God  one 
to  love  another,"  his  meaning  only  is,  that  they  were  not 
without  that  grace,  but  did  practise  it  :  yet  doth  he  in  the 
very  same  place,  ver.  10,  exhort  them  to  increase  more  and 
more.  1  Thess.  iv.  9.  So  doth  John  also  write  that  his 
Epistle  to  teach  and  admonish  those  anointed  ones  to 
beware  of  false  prophets  and  Antichrists  of  whom  they  were 
in  danger,  as  of  other  evils. 

Two  other  scriptures  are  intended, -but  so  misput,  as  I 
cannot  find  which  they  are,  and  therefore  pass  them  by; 
being  also  assured  they  can  give  no  confirmation  to  this 
vain  presumption,  deceiving  under  a  show  of  angelical 
perfection. 

The  reason,  to  prove  the  Scriptures  unnecessary  from  the 
inward  witness  of  the  Father,  Word,  and  Spirit,  is  very 
deceitful  ;  since  the  inward  grace  doth  not  abolish  but 
establish  the  outward  means,  by  which  it  is  wrought,  and 
increased.  David  had  this  witness  in  his  heart,  being  a 
man  after  God's  heart,  and  was  regenerate,  and  yet  he 
desires  God  to  teach  him  the  way  of  his  statutes  :  and  that 
he  would  open  his  eyes  that  he  might  see  the  marvels  of 
his  law,  which  he  professes  he  will  not  forget.  Psa.  cxix. 
Id,  18,  33.  And  being  driven  from  the  tabernacle,  and 
visible  ordinances  of  God,  how  did  he  bewail  his  want, 
and  misery  ?  Far  was  he  from  this  imagined  spirituality. 
The  apostle  calls  the  gospel  the  poAver  of  God  to  salvation  : 
and  exhorts  Timothy  to  continue  in  it,  to  the  saving  of 
himself  and  others  :  by  the  ministry  whereof,  he  also 
laboured  to  present  the  Corinthians  a  pure  virgin  unto 
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Christ.  Eom.  i.  16;  1  Tim.  iv.  16;  2  Cor.  xi.  2.  All 
which  places  prove  the  necessary  use  of  it  till  death,  even 
for  the  most  perfect. 

And  see  whither  these  things  lead.  The  natural,  unre- 
generate,  and  unsanctiiied  man,  can  have  no  right  use  of 
the  gospel,  and  holy  things :  and  the  spiritual,  regenerate, 
and  new  creature,  needs  them  not.  1  Cor.  ii.  14;  Tit.  i.  15. 
To  whom  then  are  they  given :  or  hy  whom  can  they  he 
rightly  used  ?  And  hehold  here,  the  malice  and  craft  of 
the  devil,  who  assailing  God's  people  continually  with  his 
temptations  :  from  which,  Peter  and  Paul  were  not  free, 
Luke  xxii.  31 ;  2  Cor.  xii.  7,  no  nor  Christ  himself,  who 
was  "  tempted  in  all  points,  like  as  we  are,  hut  without 
sin,"  Pleh.  iv.  15:  would  yet  persuade  them,  they  had  no 
need  of  their  spiritual  armom%  in  special,  of  the  sword  of 
the  Spirit,  the  Word  of  God,  Eph.  vi.  17;  whereof  even 
Christ  himself  also  in  his  temptations  had  use,  yea,  need 
to  drive  away  Satan,  as  he  had  need  of  meat  and  drink  to 
drive  away  hunger,  and  thust:  though  he  could  by  his 
Divine  power  have  resisted  both,  without  means.  Matt.  iv. 
1,  4,  7,  10.  Our  victory,  saith  John,  is  om*  faith,  1  John  v. 
4  :  and  the  foundation  of  om-  faith,  are  the  writings  of  the 
apostles  and  prophets :  and  is  the  fomidation  of  no  use  for 
the  standing  of  the  building?  or  will  not  the  enemy  of 
our  salvation  easily  overthrow  the  building,  when  he  hath 
undermmed  the  foundation?   Eph.  ii.  20. 

Add  to  these  things,  that  the  Scnptures,  the  law  and 
gospel,  shall  be  the  judge  of  all  to  whom  they  come.  And 
is  any  man  above  his  judge?  or  if  this  be  not,  Avhat  is  it 
for  man  to  exalt  himself  above  all  that  is  called  God  ? 
Eom.  ii.  12,  16  ;    2  Thess.  2,  4  ;    1  Pet.  iv.  18. 

Lastly,  The  regenerate  are  continually  to  grow  in  grace, 
and  for  that  end  to  desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the  Word  to 
grow  thereby.    1  Pet.  ii.  2. 

SECTION  X. — ON  PEEFECTION. 

But,  lo !  here  another  mischief;  the  persuasion  of  j^er- 
fection  in  holiness,  which  these  men  would  also  have  us 
think  Mr.  Smyth  had  attained,  a  little  before  his  death. 
And  it  made  well  for  the  credit  of  the  doctrine,  that  he  did 
not  survive :  for  then  the  imperfections  of  his  life,  would 
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have  discovered  the  error  of  the  doctrine.  Yea,  verily,  if 
this  were  his  faith  here  pubUshed,  it  is  too  evident  how 
far  he  was  from  perfection.  And  for  the  help  of  those  who 
are  in  danger  of  this  great  and  deep  seduction,  I  will  here 
insert  a  few  things  touching  perfection. 

And  first,  We  acknowledge  all  the  faithful  perfect,  and 
that  perfectly,  by  Chi^ist's  perfect  obedience  and  right- 
eousness imputed  unto  them  for  their  justification :  for 
by  one  oblation  he  hath  perfected  or  consecrated  for  ever 
them  that  are  sanctified.  Heb.  x.  14.  Secondly,  We  ac- 
knowledge in  them  an  inherent  perfection  of  righteousness 
and  holiness,  which  is  their  sincerity,  integrity,  and  up- 
rightness of  heart  in  all  things  before  God  :  usually  called 
the  perfection  of  parts :  as  a  child,  though  new  bom,  is  a 
perfect  man  in  all  the  parts :  and  thus  James  saith,  that 
he  who  sins  not  in  word,  is  a  perfect  man,  that  is,  he  is 
able  to  bridle  all  the  body.  James  iii.  2,  3.  And  this  com- 
mendation the  Scriptures  give  of  men,  notwithstanding 
their  frailties,  that  are  not  hypocrites,  and  hollow-hearted : 
the  whole  man  being  sanctified,  though  not  wholly.  1 
Kings  XV.  14  ;  Job  i.  1.  Thirdly,  We  acknowledge  also  in 
some  men  a  perfection  in  degree,  not  absolute,  but  in  com- 
parison of  others,  though  godly  :  and  that,  whereas  some 
are  but  as  children  and  babes  in  grace,  others  are  as 
grown  and  perfect  men  in  comparison,  both  for  know- 
ledge, stableness  of  faith,  and  all  grace.  Which  two  sorts 
of  men  are  usually  opposed  as  strong  and  weak,  in  the 
Scriptm-es :  unto  which  perfection  all  must  strive  to  attain, 
and  not  continue  always  children  and  babes,  which  is 
both  shameful  and  dangerous.  Heb.  v.  12 — 14;  Eph.  iv. 
11_13 ;  Phil.  iii.  15  ;  Eom.  xv.  1. 

But,  for  any  such  perfection  in  this  world,  as  wherein  a 
man  stands  not  need  continually  to  renew  his  repentance, 
and  to  pui'ge  himself  of  the  remnants  of  sin,  "casting  off 
the  old  man,"  and  "  putting  on  the  new  man,"  and  to  grow 
in  the  knowledge,  and  gi-ace  of  God  by  the  use  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  other  God's  ordinances  leading  thereunto, 
it  is  none  other  but  a  most  dangerous  delusion  of  that 
"  prince  of  darkness  transforming  himself  into  an  angel  of 
light." 

And  to  let  pass  the  common  infirmities,  yea  (by  occa- 
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sion)  the  greater  falls,  noted  in  the  Scriptures,  of  those 
holy  men,  of  whose  perfection  the  same  Scriptures  testify : 
as  also  the  daily,  monthly,  and  yearly  sacrifices  ordinarily 
to  be  offered  of  old,  for  all  and  every  one  of  the  congrega- 
tion, as  evidences  of  their  guilt.  Solomon  teacheth,  1  Kings 
viii.  46,  that  there  is  no  man,  that  sinneth  not;  according 
to  which,  is  that  in  the  Preacher,  Eccl.  vii.  20,  "  There  is 
not  a  wise  man  upon  eai'th  that  doth  good,  and  simieth 
not."  And  who  can  say  (saith  the  wise  man)  "  I  have 
made  my  heart  clean,  I  am  clean  from  my  sin  ?"  Prov.  xx. 
9.  And  if  any  man  do  say  that  he  hath  no  sin,  he  de- 
ceiveth  himself,  and  there  is  no  truth  in  him.  For  though 
he  who  is  bom  of  God  sinneth  not,  that  is  commits  not, 
or  works  not  sin,  making  it  his  course  and  trade,  as  it 
were,  which  only  he  doth,  who  is  of  the  devil,  yet  puts 
John  himself  in  the  number  of  them,  who  cannot  say 
without  lying,  that  they  sin  not.  1  John  i.  8 ;  iii.  4 — 8. 
Thus  David  acknowledgeth  in  general,  that  no  man  can 
laiow  his  errors,  and  so  doth  pray  to  be  freed  from  secret 
faults,  Psa.  xix.  12:  and  so  doth  the  apostle  profess  of 
himself  in  particular  that  he  is  not  perfect ;  but  only  fol- 
lows after,  and  presses  hard  toward  the  mark,  Phil.  iii.  12, 
13  :  and  however  in  that  his  race,  he  was  so  cumbered 
with  that  his  clogging  and  pressing  sin,  Heb.  xii.  1,  as 
that  like  a  law  it  forced  him  both  from  the  good  which  he 
would  have  done,  and  to  the  evil  which  he  would  not  have 
done,  and  that  when  he  would  have  done  well,  evil  was 
present  with  him :  though  in  his  inward  man,  that  is,  so 
far  as  he  was  regenerate,  which  was  far  beyond  any  now, 
"he  delighted  in  the  law  of  God,  and  seiTed  it."  E  m. 
vii.  7—25. 

Lastly,  If  any  in  this  life  come  to  the  perfection  of  leav- 
ing sinning,  they  must  also  leave  praying,  and  so  leave 
being  Christ's  disciples :  for  he  hath  taught  all  his  dis- 
ciples every  day  to  ask  the  forgiveness  of  their  trespasses. 
Matt.  vi.  12  :  yea,  they  must  be  past  being  godly,  for  "  for 
this,"  because  God  is  merciful  in  forgiving  sins,  '*  eYery 
godly  man  shall  pray  unto  him  in  an  acceptable  time."  Psa. 
xxxii.  6.  And  lastly,  they  must  be  past  hope  of  Christ  s 
coming  in  glory,  for  "  every  one  that  hath  this  hope  in  him, 
pm-geth  himself,"  as  he  is  pure.    1  John  iii.  3.     So  long, 

VOL.  III.  T 
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therefore,  as  we  are  absent  from  Christ,  and  till  our  glory 
in  him  appear,  we  must  still  be  purging  ourselves ;  which 
if  the  filth  of  sin  were  not  still  in  us,  less  or  more,  we  need 
not  be :  as  we  must  also  grow  in  grace,  and  edify  ourselves 
in  our  most  holy  faith,  being,  as  we  are  from  the  truth,  so 
far  from  the  vain  presumption  of  any  such  perfection,  as 
is  by  these  men  intended. 

SECTION  XT. — ON  THE  VISIBLE  CHURCH. 

That  "the  outward  or  visible  church  consists  of  penitent 
persons,  and  believing  only,"  Conclusions  61 — 71,  opposing 
them  to  impenitent  and  unbelievers,  and  that  such  only 
are  to  be   baptized,   I   acknowledge,  and   the    scriptures 
brought  confirm  ;  but  deny  it,  opposing  believers  to  their 
infants,  which  are  neither  unbelievers  and  impenitent,  nor 
innocent,  as  is  affirmed.    The  vineyard  and  kingdom  which 
was  taken  from  the  Jews,  is  let  out,  and  given  to  us,  Matt, 
xxi.  43,  in  which  though  no  briars,  nor  brambles,  nor  fi-uit- 
less  trees  might  grow,  yet  young  plants,  and  imps,  not  yet 
bringing  forth  fruit  actually,  both  might  and  may ;  as  child- 
ren might  and  may  be  in  God's  kingdom,  though  no  rebels. 
In  Conclusion   65,  the  visible  church  is  unfitly  called, 
"  a  figm^e  of  the  invisible  ;"  as  is  the  "  invisible"  untruly 
said  to  "consist  only  of  the  spirits  of  just  and  perfect  men." 
He  who  hath  in  him  true  faith,  and  holiness,  is  a  member 
of  the  invisible  church;  and  the  same  person,  making  holy 
profession  thereof,  outwardly,  in  the  order  left  by  Chiist, 
a  member  of  the  visible  church :    and  the  whole  man  of 
both,  and  not  the  soul  of  the  one,  and  body  of  the  other : 
though  of  the  invisible  in  respect  of  the  inward  faith  seen 
of  God  ;  and  of  the  visible  in  respect  of  the  outward  mani- 
festation before  men,  arising  from  the  former.     The  scrip- 
tures brought,  which  are  Eev.  i.  10,  with  xxi.  2, 13,  27,  speak 
of  the  visible  church  only,  and  so  are  impertinent.^ 

The  particulars  which  I  deem  amiss,  Conclusion  68, 1 
have  noted  in  the  56th  proposition  :  and  refer  the  reader 

thither.  r.    xxt    a 

"  That  the  sacraments  have  the  same  use  that  the  Wora 
hath,  and  teach  to  the  eye  of  them  that  understand,  as  the 
Word  teacheth  the  ears  of  them,  that  have  ears  to  hear, 
Prov    ii.  2,  and  that  therefore  they  pertain  no  more   to 


Hosted  by  Google 


ON  MAGISTEACY  AM)  OATHS.  275 

infants,  than  the  Word  doth,"  Conclusion  74;  is  neither 
true  in  all  points,  nor  well  applied  in  any. 

For  First,  The  Word  serves  to  convert  men,  Psa.  xix.  7, 
and  is  to  he  ministered  to  unconverted  and  profane  persons : 
■which  use  the  sacraments  have  not,  nor  must  be  adminis- 
tered to  such.  Secondly,  If  this,  applied  to  infants,  were 
time,  then  should  not  circumcision  have  been  administered 
to  the  Israelitish  infants,  who  had  not  ears  to  hear.  Yet  is 
the  ground  good,  being  rightly  laid,  rmto  which  that  also, 
Conclusion  73,  is  agreeable,  though  the  Scriptures  be 
brought  hand  over  head  to  confirm  it.  For  as  God  by 
promising  Abraham  that  he  would  be  his  God,  and  the  God 
of  his  seed,  preached  to  his  ear,  so  by  giving  him,  and  his 
seed  circumcision,  he  preached  to  his  eye,  for  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  same  promise.  And  so  is  it  now  with  us,  who 
have  received  grace  to  be  of  the  faith  of  Abraham,  having 
the  same  covenant,  promise,  or  gospel  preached  by  doctrine 
to  om^  ear,  and  confirmed  by  bajDtism  to  our  eye,  for  our- 
selves and  our  seed. 

To  the  82nd  Conclusion,  "that  there  is  no  succession  in 
that  outward  church,  but  that  all  the  succession  is  from 
heaven,  and  that  the  new  creature  only  hath  the  thing 
signified,  and  substance,  whereof  the  outward  chm'ch,  and 
ordinances  are  shadows,"  Col.  ii.  IG,  17,  I  answer, 
1.  That  tlie  apostle,  Col.  ii.,  speaks  only  of  the  Jewish 
ordinances,  which  are  abolished,  and  not  of  the  church 
ordinances  now.  2ndly.  If  it  be  meant  that  all  succession  is 
from  heaven,  immediately,  it  is  a  phantasy :  if,  mediately, 
then  must  the  outward  succession,  to  wit  of  ministry,  be 
in  the  outward  church,  w^hereof  it  is  an  ordinance.  And 
whereas  the  church,  and  new  creature  are  oj^posed,  it  is 
amiss,  since  the  church  is  to  consist  only  of  such  men  as 
are  in  tlieir  measure  renewed  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
sanctified  :  and  if  by  the  new  creatm-e  they  mean  any  other 
thing,  it  is  a  new  creature  of  their  o^vn  making. 

SECTION  XII. ON  MAGISTRACY  AND  OATHS. 

In  Conclusion  83,  where  the  office  of  tlie  magistrate, 
is  called  a  "permissive  ordinance  of  God,"  it  is  both  a  con- 
tradiction, and  evil  speaking  of  them  in  authority.  Where 
it  is  called  "an  ordinance  of  God,"  it  is  confessed  good, 
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for  "  every  creature  of  God  is  good,"  and  all  his  ordinances 
are  his  creatures  ;  and  so,  many  things  are  ascribed  to  the 
office  of  magistrates  in  this,  and  the  other  Conclusions  about 
it,  which  prove  it  to  be  good,  and  lawful  in  itself:  but 
where  it  is  made  "  permissive,"  it  is  condemned  as  evil : 
since  only  evil  is  permitted,  or  suffered  of  God. 

And  where  it  is  objected.  Proposition  85,  that  Christ's 
disciples  must  love  their  enemies,  and  not  kill  them :  pray 
for  them,  and  not  punish  them,  &c,  I  answer,  that  the 
godly  magistrate  may  do  both.  Doth  not  God  punish  with 
temporary  death  those  that  he  loveth?  and  why  may  not 
God's  deputies,  the  gods  upon  earth,  be  minded  as  God 
herein?  Psa.  Ixxxii.  1,  6.  When  the  godly  kings,  and 
governors  in  Israel  w^ere  commanded  to  execute  judgment 
and  justice  upon  the  people  for  their  transgi^essions,  were 
they  commanded  not  to  love  them,  and  not  to  pray  for 
them  ?  When  Mr.  Smyth  in  his  sickness,  tells  his  children, 
as  it  is  in  the  end  of  the  book,  "  that  if  he  live,  he  must 
correct  and  beat  them,  not  because  he  hates  them,  but 
because  he  loves  them,  as  God  did  him,"  doth  he  not 
answer  th el  objection,  and  show  that  those  two  may  well 
stand  together,  as  in  the  private  father,  so  in  the  public 
father,  the  magistrate?  Where  again  it  is  said  that  '' Christ's 
disciples  must  with  him  be  persecuted,  afflicted,  murdered," 
&c.,  and  "  that  by  the  authority  of  the  magistrate  :"  I  do 
answer  :  that  those  things  are  not  simply  necessary  for  all 
persons,  but  as  God  calls  men  unto  them.  And  second, 
both  the  Scriptures,  and  other  stories  do  testify  that  godly 
magistrates  themselves,  have  suffered  these  things  for  the 
Lord  and  his  truth,  and  for  well-doing:  sometimes  the 
inferior  magistrates,  by  the  superior,  and  sometimes  the 
governors  by  the  people  mider  them.  Instances  we  have 
hereof  in  Moses,  David,  Gedaliah,  paniel,  Shadrach, 
Meshach,  and  Abednego,  w4th  Nicodemus,  and  others  many 
more.  Exod.  iii.  11,  U,  15;  Acts  vii.  '25  ;  xvi.  '2,  3;  Numb, 
xiv.  2,  10;  xvi.  1—3;  1  Sam.  xviii.  8,  9,  12;  Dan.  vi.  3; 
iii.  12  ;  John  vii.  52  ;  Tit.  i.  5.  And  much  it  is  that  these 
men  should  acknowledge  that  magistrates  are  to  be  prayed 
for,  and  given  thanks  for,  as  the  Scriptures  teach,  1  Tim.  n 
1,  3,  and  that  their  ordinance  is  of  God,  and  for  the  good 
of  mankind,  Pvom.  xiii.  1,  in  the  works  whereof  they  may 
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please  God,  2  Kings  x.  30  ;  and  in  all  these,  that  it  is  a 
good  and  lawfal  thing,  for  no  unlawful  thing  is  of  God,  nor 
pleaseth  him,  nor  is  to  he  prayed,  or  given  thanks  for,  and 
yet  for  it  should  exclude  them  from  the  church,  as  not 
being  Christ's  disciples.  Doth  any  good  and  lawful  thing 
hinder  a  man  from  being  Christ's  disciple,  unto  w^hom  all 
creatures  and  ordinances  are  sanctified,  and  pure  ?  or  are 
men  to  be  kept  out  of  the  church  for  well-doing  ?  Surely 
even  as  lawfully  as  to  be  received  in  for  evil-doing.  They 
add  "  that  the  magistrate  is  not  to  meddle  with  religion,  or 
matters  of  conscience,  nor  to  compel  men  to  this,  or  that 
form  of  religion,  because  Christ  is  the  King,  and  Lawgiver 
of  the  church  and  conscience."  James  iv.  12.  I  answer 
that  this  indeed  proves  that  he  may  alter,  devise,  or  esta- 
blish nothing  in  religion  otherwise  than  Christ  hath  ap- 
pointed, but  proves  not,  that  he  may  not  use  his  la^^^ul 
power  lawfully  for  the  furtherance  of  Christ's  kingdom  and 
laws.  The  prophet  Isaiah  speaking  of  the  church  of  Christ, 
foretells  "that  kings  shall  be  her  nursing  fathers,  and  queens 
her  nursing  mothers  :"  which  if  they  meddle  not  with  her, 
how  can  they  be?  Isa.  xlix.  23.  And  w^here  these  men  make 
this,  the  magistrate's  only  work,  "  that  justice,  and  ci\dhty 
may  be  presen'ed  amongst  men,"  the  apostle  teacheth 
another  end,  which  is,  *'  that  we  may  lead  a  peaceable  life 
under  them  in  all  godliness."  1  Tmi.  ii.  2.  It  is  true  they 
have  no  power  against  the  laws,  doctrines,  and  religion  of 
Christ :  but  for  the  same,  if  their  power  be  of  God,  they  may 
use  it  lawfully,  and  against  the  contrary^  And  so  it  was  in 
special  foretold  by  John,  that  "  the  kings  of  the  earth  should 
make  the  whore  desolate,  and  naked,  and  eat  her  flesh,  and 
burn  her  with  fire."     Eev.  xvii.  16. 

This  Mr.  HelT\isse  frivolously  interprets  "  of  their  spi- 
ritual weapons,"  which  are  no  other  than  the  si^iritual 
weapons  of  all  other  Christians ;  besides  that  it  is  contrary 
to  the  clear  meaning  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is,  that  these 
kings  should  first  use  their  civil  power  for  the"]>east"and 
"whore,"  and  after  against  them  to  their  destru<]Son. 

To  conclude  this  point  then  ;  both  these  men,  and  Mr. 
H.  especially,  in  his  whole  discourse  about  this  matter, 
labours  of  the  common  disease  of  all  ignorant  men,  in 
pleading  against  the  use  of  the  ordinance  by  the  abuse; 
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which  stands  either  in  prohibiting  anything  which  God 
hath  commanded,  or  in  commanding  anything  which  he 
hath  forbidden  ;  as  indeed  he  hath  whatsoever  he  hath  not 
commanded,  either  expressly  or  by  consequence,  in  his 
religion  and  worship. 

Lastly,  It  is  not  truly  affirmed  "  that  Christians  must 
judge  all  their  causes  of  difference  amongst  themselves, 
and  may  not  go  to  law  before  magistrates,  nor  use  an  oath." 
For  the  first  head  is  alleged  1  Cor.  vi.  1,  7. 

I  answer  that  Paul  doth  not  there  simply  forbid  the 
saints  going  to  law,  but  going  to  law  under  infidels  ;  and 
that  wronging  and  oppressing  one  another,  when  they 
should  rather  have  suffered  wrong,  or  at  least  have  ap- 
pointed some  able  men  for  arbitrators,  to  have  ended  things. 
Which  course,  when  doubtful  differences  of  weight  do  arise, 
the  members  of  the  church  ought  to  take,  and  so  to  rest 
in  their  equal  determinations.  But  what  if  none  of  the 
church  can  sufficiently  judge  of  the  things,  or  settle  them 
in  peace  for  after  posterity  ?  as  it  may  well  come  to  pass, 
in  cases  of  inheritance  especially,  the  matter  may,  and 
ought,  quietly  and  peaceably  to  be  refeiTed  to  the  magis- 
trate's determination.  His  office  being  of  God,  God's 
people  may  have  the  sanctified  use  of  any  lawful  work 
thereof 

Touching  an  oath.  It  is  not  the  meaning  of  our  Saviour, 
Matt.  V.  34,  37,  nor  of  his  apostle  James,  v.  12,  absolutely  to 
forbid  the  use  of  it:  and  to  restrain  all  speech  to  "yea  and 
nay  :"  for  then  Christ  had  broken  his  own  rule  in  his  so 
usual  asseverations  of  "verily,  verily,"  or  "amen,"  which 
are  more  than  bare  "yea  and  nay." 

The  meaning  of  Christ  was  to  free  the  law  fi'om  the  cor- 
rupt gloss  of  the  Pharisees,  who  taught  that  it  was  no 
binding  oath,  in  which  the  name  of  God  was  not  expressly 
mentioned,  but  the  creature's  only ;  as  it  was  both  his  and 
his  apostle's  meaning  to  reprove  needless  swearing  in 
ordinary  communication.  Christ  our  Lord  professeth  of 
himself  "that  he  came  not  to  destroy  the  law,"  or  ten  words, 
"  but  to  fulfil  it,"  Matt.  v.  17 :  and  having  taken  away  the 
curse  thereof  by  his  death,  to  "write  the  same  in  our  hearts," 
that  we  might  also  observ^e  it,  and  so  use  God's  name  holily 
as  a  pai-t  thereof.     Jer.  xxxi.  32  ;  Heb.  viii.  10.     We  read 
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how  God  himself  swore  sundry  times  for  man's  confirma- 
tion and  assurance.  And  is  any  man  either  more  holy,  or 
better  to  be  trusted  than  he,  that  an  oath  should  be  either 
unholy  or  grievous  to  him  ?  We  have  also  for  our  warrant 
the  examples  of  the  holy  patriarchs  and  prophets,  Abraham, 
Isaac,  Jacob,  and  the  rest,  sometimes  giving  unto  others, 
and  sometimes  taking  oaths  of  them,  which  being  done 
religiously,  was  also  a  part  of,  and  sundiy  times  put  for  the 
whole  solemn  worship  of  God ;  and  the  same,  not  cere- 
monial and  shadowish,  but  moral  and  eternal.  Isa.  xlv.  23 ; 
Jer.  xii.  16;  Psa.  Ixiii.  11.  And  since  strifes  will  always 
be  amongst  men,  and  those  many  times  such,  as  in  which 
no  sufficient  testimony  by  men,  or  other  proof,  can  be  had, 
an  oath,  wherein  God  is  called  to  witness  the  tmth,  and 
to  avenge  the  contrary,  is  always  of  use:  which  the  apostle 
directly  teacheth,  Heb.  vi.  10,  '^  An  oath  for  confirmation 
is  unto  men  an  end  of  all  doubts."  The  la\^fulness  where- 
of the  same  apostle  doth  plainly  confirm,  b}-  his  own  prac- 
tice, "  taking  God  for  his  witness,"  Kom.  i.  9,  and  again, 
"taking  God  for  a  record  upon  his  soul,"  that  is  to  be 
revenged  upon  him  therein,  that  he  ''lied  not"  unto  them. 
2  Cor.  i.  13. 

And  thus  much  for  this  conclusion,  wherewith  I  will  also 
conclude  the  book ;  entreating  of  God  through  Christ,  that 
all  who  seek  his  truth  in  sincerity,  that  in  the  knowledge 
and  obedience  thereof,  they  may  please  him,  may  both  find 
the  same,  and  Avith  myself,  mercy  and  forgiveness  in  all 
our  errors  and  failings  of  this  life,  which  how  many  they 
are  no  man  knoweth,  nor  can  know,  while  he  knowetli  but 
in  part,  as  all  men  but  do,  whilst  they  live  in  this  world 
and  are  absent  from  the  Lord. 
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The  Eev.  John  Yates,  B.D.,  was  Fellow  of  Emanuel 
College,  Cambridge,  and  subsequently  minister  of  St. 
Andrews,  Norwich,  He  was  a  Puritan,  distinguished  for 
his  piety  and  abilities,  and  for  whom  Mr.  Eobinson  enter- 
tained great  respect.  He  wrote  a  treatise  against  "  Per- 
sons Prophesying  out  of  Office,"  or,  what  in  modern  times 
is  designated  "Lay-preaching."  The  arguments  of  Mr.  Yates 
were  copied  out,  and,  when  duly  attested,  were  fonvarded 
to  Mr.  Eobinson,  at  Leyden,  by  a  person  whom  he  desig- 
nates by  the  initials  TV.  E.*  On  reading  them,  the  solici- 
tudes of  the  expatriated  minister  of  Nonvich  were  revived, 
and  he  resolved  on  publishing,  for  the  benefit  of  his  former 
friends  in  that  city,  a  Defence  both  of  Lay-preaching  in 
general,  as  a  substitute  for  official  ministrations  when  such 
could  not  be  obtained,  and  of  the  practice  which  was  not 
uncommon  among  the  early  Independents,  of  allowing  any 
gifted  brother  who  felt  disposed,  to  arise  and  speak  at  the 
close  of  the  minister's  discourse. 

The  "People's  Plea"  contains  this  Defence,  and  con- 
sists, first,  of  a  summary  of  Mr.  Yates'  arguments,  seriatim ; 

*  Supposed  to  be  William  Eiiriiig,  author  of  "An  Answer  to  the 
Ten  Counter-Demands  propounded  by  T.  Drakes,  Preacher  of  the 
Word  at  H.  and  D.,  in  the  County  of  Essex.  Printed  in  the  year 
1619.  Of  the  history  of  Mr.  Euring,  nothing  further  is  kno-s^ii.  He 
appears  to  have  been  a  pious,  excellent  man,  zealous  for  the  truth. 
He  speaks  of  liimself  in  liis  Preface  with  diffidence,  and  entreats  Ms 
readers  to  beai'  with  liis  *' -s^ischollership,"  as  he  "had  not  been 
brought  up  among  the  Muses  but  Mariners." 
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secondly,  of  Mr.  Eobinson's  reply  to  each  argument ;  and, 
thirdly,  of  a  general  view  of  the  whole  subject,  confirming, 
illustrating,  and  amplifying  the  arguments  already  ad- 
duced. 

Lay-preaching  has  long  been  a  controverted  subject 
among  various  parties.  The  Congregationalists  them- 
selves have  not  always  been  agreed  respecting  its  vahdity 
and  expediency.  Generally,  however,  it  has  been  allowed 
and  encouraged  by  them,  as  a  means  of  supplying  the  lack 
of  ministerial  service. 

Mr.  Hanbuiy*  has  given  an  extended  list  of  works  on 
the  subject,  which  were  published  shortly  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Piobinson. 

*    Vide  Historical  Memorials,  vol.  i.  pages  356,  357. 


Hosted  by  Google 


PREFACE. 


To  my  Christian  Friends  in  Noruich  and  there  ah  outs,  Grace 
and  Salvation  from  the  God  and  Giver  thereof. 

That  loving  and  thankful  remembrance  in  which  I 
always  have  you,  my  Christian  friends,  provoketh  me  as 
continually  to  commend  unto  God  yom-  welfare,  so  to  re- 
joice greatly  when  I  miderstand  thereof,  and  especially 
that  your  souls  do  prosjDcr.  And  as  the  prosperity  of  the 
soul  is  principally  furthered  by  the  zealous  preaching  of 
the  gospel,  so  hath  it  been  matter  of  unfeigned  rejoicing 
unto  me,  to  hear  how  God  hath  of  late  stirred  up  amongst 
you  divers  instruments,  whose  zealous  endeavours  he  hath 
used  that  way,  and  covering  in  mercy  what  is  evil  of 
ignorance  and  infirmity  on  their  parts  (I  hope)  in  their 
entrance  and  ministrations,  doth  bless  what  is  of  himself 
to  the  good  of  his  chosen.  But,  as  it  falleth  out  in  nature 
that  the  pure  waters  di-aw  off  the  tainture  of  the  soil 
through  which  they  run,  so  with  you,  it  seems,  the  pure 
truths  of  the  gospel  have  suffered  by  some,  too  gi'eat 
mixture  with  sundiy  popish  errors  about  the  church  and 
ministry,  in  and  by  which,  they  are  propounded :  and  this 
more  especially  by  ]\Ir.  Yates,  a  man  of  good  gifts  in  him- 
self, and  note  amongst  you;  pleading  the  cause  of  the 
whore  of  Babylon,  the  Church  of  Eome,  as  Christ's  wife; 
and  of  Antichrist's  clerg}%  as  of  Christ's  ministiw.  And 
as  this  clergy's  exhortation  is  not  a  little  furthered  by  usur- 
pation on  the  people's  liberty,  which  it  swalloweth  up,  and 
thereby  swelleth  above  proportioii,  so  in  all  his  pleading 
for  the  one,  he  doth  necessarily  implead  the  other;   and  as 
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in  other  things,  so  especially  in  the  exercise  of  prophecy, 
or  teaching  in  the  church  by  an  ordinaiy  gift;  in  which 
every  one  that  is  able,  bringeth  his  shot  (reckoning,  share) 
in  due  time  and  order,  for  a  joint  feast  of  that  heavenly 
repast,  the  Word  of  God. 

The  arguments  in  his  wTiting,  (sent  unto  me  by  W.  E., 
with  his  consent,  and  that,  before  the  magistrate,)  I  have 
set  down  word  for  word,  and  answered,  and  therewith  con- 
firmed what  I  have  elsewhere  published,-  in  justification 
of  this  exercise  against  his  exceptions  and  answers,  which 
being  scattered,  here  and  there,  in  his  large  discourse  and 
divers  of  them  divers  times  repeated,  I  have  collected,  con- 
tracted, and  set  in  orderly  opposition  to  their  contrary 
arguments ;  and  that  without  any  the  least  wrong  (to  my 
knowledge)  unto  him  or  his  cause  ;  as,  having  left  out 
nothing  in  his  wanting,  w^hich  might  seem  to  bring  advan- 
tage to  his  pm-pose. 

Now  if  any  shall  ask  me  why  I  have  not  rather  answered 
Mr.  Hall's  large  and  learned  volume  against  me,f  and  the 
general  cause  which  I  profess,  my  reasons  are,  —  First, 
Because  it  is  a  large  volume  so  full  farced  by  him,  as  it 
seems,  that  he  might  prevent  further  answer.  Secondly, 
His  treatise  is  as  much  (and  more  immediately)  against 
the  Ptefoi-mists,  and  their  cause  in  the  main,  as  against  us 
and  ours.  Thirdly,  The  truth  require th  not  that  persons 
but  things  be  answered ;  and  things  in  it  know  I  none,  not 
answered  in  my  defence  |  against  Mr.  Bernard.  Lastly, 
I  do  put  as  great  difference  between  him  and  Mr.  Yates,  as 
between  a  word-wise  orator,  both  labouring  more,  and 
being  better  able  to  feed  his  reader  with  the  leaves  of 
words,  and  flowers  of  rhetoric,  than  witli  the  fruits  of 
knowledge,  as  also  striving  rather  to  oppress  the  person 
of  his  adversary  with  false  and  proud  reproaches,  than  to 
convince  his  tenet  by  soimd  arguments :  and  between  a 
man  sincerely  zealous  for  the  truth,  and  by  his  simple  and 
solid  dealing  by  the  Scriptures,  as  Mr.  Yates  doth,  giving 
testimony  of  his  unfeigned  love  thereof.     Which  tnith  my 

*    Vide  vol.  ii.     A  Justification  of  Separation,  pages  246 — 2-51. 
t  A  Common  Apology  of  the  Church  of  England,  &c.  &c,,  by  J.  H. 
(Bishop  Hall),  1610.   Vol.  ix.  pages  375—480.  Pratt's  Edition,  1808. 
:j:   Vide  vol.  ii.     A  Justification  of  Separation,  &c. 
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prayer  to  God  is,  that  he,  with  myself,  and  all  others  so 
seeking  it,  may  find,  and  therein  accord  in  all  things. 

And  for  you,  my  Christian  friends,  towards  w^hom,  for 
yom*  persons  I  am  minded,  even  as  when  I  lived  with  you, 
be  you  admonished  by  me  (which  I  also  entreat  at  the 
hands  of  the  Lord  on  your  behalf)  that  you  carefuUy  be- 
ware, lest  in  anything  you  fall  from  your  steadfastness; 
but  on  the  contrarj^  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge 
and  obedience  of  the  Lord  Jesus  in  his  whole  revealed 
will.     And  let  me  the  more  earnestly  exhort  you  hereunto, 
by  how  much  the  contrary  e^il  is  the  more  both  dangerous 
and  common.     A  man  may  fall  foi-ward,  and  in  so  doing 
endanger  his  hands  and  face;  but  in  falling  bacla\'ard,  the 
danger  is  far  greater,  as  we  see  in  old  Eli,  of  whom  we  read, 
that  he  fell  backwards  and  his  neck  brake  and  he  died. 
1  Sam.  iv.  18.     And  how  common  a  thing  is  it  for  men 
amongst  you  and  the  whole  land  throughout,  in  theu'  de- 
clining age  to  decline  in  grace,  woeful  experience  teacheth; 
there  being  few  old  disciples  to  be  found,  who  in  theu'  age 
do  hold  the  same  temper  of  zeal  and  goodness,  which  they 
had  upon  them  in  then'  younger  times;    this  being  one 
main  reason  thereof, — That  the  means  amongst  you  are  far 
more  for  conversion  than  preseiwation;  and  lor  birth  than 
nourishment:  whereas  they  (by  the  Lord's  gracious  dis- 
pensation in  the  orderly  state  of  things)  who  ai'e  planted 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  in  the  comts  of  om-  God,  shall 
flourish,  yea,  shall  sprout  in  old  age,  and  are  fat  and  green, 
to  show  that  the  Lord  is  just  and  with  him  is  none  un- 
righteousness. Psa.  xcii.  13 — 15.     Of  this  grace,  he  Avho  is 
the  author  and  finisher  of  om'  faith,  make  both  you  and  us 
partakers  always.     Amen. 
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AN    ANSWER 

TO  THE 

AEGUMENTS  LAID  DOWN  BY  ME.  JOHN  YATES, 

PREACHER   IN   KOR^TICH, 

TO  PROVE  ORDINARY  PROPHECY  IN  PUBLIC,  OUT  OF  OFFICE, 
UNLAWFUL ; 

ANSWEEED  BY  JOHN  EOBINSOli. 


Argument  First. — Mr.  J.  Yates. 

"From  the  commission  of  Christ,  John  xx.  21 — 23,  all 
prophecy  in  public  is  to  remit  and  retain  sins ;  and  Christ 
grants  this  power  to  none  but  such  as  he  sends,  ver.  21, 
and  ordains  thereunto,  ver.  22.  But  men  out  of  office  are 
neither  sent  nor  ordained  thereunto,  therefore  in  public 
ought  not  to  meddle  with  the  power  of  the  keys.  I  know 
the  exception  will  be  this,  that  many  out  of  office  have 
prophesied,  the  Scriptm^es  approving  it.  I  answer,  an  ordi- 
naiy  rule  is  never  infringed  by  an  extraordinary  example, 
but  ever  by  an  ordinary.  To  many  my  sister  is  incest, 
yet  in  Cain  it  was  no  incest,  because  the  example  was  ex- 
traordinary. I  may  not  steal;  and  yet  it  was  lawful  for 
the  Jews  to  rob  the  Eg}^ptians,  because  that  was  God's 
extraordinary  permission.  Extraordinary  examples,  as  they 
make  no  rules,  so  they  break  none;  but  ordinary  examples 
must  ever  follow  the  iTile;  and  if  they  do  not,  they  break 
it.  Christ  therefore  laying  &ovm  a  perpetual  rule  of  bind- 
ing and  loosing  to  all  such  as  are  sent  and  ordained,  either 
by  himself  immediately  or  by  such  as  he  shall  appoint 
thereunto,  it  must  necessarily  follow  that  any  ordinary  ex- 
ample will  break  this  inile,  if  it  be  not  framed  accordingly; 
therefore,  I  constantly  affirm  that  no  ordinaiy  prophecy 
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ought  to  be  out  of  office.  As  for  extraordinarj^  that  can- 
not oppose  this  rule,  because  it  is  of  another  nature,  and 
therefore  is  not  to  be  limited  within  the  compass  of  an 
ordinary  rule.  Secondly,  I  answer,  that  all  the  prophecies 
out  of  office  were  by  the  secret  motion  of  the  Spirit,  which 
was  warrant  for  all  such  as  had  no  calling,  by  office,  there- 
unto." 

Answer. 

That  all  prophecy  in  public  (and  in  private  also)  is  for 
the  remitting  and  retaining  of  sins  I  acknowledge:  but 
that  Christ  grants  this  power  to  none  but  to  such  as  he 
sends  and  ordams  by  the  commission  given,  John  xx.  21, 
&c.,  I  plainly  deny,  and  require  his  proof.  He  should  then 
grant  it  to  none  but  to  apostles;  for  the  commission  there 
given  is  peculiar  to  such,  conveyed  to  them  immediately 
from  Christ,  confirmed  by  the  miraculous  in-breathing  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  by  them  to  be  exercised  and  dispensed 
principally  towards  unbelievers;  of  all  which,  nothing  is 
common  to  ordinarv'  officers.  As  Christ  then  gives  power 
of  binding  and  loosing  sins  to  the  a230stles  there,  so  else- 
where to  ordinaiy  pastors.  Eph.  iv.  8 — 12.  Elsewhere  to  the 
whole  church  gathered  together  in  one,  Matt.  x\dii.  17,  18; 
1  Cor.  V.  4 ;  2  Cor.  ii.  6 — 10 ;  and  lastly,  in  other  places,  to 
every  faithful  brother,  confessing  Jesus  Chi'ist.  Matt.  xvi. 
18,  19,  and  chap,  xviii.  15;  Luke  xvii.  3.  And  since  the 
power  of  binding  and  loosing  sins  is  only  by  way  of  mani- 
festation and  declaration  of  the  Word  of  God,  the  law, 
and  the  gospel;  look  unto  whom  the  Word  of  God  is  given, 
unto  him  the  power  of  binding  and  loosing  sins  is  given, 
though  to  be  used  by  divers  states  of  persons  after  a  diverse 
order,  which  order  doth,  in  no  sort,  abolish  the  being  of  the 
thing,  but  only  preserves  it  from  confusion. 

And  where  he  takes  it  for  granted  that  the  examples  for 
prophesying  out  of  office,  in  the  Scriptures,  were  extra- 
ordinary, as  Cain's  man^'ing  his  sister,  and  the  Jews'  (the 
Israelites  he  should  say^')  stealing  from  the  Egj^tians, 
his  comparisons  are  without  compass,  and  his  affirmation 

*  The  descendants  of  Abraham  were  not  generally  called  "  Jews" 
till  after  the  return  from  the  Babylonish  CaptiA-ity,  Cahnet's  Dic- 
tionary of  the  Holy  Bible,  Art,  "  Jews." 

VOL.  III.  U 
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-without  truth.  These  their  practices  were  against  the 
lio-ht  of  nature,  and  moral  law,  then  written  in  the  tables 
of  men's  hearts,  and  afterwards  wiitten  in  the  tables  of 
stone,  save  as  there  was  an  extraordinary  dispensation  by 
the  Lord  of  the  law,  and  God  of  nature.  But  what  like 
is  there  in  this  that  a  man,  out  of  office,  having  received  a 
gift  of  God  (whether  extraordinary  or  ordinary)  by  which 
he  is  enabled  to  prophesy,  that  is  to  speak  to  edification, 
exhortation,  and  comfort  of  the  church,  should  so  use  the 
same  good  gift  of  God,  in  his  time  and  order?  What 
eclipse  is  here  of  the  light  of  nature,  or  violation  of  natural 
honesty?  If  Mr.  Yates  had  remembered  the  law  which 
forbade  men  to  plough  with  an  ox  and  ass  together,  Dent, 
xxii.  10,  he  would  not  thus  have  yoked  together  things  of 
so  unlike  kind. 

And  for  the  secret  motion  of  the  Spirit  by  which,  in  his 
second  answer  he  affirmeth  "that  all  prophecies  out  of  office 
were,"  he  speaketh  both  that  which  is  true  and  against 
himself.  For  what  were  these  secret  motions  of  the  Spirit, 
but  the  prophets'  zeal  for  God's  glory,  and  man's  good? 
which  also  were  sufficient  on  their  part,  for  the  use  of  the 
gift,  whether  ordinary  or  extraordinary;  whether  in  men,  in 
office  or  out  of  office,  it  was  not  material.  So  that  for  the 
use  even  of  an  extraordinary  gift  there  vs^as  required^  (at 
least  at  all  times)  no  extraordinary  motion  of  the  Spirit, 
but  only  that  which  was,  and  is,  ordinary  to  them  and  us. 
God  therefore  for  his  own  glory,  and  the  good  of  his 
people,  giving  the  gift,  whether  extraordinarily  or  ordi- 
narily unto  a  man,  he  hath  warrant  sufficient  from  his  zeal 
to  God's  glory,  and  man's  salvation,  to  use  the  same  gift 
in  his  time,  place,  and  order.     Of  which  hereafter. 

Mr\  Yates.  Argument  Second. 
"  From  the  execution  of  a  public  function  in  the  church. 
Prophecy  ordinary,  is  by  preaching  to  bring  the  glad  tid- 
ings of  peace  and  good  things  to  God's  people;  and  ^ this 
the  apostle  says  is  not  warrantable  without  sending.  Eom. 
x.  15.  We  must  feed  the  flock  because  Ave  are  set  over  it, 
Acts  XX.  20;  to  prophesy  to  God's  people  is  an  honourable 
calling,  and  none  ought  to  take  it  upon  him  but  he  that  is 
called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron.     Heb.  v.  4.     The  place  of 
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Judas  is  called  a  charge.  Acts  i.  20;  the  ministers  are  the 
light  of  the  world.  Matt.  v.  14.  Stars  in  the  right  hand  of 
Christ.  Eev.  i.  20.  John  was  a  man  sent  from  God.  John 
i.  6.  Christ  sent  his  apostles  in  the  midst  of  wolves.  Matt. 
X.  16.  I  have  not  sent  these  prophets,  saith  the  Lord,  and 
yet  they  ran.  Jer.  xxiii.  21.  As  many  as  found  not  their 
genealogy  to  be  from  Levi  (from  Aaron  he  should  say)  were 
put  from  the  priesthood.  Neh.  vii.  64.  All^  these  places 
keep  us  to  an  ordinary  rule,  and  for  all  ordinary  prophesy- 
ing there  can  be  no  exception  from  it,  without  an  open 
breach  thereof;  as  for  all  your  places  of  prophesying  out 
of  office,  they  are  all  of  them  to  be  understood  of  the  extra- 
ordinary; which  cannot  be  tied  to  ordinary  rules.  For  so 
we  should  abridge  God  of  his  liberty:  but  we  must  beware 
of  imitation,  lest  we  become  licentious." 

Answer. 

Here  is  a  long  harvest  for  a  small  crop.  All  that  can 
be  gathered  hence,  either  by  reaping  or  gleaning,  is  no 
more,  than  that  no  man  may  exercise  a  public  function,  or 
office  of  ministry  in  the  church,  without  a  lawful  sending 
or  calling  from  the  Lord,  by  the  means  which  he  has  sanc- 
tified, which,  as  it  concerneth  Mr.  Yates  well  to  consider 
of,  especially  reckoning,  as  he  professedly  doth,  his  gene- 
alogy from  the  Pope  of  Rome  ;  so  doth  it  not  impeach 
our  prophets  at  all,  wlio  have  a  lawful  calling  for  the  use 
of  their  gift,  though  not  so  solemn,  neither  need  they,  as 
they  who  are  to  exercise  and  fulfil  a  constant  ministry  and 
charge.  But  for  the  word  "  sending,"  which  he  so  much 
urgeth,  it  must  be  known,  that  as  all  that  teach  lawfully, 
whether  in  office  or  not,  are  sent  by  Christ  in  respect  of 
their  personal  gifts  and  graces,  so  ordinary  officers  are  not 
sent  by  those  who  appoint  them  to  minister,  as  were  the 
extraordinary  apostles  sent  by  Christ,  who  appointed 
them.  Sending  importeth  a  passing  of  the  sent  from  the 
sender  to  another ;  and  so  the  apostles  were  sent  by 
Christ  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  Jews  and  Gentiles  ;  but 
so  are  not  pastors  sent  by  the  church,  which  calleth  them, 
unto  others,  but  by  her  appointed  to  minister  unto  her- 
self. They  who  were,  in  their  time,  apostles,  were  first 
called  in  their  persons  by  Christ  to  be  his  disciples,  that 


Hosted  by  Google 


292  THE  people's  plea 

as  apostles  afterwards  they  might  be  sent  to  minister  : 
they  who  are  pastors,  are  sent  by  Christ,  first  as  members, 
or  in  their  persons  and  personal  gifts,  that  as  pastors  they 
may  afterwards  be  called  to  minister.  And  that  Mr.  Yates 
may  have  for  the  calling  of  our  prophets,  whereon  to  in- 
sist, thus  we  practise.  After  the  exercise  of  the  public 
ministry  ended,  the  rulers  in  the  church  do  publicly 
exhort,  and  require  that  such  of  their  own  or  other  church, 
as  have  a  gift  to  speak  to  the  edification  of  the  hearers, 
should  use  the  same  ;  and  this,  according  to  that  which 
is  written.  Acts  xiii.  14,  &c.,  where  Paul  and  Barnabas 
coming  into  the  synagogue,  the  rulers,  after  the  work  of 
the  ordinary  ministry  was  ended  (considering  them  not  as 
apostles,  which  they  acknowledged  not,  but  only  as  men 
having  gifts)  sent  unto  them,  that  if  they  had  any  word 
of  exhortation  to  the  people,  they  should  say  on. 

Mr.  Yates.     Argument  Third. 

"  From  the  true  causes  of  prophecy  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, which  are  two,  either  immediate  revelation,  or  im- 
position of  hands  ;  the  first  is  Acts  ii.  17,  and  x.  44  ;  the 
second,  Acts  viii.  J  7,  and  xix.  6.  A  third  cause  of  pubUc 
prophecy  cannot  be  given  ;  therefore,  ordinary  prophecy 
in  public,  out  of  office,  being  neither  by  immediate  revela- 
tion, nor  imposition  of  hands  is  unlawful.  You  may  say 
the  contrary,  but  it  will  be  without  all  warrant  of  the 
Word." 

Answer. 

In  this  argument  are  sundry  errors,  logical  and  theo- 
logical. And  first,  Why  doth  he  not  make  Christ's  breath- 
ing upon  the  apostles,  John  xx.  22,  and  the  descending 
and  sitting  of  the  cloven  fiery  tongues  upon  them,  Acts 
ii.  3,  4,  causes  of  prophecy,  as  well  as  imposition  of 
hands?  Secondly,  Imposition  of  hands  is  no  cause  at 
all  of  prophecy,  to  speak  properly,  as  Mr.  Yates  should 
do,  affecting  the  name  of  a  logician.  It  is  no  natural 
cause;  for  to  imagine  that  men  took  the  Holy  Ghost  in 
their  hands  and  reached  it  to  others,  were  ridiculous  ; 
neither  is  it  a  moral  cause,  as  in  it  there  are  pro- 
pounded no  arguments  and  motives  of  persuasion.     It  is. 
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indeed,  no  more  than  a  sign  denoting  the  person,  not  a 
cause  effecting  the  thing.  Thirdly,  If  it  were  a  cause, 
yet  should  it  not  he  made  the  member  of  a  division  op- 
posed to  revelation,  but  a  cause  or  means  subordinate 
unto  it,  as  unto  the  end ;  since  it  served  to  the  conveying 
of  the  Spirit,  by  which  Spirit  all  revelation  is,  and  by 
revelation,  all  prophecy — extraordinary  by  immediate  re- 
velation, ordinary  by  mediate — both  which,  then,  were  in 
the  church,  as  is  the  latter  now,  even  in  men  out  of  office, 
by  means  of  their  study,  and  God's  blessing  upon  the 
same,  else  could  there  never  be  lawful  office,  pastor  or 
teacher  chosen  in  the  church  to  the  world's  end.  The 
gift  of  prophecy  comes  not  by  the  office,  but  being  found 
in  persons  before,  makes  them  capable  of  the  office  by  due 
means. 

Mr.  Yates.     Argument  Fourth. 

"  From  distinction  of  spiritual  gifts,  administrations, 
and  operations.  1  Cor.  xii.  4 — 6.  x4.ll  these  are  to  be 
referred  to  that  general,  ver.  1.  Gifts,  therefore,  in  this 
place  must  be  but  one  kind  of  spiritual  gifts,  and  be 
distinguished  from  the  other  two.  The  first,  then,  are 
merely  gifts  ;  the  second,  gifts  and  offices  together ;  the 
third,  rather  the  effect  of  a  gift,  than  the  gift  itself;  and, 
therefore,  the  Holy  Ghost  knowing  how  to  speak  aptly, 
gives  more  to  the  effect,  than  the  cause  ;  the  work,  than 
the  worker  ;  for,  in  truth,  miraculous  works  exceed  all  the 
virtue  that  possibly  can  be  imagined  to  be  in  a  mere  crea- 
ture ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  only  a  passive  belief,  or  faith, 
Avhereby  man  is  rather  a  patient  than  an  agent  in  the 
work.  These  three  general  heads  are  di\Tided  again,  or 
rather  exemplilied  by  many  particulars.  First,  ver.  8 — 
10,  all  lay  down  a  kind  of  spiritual  gifts;  1,  a  w^ord  of 
wisdom  ;  2,  a  word  of  knowledge  ;  3,  of  miraculous  faith  : 
4,  of  healing;  5,  operations  of  gTeat  works;  6,  prophesy- 
ing;  7,  discerning  of  spirits;  8,  of  tongues  ;  9,  of  in- 
terpretation. That  some  of  these  gifts  are  extraordinaiy, 
no  wise  man  wall  deny ;  yet  that  I  may  prove  them  all 
extraordinary,  consider  three  things :  First,  the  cause ;  se- 
condly, the  effect ;  thirdly,  the  subject.  The  cause  with- 
out all  doubt  is  the   Spirit ;  yet  question  may  be  of  the 
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manner  and  measure.  For  manner,  whether  the  Spmt 
alone,  or  the  Sphit  assisting  our  industry  and  pains.  I 
say  alone,  because  all  these  effects  depend  equally  upon 
the  same  cause  ;  and  I  have  no  reason  to  say,  that  pro- 
phecy should  be  more  by  my  pains  and  industiy,  than 
strange  tongues,  or  any  other  gifts  :  for  then  I  should 
magnify  the  Holy  Ghost  in  one  gift  more  than  another. 
That  which  is  given  by  the  sole  operation  of  the  Spirit  is 
more  than  that  which  is  come  by,  through  ordinary  pains. 
I  bless  God  for  his  ordinary  providence,  where  my  hand 
goes  with  the  Lord  in  any  ordinary  affairs.  But  wherein 
I  find  the  Lord  do  for  me  where  I  had  no  hand,  there  I 
ought  to  magnify  him  much  more.  So  in  these  gifts,  if 
some  were  ordinary,  some  extraordinary,  then  the  Sj)irit 
should  not  have  equal  praise  in  them  all.  The  orator, 
proving  Cfesar  to  deserve  more  praise  for  his  clemency 
towards  Marcellus,  than  all  his  famous  victories,  useth  the 
manner  of  the  cause  to  show  it.  '  In  thy  wars,  0  em- 
peror !  thou  hadst  captains  and  soldiers,  virtue  and 
valour,  weapons  and  munition,  &c. ;  but  sparing  Marcellus 
thou  alone  didst  it,  to  thee  alone  it  belongs,  and  all  the 
glory  of  it.'  So,  if  prophecy  in  this  i^lace,  above  all  the 
rest,  must  come  in  for  an  ordinary  gift,  then  may  I  say, 
*  0  blessed  Spirit,  prophecy  is  thy  gift !  yet  do  I  acknow^- 
ledge  thy  ordinary  blessing  upon  my  labours  in  this  ;  but 
as  for  strange  tongues  and  the  rest,  I  acknowledge  they 
are  thy  mere  gifts,  without  all  joain  and  labour  of  mine ; 
therefore  the  greater  praise  I  give  thee.'  Were  not  this 
to  diminish  prophecy  in  regard  of  the  rest,  which  the  Ploly 
Ghost  prefers  before  them  all?  and,  therefore,  did  show  as 
great  power  in  that  gift  as  in  any  other.  The  manner, 
then,  being  all  one  in  giving,  the  second  question  is,  whe- 
ther they  were  given  in  the  same  measure.  I  answer, 
No.  Kom.  xii.  6.  And,  hereupon,  the  apostle  commanded 
that  one  prophet  should  be  subject  to  another,  and  wil- 
lingly yield  place  to  him,  that  had  the  greater  measure. 
I  leave  the  cause,  and  come  to  the  effects,  w^hich  learned 
men  cannot  distinguish.  I  will  show  you  my  judgment, 
and  follow  it  as  you  please.  To  the  two  first  gifts  is  given 
a  word,  by  words  we  express  our  meanings,  therefore, 
the   Spirit  doth  not  only  give  a  gift,  but  an  ability  and 
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power  to  titter  that  gift  for  the  greatest  good  of  the 
hearers.  Brother,  it  is  the  part  of  a  divine,  to  study  for 
apt  and  fit  words ;  and,  indeed,  when  God  hath  given  us 
learning  by  exceeding  great  pains,  yet  we  find  great  im- 
perfection for  want  of  words.  Now,  here  I  learn  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  did  extraordinarily  supply  this  want,  by 
giving  unto  men  excellent  utterance  of  heavenly  things. 
The  first  two  gifts  are  wisdom  and  knowledge  ;  wisdom  is 
a  holy  understanding  of  heavenly  things,  with  a  prudent 
application  of  them  to  their  several  uses.  Knowledge,  or 
science,  is  an  insight  into  divers  heavenly  truths,  yet 
wanting  that  prudent  application ;  these  two  gifts  with  a 
fruitful  utterance  of  them,  could  be  no  ordinary  gifts 
studied  out  by  their  own  pains,  but  such  as  the  Holy 
Ghost  did  immediately  inspire  into  them.  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  hear  that  your  congregations  were  full  of 
these  wise  and  iniderstanding  men,  then  I  doubt  not  but 
you  would  the  sooner  recal  yourselves.  The  three  next 
gifts  of  faith,  healing,  and  great  works,  are  undoubtedly 
extraordinary,  and  were  never  to  be  obtained  by  any  study 
of  ours.  For  the  four  last,  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  grant 
three  of  them  extraordinary.  Discerning  of  spirits  was  not 
by  ordinaiy  means,  but  extraordinaiy,  as  you  may  see  in 
Ananias  and  Sapphira,  Simon  Magais,  and  others,  which 
were  seen  by  an  extraordinary  spirit.  For  strange  tongues, 
I  hope  you  will  not  stand  in  granting  it,  if  you  consider 
but  the  first  original  of  them,  Acts  ii.  2 — 4,  and  for  in- 
terpretation of  these  tongues,  that  was  as  difiicult  as  the 
other :  why  should  you  now  stick  at  prophecy,  which  I  will 
plainly  show  is  more  difficult  than  both  the  rest?  For  how 
should  either  you,  or  I  come  to  be  able  to  proj^hesy,  except 
there  were  some  skilful  in  the  original  tongues,  as  likewise 
the  helps  of  commentaries  and  interpretations  ?  You  see 
God  appointed  these  as  means  to  help  us  to  prophesy; 
and  where  they  are  wanting,  it  is  simply  impossible  for  any 
man  to  become  an  ordinary  prophet.  Indeed,  the  Holy 
Ghost  can  supply  the  want  of  both  these,  and  therefore 
will  you,  nill  you,  it  must  be  granted  that  this  prophecy 
was  extraordinary.  For  take  away  the  ordinary  means  of 
prophecy,  and  then  the  thing  itself  will  cease.  "  Now,  you 
may  plainly  understand  that  the  primitive  church  had  not 


Hosted  by  Google 


296  THE  people's  plea 

these  means  of  prophecy,  that  you  see  we  have  :  they  had 
not  the  original  tongues  translated,  and  therefore  God 
gave  men  extraordinary  gifts  in  speaking  and  interpreting 
them.  See,  then,  I  intreat  you,  how  these  two  means 
being  extraordinary,  enforce  you  to  yield  the  other  of  the 
same  nature.  Were  it  j)ossible  for  you  to  become  a  pro- 
phet, wanting  the  translation  of  the  New  and  Old  Testa- 
ment, as  likewise  all  interpretations  with  which,  now, 
through  God's  blessing  the  whole  work  is  replenished? 
I  know  you  will  answer,  and  say  No  ;  then  say,  prophecy 
in  the  primitive  church  was  extraordinary,  because  the 
Gentiles  had  not  ordinary  translations  and  interpreta- 
tions of  them." 

Answer. 
If  I  should  follow  Mr.  Yates  in  his  course,  I  should 
rather  wTite  one  sermon  against  another,  than  bring  an 
answer  to  an  argument.  Briefly  then  as  I  can,  omitting 
other  things  to  that  which  concerns  directly  our  present 
purpose ;  his  affirmation  that  the  gifts  mentioned,  1  Cor. 
xii.,  are  only  extraordinary,  I  do  deny  and  answer  his 
reasons  as  followeth,  and,  First :  that,  contrary  to  his  un- 
reasonable reason,  we  both  may  and  ought  to  magnify  the 
Holy  Ghost  more  in  one  gift  than  another,  since  the  same 
Holy  Ghost  worketh  more  excellently  and  for  our  good  in 
one  gift  than  in  another.  Secondly  :  as  a  further  truth 
and  more  contrary  to  his  strange  assertion,  that  in  some 
works  of  the  Spirit,  though  not  here  expressed,  in  which 
the  Lord  useth  our  industry  and  care,  he  is  infinitely 
more  to  be  magnified,  than  in  any  whatsoever,  the  imme- 
diate and  miraculous  work  of  the  same  Spirit,  wherein  he 
useth  it  not;  for  example,  in  saving  faith  and  repent- 
ance :  for  the  workmg  of  which  by  his  Spirit,  God  useth 
our  careful  hearing  and  meditation  of  his  Word,  the  law 
and  gospel.  Thirdly :  compare  we  even  extraordinary 
gifts  with  extraordinary;  we  see  that  God  used  the  in- 
dustry, and  pains  of  the  extraordinary  prophets,  for  the 
reading  and  meditating  in  and  of  the  law,  Dan.  ix.  13, 
and  of  the  latter  prophets,  of  the  former  prophets'  writings. 
Dan.  ix.  2.  As  also  of  the  apostles  in  the  reading,  know- 
ledge and  memory  of  them  both ;    yea,  even  of  the  very 
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heathen  authors  whose  sayings  they  sometimes  quote  in 
their  prophecies  or  sermons,  Acts  xvii.  28 ;  Eom.  iv. 
3—10;  1  Cor.  xv.  33;  Tit.  i.  12;  2  Tim.  iv.  13;  the 
Hke  industry  or  care  not  being  required  for  the  gift,  or  use 
of  strange  tongues,  and  yet  did  the  Holy  Ghost  much 
more  excellently  utter  itself  in  their  prophecies  and  ser- 
mons, than  in  their  tongues,  as  Mr.  Yates  oft  and  truly 
affirmeth. 

Upon  ver.  8  he  rightly  describeth  wisdom,  "  a  holy 
understanding  of  heavenly  things,  with  a  prudent  applica- 
tion of  them  to  their  several  uses  and  knovv- ledge  ;  an  in- 
sight into  divers  heavenly  things,  yet  wanting  that  prudent 
application,  with  the  fruitful  utterance  of  them;''  but, 
that  these  could  be  no  ordinary  gifts,  studied  out  by  their 
own  pains,  but  such  as  the  Holy  Ghost  did  immediately 
inspire  into  them,  he  barely  affirmeth ;  and  I  think, 
singularly,  but  am  sure,  untruly.  I  marvelled  what  he 
Avould  say  to  these  two  gifts  of  wisdom  and  knowledge,  to 
prove  that  they  could  not  be  ordinary,  and  did  expect 
some  special  reasons  for  his  so  singular  interpretation ; 
but,  behold  a  bare  bone  of  affirmation  brought  by  him, 
without  marrow,  flesh,  skin,  or  colour  of  proof.  Wherein  he 
is  also  the  more  blameworthy,  considering  that  he  cannot 
be  ignorant,  how  the  most  judicious  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  do  understand  these  two  gifts  as  meant  of  the  two 
special  qualifications  of  the  pastor  and  teacher,  ordmary 
gifts  of  ordinary  offices  ;  of  which  ministries  amongst  the 
rest  ordained  by  Christ,  the  one  Lord  of  his  church,  the 
apostle  speaketh  ver.  5,  as  ver.  4  of  their  gifts  by  that 
one  Spirit.  Which  ordinaiy  gifts,  all  lawful  pastors  and 
teachers,  ordinary  offices,  then  had,  and  besides  them, 
many  others  not  in  office.  And  by  the  grace  of  God, 
some  amongst  us,  and  that  by  the  help  of  natm-e,  study,  and 
prayer,  and  the  blessing  of  God's  Spirit  thereupon  ;  which 
blessingof  Godlwillnotdeny  to  have  then  been  for  degree 
extraordinaiy  upon  men's  weaker  endeavours  for  their  far- 
nishing  with  these  ordinary  gifts  ;  which  makes  nothing 
against  our  pmqDose.  That  the  gift  of  faith  is  mrdoubtedly 
extraordinary,  is  said  by  him,  but  doctors  have  doubted 
of  it.  See  for  one,  Beza,  in  his  great  annotations  upon  the 
words,  both  affirming  and  proving,  that  by  faith  is  meant 
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an  assent  unto  the  doctrine  propounded,  which  is  an 
ordinary  gift  of  the  Spirit. 

Where  he  makes  no  doubt,  but  we  will  grant  that  three 
of  the  four  last  were  extraordinary,  he  but  "  threaps  ^-5= 
kindness"  upon  us,  as  we  use  to  say.  That  Peter's 
gift  of  discerning  was  extraordinary  in  the  case  of 
Ananias,  Acts  v.,  we  confess,  but  not  so  in  the  case  of 
Simon  Magus,  Acts  viii.,  of  whom  he  judgeth  by  his  words, 
as  of  the  tree  by  the  fruit,  in  which  he  did  notoriously 
betray  himself  to  be  in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  to  the  dis- 
cernment of  any  ordinary  Christian.  The  gift  of  discerning 
both  of  doctrine  and  manners,  is  in  a  measure  required  of 
every  Christian,  Phil.  i.  9,  10;  1  John  iv.  1  ;  Heb.  v.  14; 
but  is  bestowed  by  the  Giver  thereof  upon  some  more 
liberally;  sometimes  extraordinarily,  as  then  upon  some, 
in  some  cases;  sometimes  ordinarily,  as  both  then  and 
now  on  all  such  as  had,  and  have  more  Christian  discre- 
tion than  other  men. 

That  interpretation  of  tongues  was  as  difficult  as  strange 
tongues  immediately  inspired,  is  not  true.  They  who, 
Acts  ii.  6 — 8,  heard  the  apostles  speak  in  their  own  toiigue, 
and  were  able  to  speak  the  Jews'  language  then  in  use, 
might  interpret  these  strange  tongues  unto  the  Jews 
without  any  extraordinary  gift;  as  ]\Ir.  Yates  hearing  a 
glorious  formalist  speak  much  Latin  in  his  sermon,  can 
interpret  that  strange  tongue  of  his  unto  the  people, 
without  any  extraordinary  gift  of  interpretation ;  and  so 
might  it  well  be  in  the  church  of  Corinth  with  some, 
though  the  tongue  were  given  extraordinarily. 

Lastly,  It  doth  not  show  plainly  that  prophecy  was 
more  difficult  than  strange  tongues,  though  all  Avere  true 
which  he  speaks  of  the  difficulty  thereof.  For,  by  all 
reason  and  experience,  a  man  then  might,  and  now  may, 
become  an  ordinary  prophet  for  ability,  by  ordinary  helps; 
but  so  neither  could,  nor  can  he  speak  a  strange  tongue, 
as  there  meant,  but  by  extraordinary  inspiration.  That 
simple  necessity  of  commentaries  and  interpretations 
which  he  require th  for  a  man's  becoming  an  ordinary 
prophet,  I  dare  not  acknowledge  ;  of  great  use  they  are, 
but  not  of  simple  necessity  ;  that  prerogative  royal  of 
*  Threap — to  insist  upon  a  tiling  pertinaciously. 
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simply  necessary,  I  would  challenge  as  peculiar  to  the 
holy  Scriptures ;  which  are  ahle  to  make  the  man  of  God 
perfect,  fully  furnished  to  every  good  work,  2  Tim.  iii.  10, 
]  7  ;  hut  where  he  adds  that  the  primitive  church  had  not 
the  original  tongTies  translated,  it  is  something  for  his, 
yea,  and  for  the  Pope's  purpose  also,  if  it  he  true,  and  that 
the  church,  especially  some  good  space  after  her  consti- 
tution, might  be  without  the  Scriptures  in  a  known  tongue. 
But  how  unadvised  and  unskilful  is  he  in  so  saying !  How 
detracting  from  God's  gracious  2:)rovidence  towards  His 
Church  !  and  how  partial  on  tlie  clergy's  part,  and  against 
the  commonalty  of  God's  inheritance !  For  the  thing 
then.  The  Old"  Testament  was  wholly  translated  hy  the 
seventy  interpreters,  at  the  instance  of  Ptolemy  Phila- 
delphus,  King  of  Egypt,-  into  Greek,  the  mother  tongue  of 
the  Corinthians;  Corinth  being  m  Achaia  and  Achaia  in 
Greece,  in  which,  the  same  tongue,  they  had  also  eveiy 
part  of  the  New  Testament  then  written,  as  the  most  was. 
Whicli  language  was  also  so  universally  known  throughout 
the  whole  world,  by  reason  partly  of  the  Greek  monarchy 
under  Alexander,  and  partly  of  the  Greek  learning  at 
Athens,  as  that  the  apostle  could  ^^Tite  his  Epistle  in 
Greek  to  the  Piomans,  though  in  Europe,  as  understanding 
the  tongue  sufficiently.  Besides  the  Corinthians  had  had 
Paul's  and  other  apostolical  men's  preachings  and  confer- 
ences amongst  them  a  long  time  ;  which  were  incompara- 
bly better  than  all  the  commentaries  in  the  world.  And 
for  the  Corinthians'  ability  for  this  work,  it  is  but  reason 
we  respect  this  apostle's  testimony  of  them,  which  is,  that 
they  were  enriched  in  all  utterance  and  in  all  knowledge. 
]  Cor.  i.  5.  In  wdiich  two  gifts  as  the  ability  for  ordinary 
prophecy  doth  j)roperly  consist,  so  to  appropriate  them 
imto  extraordinary  prophets,  considering  the  generality  of 
the  apostle's  speech  and  drift,  with  other  circumstances 
elsewhere  obseiTcd,  were  to  fetter  them  in  unjust  bonds  of 
restraint. 

And  having  thus  wij^ed  off  his  colours  of  reason,  that  the 

apostle,  ]  Cor.  xii.,   sjoeaks  only  of  extraordinary  gifts,  I 

will,  by  the  grace  of  God,  plainly  show^  the  contrary ;  and 

that  he  spealvs  of  ordinary  also.     And  first :  in  teaching, 

*  Josephus,  Antiq.  lib.  xii.  chap.  2;  Iren.  lib.  iii.  c.  24,  25. 
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ver.  3,  that  no  man  can  call  Jesus  the  Lord,  but  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  he  points  out  a  gift  and  grace  of  the  Spirit, 
ordinaiy  and  common  to  all  Christians  ;  secondly,  ver.  6, 
he  speaks  of  diversities,  that  is,  of  all  the  divers  and 
several  ministries,  ordinaiy  and  extraordinary,  in  the 
church  under  Christ  the  Lord  ;  and  ver.  4,  of  the  several 
gifts  for  the  same,  and  so  necessarily  of  the  ordinary  gifts 
for  the  ordinary  ministries  then  and  now ;  thirdly,  from 
ver.  8,  where  mention  is  made  of  the  word  of  wisdom, 
and  the  Avord  of  knowledge,  ordinary  gifts  of  ordinary  per- 
sons, both  in  and  out  of  office  now  and  then  ;  fourthl}^ 
ver.  12,  he  compares  the  church  at  Corinth  to  a  body 
having  Christ  the  head,  and  each  of  them  members  for 
their  parts  :  of  whom,  one  had  this  gift,  another  that,  given 
of  God  for  their  mutual  good  ;  but  by  them  abused  other- 
wise. Whereupon  I  conclude,  except  there  were  in  Co- 
rinth no  ordinary  gifts  in  pastors,  teachers,  or  others,  of 
God  given,  and  by  them  abused,  that  he  speaks  not  of  ex- 
traordinary gifts  only ;  fifthly,  ver.  28,  after  apostles 
and  prophets,  he  mentioneth  teachers,  which  were  ordi- 
nary officers,  and  therefore  speaks  of  ordinary  gifts  and 
teaching  ;  as  also,  helpers  and  governors,  who,  what  were 
they  but  deacons  and  elders  ?  Or  take  the  words  as  they 
are,  "  helps  and  governments,"  than  which,  what  is  now, 
or  was  then,  more  ordinary  both  in  respect  of  ministry  and 
gifts  ?  Whereupon,  I  conclude  with  good  assurance,  that 
the  apostle,  1  Cor.  xii.,  treats  of  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  both 
extraordinary  and  ordinary. 

Mr.  Yates.     Arguynent  Fifth. 

"  From  comparison  of  prophecy  and  strange  tongues, 
which  are  laid  together  through  all  the  1  Cor.  xiv.  ver.  1, 
projphecy  is  preferred  before  all  other  spiritual  gifts,  which 
cannot  be  ordinaiy  :  for  no  ordinary  and  common  gift  is 
to  be  preferred  before  all  extraordinary  and  spiritual  gifts. 
But,  you  Avill  say,  though  it  be  not  more  excellent,  yet  it 
is  more  profitable.  I  answer,  it  is  both  more  excellent 
and  more  profitable ;  for  the  apostle  intends  both  extolling 
it  for  the  end,  which  shows  how  good  and  excellent  it  is, 
as  likewise  for  the  use,  making  known  the  profit  and  benefit 
of  it.     That  which  is  the  best  object  of  our  desire,  must 
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needs  be  the  best ;  but,  of  spiritual  gifts,  prophecy  is  the 
best  object  of  our  desire.  1  Cor.  xii.  31.  Desire  the  best 
gifts,  chap.  xiv.  1.  Covet  spmtual  gifts,  but  rather  that  ye 
may  prophesy.  Secondly :  as  it  is  the  best  to  ourselves, 
so  it  is  the  best  to  others,  as  may  appear  by  the  whole 
chapter.  Thirdly  :  all  other  gifts  are  given  for  the  good  of 
prophecy,  and  not  prophecy  for  them.  As  it  is  the  best 
gift,  so  it  is  the  most  profitable,  as  being  especially  for 
edification,  exhortation,  and  comfort.  But  it  may  be  you 
will  object.  Is  not  an  ordinar}'- gift  of  prophecy  better  than 
the  extraordinaiy  gift  of  tongues,  or  at  least,  more  profit- 
able ?  I  answer,  No.  For  the  tongues,  Acts  ii.  3,  4, 
were  more  profitable  to  the  chm-ch  than  ever  w^as  the  or- 
dinary gift  of  any  men.  But  compare  ordinar}^  with  ordi- 
naiy,  and  extraordinary  with  extraordinaiy,  and  we  grant 
prophecy  the  privilege." 

Answer. 

To  this  argument,  he  himself  gives  a  sufficient  answer 
in  our  name,  only  he  sets  it  down  something  lamely ; 
where,  if  it  came  in  the  full  strength,  it  would  easily  with- 
stand the  force  of  his  argument.  For  where  he  should  say 
for  us,  if  he  spake  out,  that  ordmaiy  prophecy  is  more  ex- 
cellent than  tongues,  because  more  profitable ;  he  makes 
us  to  stammer  thus,  though  it  be  not  more  excellent,  yet 
it  is  more  profitable,  it  being  most  plain  that  the 
apostle  prefers  prophecy  before  tongues,  because  it  tends 
more  to  edification  of  the  church;  accordmg  to  which 
respect  alone  we  are  to  measm-e  the  excellency  of 
church  ordinances,  and  so  to  frame  the  object  of  our  desire 
unto  them.  But  what  speak  I  of  more  excellent,  and 
more  to  edification,  since  the  strange  tongues  as  tliere 
used  without  an  interpreter,  were  so  far  from  being  com- 
parable to  ordinar}*  prophecy,  for  any  good  end  or  use,  as 
they  were  on  the  contrary,  most  vain  and  ridiculous,  as 
appears,  ver.  11,  22,  23.  That,  then,  which  he  brmgs  for 
the  commendation  of  tongues  from  Acts  ii.  3,  4,  is  nothing 
for  tongues  as  used  at  Corinth.  The  former  were,  as  of 
simple  necessity  in  themselves,  and  to  the  apostles,  for 
the  spreading  of  the  gospel  unto  all  nations,  so  then 
and   there  profitably  used  :    but  in  Corinth,   ambitiously 
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and  profanely  abused,  which  Mr.  Yates  should  have  ob- 
served, but  hath  not  in  his  comparison.  Lastly,  I  add, 
as  a  just  answer  to  whatsoever  he  hath  objected,  that 
tongues  considered  in  themselves,  how  rightly  soever  used, 
are  not  comparable  for  use ;  and  so  for  excellency  unto 
ordinary  prophesying  or  preaching  considered  in  itself; 
seeing  that  by  it,  as  well  as  by  extraordinary,  saving  faith  is 
wrought,  Rom.  x.  14,  17  ;  which  none  can  say  of  strange 
tongues  in  themselves,  without  a  strange  tongue  both  from 
truth  and  sense  ;  no,  nor  of  any  other  spiritual  gift.  And 
as  it  doth  not  appear  by  the  apostle's  preferring  of  pro- 
phecy before  tongues,  that  therefore  the  prophecy  was 
extraordinary,  so  it  appears  unto  me,  by  the  Corinthians' 
preferring  of  tongues  before  it,  that  it  was  but  ordinary,  and 
therefore  disregarded  by  them  in  comparison  of  the  extra- 
ordinary and  miraculous  gift  of  tongues  ;  whereas,  had  it 
also  been  extraordinary,  immediate,  and  miraculous,  most 
likely  it  would  have  carried  with  it,  the  like  with  the  other, 
or  greater  regard  in  their  eyes. 

Mr.  Yates.     Argument  Sixth. 

"  From  exemplification,  ver.  6,  '  If  I  come  unto  you, 
&c.,'  I  hope  you  will  grant  that  the  apostle  Paul  had  all 
those  spiritual  gifts  ;  and  therefore  speaking  of  such  pro- 
phecy as  he  had  himself,  he  must  needs  speak  of  extraor- 
dinary. Likewise,  he  had  the  knowledge  of  tongues,  and 
yet  prefers  prophecy  before  all  his  languages,  though  '  he 
spake  more  than  they  all.'  Now  the  example  in  his  own 
person,  must  needs  set  forth  the  general ;  and,  therefore,  if, 
in  the  general,  he  should  speak  of  ordinary  prophesying, 
and  in  the  particular  of  extraordinary,  it  would  prove  idle  ; 
for  an  example  is  of  the  same  kind  with  the  general. 
A^ain,  in  bringing  four  particulars,  he  puts  revelation  first, 
as^'the'  cause  of  all  the  rest,  which  shows  plainly  he  speaks 
of  such  prophecy  as  came  by  revelation,  for  revelation 
brings  a  man  knowledge,  and  knoAvledge  teacheth  whole- 
some doctrine,  and  prophecy  serveth  to  utter  it." 
Answer. 

I  do  plainly  deny  the  ground  upon  which  he  builds  the 
whole  weight  of  his  argument,  which  is,  that  the  example 
and  the    thing    exemplified  must  be  of  the  same  kind. 
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How  oft  doth  Christ  exemiolify  the  sufferings  of  his  dis- 
ciples hj  his  own  sufferings,  and  the  sending  of  his 
apostles,  by  his  Father's  sending  of  him?  Were  they, 
therefore,  of  the  same  kind ;  their  sufferings  meritorious, 
and  their  sending  mediatorious,  because  his  were  such  ? 
But  amongst  other  evidences  against  him,  wherewith  all 
writings,  divme  and  human,  are  stored,  see  one  fitly  pairing 
with  this  in  hand.  The  apostle  provoking  the  Galatians, 
chap.  i.  6,  unto  just  detestation  of  such  as  preached  another 
gospel  amongst  them,  takes  an  example  from  his  own 
preaching,  ver.  8  :  "  But  though  we,  or  an  angel  from 
heaven  preach  another  gospel  unto  you,  than  that  which 
we  have  preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  accursed."  As  if  he 
should  say,  I  have  preached  unto  you  formerly  justification 
by  faith,  without  the  works  of  the  law  of  Moses ;  they  now 
preach  unto  you  justification  by  the  works  of  the  law 
joined  with  Christ,  &c.  He  exemplifieth  their  preaching 
by  his  :  were  they  therefore  of  one  kind,  both  apostolical 
because  Paul's  was  such  ?  It  is  sufficient  for  an  example, 
if  it  agree  with  the  thing  which  it  is  brought  to  exemplify, 
in  that  for  which  it  is  brought.  And  so  the  coming  of 
Christ  to  judgment  is  by  the  apostle  exemplified  by  the 
coming  of  a  thief  in  the  night,  1  Thess.  v.  2.  Are  there- 
fore their  comings  of  the  same  kind  ?  or  is  it  not  sufficient 
that,  being  most  contrary  in  their  kind,  they  do  yet  agree 
in  the  adjunct  of  suddenness  ?  So  is  it  sufficient,  if  Paul's 
extraordinary  prophesying,  and  the  Corinthians'  ordinary, 
agree  in  the  adjunct  or  effect  of  profitableness  or  edifica- 
tion, which  thing  alone,  the  a]30stle  in  his  exemplification 
hath  respect  unto.  His  observation  about  revelation  seems 
true  and  good  in  itself,  but  shows  not  plainly  that  for 
which  he  brings  it ;  no,  nor  hath  so  much  as  a  j)lain 
show  for  it.  For  what  show  hath  it  of  proof  that  he  speaks 
of  extraordinary  j^rophecy,  because  it  comes  from  revela- 
tion, except  he  takes  it  for  granted,  that  there  is  in  the 
church  no  revelation  of  the  Spirit  for  teaching-  but  extra- 
ordinary, or  miraculous  ;  which  how  can  I  grant,  or  he 
affirm  ?     Of  this  more,  in  Argument  8. 

Mr.  Yates.    Argument  Seventh. 

"  From  the  fruition  of  spiritual  gifts,  1  Cor.  xiv.  Q6,  hatli 
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a  psalm,  that  is,  some  admirable  praise  of  God,  or  doc- 
trine, that  is,  some  worthy  point  of  instruction,  or  a 
tongue,  that  is,  can  speak  mysteries  with  admiration,  or 
revelation  of  some  secrets  either  for  doctrine  or  prediction. 
Lastly,  or  interpretation,  whether  of  tongues,  doctrines,  or 
Scripture  :  all  these  must  needs  be  had  either  by  the  or- 
dinary pains  of  the  church,  or  by  the  extraordinary  gift  of 
the  Spirit ;  you  say,  by  the  one,  and  I  say,  by  the  other : 
and  that  I  agree  more  with  the  Scripture  than  yourself, 
consider  but  the  distinction  of  the  gifts,  and  their  admir- 
able matter.  A  psalm  must  needs  consist  of  metre,  which 
required  art  to  compose  it.  Secondly  :  it  could  not,  for 
the  matter  of  it,  but  sound  forth  some  worthy  praise  of 
God.  Do  you  tliink  the  Corinthians  did  study  the  art  of 
music,  or  likewise  read  some  admirable  Divine  books  to 
find  out  sweet  matter  to  make  their  songs  of?  Alas, 
brother,  give  God'  the  glory,  it  was  no  doubt  some  sudden 
motion  of  the  Spirit,  that  did  inflame  the  hearts  of  believers 
with  some  worthy  matter  of  praising  God.  Doctrine, 
that  is,  laid  down  by  our  ordinary  pains,  is  that  which  we 
usually  give  unto  doctors,  which  after  long  study,  and 
reading  the  Scriptures,  is  drawn  to  some  profitable  heads, 
pithily  proved,  and  contrary  errors  refuted  by  it.  I  think 
in  Corinth,  there  were  none  of  these  doctors,  and  yet  I 
doubt  not  but  they  were  as  excellent ;  for  such  doctors  as 
delivered  these  doctrines,  had  them  after  a  more  easy 
manner ;  even  the  immediate  work  of  the  Spirit,  I  hope 
without  any  further  dispute  you  will  yield  that  the  having 
of  a  strange  tongue  was  extraordinary,  as  likewise  the 
revelation,  and  interpretation." 

A^iswer. 

Not  to  meddle  with  his  description  of  a  psalm,  doctrine, 
&c.,  further  than  concerns  our  present  occasion  :  The  first, 
a  psalm,  was  not  so  undoubtedly  as  he  maketh  it,  some 
sudden,  to  wit,  extraordinary  motion  of  the  Spirit,  &c. 
The  Scriptures  rather  insinuate  the  contrary,  and  that 
these  psalms  and  spiritual  songs  were  also,  beside  the 
psalms  of  David,  and  those  then  made  by  extraordinary 
motion,  which  I  will  not  deny,  even  ordinary,  and  conceived 
by  ordinaiy  men  and  motions,  Eph.  v.  18,  19 ;  Col.  iii.  10  ; 
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James  v.  13.  The  Scriptures  are  to  be  extended  as 
largely,  and  to  as  common  use  as  may  be,  neither  is  any- 
thing in  them  to  be  accounted  extraordinary,  save  that 
which  cannot  jDossibly  be  ordinary,  which  these  might  be. 
For  the  finding  out  of  sweet  matter,  they  had  admirable 
Divine  books  to  read,  even  the  wonderful  Divine  Scriptures. 
For  music,  as  without  doubt  many  in  that  most  rich  and 
delicate  city  were  expert  in  it,  so  what  reason  he  hath  to 
require  for  the  cliurch  singing  then  in  use,  such  study 
and  art,  I  see  not,  except  it  be  because  he  dAvells  too  near 
a  cathedral  church.  He  may  see,  for  the  plainness  of 
singing  used  in  former  times  (and  before  the  spouse  of 
Christ,  the  church  in  all  her  ordinances,  was  by  Antichrist 
stripped  of  her  homely  but  comely  attire,  and  tricked  out 
with  his  whorish  ornaments)  that  which  Austm  hath  of 
this  matter.     Confess,  lib.  x.  c.  13. 

For  the  second,  which  is  doctrine,  he  but  thinks  there 
were  no  doctors  in  Corinth  ;  but  he  may  well  change  his 
thoughts,  if  he  both  consider  how  that  church  abounded, 
in  the  body  of  it,  even  to  excess,  in  all  knowledge  and 
utterance,  the  doctors'  two  special  faculties  ;  as  also,  hoAv 
this  apostle,  in  this  Epistle,  ch.  xii.,  vcr.  ^8,  atlirmeth  ex- 
pressly, that  God  had  set  in  the  church  amongst  other 
officers,  doctors  or  teachers  :  besides  that,  it  is  enough  for 
my  purpose,  if  there  were  any  in  Corinth,  though  not 
officers  able  by  ordinary  gift  to  deliver  doctrine  :  Vhich, 
considering  the  fore-signified  state  of  that  church,  both 
in  respect  of  Pauks  ministry  among  them,  and  testimony 
of  them,  being  in  that  city  which  was  the  chief  of  all 
Greece  for  government,  (Greece  also  being  the  fountain  of 
learning  and  eloquence)  cannot  I  tlhnk  be  reasonably 
denied. 

To  yield  you  without  further  dispute,  that  revelation  and 
interpretation  were,  viz.  only,  the  immediate  work  of  the 
Spirit,  were  in  us,  more  courtesy  than  wisdom.  For  in- 
terpretation, I  see  not,  but  that  either  he  himself  who  spake 
the  tongue  by  an  extraordinary  gift,  or  any  other  man 
that  understood  it,  having  ordinary  ability  to^^interpret  the 
matter  delivered,  both  lawfully  might,  and  in  conscience 
ought  so  to  do  ;  except  he  would  quench  the  Spirit  both 
in  respect  of  the  extraordinary  gift  of  the  tongue,  and  or- 
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dinary  gift  of  interpretation,  but  that  the  pastor  or  teacher 
might  not  do  this  by  his  ordinary  gift,  -which  is  yet  a  fort, 
strong  enough  to  keep  us  from  yielding,  were  strange  to 
imagine.  Besides,  let  it  be  noted  how  the  apostle,  ver.  13, 
exliorts  to  pray  for  the  gift  of  interpretation.  Now,  how 
a  man  might  pray  for  an  extraordinary  and  miraculous 
gift,  which  he  wholly  wanted,  without  an  extraordinary 
motion,  or  promise,  and  merely  upon  the  apostle's  exliort- 
cition  general,  I  see  not,  but  would  learn  of  him  that  could 
teach  me. 

Mr.  Yates.     Argument  Eighth. 

"  From  present    revelation,    ver.   30.       In  the    verse 
going  before  is  laid  down  in  what  order  they  shall  pro- 
phesy, even  as  it  was  before  for  strange  tongues  :  yet  here 
is  a  further  injunction  and  that  is  of  silence,  if  anything 
of  more  weight    shall    be    revealed   unto    another:    why 
should  the  other  keep  silence  if  it  were  known  before  that 
this  man   should  speak   after  him  ?      If  it  were   ordinary 
prophesying,  and  such   as  our  pains  and  study  brought  us 
imto,  then  were  it  iit  that  we  should  have  our  liberty  to 
go  on  and  not  be  interrupted  by  another :  but  the  apostle, 
upon  tlie  revelation  to  another  even    sitting  by,  enjoins 
silence  to  the  present  speaker,  which  if  his  revelation  had 
been  studied  before,  could  not  be   any  motive  or  persua- 
sion why  he  should  yield  to    the  other,  that  is,  now  upon 
the  sudden,  to  take  his   place  :  this  were  for  one  prophet 
to   disgrace  another  :  but  the  clear   sense  is   to  any  man 
that  win  not  wrangle,  that  because  it  pleaseth  the  Spirit 
to  inspire  one  sitting  by,  wath  some  more  excellent  matter, 
either  hi  regard  of  the   same  subject  or  some  other,  the 
apostle  enjoins  silence." 

Answer. 
To  his  question.  Why  the  former  speaker  should  keep 
silence,  if  it  were  knowni  before  that  a  second  should  speak 
after  him  ?  It  is  easily  ansAvered  ;  that  even  therefore  he 
was  to  keep  silence  ;  that  is,  to  take  up  himself,  in  due 
time,  as  being  to  think,  in  modesty,  that  the  conduits  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  did  not  run  into  his  vessel  alone,  but  that 
others  also  might  receive  of  the  fulness  of  the  same  Spirit, 
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to  speak  something  further  to  the  edification  of  the  church. 
Especially  sitting  do^n  in  some  appointed  place  which  it 
should  seem,  ver.  30,  and  Acts  xiii.  ]4,  he  that  purposed 
to  prophesy  used  to  take,  and  which  order  I  think  the 
Jews  yet  observe  in  their  synagogues.  And  where  he  adds, 
that  if  it  were  ordinary  prophecy,  and  such  as  our  study 
brought  us  unto,  then  were  it  fit  we  should  have  our  liberty 
to  go  on,  and  not  to  be  inteiTupted  by  another,  which  he  also 
accounts  a  disgracing  of  the  former ;  I  would  know  of  him 
whether  it  w^ere  not  as  fit,  and  much  more,  that  the  ex- 
traordinaiy  prophets  immediately  inspired  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  who  could  not  err,  should  have  their  liberty  to 
go  on  uninterrupted  ?  Is  not  this  without  all  compass  of 
reason,  that  the  extraordinary  prophet  immediately  in- 
spired, should  not  have  as  much  libert}'  to  go  on  without 
being  interrupted,  as  the  ordinary,  who  might  w^orthily 
deseiwe  to  be  interrupted  for  speaking  untruly  or  imper- 
tinently ?  Although  I  do  not  think  that  the  apostle  re- 
quires any  interrupting  of  the  former  by  the  latter,  which 
w^ere  rude  if  not  worse,  but  only  a  convenient  cession  or 
place-giving  to  a  second  by  the  first  speaker,  as  hath  been 
said.  Now  the  exception  of  disgrace  to  the  former  by  the 
latter's  speaking  is  well  to  be  minded,  that  it  may  appear, 
how  evil  customs  do  infect  the  minds  of  godly  men,  so  as 
they  think  it  a  disgrace  that  one  should  give  place  to  an- 
other, to  si)eak  after  him,  further  or  otherwise  than  he 
hath  done.  But  it  Avas  not  so  from  the  beginning :  but 
since  they,  who  under  Christ,  should  be  seiwants  of  the 
church,  have  been  her  masters,  and  have  exercised  this 
magisterial  teaching  now  in  use,  w^liere  ordinarily,  one 
alone  in  a  church  (divers  others  in  divers  places,  better 
able  than  he,  sitting  at  his  feet  continually  to  leam),  must 
be  heard  all  his  life  long;  thinking  it  a  disgi*ace,  to  have 
another  speak  anything  further  than  he  hath  done  :  which 
was  the  very  disease  of  the  church  at  Corinth,  wherein  he 
that  spake  first  would  take  up  all  the  time  himself;  whereas 
he  should  in  modesty  have  conceived,  that  a  second  or 
third,  especially  seeming  provided  to  speak  by  seating 
themselves  in  the  same  place  with  him,  might  have  some- 
thing;- revealed  further,  or  othenvise  than  he  had. 

"Which  revelation  the  apostle  doth  not  oppose  to  fore- 


Hosted  by  GoOglc 


308  THE  people's  plea 

going  study,  as  Mr.  Yates  tliiuketh,  but  unto  emulation, 
and  study  of  contradiction  :  teaching  that  the  Spirit  alone 
must  be  heard  in  the  church,  speaking  by  whose  mouth 
soever.  And  that  there  is  in  the  church  an  ordinary  Spirit 
of  revelation  ;  besides  comfortable  experience,  these  places 
amongst  many  others  do  clearly  prove.  Matt.  xi.  25,  28  and 
xvi.  17;  Eph.  i.  17;  Phil.  iii.  15. 

Mr.   Yates.     Argument  Ninth. 

"  From  vocation,  ver.  29,  32,  37,  these  spiritual  men  are 
called  prophets,  and  to  imagine  a  prophet  without  a 
calling,  is  that  which  the  Scripture  will  not  endure  ;  there- 
fore all  these  prophets  either  had  immediate  calling  from 
God,  or  mediate  from  men,  or  else  they  took  it  up  them- 
selves ;  the  two  first,  we  grant  lawful  callings,  but  this,  in- 
tolerable. The  servant  of  Moses  says,  'Forbid  Eldad 
and  Medad  to  prophesy.'  Numb.  xi.  28.  His  reason  was, 
because  he  thought  they  had  no  calling,  which  had  been 
true  if  they  had  taken  it  up  without  immediate  inspiration  ; 
but  Moses,  knowing  that  it  was  from  God,  wished  that  the 
like  gift  might  be  upon  all  God  s  pcojjle ;  so  that  those 
were  true  prophets  for  the  instant,  by  an  immediate  call 
from  God;  and  the  text  says,  they  added  no  further,  show- 
ing, that  as  the  gift  ceased,  so  did  they." 

Ansrcer. 

It  is  true  that  spiritual  men  are  called  prophets,  or 
rather  prophets,  spiritual  men.  What  is  it,  then,  that 
makes  a  spiritual  man,  but  a  gift  of  the  Spirit  ?  And  what 
a  prophet,  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  but  the  gift  of  pro- 
phecy, ordinary  or  extraordinaiy  ?  Whereupon  it  follow- 
eth  undeniably,  that  so  many,  with  us  or  elsewhere,  as 
have  the  ordinary  gift  or  ability  to  propliesy,  are  prophets, 
though  out  of  office.  In  this  argument  he  hath  made  a 
snare,  wherewith  himself  is  taken  unavoidably.  Secondly, 
We  affirm  that  our  prophets  have  a  calling,  which  I  have 
declared  formerly,  not  to  make  them  prophets  by  condition 
or  estate,  for  that,  they  are  by  their  gift,  but  for  the  use  or 
exercise  of  the  same  gift  before  bestowed  upon  them  by 
the  Lord,  through  their  labour  and  industry.  Of  Eldad  s 
and  Medad's  prophesying,  we  shall  speak  hereafter ;  only 
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note  we,  in  the  meanwhile,  how  Mr.  Yates,  and  rightly, 
apportioneth  their  prophesying  to  their  gift,  as  we  do  also 
ours,  according  to  that  of  the  apostle,  "having  then  gifts 
differing  according  to  the  grace  that  is  given  to  us,  whether 
l)rophecy,  let  us  prophesy  according  to  the  proportion  of 
faith;  or  a  ministry,  let  us  wait  on  the  ministry."  Rom. 
xii.  6,  7.  They,  then,  that  have  a  gift,  must  prophesy  ac- 
cording to  their  proportion. 

Mr.  Yates.    Argument  Tenth. 

"From  distinction,  ver.  37,  the  apostle  from  the  whole 
church,  turns  himself  to  their  prophets  and  spiritual  men, 
showing  plainly  that  these  had  some  particular  place  above 
the  rest ;  and  he  gives  them  special  charge  to  observe  the 
things  he  writes  to  the  church,  therefore,  those  were  in 
some  calling  above  others  ;  and  to  imagine  the  contrary,  is 
to  run  wide  of  the  cm-rent  of  the  whole  scripture  :  to  set 
men  in  public  place  without  calling,  is  the  same  with  con- 
fusion and  disorder." 

Answer. 

This  argument  is  founded  ujDon  the  groundless  presump- 
tion with  the  former :  namely,  that  there  is  in  the  church 
no  lawful  calling  for  men  able  to  jji'ophesy,  but  by  officing 
them.  And  for  Paul  s  turning  his  speech  to  the  prophets, 
ver.  37,  it  shows  indeed  that  they  were  above  the  rest  after 
a  sort ;  and  so  they  are  with  us  rightly  prefeiTed  before 
others  which  want  that  endowment  of  the  Spirit,  by 
which  they  are  enabled  to  speak  to  the  edification  of  the 
church. 

The  Confirmation  of  the  Scriptures,  and  Beasons  brour/ht  in 
my  Book  to  jtrove  Public  Prophesying  out  of  Office  by  an 
Ordinary  Gift. 

And  before  we  come  to  examine  Mr.  Yates'  answers  to 
the  scriptures  by  me  produced,  I  desire  the  reader  to  ob- 
serve with  mc  these  two  things  :  First,  That  I  do  not  affirm 
in  my  book,-  that  all  the  there  alleged  scriptures  are 
meant  of  ordinary  prophecy ;  but  that  the  same  is  proved 
b}^  them.     Neither  will  he,  I  presume,  deny,  but  that  many 

*  Vide  vol.  ii.,  A  Justification  of  Separation,  &c.,  pages  246 — 251  ; 
andvol.iii.,  A  Just  and Neccssaiy  Apology  of  Certain  Cliristians,  &e.5 
pages  50 — 53. 
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things  are  sufficiently  proved  from  a  scripture,  by  neces- 
saiy  consequence  and  just  proportion,  besides  the  particu- 
lar properly  intended  in  it.  Secondly,  That  Mr.  Yates  so 
puts  the  question,  as  that  it  is  hard  to  say  whether  he  do 
me  or  himself  the  more  injury:  viz.  whether  the  places 
prove  an  ordinary  gift  of  prophecy  out  of  office.  For,  as 
I  do  not  say  that  they  prove  the  gift,  but  the  use  and  ex- 
ercise of  the  gift  bestowed  by  God,  whether  ordinaiy  or 
extraordinaiy ;  so  neither  would  he  have  denied,  had  he 
not  leaped  before  he  looked,  but  that  others  besides 
ministers  have  an  ordinary  gift  of  prophecy.  ^Vhere  the 
apostle  requires  of  him  that  desires  the  office  of  a  bishop, 
that  he  be  apt  to  teach,  1  Tim,  iii.  1,  2,  and  able  to  exhort 
with  sound  doctrine,  Tit.  i.  9,  doth  he  not  therein  most 
evidently  teach  that  the  gift  and  ability  to  teach,  preach, 
and  pro]Dhesy,  not  only  may,  but  must  both  be  and  appear 
to  be,  in  the  jDcrson  to  be  called  to  the  office  of  ministry  ? 
He  that  is  not  a  prophet,  or  hath  not  the  gift  of  prophesy- 
ing or  preaching  (for  by  his  gift  he  is  a  proj^het,  and  by 
the  use  of  it  he  occupies  the  place  of  a  prophet)  before  he 
be  ajDpointed  a  pastor,  is  an  idol-shepherd  set  up  in  the 
temple  of  God ;  neither  doth  the  office  either  give,  or  so 
much  indeed  as  increase  the  gift,  but  only  gives  solemn 
commission  and  charge  to  use  it.  The  first  scripture  by 
me  brought,  is  Numb.  xi.  29,  where  Moses  the  man  of  God 
wisheth  that  the  whole  people  of  the  Lord  were  prophets, 
"the  Lord  putting  his  Spirit  upon  them." 

This  place,  saith  Mr.  Yates  in  his  answer,  speaks  of  the 
pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  as 
may  appear  by  the  occasion  of  the  speech,  ver.  24,  &c. 
Where  also,  in  a  tedious  manner  (as  his  manner  is),  he 
proveth  the  gift  of  prophesying  given  to  the  seventy 
elders  to  have  been  extraordinary,  which,  as  I  deny  not,  so 
neither  needed  he  to  have  proved.  But  this  I  affirm,  that  hence 
is  proved  the  lawfulness  of  ordinary  prophesying  out  of 
office,  by  men  enabled  thereunto.  And  First,  As  Moses 
wisheth  that  all  the  Lord's  people  were  prophets,  the  Lord 
giving  his  Spirit  unto  them  ;  so  the  minister  may,  and 
ought  to  wish  that  the  Lord  would  so  bless  the  ordinary 
endeavours  of  his  people  now  by  his  Spirit,  as  that  they 
all  might  be  prophets,  that  is,  able  for  gifts  to  speak  to 
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edification.  The  minister  who  desu-eth  not  this,  envieth 
for  his  own,  and  the  clergy's  sake,  which  Moses  would  not, 
that  Joshua  should  do  for  his.  Secondly,  Moses  makes  it 
all  one  to  be  a  prophet,  and  to  have  the  Lord  putting  his 
Spirit  upon  a  man.  Now  if  the  Lord's  so  giving  his  Spirit 
unto  a  man,  as  that  he  be  thereby  enabled  extraordinarily  to 
prophesy,  make  him  an  extraordinary  prophet,  why  should 
not,  by  due  proportion,  such  a  gift  of  the  Spirit  given  by  the 
Lord  to  a  man,  as  by  which  he  is  enabled  to  prophesy 
ordinarily,  serve  also  to  make  him  an  ordinary  prophet? 
And  so  by  consequence,  if  there  be  amongst  us  any,  though 
out  of  office,  so  enabled  to  prophesy,  or  preach,  what 
hindereth  them  from  being  prophets,  even  of  the  Lord's 
own  making  by  his  Spirit's  gift  and  work  upon  their  study 
and  endeavours  ?  And  if  they  be  prophets,  then  may  they 
projDhesy,  which  Moses  also  in  that  place  insinuates  ;  for 
in  wishing  that  they  were  all  prophets,  he  wisheth  as  well 
the  use,  as  the  possession  of  the  gift.  Mr.  Yates  may  see 
a  very  learned  man,  Joh.  Wolphius,  in  his  Commentary 
upon  :2  Kings  xxiii.,  showing  b}^  this  place,  the  liberty  of 
private  Christians  that  are  able  to  spealv,  and  teach  not 
only  in  ordinary  congregations,  but  even  in  most  solemn 
councils. 

The  next  place  is  ^5  Chron.  xvii.  7,  where  King  Jeho- 
shaphat  sent  his  princes  to  teach  in  the  cities  of  Judah, 
and  with  them  the  Levitcs,  &c. 

Mr.  Yates  accounts  it  a  monstrous  conceit  that  the 
princes  should  be  public  teachers,  which,  saith  he,  were 
only  by  their  presence  and  authority  to  back  the  Levites  : 
adding  that  the  translation  is  mended  by  Junius  and  Tre- 
mellius,  &c. ;  but  if  the  Jews  heard  him,  professing  the 
knowledge  of  iMoses  and  the  prophets,  so  speak,  they  would 
marvel  at  his  ignorance  of  a  thing  so  frequent  and  evident 
in  their  writings ;  with  whom  it  is,  and  ever  hath  been  a 
received  truth,  that  any  of  their  (o^tDDn)  or  wise  men,  as  the}' 
after  the  scriptures.  Matt,  xxiii.  34;  1  Cor.  i.  "20;  Jer. 
xviii.  18,  call  them,  may,  and  ought  to  teach  in  their  syna- 
gogues without  respect  had  to  office  :  neither  doth  the 
translation  of  Junius  and  Tremellius  by  any  necessity  make 
for  him  :  neither  can  it  be  set  against  me  without  violence 
to  the  original:  from  the  simplicity  whereof  they  do  (with 
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due  reverence  unto  them  be  it  spoken)  seem  unto  me  some- 
thing to  turn  aside  in  the  8th  verse.  Pagninus,  the  Seventy 
Interpreters,  Jerome,  and  all  our  English  Bibles,  carry  it 
directly  to  our  sense.  And  if  the  conceit  be  monstrous 
that  these  princes  preached  publicly,  it  is  not  bred  only  in 
my  brain  :  the  very  same  scripture  having  been  alleged 
very  lately  by  the  public  professor  in  the  University  of 
Leyden,  in  a  solemn  assembly,  as  expressly  proving  it  law- 
ful for  others  than  ministers  to  teach  publicly.  And 
because  much  weight  lieth  on  this  ground,  which  yet  he 
thinketh  very  sandy  and  light,  I  will  make  it  clear  to  all 
indifferent  men's  judgments,  that  these  princes,  and  so 
others  in  Israel,  and  Judah,  though  no  Levites  nor  church 
officers,  might  lawfully  teach  and  preach  publicly  in  the 
temple,  synagogues,  and  cities. 

First  then,  all  princes,  magistrates,  judges,  and  go- 
vernors, were  bound  to  open,  expo  and,  and  apply  the  laws 
by  which  they  governed,  according  to  the  several  occasions 
offered,  otherwise,  they  ruled  by  tyranny  and  appetite  ; 
which  laws,  for  all  the  administrations  even  of  the  com- 
monwealth, Avere  only  the  written  Word  of  God:  whereupon 
I  conclude,  that  if  to  open,  expound,  and  apply  the  Word  of 
God,  be  to  preach  and  teach,  they  then  had  not  only 
power,  but  charge  so  to  do. 

Secondly,  It  may  appear  what  tliese  princes  of  Jeho- 
shaphat,  partaking  of  his  power,  were  to  do  in  this  case,  by 
that  which  he  himself,  and  other  godly  kings  have  done. 
The  sum  of  his  most  pithy  sermon  we  have  recorded, 
^Chron.xix.;  imto  the  Jud^^es,  v.  6, 7,  and  unto  the  Levites, 
V.  9,  10,  1]  ;  as  also  his  divine  prayer  unto  God  in  the 
public  congregation,  chap.  xx.  5,  G,  &c.  Likewise,  the  excel- 
lent sermon  of  king  Hezckiah  unto  the  priests  and  Levites 
in  the  very  temple,  2  Chron.  xxix.  4,  5,  tl'c;  also  of  Nehe- 
miah  with  others,  teaching  the  people  the  law  of  the  Lord, 
Neh.  viii.  10,  the  kings  and  princes  being  as  shepherds  to 
feed  the  people,  as  by  government,  so  by  instruction  m  the 
law  of  their  God.  Descend  we  down  lower,  to  the  time  of 
Christ,  and  we  shall  see  this  matter  put  out  of  all  question. 
Do  we  not  read  everywhere,  how  the  Scribes,  Pharisees,  and 
lawyers,  did  teach  publicly  amongst  the  Jews,  of  whom,  yet 
many  were  no  Levites,  or  church  officers,  but  indifferently 
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of  any  tribe,  Phil.  iii.  5.  And  if  it  were  not  the  received  order 
in  Israel  of  old,  for  men  out  of  office  to  speak  and  teach  in 
public,  how  was  Jesus,  the  Son  of  Mary,  admitted  to  dispute 
in  the  temple  with  the  doctors,  Luke  ii.  40,  and  to  teach 
and  preach  in'the  synagogues  so  frequently  as  he  did?  Matt, 
ix.  35;  Luke  iv.  IG,  17;  and  how  were  Paul  and  Barnabas 
sitting  do^\al  in  the  synagogue,  sent  unto,  after  the  lecture  of 
the  law,  by  the  ruler,  that  if  they  had  any  word  of  exhorta- 
tion unto  the  people  they  should  say  on?  Actsxiii.  14,  15. 

But  if  any  man  shall  answer  that  these  were  extra- 
ordinary persons,  and  so  taught  by  an  extraordinary  gift, 
he  speaks  the  truth,  but  to  no  purpose.  For  what  was  that 
to  the  order  received  in  the  temple  and  synagogues,  and 
to  the  rulers  thereof,  who  did  not  believe  in  Christ,  nor 
acknowledge  either  his,  or  his  apostles'  authority;  but  only 
admitted  them  unto  the  use  of  their  gift,  as  they  would 
have  done,  and  did  ordinarily,  any  other  men  able  to 
teach:  as  also  the  rulers  of  the  synagogues  of  the  Jew^s  do 
at  this  day. 

The  third  place  is  mistaken  by  the  printer,  in  omitting 
only  one  prick,  which  was  corrected  in  many  co2)ies,  and 
might  easily  have  been  observed  by  the  reader.  For  Jer. 
1.  45,  it  should  be  Jer.  1.  4,  5.  Mr,  Yates,  therefore,  upon 
that  scripture  refutes  his  own  guess  and  not  my  proof. 

The  fourth  place  is  Matt.  x.  1,  5,  G,  where  Christ  calling 
unto  him  his  twelve  disciples  sends  them  to  preach  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  to  the  lost  sheep  of  Israel. 

His  answer  is.  That  the  twelve  apostles  were  called  into 
office,  and  had  their  calling  from  the  first  election  of  Christ, 
but  had  a  further  confirmation  after,  and  greater  measure 
of  God's  Spirit  to  lead  them  into  all  truth,  as  a  justice  of 
peace  may  be  put  in  office  and  yet  receive  a  fm^ther  con- 
firmation, yea,  and  greater  means  to  perform  his  place.  I 
affirm,  on  the  other  side,  (and  shall  evidently  prove  it,  God 
assisting  me),  that  these  twelve  were  not  actually  possessed 
of  their  apostleship  till  after  Christ's  resurrection,  but  were 
only  apostles  elect,  as  you  call  him  the  mayor  elect,  who 
hath  not  the  office  of  mayor  committed  to  him  of  a  good 
space  after.  Neither  am  I  herein  of  the  mind  of  the 
Papists,  to  put  Mr.  Yates  out  of  fear,  that  Peter  was  not  in 
office  until  Christ  gave  him  charge  to  feed  his  sheep,  John 
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xxi.  15 — 17,  (which  yet  I  am  persuaded  never  Papist  held 
of  his  apostleship,  but  of  his  primacy  and  universal  head- 
ship, or  bishopric)  but  of  the  same  mind  whereof  himself 
is,  in  his  first  argument,  to  wit,  that  his  commission  apos- 
tolic was  actually  conferred  upon  him  jointly  with  the  rest. 
John  XX.  22,  23. 

Now  if  the  commission  apostolic  were  but  then  given, 
they  were  but  then,  and  not  before,  actually  apostles  ; 
except  he  will  say  they  were  apostles  before  they  had  com- 
mission, that  is,  calling  from  Christ  so  to  be.  I  would  now 
see  how  he  can  salve  the  wound  which  he  hath  given  him- 
self. 

Secondly,  After  that  the  Lord  Jesus  had.  Matt.  xi.  11, 
preferred  John  the  Baptist  above  all  the  prophets  which 
were  before  him,  he  yet  adds  in  the  same  place,  that  the 
least  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  greater  than  he.  The 
least,  i.  e.  the  least  minister.  In  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
i.  e.  in  the  church  of  the  new  testament  properly  called, 
which  began  not  till  after  the  death  of  Christ,  who  lived 
and  died  a  member  of  the  Jewish  church.  The  apostles, 
then,  being  officers  of  the  church  of  the  new  testament, 
and  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  not  of  the  old  Jewish  church, 
it  cannot  be  that  they  were  apostles  in  act  before  Christ's 
death,  except  an  adjunct  can  be  before  the  subject,  and  an 
officer  before  the  corporation  in  and  of  which,  he  is  an 
officer. 

Thirdly,  Considering  the  ignorance  of  these  disciples  at 
that  time  in  the  main  mysteries  of  Christ :  of  the  nature 
of  his  kingdom,  his  death,  and  his  resurrection,  Matt.  xx. 
21  ;  Luke  xxiv.  20,  21,  &c.  ;  John  xx.  9  ;  Mark  xvi.  14  :  as 
also,  how  utterly  uufurnislied  they  were  of  gifts  befitting 
apostolical  teaching,  for  which,  as  being  an  extraordhiary 
dispensation,  and  that  in  the  highest  degree,  extraordinary 
and  infallible  revelation  and  direction  of  the  Spirit  was 
requisite,  wherewith  they  were  but  first,  as  it  seemeth, 
sprinkled,  John  xx.,  and  afterwards  more  plentifully  filled 
at  the  day  of  Pentecost ;  they  were  as  fit  for  an  apostleship 
as  David  was  for  Saul's  armour,  which  he  could  not  wield 
or  go  with. 

Fourthly,  Besides,  if  they  had  the  office  of  apostleship 
committed  to  them,  Matt,  x.,  how  was  it  that  they  con- 
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tinned  not  their  ministration  in  that  office  ;  but  returning 
after  a  few  days  to  their  Master,  Christ,  continued  \\ith 
him  as  his  disciples  till  his  death  ?  Christ  Jesus  did  not 
keep  a  company  of  non-residents  about  him  for  his  chap- 
lains, as  Mr.  Yates  insinuates  against  him. 

Lastly,  We  are  expressly  taught,  Eph.  iv.  8,  11,  when 
Christ  ascended  on  high  he  gave  gifts  unto  men,  apostles, 
prophets,  &c.  The  apostles  then  were  first  given  actually 
at  the  Lord's  ascension,  and  were  before  only  designed  to 
become  apostles  or  apostles  elect,  but  not  ordained,  nor 
possessed  of  any  office  :  and  therefore  preached,  and  that 
with  wan-ant  from  Christ,  without  office.  The  next  scrip- 
ture is  Luke  viii.  39,  by  Mr.  Yates  thus  opened,  Christ 
having  dehvered  the  man  possessed,  bids  him  go  and  show 
what  gi-eat  things  God  had  done  for  him :  and  it  is  said 
he  went  and  preached,  that  is,  if  it  be  to  their  purjDOse,  by 
ordinary  pams  and  study,  he  preached  the  gospel.  And 
with  pity  upon  us  poor  souls  that  cannot  distinguish  the 
publishing  of  a  miracle,  and  the  gift  (he  should  say  the 
work  if  he  distinguished  as  he  ought)  of  preaching :  he 
addeth,  that  if  Christ  had  minded  to  have  made  him  a 
public  preacher,  he  would  first  have  taken  him  with  him, 
and  instructed  him,  and  then  have  sent  him  abroad. 

First,  Let  it  be  observed,  that  the  word  used  by  Mark  for 
his  preaching,  Krjpvao-eiv,  is  the  same  word  which  is  com- 
monly used  for  the  most  solemn  preaching,  tliat  is,  by  the 
apostles  and  evangelists. 

Secondly,  Christ  bids  him,  Mark  v.  19,  go  home  and 
declare  how  great  things  the  Lord  had  done  for  him,  and 
had  had  compassion  on  him;  and  ver.  20,  he  is  said  to 
have  pul>lished  in  Decapolis  (Luke  hath  it  throughout  the 
whole  city)  how  great  things  Jesus  had  done  for  him. 
Which  he  doing,  what  else  did  he  but  preach,  publish,  and 
declare  the  great  love  and  mercy  of  God  m  and  by  Jesus 
Christ  towaixls  miserable  sinners  for  the  curing  of  their 
bodily  and  spiritual  maladies  ? 

Thirdly,  Where  he  makes  the  publishmg  of  the  miracle, 
and  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  diverse  things,  and  pities 
us  poor  souls  that  we  cannot  distinguish  between  them,  as 
Christ  bade  the  women  of  Jesusalem  not  to  weep  for  him 
but  themselves,  Luke  xxiii.  27,  28,   so  surely  had  he  need 
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to  pity  not  us  herein,  but  himself  in  his  so  great  mistak- 
ing.    Are  not  the  miracles  of  Christ,  storied  in  the  Scrip- 
tures,  a  main  part  of  the  gospel  ?  and  the  publishing  of 
them,  a  part  of  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  ?     And  when 
Mr.  Yates  opens  and  publishes  a  miracle  of  Christ,  as  this 
man  did,   doth  he  not  as  well,   and  as  truly  preach  the 
gospel  as  at  any  other  time  ?     Let  the  wise  judge  who  is 
to  be  pitied.    To  shut  up  this  point,  it  is  said,  John  xx.  30, 
that  Jesus   did  many  other  signs,  &c.,  and  ver.  31,    "But 
these   are  written  that  ye  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  the    Son  of    God;    and   that  believing  ye  might 
have  life  through  his  name."     The  publishing  then  of  the 
signs   and  miracles  which  Christ  did,  is  the  preaching  of 
faith  in  his  name  to  salvation  :  which  this  man,  therefore 
did,  especially  amongst  them  w^hich  were  not  ignorant  of 
the  law  of  Moses,  and  promise  of  the  Messiah  to  come  ; 
which  by  his  glorious  miracles,  done  by  his  own  power, 
and  in  his  own  name,  he  both  declared,  and  proved  him- 
self to  be.  John  v.  36  and  x.  37,  38.     And  where  he  adds 
that  Christ  gave  this  man  commission  to  do  that  which  he 
did,  but  he  admires  who  gave  ours  any  such  authority,  I 
answer,  Even  the   same  Christ,  as  then  immediately,  so 
now  mediately,   by  those  unto  whom  he  hath  given  autho- 
rity under  himself,  for  the  ordering   of    the   gifts   of  his 
Spirit  in  his  church.     And  suthcient  it  is  for  the  question 
between  him  and  me,  if  it  appear,  as  in  this  person,  that 
Christ  hath  given   commission  to  men  out  of  office  by  an 
ordinary  gift  to  publish,  and  preach  in  public  the  gospel 
of  salvation.     I  do  quote  next  in  my  book  Luke  x.  1,  9, 
which  for  that  W.  E.  omitteth  and  leaves  out,  IMr.  Yates 
thanketh  God  ;  but  in  truth  he  hath  more  cause  to  thank 
him  for  sparing  him  in  a  place  which  so  pregnantly  proveth 
the  preaching  of  the  kingdom  of  God  by  men  out  of  office : 
except  he  can  assign  some  new-found  office,  and  the  same 
but   of  two   or  three   days'   lasting  as,  ver.  17,   to    those 
seventy  there  sent. 

We  are  in  the  next  place  to  come  unto  John  iv.^^8,  29, 
39,  which  he  openeth  and  answereth  with  admiration, 
as 'the  fonner  place,  with  pity  and  compassion  on  this 
manner :  "  0  simplicity,  with  contradiction  to  his  own 
writing !     Simplicity  which  cannot  see  between  preaching 
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of  the  gospel  and  canjing  tidings  of  a  man  that  told  her, 
to  wit,  the  woman  of  Samaria,  of  all  things  that  ever  she 
did.  Is  not  this,  saith  she,  the  Christ  ?  But  besides  sim- 
plicity, here  is  contradiction  ;  for  says  Mr.  Eohinson,  and 
that  truly,  a  woman  is  not  suffered  to  exercise  an  ordinary 
gift  of  prophecy  in  the  church  ;  and  shall  the  woman  of 
Samaria  sers'e  your  turn,  that  it  is  lawful  for  men  to  exer- 
cise such  a  gift  ?" 

It  is  indeed  my  simplicity  to  think  that  the  gospel,  as 
the  word  importeth,  is  nothing  else  but  glad  tidings ;  and 
that  to  preach  the  gospel,  is  nothing  else  but  to  carr}-  or 
bring  glad  tidings  of  Christ  before  promised,  then  come 
into  the  world.  It  is  also  my  simplicity  to  think,  since  by 
the  tidings  which  tliis  woman  brought,  many  of  the  Sama- 
ritans believed  on  Christ,  in  a  measure,  ver.  39,  and  that 
without  preaching  of  the  Word  of  God  none  can  believe, 
Eom.  X.  14,  17,  that  therefore  she  preached  unto  the 
Samaritans,  the  same  Word  of  God  in  a  measure  also,  and 
that  as  truly  and  effectually,  as  ever  Mr.  Yates  did  to  his 
parishioners,  though  she  went  not  up  into  a  pulpit  as  he 
does.  And  that  he  may  judge  aright  of  this  matter,  let 
him  call  to  mind  that  those  Samaritans  received  the  books 
of  jMoses,  as  did  the  Jews  :  and  as  they  looked  for  the 
Messiah,  or  Christ  promised  to,  and  of  Abraliam  :  bearing 
themselves  for  the  children  of  the  patriarchs,  and  true 
worshippers  of  God,  as  they  had  been,  ver.  r^O,  28,  and 
being  so  prepared  were  easily  made  as  regions  or  corn- 
fields white  unto  the  haiwest,  ver.  35.  And  so  this  woman, 
by  declaring  unto  them  that,  by  which  this  Jesus,  the  Son 
of  Maiy,  proved  himself  to  be  the  Christ  or  Messiah  pro- 
mised, preached  faith  unto  them  most  proj^erly  and  effect- 
ually, even  that  main  point  of  faith,  then  in  "^controversy 
both  in  Judea,  and  Samaria,  and  Galilee,  and  the  countries 
thereunto  adjoining ;  which  was,  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ. 
I  suppose  Mr.  Yates  hath  not  sufficiently  thought  of  these 
tilings,  and  do  hope,  that  in  godly  modesty,  he  wiU  suffer 
himself  to  be  better  informed. 

And  for  contradiction,  between  these  two  propositions  : 
A  woman  may  not  teach  in  the  church,  and  a  woman  may 
teach  out  of  the  church,  or  where  no  chmxh  is,  as  it  was 
in  Samaria,  it  must  be  by  other  logic  than  I  have  learned  : 
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but  he  will  then  demand,  as  he  doth,  how  this  woman's 
preaching  can  serve  my  turn?  I  answer,  very  well,  by 
good  consequence  of  reason,  thus,  if  a  woman  may  law- 
fully teach  out  of  the  church  to  the  begetting  of  faith,  as 
this  woman  did,  but  not  in  the  church,  because  she  is  a 
woman  by  sex :  then  a  man,  against  whom  that  reason  of 
restraint  of  sex  lieth  not,  may  lawfully  teach  both  within, 
and  without,  the  church.  Of  which  consequence  more 
hereafter. 

Another  scripture  is,  Acts  viii,  1,  4,  with  chap.  xi. 
19 — 21,  where  it  is  recorded  how  aU  the  church  at  Jeru- 
salem were  scattered  abroad,  except  the  apostles,  and  that 
they  which  were  scattered  abroad  went  everywhere  preach- 
ing the  Word,  &c. 

Mr.  Yates  answereth,  "  that  besides  the  apostles  which 
were  in  office,  there  were  seventy  disciples,  which  Christ 
before  his  death  had  made  labourers  in  his  harvest ;  and 
therefore  these  might  preach,  or  any  other  that  had  an  ex- 
traordinary gift  of  prophecy :  the  one,  by  virtue  of  his  office 
and  gift  together,  the  other,  by  commission  from  the  Holy 
Ghost  to  exercise  that  gift  which  they  had  received  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost,  or  any  other.  But  says  your  author, 
Compare  this  place  with  Acts  xi.  19 — 21,  and  the  truth  will 
fully  appear.  I  answer,  it  will  fully  appear  against  you : 
for  Christ  charged  both  his  apostles,  and  likewise  the 
seventy  disciples,  that  they  should  preach  to  none  but  the 
Jews  :  and  therefore  it  is  sufficient  that  they  had  so  many 
preachers  in  office  already  by  the  commission  of  Christ,  to 
go  through  all  those  places  :  neither  will  I  deny  that  there 
might  be  others  whom  the  Holy  Ghost  immediately  raised 
up  to  manifest  the  excellent  gifts  that  were  to  be  poured 
down  upon  the  church  in  the  primitive  times." 

His  answer  is  very  dark  and  ambiguous,  but  in  which 
are  contained  sundry  errors  evident  enough.  First,  He 
makes  those  of  the  dispersion,  which  went  about  preaching 
the  Word,  to  be  of  the  seventy  disciples,  Luke  x.,  and 
others  the  like  furnished  with  an  extraordinary  gift  of 
prophecy;  but  seems  to  allow  them  for  no  officers,  in  the 
beginning  of  his  answer,  when  he  thus  speaketh  :  "Besides 
the  apostles  Avhich  were  in  office,  there  were  seventy  dis- 
ciples," &c.,  yet  afterwards,  in  these  words :   "  And  therefore 
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it  is  sufficient  that  they  had  so  many  preachers  in  office 
abeady,  hy  the  commission  of  Christ,  to  go  through  all 
these  places,"  &c.,  he  hestows  some  office  or  other  upon 
them.  Secondly,  He  misseth  in  two  scriptm^es,  which,  in 
his  answer,  he  pointeth  out;  the  former  is  Acts  ii.,  where 
he  gathereth,  that  others  hesides  the  twelve  received  the 
gift  of  prophecy  extraordinary  at  the  day  of  Pentecost. 
Second,  (if  I  mistake  not)  is  Matt.  x.  5,  0,  where  he  racks 
the  edict  of  prohihition  of  Christ,  laid  upon  the  apostles, 
and,  as  he  saith,  upon  the  seventy  disciples,  of  preaching 
to  any  hut  Jews,  far  ahove  the  reach  thereof;  even  unto 
this  time  of  the  dispersion,  whereas  it  reached  only  to  the 
death  of  Christ,  when  the  wall  of  partition  between  Jews 
and  Gentiles  was  broken  down ;  after  which  they  were,  b}' 
the  express  words  of  their  commission,  to  jjreach  to  all 
people,  beginning  indeed  at  Jerusalem  and  tai'iying  there, 
till  they  were  endued  witli  pov.-er  from  on  high,  and  so 
proceeding  unto  all  nations,  Luke  xxiv.  47,  49,  as  it  is  also 
recorded,  Acts  xi.  20,  that  some  of  this  dispersion  i^reached 
the  Lord  Jesus  to  the  Grecians  in  Antioch.  Thirdly,  It 
is  plain  b\'  that  which  I  have  formerly  said,  that  neither 
these  seventy  disciples,  no,  nor  the  twelve,  were  by  Christ 
possessed  of  any  office,  before  his  death ;  no,  nor  yet 
furnished  with  any  extraordinaiy  gifts  of  prophecv :  the 
evangelist,  who  knew  well  and  is  worthy  to  be  believed, 
bearing  also  Avitness  with  me,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  was 
not  yet  given,  because  that  Jesus  was  not  yet  giorilied. 
John  vii.  30.  Lastly,  It  is  altogetlier  unreasonable  to 
imagine  that  they  who  were  scattered,  and  i')reached  abroad, 
being  the  body  of  the  church  at  Jerusalem,  excepting; 
the  apostles,  were  all  officers  ;  and  little  more  reasonable 
to  think  that  they  were  all  extraordinarily  endued  with  the 
spirit  of  prophecy.  For,  First,  There  is  no  circumstance 
in  the  text,  leading  that  way;  and  to  imagine  exti'aordinaiy 
and  miraculous  things,  without  good  evidence,  is  extra- 
ordinary licentiousness  and  presumption.  Secondly,  The 
only  titles  given  unto  them,  are,  all  the  church  which  were 
at  Jerusalem  ;  they  that  were  scattered  abroad  ;  and  again, 
chap,  xi.,  they  which  were  scattered  abroad,  some  of  ihem 
were  men  of  Cyprus,  and  Cyrenc,  (tc,  nothing  insinuating 
any  office  of  ministiy.    Thirdly,  Their  preaching  here  and 
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there  is  only  noted  to  be  by  reason  of  their  scattering 
hither  and  hither  through  persecution,  and  not  of  any 
extraordinary  gift  and  dispensation  committed  unto  them. 
Fourthly,  If  they  had  been  extraordinary  prophets  imme- 
diately and  extraordinarily  inspired,  there  had  been  no 
need  of  so  speedy  sending  of  Barnabas  from  Jerusalem  to 
Antioch  with  supply,  though  he  were  a  man  full  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  for  so  were  such  prophets,  as  well  as  he, 
Eph.  ii.  20,  and  iii.  5.  I  conclude,  therefore,  as  before, 
that  these  men's  preaching  was  by  a  gift  and  liberty,  com- 
mon unto  them  and  us.  The  next  scripture  is,  1  Pet.  iv. 
10,  11  :  "As  every  man  hath  received  the  gift,  so  minister 
the  same  one  to  another  as  good  stewards  of  the  manifold 
grace  of  God.  If  any  man  speak,  let  him  speak  as  the 
oracles  of  God;  if  any  man  minister,  let  him  do  it  as  of 
the  ability  which  God  giveth,  that  God  in  all  things  may 
be  glorified,"  &c.  "  This,"  saith  Mr.  Yates,  "  is  little  to  the 
purpose,  only  thus  much  would  the  apostle  persuade, 
that  we  ought  to  be  harbourers  one  of  another,  and  that 
Avithout  grudging,  because  all  that  we  have  is  given  us  of 
God,  who  hath  left  us  not  as  engrossers  of  his  benefits,  but 
as  good  disposers  to  his  glory,  and  our  brothers'  good?" 

He  that  but  vieweth  the  place  without  prejudice,  cannot 
but  see  that  the  apostle  would  persuade  more  than  so 
much;  and  that  Mr.  Yates  doth  injuriously  inclose  the 
apostle's  words,  ver.  10  with  ver.  9,' which,  though  they 
lie  in  common  to  both,  yet  belong  much  more  to  the  verse 
following.  Ver.  9,  he  exhorteth  to  hospitality,  and  ver. 
10,  riseth  from  that  particular,  to  the  more  general  use  of 
all  gifts  or  graces,  and  so  ver.  11,  bringeth,  for  example, 
two  speciahties.  First,  The  gift  of  prophecy  in  speaking. 
Secondly,  The  ministering  of  the  ability  which  God  giveth, 
bodily  or  otherwise,  in  the  church.  Neither  can  the  apos- 
tle's meaning  Avithout  extreme  violence  be  restrained  to 
ver.  0,  which  speaks  only  of  hospitality ;  which  is,  but  the 
use  or  ministering  of  that  one  gift  or  grace  of  liberality. 
He  saith  in  the  10th  verse,  "  As  every  man  hath  received 
the  gift;"  that  is,  as  one  hath  received  this  gift,  anotlier 
that,  and  every  one  some,  so  minister  "the  same  one  to 
another ;  that  is,  so  let  every  such  person  mutually  in  the 
bond  of  love,    as  ver.  8,  communicate  his  gift;    as  good 
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disposers  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God ;  that  is,  knowing 
that  eveiy  one,  what  gift  soever  he  hath  received,  is  but  as 
the  Lord's  steward  therein.  Is  hherality  alone  a  manifold 
grace  ?  and  hospitality  alone,  the  ministering  of  a  manifold 
grace  of  God  ?  To  the  ministering  of  a  manifold  grace, 
the  apostle  persuades,  and  therefore  not  only  that  w^e 
ought  to  he  harbourous  one  to  another,  which  is  hut  the 
ministering  of  one  gi^ace. 

Two  other  scriptures  from  the  Eevelation  follow.  The 
former  is  chap.  xi.  ver.  3,  "I  will  give  to  my  two  witnesses, 
and  they  shall  prophesy  a  thousand  two  hundred  and  three- 
score days,  clothed  in  sackcloth."  This  is  meant,  saith 
Mr.  Yates,  "  of  the  two  testaments,  and  the  instiniments 
that  God  should  raise  up  to  use  as  faithful  witnesses 
against  Antichrist :  but  what  is  this  for  an  ordinaiy  gift  of 
prophecy  ?  Surely  in  this,  there  is  some  extraordinaiy 
thing,  because  it  is  said  God  will  give  power,  that  is,  give 
them  life  again,  for  Antichrist  did  kill  these  witnesses 
when  he  stopped  the  cmTent  of  the  holy  Word  of  God, 
and  shut  the  mouths  of  the  ministers,"  &c. 

His  exposition  I  will  not  deny,  nor  need  to  fear,  save  as 
wdth  great  partiality  on  the  clergy's  part,  he  makes  the 
ministers  of  the  Word  of  God,  that  is,  men  in  office,  the 
only  faithful  witnesses  against  Antichrist;  Avhereas  the 
contrary  is  most  true  ;  and  tliat  in  Antichrist's  reign  no 
church  officer,  as  an  officer,  witnessed  against  him,  but  all 
for  him  :  as  both  having  their  authority  by  him,  and  bind- 
ing themselves  to  submit  their  doctrine  to  his  censure. 
The  persons  indeed  that  were  also  officers,  even  mass- 
priests,  monks,  and  friars,  witnessed  some  of  them,  against 
him,  but  so  did  not  their  offices,  or  they  in  respect  of 
them,  which  is  all  one,  but  rather  witli  him,  as  advantag- 
ing his  state  and  hierarchy.  Something  extraordinaiy  I  do 
with  him  acknowledge  to  have  been  in  them,  in  respect  of 
the  order  then  prevailing,  and  of  the  bondage  spiritual 
under  wdiich,  all,  both  things  and  persons  w^re  :  as  also, 
of  the  degree  of  their  ordinary  both  gifts  and  graces,  to 
put  them  forth  in  service  of  the  truth  :  but  that  these 
witnesses  against  x\ntichrist  had  any  extraordinary  or 
miraculous  gift  of  prophecy,  which  he  insinuateth  and 
must  affirm,  if  he  will  draw^  them  from  our  part,  is  merely 

VOL.  III.  Y 
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imagined,  both  against  experience  and  their  o-wn  plea. 
But  for  the  opening  of  this  place,  I  refer  the  reader  to  our 
learned  countryman,  Mr.  Brightman,  where  he  shall  find 
affirmed  and  proved,  that  these  two  prophets  were  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  assemblies  of  the  faithful. 

The  other  scripture  is  Eev.  xiv.  G,  where  the  angel  flieth 
*'  in  the  midst  of  heaven  having  the  everlasting  gospel  to 
preach  unto  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth,  and  to  every 
nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people." 

"  By  heaven,"  saith  Mr.  Yates,  "  is  to  be  understood  the 
visible  church,  and  by  the  angel,  the  learned  men  that  God 
had  ever  raised  up  in  the  midst  of  popery,  to  carry  the 
blessed  Word  of  God  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  that  is,  raised 
from  the  earthly  corruption  of  Antichrist,  but  not  as  yet  at 
the  height  of  purity,"  &c. 

As  I  do  not  conceive  of  any  such  mystery  in  these  words, 
"  flying  in  the  midst  of  heaven,"  but  only  that  these  angels 
should  roundly  and  clearly,  especially  in  respect  of  former 
times,  publish  the  gospel  far  and  near,  as  is  the  flying  of  a 
bird  in  the  airy  heaven,  or  firmament,  speedy  and  evident : 
so  (that  signified)  I  assent  to  his  exposition,  as  being  also 
no  way  prejudicial,  but  much  advantageable  to  my  purpose. 
For,  if  those  learned  and  angel-likc  men  were  to  publish 
the  gospel  in  the  midst  of  popeiy,  and  that,  neither  by  any 
extraordinary  or  miraculous  gift,  nor  by  virtue  of  then- 
office,  then  is  public  prophesying  out  of  ofiice  by  an 
ordinary  gift  approvable.  The  first  part  I  hope  he  avIU 
easily  grant ;  if  not,  let  him  name  the  man  miraculously 
inspired  in  the  midst  of  popery.  For  the  latter,  the  office 
itself,  or  function,  was  no  ministry  of  Christ's  appointment, 
as  being  the  office  of  a  friar,  monk,  or  mass-priest,  so  their 
power  to  administer  it,  was  from  or  by,  the  Pope,  as  uni- 
versal bishop  :  that  is,  as  Antichrist.  In  respect  then  of 
the  gospel  which  they  preached,  and  of  their  personal  gifts 
and  graces,  by  which  they  were  both  enabled  and  provoked 
thereunto,  they  were  angels  of  God  ;  but  in  regard  of  their 
office  and  power  ecclesiastical,  and  hierarchical,  angels  of 
Antichrist.  Besides  that,  when  they  gave  their  clearest 
testimony  against  Antichrist,  they  were,  for  the  most  part, 
all  excommunicated  out  of  the  Church  of  Eome  :  and  so 
bein*^  no  members,  could  not  be  officers  of  any  church. 
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Whereupon  I  conclude,  tliat  the  witness  which  they  gave 
unto  the  truth,  was  but  personal,  and  not  ministerial,  so 
far  forth  as  it  was  of  God,  or  by  him  approved.  And  thus 
it  appeareth  how,  in  the  quoting  of  those  scriptures,  we 
have  not  offered  abuse  to  God's  Word,  as  he  abuseth  us, 
but  have,  wdth  good  conscience,  as  in  the  sight  of  God, 
noted  them,  as  serving  to  prove  law^fal,  public  prophecy  by 
an  ordinary  gift  out  of  office. 

Lastly,  1  Cor.  xiv.  comes  into  handling  wdth  the  proofs 
thence  taken  ;  which,  what  weight  they  have  shall  appear 
after  rehearsal  of  some  more  general  considerations  pre- 
mised m  my  book,  in  the  same  place,  for  the  better  under- 
standing of  the  point ;  as,  first, "  That  the  church  of  Corinth, 
above  all  other  churches,  did  abound  with  spiritual  gifts, - 
both  ordinary  and  extraordinary.  Secondly,  That  they 
abused  these  gifts  too  much  unto  faction  and  ambition. 
Thirdly,  That  thereupon  the  apostle  takes  occasion,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  xiith  chap,  and  so  forward,  to  draw  them 
to  the  right  use  of  these  gifts  of  God,  which  was  the  employ- 
ment of  them  to  the  edifying  of  the  body  in  love.  Fourthly, 
and  lastly,  That  having  laid  doA^^l,  in  chap,  xiii.,  a  full 
description  and  large  commendation  of  that  grace  of  love, 
in  chap,  xiv.,  and  the  beginning  of  it,  he  exliorts  to  pro- 
phesying, and  to  the  study  and  use  of  that  gift ;  which 
though  it  wTrenot  so  strange  a  thing  as  Avasthe  sudden  gift 
of  tongues,  nor  wdiich  drew'  with  it  such  Avonder  and  admira- 
tion, yet  was  it  more  profitable  for  the  church,  and  though  a 
matter  of  less  note,  yet  of  greater  charity,  which  must  bear 
SW' ay  in  all  our  actions. "  Whereupon  I  lay  down  the  first  rea- 
son for  brethren's  (though  no  officers)  liberty,  in  these 
Avords  :  ''Because  the  apostle  speaks  of  the  manifestation 
of  a  gift,  or  grace  common  to  all  persons,  as  w^eU  brethren 
as  ministers,  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  and  that  at  all 
times,  W'hich  is  love  ;  as  also  of  such  fruits  and  effects  of 
that  grace,  as  are  no  less  common  to  all,  than  the  grace 
itself,  nor  of  less  continuance  in  the  churches  of  Christ, 
to  wit,  of  edification,  exhortation,  and  comfort :  ver.  3, 
compared  wdth  1  Thess.  v.  11,  14." 

In  answering  the  former  part  of  the  reason,  he  is  very 
large  but  more  negligent,  as  appears  in  his  denying  that 
the  apostle  speaks  of  a  gift,  common  to  all  persons  ;  and 
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in  more  than  denying,  (for  his  rude  term  I  will  conceal  for 
his  credit's  sake,)  that  it  was  common  to  all  persons,  at 
all  times,  admiring  how  I  dare  affirm  any  such  thing: 
adding,  that  love  was  enjoined  to  all,  but  this  gift  only  of 
such  as  did  excel  amongst  them.  Whereas,  the  very  gift 
which  I  speak  of  in  that  place,  or  grace  rather,  as  I  there 
call  it,  was  none  other  but  the  grace  of  love;  as  any 
that  will  may  see  in  the  reason,  which  general  grace 
ought  to  manifest,  and  express  itself  in  the  edifying  use  of 
all  the  special  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  which  by  it  are  set  at 
work  and  moved,  as  the  lesser  wheels  of  a  clock  by  the 
greater ;  and  from  which  grace  the  apostle  provoketh  the 
church  to  the  stirring  up  of  the  gift  of  prophecy,  unto 
edification,  as  well  now  as  then.  And  whereas,  to  my 
ground  (as  he  puts  it,  and  as  after  a  sort  I  intend  it,  from 
ver.  3,  compared  with  1  Thess.  v.  11,  14,  viz.  that  since  the 
end,  which  is  edification,  exhortation  and  comfort  con- 
tinueth,  therefore  the  gift  of  prophecy  also  continueth,)  he 
answereth:  "  That  there  are  many  means  to  effect  one  end, 
and  yet  some  of  them  may  cease,  yea  all  of  them,  and 
others  come  in  their  room,  as,  for  extraordinary  gifts,  ordi- 
nary ;  and  so  for  apostles,  ordinary  ministers  ;  instancing 
further,  in  tongues,  which,  ver.  26,  are  for  edification:"  he 
neither  speaks  so  properly  as  is  meet,  nor  (all  admitted 
which  he  saith)  takes  away  the  force  of  the  argument. 
Strange  tongues,  to  speak  properly  and  pressly,  as  in 
disputing,  are  no  means  of  edifying  the  church  ;  but  the 
interpretation  and  application  of  the  matter  of  the^ 
tongues  :  neither  doth  the  office  of  the  ministry  in  itself 
ediiy,  but  the  use  and  exercise  of  it,  in  teaching  and  ex- 
horting; no,  nor  yet  the  gift  of  prophesying,  but  as  it  is 
used  in  speaking:  as  ver.  3,  "He  that  prophesieth,"  that 
is,  useth  the  gift  of  prophecy,  "speaketh  unto  men,  to 
exlrortation,  edification,  and  comfort."  There  being,  then, 
no  other  means  to  edify,  exhort,  and  comfort  in  the  church, 
but  prophesying,  the  apostle,  as  appeareth  by  the  two 
places  set  together,  laying  these  duties,  from  the  common 
grace  of  love,  as  well  upon  brethren  as  officers,  ordinary 
as  extraordinary,  and  at  all  times  in  the  church,  therein 
gives  warrant  to  an  ordinary  exercise  of  prophecy  in  the 
church,  by  men  out  of  office,  to  wit,  having  gifts  and 
abilities    answerable,    to    the    end    of    the    world.       The 
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second  argument  is  from  ver.  21,  where  the  apostle  saith, 
"  Ye  may  all  prophesy,  one  by  one,  that  all  may  learn,  and 
all  may  be  comforted:"  he  speaks  of  alls  prophesying,  as 
largely  as  of  all's  learning. 

"  This,"  saith  he,  "  is  absurd.  Ai-e  all  the  church  pro- 
phets ?  If  all  may  prophesy,  who  shall  learn?  The  Holy 
Ghost  says  all,  but  that  is  to  be  understood  of  such  as 
have  gifts ;  all  ought  to  have  the  gift  of  hearing,  but  the 
like  is  not  prophesying ;  and  I  say  this  gift  was  extraordi- 
nary, for  how  could  all  men  study  the  Scriptures  when 
they  had  them  not  in  their  native  tongues  ?  "  It  were  absm'd 
indeed  if  I  thought  that  every  person  in  the  church  were 
to  prophesy,  but  why  should  he  challenge  me,  or  I  purge 
myself  of  this  absurdity  ?  Whereas  the  contrary  is  most 
evident,  both  in  the  words  of  the  question,  which  are,  ''  that 
others  having  received  a  gift  thereunto,  may,  and  ought  to 
stir  up  the  same,  and  to  use  it  in  the  church,"  and  every- 
where in  the  handling  of  it."  By  ''  all,"  then,  I  mean  all  that 
have  gifts  ;  and  so  take  "all"  for  prophesying  as  largely, 
(yet  in  the  subject,  according  to  the  received  rule  of  ex- 
pounding the  notes  of  universality)  as  the  other,  "  all"  for 
learning.  His  question,  "  If  all  may  prophesy,  who  shall 
learn  ?"  is  easily  answered.  For  they  who  prophesy  at  one 
time,  may  learn  at  another.  It  is  the  disease  of  the  ex- 
alted clergy,  to  scorn  to  learn  anything  of  others,  than 
themselves,  and  almost  one  of  another.  Where  he  further 
saith,  that  "  aU  ought  to  have  the  gift  of  hearing,  but  the 
like  is  not  prophesying,"  it  is  true,  and  that  every  particu- 
lar person  in  the  church  is  not  bound  to  have  the  gift ;  but 
if  he  speak  anything  to  the  purpose  in  hand,  he  must  go 
further,  and  say,  that  no  ordinary  brethren  out  of  office 
ought  to  have  the  gift  of  prophecy  ;  which  if  it  were  true, 
then  ought  none  to  strive  for  htness  to  become  officers  ; 
neither  were  the  reproof  just,  which  the  apostle  lays  not 
only,  nor  so  much,  if  at  all,  upon  the  officers,  as  upon  the 
brethren,  Heb.  v.  12,  "  that  for  the  time  they  ought  to  be 
teachers."  Of  his  unworthy  mistaking  about  the  Scrip- 
tures not  being  in  the  Corinthians'  native  tongue,  which  he 
makes  the  only  ground  of  his  answer  (I  have  taken  notice) 
elsewhere.* 

To  conclude  this  argument.     The  apostle  writing  to  the 
*   Vidc^agcs  299,  30,3. 
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church  of  Corinth,  ''  Ye  may  all  prophesy  one  by  one," 
cannot  be  understood  of  extraordinary  prophets,  except  we 
conceive  that  the  body  of  that  church  was,  or  might  be, 
prophets  extraordinary,  and  miraculously  inspired  ;  which, 
considering  the  super-excellency  of  that  state  by  me  else- 
where laid  down,  is  a  presumption  above  my  reach,  and 
least  of  all  agreeing  with  Mr.  Yates'  judgment  in  his 
answer  to  the  next  argument,  which  is,  that  extraordinaiy 
prophecy  did  then  begin  to  cease  in  the  church. 

The  third  argument  is  from  ver.  34,  where  the  apostle  "re- 
strains women  from  prophesying  or  other  speaking  in  the 
church  with  authority,  as  also  1  Tim.  ii.  11,  12:  and  in 
forbidding  women,  gives  hberty  to  all  men  gifted  accord- 
ingly; opposing  women  to  men  —  sex  to  sex — and  not 
women  to  officers  :  and  again,  in  restraming  women,  shows 
his  meaning  to  be  of  ordinary,  not  extraordinary^  prophesy- 
ing :  for  women  immediately,  extraordinarily,  and  miracu- 
lously inspired^  might  speak  ^\ithout  restraint.  Exod.  xv. 
20 ;  Judges  iv.  4  ;  Luke  ii.  36  ;  Acts  ii.  17,  19. 

It  is  a  piteous  thing  to  see  how  Mr.  Yates  entangles 
himself  about  this  argument,  straining  all  the  veins  of  his 
wit,  if  not  of  a  more  tender  part,  his  conscience,  to  draw 
some  force  of  answer  upon  it.  That  which  hath  any  show 
of  answer,  either  in  that  place,  or  any  other  throughout 
his  tedious  and  perplexed  discom-se,  I  will  relate  and  re- 
fute, confirming  the  argument  clearly,  as  I  am  persuaded  to 
any  indifferent  judgment. 

His  first  answer,  or  exception  is,  "  That  it  is  most  absurd 
to  imagine  that  the  Corinthian  women  did  follow  their 
study,  and  take  ordinary  pains  to  make  sermons.  Secondly, 
That  extraordinary  prophecy  did  cease  ;  and  tliat,  not  all  at 
once,  but  first  in  women,  and  that  the  apostle  therefore 
especially  aims  at  them,  as  though,  to  wit,  in  their  o^vn 
judgment,  the  same  measure  were  still  upon  them,  as  well 
as  in  fomier  times,  when  Christ,  that  saves  both  man  and 
woman,  would  extraordmarily  manifest  himself  in  both,  yet 
first  after  a  sufficient  manifestation  of  his  grace  and  good- 
ness, he  withdrew  those  extraordinary  gifts  from  that  sex, 
then  afterwards  from  the  otlier."  His  third  answer,  upon 
which  he  doth  most  insist  is,  "  That  the  apostle  forbids  two 
general  faults  in  the  women ;  the  one  that  they  would  pray 
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and  prophesy  uncovered,  1  Cor,  xi.  5,  imitating  the  Py- 
thonesses and  the  Sibyls  of  the  Gentiles  in  laying  aside 
their  veil,  and  spreading  their  hair  against  decency  and 
comeliness.  The  second  is,  that  in  then*  husbands'  pre- 
sence they  would  be  as  ready  to  speak  as  they  :  and  there- 
fore the  apo^le,  finding  the  women  to  abuse  this  gift,  pro- 
hibits the  use  of  it,  whether  simply  or  no,  he  cannot  judge. 
Fourthly,  He  admu^es  by  what  logic  this  will  follow; 
women  are  forbidden  to  prophesy,  therefore  men  have 
liberty  ;  which,"  says  he,  "  is  an  ill  consequence." 

In  his  first  answer,  or  rather  exception,  he  mistakes  both 
the  state  of  the  question,  and  also  the  natui*e  of  the  ordi- 
nance. The  question  is  not  of  the  study,  or  ability  of  these 
women,  which  yet  I  think  was  greater  than  he  maketh  ac- 
count of,  but  of  their  forwardness  to  teach,  which  was  cer- 
tainly too  great.  And  what  consequence  is  this  ?  The 
Corinthian  women  were  not  sufficiently  fmnished  to  teach 
by  an  ordinaiy  gift  therefore  they  needed  not  to  be  re- 
strained from  teaching.  Nay,  therefore,  they  needed  much 
more  such  bridle  of  restraint  to  be  cast  upon  them ;  espe- 
cially considering  then  mannish  boldness  and  immodesty, 
insinuated  against  them  here,  by  the  apostle  in  part,  but 
much  more,  chap.  xi. 

Neither,  for  the  second  point,  are  they  that  speak  in  the 
exercise  of  prophecy  to  make  a  sermon  by  an  hour-glass, 
as  Mr.  Yates  gathers  :  that,  were  to  abuse  the  time  and 
wi'ong  the  gifts  of  others  ;  but  briefly  to  speak  a  word  of 
exhortation  as  God  enableth,  and  that,  after  the  ministerial 
teaching  be  ended,  as  Actsxiii.,  questions  also  about  things 
delivered,  and  with  them,  even  disputations,  as  there  is 
occasion,  being  part,  or  appurtenances  of  that  exercise. 
1  Cor.  xiv.  35  ;  Acts  xvii.  2  and  x^^iii.  4.  For  the  prophets' 
gifts  and  abiUties  then,  as  under  tlie  law,  a  ''  brdlock  or 
lamb  that  had  anything  supeiiluous  or  lacking  in  his 
parts  might  yet  be  offered  for  a  fi'ee-will  offering ;  but  for 
a  vow  it  was  not  to  be  accepted,"  Lev.  xxii.  23,  so,  in  this 
exercise  of  prophecy,  as  in  a  free-will  offering  according 
to  the  gift  of  God,  that  which  is  less  perfect  and  exact  may 
far  better  be  accepted,  than  if  the  same  were  presented  in 
the  pastor's  vowed  sei-^dce  and  ministration. 

For  his  second  answer.     As  it  is  true  that  extraordinary 
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prophecy  did  cease  by  degrees,  so,  is  it  not  certain,  but  a 
mere  presumption,  that  it  ceased  first  in  women:  but 
most  unti-ue  it  is  that  the  apostle  there  aims  at  all  at  the 
ceasing  of  that  gift  in  women.  Ecclesiastical  histories 
worthy  of  credit  in  this  kind,  do  testify,  that  the  stream  of 
the  Spirit  was  so  far  from  being  near  dry  at  this  time, 
as,  that  it  ran  a  strong  current  well  nigh  a  hundred  years 
after,  for  all  the  extraordinary  gifts  thereof;  as  for  the  cast- 
ing out  of  devils,  foreseeing  and  foretelling  things  to  come, 
healing  the  sick,  and  raising  the  dead,  of  whom,  divers  so 
raised,  lived  many  years  after ;  witness  amongst  others, 
Irenseus,  adv.  Her.  lib.  ii.  c.  57,  whom  also  for  the  same 
purpose  Euseb.,  Hist.  Eccl.,  lib.  v.  cap.  7,  allegeth,  and 
even  for  women.  Evident  it  is  by  the  Scriptures,  that 
extraordinaiy  prophecy  in  a  very  plenteous  manner  by 
them,  and  that,  in  the  presence  of  men,  continued  in  the 
church  for  many  years  after  Pauls  writing  of  this  Epistle. 
"  Philip  the  evangelist  had  four  daughters,  virgins,  which 
did  prophesy,"  and  that,  in  the  presence  of  the  apostle. 
Acts  xxi.  9.  Lo,  four  extraordinary  prophetesses  in  one 
house,  and  the  daughters  of  one  man  :  so  that  hitherto 
the  conduit  of  the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  kept  his  course 
as  well  upon  their  daughters  as  sons.  Joel  ii.  28 ;  Acts  ii. 
17.  So  Eev.  ii.  20,  we  read  how  the  woman  Jezebel, 
calling  herself  a  prophetess,  taught,  and  by  teaching, 
seduced  the  Lord's  sen^ants  in  the  church  of  Thyatira. 
In  which  place,  as  the  errors  and  evils  of  the  person  are 
condemned,  so  is  the  formal  order  of  the  church  mani- 
fested to  be  that  women,  prophetesses  extraordinary,  might 
teach.  Lastly,  The  prohibition  of  women  by  the  apostle 
is  perpetual,  and  not  with  respect  to  this,  or  that  time,  as 
appears  by  the  reasons  thereof  both  in  this  place,  and  in 
the  Epistle  to  Timothy,  and  such  as  equally  belong  to 
former  times  and  latter  :  and  no  more  to  the  latter  end, 
than  to  the  beginning  or  middle  time  of  the  manifestation 
of  the  grace  and  goodness  of  Christ. 

What  can  be  more  absurd  than  to  say  that  these  reasons, 
"  The  woman  must  be  under  obedience,  1  Cor.  xiv.  34,  and 
not  usurp  authority  over  the  man,  but  be  in  silence,  be- 
cause Adam  v/as  first  formed,  then  Eve,  and  Adam  was  not 
seduced,  but  the  woman,"  &c.  1  Tim.  ii.  12—14,  were  not 
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moral  and  perpetual?  Were  not  those  reasons  and 
grounds  for  women's  silence  in  the  church,  without  extra- 
ordinary dispensation  by  miraculous  inspiration,  of  as  great 
force  seven  years  before,  as  when  Paul  wrote  this  Epistle? 
It  is  therefore  most  clear  that  the  apostle  aims  not  at  all 
at  any  ceasing  of  the  gift  of  extraordinary  prophecy  now 
going  on,  but  at  the  universal  and  absolute  restraint  and 
prohibition  of  women's  prophesying,  not  extraordinary  but 
ordinary. 

In  his  third  answer  he  dealeth  worse  than  in  any  of  the 
other,  in  labourmg  to  smother  one  truth  under  another. 
For  albeit  the  women  of  Corinth  were  become  so  mannish 
as  that  they  would  prophesy  uncovered  and  without  their 
veil,  the  ensign  of  their  subjection,  yet  dotli  not  the  apo- 
stle meddle  at  all  with  that  malady  in  this  place,  but  in 
the  xith  chapter  of  the  epistle  as  himself  noteth.  Here, 
and  in  Timothy,  he  simply  forbids  the  thing,  there  the 
manner  of  doing  it.  Likewise  for  their  being  as  forward 
to  speak  as  their  husbands,  and  in  their  presence,  it  may 
be  ti-ue  in  part,  and  in  some.  But  w4iat  then  ?  Doth  the 
apostle  in  these  places  only  forbid  their  speaking  un- 
covered, and  permit  them  to  teach  so  it  be  veiled  ?  or  for- 
bids he  only  their  being  as  forward  as  their  husbands,  but 
gives  them  leave  to  speak  in  the  church,  so  it  be  with 
good  manners,  and  after  them,  wdiich  his  answer  insinu- 
ates ?  Or,  is  it  not  evident  to  all  that  will  not  shut  their 
eyes,  that  he  simply,  and  that  severely  prohibits  them  all 
speaking  whatsoever  in  this  exercise  ?  Ai^e  not  the  words 
plain  enough  ?  "  Let  the  w-omen  keep  silence  in  the 
church,  for  it  is  not  permitted  to  them  to  speak,  but  to  be 
under  obedience  as  the  law  saith."  And  again  :  "  It  is  a 
shame  for  women  to  speak  in  the  church,"  and  in  1  Tim. 
ii.  12 — 14,  "  Let  the  women  leai^n  in  silence  Avith  all  sub- 
jection. And  I  suffer  not  a  woman  to  teach,  nor  to  usurp 
authority  over  the  man,  but  to  be  in  subjection  :  for  Adam 
w^as  first  formed,"  &c.  Do  not  all  and  every  one  of  these 
reasons  bind  w^omen  to  all  peace  and  deej)  silence  in  the 
church,  yea,  to  such,  and  so  absolute,  as  that  they  may 
not  so  much  as  ask  a  question  for  learning  anything  them- 
selves, ver,  35,  much  less  teach  others  anything?  I 
therefore  conclude  this  as  a  most  certain  and  undeniable 
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truth,  that  the  apostle  speaks  here  of  such  a  gift  and  ex- 
ercise as  women  are  simply  forbidden  to  use  in  the  church  ; 
and,  therefore,  not  of  an  extraordinaiy  gift  or  exercise  which 
they  might  use  lawfully,  and  did  both  before,  and  a  long 
time  after  the  writing  of  this  Epistle. 

His  last  answer  now  comes  in  consideration,  which  is 
that  the  "  consequence  is  ill,  women  are  forbidden,  and 
therefore  men  are  permitted  to  prophesy  in  the  church  by 
an  ordinary  gift." 

If  the  consequence  seem  not  good,  why  doth  he  so 
struggle  as  before,  otherwise,  to  make  an  escape  from  the 
argument  ?  Let  us  consider  of  the  force  of  it,  which  ap- 
peareth  to  me  iiTesistible  in  these  three  things.  First, 
The  apostle  in,  and  for  this  work,  opposeth  the  men  to  the 
women,  sex  to  sex,  and  so  in  prohibiting  women,  he  per- 
mits men.  ^Vhen  the  Holy  Ghost,  opposing  faith  and 
works  in  the  case  of  justification,  denies  that  we  are  justi- 
fied by  works,  is  not  the  consequence  good,  that,  therefore, 
we  are  justified  by  faith  ?  Where  he  opposeth  believers 
and  unbelievers  in  the  case  of  salvation,  and  teacheth  that 
believers  shall  be  saved,  doth  he  not  teach,  consequently, 
that  unbelievers  shall  perish  ?  If  these  consequences  be 
not  good,  I  must  confess  myself  far  to  seek  both  in  logic 
and  divinity. 

Secondly,  The  reasons  of  the  prohibition  of  women 
prove  the  consequence,  which  are  all  such  as  prefer  the 
men  before  the  women,  and  subject  the  women  to  the  men, 
in  the  church,  and  in  this  very  Avork  of  pro|)hecy  of  which 
he  treateth.  But  now,  if  in  prohibiting  women,  he  gave 
not  liberty  unto  men,  where  were  the  prerogative  of  men 
above  women,  which  is  the  only  ground  uj)on  which  he 
buildeth  his  prohibition  ? 

Thirdly,  Where,  ver.  34,  35,  "  it  is  not  permitted  for 
women  to  speak,  but  if  tliey  will  learn  anything  to  ask 
their  husbands  at  home,"  if  their  husbands  might  not 
speak  neither,  nor  any  more  than  they,  what  reason  can  be 
rendered  of  the  apostle's  so  speaking  ? 

Lastly,  Mr.  Yates  in  denying  this  consequence,  showeth, 
that  so  he  might  deny  something  he  took  no  great  heed 
what  it  were.  The  apostle  in  this  whole  chapter  takes 
order  for  some  to  prophesy !    And  debarring  women  there- 
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from,  either  admits  men  to  the  use  of  that  liberty,  or  else 
we  must  have  some  third  kind  of  persons  thought  of  which 
are  neither  male  nor  female. 

My  fourth  argument  is  from  ver.  29,  and  32,  "  Let  the 
prophets  spealv,  two  or  tliree,  and  let  tihe  rest  judge,  and 
the  spirit  of  the  prophets  are  subject  to  the  proj)hets." 
Wlience  I  affirm  that  the  apostle  speaks  not  of  extraor- 
dinaiy  prophets  or  ju'ophesying,  since  they  in  their  doc- 
trines could  not  err,  and  so  w^ere  not  subject  to  any  such 
judgment  or  censure  of  others.  He  answereth  roundly, 
though  briefly,  in  this  place,  "that  these  prophets  were  not 
infallibly  assisted  :"  and  more  largely  in  another  place, 
*'  that  such  prophets  as  have  an  infallible  assistance,  are 
not  subject  to  this  rule,  but  others  that  had  but,  as  the 
apostle  said,  Eom.  xii.  6,  meaner  gifts,  were  to  be  ex- 
amined according  to  the  proportion  of  faith;  so  that  extra- 
ordinary prophets  might  mix  some  of  their  o^^^l  with  the 
extraordinary  gifts  of  God's  Spirit,  which  was  to  be  cen- 
sured by  such  as  had  a  greater  measure :  for  none  are  to 
think  that  all  who  had  these  exti'aordinar}^  gifts  were  free 
from  error  in  their  veiy  doctrine.  We  see  the  strange  gift 
of  tongues  was  abused,  and  so  might  the  rest  be." 

That  one  extraordinaiy  prophet  had  a  gi'eater  measure 
and  proportion  of  gifts  than  another,  I  acknowledge,  but 
that  any  one  of  them  could  err  in  doctrines,  or  was  not 
infallibly  assisted  therein  by  the  Spirit,  I  deny,  as  a  most  per- 
nicious error,  weakening  the  foundation  of  faith  and  truth 
of  the  Word  of  God :  neither  hath  Mr.  Yates  so  much  as 
enterprised  an  answer  unto  the  scriptures  brought  by  me 
to  prove  the  contrary :  which  were  Eph.  ii.  20,  where  the 
Ephesians  as  the  household  or  church  of  God,  are  said  to 
be  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and  prophets, 
&c.;  and  iii.  5,  where  he  speaks  of  tlie  mystery  of  Christ, 
which  in  other  ages  was  not  made  known  mito  the  sons  of 
men,  as  it  is  now  revealed  unto  his  holy  apostles  and  pro- 
phets by  the  Spirit.  Whence  it  appears  that  the  church 
is  as  well  built  upon  the  fomidation  of  the  prophets,  to  wit 
extraordinary,  which  then  were  (for  of  them  ho  speaketh) 
as  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  apostles,  and  they  as  infallibly, 
even  for  the  \ery  foundation,  inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost 
as  the  other.    So  that,  if  the  prophets  could  err  in  doctrine, 
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then  the  apostles,  and  if  in  doctrine  taught,  why  not 
written?  and  if  one  alone,  why  not  more,  or  all?  and  if 
they  might  err,  how  know  we  that  they  did  not  err?  If  he 
say  the  meaner  in  gifts  might  err,  but  not  the  greater ; 
first,  the  same  followeth  also  touching  the  apostles,  how 
much  more  touching  the  prophets  before  Christ,  not  com- 
parable to  those  after  him  :  why  then  may  there  not  be 
errors  in  the  writings,  especially  of  those  of  meaner  gifts,  as 
without  doubt  some  were,  in  comparison  of  the  rest?  What 
weather  this  wind  will  bring,  who  seeth  not?  Moreover, 
whereas  we  propound  such  interpretations  and  doctrines 
as  we  gather  from  the  Scriptures  by  discourse  of  reason, 
and  so  may  err ;  they  on  the  contrary,  every  one  of  them 
delivered  doctrine  by  immediate  inspiration  of  the  Spirit, 
in  which  by  reason  of  the  Divine  impression  which  it  made 
in  their  hearts,  differencing  it  from  all  both  human  col- 
lection and  diabolical  suggestion,  they  could  not  err,  nor 
be  mistaken,  but  knew  infallibly  when,  and  wherein,  they 
were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  Besides  there  is  not  like 
reason  of  strange  tongues  and  j)rophecy  for  the  considera- 
tion in  hand,  since  the  church  is  not  built  upon  the 
foundation  of  strange  tongues,  as  upon  the  foundation  of 
prophecy.  Neither  was  the  matter  of  the  speech  inspired, 
but  the  language  only  ;  except  the  same  persons  were  ipro- 
phets  also. 

Lastly,  If  there  were  the  like  reason  of  tongues,  and 
prophecy,  yet,  except  men  might  err  in  a  tongue,  and  deem 
themselves  inspired  extraordinarily  when  they  were  not 
(which  were  absurd  to  affirm),  it  could  not  evince  any  possi- 
bility of  erring  in  doctrine  by  extraordinary  prophets.  The 
last  argument  of  my  book  I  take  from  ver.  37,  38  :  "  If 
any  man  think  himself  to  be  a  prophet,  or  spiritual,  let 
him  acknowledge  that  the  things  which  I  write  unto  you 
are  the  commandments  of  the  Lord:  but  if  any  be  ignorant 
let  him  be  ignorant." 

Mr.  Yates  taxeth  me  for  making  a  prophet  and  spiritual 
man  all  one,  since  by  a  spiritual  man  is  meant  such  as 
excelled  in  any  spiritual  gift,  prophecy,  or  other.  But 
without  cause,  since  I  neither  mean  more,  nor  need  more 
for  my  purpose,  than  that  a  prophet  be  included  in  the 
general  of  a  spiritual  man.     But  wherefore  doth  he  not 


Hosted  by 


Google 


FOR  THE  EXERCISE  OF  PROPHECY.  333 

answer  the  argument,  or  mind  where  the  force  thereof 
lieth  ?  which  is,  in  the^vords  following,  "  Let  him  acknow- 
ledge that  the  things  that  I  write  are  the  commandments 
of  the  Lord.  But  if  any  man  be  ignorant,  let  him  be 
ignorant."  The  extraordinary  prophets  were  guided  as 
immediately  and  infallibly  by  the  revelation  of  God's 
Spirit,  as  Paul  himself,  and  might  as  well  have  required 
of  him  to  "  acknowledge  that  the  things  which  they  spake 
were  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,"  as  he  of  them; 
neither  was  it  possible  that  they,  or  any  of  them  should  be 
ignorant  that  the  things  which  he  spake  were  the  com- 
mandments of  the  Lord.  Which  argmnent  is  also  much 
strengthened,  and  made,  in  my  judgment,  unanswerable, 
by  that  which  we  find,  ver.  36,  "  Came  the  Word  of  God 
out  from  you,  or  came  it  unto  you  only  ?"  which  words  the 
apostle  doth  not  direct  unto  the  women  (as  Mr.  Yates  mis- 
conceiveth  with  great  error,  and  contraiy  both  unto  reason, 
and  the  express  Greek  text,  which  will  not  bear  it),  but  to 
the  prophets  with  whom  he  dealetli,  and  tbat  by  way  of 
comparison  with  himself  from  whom,  to  wit,  by  immediate 
revelation,  the  Word  of  God  came  after  a  sort  to  the 
Corinthians.  Which  plainly  proves  that  they  could  not  be 
extraordinaiy  prophets,  from  whom  the  Word  of  God  came 
unto  the  church  as  well  as  from  himself,  they  being  in- 
spired immediately  by  the  Holy  Ghost  as  well  as  he. 

The  Christian  reader  may  find  besides  these,  other 
reasons  from  the  scriptm^e  laid  do^^^l  by  our  worthy 
comitr3mian,  Mr.  Cartm^ight,  in  his  Confutation  of  the 
Ehemists,  sect.  5,  for  tbe  justification  of  this  exercise,  as 
ordinary  and  continual. 

The  other  arguments  in  the  same  place  of  my  book  to 
the  same  purpose,  though  Mr.  Yates  could  not  but  take 
knowledge  of,  yet  hath  he  not  thought  good  to  meddle 
with.  One  of  them  only  I  will  annex  in  this  place,  word 
for  word,  as  there  I  have  set  it  dovm. 

It  is  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  by  the  apostle,  that 
**  a  bishop  must  be  apt  to  teach,  and  that  such  elders  or 
bishops  be  called  as  are  able  to  exhort  with  sound  doctrine 
and  to  convince  the  gainsayers."  ]  Tim.  iii.  )1;  Tit.  i.  9. 
Now  except  men,  before  they  be  in  office  may  be  permitted 
to  manifest  their  gifts  in  doctrine,  and  so  in  prayer,  which 
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are  the  two  main  works  requiring  special  qualifications  in 

the  teaching  elders,  Acts  vi.  4,  how  shall  the  church,  which  is 

to  choose  them,  take  knowledge  of  their  sufficiency,  that  with 

faith  and  good  conscience  they  may  call  them  and  submit 

unto  them  for  their  guides  ?     If  it  be  said,  that  upon  such 

occasion  trial  may  be  taken  of  men's  gifts,  he  that  so  saith, 

grants  the  question  ;  but  must  know  besides,   first,  that 

men's  gifts  and  abilities  should  be  knoT\Ti  in  some  measure, 

before  they  be  once  thought  on  for  officers  :  and  secondly, 

that  there  is  none  other  use  or  trial  of  gifts,  to  wit  in,  and 

by  the  chmxh,  but  in  prophesying ;  for  everything  in  the 

Lord's  house  is  to  be  performed  in  some  ordinance — there 

is  nothing  thro^vn  about  the  house,  or,  out  of  order  in  it : 

and  other  ordinance  in  the  church  save  this  of  prophecy  is 

there   none,  wherein  men  out  of  office  are   to    pray  and 

teach,    &c.      Lastly,  Mr.   Yates,  in   denying  this  liberty, 

besides  other  evils  reproveth  the  practice  of  all  reformed 

churches  and  of  the  Church  of  England  with  them.     It  is 

not  only  penxiitted  as  lawful,  but  required  as  necessai-y 

w^here   I  live,-    that   such    as   have   bent   their  thoughts 

towards  the  ministiy,  should  beforehand  use  their   gifts 

publicly  in  the  church  ;  and  intolerable  bondage  it  would 

be  thought  by  them  to  have  pastors  ordained  for  them,  as 

all  there  are  unto  the  places  in  which  they  are  to  minister, 

of  whose   ability  in  teaching  they  had  not  taken  former 

experience.     And  not  only  so,   but  it  hath  been  further 

decreed  in   solemn  synod,  ''that  in  all  churches,  whether 

springing  up  or  gi'own  to  perfection,  the  order  of  prophecy 

should  be  obseiwcd  according  to  Paul's  institution;  and 

that  into  this  fellowship,  to   wit  of  prophets,   should   be 

admittecl  not  only  the  ministers  but  also  the  teachers,  and 

of  the  elders  and  deacons,  and  even  of  the  veiy  common 

people  (ex  ipsa  jolehe),  if  there  were  any  which  would  confer 

their  gifts  received  of  the  Lord  to  the  common  benefit  of 

the   church,"  c^c.     Hannon.   Synod.   Belg.  de  Prophetica, 

ex  Synodo  Embdana,  Can.  1,  '2.     And  for  England  itself 

what  will  Mr.  Yates  say  to  ihe  "  Common  places,"  as  they  are 

called,  or  sermons,  as  indeed  they  are,  in  the  colleges  not 

only  peiTnitted  unto,  but  imposed  upon  divers  who  never 

received  orders  of  priesthood  ?     WhdX  to  such  as  preach  by 

*  Ley  den. 
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the  bishop's  licence  without  any  such  order?  Yea,  to  all 
such  as  are  ordained  and  called  ministers,  but  have  not 
actual  charge,  and  so  are  like  the  popish  accidents  in  the 
sacrament  without  a  subject?  Lastly,  It  might  be  sho^vn 
if  need  were,  that  gi'eater  liberty  than  he  alloweth  is  used 
by  divers  in  the  Eomish  Church,  the  spiritual  Egypt,  and 
house  of  bondage  for  God's  people  :  so  as  the  bondao-e  of 
the  veiy  Hagar  of  Rome  is  not  so  great  in  this  case,  as  he 
would  bring  upon  Sarah  herself. 

The  liord  give  unto  his  people  courage  to  stand  for  this 
liberty  amongst  the  rest,  wherewith  Christ  hath  made  them 
fi'ee,  Gal.  v.  1 ;  and  unto  us  who  enjo}"  it,  grace  to  use  the 
same  unto  his  glory,  in  our  mutual  edification.     Amen. 
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PEEFATOEY  NOTICE  BY  THE  EDITOE, 

TO   THE    TEEATISE  AND    THE    TWO    LETTERS  WHICH   FOLLOW. 


The  first  Congregational  Church  in  London  being  with- 
out a  pastor,  the  Eev.  Henry  Jacob,  their  minister,  having 
recently  emigrated  to  Virginia,  wrote  letters  to  the  sister 
churches  at  Amsterdam  and  Ley  den,  soliciting  advice  on 
various  points  in  which  they  were  deeply  interested  ;  and 
particularly  respecting  their  duty  towards  some  members 
who  had  occasionally  attended  the  services  of  the  Esta- 
blished Church  in  England. 

The  letter  to  the  church  at  Amsterdam  occasioned  much 
contention,  and  led  to  proceedings  utterly  at  variance  with 
the  spirit  and  principles  of  the  gospel.  It  would  seem  one 
of  their  number,  who  had  formerly  been  transferred  from 
Leyden,  had  been  guilty  of  the  offence  of  hearing  the 
gospel  in  an  English  Church,  and  was  obnoxious  on  some 
other  gi'ounds;  he  was  therefore  proceeded  against  as  an 
offender,  and,  through  the  influence  of  a  small  party  in, 
the  church,  was,  without  being  allowed  a  fair  opportunity 
of  vindicating  himself,  censured  and  excommunicated. 

The  church  at  Amsterdam,  it  would  seem,  wrote  to  Mr. 
Eobinson  and  his  people,  to  explain  and  justify  their  pro- 
ceedings. But  neither  the  pastor  of  Leyden  nor  his  church 
were  satisfied;  and  in  their  name  he  wrote  the  "  Appeal  in 
Trutli's  Behalf,"  in  which  he  protests  against  their  un- 
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scriptural  proceeding,  and  declines  all  further  consultation 
or  conference  with  that  church,  ha^^.ng  had  in  previous 
years  much  painful  discussion  and  con^espondence  there- 
with. 

"  The  Letter  to  the  Chin-ch  in  London,"  in  reply  to 
their  application,  was  written  hy  Mr.  Eobinson  six  months 
previously  to  the  "  Appeal,"  in  which  he  adverts  to  the 
proceedings  at  Amsterdam,  and  advises  the  London  church 
by  no  means  to  reject  those  friends  who,  under  some  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  had  occasionally  worshipped  in  the 
English  Church. 

He,  moreover,  wrote  the  "  Treatise  on  the  Lawfulness 
of  Hearing  the  Ministers  of  the  Church  of  England,"  about 
the  same  time.  It  was  evidently  designed  for  the  press ; 
but  he  died  without  publishing  it;  the  manuscript  was 
found  in  his  desk  after  his  decease.  It  was  carefully 
preserved  by  the  church  for  more  than  nine  years.  It  is 
probable  that  a  copy  had  been  taken  by  some  parties,  with 
the  intention  of  printing  it  when  opportunity  should  offer. 

The  work  was,  at  length,  published  by  persons  who  desig- 
nate themselves  only  as  *'the  printers,"  and  whose  address 
"to  the  Christian  Eeader"  states  the  reason  of  publication. 

Internal  evidence,  furnished  by  the  Preface,  shows  that 
these  "printers"  were  intimately  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  church  at  Leyden,  and  probably  they  had 
been  actual  members  at  Leyden,  though  it  would  seem 
they  were  now^  resident  in  London  or  Amsterdam.  Learn- 
ing that  proceedings  had  lately  been  adopted  in  the  church 
at  Leyden,  similar  to  those  which  had  taken  place  at 
Amsterdam  ten  years  previously,  and  against  which  Mr. 
Eobinson  and  his  friends  had  so  earnestly  protested  in  the 
"Appeal,"  and  to  which  he  had  adverted  in  his  Letter  to 
the  Church  in  London,  they  resolved  to  print  the  Treatise, 
that  the  deliberate  opinions  of  their  former  pastor  respect- 
ing the  "Lawfulness  of  Hearing  Ministers  in  the  Church 
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of  England,"  might  be  generally  known,  and  to  show  that 
such  an  occasional  practice  ought  not  to  be  considered  as 
a  violation  of  Christian  duty,  nor  a  compromise  or  aban- 
donment of  Nonconformist  principles,  inasmuch  as  the 
mere  hearing  of  a  discourse  in  the  Established  Church 
was  not  an  "  act  of  church  communion,"  and  did  not 
necessarily  imply  concuri'ence  in  the  ecclesiastical  views 
of  the  preacher,  nor  approbation  of  the  National  Chm*ch, 
as  an  institution. 

The  "printers"  supply  two  or  three  objections  and 
answers  in  their  Address,  additional  to  those  found  in  Mr. 
Eobinson's  Treatise,  stating  that  such  objections  had  been 
urged  by  the  factious  party  in  the  Leyden  church,  as  a 
justification  of  their  proceedings. 
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A  TREATISE  OE  THE  LAWEULNES 


HEAEING  OF  THE  MINISTEES  IN  THE  CHUECH 
OF  ENGLAND ; 

PENNED  BY  THAT  LEAHNED  AND  BEVERENT  DEUINE, 

ME.  JOHN  ROBINSZ, 

LATE  PASTOll  TO  THE  EKGLISH  CHURCH  OF  GOD  IN  LEYDEN. 

Printed  according  to  the  copie  tliat  was  foimd  in  his  studie  after  his 
decase,  and  now  published  for  the  common  good. 

Together  with  a  Letter  written  by  the  same  Authore,  and  approued 
by  his  church,  which  foUoweth  after  this  Treatise. 


"  Judge  not  according  to  pearance,  but  judge  righteous  judgment." — John  vii.  24. 


PRINTED  ANNO  1634. 
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Chbistian  reader,  however  the  veiy  naming  of  the  Author 
of  this  following  Treatise  were  sufficient  reason  for  us  to 
publish  the  same  unto  the  world,  in  regard  of  those  large 
abilities  above  many  others  which  the  Lord  had  bestowed 
upon  him ;  and  in  regard,  he  being  now  at  rest  mth  the 
Lord,  and  so  having  finished  long  since  his  com'se  in  this 
his  pilgrimage,  we  cannot  expect  to  have  any  more  use  of 
his  help  this  way ;  and  although  it  were  great  pity  that 
such  a  work  as  this  should  be  concealed  for  so  long  time, 
considering  the  work  Avas  perfected  and  written  by  his 
owTL  hand,  and  so  found  after  his  death,  which  is  nine 
years  since,  in  his  study,  yet  have  we  thought  it  good  all 
this  while  to  conceal  it,  in  respect  of  that  desire  we  had 
to  the  peace  of  that  church  whereof  the  Author  of  this 
Treatise  was  for  so  many  years  a  j^astor.  In  regard,  we 
did  perceive  that  some,  though  not  many,  were  conti'ary- 
minded  to  the  Author's  judgment  expressed  in  this  Trea- 
tise ;  and  this  we  judge  to  be  a  sufficient  reason  of  om* 
so  long  delaying  of  publishing  this  Treatise  to  the  world  : 
yet  to  our  grief,  we  have  now  just  cause  to  put  this  same 
on  foot ;  for,  as  when  a  city  is  in  danger  of  enemies  to  be 
surprised,  it  is  then  high  time  to  take  up  all  those  warlike 
munitions  which  happily  before  that  time  were  cast 
aside  and  not  regarded,  that  so  they  may  the  better  main- 
tain their  city  and  the  privileges  of  it,  against  theii' 
enemies  ;  so  we  judge  it  as  necessaiy,  if  not  more,  when 
we  see  the  enemies  of  God's  church  to  encroach  upon  the 
privileges  of  the  same,  especially  when  they  aim  at  the 
utter  ruinating  of  it,  that  then  it  is  high  time  for  us  to 
defend  the  cause  of  Christ :  and  it  was  the  wisdom  of 
Jehoiada,  the  high-priest,  perceiving  the  malice  of  Athalia, 
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seeking  to  destroy  the  whole  seed  of  Jehoshaphat,  to  hide 
Joash,  the  right  heir  of  the  kingdom,  and  when  he  saw  a 
fit  opportunity,  then  to  reveal  him  and  make  him  known  ; 
so  Ave,  who  have  observed  Athalia's  spirit  in  part,  to  be  in 
some  who  have  laboured  to  assume  the  power  to  them- 
selves, which  is  proper  to  the  church,  and  so  Diotrephes- 
like,  would  cast  out  whom  they  please,  and  retain  whom 
they  thought  good  ;  and  rather  than  they  will  be  hindered 
in  this  their  attempt,  they  will  labour  to  rend  that  church 
in  pieces  in  which  they  have  lived  for  many  years  toge- 
ther ;  and  that  we  may  not  seem  to  accuse  them  of  any- 
thing without  just  reason,  we  desire  the  Christian  reader 
and  themselves  to  consider  this  that  follows  : — 

First,  Their  schism,  or,  as  they  call,  it  their  leaving  of 
the  church,  doth  arise  upon  this  occasion:  to  wit,  that  two 
who  are  members  of  the  same  church  with  them,  having 
upon  some  occasion  heard  some  of  the  ministers  in 
England  preach,  and  it  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  some 
of  these,  who  have  now  made  this  rent  in  the  church,  they 
would  presently  have  these  persons  dealt  withal  as  for  sin, 
and  if  they  did  not  repent  after  dealing,  they  would  have 
the  church  proceed  to  excommunicate  them,  ipso  facto; 
which  the  church  not  willing  to  consent  unto,  these  men 
could  not  be  satisfied,  but  they  would  have  their  own  wills 
done,  or  else  they  would  rent  from  the  church,  which  pro- 
ceeding of  theirs,  if  it  were  approved  of  and  followed,  no 
church  could  long  continue  together  in  peace ;  for  what 
these  four  or  five  men  have  done,  that  may  any  other  man 
do  :  so  that  if  any  man  do  conceive  any  of  his  brethren  to 
walk  in  any  such  sin,  which  he  judges  doth  deserve  ex- 
communication, if  the  church  will  not  thereto  consent,  he 
may  rent  himself  from  the  same.  Although  the  Author  of 
this  Treatise  hath  taught  them  otherwise,  to  wit,  *'that  if 
the  church  see  not  that  to  be  sin,  which  I  see  to  be  a  sin, 
I,  having  informed  the  church  thereof,  according  to  my 
place,  I  have  discharged  my  duty,  and  the  sin  lies  upon  the 
church,  (if  it  be  a  sin,)  and  not  upon  me."  But  it  seems 
these  men  do  look  for  that  in  the  church  on  earth  which 
is  only  to  be  found  in  heaven  ;  for  themselves  have  affirmed, 
and  that  before  divers  witnesses,  that  there  is  no  sin,  small 
or  great,  that  is  to  be  borne  withal,  and  that  the  very 
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speaking  of  a  word,  through  frailty,  about  worldly  business 
on  the  Sabbath-day,  should  have  as  severe  a  sentence  as 
he  that  shall  openly  and  profanely  transgress  against  the 
fourth  commandment ;  the  very  naming  of  which,  their 
opinion,  is  sufficient  to  discover  their  weakness.  And  that 
w^e  may  yet  further  discover  these  men's  folly  to  the  world 
more  fully,  we  will  show  you  how  contrary  they  are  to 
themselves  in  this  their  judgment ;  for,  as  they  say,  and  do 
affirm,  there  is  no  sin  which  is  to  be  borne  withal  in  the 
church,  yet  themselves,  or  at  least,  the  chief  of  them, 
do  practise  the  contraiy:  as  for  example — one  instead  of 
many  may  serve  the  term — The  chief  of  the  authors  of 
this  trouble  doth  hold,  and  so  hath  for  many  years  toge- 
ther, to  wit,  that  it  is  unla^\'ful  for  the  members  of  one 
church  to  have  communion  with  another  church,  and  yet, 
notwithstanding  this  his  judgment,  he  can  bear  with  one, 
who  hath,  contraiy  to  this  his  judgment  practised,  and  so 
professeth  still  to  do  upon  occasion  ;  and  yet  notwithstand- 
ing his  so  practising,  and  so  professing,  he  is  received 
among  them,  and  is  their  chief,  if  not  their  only  teacher 
which  they  have  ;  so  that  we  may  here  easily  perceive 
that  though  this  man  doth  use  Jehu's  pace  against  the 
sins  of  others  with  whom  he  desires  to  be  alienated, 
yet  he  can  bear  with  as  great  sins  in  others  in  his 
judgment,  with  whom  he  desires  to  walk.  We  could  show 
many  more  reasons  to  prove  his  partiality,  but  then  we 
should  exceed  the  bounds  of  an  epistle.  Only  we  desire 
the  reader  to  take  notice  of  these  two  things — First,  That 
this  practice  of  hearing  the  ministers  of  the  church  of 
England  is  not  against  any  article  of  faith  which  is  by 
this  church  professed,  whereof  the  Author  of  this  Treatise 
was  a  pastor,  it  being  no  act  of  church  communion ;  for, 
if  hearing  simply  were  an  act  of  communion,  then,  eveiy 
heretic  or  atheist,  or  whatsoever  he  were  that  should  come 
into  the  church  of  God,  should  have  communion  with 
them,  which  if  it  were  true,  (as  this  following  Treatise 
proves  the  contrary,)  then  it  w^ere  good  for  every  church 
that  will  avoid  communion  with  profane  men,  to  meet 
in  private,  and  then  to  shut  their  door  when  their  own 
company  is  met  together:  else  I  cannot  see  how  they 
can  avoid  having  communion  with  wicked  men ;  to  wit, 
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if  bare  hearing  be  an  act  of  communion.  Secondly,  As 
this  hearing  is  not  against  any  article  of  their  faith,  so 
likewise,  it  was  not  in  the  judgment  of  the  church  es- 
teemed as  a  thmg  that  might  not  be  borne  withal ;  and 
this  may  appear  by  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  we  have 
here  following  published,  where  the  church,  in  the  coun- 
sel which  they  give  to  the  church  of  London,  do  suffi- 
ciently make  it  appear  that  their  judgment  did  manifestly 
differ  from  that  of  those  who  now  have  made  this  breach ; 
and,  which  is  well  to  be  marked  by  the  reader,  how  that 
the  church,  when  this  letter  was  written,  enjoyed  the 
pastor ;  and  their  company  was  five  times  greater  than  it 
was  when  this  breach  was  made;  and  because  these  men 
in  this  their  error  are  willing  to  restrain  it,  and  not 
being  able  to  make  any  sufficient  reply  to  the  answer 
made  in  this  Treatise  to  their  objections,  though  the 
manuscript  thereof  hath  been  in  their  hands  for  many 
years ;  yet,  because  they  will  find  something  to  say  more 
than  others  have  done  heretofore,  though  of  less  force, 
therefore  they  have  joined  some  new  objections,  which 
both  the  seducer  and  the  seduced  do  think  are  unan- 
swerable, therefore  it  will  not  be  amiss  for  us  to  pro- 
pound them,  and  to  give  some  answer  to  them,  that  so 
if  their  stomachs  serve  they  may  reply  to  all  at  once. 

First,  They  object,  and  say,  that  we  hold  the  Church  of 
England  to  be  a  false  church,  and  the  ministers  thereof 
to  be  antichristian,  and  yet  we  go  thither  to  worship 
the  true  God.  Before  we  answer  directly  to  this  objec- 
tion, we  shall  intreat  the  reader  and  themselves  to  con- 
sider of  this  that  follows  : 

First,  A  church  may  be  said  to  be  false  in  divers 
respects,  and  according  to  those  respects  we  are  to  have 
divers  considerations  thereof;  as  first,  a  church  may  be 
said  to  be  false  in  respect  of  outward  order,  to  wit,  when 
a  church  is  gathered  together  not  according  to  the  rule 
of  Christ,  neither  in  their  outward  government  do  they 
conform  thereunto;  now  this  church  cannot  be  said  to 
be  the  church  of  Christ  being  thus  erected,  and  governed 
contrary  to  the  rule  of  Christ,  but  is  false  and  anti- 
christian, and  yet  notwithstanding,  the  faith  professed  by 
this  church,  and  the  doctrines  taught  in  this  church  may 
be  sound  and  according  to  God. 
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Secondly,  A  church  may  be  false,  not  only  in  respect 
of  outward  order,  but  likewise  in  respect  of  faith  and 
doctrine. 

Now  to  this  latter  we  counsel  no  man  to  go,  because 
from  thence  no  good  can  be  expected,  and  that  is  the 
esteem  we  have  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  But  now%  as 
in  a  tnie  church,  in  respect  of  outw^ard  order,  there  may 
be  many  false  doctrines  taught,  so,  in  a  church  that  is 
false  in  respect  of  outward  order  there  may  be  many 
sound  and  seasonable  tniths  taught,  and  this  esteem  we 
have  of  the  preaching  in  England :  namely,  that  the 
doctrine  there  taught,  according  to  the  articles  of  then- 
faith  is  sound,  and  the  effects  of  it  have  appeai^ed  in 
the  working  of  faith  in  the  hearts  of  many  thousands. 
For  the  outward  order,  or  meeting  there  as  a  church, 
that  concerns  themselves,  and  those  that  are  in  union 
with  that  church  estate,  but  not  all  that  hear  them. 

Now  that  worshipping  of  God,  w^hich  consists  in  hearing 
his  Word,  is  w^aiTantable  for  us  to  do  in  England,  we 
prove  it  by  this  argnament : 

That  preaching  which  ordinarily  begets  men  to  the 
faith  of  Christ  may  lawfully  be  heard. 

That  the  preaching  of  many  ministers  in  the  Church  of 
England  hath,  and  doth,  ordinarily  beget  men  to  the  faith 
of  Christ. 

Therefore  the  preaching  of  many  ministers  in  England 
may  lawfully  be  heard. 

The  iirst  part  of  this  syllogism  is  proved  out  of  Rom.  x., 
where  the  apostle  teihng  w^hat  is  the  ordinary  way  God 
uses  to  beget  men  to  the  faith  of  Christ,  tells  us  it  comes 
by  hearing  the  Word  of  God  preached  ;  if  faith  comes  by 
hearing  the  Word  of  God  preached,  to  wit,  if  that  be  the 
outward  means,  then  there  is  no  question  but  that  a  man 
may  hear  such  preaching,  and  any  man  may  blush  for 
shame  that  shall  deny  this  :  so  that  the  major  part  of  the 
argument  is  clear.  And  for  the  minor  part  they  cannot 
deny  it,  no  more  than  a  man  at  noon-day  can  deny  the 
sun  to  shine ;  for  if  any  man  make  question  whether  faith 
comes  ordinarily  by  the  preaching  and  hearing  in  England, 
it  is  a  great  question  whether  they  ever  had  faith  or  no, 
yet  because  some  are  so  gross  as  to  deny  this,  we  will 
therefore  prove  the  contrary  by  this  argument: — 
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That  preaching  and  heaving  which  make  them  who  were 
altogether  carnal,  and  so  not  capable  of  a  church-estate,  to 
become  saints,  and  so  fit  for  a  church-estate  :  that  preach- 
ing must  needs  beget  men  to  the  faith. 

But  the  preaching  and  hearing  in  England  made  them 
that  were  unfit  and  carnal  to  become  saints,  and  so  fit 
members  to  the  true  church,  which  were  not  so  before. 

Therefore  the  preaching  in  England  and  hearing  the 
same  doth  beget  men  to  the  faith.  That  the  preaching  and 
hearing  in  England  hath  done  this,  witness  the  church 
of  Ley  den,  and  of  Amsterdam. 

Let  them  tell  us  where  they  received  their  faith  :  if  they 
say  they  had  it  not  till  they  joined  in  these  bodies,  how 
could  they  then  be  true  to  their  own  grounds  ? — That  none 
but  visible  Christians  are  fit  matter  for  the  church,  whereas 
none  can  be  so  esteemed,  except  in  the  judgment  of  charity 
we  judge  them  to  have  true  faith. 

But  some  of  these  that  have  made  this  division  have  not 
denied,  but  faith  is  wrought  by  the  preaching  and  hearing 
in  England,  and  yet,  which  is  wonderful  contradiction,  they 
say  it  is  not  the  Word  of  God,  as  it  is  there  preached ;  so 
that  it  seems  there  is  something  besides  the  Word  of  God 
which  is  an  ordinary  means  to  beget  men  to  the  faith,  and 
there  is  another  word  besides  God's  Word  that  will  do  it  ; 
the  like  absurdity  hath  seldom  been  heard  from  any  that 
profess  themselves  to  be  Christians.  And  that  they  may 
not  seem  to  say  this  without  some  reason,  mark  the  reason 
that  they  bring  to  prove  it:  say  they,  We  do  deny  that  to 
be  the  Word  of  God,  as  it  is  there  preached,  by  a  false 
ministry,  though  the  word  itself  be  of  God,  yet  as  it  is  by 
them  preached  it  is  none  of  God's  Word.  So  God's  Word 
here  stands  at  fast  and  loose  :  it  is  God's  Word,  and  it  is 
not  God's  Word  ;  as  if  they  should  say  it  is  God's  Word,  if 
Mr.  Canne  shall  preach  it,' but  if  another  that  is  a  minister 
in  England  preach  the  same,  it  is  none  of  God's  Word  ;  so 
that  men's  outward  calling,  true  or  false,  makes  the  Word 
to  be  the  Word  of  God,  or  not  to  be  the  Word  of  God,  an 
assertion  rather  to  be  pitied  than  refuted,  being  little  better 
than  blasphemy.  That  which  they  bring  to  make  this 
assertion  good,*  to  wit,  that  any  man  having  an  outward 
calling  which  is  unlawful,  makes  the  Word  of  God  which 
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he  preacheth  not  to  be  the  Word  of  God.  And  this,  say  they, 
to  prove  it,  It  was  true  incense  which  Nadab  and  Abihu 
took  to  offer  up  unto  the  Lord,  Lev.  x.  1 ;  but  because  they 
took  strange  fire,  and  not  the  fire  which  was  from  the 
altar,  as  the  Lord  had  appointed,  therefore  the  Lord  sent  a 
fire  to  destroy  them  :  so  say  they  it  is  the  true  Word  of  God 
which  is  preached  in  England,  bat  because  they  preach  the 
same  by  an  unlawful  office,  therefore  the  Lord  abhors  it:  a 
stranger  collection,  I  think,  can  hardly  be  heard,  for  here 
strange  fire  is  opposed  to  an  unlawful  outward  calling,  than 
which,  nothing  can  be  more  absurd ;  for  Nadab  and  Abihu 
had  a  true  outward  calling  to  offer ;  they  were  the  sons  of 
Aaron,  saith  the  text;  therefore  if  anything  hence  might  be 
concluded,  in  just  proportion,  it  must  be  to  the  doctrine 
taught,  and  not  in  the  least  to  the  calling ;  so  that  we  may 
from  thence  gather  thus  much,  that  if  a  minister,  in  regard 
of  his  outward  calling  true,  shall  teach  anything  that  is 
not  from  the  Lord,  they  are  to  expect  God's  judgment  for 
the  same,  and  more  cannot  hence  be  collected  ;  further,  let  it 
be  shown  that  ever  any  projDhet  in  the  Old  or  New  Testa- 
ment was  ever  termed  a  false  prophet  in  respect  of  his 
outward  calling,  but  always  in  respect  of  his  doctrine  ;  we 
can  find  that  such  as  had  true  outward  calling  in  the  true 
church,  yet  were  false  prophets  in  regard  to  their  doctrine 
in  many  particulars,  as  Christ  teaches  Concerning  the 
Scribes  and  Pharisees,  for  their  false  expounding  of  the 
law,  let  them  show  the  like  for  outward  callings.  Thus 
have  we  thought  good,  having  been  careful  witnesses  of 
these  things  here  propounded,  to  set  do\%Ti  our  censure  of 
them,  desiring  the  Lord  to  make  this  whole  work,  for  the 
general  good  now  set  forth,  to  take  effect  in  those  that  love 
the  truth. 

Fare  you  well. 
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MINISTEES  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND. 
BY  JOHN  ROBINSON. 


""As  they  that  affect  alienation  from  others,  make  their  dif- 
ferences as  great,  and  the  adverse  opinion  orpractice  as  odious 
as  they  can,  thereby  to  further  their  desired  ^dctol7  over  them, 
and  to  harden  themselves,  and  their  side  against  them,  so  on 
the  contrary,  they  who  desire  peace  and  accord,  both  interpret 
things  in  the  best  part  they  reasonably  can,  and  seek  how 
and  where  they  may  find  any  law^ful  door  of  entry  into  ac- 
cord and  agi'eement  with  others  :  of  w^hich  latter  number,  I 
profess  myself  (by  the  grace  of  God)  both  a  companion  and 
a  guide  ;  especially  in  regard  of  my  Christian  countiymen, 
to  whom  God  hath  tied  me  in  so  many  inviolable  bonds; 
accounting  it  a  cross  that  I  am,  in  any  particular,  compelled 
to  dissent  from  them ;  but  a  benefit,  and  matter  of  rejoic- 
ing, when  I  can  in  anything  v»dth   good  conscience  unite 
with  them  in  matter,  if  not  in  manner,  or,  where  it  may  be, 
in  both.     And  this  affection,  the  Lord  and  my  conscience 
are  my  witnesses,  I  have  always  nourished  in  my  breast, 
even  when  I  seemed  furthest  drawn  from  them  :  and  so  all 
that  have  taken  knowledge  of  my  course  can  testify  with 
me,  and  how  I  have  still  opposed  in  others,  and  repressed 
in  mine  own  people,  to  my  power,  all  sour  zeal  against,  and 
peremptory  rejection  of,  such  as,  whose  holy  graces  chal- 
lenged better  use  and  respect  from  all  Christians.     And  in 
testimony  of  mine  affection  this  way,  and  for  the  freeing 
of  mine  own  conscience,  and  information  of  other  men's,  I 
have  penned  this  discourse  ;  tending  to  prove  the  hearing 
of  the   Word  of  God  preached,  by  the  ministers   of  the 
Church  of  England,  able  to  open  and  apply  the  doctrines 
of  faith  by  that  church  professed,  both  lawful,  and  in  cases 
necessaiT  for  all,  of  all  sects  or  sorts  of  Christians,  having 
VOL.  m.  A  A 


Hosted  by  Google 


354  ON  THE  LAWFULNESS  OF  HEARING 

Opportunity  and  occasion  of  so  doing,  though  sequestering 
themselves  from  all  communion  with  the  hierarchical  order 
there  established. 

Three  sorts  of  opposites  I  make  account  to  meet  withal. 
The  first,  of  them  who  truly  desire  and  carefully  endeavour 
to  have  their  whole  course  both  in  religion  and  otherwise 
framed  by  the  holy  and  right  seal  of  God's  Word,  either 
for  their  confirmation  in  the  truth,  or  reformation,  wherein, 
through  human  frailty  they  stej)  aside.  And  unto  them 
especially  I  direct  this  my  discourse,  begging  at  His  hands 
who  is  the  Father  of  lights,  and  from  whom  cometh  down 
every  good  and  perfect  gift,  James  i.  17,  for  them  as  for 
myself,  that  as  he  hath  given  us  to  set  our  faces  towards 
heaven,  and  to  seek  him  with  the  whole  heart,  so,  he 
would  not  suffer  us  to  wander  from  his  commandments, 
to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left.   Psa.  cxix.  10. 

A  second  sort,  is  of  them,  whose  tender  and  scrupulous 
conscience  makes  them  fearful  and  jealous  of  everything 
which  hath  in  it  the  least  appearance  or  show^  of  evil,  lest 
coming  too  near  it,  they  be  defiled  by  it  one  way  or  other. 
This  their  godly  zeal,  and  tenderness  of  heart  is  to  be 
loved  of  all  men,  and  cherished  by  all  good  means.  Only 
such  are  to  be  entreated  for  their  own  good  to  take  know- 
ledge of  a  distinction  most  useful  for  their  direction  in 
things  lawful  in  their  kind,  and  good  in  their  right  use : 
of  which  some  are  only  naturally  good  in  their  kind,  but 
not  simply  commanded  of  God :  as  to  get  and  keep  the 
riches  and  credit  of  the  world,  to  enjoy  outward  peace  or 
other  bodily  comfort.  Others  are  morally  good  in  their 
kind,  and  commanded  of  God :  as,  to  hear  the  Word  of 
God,  obey  the  magistrate,  and  the  like.  Now  in  things  of 
the  former  sort,  it  is  very  requisite,  considering  both  their 
nature  and  ours,  that  we  keep  a  jealous  eye  and  strait  hand 
over  ourselves,  and  our  ways.  For  them,  they  are  not  in 
their  kind  enjoined  as  the  other  ;  neither  do  the  Scriptures 
anywhere  require  of  men  to  be  rich  or  the  like ;  as  they 
do'to  hear  God's  Word,  obey  authority,  &c.  And  for  our- 
selves we  are  prone  and  in  danger  to  overstrain  for  the 
getting  and  enjoying  of  them,  as  being  naturally  pleasing 
good  things;  so  as  if,  out  of  a  godly  jealousy  over  our 
hearts  towards  them,  we  keep  not  ourselves  from  going 
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too  near  the  side,  for  the  getting  or  keeping  of  them,  we 
shall  by  one  storm  of  temptation  or  other,  be  blown  into 
the  ditch  of  sin  and  destruction.  But  now  for  the  practice 
and  performance  of  duties  simply  moral  and  commanded 
in  their  kind,  as  is  the  hearing  of  God's  Word,  especially 
by  God's  people,  we  ought  to  strain  to  the  utmost,  and  to 
go  as  near  the  wind  as  may  be  ;  seeing  nothing  but  appar- 
ent sin  in  the  way,  can  excuse  the  withdrawing  from  it, 
when  occasion  of  enjoying  it  is  offered.  Oh  that  there 
were  not  to  found! — who  being  very  scrupulous  of  coming 
near  to  anything  amiss  in  outward  ordinances,  or  to  any 
person  failing  in  them,  yet  make  no  scruple  of  complying 
and  conforming  with  the  world,  so  far  in  the  eager  pursuit 
of  worldly  profits,  immoderate  use  of  worldly  delights,  and 
fulfilling  the  lusts  of  the  world,  and  flesh  dwelling  in  them, 
as  that  there  appears  scarce  a  hair-breadth  or  difference 
between  them  and  mere  worldlings  which  know  not  God  ; 
which  latter  evils  are  both  w^orse  in  themselves,  as  being 
expressly  condemned  by  the  law  of  God  and  light  of  nature, 
and  more  odious  in  the  persons,  as  being  more  personal, 
free,  and  voluntary  than  those  in  the  other,  to  which  they 
are  can-ied  by  the  violent  current  of  the  times. 

A  third  sort  of  opposites  I  make  account  to  meet  with, 
more  untractable  than  the  former,  and  more  vehemently 
bent  against  the  thing  propounded  by  me,  out  of  prejudice 
and  passion,  than  the  other  by  sciniple  of  conscience  or 
show  of  reason.  To  them  I  can  hardly  say  anything,  it 
not  being  their  manner  to  read,  or  willingly  to  hear  that 
which  crosseth  their  prejudices,  yet  something  I  must  say 
touching  them,  out  of  the  woeful  ex-perience  of  many  years 
taken  of  them,-^  though  not  much,  I  thank  the  Lord, 
amongst  them,  unto  whom  I  have  ministered. 

Some  of  these  I  have  found  carried  with  so  excessive 
admiration  of  some  former  guides  in  their  course,  as  they 
think  it  half  heresy  to  call  into  question  any  of  their  deter- 
minations or  practices.     We  must  not  think  that  only  the 

*  Referring  doubtless  to  tlie  contentious  spirit  of  tke  cliurch  at 
Amsterdam  in.  fonner  years,  and  wliicli  produced  division  in  tlie 
church  itself,  as  well  as  led  to  ^Ii\  RobiQSon's  retirement  from  it  to 
Ley  den.  Vide  Bradford's  Journal,  quoted  iii  Hanbury's  Historical 
Memorials,  vol.  i.  page  459. 
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Pharisees  of  old,  and  Papists  of  later  times,  are  super- 
stitiously  addicted  to  the  traditions  of  the  elders  and 
authority  of  the  church.  In  all  sects,  there  are  divers, 
especially  of  the  weaker  sort,  who  being  the  less  real  in 
their  conceptions  are  the  more  personal,  that  rather  choose 
to  follow  the  troad'i^  of  blind  tradition,  if  beaten  by  some 
such  foregoers  as  they  admire,  than  the  right  way  of  God's 
Word  by  others  to  be  shown  them  afterwards. 

Some,  again,  are  as  much  addicted  to  themselves  as  the 
former  to  others,  conceiving  in  effect,  though  they  will  not 
profess  it,  the  same  of  their  own  heads,  which  the  Papists 
do  of  their  head — the  Pope — viz.,  that  they  cannot  err  or 
be  deceived,  and  this  especially  in  such  matters,  as  for 
which  they  have  suffered  trouble  and  affliction  formerly, 
and  so  having  bought  them  dear,  they  value  them  highly. 
But  it  is  too  merchant-like,  to  strive  to  oversell  a  thing, 
which  we  have  formerly  overbought:  we  must  buy  the 
truth,  and  not  sell  it  at  any  rate :  but  must  account  no- 
thing either  true  or  good,  according  to  the  valuation  which 
we  have  set  upon  it,  but  God. 

There  is  also  a  third  sort  highly  advancing  a  kind  of 
privative  goodness  and  religion,  and  who  bend  their  force, 
rather  to  the  weakening  of  other  men  in  their  courses, 
than  to  the  buildmg  up  of  themselves  in  their  own  :  and 
in  truth,  rather  to  separation  from  men,  not  only  in  evil, 
but  even  in  that  wiiich  is  good,  for  some  other  evil  con- 
ceived in  them,  than  to  miion  with  God,  and  his  people, 
in  his  holy  ordinances  ;  and  half  imagining  that  they 
draw  near  enough  to  God,  if  they  can  withdraw  far  enough 
from  other  men.  Great  zeal  tliey  have  against  the  false 
church,  ministry  and  worship  so  being,  or  by  tliem  con- 
ceived so  to  be,  and  against  any  appearing  evil  in  the  true, 
but  little  for  that  which  is  true  and  good,  as  their  practice 
manifests;  but  evil  is  as  contrary  to  evil,  as  good  is  to 
evil;  and  so  is  that  zeal  plainly  carnal,  which  carries  a 
man  further  against  evil  than  for  good,  seing  no  evil  is  so 
evil,  as  good  is  good. 

Fourthly,  There  are  some  to  be  found  so  soured  withmood- 
ings  and  discontentment,  as  that  they  become  unsociable, 
and  almost  Lukanthropoi,  (werewolfs,)  as  they  speak.  If  they 
*  Trodden  path. 
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see  nothing  lamentable,  they  are  ready  to  lament.  If  they 
take  contentment  m  any,  it  is  in  them  alone  whom  they 
find  discontented.  If  they  read  any  books,  they  are  only 
invectives,  especially  against  public  states  and  their  go- 
vernors. All  things  tending  to  accord  and  union  any 
manner  of  way,  are  unwelcome  unto  them.  They  have 
their  portion  in  Ishmael's  blessing.    Gen.  xvi.  12. 

Lastly,  There  want  not  who  (as  Jehu  in  his  fierce  march- 
ing covered  his  ambition,  cruelty,  and  zeal  for  his  own 
house,  under  the  pretext  of  zeal  for  God's)  think  to  cover 
and  palliate  their  own  both  gi'osser  and  more  proper  and 
personal  corruptions,  under  a  furious  march  not  only 
against  the  failings,  but  the  persons  also  failing  of  in- 
firmity, in  matters  of  chiu'ch  order  and  ordinances,  who, 
if  they  were  well  acquainted,  and  duly  affected  with  their 
own  both  more  voluntaiy  and  greater  sins,  would  slack 
their  Jehu's  pace,  yet  turn  their  course,  though  not  to 
walk  with  others  in  evil,  which  God  forbid !  yet  to  apply 
and  accommodate  themselves  unto  them  in  that  which  is 
good,  so  far  as  possible  they  could  observe  any  way 
by  the  Lord  opened  unto  them.  I  could  instance  and 
name  divers  particular  persons  monstrously  gl'o^vn  out  of 
kind  this  way ;  but  that  course  I  leave  unto  them  who 
rather  desire  the  disgracing,  than  the  bettering  of  them 
against  whom  they  deal :  or  perhaps  conceive  in  their 
leavened  hearts,  that  there  is  no  other  way  of  bettering, 
especially  persons  of  mean  condition,  than  by  shamin'g 
and  disgracing  them.  But  let  not  my  soul  conie  in  their 
secret,  in  whose  habitations  are  such  instiTiments  of  cru- 
elty !     Gen.  xlix.  5,6. 

These  things  thus  premised,  the  objections  follow  which 
I  have  either  heard  from  others,  or  can  conceive  of  myself, 
most  colourable  against  the  practice  by  me  propounded. 
And  they  are  of  two  sorts.  Some  of  them  are  framed  upon 
supposition,  that  the  ministers  in  that  church  are  in  them- 
selves lawful  and  of  God,  but  not  yet  to  be  heard  by  reason 
of  the  abuses  and  evils  to  be  found  in  their  ministrations. 
Others  withdraw  hearing,  and  those  the  more,  upon  the 
conti-ary  supposition,  to  wit:  that  the  very  order  and  con- 
stitution of  that  church  and  ministr}^  is  papal  and  unlaw- 
ful.    Now  the  examination  of  the  grounds  of  tlie  one  or 
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the  other  I  will  not  in  this  place  meddle  with,  but,  though 
both  cannot  he  true,  will  for  the  satisfying  of  the  with- 
drawers  on  both  parts,  grant  for  the  present  to  either  part 
their  ground,  and  so  examine  distinctly  what  exceptions 
they  can  or  do  build  thereupon. 

But  first  for  the  former.  Supposing  a  church  and  the 
ministry  thereof  essentially  lawful,  it  cannot  but  be  lawful 
for  the  members  of  other  churches  in  general  union  and 
association  with  it,  to  communicate  therewith  in  things 
lawful  and  lawfully  done,  seeing  the  end  of  union  is  com- 
munion. God  hath  in  vain  united  persons  and  states  to- 
gether, if  they  may  in  nothing  communicate  together. 
But  he,  who  would  have  us  receive  the  weak  in  faith, 
whom  God  hath  received,  would  not  have  us  refuse  the 
fellowship  of  churches  in  that  which  is  good,  for  any 
weakness  in  them  of  one  sort  or  other ;  and  this  we  have 
60  plainly  and  plentifully  commended  unto  us,  both  by 
the  prophets,  yea,  by  Christ  himself  in  the  Jewish  church, 
and  apostles,  and  apostolical  men  in  the  first  Christian 
churches,  in  which  many  errors  and  evils  of  all  kinds 
were  more  than  manifest,  and  the  same  ofttimes  both  so 
far  spread  and  deeply  rooted,  as  the  reforaiing  of  them 
was  rather  to  be  wished,  than  hoped  for;  as  that  no  place 
is  left  for  doubting  in  that  case,  by  any  who  desire  to 
follow  their  holy  steps  in  faith  towards  God,  and  charity 
towards  men,  and,  effectual  desire  of  their  own  edification. 

The  objections  of  the  former  sort  follow. 

First  objection. 

"There  is  danger  of  being  seduced  and  misled  by  the 
errors  taught  in  the  assemblies." 

Answe7\ 

First,  We  must  not  lose  the  benefit  of  many  main  truths 
taught,  for  danger  of  some  few  errors,  especially  in  lesser 
matters.  This  were  to  fear  the  devil,  more  than  to  trust 
God.  Secondly,  There  were  in  the  Jewish  church  in 
Christ's  time,  and  in  divers  of  the  apostolical  churches  af- 
terwards, more  and  gTeater  errors  taught,  than  are  in  any, 
or  all  the  churches  of  England :  of  which  also  there  are 
not  a  few,  which  if  their  ministers  did  as  fully  and  faith- 
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fully  teach  and  practise  all  truths,  as  they  keep  themselves 
€arefuUy  from  errors,  might  compare  in  this  business  with 
any  reformed  church  in  Europe.  Thirdly,  This  exception 
hath  its  weight  against  the  hearing  of  priests  and  Jesuits, 
especially  by  the  weaker  sort,  and  less  able  to  discern  of 
things  that  differ.  But  not  against  many  ministers  of  the 
Chm-ch  of  England.^  Matt.  v.  23;  2  Cor.  xi.  19;  1  John 
iv.  1,  3. 

Second  objection. 

"He  that  in  anything  partakes  with  that  church,  in 
which  sins  known  are  suffered  unreformed,  partakes  in 
all  the  sins  of  that  church ;  as  he  that  swears  by  the  altar, 
swears  by  the  offerings  upon  it,  which  it  sanctifies.  Matt, 
xxiii.  19,  20." 

Answer. 

I  partake  not  in  the  sins  of  any,  how  great  or  manifest 
soever  the  sins  be,  or  how  near  unto  me  soever  the  per- 
sons be,  except  the  same  sins  either  be  committed  or 
remain  unreformed  by  my  fault.  Otherwise,  Christ  om* 
Lord  had  been  enwrapped  in  the  guilt  of  a  world  of  sins 
in  the  Jewish  church,  with  which  church  he  communi- 
cated in  God's  ordinances,  living  and  dying  a  member 
thereof.  K  my  brother  sin  a  scandalous  sin,  and  I  by 
just  order  make  complaint  thereof  to  the  church,  I  have 
done  my  duty.  It  appertains  to  the  church  to  excommu- 
nicate him,  if  he  repent  not ;  but  not  to  me  except  (Pope- 
like) I  would  make  myself  the  church.  I  am  guilty  of  the 
evil  in  the  commonwealth  and  family,  for  the  redressing 
whereof  I  do  not  my  duty  in  my  place,  which,  if  I  do  in 
the  church  as  I  can,  I  am  free  from  the  sins  done  and 
suffered  there,  which  sins  and  evils  I  can  no  more  be  said 
to  suffer,  wanting  power  to  reform  them,  than  to  suffer  it 
to  blow  or  rain,  because  I  hinder  it  not. 

But  the  proof  of  the  assertion  from  Matt,  xxiii.  is  of 
admirable  device.  Hoav  doth  the  church  sanctify  the  sin 
of  the  sinner,  as  the  altar  doth  the  offering  of  the  offerer  ? 
The  altar  makes  that  to  become  actually  an  offering   or 

*  Vide  Parker  on  Church  Pohcy,  (De  PoUtia  Ecclesiastica)  hb.  i. 
cap.  39. 


Hosted  by  Google 


360  ON  THE  LAWFULNESS  OF  HE  AKIN  G 

holy  gift,  which  before  was  not  an  offering  actually,  but 
only  gold,  silver,  or  other  material;  so  dotli  not  the 
church  make  any  man's  sin  to  become  his  sin,  which  it 
was  not  before,  but  only  suffers  the  sin  that  was.  But  to 
strain  the  strings  of  this  imagined  proportion,  to  make 
them  meet,  and  to  suppose  the  church  in  a  sense  to  be  as 
the  altar,  yet  this  only  follows  thereupon :  that  as  he  who 
partakes  with  the  altar  in  the  upholding  of  the  offering, 
partakes  with  the  offering ;  so  he  that  partakes  with  the 
church  in  the  upholding  of  any  evil,  hath  his  part  in  the 
evil  also.  And  this  I  grant  willingly,  but  deny  as  a  most 
vain  imagination,  that  every  one  that  partakes  with  a 
church  in  things  lawful,  joins  with  it  in  upholding  the 
things  unlawful  to  be  found  in  it.  Christ  our  Lord  joined 
with  the  Jewish  church  in  things  lawful,  and  yet  upheld 
nothing  unlawful  in  it. 

Third  objection. 

"But  this  course  of  hearing  will  offend  weak  brethren, 
not  persuaded  of  the  lawfulness  of  it." 

Aiisivei'. 

First,  It  will  offend  more,  and  many  of  them  weaker, 
and  that  more  grievously,  if  it  be  not  performed.  Secondly, 
It  is  an  offence  taken  and  not  given,  seeing  the  thing  is  in 
itself  good  in  its  kind,  commanded  by  God,  and  in  that 
particular  by  men  in  authority ;  and  directly  tending  to 
mine  edification,  and  not  like  unto  eating  of  flesh,  or 
drinking  of  wine,  or  the  like  things  of  indifferent  nature, 
and  left  to  my  free  liberty  to  use  or  not  to  use. 

And  these  are  the  principal  objections  on  the  former 
ground ;   they  upon  the  latter  follow  : — 

There  is  in  the  hands  of  many  a  Treatise  published  by  a 
man  of  note,'-!-  containing  "  certain  reasons  to  prove  it 
unlawful  to  hear,  or  have  spiritual  communion  with  the 
present  ministry  of  the  Church  of  England."  This  hath 
been  answered,  but  indeed  sophistically,  and  in  passion. 
Neither  hath  the  answerer f  much  regarded  Avhat  he  said, 

*  Francis  Johnson,  of  Amsterdam.     4to.  1608. 
t  Rev.  W.  Bradshaw,  in  his  "Unreasonableness  of  Sex)aration." 
Dort.  4to.  1614. 
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or  unsaid,  so  he  might  gainsay  his  adversary.  With  that 
answer  Avas  joined  another,  directed  to  myself,*  and  the 
same  doubled,  pretending  to  prove  pubhc  communion 
upon  private,  but  not  pressing  at  all,  in  the  body  of  the 
discourse  that  consequence,  but  proceeding  upon  other 
grounds,  and  in  truth  consisting  of  a  continued  equivoca- 
tion in  the  terms,  "public  licence,"  "government,"  "minis- 
try," and  the  like,  drawn  to  another  sense  than  either  I 
intended  them,  or  than  the  matter  in  question  will  permit. 
Whereas,  he  that  will  refute  another,  should  religiously 
take  and  hold  to  his  adversar}''s  meaning,  and  if,  in  any 
IDarticular,  it  be  not  so  plainly  set  down,  should  spell  it,  as 
it  were,  out  of  his  words.  But  it  is  no  new  thing  even  for 
learned  and  godly  men  to  take  more  than  la\\dtul  liberty  in 
dealing  wdth  them,  against  Avhom  they  have  the  advantage 
of  the  times,  favouring  them  like  the  w^ind  on  then-  backs ; 
but  God  forbid  I  should  follow  them  therein !  I  w411  on 
the  contraiy  use  all  plainness  and  simplicity  as  in  the 
sight  of  God,  that  so  I  may  make  the  naked  truth  appear 
as  it  is,  to  the  Christian  reader's  eye,  what  in  me  lieth. 

And,  for  the  treatise  mentioned,  it  must  be  obsei'ved 
how,  both  in  the  title  and  body  of  the  book,  the  author 
confounds  as  one,  "hearing  of,"  and  "having  spiritual 
communion  with,  the  ministiy,"  &c.,  which,  as  it  is  true  of 
such  as  stand  in  spiritual  and  political  chiu'ch  union  with 
a  church  and  the  ministry  thereof,  Avho  accordingly  have 
church  communion  in  the  public  acts  and  exercises  of  that 
church,  so  is  it  not  true  of  othei^  who  are  not  members 
of,  nor  in  ecclesiastical  imion  or  combination  w'ith  the 
said  church. 

For  the  better  clearing  of  things,  let  us  in  a  few  words 
consider  distinctly  of  rehgious  actions,  according  to  the 
several  ranks  in  which  they  may  rightly  and  orderly  be 
set.  Some  such  actions  are  religious,  only  as  they  are 
performed  by  religious  persons ;  and  of  this  sort  is  hear- 
ing, and  so  reading,  of  God's  Word.  The  Scriptures  teach, 
and  all  confess,  that  heaiing  the  Word  of  God  goes  before 
faith;  for  "faith  comes  by  hearing,"  as  by  an  outward 
means,  Eora.x.  17;  1  Tim.  i.  5;  Eom.  x.  10;  Gal.  ii.  }6,  20; 
hearing  then  being  before  faith,  and  faith  before  all  other 
*  A  Majiudiction  for  Mr.  Eobiasoii,  &c.     4to.     Dort.  1614. 
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Second  objection, 

"  To  hear  such  a  minister,  is  to  honour,  approve,  and 
uphold  his  office  of  ministry." 

Answer. 

First,  If  this  be  simply  true,  then  when  the  heathenish 
Athenians  heard  Paul  preach;  or,  when  an  unbeliever 
comes  into  the  church  assembly,  and  hears  the  preacher,  he 
approves,  honours,  and  upholds  the  office  of  ministry, 
which — what  it  means  he  is  altogether  ignorant. 

If  any  reply.  But  we  know  the  ministry  of  the  church 
to  be  as  it  is  : — I  answer,  that  the  knowing  of  it,  makes  not 
our  act  the  more  or  less  an  act  of  approbation.  If  I  do  an 
act  wherein  I  indeed  approve  of  a  thing,  if  I  know  the 
thing,  I  really  approve  of  it  upon  knowledge — if  I  know  it 
not,  I  really  approve  of  it  but  ignorantly.  Secondly,  If  I 
approve  of  the  office  simply  because  I  hear  the  officer 
preach,  then,  I  much  more  approve  of  all  the  doctrines 
which  lie  delivers,  because  I  hear  him  deliver  them.  K 
the  latter  seem  unreasonable,  so  is  the  former  much  more 
so,  except  I  be  in  church  communion  with  the  officer,  and 
then  indeed  I  really  approve  of  his  office,  as  I  also  do  of  his 
doctrine,  if  it  be  according  to  the  confession  of  faith  made 
by  me,  for  then  I  am  in  formal  union  with  him  in  the  one 
or  other,  and  so  have  communion  in  the  acts  thereof.  If 
this  were  a  good  ground,  that  every  one  approves  of  the  evil 
done  in  matter  or  manner,  where  he  is  present,  none  could 
live  with  good  conscience  in  any  society  of  men  upon 
earth.  Persons  so  minded  are  best  alone,  for  with  others 
they  will  keep  no  peace,  no,  not  with  themselves  neither,  if 
they  be  true  to  their  own  ground.  But  they  plainly  balk 
themselves  in  their  courses,  either  in  weakness  of  judgment, 
or  partiality  of  affection,  or  through  want  of  due  considera- 
tion of  their  ways. 

Third  objection. 

"  By  this  then  it  seems  a  man  may  be  present  at  any  act 
of  idolatry,  and  do  as  others  do,  that  practise  idolatry,  yet 
not  approve  of  it.  And  so,  the  three  nobles  in  Daniel 
needed  not  to  have  put  themselves  upon  such  pikes  of  danger 
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as  they  did,  for  not  falling   down   as  others  did  in  the 
place." 

Answe7\ 

First,  In  the  preaching  of  the  truths  of  the  gospel,  no 
idolatrous  act  is  performed,  as  there  was.  Secondly,  It 
must  be  known  that  approbation  is  properly  in  the  heart, 
and  only  the  manifestation  of  approbation  in  outward 
gesture,  speech,  or  writing.  Both  the  one  and  the  other 
are  evil,  if  the  thing  be  evil :  but  here  it  must  be  con- 
sidered, that  I  may  in  cases,  do  the  same  outward  act  which 
others  do,  and  Avlierein  they  manifest  their  approbation  of 
idolatry,  or  other  evil,  and  yet  I  be  free,  in  truth  and  in 
deed  from  all  such  approbation  and  stain  thereof.  The 
Jews  after  Christ's  death,  and  the  taking  away  and  abolish- 
ing the  legal  ordinances  thereby.  Col.  ii.  14,  circumcised 
their  infants,  aad  frequented  the  temple  for  j^m-ification, 
and  other  Mosaical  ceremonies  as  parts  of  God's  worship, 
and  still  remaining  of  Divine  institution.  Paul  also  cir- 
cumcised Timothy,  entered  the  temple  for  purification,  and 
yet  did  not  approve,  any  manner  of  way,  the  error  and  e\dl 
in  the  Jewish  worshippers.  To  come  nearer  home.  It  is 
the  custom  in  popish  countries,  that  all  that  pass  by  a  cross, 
must  in  honour  of  it,  leave  it  on  the  right  hand,  as  they 
may,  by  reason  of  the  placing  of  it  coming  or  going.  Kow 
if  I  ride  with  others  that  way,  I  may  do  the  thing  that  they 
do,  and  keep  company  with  them,  and  yet  not  honour  the 
cross  as  they  do.  It  is  besides  the  former,  the  manner 
that  such  as  so  pass  a  cross,  should  in  further  honour  put 
off  their  hat  to  the  said  cross.  But  if  I  do  this  also,  I 
plainly  manifest  an  approbation  of  the  superstition.  The 
reason  of  the  difference  is,  because  I  have  another  just 
cause  to  do  the  former  thing,  namely  to  keep  on  with  my 
company,  but  have  no  just  cause  of  the  latter.  But  now 
suppose  that  at  the  very  place  where  the  cross  stands,  I 
meet  with  some  friend  or  other  to  whom  I  owe  that  civil 
respect  of  uncovering  my  head.  I  may  then  do  that  law- 
fully also  upon  the  former  ground.  So  if  I  had  just  and 
reasonable  cause  either  of  coming  and  standing  by  the 
magistrate,  to  whom  I  owe  this  civil  honour,  whilst  he  is 
performing  some  act  of  idolatry  in  the  streets  or  elsewhere, 
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I  might  upon  the  same  grounds  go  and  stand  uncovered  by 
him  without  just  blame.  To  apply  these  things  to  the 
objection  moved :  seeing  no  other  cause  could  reasonably 
be  conceived  of  the  king's  commanding  such  a  thing,  or  of 
their  doing  the  thing  at  his  commandment,  save  the 
worshipping  of  the  idol,  they  in  so  doing,  could  not  have 
escaped  the  just  blame  of  idolatry.  But  now  I  have  just 
causes  more  than  one  of  my  hearing,  and  amongst  the  rest 
mine  edification,  and  therefore  cannot  be  challenged  therein 
to  approve  of  the  ministers'  state  or  standing.  Besides 
that,  as  I  formerly  answered,  here  is  no  idolatrous  act  per- 
formed. 

Fourth  objection. 

"He  that  hears  them  preach,  hears  them  as  ministers 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  as  sent  by  the  bishops; 
and  so  in  hearing  them,  hears  and  receives  them  that 
send  them,  according  to  that  of  our  Saviour,  'He  that 
hears  you,  hears  me,  and  he  that  despiseth  you,  despiseth 
me,  and  he  that  despiseth  me,  despiseth  him  that  sent 
me,'  Luke  x.  16;   John  xiii.  20." 

Answer. 

I  grant  the  former  part  of  the  objection,  and  account 
the  denying  of  it  a  point  of  familism,  seeing  the  officers  of 
public  states  in  the  executing  of  their  offices,  are  to  be 
esteemed,  according  to  the  public  laws  and  orders  of  those 
states,  and  not  according  to  any  underhand,  either  course 
or  intention,  by  themselves  or  others.  They  are  heard  as 
they  preach,  and  preach  as  ministers  of  the  bishop's  send- 
ing and  of  the  parishes  receiving,  to  which  they  are  sent 
by  them.  And  so  I  profess  I  hear  them  as  the  ministers  of 
the  bishop's  sending,  and  of  the  parishes  sent  to,  but  not 
as  my  ministers'  either  sending  or  sent  to,  except  I  be  of 
those  parishes,  or  at  least  in  ecclesiastical  union  with  them. 
Every  one,  whether  of  a  false  church,  or  of  no  church,  or 
excommunicated  from  the  church,  that  hears  me,  hears 
me  as  the  pastor  of  the  church  Avhich  I  serve,,  but  not  as 
his  pastor,  I  suppose  not  in  way  of  any,  his  spiritual 
communion  with  mine  office  of  pastorship.  Secondly,  By 
"  hearing  and  receiving,"  there,  Christ  means  properly  the 
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hearkening  too,  believing  and  obeying  the  doctrine  taught 
by  the  apostles;  which  many  despised,  unto  whom  he 
opposeth  the  former  that  heard  it.  Now  the  ministers  in 
the  jjarishes,  have  not  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  from  the 
bishops  as  they  have  their  oflSce ;  but  from  God  in  his 
Word,  and  so  far  forth  as  a  man  hears,  that  is,  hearkens  to, 
and  receives  them  by  receiving  it,  he  so  far  hearkens  to 
and  receives  Christ. 

Fifth  objection. 

"Yet  such  as  hear  them  have  communion  with  their 
office  of  ministry  what  in  them  lies." 

Answer. 

That  is,  they  have  no  communion  at  all  with  it,  if  it  lie 
not  in  them  to  have  any ;  as  it  doth  not.  If  I  hold  up 
my  hand  as  high  as  I  can,  I  touch  heaven  with  my  finger, 
what  in  me  lies.  Do  I  therefore  at  all  touch  it  ?  If  such 
think  to  have,  or  that  they  have  any  such  communion,  it  is 
their  error  and  ignorance,  but  makes  not  the  thing  to  be 
the  more,  than  if  they  thought  not  so. 

Sixth  objection. 

"  Is  there  then  no  communion  at  all  between  the  teacher 
and  the  taught  ?  What  profit  then  comes  there  by  such 
hearing  ?" 

Answer. 

The  church  officer  feeds  the  flock  and  church  over  which 
he  is  set,  as  the  object  of  his  ministry.  Acts  xx.  28.  Such 
as  come  in,  being  not  in  church-union  therewith,  hear  him 
so  doing;  and,  as  a  stander-by,  hearing  me  talk  to,  or 
dispute  with,  another,  though  I  speak  not  a  word  to  him, 
may  reap  as  much,  and  more  fruit  by  my  si^eech,  than  he 
to  whom  I  directed  it,  so  may  and  doth  it  often  come  to 
pass  with  him,  that  hears  the  minister  feed  the  flock  whose 
minister  he  is,  though  he  be  no  part  of  it ;  he  may  reap 
fruit  by  hearing  him  feed  his  flock,  or  seeing  him  minis- 
ter baptism  to  any  member  thereof.  Here  is  communion 
only  in  the  effects  of  the  truths  taught.  It  were  usurpa- 
tion in  any,  to  partake  in  a  church  privilege,  which  the 
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office  of  ministry  is,  that  were  not  in  a  church  state  first. 
And  so,  if  hearing  simply,  imported  church-communion, 
none  but  church  members  might  lawfully  hear. 

Seventh  objection. 

"  In  the  tnie  church  indeed  is  order,  that  the  church 
covenant  go  before  church- communion  :  but  not  so  in  the 
false." 

Answer. 

In  the  time  church  there  may  be  unlawful  church-com- 
munion without  a  preceding  church- covenant,  as  well  as  in 
the  other,  to  wit,  if  an  act  of  communion,  properly,  pass 
between  the  chm'ch,  and  him  that  is  no  church-member ; 
as  for  example,  participation  in  the  sacraments.  But 
hearing  being  not  properly  an  act  of  communion,  cannot 
import  communion  necessarily  with  the  one,  or  other: 
nor  otherwise  than  according  to  a  foregoing  church- 
union  ;  whereas  to  partake  in  the  Lord's  Supper  imports 
communion  in  both  ;  lawful  in  him  that  is  a  lawful  church- 
member,  and  unlawful  in  him  that  is  not  in  such  a  church- 
state. 

Eighth  objection, 

"  But  it  is  the  order  of  the  Church  of  England,  that  all 
that  hear,  are,  and  so  are  reputed,  members  of  that  church." 

Aiiswer. 

I  deny  that  there  is  any  such  order.  Let  the  law  or 
canon  either  be  shown  that  so  orders  things.  Excommu- 
nicates are  permitted  to  hear  sermons,  though  not  Divine 
service,  as  they  call  it.  Secondly,  Wliat  if  there  were  such 
an  order?  It  no  more  either  made  or  declared  me  to  be 
a  member  there,  than  doth  my  dwelling  in  such  or  such  a 
parish,  make  me  a  member  of  that  parish  church,  which 
latter  is  indeed  the  law  and  order  there.  If  the  church 
with  me  should  make  a  law,  canon,  or  order,  that  all  that 
come  in  and  hear  me  preach  should  thereby  become  mem- 
bers of  it,  we  were  the  more  foolish  in  making  such  an 
order,  but  they  never  a  whit  the  nearer,  either  for  member- 
ship or  communion. 
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Ninth  objection. 

"  He  that  hears,  appears  to  have  communion  with  the 
church  and  ministry,  and  all  appearance  of  evil  is  to  be 
avoided.  1  Thess.  v.  22." 

Ansiver. 

The  Scriptures  are  not  to  he  understood  of  all  that 
appears  evil  to  others,  out  of  an  erroneous  and  deceived 
judgment ;  for  then  we  must  abstain  from  almost  all  good, 
seeing  there  are  some  to  whom  almost  all  good  seems 
evil ;  but  it  is  meant  either  of  the  doctrine  in  proj^hecy  of 
which  I  have  some  probable  suspicion,  of  which  the 
apostle  seems  properly  to  speak,  or  of  that  which  appears 
evil  to  a  rightly  discerning  eye.  By  this  imagined  expo- 
sition I  might  not  hire  a  house  in  a  parish  where  I  were 
not  known,  seeing  thereby  I  appear  a  pai'ish-member. 

Tenth  objection. 

"None  caji  hear  without  a  preacher,  nor  preach  except 
he  be  sent,  Eom.  x.  14,  15  ;  therefore  I  cannot  laAvfully 
hear  him  that  hath  not  a  lawful  sending." 

Ansiver. 

First,  That  conclusion  is  neither  in  text,  nor  sound.  I 
may  lawfully  hear  him  that  hath  no  lawful  calling,  as  I 
have  formerly  shown.  Secondly,  The  apostle's  meaning 
there  is  not  to  show  what  is  unlawful,  but  what  is  impos- 
sible. It  is  impossible  to  believe  without  hearing,  and 
impossible  to  hear  without  preaching,  and  impossible  to 
preach  without  the  sending  there  intended ;  that  is,  with- 
out God's  gracious  work  of  providence,  in  raising  up  of 
men,  by  enabling  and  disposing  them  to  preach  for  the 
effectual  calling  of  the  elect  of  God,  of  which  he  there 
speaks.  If  any  make  question  whether  faith  come  by  the 
hearing  of  the  preachers  there,  it  is  more  questionable 
whether  they  themselves  want  not  faith,  which  are  so 
barren  of  charity,  in  Avhich  true  faith  is  fruitful.  If  faith 
come  by  the  preaching  in  England  to  any,  it  follows 
thereupon,  tliat  such  preachers  are  sent  in  the  apostle's 
sense. 

TOL.  ur.  B  B 
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Eleventh  ohjection, 

"  The  sheep  of  Christ  hear  his  voice ;  but  strangers  they 
will  not  hear.   John  x.  3,  8,  27." 

Answer. 

Christ  doth  not  there  speak  of  the  outward  hearing,  but 
of  the  hearkening  unto  ;  that  is,  as  he  expounds  himseK, 
ver.  3 — 5,  14,  16,  27,  of  the  knowing  and  believing  of  his 
voice  and  following  it.  So  chap.  ix.  27,  "  I  told  you  before, 
and  ye  did  not  hear;"  that  is,  not -believe.  And  God 
hears  not  sinners,  ver.  31,  that  is,  approves  not  of  them 
and  their  prayers.  So  chap.  xi.  42,  "  I  know  that  thou 
hearest  me  always,"  and  a  thousand  times  in  the  Scriptures. 
The  drift  of  Christ  in  this  place  is,  without  question,  to 
show  the  difference  between  such  as  were  his  sheep,  and 
such  as  were  not  his  sheep.  His  sheep  heard  his  voice, 
and  they  which  were  not  his  sheep,  heard  not  his  voice. 
But  they  which  were  not  his  sheep,  nor  heard  his  voice  as 
there  he  speaks,  heard  him  preach  outwardly,  as  well  as 
the  rest  which  were  his  sheep.  Besides  they  which  were 
his  sheep,  and  w^ould  not  hear  strangers  in  the  Lord's 
sense,  heard  outwardly  those  strangers  preach,  and  by 
hearing  them,  discovered  them  to  be  strangers,  that  is, 
false  prophets.  The  strangers  of  whom  he  speaks  were  of 
the  true  church,  and  of  Israel,  but  brought  false  doctrine, 
tending  to  kill  the  soul.  Such  strangers  none  should 
hear,  that  is,  believe  and  follow. 

Twelfth  ohjection. 

**  The  Scriptures  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
warn  God's  people  of  false  prophets,  which  the  ministers 
of  that  church  are,  having  an  unlawful  calling." 

Answer. 

First,  They  warn  not  to  hearken  unto  them,  nor  to 
believe  them,  but  to  try  them,  Deut.  xiii.  3  ;  1  John  iv.  1, 
which,  without  hearing  them,  cannot  be  done.  Not  that 
all  false  prophets  are  to  be  heard  by  all,  that  they  might 
try  them  ;  for  that  were  to  tempt  God  :  but  I  now  answer 
the  scriptures  cited,  which  speak  of  prophets  in  the  true 
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church,  which  were  to  he  heard,  till  they  were  orderly 
repressed,  or  at  least,  plainly  discovered  by  their  doctrine 
heard  to  be  such.  Secondly,  No  man's  unla^^ful  outward 
calling  makes  him  a  false  prophet;  nor  his  outward  law- 
ful calling  a  true  ;  but  his  true  or  false  doctrine  only, 
makes  him  a  true  or  false  prophet.  A  man  may  have  a 
lawful  office  of  ministr}%  and  yet  be  a  false  prophet,  if  he 
teach  false  doctrine ;  so  may  he  be  a  true  prox-)het,  if  he 
teach  the  tmth,  though  in  an  unlawful  and  antichiistian 
state  of  ministiy.  Yea,  Balaam  was  both  a  false  prophet 
in  cm^sinc^  (in  purpose)  where  God  would  have  him  bless, 
and  in  teaching  Balak  to  put  a  stumbling-block  before  the 
people  of  Israel;  and  yet  a  true  prophet  in  blessing  Israel, 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  and  word  of  the  Lord  put  into 
his  mouth.  Numb,  xxiii.  '25  ;  Josh.  xiii.  '2U;  '2  Pet.  ii.  15, 
IC  ;  Eev.  ii.  14.  He  is  a  prophet  that  speaks  or  declares 
a  thing  past,  present,  or  to  come,  Numb,  xxiii.  5,  9,  10; 
xxiv.  2,  3,  &c.  And  to  prophesy  in  our  sense  is  nothing 
else  but  to  speak  to  edification,  exhortation,  and  comfort. 
1  Cor.  xiv.  3.  He  that  doth  this  is  a  tnie  prophet;  he 
that  speaks  the  contraiy,  a  false.  It  were  good  if  they  in 
whose  mouths  the  challenge  of  false  prophets  is  rifest, 
would  better  weigh  how  themselves  expound  and  apply  the 
Scriptures  in  their  j^rophesyings,  lest  notwithstanding  any 
outward  lav^-ful  church-state,  they  be  deeper  wounded  by 
the  rebound  of  their  accusations  this  way,  than  their  ad- 
versaries. 

Tliirteenth  ohjection. 

"  The  Lord  forbids  Judah  going  to  Gilgal,  or  to 
Bethel."  Hos.  iv.  15,  IG. 

Answer. 

The  meaning  is  plain,  and  the  words  express,  that  they 
were  not  to  go  thither  "  to  offend,  and  play  the  hailot,  in 
joining  to  idols,"  ver.  15 — 17.  This  I  grant  is  to  be 
done  in  no  place  ;  but  deny  any  such  thing  to  be  done  in 
the  hearing  by  me  pleaded  for.  The  Scriptures  every- 
where forbid  the  going  or  coming  to  such  places,  or  per- 
sons, as  in,  or  by  vrhich  some  evil  is  done  ;  to  wit  for  the 
doing  of  anything  evil,  or  unlawful  in  or  with  them. 
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Fourteenth  objection, 

"  They  that  eat  of  the  sacrifice  partake  of  the  altar, 
1  Cor.  X.  18,  so  they  that  receive  the  word  from  an  unlaw- 
ful officer,  partake  with  his  office." 

Answer. 

I  deny  the  consequence.  The  office  is  not  to  the  w^ord, 
as  the  altar  is  to  the  sacrifice.  The  altar  makes  the  thing 
to  be  offered,  actually  to  become  a  sacrifice,  which  it  was 
not  before,  save  only  in  destination  ;  as  Christ  plainly 
teacheth,  saying,  "  The  altar  sanctifieth  the  gift."  Matt, 
xxiii.  19.  But  so  doth  not  the  office  make  that  to  become 
the  Word  of  God,  which  w^as  not  so  actually  before.  This 
argument  hath  its  special  weight,  being  applied  to  sacra- 
ments, or  proper  institutions.  The  church  and  ministry 
under  God,  make,  in  a  good  sense,  the  bread  and  wine 
sacramental,  in  their  use,  which  before  they  were  not. 
And  to  the  sacraments,  specially  the  Supper  of  the  Lord, 
the  apostle,  in  the  place  cited,  hath  an  eye,  showing  the 
proportion  bet^veen  the  eating  of  the  sacrifices  in  Israel, 
which  in  that  use  became  their  sacrament ;  and  the 
eating  of  the  sacrifices  of  the  heathens,  w4iich  were  their 
sacraments  ;  and  the  eating  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  as  the 
sacrament  of  Christians.  With  these  things  join  in  the 
last  place,  that  sacrifices,  considered  as  proper  institu- 
tions, might  not  be  offered  or  eaten,  but  in  the  place  chosen, 
Deut.  xii.  5 — 7,  and  sanctified  by  the  Lord,  for  that 
purpose.  No  more  may  sacraments  now  be  eaten,  but  in 
the  church  ;  whereas  the  Word  may  be  preached  to  any 
as  well  out  of  the  church  as  in  it. 

Fifteenth  objection. 

"  The  places  called  temples  and  churches,  having  been 
built  for  idolatry,  should  be  demolished,  and  therefore  are 
not  to  be  frequented,  specially,  being  accounted  and  made 
holy  places.  Deut.  xii.  3." 

Answer. 

First,  The  difference  of  places  under  the  law,  wdien  all 
other  places  for  the  most  solemn  worship,  as  opposed  to 
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that  one  place  as  holy,  were  unholy,  is  now  taken  away ; 
so  as  no  place  now  is  holy,  or  unholy  as  then.  John  iv. 
21,  23,  24;  1  Tim.  ii.  6.  *^  Secondly,  Suppose  it  to  be  the 
magistrate's  duty  to  destroy  them,  (of  which  I  now  dispute 
not,  nor  how  far  he  should  proceed  therein,)  yet  I  deny 
the  consequence,  and  that  I  may  not  use  that  lawfully 
which  he  ought  to  destroy. 

The  magistrate   ought  to  have  destroyed  such  cities  in 
Israel,  Deut.  xiii.  12 — 15,  as  whose  inhabitants  had  been 
corrupted  with  idolatr}^     Yet  might  the  cities,  if  spared 
by  the  magistrates,  lawfully  be  dwelt  in   afterwai'ds  ;  and 
synagogues  in  them  both  be  built  and  frequented  for  God's 
moral  worship.     Jericho  should  have  been  an  execration 
and  heap  for  ever,  Josh.  vi.  17,  26  ;  2  Kings  ii.  3,  5  ;   yet 
being  built  again  and  standing,  was  the  seat  of  a  school  of 
the  prophets.     The  murderer  ought  to  be  put  to  death ; 
yet  if  he  be  spared  and  survive,  his  wife,  children,  and 
servants,  lawfully  may,  and  in  conscience  ought  to   con- 
verse with  him,  according  to  the  natural  and  ci^il  rela- 
tions between  them  and  him.     Thirdly,  I  know  no  law  in 
force,  nor  doctrine  received,  in  the   Church  of  England, 
that  ascribes  any  holiness  to  the  phices.     And  for  errors 
and  abuses  personal,  they  rest  in  the  persons  so  erring. 
I  suppose  some  such  holiness   to  be  ascribed  unto  them, 
as  to  holy  churches,  holy  buildings,  consecrated  places,  &c. 
Yet  I  see  no  sufficient  reason,  why  I  may  not  use  lawfully 
a  natural  and  civil  place  in  them,  for  any  lawful  work, 
civil  or  rehgious,  private  or  public  ;  for  there  is  one  reason 
of  all  these.     If  any  think  those  places  like  the  Idola- 
thytes,  he  mistaketh  therein.     The  things  offered  to  idols, 
and  eaten  in  the  idol's  temple  and  feast,  were  in  propor- 
tion, as  the  bread  and  wine,  being  blessed,  in  the  Lord  s 
Supper;    a&  both  the   apostle,   and   reason    of  the   thing 
manifests.    1   Cor.  x.      Whereas  the  place  which  I  use, 
though   for   a   religious    action    to    be    performed   in    iti 
whether  in  the  temple,  or  in  mine  own  house,  hath  only 
the    consideration    of  a  natural   and   civil   circumstance. 
The  temple  as  a  temple  (which  yet  I  do  not  think  is  done 
in  England,  by  any  either  received  doctrine  or  law)  may 
be  made  an  idol  by  consecration ;    and  yet  e\ery  parti- 
cular place  in  it  not  made  unla\^ful  for  all  uses. 
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If  any  further  object,  that,  in  preaching  and  hearing 
God's  Word  therein,  we  have  a  religious  use  of  it,  they 
err,  not  considering,  that  though  the  work  done  be  reli- 
gious, yet  the  place  is  no  more  religious  therefore,  than 
the  time  in  which  I  do  it.  Time  and  place  are  natural 
circumstances,  and  without  which  no  finite  action  can  be 
performed ;  and  some  time  and  place  more  commodious 
and  fit  than  others,  for  the  doing  of  things  of  all  kinds. 
I  have  no  more  religious  use  of  the  place  in  which  I  hear 
publicly,  than  in  which  I  pray  privately  in  my  house  or 
chamber. 

Sixteenth  objection. 

"  Seeing  whatsoever  is  not  of  faith  is  sin,  what  word 
of  God,  and  so  of  faith,  is  there  for  this  practice  ?" 

Answer. 

Every  scripture  tliat  either  commands  the  hearing  of 
God's  Word,  Matt.  vii.  24,  and  promiseth  a  blessing  to 
them  that  hear  and  keep  it,  Luke  xi.  28 ;  or  that  commands 
me  to  edify  and  build  to  myself,  1  Pet.  ii.  5 ;  or  to  obey  the 
magistrate,  Tit.  iii.  1;  or  to  follow  after  peace,  Heb.  xii. 
14;''or  to  prevent  offences,  1  Cor.  x.  32,  warrants,  and  in 
cases,  enjoins  this  practice,  supposing  no  sin  to  be  in  the 
way,  of  which  in  answering  the  former  objections,  to 
which  I  suppose  all  other  of  weight  or  coloui'  may  be 
referred,  I  hope  I  have  cleared  it. 

And  for  any  unsatisfied,  or  otherwise  minded,  I  wish  I 
knew  their  reason,  either  for  their  good,  by  a  sufficient 
answer  to  be  given  unto  them;  or  for  mine  own,  by 
admitting  of  them,  as  there  may  appear  weight  in  them. 
In  the  meanwhile,  let  me  entreat  of  the  differently  mmded, 
one  way  or  other,  that  they  would  exercise  mutually  that 
Christian  charity  one  toward  another,  and  compassion  one 
of  another's  infirmities,  which  become  all  that  will  be  in 
truth  and  deed  followers  of  Christ  Jesus ;  and  which  is 
most  needful,  speciaUy  in  things  of  this  kind,  for  the 
preserving  of  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 
Which  bond  of  peace,  whilst  men  are  not  careful  to  keep 
inviolated,  by  brotherly  forbearance  in  matters  of  this 
nature,  they  miserably  dissipate,  and  scatter  themselves. 
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:and  one  another;  even  as  the  ears  in  a  sheaf  are  scat- 
tered, when  the  bond  breaketh. 

But  as  few  or  no  good  things  of  any  kind  are  so  well 
used  by  some,  but  others  as  much  abuse  them ;  so  is  it  to 
be  feared,  that  there  will  not  want,  who  will  change  their 
lawful  liberty  this  way  into  lawless  licentiousness,  and  so 
take  up  instead  of  all  other  religious  exercises,  a  hearing 
course  only. 

And  those  specially  of  them,  who  disliking  the  present 
church-state  m  England,  yet  want  due  zeal  and  love  to 
that,  which  themselves  approve, — let  me  turn  a  little  my 
speech  to  such,  for  the  preventing  in  some,  and  remedy- 
ing in  others,  of  that  inordinate  and  broken  course. 

And  first,  I  demand  of  such,  W\iQ,t  is  this  course  of  hear- 
ing such  ministers,  as  whose  state  of  ministiy  they  approve 
not?  Is  it  any  particular  ordinance  left  by  Christ,  and 
enjoined  all  Christians  in  all  ages  and  places  ?  Verily  no. 
It  were  to  be  wished  that  no  church -minis  try  were  to  be 
found,  which  is  not  approvable  by  the  Word  of  God,  not- 
withstanding any  good  act  performed  by  them  that  possess 
it.  This  hearing  is  only  a  work  of  natural  liberty  in  itself, 
as  I  have  showed,  and  sanctified  to  believers  by  their  faith. 
It  is  lawful  to  use  it  upon  occasion,  as  it  is  to  borrow  of 
other  men ;  but  to  make  it  our  course,  is  to  live  by  borrow- 
ing, which  no  honest  man  that  can  do  otherwise  possibly, 
would  do.  Yea,  what  differs  it  from  a  kind  of  spiritual 
vagabondry  in  him  that  can  mend  it,  though  with  some 
difficulty,  to  live  in  no  certain  church-state,  and  under  no 
church  order  and  government. 

To  print  deep  in  our  hearts  the  conscience  of  oui'  duties 
this  way,  let  us  briefly  consider  how  many  bonds  of  neces- 
sity the  Lord  hath  laid  upon  us,  to  walk  in  the  fellowship, 
and  under  the  ordinances  of  the  ministerial  and  instituted 
church. 

First,  We  have  lying  upon  us  the  necessity  of  obedience 
to  Chiist  our  Lord  in  the  commission  apostolical,  enjoin- 
ing, that  after  we  be  made  disciples,  as  the  word  is,  and 
baptized,  we  be  withal  taught  to  obseiwe  whatsoever  he  hath 
commanded,  Matt,  xxviii.  19,  20.  It  must  not  then  suffice 
us,  that  we  are  disciples  and  Christians,  but  we  must  join 
herewith  the  entire  observation  of  all  the  ordinances  of 
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Christ,  as  we  can  find  means,  from  the  greatest  to  the  least. 
And  let  us  heware  that,  like  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  we 
call  none  of  God's  commandments  little,  Matt.  v.  19,  20, 
because  we  would  make  ourselves  and  others  believe,  that 
little  and  light  account  is  to  be  made  of  observing  them, 
lest  we  ourselves  be  called  little,  that  is,  be  indeed  none  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Our  sins  of  ignorance  and  human 
frailty,  alas,  are  too  many ;  let  us  not  add  thereunto 
presumptuous  sins,  either  of  commission  or  omission,  to 
provoke  God  withal. 

Second,  The  church  and  ministrations  therein  are  not 
needless,  but  most  needful  means  sanctified  of  God,  and 
given  of  Christ  for  our  salvation  and  edification  thereunto. 
Acts  ii.  47;  Eph.  iv.  11 ;  which  he  that  despiseth,  that  is, 
doth  not  submit  his  body  and  soul  unto,  as  he  hath  means, 
and  converse  therein  with  good  conscience,  though  in 
affliction  and  persecution,  despiseth  not  man,  but  God  and 
Christ,  to  the  depriving  of  himself  of  the  fruit  of  God's 
most  gracious  precious  presence  in  his  house  and  temple, 
where  he  hath  promised  to  dwell,  1  Tim.  iii.  15,  and  of 
Christ's  ascension  into  heaven,  for  the  pouring  out  of  all 
kingly  gifts  and  largesses  upon  men  for  the  work  of  the 
ministry.  2  Cor.  vi.  16. 

Third,  Our  great  infirmities,  whereof  both  the  Scrip- 
tures everywhere,  and  our  own  experience  warn  us,  show 
in  what  great  need  we  stand  of  all  the  Lord's  holy  ordi- 
nances and  instructions,  for  the  supplying  of  what  is 
wanting  in  us,  and  correcting  of  what  is  amiss,  and  con- 
tinuing and  increasing  of  what  is  good,  unto  the  coming 
of  the  Lord  ;  where  we  must  also  take  knowledge,  and 
remember,  that  it  is  one  note  of  difi'erence,  and  the  same 
veiy  clear,  between  the  wisdom  of  the  flesh  and  the  wisdom 
of  the  Spirit,  that  the  former  will  be  sure  to  provide  for 
the  body  and  outward  man  what  may  be,  though  with  dan- 
ger and  prejudice  of  the  spiritual ;  the  other  will  take  care 
and  order  for  the  spiritual  state,  though  the  outward,  pinch 
for  it.  And  if  any,  out  of  the  view  and  persuasion  of  his 
own  strength  of  grace,  come  to  conceive,  that  he  stands  in 
no  such  need  of  Christ's  ordinances,  or  of  any  Christian 
fellowship  for  the  dispensing  of  them  ;  let  such  a  man 
consider,  that  the  less  need  he  hath  of  others  by  reason  of 
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his  greater  plenty  of  grace  received,  the  more  need  others 
have  of  him  for  their  supply.  But  whatsover  any  imagine 
of  himself,  the  apostle,  who  was  not  partial,  teacheth,  that 
the  very  head,  the  chief  and  highest  member,  cannot  say  to 
the  feet,  the  lowest  and  meanest  members,  I  have  no  need 
of  you.     1  Cor.  xii.  21. 

Lastly,  It  is  necessary  for  our  sound  and  entire  comfort 
with  the  Lord  our  God,  that  our  obedience  be  entire  in  respect 
of  all  his  holy  commandments,  which  we  do,  or  can  discern 
to  be  such,  and  to  concern  us  ;  according  to  that  of  the  man 
of  God,  *'  Then  shall  I  not  be  ashamed  when  I  have  respect 
to  all  thy  commandments."  Psa.  cxix.  6.  That  so  we  may 
have  our  part  in  the  testimony  given  by  the  Holy  Ghost  of 
Zacharias  and  Elizabeth,  which  was,  "  that  they  were  right- 
eous before  God,  walking  in  all  the  commandments  and 
ordinances  of  the  Lord,  blameless,"  Luke  i.  5,  G;  that  is, 
both  in  the  moral  precepts,  and  sacred  ceremonies,  and 
institutions  of  the  Lord,  whose  example  we,  in  our  place 
and  times  are  to  follow,  not  balking  with  the  Lord  in  any- 
thing, great  or  small,  nor  seeking  starting-holes,  wiiereby 
to  escape  from  him,  in  his  Word,  which  is  wholly  good  and 
pure.  Prov.  xxx.  5  ;  Pleb.  vi.  5.  Good,  as  coming  from 
our  good  God,  good  in  itself,  and  good  for  us,  if  we  con- 
verse therein  as  we  ought,  in  good  conscience  towards  God, 
zeal  for  his  ordinances,  modesty  in  ourselves,  and  charity 
towards  other  men,  specially  towards  them  with  wiiom 
God  hath  joined  us  in  the  most  and  best  things,  taking 
heed  lest,  by  any  uncharitable  either  judgment  of  or  with- 
drawing from,  their  persons,  for  such  human  frailties  as 
unto  which,  into  one  kind  or  other,  all  Adam's  sinful 
posterity  are  subject,  we  sin  not  more  by  our  course  held 
against  them,  than  they  by  theirs  in  them,  w'hich  God  forbid. 

To  conclude  :  For  myself,  thus  I  believe  with  my  heart 
before  God,  and  profess  with  my  tongue,  and  have  before 
the  world,  that  I  have  one  and  the  same  faith,  hope,  spirit, 
baptism,  and  Lord,  which  I  had  in  the  Church  of  England, 
and  none  other ;  that  I  esteem  so  many  in  that  church,  of 
what  state,  or  order  soever,  as  are  ti'uly  partakers  of  that 
faith,  as  I  account  many  thousands  to  be,  for  my  Christian 
brethren,  and  myself  a  fellow-member  with  them  of  that 
one  mystical  body  of  Christ  scattered  far  and  wide  through- 
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out  the  world ;  that  I  have  always,  in  spirit  and  affection, 
all  Christian  fellowship  and  communion  with  them,  and 
am  most  ready,  in  all  outward  actions,  and  exercises  of 
religion,  lawful  and  lawfully  done,  to  express  the  same ; 
and  withal,  that  I  am  persuaded,  the  heai'ing  of  the  Word 
of  God  there  preached,  in  the  manner,  and  upon  the 
grounds  formerly  mentioned,  is  both  lawful  and,  upon  occa- 
sion, necessary  for  me,  and  all  true  Christians,  withdraw- 
ing from  that  hierarchical  order  of  church  government,  and 
ministry,  and  appurtenances  thereof;  and  uniting  in  the 
order  and  ordinances  instituted  by  Christ,  the  only  King' 
and  Lord  of  his  church,  and  by  all  his  disciples  to  be 
observed ;  and  lastly,  that  I  cannot  communicate  with,  or 
submit  unto  the  said  church-order,  and  ordinances  there 
established,  either  in  state  or  act,  without  being  condemned 
of  mine  own  heart,  and  therein  provoking  God,  who  is 
greater  than  my  heart,  to  condemn  me  much  more.  And 
for  my  failings,  which  may  easily  be  too  many,  one  way  or 
other,  of  ignorance  herein,  and  so  for  all  my  other  sins,  I 
most  humbly  crave  pardon,  first  and  most,  at  the  hands  of 
God ;  and  so  of  all  men,  whom  therein  I  offend,  or  have 
offended  any  manner  of  way ;  even  as  they  desire  and  look 
that  God  should  pardon  their  offences. 


FINIS. 
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Here  followeth  a  true  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  London, 
written  by  the  author  of  the  former  treatise,  and  read  in 
public,  and  by  the  whole  consent  of  the  Church  was  sent 
to  London,  in  answer  to  a  letter  sent  by  the  Church  of 
London  to  the  Church  of  Amsterdam  and  Leyden ;  which 
we  have  thought  good  to  print,  only  to  let  the  world  see 
what  the  Church's  opinion  was,  of  hearing  in  England :  the 
contents  whereof  followeth. 
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Grace  and  peace  from  God  the  giver  thereof ;  and  in  him  our 
loving  salutations. 

It  may  seem  strange  unto  you,  brethren,  and  that  not 
without  cause,  that  we  should  have  deferred  thus  long  our 
answer  unto  your  letter,  and  as  unseasonable,  that  after  so 
long  delay,  we  should  now  frame  an  answer.  Our  defence 
in  the  former  case,  is,  partly,  the  other  church's  keeping 
the  same  so  long  in  their  hands,  before  they  sent  it  unto 
us,  and  partly,  their  contentions  arising  about  it,  oi  wiiich 
we  both  desired  to  see  some  issue,  and  hoped  withal  that 
by  occasion  thereof,  we  might  come  to  communicate  our 
counsels  together,  as  we  conceive  by  your  joint  letter,  your 
desire  to  have  been.  But  both  in  vain.  For  the  letters  then 
(partly,  fearing  lest  we  should  seem  to  neglect  you,  and 
partly,  hoping  that  some  use  might  be  made  thereof  for 
after  times  and  occasions),  we  thought  it  better  late  than 
never  to  address  this  our  answer :  yet,  so  as  you  are,  in 
the  first  place,  to  be  entreated  by  the  pastor  of  die  church 
here,  to  take  knowledge  that  he  was  not  very  willino-  to 
read  publicly  that,  your  letter,  for  two  reasons.  The  one 
a  lothness,  that  either  strangers  or  brethren  should  take 
know^ledge  of  that  inordinate  and  lawless  course  held  by 
such  there,  as  both  in  regard  of  their  years  and  learning, 
and  especially  of  their  place  in  the  church,  should  have 
been  an  example  to  the  rest  in  wisdom,  sobriety,  and 
Christian  forbearance  ;  especially  in  a  case  threatening 
division  and  dissipation  ;  following  therein  Christ,  our 
Great  High-priest,  who   being  touched  with  the  feelino- 
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of  our  infirmities,  can  have  compassion  on  the  ignorant. 
Heb.  iv.  14;  v.  1,  2.  The  true  natural  mother  would 
not  consent  to  have  the  living  child  divided,  but  the 
counterfeit  was  easily  moved  thereunto,  how  earnest 
soever  she  seemed  to  have  it  accounted  hers. 

Secondly,  For  that  he  conceives  it  not  orderly  that 
the  bodies  of  churches  should  be  sent  to  for  counsel,  but 
some  choice  persons.  Power  and  authority  are  in  the 
body  for  elections  and  censures,  but  counsel  for  direction 
in  all  affairs,  in  some  few ;  in  which  regard  every  particular 
church  has  appointed  its  eldership  for  ordinaiy  counsellors, 
to  direct  it  and  the  members  thereof  in  all  difficulties ; 
with  whom  others  are  also  to  advise  upon  occasions, 
specially  ordinary.  The  priest's  lips  should  presence 
knowledge,  and  they  should  seek  the  law  at  his  mouth, 
for  he  is  the  messenger  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts.    Mai.  ii.  7. 

These  things  premised,  our  general  answer  to  the 
questions  propounded  by  you  followeth.     You  demand, — 

1st.  Wliether  you  have  done  well  in  retaining  her,  (to 
wit,  the  maid  about  whom  the  difference  was),  she  leaving 
practice  according  to  her  promise  ?  Answer.  We  judge, 
that  therein  you  did  well,  yea,  though  she  had  continued 
her  practice  upon  occasion,  and  without  neglect  of  the 
church  whereof  she  was  a  member,  how  much  more 
leaving  it,  as  she  did.  Considering  the  action  itself,  the 
hearing  of  the  Word  of  God,  the  great  provocation  she 
had  thereunto,  the  state  of  the  other  church  about  which 
your  next  question  is  moved,  and  with  all  these,  that 
excommunication  is  the  heaviest  censure  which  the  church 
can  inflict  for  the  most  heinous  offence,  most  obstinately 
stood  in,  we  deem  it  against  that  brotherly  forbearance 
which  the  stronger  owes  to  the  weaker,  so  severely  to 
censm-e  a  failing  (so  supposed)  of  that  kind. 

To  their  assertion  that  she  was  an  idolater,  having 
broken  the  second  commandment,  for  that  Mr.  Jacob's 
people  were  judged  idolaters  in  their  going  to  the  assem- 
blies, and  therefore  from  1  Cor.  v.  1,  "  If  any  called  a 
brother,  be  an  idolater,"  Szc;  we  answer,  that  here  are 
divers  consequences  and  collections,  made  without  rule 
of  charity,  or  ground  of  truth. 

To    grant,    as  the  truth  is,   that  many  things   in   the 
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assemblies  are  against  the  second  commandment,  which, 
forbids  nothing  but  idolatry  expressly,  and  by  conse- 
quence whatsoever  tends  thereunto ;  and  mthal  that  Mr. 
Jacob  s  people  did  partake  with  divers  of  these  evils,  yet 
we  deny  to  agree  either  with  Christianity,  or  civility,  in 
common  course  of  speech,  to  challenge  every  such  prac- 
tice as  the  committing  of  idolatr}",  or  such  persons,  as 
idolaters.  The  Lord  Jesus  teacheth.  Matt.  v.  21,  22,  that 
all  unadvised  anger  is  against  the  sixth  commandment, 
"  Thou  shalt  do  no  murder;"  is  therefore  ever^^  man  that 
manifests  upon  occasion,  any  the  least  unadvised  anger, 
to  be  challenged  as  a  committer  of  mm^der  or  murderer? 
So  by  proportion,  every  less  modest  word,  gesture,  or 
fashion  of  apparel,  is  against  the  seventh  commandment, 
"  Thou  shalt  not  commit  adulter}^ ;"  every  T^Tonging  of 
another  by  negligence,  improvidence,  or  partial  affections, 
which  eveiy  one,  less  or  more,  bears  to  himself,  though 
but  in  a  halfpenny,  is  against  the  eighth  commandment, 
"  Thou  shalt  not  steal;"  are  all,  therefore,  so  doing,  to  be 
pronounced  and  prosecuted,  as  thieves  and  adulterers  ? 
By  these  vain  collections,  and  bold  challenges,  scarce  any 
so  good  and  godly,  but  might  be  branded  as  idolaters, 
thieves,  murderers,  adulterers  and  what  not.  For  who 
can  understand  his  eiTors  and  secret  faults  ?  Words  are 
unto  things,  as  clothes  unto  the  body.  And  as  it  were 
a  vain  course  to  put  upon  a  child  a  man's  coat,  though 
never  so  costly,  to  make  him  seem  a  man ;  so  is  it  not 
only  vain,  but  also  injurious  to  put  upon  the  things  which 
we  dislike,  odious  phrases,  though  taken  out  of  the  very 
Scriptures,  to  make  them  seem  worse  than  in  truth 
they  are. 

Indeed,  he  that  is  under  the  law,  and  judgment  thereof, 
doing  the  least  evil  against  the  first  or  second  command- 
ment, is  an  idolater,  and  against  the  sixth  a  murderer, 
and  so  for  the  rest  in  regard  of  God,  and  the  rigour  of 
justice.  Whom  yet  for  men  so  to  call  and  prosecute, 
were  rash  and  rude  at  the  least :  but  now  if  the  person 
can  in  respect  of  other  good  things,  by  the  Word  of  God, 
and  utmost  extent  of  charity,  be  deemed  to  have  any  the 
least  interest  in  the  grace  of  the  gospel,  to  censure  such 
an  one  as  an  idolater,  thief,  murderer,  and  the  like,  is 
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against  both  charity  and  godliness.  The  apostle,  2  Cor. 
vi.,  teacheth  us  to  judge  and  speak  otherwise,  where  he 
calls  such  of  the  Christian  Corinthians,  as  by  occasion 
of  friends  and  corruptions  of  times  were  drawn  to  par- 
take in  the  idol  feasts,  and  tables  of  devils,  of  which 
they  had  also  before  been  by  him  most  seriously  admo- 
nished, 1  Cor.  8 — 10,  righteousness,  light,  Christ,  be- 
lievers, and  the  temple  of  God,  opposed  to  unbelievers, 
unrighteousness,  &c.  As  it  is  one  thing  to  have  sin,  which 
if  we  say  we  have  not,  we  deceive  ourselves,  and  the  truth 
is  not  in  us  ;  and  another  thing,  to  be  sinners  in  the 
Scripture  phrase,  1  John  i.  8,  10  ;  Psa.  i.  5  ;  John  ix.  3, 
29  ;  so  all  that  practise  through  ignorance  or  infirmity, 
some  acts,  less  discernible,  of  idolatry,  are  not  idolaters  : 
but  such  in  whom  it  reigneth  in  S,ction  or  disposition  ; 
lastly,  if  all  in  the  Church  of  England,  and  of  Mr.  Jacob's 
church  be  idolaters  as  the  apostle  there  speaks,  then  are 
they  all  excluded  from  the  kingdom  of  God,  1  Cor.  vi.  9, 
10,  and  are  under  the  curse  and  condemnation  of  the  law, 
which  censure  the  most  rigid  this  way  have  disclaimed  as 
rash  and  unjust. 

2nd.  Whether  Mr.  Jacob's  congi-egation  be  a  true  church 
or  no.  We  have  so  judged,  and  the  elders  of  the  church 
at  Amsterdam,  and  the  body  of  the  church  with  them  as 
we  conceive  ;  and  so  do  we  judge  still,  having  sent  you 
with  our  letter,  a  copy  of  certain  papers,  in  which  that 
matter  is  handled. 

3rd.  Whether  Mr.  Staresmore  and  his  wife  are  received 
and  retained  in  our  churches  by  that  covenant  wbich  they 
made  wdth  God  in  Mr.  Jacob's  church,  or  whether  they 
have  renounced  it  as  false  and  made  another  ? 

Answer.  Their  receiving  here  was  only  by  that  cove- 
nant made  with  God,  and  the  church  there  continued,  and 
none  otherwise.  The  persons  having  testimony,  and  dis- 
mission from  the  church  there,  and  so  were  in  the  virtue 
of  the  same  covenant  by  us  commended  and  conveyed  to 
that  other  church  in  Amsterdam. 

4th.  To  your  fourth  demand  about  your  carriage  to- 
wards your  teacher,  and  other  brethren  renouncing  com- 
munion with  you,  it  is  both  unseasonable  now  to  answer, 
and  difficult  for  us  who  are  ignorant  of  such  circumstances, 
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and  manners  of  carriage  by  them,  as  by  which,  offences 
are  much  aggravated  or  extenuated. 

5th.  Whether  their  pretence  of  having  the  truth  be 
sufficient  to  make  them  the  church,  and  to  warrant  their 
above-mentioned  deaUng  ? 

Answer.  Neither  the  pretence  of  having,  nor  the 
having  of  the  truth  indeed  makes  the  church  in  the  sense 
in  hand,  no  more  than  the  having  some  other  particular 
commendable  virtue  by  some,  makes  them  the  church, 
excluding  them  that  want  it ;  as  Eevelation  ii.,  iii.  the 
visible  and  ministerial  church  is  the  whole  body  and  every 
member  thereof.  Not  some  parts,  of  which,  some  of 
these  members  have  more  comeliness,  and  some  less. 
Acts  XX.  28  ;  ]  Cor.  xiv.  23  ;  Eom.  xii. ;  1  Cor.  xii.  The 
church  is  a  state,  spiritual ;  and  political,  not  personal 
en'or  thereof  or  other  sin,  makes  any  cease  to  be  a  mem- 
ber thereof.  And  if  the  greater  number  be  members  still, 
though  in  error,  the  smaller  cannot  be  the  body :  besides, 
if  some  particular  sin  or  error  make  the  greatest  part  not 
to  be  members,  then  much  more  two  or  three  particulars. 
Which  thereupon,  the  church  might  not  censure  for  any 
error  or  other  sin,  to  wit,  if  they  were  not  members. 
Lastly,  this  confirms  that  popish  and  x^resumptuous  gi'ound, 
that  ''the  church  cannot  err." 

6th.  Whether  women  Ivdve  voices  with  men  in  the 
judgments  of  the  churches  ? 

Answer.  The  aj^ostle  teachetii  plainly  the  contraiy, 
1  Cor.  xiv.  34;  1  Tim.  ii.  12,  14.  And  though  he  speak 
particularly  of  prophesying  and  teaching,  yet  lays  he  down 
a  more  general  rule,  forbiddmg  all  such  speaking,  as  in 
which  authority  is  used  that  is  usurped  over  the  man, 
which  is  done  sj)ecially  in  judgments.  And  if  a  woman 
may  not  so  much  as  move  a  question  in  the  church  for  her 
instruction,  how  much  less  may  she  give  a  voice  or  utter 
a  reproof  for  censure  ? 

And  this  answer  we  return  at  the  length,  brethren,  to 
your  letter  and  demands,  and  therewith  our  loving  saluta- 
tions in  the  Lord.  In  whom,  wishing  your  peace  and  wel- 
fare, we  rest,  your  loving  brethren, 

John  Eobinsz,  and  Church  with  him. 
Leydeii,  5  April,  1624. 

VOL.  HI.  c  c 
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Our  opposites,  after  much  and  long  struggling,  as  wild 
creatures  taken  in  the  snare,  perceiving  neither  friend 
nor  foreigners  knew  how  to  yield  them  any  relief  (though 
they  crept  hasely  for  it),  being  yet  set  to  hold  it  out,  truth 
failing  them,  now  they  unconscionably  invent  slanders  ; 
hoping,  after  so  long  time  past,  they  may  now  boldly 
change  the  causes  of  our  difference,  and  say,  "We  were  cast 
out  for  seducers  and  for  attempting  to  lead  them  to  idolatiy, 
and  so  all  we  have  published  is  no  other  than  lies,  which 
they  now  threaten  to  manifest  to  all  the  world:"  boasting 
now  before  all,  "  they  are  able  to  make  good  their  proceed- 
ings a.c^ainst  us  before  God  and  men :"  \eU  hitherto,  all 
know  they  have  ever  shiumed  to  come  to  tiial  with  us 
before  any,  or  to  take  other  s  ad%4ce  for  common  good,  as 
this  letter  manifests  ;  where  also,  contraiy  to  their  saying, 
is  confirmed  that  they  censured  us,  for  not  acknowledging 
intrapping  demands  for  Christ's  government,  and  a  laAvful. 
peaceable  meeting,  for  faction. 

The  judgment  of  the  Church  of  Leyden  upon  the  pre- 
sent differences,  occasioned  by  om-  opposites  themselves.- 

To  our  Beloved,  the  Elders  and  Church  at  Amsterdam,  grace 

and   -peace  from  God  the  giver  thereof,  and  in  him  our 

salutations. 

We  received  your  letter,  brethren,  but  not  answerin.s: 

either  our  exjDectation  or  the  weigh tiness  of  the  business 

in   hand :    and   are  withal   rather    driven  to   e^ather  your 

meaning  out  of  it,  than  finding  the  same  in  it  expressed. 

Only  we  see  j)lainly  your  intent  of  imputing  special  blame 

to  one,  by  you  accounted  the  chief  adversary-,  as  offering 

*   Vide  Prefatory  Notice  to  the  foregoing  Treatise,  pages  339 — 341. 
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boastingly,  as  you  say,  to  prove,  that  he  doth  worship  the 
God  of  his  fathers,  in  writing  a  letter  in  opposition  to  the 
church's  agreement,  and  in  rebellious  refusing  and  despis- 
ing of  the  same  church.  First,  touching  the  person  in- 
tended by  you.  It  should  not  seem  strange  to  any,  if  he 
were  most  forward,  w^ho  was  deepliest  interested  in  the 
business  ;  and  that,  so  far  as  his  church- estate  and  mem- 
bership must  necessarily  stand  or  fall  with  that  covenant 
impugned  by  you,  as  the  branch  with  the  root.  As  Zilpah 
was  not,  nor  could  be,  rightfully,  Leah's  handmaid,  except 
she  had  been  Laban's  tirst,  rightfully,  Gen.  xxix.  24,  by 
whose  gift  she  was  transmitted  and  conveyed  unto  her; 
so  neither  could  he  be  truly  a  member  there  with  you  but 
by  transmission,  dismission,  or  conveyance  (call  it  as  you 
will)  from  this  chmxli  to  that,  and  so  from  that  at  London 
first  to  us  here,  by  virtue  of  that  first  covenant  there  made 
by  profession  of  faith  ;  which  covenant,  howsoever  by  some 
light  person  accounted  no  better  than  the  Turks  might 
make,  was  by  the  churches  both  there  and  here,  also  in 
the  time  of  those  worthy  governors,  now  at  rest  in  the 
Lord,  esteemed  truly  Christian.  The  party  intended  by 
you  should,  by  your  grounds,  not  have  been  cast  oat,  but 
left  out  of  the  church.  And  for  the  things  by  you  imputed 
unto  him,  we  are  certified,  by  many  eye  and  ear  witnesses, 
that  his  speech  was  as  folio weth :  "  As  Paul,  in  his  case, 
when  he  was  accused  unjustly,  said,  '  In  the  way  they  call 
heresy,  w^orship  I  the  God  of  my  fatliers,'  so  haply  I  in 
this,  that  which  you  call  and  have  censured  for  factioD,  or 
a  factious  action,  tending  to  the  breach  and  division  of  the 
church,  I  judge  to  be  nothing  less,  but  rather  a  Christian 
duty,  tending  to  love  and  not  to  division  in  the  church  in 
the  least,  either  in  action  or  intention.  And  if  way  may 
be  given  to  speak  our  minds  freely,  without  interruption, 
as  hath  been  solemnly  granted,  it  may  and  will  so  appear, 
I  doubt  not  to  the  hearts,"  &c.  And  that  this  speech  he 
used  not  till  all  hope  w^as  taken  away  of  any  moderate  course 
of  proceeding,  or  of  other  than  by  simple  confession  of  the 
sin  of  faction.  And  surely,  brethren,  it  is  not  credible  that 
he  w^ould  speak  of  the  worshipping  of  the  God  of  his 
fathers,  or  that  any  one  endued  with  common  sense  w^ould 
offer  to  prove  unto  others  that  he  worshipped  God  by  that 
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which  he  knew  they  esteemed  sinful  and  evil.  K  he  had 
proved  that  he  had  so  worshipped  God,  what  else  had  it 
been,  but  to  have  proved  that  he  had  Avorshipped  God  by 
doing  evil,  in  their  conscience,  with  whom  he  had  to  do  ? 
This  had  been  an  offer  fit  for  him  to  make,  that  meant  to 
prove  himself  guilty,  and  so  to  persuade  others  that  he 
was ;  but  not  for  him  who  means,  as  he  did,  to  avow  his 
innocency  in  the  thing.  Brethren,  let  us  be  mindful,  as 
we  ought,  that  no  relation  of  a  cause,  nor  plea  for  or  against 
it,  can  make  either  om's  the  better,  or  our  adversaries  the 
worse,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Supreme  Judge  both  of  our  ^^ersuns 
and  judgments,  and  all  other  om-  actions. 

And  whereas  the  course,  well  begun  and  tending  to  paci- 
fication, was,  as  we  understand,  inteiTupted  and  broken  off, 
upon  a  ground  taken  from  the  course  of  not  calling  again 
into  question,  civil  judgments  once  passed  by  thu  judi^-e 
according  to  right;  let  it  not  be  grievous  unto  }0u  if  we 
a  little  warn  you  of  that  dangerous  foundation,  ui)on  which, 
it  seems,  you  too  much  build  your  manner  of  proceeding 
in  the  church ;  and  to  let  pass,  that  it  were  more  for  the 
true  peace  of  the  judges  of  the  world  with  God,  tliough 
some  diminution  of  their  credits  in  the  eyes  of  vain  men, 
if  they  not  only  revised,  but  often,  upon  better  information 
or  advice,  even  reversed  their  former  sentences.  We  pray 
you  call  to  mind  how  grievous  it  was  unto  the  body  of  you, 
and  dangerous  in  itself,  when  some  of  place  amongst  you, 
a  few  yeai'S  since,  would  pattern  the  government  of  the 
church  now,  by  the  government  of  the  elders  in  Israel, 
which  is,  in  truth,  to  transform  a  service  into  a  lordship. 
More  specially  for  the  matter  in  hand.  When  the  civil 
judge  hath  passed  sentence,  and  that  execution  is  done 
accordingly,  and  that  every  one  hath  his  due,  there  is  an 
end  of  the  matter  ;  but  in  spiritual  judginents  there  is  a 
further  thing  which  the  magistrate  meddles  not  with — the 
repentance  of  the  censured  to  follow  in  time  by  God's 
blessing.  The  end  of  excommunication  is  not  that  the 
person  might  be  excommunicated,  but  that  repentance 
might  follow;  for  the  furthering  whereof  many  things 
may  and  ought  to  be  done  in  Christian  discretion  by  the 
chm'ch  towards  the  excommunicated,  as  being,  as  it  were, 
thechm'ch's  prisoner,  1  Cor.  v.  5,  by  which  he  and  his  bins 
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are  bound  upon  earth,  as  our  Lord  teacheth,  Matt,  xviii.  18. 
And  a  larger  extent  of  discretion  this  way,  few  cases  in  an 
age  can  persuade  to,  than  this  in  hand,  considering  both 
the  ground  and  carriage  of  the  thing,  and  the  number  of 
the  persons  opposite,  and  with  these  the  interest  of  all 
other  churches  in  the  business.  And  now  understanding, 
brethren,  that  competent  satisfaction  for  the  manner  of 
the  carriage  hath  been  tendered  by  the  parties  censured, 
for  the  matter  to  be  reduced,  as  we  conceive,  to  these  two 
heads  following,  we  can  do  no  less,  in  honour  of  the  truth, 
discharge  of  our  own  consciences  before  God,  and  due 
respect  imto  them  in  their  distressed  state,  than  to  signify 
and  profess, 

1.  That  in  a  matter  of  mere  counsel  and  advice,  more 
than  which  neither  the  church  of  London  required  nor 
you  could  afford  them,  any  particular  persons  advised  with 
and  having  their  reasons  of  difference  from  the  church's 
j)ersuasion,  may,  and,  in  cases  of  weight,  such  as  this  was, 
ought  by  speech  or  writing  as  there  is  occasion,  signify 
that  their  different  judgment  and  advice  to  them  whom  it 
concerns,  provided  the  same  be  done  in  good  manner  and 
with  due  respect  to  the  church.  Solomon  saith,  Prov.  xi.  14, 
that  "in  the  multitude  of  counsellors  there  is  safety;" 
and  eyery  man's  common  sense  teacheth,  that  he  who 
propounds  a  thing  to  others  for  counsel,  should  hear  every 
man's  opinion,  and  the  reason  thereof  for  his  help  and 
direction.  To  deny  this  is  to  deprive  him  of  liberty  that 
should  give  counsel,  and  him  of  help  that  should  receive 
it.  The  church  was  not  in  this  case  to  use  authority,  but 
to  show  reason. 

2.  That,  seeing  both  Moses  in  the  law,  Deut.  xix.  15, 
and  Christ  in  the  gospel.  Matt,  xviii.  15 — 17,  ordains 
that  every  matter  should  be  established  by  two  or  three 
witnesses,  and  that,  in  that  order  the  church  should  be 
told  or  complained  to  of  a  brother ;  for  the  officer  to 
traduce  or  complain  of  a  brother  to  the  church,  without 
witness  of  an  offence  done,  and  to  proceed  with  him  by 
questions  and  interrogatories,  tending  to  his  prejudice, 
and  for  the  church  to  censure  him  for  refusing  to  answer 
such  interrogatories  so  ministered,  is  both  against  Moses 
and  Christ,  and  the  law  of  nature  itself,  Acts  xxiv.  8,  J  3 ; 
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and  XXV.  5,  16,  which  taught  the  wise  of  the  heathen  not 
to  proceed  in  judgment  with  any  hut  hy  way  of  accusation 
and  proof  of  evil  against  him.  And  these  persuasions  of 
the  things  and  defence  of  our  own  and  all  other  Christians', 
yea,  of  all  men's  lawful  liberty,  we  are  willing  and  able, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  to  justify  against  all  gainsayers. 

And  now,  brethren,  what  shall  we  say  more  unto  you? 
Our  and  all  other  churches'  advice  you  reject,  in  confidence 
of  your  own  unerring  judgment  and  proceeding  in  this 
matter. 

In  your  letter  you  mention  the  great  weakness  of  the 
church.  Oh,  that  you  would  indeed  manifest  such  persuasion 
of  yourselves  !  Then  would  you  not  proceed  with  that 
confidence  in  a  matter  and  manner  before  unheard  of  in 
the  churches  ;  then  w^ould  you  both  be  glad  of  and  deshe 
the  advice  and  counsel  of  others,  able  and  willing,  in  the 
fear  of  the  Almighty  and  in  a  good  conscience,  to  afford 
you  the  best  help  they  can  ;  and  not  so  caiTy  things  as  if 
the  Word  of  God  either  came  from  you  or  unto  you  alone. 
And  for  the  church  here,  which  is  nearliest  united  unto 
you,  what  other  use  have  you  had  of  us,  since  the  death  of 
your  wise  and  modest  governors,  in  all  your  differences 
and  troubles,  save  to  help  to  bear  part  of  that  scandal  and 
opprobr}'  wherewith,  specially  in  the  public  carria,2^e  of 
matters,  you  have  laden  the  ordinances  of  God  and  pro- 
fessors of  the  same  in  the  eyes  of  all,  within  and  vrithout. 
But  in  vain  we  speak  unto  you,  whose  ears  prejudice  hath 
stopped.  We  purpose  not  henceforth  to  trouble  you  any 
more  in  this  kind  ;  but  taking  part  as  occasion  in  the  good 
things  amongst  you,  and  professing  ourselves  innocent  of 
the  things  amiss,  will  bewail  your  state,  which  is  indeed  to 
be  bewailed,  and  commend  it,  as  we  do,  to  the  Lord  for 
bettering.     His  grace  be  with  you  always  more  and  more. 

Your  loving  brethren, 
The  Pastor  and  Church  at  Ley  den, 

John  Eobinson. 
Leyden,  Septemher  18,  16*24. 
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Of  the  authenticity  of  this  Epistle  there  caji  be  no 
doubt,  though  pubUshed,  it  would  seem,  anonymously. 
Its  history  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Eev.  Joseph  Hall,  B.D.,  then  Eector  of  Halstead, 
but  afterwards  Bishop  of  Norwich,  published  a  Letter,  in 
1608,  the  year  of  Mr.  Eobinson's  departure  to  Amsterdam, 
addressed  to  "  Mr.  Smyth  and  Mr.  Eob(inson),  Eingleaders 
of  the  late  Separation  at  Amsterdam."  The  Letter  bears 
no  date,  but  must  have  been  wTitten  at  the  time  refeiTed 
to,  inasmuch  as  Hall's  Eeply  to  the  "  Answer "  was 
published  in  1610;  in  the  "Dedication"  of  which  Eeply, 
"  To  our  gracious  and  blessed  Mother,  the  Chmxh  of 
England,"  he  states,  "that  no  less  than  a  year  and  half  is 
past,  Eev.  Dear  and  holy  Mother,  since  I  wrote  a  loving 
monitory  Letter  to  two  of  thine  unworthy  sons,  which  I 
heard  were  fled  from  thee  in  person,  in  affection,  and 
somewhat  in  opinion ;  supposing  them  yet  thine,  in  the 
main  substance,  though  in  circumstances  their  own."-^ 

That  Mr.  Eobinson  was  the  Author  of  the  "Answer"  is 
placed  beyond  doubt,  from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Hall  states  in 
the  "  Dedication,"  that  since  he  ^Tote  the  Epistle,  "  one 
of  them,"  referring  to  Mr.  Smyth,  who  had  in  the  mean- 
time become  an  Anti-psedobaptist,  "  hath  washed  off  thy 
font  water  as  unclean  ;  and  hath  written  desperately  both 

*  Hall's  Works,  vol.  ix.,  page  379,  Edited  bvEev.  Josiah  Pratt, 
B.D.,  P.A.S.,  Ed.  1808.     Loadon. 
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against  thee  and  his  own  fellows. "^-5^  In  the  "Apology,"  he 
addresses  Mr.  Eobinson  :  ''  I  wrote  not  to  you  alone  :  what 
is  become  of  your  partner,  yea,  your  guide  ?  Woe  is  me  ! 
he  hath  renounced  our  Christendom  with  our  church, 
and  hath  washed  off  his  fonner  water  with  new;  and 
now  condemns  you  all  for  not  separating  further,  no 
less  than  we  condemn  you  for  separating  so  far."  And  in 
the  closing  paragraphs  of  the  "Apology,"  Mr.  Hall  ex- 
plicitly alludes  to  Mr.  Eobinson  by  name.f 

Mr.  Eobinson  must  have  received  the  "Censorious 
Epistle"  shortly  after  his  arrival  at  Amsterdam,  in  1608, 
and  replied  to  it  immediately.  HalVs  Eeply  is  long  and 
elaborate,  and  must  have  occupied  considerable  time  in  its 
composition;  but  was  published  in  1610,  thus  furnishing 
internal  evidence  as  to  the  date  of  Eobinson's  "Answer" 
being  1608,  before  he  left  Amsterdam  for  Ley  den. 

No  separately  published  copy  of  Mr.  Eobinson's 
"Answer"  has  been  found,  but  is,  it  is  presumed,  care- 
fully and  accurately  reprinted  in  Hall's  Eeply  to  the 
"Answer,"  entitled,  "A  common  Apologie  of  the  Church 
of  England,  against  the  unjust  challenges  of  the  over- 
just  sect,  commonly  called  Brownists  :  wherein  the  grounds 
and  defences  of  the  Separation  are  largely  discussed ; 
occasioned  by  a  late  Pamphlet,  published  under  the  name 
of  'An  Answer  to  a  Censorious  Epistle,'  which  the  reader 
shall  finde  in  the  margent."   By  J.  H.    4to.,  London,  1610. 

As  the  title-page  indicates,  the  "Answer"  is  copied  into 
the  "Apologie,"  and  forms  the  text-book  of  the  Author's 
criticisms  and  animadversions. 

As  Mr.  Eobinson  follows  the  order  of  the  "  Censorious 
Ei)istle,"  and  adapts  his  replies  to  the  paragraphs  suc- 
cessively, without  quoting  them  verbatim,  the  Letter 
itself  is  reprinted  before  the  "Answer,"  that  the  subjects 

*  Character  of  the  Beast,  by  John  Smytli. 
t  HaU's  Works,  vol.  ix.  page  384. 
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in  dispute  may  be  the  better  understood  by  the  reader; 
and  that  the  differences  of  opinion  between  JVIr.  Hall  and 
Mr.  Eobinson,  respecting  the  spirit  and  language  of  the 
"  Censorious  Epistle"  may  be  seen,  a  few  lines  are  trans- 
cribed from  Mr.  Hall's  *'Apologie."  Mr.  Eobinson 's 
opinion  will  be  learned  from  his  '^Answer,"  which  his 
clerical  antagonist  calls  "a,  stomachful  pamphlet"  : — 

"  There  was  no  gall  in  my  pen,  no  insultation  :  I  wrote 
to  you  as  brethren,  and  wished  you  companions.  There 
was  more  danger  of  flattery  in  my  style,  than  bitterness. 
My  opposition  was  not  too  vehement,  but  too  slight  and 
slender :  so,  strong  champions  blame  their  adversar}^  for 
striking  too  early.  You  might  have  forborne  this  fault; 
it  was  my  favour,  that  I  did  not  my  worst :  you  are  worthy 
of  more  weight,  that  complain  of  ease. 

"  The  discourse  that  I  rolled  down  upon  you  was  weak 
and  weightless  :  you  shall  well  find  this  was  my  lenity,  not 
my  impotence.  The  fault  hereof  is  partly  in  yom-  expecta- 
tion, not  in  my  letter.  I  meant  but  a  short  epistle ;  you 
looked  belike  for  a  volume  or  nothing. 

"  I  meant  only  a  general  monition ;  you  looked  for  a 
solid  prosecution  of  pai'ticulars.  It  is  not  for  you  to  give 
tasks  to  others'  pens.  By  what  law  must  we  write  nothing 
but  large  scholastical  discom'ses,  such  tomes  as  vom'S  ? 
May  we  not  touch  your  sore,  Imless  we  will  lance  and 
seai'ch  it  ?  I  was  not  enough  your  enemy ;  forgive  me  this 
error,  and  you  shall  smart  more."^ 

Mr.  Eobinson  did  not  reply  to  Mr.  Hall's  ''  Common 
Apology,"  judging  it  a  needless  task  ;  and  characterizing  it 
as  being  "  stuffed  with  popish  principles,"  and  "  as  being 
as  much  and  more  immediately  against  the  Eeformists  and 
their  cause,  in  the  main,  as  against  us  and  ours."f 

*  Hall's  Works,  vol.  ix.  page  383. 

t   Vide  vol.  iii.  Plea  for  Prophecy,  Preface,  page  286. 
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LETTER  BY  EEV.  JOSEPH  HALL,  B.D.,  RECTOR 
OF  HALSTEAD,  CALLED  BY  MR.  ROBINSON 
-A  CENSORIOUS  EPISTLE." 


TO  MK.  SMTTH  AND    MR.  EOB(iNSON,)  RHs^GLEADEES    OF   THE    LATE 
SEPARATION  AT  AMSTERDAM. 

Setting  forth  their  injury  done  to  the  Church,  the  Injus- 
tice of  their  Cause,  and  Fearfulness  of  their  Oiience. 
Censuring  and  advising  them. 

We  hear  of  your  separation,  and  mourn;  yet  not  so 
much  for  you,  as  for  your  wrong. 

You  could  not  do  a  greater  injmy^  to  your  motlier,  than 
to  flee  from  her.  Say,  she  were  j^oor,  ragged,  weak;  say, 
she  were  deformed;  yet  she  is  not  infectious;  or,  if  she 
were,  yet  she  is  yours. 

This  were  cause  enough  for  you,  to  lament  her,  to 
pray  for  her,  to  labour  for  her  redress  ;  not  to  avoid  her. 
This  unnaturalness  is  shameful ;  and  more  heinous  in  you 
who  are  reported  not  parties  in  this  evil,  but  authors. 
Your  flight  is  not  so  much,  as  your  misguidance. 

Plead  not :  this  fault  is  past  excuse  :  if  we  all  should 
follow  you,  this  were  the  way  of  a  church,  as  you  plead, 
imperfect,  to  make  no  church ;  and  of  a  remedy,  to  make 
a  disease.  Still  the  fniit  of  our  charity  to  you,*  is  besides 
our  grief,  pity.  Your  zeal  of  truth  hath  misled  you,  and 
you,  others  ;  a  zeal,  if  honest,  yet  blindfolded,  and  led  by 
self-will.  Oh,  that  you  loved  peace,  but  half  so  well  as 
truth,  then,  this  breach  had  never  been ;  and  you  that  are 
yet  brethren,  had  been  still  companions. 

"  Go   out  of   Babylon,"  you  say:    "  the  voice,   not  of 
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schism,  but  of  holiness."  Know  you  where  you  are  ? 
Look  about  you,  I  beseech  you  ;  look  behind  you  ;  and  see 
if  we  have  not  left  it  upon  our  backs.  She  herself  feels, 
and  sees,  that  she  is  abandoned :  and  complains  to  all  the 
world  that  we  have  not  only  forsaken,  but  spoiled  her ;  and 
yet  you  say,  "  Come  out  of  Babylon."  And  except  you  will 
be  willingly  blind,  you  may  see  the  heaps  of  her  altars,  the 
ashes  of  her  idols,  the  ruins  of  her  monuments,  the  con- 
demnation of  her  errors,  the  revenge  of  her  abominations. 

And  are  we  yet  in  Babylon  ?  Is  Babylon  yet  amongst 
us  ?  Where  are  the  main  buildings  of  that  accursed  city  ? 
those  high  and  proud  towers  of  their  universal  hierarchy, 
infallible  judgment,  dispensation  with  laws  of  God,  and 
sins  of  men  ;  disposition  of  kingdoms  ;  deposition  of 
princes  ;  parting  stakes  with  God  in  our  conversion, 
through  freedom  of  will  ;  in  our  salvation,  through  the 
merit  of  our  works  ?  Where  are  those  rotten  heaps  (rotten, 
not  through  age,  but  corruption)  of  transubstantiating  of 
bread,  adoring  of  images,  multitude  of  sacraments,  power 
of  indulgences,  necessity  of  confessions,  profit  of  pilgrim- 
ages, constrained  and  approved  ignorance,  unknown  devo- 
tions ?  Where  are  those  deep  vaults,  if  not  mines,  of 
penances  and  purgatories,  whatsoever  hath  been  devised 
by  those  popelings,  whether  profitable  or  glorious,  against 
the  Lord  and  his  Christ?  Are  they  not  all  rased  and 
buried  in  the  dust?  Hath  not  the  majesty  of  her  gods, 
like  as  was  done  to  Mythra  and  Serapis,  been  long  ago 
offered  to  the  public  laughter  of  the  vulgar?  What  is 
this,  but  to  go,  yea,  to  run,  if  not  to  fly,  out  of  Babylon  ? 

But  as  every  man  is  a  hearty  patron  of  his  own  actions, 
and  it  is  a  desperate  cause  that  hath  no  plea,  you  ahege 
our  consorting  in  ceremonies,  and  say,  still  we  tarry  in 
the  suburbs.  Grant  that  tliese  were  as  ill  as  an  enemy 
can  make  them,  or  can  pretend  them  :  you  are  deceived,  if 
you  think  the  walls  of  Babylon  stand  upon  ceremonies. 
Substantial  errors  are  both 'her  foundation  and  frame. 
These  ritual  observances  are  not  so  much  as  tile  and  reed  ; 
rather  like  to  some  fane  upon  the  roof,  for  oraament,  more 
than  use  ;  not  parts  of  the  building,  but  not  necessary  ap- 
pendances.     If  you  take  them  otherwise,  you  wrong  the 
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church  :  if  thus,  and  yet  depart,  you  wrong  it  and  yourself : 
as  if  you  would  have  persuaded  righteous  Lot  not  to  stay  in 
Zoar,  because  it  was  so  near  Sodom.  1  fear,  if  you  had  seen 
the  money-changers  in  the  temple,  however  you  would  have 
prayed,  or  taught  there :  Christ  did  it,  not  forsaking  the 
place,  but  scourging  the  offenders.  And  this  is  the  valour  of 
Christian  teachers  to  oppose  abuses,  not  to  run  away  from 
them.  Where  shall  you  not  thus  find  Babylon  ?  Would 
you  have  mn  from  Geneva  because  of  her  wafers  ?  or  from 
Corinth,  for  her  disordered  love-feasts  ? 

Either  iTin  out  of  the  world,  or  your  flight  is  in  vain.  If 
experience  of  change  teach  you  not  that  you  shall  find  your 
Babylon  everywhere,  return  not.  Compare  the  place  vou 
have  left  with  that  you  have  chosen  ;  let  not  fear  of  seem- 
ing to  repent  over-soon  make  you  partial.  Lo  !  there  a 
common  harbour  of  all  opinions,  of  all  heresies,  if  not  a 
mixture  :  here,  you  drew  in  the  free,  and  clear  air  of  the 
gospel,  without  that  odious  composition  of  Judaism,  Arian- 
ism,  Anabaptism  :  there,  you  live  in  the  stench  of  these, 
and  more.  You  are  unworthy  of  pity,  if  you  will  approve 
your  misery.  Say,  if  you  can,  that  \he  Church  of  Eng- 
land (if  she  were  not  yours)  is  not  a  heaven  to  Amsterdam. 
How  is  it,  then,  that  our  gnats  are  harder  to  swallow  than 
their  camels  ?  and  that,  while  all  Christendom  mai^nifies 
our  happiness,  and  applauds  it,  your  handful  alone  ^o  de- 
tests our  enormities  that  you  despise  our  graces  '? 

See  whether  in  this  you  make  not  God  a  loser.  The 
thank  of  all  his  favours  is  lost,  because  you  want  more  : 
and,  in  the  meantime,  who  gains  by  this  sequestration,  but 
Rome  and  hell?  How  do  they  insult  in  this  advantao-e, 
that  our  mother's  own  children  condemn  her  for  unclean' 
that  we  are  daily  weakened  by  our  divisions,  that  the  rude 
multitude  hath  so  palpable  a  motive  to  distrust  us.  Sure, 
you  intended  it  not:  but  if  you  had  been  their  hired  a^^ent' 
you  could  not  have  done  our  enemies  greater  senice.  ^ 

The  God  of  heaven  open  your  eyes,  that  you  may  see 
the  injustice  of  that  zeal  which  hath 'transported  you  ;  and 
turn  your  heart  to  an  endeavour  of  all  Christian  satisfac- 
tion :  otherwise,  your  souls  shall  find  too  late,  that  it  had 
been  a  thousand  times  better  to  swallow  a  ceremony,  than 
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to  rend  a  church ;  yea,  that  even  whoredoms  and  murders 
shall  abide  an  easier  answer  than  separation. 

I  have  done,  if  only  I  have  advised  you  of  that  fearful 
threatening  of  the  wise  man  :  "  The  eye  that  mocketh 
his  father,  and  despiseth  the  government  of  his  mother, 
the  ravens  of  the  river  shall  pick  it  out,  and  the  yoimg 
eagles  eat  it."  Prov.  xxx.  17. 
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"  It  is  a  hard  thing  even  for  sober-minclecl  men,  in  cases 
of  controversy,  to  use,  soberly,  the  advantages  of  the  times  ; 
upon  which,  whilst  men  are  mounted  on  high,  they  use  to 
behold  such  as  they  oppose  too  overly,  and  not  without  con- 
tempt ;  and  so  are  ofttimes  emboldened  to  roll  upon  them, 
as  from  aloft,  very  weak  and  weightless  discourses  :  think- 
ing any  slight  and  slender  opposition  sufficient  to  ojDpress 
those  underlings  w^hom  they  have,  as  they  suppose,  at  so 
great  an  advantage.  Upon  this  very  presumption,  it 
Cometh  to  pass,  that  this  xiuthor  undertaketh  thus  solemnly 
and  severely  to  censure  a  cause  whereof,  as  aj^jDeareth  in 
the  sequel  of  the  discourse,  he  is  utterly  ignorant :  which, 
had  he  been  but  half  so  careful  to  have  understood  as  he 
liath  been  forward  to  censure,  he  would  either  have  been, 
I  doubt  not,  more  equal  towards  it,  or  more  weighty 
against  it.  As  this  Epistle  is  come  to  my  hands,  so  I  wish 
the  Answer  of  it  may  come  to  the  hands  of  him  that 
occasioned  it.  Entreating  the  Christian  reader,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  unpartially  to  behold,  without  either 
prejudice  of  cause  or  respect  of  person,  wdiat  is  written  on 
both  sides  ;  and  so  from  the  court  of  a  soimd  conscience,  to 
give  just  judgment. 

"The  'crime'  here  objected,  is  'separation;'  a  thing 
very  odious  in  the  eyes  of  all  them  from  whom  it  is  made ; 
as  evermore  casting  upon  them  the  imputation  of  evil, 
whereof  all  men  are  impatient.  And  hence  it  cometh  to 
pass  that  the  Church  of  England  can  better  brook  the 
vilest  persons  continuing  communion  with  it,  than  any 
whomsoever  separating  from  it,  tliough  upon  never  so  just 
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and  well-grounded  reasons.  And  yet  separation  from  the 
world,  and  so  from  the  men  of  the  world,  and  so  from  the 
prince  of  the  world  that  reigneth  in  them,  and  so  from 
whatsoever  is  contrar}^  to  God,  is  the  first  step  to  our  com- 
munion with  God,  and  angels,  and  good  men,  as  the  first 
step  to  a  ladder  is  to  leave  the  earth! 

"  The  separation  we  have  made,  in  respect  of  our 
knowledge  and  obedience,  is  indeed  late  and  new;  yet 
is  it,  in  the  nature  and  causes  thereof,  as  ancient  as  the 
gospel,  which  was  first  founded  in  the  'enmity,'  Gen.  iii. 
15,  which  God  himself  put  betwixt  the  seed  of  the  woman 
and  the  seed  of  the  serpent;  which  *  enmity'  hath  not  only 
been  successively  continued,  but  also  visibly  manifested  by 
the  actual  separation  of  all  true  churches  from  the  world, 
in  their  collection  and  constitution,  before  the  law,  under 
the  law,  and  under  the  gospel.  Gen.iv.  13,  14,  10 ;  vi.  1,  2  ; 
vii.  1,  with  iPet.  i.^2;  iii.  20, 21;  Gen.  xii.  2;  Lev.  xx.  24, 
26;  Neh.  ix.  2  ;  John  xvii.  14,  16  ;  Acts  ii.  40  ;  xix.  9  ;  1 
Cor.  vi.  17.  Which  separation  the  Church  of  England 
neither  hath  made  nor  doth  make,  but  stands  actually  one 
with  all  that  part  of  the  world  within  the  kingdom,  without 
separation :  for  which  cause,  amongst  others,  we  have 
chosen,  by  the  grace  of  God,  rather  to  separate  ourselves 
to  the  Lord  from  it,  than  with  it  from  him,  in  the  visible 
constitution  of  it. 

"To  the  title  of  a  ' Eingleader,'  wherewith  it  pleaseth  this 
'pistler  to  style  me,  I  answer,  That  if  the  thing  I  have  be 
good,  it  is  good  and  commendable  to  have  been  forward  in 
it ;  if  it  be  evil,  let  it  be  reproved  by  the  light  of  God's 
Word ;  and  that  God,  to  whom  I  have  done  that  I  have 
done,  will,  I  doubt  not,  give  me  both  to  see  and  to  heal  my 
error,  by  speedy  repentance :  if  I  have  fled  away  on  foot, 
I  shall  return  on  horseback.  But  as  I  durst  never  set  foot 
into  this  way,  but  upon  a  most  sound  and  unresistable  con- 
viction of  conscience  by  the  Word  of  God,  as  I  was  per- 
suaded, so  must  my  retiring  be  wrought  by  more  solid 
reasons,  from  the  same  Word,  than  are  to  be  found  in  a 
thousand  such  pretty  pam2:>hlets  and  formal  flourishes  as 
this  is. 

"Your  pitying  of  us,  and  sorrowing  for  us,  especially  for 
the  wrong  done  by  us,  were,  in  you,  commendable  afl'ec- 
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tions,  if  by  us  justly  occasioned;  but  if  your  church  be 
deeply  drenched  in  apostacy,  and  you  cry  'Peace,  peace,' 
when  sudden  and  certain  desolation  is  at  hand,  it  is  you 
that  do  wrong,  though  you  make  the  complaint.  And 
so,  being  cruel  towards  yourselves,  and  your  own,  whom 
you  flatter,  3^ou  cannot  be  truly  pitiful  towards  others  whom 
you  bewail.  But  I  will  not  discourage  you  in  this  affec- 
tion, lest  we  find  few  in  the  same  fault :  the  most,  instead 
of  'pity'  and  compassion,  affording  nothing  but  fmy  and 
indignation. 

"  The  first  action  laid  against  us  is  of  '  mmaturalness,' 
and  ingratitude,  towards  our  '  mother,  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, for  our  causeless  separation  from  her.'  To  which 
unjust  accusation,  and  trivial  querimony,  our  most  just 
defence  hath  been,  and  is,  That  to  our  knowledge,  we  have 
done  her  no  wrong.  We  do  freely,  and  with  all  thankful- 
ness, acknowledge  every  good  thing  she  hath,  and  which 
ourselves  have  there  received.  The  superabmidant  grace 
of  God  covering  and  passing  by  the  manifold  enormities 
in  that  church,  wherewith  these  good  things  are  insepara- 
bly commingled ;  and  wherein  we  also,  through  ignorance 
and  infirmity,  were  inwrapped.  But  what  then  ?  Should 
we  still  have  continued  in  sin,  that  grace  might  have 
abounded  ?  If  God  have  caused  a  further  truth,  like  a 
light  in  a  dark  place,  to  shine  in  our  hearts,  should  we 
still  have  mingled  that  light  with  darkness,  contraiy  to  the 
Lord's  own  practice,  Gen.  i.  4,  and  express  precept,  2  Cor. 
Yi.  14? 

"  But,  the  Church  of  England,  say  you,  is  our  '  mother,' 
and  so  ought  not  to  be  avoided.  But,  say  I,  we  must  not 
so  cleave  to  'Holy  Mother'  Church  as  [that]  we  neglect 
our  heavenly  Father  and  his  commandments  :  which,  we 
know,  in  that  estate,  we  could  not  but  transgress ;  and  that 
heinously,  and  against  our  consciences ;  not  only  in  the 
want  of  manjr  Christian  ordinances,  to  which  we  were  most 
straitly  bound,  both  by  God's  Word  and  our  own  neces- 
sities ;  but  also  in  our  most  sinful  subjection  to  many  anti- 
christian  enormities,  which  we  are  bound  to  eschew  as  hell. 
She  is  our  '  mother;'  so  may  she  be,  and  yet  not  the  Lord's 
wife  !  Every  mother  of  children  is  not.  a  wife.  '  Ammi 
and  Euhamah'  were  bidden  to  '  plead'  with  their  '  mother,' 
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apostate  Israel ;  and  '  plead '  that  she  was  '  not '  the  Lord's 
'wife,'  nor  he  her  'hushand.'  Hos.  ii.  1,  2.  And  though 
you  forhid  us  a  thousand  times,  yet  must  we  '  plead.'  Not 
to  '  excuse'  our  'fault,'  but  to  justify  our  innocency :  and 
that  not  only,  nor  so  much,  in  respect  of  ourselves,  as  of 
the  truth  which,  without  sacnlege,  we  may  not  suffer  to  be 
condemned  unheard.  And  if  you  yet  hear  her  not,  rather 
blame  yourselves  as  deaf  than  as  dumb.  Is  not  '  Babylon' 
the  mother  of  God's  '  people ;'  whom  he,  therefore,  com- 
mandeth  to  '  depart  out  of  her,'  lest,  being  '  partakers  of 
her  suis,'  they  also  partake  of  her  'plagues?'  Eev.  xviii. 
4.  And,  to  conclude,  What  say  you  more  against  us, 
for  your  '  mother,'  the  Church  of  England,  than  the 
Papists  do  for  their  mother,  and  your  mother's  mother,  the 
Church  of  Piome,  against  you,  whom  they  condemn  as  un- 
natural bastards,  and  impious  matricides,  in  your  separa- 
tions from  her?  And  were  not  Luther,  Zuinglius,  Cran- 
mer,  Latimer,  and  the  rest,  begot  to  the  Lord  in  the  womb 
of  the  Fiomish  Church  ?  Did  they  not  receive  the  know- 
ledge of  his  truth  when  they  stood  actual  members  of  it? 
Whom,  notwithstanding,  afterwards,  they  forsook,  and 
that  justly,  for  her  fornications  !  But  here,  in  the  name  of 
the  Church  of  England,  you  wash  your  hands  of  all  Baby- 
lonish abominations,  which  you  pretend  you  have  forsaken, 
and  her,  for  and  with  them.  And,  in  this  regard,  you,  [we] 
speak  thus,  '  The  reformation  you  have  made  of  the  many 
and  main  corruptions  of  the  Romish  Church  we  do  in- 
genuously acknowledge,  and  do,  withal,  embrace  with  you, 
all  the  truths  which,  to  our  knowledge,  you  have  received 
instead  of  them;  but  Rome  Avas  not  built  all  in  a  day.' 

"  The  'mystery  of  iniquity'  did  advance  itself  by  de- 
grees; and  as  the  rise  was,  so  must  the  fall  be.  That '  man 
of  sin,'  and  lawless  man,  must  languish  and  die  away  of  a 
consumption.  2  Thess.  ii.  3,  7,  8.  And  what  though  many  of 
the  highest  towers  of  Babel,  and  of  the  strongest  pillars  also, 
be  demolished  and  pulled  down  ;  yet  may  the  building  stand 
still,  though  tottering  to  and  fro,  as  it  doth,  and  only  under- 
propped and  upheld  with  the  shoulder  and  arm  of  flesh;  with- 
out which,  in  a  very  moment,  it  would  fall  flat  upon  and  be 
level  with  the  earth.  You  have  renounced  many  false  doc- 
trines in  Popery,  and,  in  their  places,  embraced  the  truth. 
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But  what,  if  this  truth  be  taught  under  the  same  hatefal 
prelacy,  in  the  same  devised  office  of  ministry,  and  con- 
fused communion  of  the  profane  multitude,  and  that 
mingled  with  many  grievous  errors  ?  Shall  some  general 
truths,  yea,  though  few  of  them,  in  the  particulars,  may 
be  soundly  practised,  sweeten  and  sanctify  the  other 
errors?  Doth  not  one  heresy  make  a  heretic?  And  doth 
not  a  'little  leaven,'  whether  in  doctrine  or  manners, 
'leaven  the  whole  lump?'  ]  Cor.  v.  6  ;  Gal.  v.  9  ;  Hag.  ii.  13. 
If  Antichrist  held  not  many  truths,  wherewith  should  he 
countenance  so  many  forgeries  ?  Or,  how  could  his  work 
be  a  '  mystery  of  iniquity,'  which,  in  Rome,  is  more  gross 
and  palpable,  but  in  England  is  spun  with  a  liner  thread, 
and  so  more  hardly  discovered  ?  But  to  wade  no  further 
in  universalities,  we  will  take  a  little  time  to  examine  such 
particulars  as  you  yourself  have  picked  out  for  your  most 
advantage,  to  see  whether  you  be  so  clear  of  Babel's 
towers  in  your  own  evidence,  as  you  bear  the  world  in 
hand. 

"  '  Wliere,'  say  you,  '  are  those  proud  towers  of  their  uni- 
versal hierarchy?'  One  in  Lambeth;  another  inFulham; 
and  wheresoever  a  pontifical  prelate  is,  or  his  chancellor, 
commissary,  or  other  subordinate,  there  is  a  tower  of  Babel 
unruinated  !  To  this  end  I  desire  to  know  of  you,  whether 
the  office  of  archbishops,  bishops,  and  the  rest  of  that 
rank,  were  not  parts  of  that  accursed  hierarchy,  in  Queen 
Mary's  days,  and  members  of  that  *  man  of  sin'?  If  they 
w^ere,  then  as  shoulders  and  arms  under  that  head,  the 
Pope,  and  over  the  inferior  members,  and  have  now  the 
same  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  derived  and  continued  upon 
them,  whereof  they  were  possessed  in  the  time  of  Popery, 
as  it  is  plain  they  have,  by  the  first  parliament  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  why  are  they  not  still  members  of  tliat  body, 
though  the  head,  the  Pope,  be  cut  off?  And  so  do  all  the 
reformed  churches  in  the  world,  of  whose  testimony  you 
boast  so  loud,  renounce  the  prelacy  of  England,  as  part 
of  that  pseudo- clergy  and  antichristian  hierarchy  derived 
from  Pvome." 

"  Lifallible  judgment."  "It  seems  the  Sacred,  so  called, 
S}Tiod,  assumeth  Little  less  unto  herself  in  her  determina- 
tions.    Otherwise,  how  durst  she  decree  so  absolutely,  as 
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she  doth,  touching  things  reputed  'indifferent;'  namely, 
'  That  all  men,  in  all  places,  must  submit  unto  them,  with- 
out exception  or  limitation  '  ?  Except  she  could  infalhbly 
determine  that  these  her  ceremonies,  thus  absolutely  im- 
posed, should  edify  all  men  at  all  times,  how  durst  she  thus 
impose  them?  To  exact  obedience  in  and  unto  them, 
whether  they  offend  or  offend  not,  w^hether  they  edify  or 
destroy,  were  intolerable  presumption." 

"Dispensation  with  laws  of  God  and  sins  of  men." 
"  To  let  pass  your  ecclesiastical  consistories,  wherein 
sins  and  absolutions  from  them  are  as  venal  and  saleable 
as  at  Eome,— is  it  not  a  law  of  the  Eternal  God,  that  the 
ministers  of  the  gospel,  the  bishops  or  elders,  should  be 
'  apt '  and  '  able  '  to  '  teach '?  1  Tim.  iii.  2  ;  Tit.  i.  9.  And, 
is  it  not  their  grievous  sin  to  be  unapt  hereunto?  Isa.  Ivi. 
10,  11.  And  yet,  who  knoweth  not  that  the  patrons  amongst 
you  present,  that  the  bishops  institute,  the  archdeacons 
induct,  the  churches  receive  ;  and  the  laws,  both  civil  and 
ecclesiastical,  allows  and  justify  ministers  unapt  and  unable 
to  '  teach'  ? 

*'  Is  it  not  a  law  of  the  Eternal  God,  that  the  '  elders  ' 
should  '  feed  the  flock,'  over  which  they  are  set,  labouring 
amongst  them  in  the  Word  and  doctrine  ?  Acts  xx.  28  ; 
1  Pet.  V.  1,2.     And  is  it  not  sin  to  omit  this  duty  ? 

'•  Plead  not  for  Baal.  Your  dispensations  for  non-residency 
and  pluralities  for  benefices,  as  for  two,  three,  or  more  ; 
yea,  tot.  qtwt.,  as  many  as  a  man  will  have,  or  can  get,  are 
so  many  dispensations  of  the  laws  of  God  and  sins  of  men. 
These  things  are  too  irnj^ious  to  be  defended,  and  too 
manifest  to  be  denied." 

"Disposition  of  kingdoms,  and  dej)osition  of  princes." 
"  You  are  wiser,  and  I  hope  honester  than  thus  to  at- 
tempt, though  that  received  maxim  amongst  you,  '  No  cere- 
mony, no  bishop,  no  bishop,  no  king,'  savom\s  too  strongly 
of  that  weed.  But  what  though  you  be  loyal  to  earthly 
kings,  and  their  crowns  and  kingdoms,  yet  if  you  be  traitors 
and  rebels  against  the  king  of  his  church,  Jesus  Christ, 
and  the  sceptre  of  his  kingdom,  not  sutTering  him,  by  his 
laws  and  officers,  to  reign  over  you ;  but,  instead  of  them, 
do  stoop  to  Antichrist  in  his  offices  and  ordinances  ;  shall 
your  loyalty  towards  men  excuse  your  treasons  against  the 
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Lord  ?  Though  you  now  cry  never  so  loud,  '  We  have  no 
king  but  Csesar,'  John  xix.  15,  yet  is  there  '  another  king, 
one  Jesus,'  Acts  xvii.  7,  which  shall  return  and  pass  a 
heavy  doom  upon  the  rehelhous  :  '  These  mine  enemies, 
which  w^ould  not  that  I  should  reign  over  them,  bring 
them,  and  slay  them  before  me.'  Luke  xxix.  29." 

"  Parting  stakes  wath  God  in  our  conversion."  "  Not 
to  speak  of  the  error  of  universal  grace,  and  consequently 
of  free-will,  that  groweth  on  apace  amongst  you;  what 
do  you  else  but  put  in  for  a  part  w^ith  God  in  conver- 
sion, though  not  through  freedom  of  will,  yet  in  a  devised 
ministry,  the  means  of  conversion.  It  being  the  Lord's 
pecuUar,  as  well  to  appoint  the  outw^ard  ministry  of  con- 
version, as  to  give  the  inward  grace.   1  Cor.  iii.  9. 

"  '  Where,'  say  you,  '  are  those  rotten  heaps  of  transub- 
stantiating of  bread?  '  And  w^here,  say  I,  learned  you  your 
devout  kneeling  to  or  before  the  bread,  but,  from  that  error 
of  transubstantiation  ?  Yea,  w^hat  less  can  it  insinuate 
than  either  that  or  some  other  the  like  idolatrous  conceit? 
If  there  were  not  something  more  in  the  bread  and  wine 
than  in  the  water  at  baptism,  or  in  the  Word  read  or 
preached,  why  should  such  solemn  kneeling  be  so  severely 
pressed  at  that  time,  rather  than  upon  the  other  occasions? 
And  well  and  truly  have  your  own  men  affirmed,  that  it 
w^ere  far  less  sin  and  appearance  of  an  idolatry  that  is  no- 
thing so  gross,  to  tie  men,  in  their  prayers,  to  kneel  before 
a  crucifix,  than  before  the  bread  and  wine  :  and  the  reason 
followeth,  for  that  Papists  commit  an  idolatry  far  more 
gross  and  odious  in  worshipping  the  bread,  than  in  wor- 
shipping any  other  of  their  images  or  idols  ^vhatsoever."-'- 

"  Adoring  of  images."  "  To  let  pass  your  devout  kneehng 
unto  yom'  ordinaiy,  w4ien  you  take  the  oath  of  canonical 
obedience,  or  receive  absolution  at  his  hands,  which,  as  the 
main  actions  are  religious,  must  needs  be  religious  adora- 
tion !  what  is  the  adoring  of  your  truly  human,  though  called 
'Divine,'  service-book,  in  and  by  w^hich  you  worship  God,  as 
the  Papists  do  by  their  images  ?  If  the  Lord  Jesus,  in  his 
testament,  have  not  commanded  any  such  book,  it  is  ac- 
cursed and  abominable.  If  you  think  he  have,  show  us  the 
place  where,  that  we  may  know  it  wdth  you :  or  manifest  unto 
*  Apology  of  the  ISIiii.  of  Lincoln  Dioc.  part  1,  page  66. 
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US,  that  ever  the  apostles  used  themselves,  or  commended 
to  the  churches  after  them,  any  such  service-book!  Was 
not  the  Lord,  in  the  apostles'  time,  and  apostolic  churches', 
purely  and  perfectly  worshipped,  when  the  officers  of  the 
church,  in  their  ministration,  manifested  the  spirit  of 
prayer  which  they  had  received  according  to  the  present 
necessities  and  occasions  of  the  church  ;  before  the  least 
parcel  of  this  patchery  came  into  the  world  ?  And  might 
not  the  Lord  now  be  also  pm^eiy  and  perfectly  worshipped, 
though  this  printed  image,  with  the  painted  and  carved 
images,  were  sent  back  to  Rome ;  yea,  or  cast  to 
hell,  from  whence  both  they  and  it  came  ?  Speak,  in 
yourself,  might  not  the  Lord  be  entirely  worshipped  with 
pure  and  holy  worship,  though  none  other  book  but  the 
Holy  Scriptures  were  brought  into  the  church :  if  yea, 
as  who  can  deny  it,  that  knows  what  the  worship  of  God 
meaneth,  what,  then,  doth  your  service-book  there  ?  The 
Word  of  God  is  perfect,  and  admitteth  of  none  addition. 
Cursed  be  he  that  addeth  to  the  Word  of  the  Lord ;  and 
cursed  be  that  which  is  added;  and  so,  be  your  great 
idol,  the  communion-book,  though,  like  Nebuchadnezzar's 
image,  some  part  of  the  matter  be  gold  and  silver,  which 
is  also  so  much  the  more  detestable  by  how  much  it  is  the 
more  highly  advanced  amongst  you." 

"  Multitude  of  sacraments. "  ''  The  number  of  sacraments 
seems  greater  amongst  you,  by  one  at  tlie  least,  than  Christ 
hath  left  in  his  testament;  and  that  is  marriage,  which,  how- 
soever, you  do  not,  in  express  terms,  call  a  sacrament,  no 
more  did  Christ  and  the  apostles  call  baptism  and  the  supper 
'sacraments,'  yet  do  you,  in  truth,  create  it  a  sacrament,  in 
the  administration  and  use  of  it.  There  are  tlie  parties  to  be 
married,  and  their  marriage,  representing  'Christ  and  his 
church,'  and  their  '  spiritual'  union ;  to  which  '  mystery,'  saith 
the  oracle  of  your  service-book  expressly,  God  hath  '  con- 
secrated' them.  There  is  the  ring,  hallowed  by  the  said 
service-book,  whereon  it  must  be  laid,  for  the  element ; 
there  are  the  words  of  consecration,  '  In  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;'  there  is 
the  place,  the  church  ;  the  time,  usually  the  Lord's-day ; 
the  minister,  the  parish  priest.  And  being  made,^  as  it  is, 
a  part  of  God's  worship,  and  of  the  minister  s  office,  what 
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is  it,  if  it  be  not  a  sacrament?  It  is  no  part  of  j^rayer, 
or  preaching ;  and  with  the  sacrament  it  hath  the  gi-eatest 
con  similitude ;  but  an  idol  I  am  sure  it  is,  in  the  cele- 
bration of  it,  being  made  a  ministerial  duty,  and  part  of 
God's  worship,  without  warrant,  call  it  by  what  name 
you  will." 

"  Power  of  indulgences."  "  Your  court  of  faculties,  from 
whence  your  dispensations  and  tolerations  for  non-resi- 
dency, and  plurality  of  benefices,  are  had ;  together  w^ith 
your  commuting  of  i:)enances,  and  absolving  one  man  from 
another :  take  away  this  powder  from  the  prelates,  and  you 
maim  the  '  beast '  in  a  limb." 

"Necessity  of  confession."  "  In  your  high  commission 
court,  very  absolute,  where,  by  the  oath  ex  officio,  men  are 
constrained  to  accuse  themselves  of  such  things  as  wdiereof 
no  man  will  or  can  accuse  them  ;  what  necessity  is  laid 
upon  men  in  this  case,  let  your  prisons  witness." 

"Profit  of  pilgrimages."  "Though  you  have  lost  the 
shrines  of  saints,  yet  you  retain  their  days,  and  those  holy 
as  the  Lord's- day;  and  that  wqth  good  profit  to  your  spi- 
ritual carnal  courts,  from  such  as  profane  them  with  the 
least  and  most  lawful  labour,  notwithstanding  the  liberty  of 
the  six  days'  labour  which  the  Lord  hath  given.  And  as 
much  would  the  masters  of  these  courts  be  stirred  at  the 
casting  of  these  saints'  days  out  of  the  calendar,  as  were 
the  '  masters' of  the  possessed  maid,  when  'the  spirit  of 
divination'  was  cast  out  of  her.    Acts  xvi.  19." 

"Constrained  and  approved  ignorance."  "If  an  igno- 
rant and  unpreaching  ministry  be  approved  amongst  you, 
and  the  people  constrained,  by  all  kinds  of  violence,  to 
submit  unto  it,  and  therewitli  to  rest,  as  what  is  more 
usual  throughout  the  kingdom,  then  let  no  modest  man 
once  open  his  mouth  to  deny  that  'ignorance'  is  'con- 
strained and  approved'  amongst  you." 

"  Unknown  devotions."  "If  the  service,  said  or  sung, 
in  the  parish  church,  may  be  called  '  devotion,'  then  sure 
there  is  good  store  of  unknown  devotion  ;  the  greatest 
part,  in  most  parishes,  neither  knowing  nor  regarding  what 
is  said,  nor  wherefore." 

"Penances  and  purgatories."  "What  are  your  sheet 
penances  for  adultery,  and  all  your   purse   penances   for 
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all   other   sins  ?      Than   which,   though   some   worse    in 
popery,  yet  none  more  common. 

"  Touching  '  purgatory,'  though  you  deny  the  doctrine 
of  it,  and  teach  the  contraiy,  yet  hoAv  well  your  practice 
suits  with  it,  let  it  he  considered  in  these  particulars : 
Your  absolving  of  men  dying  excommunicate,  after  they  be 
dead,  and  before  they  may  have  Christian  burial :  your 
Christian  burial  in  holy  ground,  if  the  party  will  be  at  the 
charges  :  your  ringing  of  hallowed  bells  for  the  soul :  your 
singing  the  corpse  to  the  grave  from  the  church  stile 
your  praying  over,  or  for  the  dead ;  especially  in  these 
words,  '  That  God  would  hasten  his  kingdom,  that  we  with 
this  our  brother,'  though  his  life  were  never  so  wretched 
and  death  desperate,  '  and  all  other  departed  in  the  time 
faith  of  thy  holy  name,  may  have  our  perfect  consumma- 
tion both  in  body  and  soul.'  Your  general  doctrines,  and 
your  particular  practices,  agree  in  this,  as  in  the  most 
other  things,  like  '  harp  and  harrow  ! '  In  word,  you  pro- 
fess many  tmths,  which  in  deed  you  deny.  These  and 
many  more  popish  devices,  by  others  at  large,  discovered 
to  the  world,  both  for  pomp  and  profit,  are  not  only  rased, 
and  buried  in  the  dust,  but  are  advanced  amongst  you, 
above  all  that  is  called  God. 

"  You  are  far  from  doing  to  the  Romish  idols  as  was 
done  to  the  Eg}^ptian  idols  '  Mythra  and  Serapis,'  whose 
priests  were  expelled  their  ministry,  and  monuments  ex- 
posed to  utter  scorn  and  desolation  ;  their  temples  demo- 
lished and  rased  to  the  veiy  foundation. 

'*  But  your  temples,  especially  your  cathedrals  and 
mother  churches,  stand,  still,  in  their  proud  majesty,  pos- 
sessed by  archbishops  and  lord  bishops,  like  the  flamens 
and  archfiamens  amongst  the  Gentiles,  from  whom  they 
were  derived,  and  furnished  with  all  manner  of  pompous 
and  superstitious  monuments ;  as  carved  and  painted 
images,  massing  copes  and  surplices  ;  chanting  and  organ 
music,  and  many  other  glorious  ornaments  of  the  Romish 
harlot!  by  which  her  majesty  is  commended  to  and  ad- 
mired by  the  vulgar ;  so  far  are  you  in  these  respects,  from 
being  gone,  or  fled,  yea,  or  crept  either,  out  of  Babylon  ! 
Now,  if  you  be  thus  Babylonish  where  you  repute  your- 
selves most  Sion-like,  and  thus  confounded  in  your  own 
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evidence  ;  what  defence  could  you  make  in  the  things 
whereof  an  adversary  would  challenge  you  '?  If  your  lio-ht 
be  darkness,  how  great  is  your  darkness!" 

"  Consorting  in  ceremonies."  "  But  for  that,  not  the 
separation  hut  the  cause,  makes  the  schismatic  :  and  lest 
you  should  seem  to  speak  evil  of  the  thing  you  know  not, 
and  to  condemn  a  cause  unheard,  you  lay  down,  in  the 
next  place,  the  supposed  cause  of  our  separation,  against 
which  you  deal  as  insufficiently ;  and  that  you  pretend  to 
be,  none  other  than  your  'consorting'  with  the  Papists  in 
certain  'ceremonies;'  touching  wdiich,  and  our  separation 
in  regard  of  them,  thus  you  \\Tite  : — '  M.  H.  :  If  you  have 
taken  but  the  least  knowledge  of  the  grounds  of  our  judg- 
ment and  practice,  how  dare  you  thus  abuse  both  us  and 
the  reader,  as  if  the  only  or  chief  ground  of  our  separation 
were  your  popish  ceremonies?  But  if  you  go  only  by 
guess,  having  never  so  much  as  read  over  one  treatise  pub- 
lished in  our  defence,  and  yet  stick  not  to  pass  this  your 
censorious  doom,  both  upon  us  and  it,  I  leave  it  to  the 
reader  to  judge  whether  you  have  been  more  lavish  of  your 
censure  or  credit!  Most  unjust  is  the  censure  of  a  cause 
unkno^\m ;  though  in  itself  never  so  blameworthy;  which, 
nevertheless,  may  be  praiseworthy  for  aught  he  knows  that 
censures  it.' 

"And  touching  the  'ceremonies'  here  spoken  of,  how- 
soever we  have  formerly  refused  them,  submitting:,  as  all 
others  did  and  do,  to  the  prelate's  spiritual  jurisdiction — 
herein,  through  ignorance,  straining  at  'gnats,'  and  swal- 
lowing 'camels,'  yet  are  we  verily  persuaded  of  them, 
and  so  were  before  we  separated.  That  they  are  but  as 
leaves  of  that  tree,  and  as  badges  of  that  'man  of  sin,' 
whereof  the  Poj^e  is  head,  and  the  prelates,  shoulders! 
And  so  we,  for  our  parts,  see  no  reason  why  any  of  the 
bishops'  sworn  servants,  as  all  the  ministers  of  the  Church 
of  England  are  canonically,  should  make  nice  to  wear 
their  lords'  liveries.  Which  'ceremonies,'  notwithstand- 
ing, we  know  well  enough,  howsoever  you,  for  advantage, 
extenuate  and  debase  them  unto  us,  to  be  advanced  and 
preferred,  in  your  church,  before  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel.  It  is  much  that  they,  being  'not  so  much  as 
reed,'    nor   any  part  of  the    building,    as    you   pretend. 
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should  overturn  the  best  builders  amongst  you  as  they  do. 
The  proportion  betwixt  'Zoar'  and  them  holds  w^ell :  Zoar 
was  a  neighbour  unto  Sodom,  both  in  place  and  sin,  and 
obnoxious  to  the  same  destruction  with  it;  and  it  was  Lot's 
error  to  desire  to  have  it  spared,  Gen.  xix.  15,  18 — SO  ;  and 
so  he  never  found  rest  nor  peace  in  it,  but  forsook  it  for 
fear  of  the  same  just  judgment,  which  had  overtaken  the 
rest  of  the  cities,  ver.  30.  The  application  of  this  to  your 
'  ceremonies,' I  leave  to  yourself;  and  them,  to  that  de- 
struction to  which  they  are  devoted  by  the  Lord. 

"How  we  would  have  behaved  ourselves  'in  the  temple,' 
where  the  'money-changers'  were,  and  they  that  'sold 
doves,'  we  shall  answer  you  when  you  prove  your  church 
to  be  the  'Temple  of  God,'  compiled  and  built  of  spiritu- 
ally 'he\Mi'  and  'lively  stones,'  1  Kings  v.  17,  18;  vi.  7; 
1  Pet.  ii.  5;  and  of  the  'cedars,  firs,'  and  'thyme,' 
trees  of  Lebanon,  2  Chron.  ii.  8,  framed  and  set 
together  in  that  comely  order  which  '  a  greater  than 
Solomon'  hath  prescribed;  unto  which  God  hath  promised 
his  presence.  But  whilst  we  take  it  to  be,  as  it  is,  a  con- 
fused heap  of  dead,  and  defiled,  and  polluted  stones,  and 
of  all  rubbish  of  briers  and  brambles  of  the  wilderness, 
for  the  most  part  fitter  for  burning  than  building  ;  we  take 
ourselves  rather  bound  to  show  our  obedience  in  departing 
from  it,  than  our  valour  in  purging  it ;  and  to  follow  the 
prophet  s  counsel  in  flying  out  of  Babylon,  'as  the  he- 
goats  before  the  flock.'    Jer.   1.    8. 

"And  Avliat,  I  pray  you,  is  the  valour  which  the  best 
hearted  and  most  zealous  Pveformers  amongst  you,  have 
manifested  in  driving  out  'the  money-changers'?  Doth  it 
not  appear  in  this,  that  they  sufl'er  themselves  to  be  driven 
out  with  the  two-stringed  whip  of  ceremonies  and  sub- 
scription, by  'the  money-changers'  the  chancellors  and 
officials  which  sell  sins  like  'doves;'  and  by  the  chief- 
priests,  the  bishops,  which  set  them  on  work?  So  far  are 
the  most  zealous  amongst  you,  from  driving  out  the 
'money-changers,'  as  [that]  they  themselves  are  driven  out 
by  them ;  because  they  will  not  change  with  them  to  the 
utmost  farthing ! 

"  For  the  '  wafers,'  in  Geneva;  and  disorders,  in  Corinth; 
they  were  corruptions  which  may  and  do,  or  the  like  unto 
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them,  creep  into  the  purest  churches  in  the  world :  for  the 
reformation  whereof  Christ  hath  given  his  power  unto  his 
church,  that  such  e\ils  as  are  brought  in  by  human  frailty 
may,  by  divine  authority,  be  jDurged  out.  This  power  and 
presence  of  Christ  you  Avant ;  holding  all  by  homage,  or 
rather  by  villanage,  under  the  prelates ;  unto  whose  sinful 
yoke  you  stooj),  in  more  than  Babylonish  bondage,  bear- 
ing and  approving,  by  personal  communion,  infinite  abo- 
minations. And  in  these  last  two  respects  principally ; 
your  Babylonish  confusion  of  all  sorts  of  people  in  the  body 
of  your  church,  without  separation,  and  your  Babylonish 
bondage  under  your  spiritual  lords,  the  prelates ;  we  ac- 
comit  you  Babylon,  and  fly  from  you. 

"  Master  H.,  having  formerly  expostulated  with  us  on  our 
supposed  impiety,  in  forsaking  a  '  ceremonious'  Babylon 
in  England,  proceeds,  in  the  next  place,  to  lay  down  our 
madness,  in  choosing  a  '  substantial'  Babylon  in  '  Amster- 
dam.' And  if  it  be  so  found,  by  due  trial,  as  he  suggesteth, 
it  is  hard  to  say,  whether  our  impiety  or  madness  be  the 
greater!  Belike  Master  H,  thinks  we  gather  churches 
here,  by  town-rows,  as  they  do  in  England  ;  and  that  all 
within  the  parish  procession  are  of  the  same  church. 
Wherefore  j  else,  tells  he  us  of  Jews,  Arians,  and  Ana- 
baptists ;  with  whom  we  have  nothing  common  but  the 
streets  and  market-place?  It  is  the  condition  of  the 
church,  to  live  in  the  world,  and  to  have  civil  society  with 
the  men  of  this  world.  1  Cor.  v.  10;  John  xvii.  11.  But 
what  is  this,  to  that  sjjiritual  communion  of  the  saints  in 
the  fellowship  of  the  gospel,  wherein  they  are  separated, 
and  sanctified,  from  the  world  unto  the  Lord?  John  xvii.  IG ; 
1  Cor.  i.  2;  2  Cor.  vi.  17,  18. 

"We,  indeed,  have  much  wickedness  in  the  city  where 
we  live  ;  you,  in  the  church:  but,  in  earnest,  do  you  imagine 
we  account  the  kingdom  of  England  '  Babylon,'  or  the  city 
of  Amsterdam,  'Sion?'  It  is  the  Church  of  England,  or 
State-Ecclesiastical,  which  we  account  Babylon  ;  and  from 
which  we  withdraw  in  spiritual  communion.  But  for  the 
commonwealth  and  kingdom,  as  we  honour  it  above  all  the 
states  in  the  world,  so  would  we  thankfully  embrace  the 
meanest  corner  in  it,  at  the  extremest  conditions  of  any 
peoi3le  in  the  kingdom.     The  hellish  impieties  in  the  city 
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of  '  Amsterdam '  do  no  more  prejudice  om^  heavenly  com- 
munion in  the  church  of  Christ,  than  the  frogs,  lice,  flies, 
murrain,  and  other  plagues  overspreading  Egypt,  did  the 
Israelites,  when  Goshen,  the  portion  of  their  inheritance,  was 
free,  Exod.  viii.  S>2  ;  ix.  26  ;  nor  than  the  deluge,  w^herewith 
the  whole  world  was  covered,  did  Noah,  when  he  and  his 
family  were  safe  in  the  ark,  Gen.  vii. ;  nor  than  '  Satan's 
throne '  did  the  church  of  Pergamos,  being  established  in 
the  same  city  with  it.  Rev.  ii.  12,  13. 

"It  is  the  will  of  God  and  of  Christ,  that  his  church 
should  abide  in  the  world,  and  converse  with  it  in  the 
affairs  thereof,  w^hich  are  common  to  both.  But  it  is  the 
apostacy  of  Antichrist  to  have  communion  with  the  world 
in  the  holy  things  of  God,  which  are  the  peculiars  of  the 
church,  and  cannot,  without  great  sacrilege,  be  so  prosti- 
tuted and  profaned. 

"  The  air  of  the  gospel  which  you  draw  in,  is  nothing 
so  free  and  clear  as  you  make  show.  It  is  only  because 
you  are  used  to  it,  that  makes  you  so  judge.  The  thick 
smoke  of  your  Canons,  especially  of  such  as  are  planted 
against  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  the  visible  church  and  the 
administration  of  it,  do .  both  obscure  and  poison  the  air 
wliich  you  all  draw  in,  and  wherein  you  breathe.  The 
plaguy  spiritual  leprosy  of  sin  rising  up  in  the  foreheads 
of  so  many  thousands  in  the  church,  unshut  up,  uncovered, 
infects  all,  both  persons  and  things,  amongst  you.  Lev. 
xiii.  45 — 47  :  2  Cor.  vi.  17.  The  blasting  hierarchy  suffers 
no  good  thing  to  grow  or  prosper,  but  withers  all,  both 
bud" and  branch.  The  daily  sacrifice  of  the  seiwice-book, 
which,  instead  of  spiritual  prayer  sweet  as  incense,  you 
offer  up,  morning  and  evenin,;:;-,  smells  so  strong  of  the 
Pope's,  portuise-  as  it  makes  many  hundreds,  amongst  your- 
selves, stop  their  noses  at  it ;  and  yet  you  boast  of  '  the 
free  and  clear  air  of  the  gospel'  wherein  you  breathe  ! 

"That  '  all  Christendom  should  so  magnify' your  'hap- 
piness,' as  you  say,  is  much  ;  and  yet  yourselves,  and  the 
best  amongst  you,  complain  so  much,  both  in  word  and 
writing,  of  your  miserable  condition  under  the  imperious 
and   superstitious   impositions  of  the  prelates  ;    yea,   and 
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suffer  so  much  also,  under  them,  as  at  this  day  you  do,  for 
seeking  the  same  church  government  and  ministry  which 
is  in  use  in  all  otker  churches,  save  your  own  !  The  truth 
is,  you  are  host  liked  where  you  are  worst  known.  Your 
next  neighbours  of  Scotland  know  your  Vjishops'  govern- 
ment so  well  as  they  rather  choose  to  midergo  all  the 
miseries  of  bonds  and  banishment,  than  to  partake  with  you 
in  your  '  happiness'  this  way  :  so  highly  do  they  '  magnify' 
and  '  applaud'  the  same  !  Which  choice,  I  doubt  not,  other 
churches  also,  Avould  make,  if  the  same  necessity  were 
laid  upon  them.  And  for  your  '  graces,'  we  '  despise'  them 
not,  nor  any  good  thing  amongst  you  ;  no  more  than  you 
do  such  graces  and  good  things  as  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Church  of  Piomcfrom  which  you  separate  notvathstanding. 
We  have,  by  God's  mercy,  the  pure  and  right  use  of  the 
good  gifts  and  graces  of  God  in  Christ's  ordinance,  which 
you  want.  Neither  the  Lord's  people,  nor  the  holy  vessels, 
could  make  Babylon,  Sion :  though  both  the  one  and  the 
other  were  captived  for  a  time. 

"  ^^^.lere  the  truth  is  a  gainer,  the  Lord,  which  is 
Truth,  cannot  be  '  a  loser."  Neither  are  ^  the  thanks' of 
ancient  '  favours  lost,' amongst  them  which  still  press  on 
towards  new  mercies.  Untliankful  are  they  unco  the 
blessed  majesty  of  God,  and  unfaithful  also,  which,  know- 
ing the  will  of  their  ]Master.  do  it  not.  but  go  on  presump- 
tuously, in  disobedience  to  many,  the  lioly  ordinances  of 
the  Lord  and  of  his  Christ,  which  they  knov\',  and  in 
word  also  acknowledge,  he  hath  given  to  his  ehurcli  to  be 
obsen-ed  ;  and  not  for  idle  speculation  and  di-;putation, 
without  obedience.  It  is  not  ])y  our  *  sequestration,'  but 
by  your  confusion,  that  '  Eome  and  Ht-ll  gains.'  Your 
odious  commixture  of  all  sorts  of  people  in  the  bod}-  oi 
your  church,  in  whose  lap  the  vilest  miscroants  aro 
dandled  ;  sucking  her  brt^asls,  as  hor  natural  children,  and 
are  bc-blest  by  her,  as  having  right  thereunto,  with  all 
her  holy  things,  as  prayer,  sacraments,  and  other  ceremo- 
nies;  is  that  which  advantageth  '  Hell/ in  the  final  ohdu- 
ration  and  perdition  of  the  wicked,  whom,  by  these  means, 
you  flatter  and  deceive.  The  llomish  })relacy  and  priest- 
hood amongst  you,  'with  the  appurtenances  for  their  main- 
tenance and  ministrations,  are  Home  s  advantaci:e  :  which. 
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therefore,  she  challengeth  as  her  o^vn;  and  by  which,  she 
also  still  holds  possession  amongst  you,  under  the  hope  of 
regaining  her  full  inheritance,  at  one  tii^ie  or  other.  And 
if  the  Papists  take  '  advantage'  at  our  condemnation  of 
you,  and  separation  from  you,  it  concerns  you  well  to  see 
where  the  blame  is,  and  there  to  lay  it ;  lest,  through 
light  and  inconsiderate  judgment,  you  justify  the  wicked, 
and  condemn  the  righteous.  And  for  the  suspicion  of  the 
'  rude  multitude,'  you  need  not  much  fear  it.  They  will 
suspect  nothing  that  comes  under  the  king's  broad  seal ; 
they  are  ignorant  of  this  fault.  Though  it  were  the  mass 
that  came  with  authority  of  the  magistrate,  they,  for  the 
most  part,  would  be  without  suspicion  of  it ;  so  ignorant 
and  profane  are  they  in  the  most  places.  It  is  the  wise- 
hearted  amongst  you,  that  suspect  your  dealings,  who  will 
also  suspect  you  yet  more,  as  your  unsound  dealings  shall 
be  further  discovered. 

*'  Lastly  :  The  terrible  threat  you  utter  against  us,  '  That 
even  whoredoms  and  murders  shall  abide  an  easier  answer 
than  Separation,'  would  certainly  fall  heav}^  upon  us,  if 
this  answer  were  to  be  made  in  your  Consistoiy  Courts, 
or  before  any  of  your  Ecclesiastical  Judges;  but  because 
we  know  that  not  Antichrist,  but  Christ,  shall  be  our  Judge, 
we  are  bold  upon  the  waiTant  of  his  Word  and  Testament, 
which,  being  sealed  with  his  blood,  may  not  be  altered, 
to  proclaim  to  all  the  world,  separation  from  whatso- 
ever risetli  up  rebelliously  against  the  sceptre  of  his  king- 
dom ;  as  we  are  undoubtedly  persuaded  the  communion, 
government,  ministry,  and  worship  of  the  Church  of 
England  do  !" 
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NOTICE  BY  THE  EDITOR 


No  trace  of  this  Catechism  has  been  found  earlier  than 
1642 — seventeen  years  after  the  death  of  its  Author.  It 
does  not  appear,  however,  to  have  been  a  posthumous 
pubUcation.  The  edition  of  165 5,  the  title  of  which  is  given 
in  the  next  page,  contains  a  preface,  omitted  in  earlier 
copies,  written  unquestionably  by  Mr.  Eobinson,  and  must 
have  been  taken  from  an  edition  published  during  the 
Author's  lifetime,  and  at  Leyden  itseh,  as  he  evidently  in- 
tended it  for  the  use  of  the  adult  portion  of  his  church  and 
congregation. 

The  sentiments  taught  in  this  Catechism  are  identically 
those  taught  by  Mr.  Eobinson  throughout  his  works,  and 
furnish  the  most  conclusive,  internal  evidence,  that  the 
work  is  both  genuine  and  authentic. 
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TITLES 


THREE    DIFFEEENT  EDITIONS. 


I. 

An  Appendix  to  Mr.  Perkins'  Six  Principles  of  the 
Christian  Eeligion.     By  John  Eobinson.     1642. 

II. 

A  Briefe  Catechism  concerning  Church  Government,  by 
that  Eevered  Divine,  Mr.  John  Eobinson,  and  may  he  fitly 
adjoyned  to  Mr.  Perkins'  Six  Principles,  as  appendix 
thereto.  1  Timothy  iii.  14,  15.  London  :  printed  in  the 
year  1642. 

IIL 

An  Appendix  to  Mr.  Perkins,  his  Six  Principles  of  the 
Christian  Eeligion ;  touching  the  more  solemn  fellowship 
of  Christians  (the  Church  of  God),  as  being  a  Divine  In- 
stitution. Very  fit  and  necessary  to  be  learned  by  all 
sorts  of  people  in  these  perilous  times.  Acts  ii.  47. 
Printed  by  J.  L.,  for  N.  Bourne,  and  are  to  be  sold  at  his 
shop,  at  the  South  Entrance  of  the  Eoyal  Exchange,  in 
Comhill,  1655. 
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THE  TITLE 


EEV.  W.  PEEKINS'  CATECHISM. 


"  The  Foundation  of  the  Christian  Eeligion,  gathered 
into  Six  Principles. 

"  And  it  is  to  be  learned  of  ignorant  people,  that  they 
may  be  fit  to  hear  sermons  with  profit,  and  to  receive  the 
Lord's  Supper  with  comfort.  Psa.  cxix.  130  :  'The  entrance 
into  thy  w^ords  sheweth  light,  and  giveth  understanding  to 
the  simple.'    London  :  printed  by  John  Legatt.     1606." 


Mr.  Perkins  was  a  distingiiished  Puritan  minister  dm'ing 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  He  was  born  in  1558,  and  was 
educated  in  Christ's  CoUege,  Cambridge.  He  was  elected 
Fellow  of  his  College  at  the  age  of  -24,  and  officiated  at  St. 
Andrew's  Chmxh  w^ith  great  success  for  nearly  '20  years. 
He  was  deprived  by  Archbishop  Whitgift.  He  died  in 
1602.  His  writings  are  numerous,  and  are  comprised 
in  three  folio  volumes.  Job  Orton  says,  respecting  Mr. 
Perkins,  "  I  think  him  an  excellent  writer.  His  style  is  the 
best  of  any  of  that  age  or  the  next ;  and  many  passages  in 
his  writings  are  equal  to  those  of  the  best  writers  in  mo- 
dern times.  He  is  judicious,  clear,  full  of  matter  and 
deep  Christian  experience." 
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THE   PKEFACE 


TO  THE 


EDITION  OF  THE  CATECHISM   PUBLISHED    IN   1665, 


Unto  the  former  principles  published  by  that  reverend 
man,  Mr.  Will.  Perkins,  fully  containing  what  every  Chris- 
tian is  to  believe  touching  God  and  himself,  I  have 
thought  it  fit,  for  the  good  of  those  especially  over  whom 
I  am  set  (the  younger  sort  of  whom  I  have  formerly  cate- 
chised in  private,  according  to  the  same  principles),  to 
annex  a  few  others,  touching  the  more  Solemn  Fellowship 
of  Christians ;  the  Church  of  God  as  being  a  Divine  Insti- 
tution, Kev.  ii.  7  ;  the  Spiritual  Paradise  and  Temple  of  the 
living  God,  2  Cor.  vi.  IG  ;  Eom.  ix.  4;  in  which  his  most 
solemn  services  are  to  be  performed ;  and  to  which  he 
addeth  daily  such  as  be  saved,  promising  to  dwell  in  the 
midst  of  them  by  his  most  powerful  and  gracious  pre- 
sence. 

John  Eobinson. 
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Q.  1.  "What  is  the  cliurch  ? 

A.  A  company  of  faithful  and  holy  people,  with  their 
seed,  called  by  the  Word  of  God  into  public  covenant  with 
Christ  and  amongst  themselves,  for  mutual  fellow'ship  in 
the  use  of  all  the  means  of  God  s  glory  and  their  salvation. 

Q.  2.  Of  ^vhat  sort  or  number  of  ]3eople  must  this  com- 
pany consist? 

A.  It  is  all  one  whether  they  be  high  or  low,  few  or 
many ;  so  as  they  exceed  not  such  a  number  as  may  ordi 
narily  meet  together  m  one  place  for  the  Avorshipping  of 
God  and  sanctification  of  the  Lord's-day.  Gal.  iii.  '2S ; 
Matt,  xxviii.  17,  19;  1  Cor.  xi.  17,  18,  '^0,  xiv.  23;  Acts 
XX.  7. 

Q.  3.  What  are  the  reasons  why  the  church  must  con- 
sist of  faithful  and  holy  people  ? 

A.  1.  The  Scriptures  evervwhere  so  teach.  Levit.  xx. 
26  ;  Eom.  i.  7,  8  ;   1  Cor.  i.  2 ;  Phil.  i.  1—9. 

2.  The  church  is  the  body  of  Christ,  all  whose  mem- 
bers, therefore,  should  be  conformable  in  some  measure  to 
Him  then:  Head.     Eph.  i.  22  ;  Col.  i.  18. 

3.  Only  such  worshippers  please  God,  are  accepted 
of  him,  and  have  right  to  the  covenant  of  grace  and  seals 
thereof.  John  iv.  23;  Heb.  viii.  8 — 10,  ^&c.  ;  Jude,  ver. 
1  ;  Ezek.  xhv.  7. 
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Q.  4.  But  are  not  hypocrites  mingled  with  the  faithful 
in  the  church  ? 

A.  None  ought  to  be  by  the  Word  of  God,  and  where 
such  are,  they  are  not  truly  added  by  the  Lord  to  the 
church,  but  do  creep  in  through  their  own  hypocrisy,  and 
not  without  the  church's  sin  also,  if  they  may  be  dia^erned 
to  be  such. 

Q.  5.  By  what  means  is  the  church  gathered  ? 

A.  By  the  Word  preached,  and  by  faith  received  by  them 
that  hear  it.  Matt,  xxviii.  19,  20  ;  Acts  ii.  14,  &c.,  xi.  19, 
XX.  21  ;  Eom.  i.  5  ;   1  Cor.  xv.  1,  2. 

Q.  6.  Is  every  believer  a  member  of  the  visible  church? 

A.  No ;  but  he  must  also,  by  his  personal  and  public  pro- 
fession, adjoin  himself  to  some  particular  fellowship  and 
society  of  saints.     Acts  ii.  41,  47,  viii.  37,  ix.  18. 

Q.  7.  How  prove  you  the  seed  of  the  faithful  to  be  of 
the  church  with  them  ? 

A.  By  the  covenant  which  God  made  Avith  Abraham 
and  his  seed,  which  was  the  covenant  of  the  gospel,  and 
confirmed  in  Christ ;  the  seal  thereof,  circumcision,  being 
the  seal  of  the  righteousness  of  faith.     Gen.  xvii.  7,  &c. 

Q.  8.  What  are  the  essential  marks  of  the  church? 

A.  Faith  and  order,  as  the  church  in  them  may  be  seen, 
and  be  held  to  walk  in  Christ  Jesus,  whom  she  hath  re- 
ceived. Faith  professed  in  word  and  deed,  showing  the 
matter  to  be  true ;  and  order  in  the  holy  things  of  God, 
showing  the  forms  to  be  true ;  Avhich  are  the  two  essential 
parts  of  the  church."^  Gal.  iii.  8,  10,17;  Kom.  iv.  11; 
Col.  ii.  5,  6. 

Q.  9.  Are  not  the  preaching  of  the  Word  and  adminis- 
tering of  the  sacraments  certain  marks  of  the  true  church? 

A.  No,  for  the  Word  may,  and  that  rightly,  be  preached 
to  assemblies  of  unbelievers  for  their  conversion,  as  may 
the  sacraments  also  (though  unjustly)  be  administered 
unto  them,  and  so  be  made  lying  signs.  Besides,  the  true 
church  may  for  a  time  Avant  the  use  of  divers  ordinances 
of  God,  but  hath  always  right  unto  them  ;  as  may  also  the 
false    church  usurp    and  abuse   them,  but  without  right. 

*  As  true  matter  and  fonn  :  or  two  essential  pai'ts  of  other  things — 
as  a  house,  temple,  or  tabernacle. 
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Matt,  xxviii.  19 ;  Acts  xiv.  7,  14,  xvii.  22,  &c.  ;  Gen.  xxxiv. 
24,  Shecbemites ;  2  Kings  xvii.  25,  &c. ;  Hos.  i.  9. 

Q.  10.  What  are  the  means  in  and  by  which  Christ  and 
the  church  have  fellowship  together  ? 

A.  1.  In  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ. 

2.  In  the  offices  of  ministry  given  to  the  church. 

3.  In  the  works  done  in  and  by  those  gifts  and  offices. 
2  Cor.  xii.  3—6. 

Q.  11.  ^Vherein  standeth  this  communion  of  the  Spirit? 

A.  In  the  in-dwelling  and  operation  of  the  gifts  and 
graces  thereof  conveyed  from  Christ,  as  the  head,  unto  the 
church  as  his  body,  and  members  one  of  another.  "^^Tience 
ariseth  that  most  strait  and  divine  conjunction,  by 
which,  as  by  the  civil  bond  of  marriage  the  man  and  wife 
are  one  flesh,  so  they  who  are  thus  joined  to  Christ  are 
one  spirit.     Eph.  ii.  22,  iv.  15,  19;   1  Cor.  vi.  17. 

Q.  12.  How  many  are  the  offices  of  ministiy  in  the 
church  ? 

A.  Five,  besides  the  extraordinary  offices  of  a^^ostles, 
prophets,  and  evangelists,  for  the  first  planting  of  the 
churches,  which  are  ceased,  with  their  extraordinary  gifts. 

Q.  13.  How  is  that  proved? 

A.  Partly,  by  the  Scriptures,  which  both  mention  them 
expressly,  and  describe  them  by  their  principal  gifts  and 
works ;  and  partly,  by  reason  agreeable  to  the  Scriptures. 

Q.  14.  Show  me  which  those  offces  be,  with  their  an- 
swerable gifts  and  works  ? 

A.  1.  The  pastor  (exhorter),  to  w^hom  is  given  the  gift 
of  wisdom  for  exliortation.  2.  The  teacher,  to  whom  is 
given  the  gift  of  knowledge  for  doctrine.  3.  The  govern- 
ing elder,  who  is  to  rule  with  diligence.  Eph.  iv.  11  ; 
1  Cor.  xii.  8;  Bom.  xii.  8;  1  Tim.  v.  17.  4.  The  deacon, 
who  is  to  administer  the  holy  treasm-e  with  simplicity. 
5.  The  widow  or  deaconess,  who  is  to  attend  the  sick  and 
impotent  with  compassion  and  cheerfulness.  Acts  vi.  2 — 
7;   1  Tim.  iii.  8,  10,  &c.,  v.  9,  10;  Eom.  xvi.  1. 

Q.  15.  What  is  the  reason  for  the  proving  of  these 
ministries  ? 

A.  Because  these  are  necessary  and  these  alone  suffi- 
cient for  the  church,  as  being  the  most  perfect  society  and 
body   of  Christ,   which  neither  faileth  in  that  which  is 
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necessary,  nor  exceecleth in  anything  superfluous.  1  Cor.  xii. 
27  ;  Eph.  ii.  12,  TroXiVeta ;   ver.  19,  crvjUTroXirat ;  Eom  xii.  7,  8. 

Q.  16.  Whence  ariseth  the  necessity  and  sufficiency  of 
these  ministries  in  the  church  ? 

A.  From  the  condition,  partly  of  the  souls,  and  partly  of 
the  bodies  of  the  members. 

Q.  17.  How  doth  that  appear? 

A.  1.  In  the  soul  is  the  faculty  of  understanding,  about 
which  the  teacher  is  to  be  exercised  for  information  by 
doctrine.  2.  The  will  and  affections  upon  which  the 
pastor  (exhorter)  is  especially  to  work  by  exhortation  and 
comfort.  3.  For  that  doctrine  and  exhortation  without 
obedience  are  unprofitable,  the  diligence  of  the  ruling 
elder  is  requisite  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  1 8.  How  are  the  other  two  ministries  to  be  exercised  ? 

A.  As  the  church  consisteth  of  men,  and  they  of  souls 
and  bodies,  so  are  the  deacons,  out  of  the  church's  treasure 
and  contributioij,  to  provide  for  the  common  uses  of  the 
church,  relief  of  the  poor,  and  maintenance  of  the  officers. 
Acts  vi.  1 — 3,  iv.  35  ;  Gal.  vi.  6,  KOLuoiveirco  ;  1  Tim.  v.  18  ;  as 
are  the  widows  to  afford  unto  the  sick  and  impotent  in 
body,  not  able  otherwise  to  help  themselves,  their  cheerful 
and  comfortable  service.     1  Tim.  v.  3,  9. 

Q.  19.  Wherefore  call  you  those  offices  by  the  name  of 
ministries  or  service  ? 

A.  For  two  causes: — 1.  For  that  they  are  no  lord- 
ship, but  mere  services  of  Christ  and  of  the  church.  Matt. 

XX.  25 27.     2.  Because  they  consist  in  admmistering  only 

of  those  things  which  are  Christ's,  and  the  church's  under 
him.      1  Cor  iii.  21—23,  iv.  1  ;  2  Cor.  iv.  5. 

Q.  20.  By  whom  are  these  officers  to  have  their  outward 
calling  ? 

A.  By  the  church,  whereof  they  are  members  for  the 
present,  and  to  which  they  are  to  administer. 

Q.  21.  How  doth  that  appear? 

A.  1.  The  apostles,  who  taught  only  Christ's  command- 
ments, so  directed  the  churches.     Acts  i.  15—23,  vi.  1,  2, 

3,  5. 

2.  The  people,  amongst  whom  they  have  been  convers- 
ant, can  best  judge  of  their  fitness,  botli  in  respect  of  their 
persons  and  families.     Acts  vi.  1—5  ;  1  Tim.  iii.  2—5. 
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A.  3.  It  furthereth  much  the  dihgence  and  faithfuhiess  of 
the  minister,  that  they  whose  minister  he  is  have  freely 
chosen  him,  as  unto  whom  under  Christ  they  commit  the 
most  precious  treasure  of  theh  souls  ;  as  also  it  binds  the 
people  to  greater  love  and  conscience  of  obedience  of  him 
and  his  ministiy,  whom  themselves  have  made  choice  of. 
1  Tim.  v.  8. 

4.  The  church  being  a  most  free  corporation  spiritual 
imder  Christ,  the  Lord,  is  in  all  reason  and  equity  to  choose 
her  ministers  and  servants  under  him,  unto  whom,  also,  she 
is  to  give  wages  for  their  ser\dce  and  labour.  Acts  xiv.  vJ3  ; 
1  Tim.  V.  17,  18. 

Q.  22.  Is  this  outwai'd  calling,  of  simple  necessity,  for  a 
true  church  officer? 

A.  Yea,  as  for  the  magistrate  in  the  city  and  com:aon- 
wealth,  or  steward  in  the  family,  without  which  they  usurp 
their  places,  how  excellent  soever,  whether  in  their  gifts  or 
works.     Heb.  v.  4,  5. 

Q.  23.  What  if  the  officer  be  found  unfaithful  in  his  place  ? 

A.  He  is  by  the  church  to  be  warned  to  take  heed  to  his 
ministry  he  hath  received,  to  fulfil  it ;  which,  if  he  neglect 
to  do,  by  the  same  power  which  set  him  up,  he  is  to  be 
put  down  and  deposed,  being  dealt  with  as  a  brother. 
Col.  iv.  17. 

Q.  24.  What  are  the  outward  works  of  the  church's  com- 
munion with  Christ  ? 

A.  These  six: — 1.  Prayer.  2.  The  reading  and  open- 
ing of  the  Word.  3.  The  sacraments.  4.  Singing  of 
Psalms.  5.  Censures.  G.  Contribution  to  the  necessities 
of  the  saints. 

Q.  25.  Wherefore  put  you  prayer  in  the  first  place? 

A.  Because  by  it  all  the  re^t  arc  sanctified  to  the  faithful. 
1  Tim.  ii.  1,  iv.  r>;  Jude,  ver.  20;  Zecli.  xii.  10;  Pom.  viii.  Ij, 
IG.  For  prayer,  see  the  end  of  the  fifth  principle,  with  the 
exposition;"  only  add  this,  that  in  the  act  of  our  speaking  mito 

*  Q.  "\Miat  is  prayer  ? 

A.  A  familitu'  speech  ^itli  God,  iii  tkc  name  of  Cluist,  1  Tim.  ii. 
1  ;  Pliil.  iv.  G,  in  ^^■llicll  we  cither  crave  things  neeiUiil,  or  give 
thanlvs  for  things  received. 

Q.  In  asking  tilings  needful,  what  is  required  .> 

A.  Two  things  ;  im  earnest  desire,  and  faith. 
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God  by  prayer,  we  are  not  to  use  the  help  of  any  book,  beads, 
crucifixes,  or  the  like,  to  teach  or  provoke  us,  but  only  the  help 
of  the  Spirit  of  adoption  and  prayer,  working  in  our  hearts 
effectually,  and  teaching  us  both  what  and  how  to  pray  as 
we  ought. 

Q.  26.  "What  believe  you,  touching  the  Word? 

A.  Besides  the  things  observed  in  the  fifth  principle  and 
exposition,  that  the  whole  written  Word,  and  it  alone,  is  to 
be  read  and  opened  in  the  church. 

Q.  27.  Wherefore  are  the  whole  Scriptures  to  be  read 
and  opened  ? 

A.  Because  the  whole  Word  of  God  is  pure,  written  for 
our  learning  and  comfort,  given  by  Divine  inspiration,  and 
is  profitable  for  doctrine,  reproof,  correction  and  instruc- 
tion, and  from  which  nothing  may  be  diminished.  Prov. 
XXX.  5,  G  ;  Bom.  xv.  4 ;  Deut.  iv.  2  ;  2  Tim.  iii.  IG,  17. 

Q.  28.  How  prove  you  that  the  Scriptures  only  are  to  be 
read,  and  opened  in  the  church  ? 

A.  Because  they  alone  are  sufficient  for  faith,  and  the 
obedience  which  is  of  faith,  and  able  to  make  the  man  of 
God  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works  ; 
and  unto  which  nothing  may  be  added.  John  xx.  31  ; 
Heb.  xi.  G  ;  Bom.  xvi.  17;  Bev.  xxi.  19. 

Q.  29.  Who  are  to  open  and  apply  the  Scriptures  in  the 
church  ? 

A.  1.  Principally  the  bishops  or  elders,  who,  by  the  Word 
of  Life,  are  to  feed  the  flock,  both  by  teaching  and  govern- 
ment. Acts  XX.  28.  2.  Such  as  are  out  of  office,  in  the 
exercise  of  prophecy. 

Q.  80.  liow  is  that  exercise  proved  in  the  Scriptures  ? 

Q.  What  things  must  a  Christian  man's  heart  desire  ? 

A.  Six  things  especially. 

Q.  AVhat  are  they  ? 

A.  1.  That  he  may  glorify  God.  2.  That  God  may  reign  in  his 
heart,  and  not  sin.  That  he  may  do  God's  will,  and  not  the  lusts  of 
the  flesh.  4.  That  he  may  rely  himself  on  God's  providence  for  aU 
the  means  of  his  temporal  life.  5.  That  he  may  be  justified,  and  be 
at  peace  with  God.  6.  That,  by  the  power  of  God,  he  may  be 
strengthened  against  all  temptations. 

Q.  What  is  faith  ? 

A.  A  persuasion  (Amen)  that  those  things  wliichwe  ti-uly  desire,  God 
will  grant  them  for  Christ's  sake. — "  The  fifth  jmnciple  expounded," 
in  Kev.  W.  Perkins'  **  Foundation  of  Christian  Religion." 
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A.  1.  By  the  examples  in  the  Jewish  Church,  where  men, 
though  m  no  office,  either  in  temple  or  synagogue,  had 
liberty  publicly  to  use  their  gifts.  Luke  ii.  42,  46,  47 ;  iv. 
10—18;  Acts  viii.  4,  xi.  19—21,  xiii.  14-10,  xviii.  24 
—20. 

2.  By  the  commandments  of  Christ  and  his  apostles. 
Luke  ix.  1,  x.  1 ;  Rom.  xii.  0—8  ;  1  Pet.  iv.  10,  11  ;  1  Cor. 
xiv.  1. 

3.  By  the  prohibiting  of  women,  not  extraordinarily 
inspired,  to  teach  in  the  church  :  lierein  liberty  being  given 
unto  men  (their  husbands  or  others).  1  Tim.  ii.  11,  12; 
1  Cor.  xiv.  34,  35. 

4.  By  the  excellent  ends  which,  by  this  means,  are  to 
be  obtained:  as  1.  The  gloiy  of  God  in  the  manifestation  of 
his  manifold  graces,  1  Pet.  iv.  10,  11.  2.  That  the  gifts  of 
the  Spirit  in  men  be  not  quenched,  1  Thess.  v.  19. 
3.  For  the  fittin2j  and  trial  of  men  for  the  ministry.  1 
Tim.  iii.  2,  4.  For  the  preserving  pure  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
church,  which  is  more  endangered  if  some  one  or  two  alone 
may  only  be  heard  and  speak,  1  Cor.  xiv.  24,  25.  5.  For 
debating  and  satisfying  of  doubts,  if  any  do  arise.  0.  For 
the  edifying  of  the  church,  and  conversion  of  others.  Acts 
ii.  42  ;  Luke  iv.  ^^2,  23. 

Q.  31.  Who  is  a  prophet  in  this  sense  ? 

A.  He  that  hath  a  gift  of  the  Spirit  to  speak  unto  edi- 
fication, exhortation,  and  comfort.     1  Cor.  xiv.  4,  24,  25. 

Q.  32.  What  is  the  order  of  tliis  exercise? 

A.  That  it  be  performed  after  the  public  ministry  by  the 
teachers,  and  under  their  direction  and  moderation,  whose 
duty  it  is,  if  anything  be  obscure,  to  open  it;  if  doubtful, 
to  clear  it;  if  unsound,  to  refuse  it;  if  unprofitable  to  sup- 
ply what  is  wanting  as  they  arc  able.  1  Cor.  xiv.  3,  37  ; 
Acts  xiii.  15. 

Q,  33.  WhatbeUcve  you  touching  the  sacraments,  further 
than  is  observed  in  the  former  principles  ? 

A.  Tliat  they  are  to  be  dispensed  according  to  the  tenure 
of  the  covenant  of  grace,  whereof  they  are  seals,  in  respect 
both  of  the  persons  to  whom,  and  of  the  ends  for  which 
they  are  to  bo  administered. 

Q.  34.  "Which  are  those  persons? 

A.  The  faithful  and  their  seed.  Gen.  xvii.  7  ;  1  Cor.  vii.  14. 

VOL.  III.  "F  F 
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Q.  35.  May  all  the  faithful  partake  in  the  sacraments? 
A.  No,  except  they  he  added  also  to  some  particular 
congregation,    unto    which    the    public    ordinances    and 
ministry  doth  appertain.     Acts  ii.  41 ,  42,  47. 

Q.  36.  Which  are  the  ends  and  uses  of  the  sacraments  ? 
A.  The  first,  is  from  God  to  the  church,  opened  in  the 
exposition  of  the  fifth  principle,  where  it  is  shown  what  a 
sacrament  is.  The  second,  is  from  the  church  to  God,  in 
which  it  testifieth  the  acceptance  of  the  covenant,  and 
bindeth  itself  to  the  performance  of  the  conditions.  The 
third,  is  in  respect  of  the  members  themselves,  mutually,  as 
being  badges  of  their  association.  The  fourth,  in  respect 
of  all  other  assemblies,  between  whom  and  the  churches 
they  are  notes  of  distinction.     1  Cor.  xii.  13. 

Q.  37.  What  is  required  touching  singing  of  j^salms  in 
the  church  ? 

A.  That  they  be  such  as  are  parts  of  the  Word  of  God, 
formed  by  the  Holy  Ghost  into  psalms  or  songs,  which  many 
may  conveniently  sing  together,  exhorting  and  admonish- 
ing themselves  mutually,  with  grace  in  their  hearts.  Matt. 
xxvi.  30;  Eph.  v.  19;  Cob  iii.  16. 

Q.  38.  What  believe  you  touching  the  censure  of  excom- 
munication ? 

A.  That  it  is  to  be  used  by  every  particular  church,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  Christ. 

Q.  39.  How  prove  you  this  power  to  be  in  cveiy  parti- 
cular congregation  ? 

A.  1.  By  donation  and  gift  of  Christ  the  Lord.  Matt, 
-jj-y^ii  X7 — 19.  2.  The  particular  church  of  Corinth  had 
this  power,  for  the  neglect  whereof  it  is  reproved  by  the 
apostle.  1  Cor.  v.  13.  3.  Every  particular  church  hath 
ri<^"ht  to  the  Word,  sacraments,  and  prayer,  within  itself, 
which  are  greater,  and  therefore  to  this,  which  is  lesser 
than  they. 

O.  40.  What  are  the  rules  of  Christ  for  excommunica- 
tion ? 

A.  1.  The  sin  thus  to  be  censured  must  be  scandalous, 
and  the  person  obstinate,  after  due  conviction  and  patience 
used.  2.  The  church  excommunicating  must  be  that 
particular  congregation  gathered  together  in  the  name  of 
Christ,  whereof  the  sinner  is  a  member.  Matt,  xviii. 
15_-17,  19;   1  Cor.  v.  4,  5,  11. 
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Q.  4J .  How  prove  you  that  by  the  church,  Matt,  xviii.  17,  is 
not  meant  the  bishop  or  presbytery  representing  the  body  ? 

A.  1.  One  man  cannot  be  a  church,  which,  as  Christ 
teacheth  Matt,  x^iii.  19,  "20,  must  be  a  company,  how  small 
soever,  gathered  together  in  his  name. 

2.  The  word  there  used  never  signifieth  in  the  Scrip- 
tures an  officer  or  officers,  excluding  the  people. 

3.  The  apostle,  ]  Cor.  v.  4,  expounds  Chiist's  meaning 
to  be  of  the  whole  body  come  together. 

4.  The  elders,  being  public  officers,  are  to  exercise  the 
solemn  works  of  their  office  ;  and  particularly  the  work  of 
rebuking  them  that  sin  openly  and  before  the  church,  both 
that  others  may  fear,  and  the  church,  of  faith,  consent  to 
the  excommunication;  and,  therefore,  cannot  represent 
the  church,  it  being  actually  present.     1  Tim.  v.  20. 

5.  A  representative  church,  in  a  case  of  faith  and  con- 
science, without  the  consent  of  the  represented  in  the  par- 
ticular decree,  established  the  j^opish  doctrine  of  implicit 
faith. 

Q.  42.  What  is  the  order  of  proceeding  in  this  censm'e  ? 

A.  That  the  brother  offendiu.o:  be  admonished  privately, 
and  after  (without  his  repentance)  with  a  witness  or  two, 
who  may  give  testimony  both  of  the  oflence  and  admoni- 
tion ;  and  lastly,  that  by  the  brother  admonishing  with  his 
v.itnesses  (the  sinner  remaining  obstinate),  complaint  be 
made  to  the  church,  which  last  complaint  alone  is  sufficient 
in  public  ofiences. 

Q.  43.  What  order  is  to  be  observed  after  complamt 
thus  made  ? 

A.  Tlie  officers  and  the  governors  of  the  church  are  by 
the  Scriptures  clearly  to  convince  and  seriously  to  ad- 
monish and  exhort  the  offender,  and  upon  his  impenitence, 
Avith  due  conviction  and  patience,  to  decree  against  him 
the  sentence  of  excommunication ;  and  lastly,  with  the 
people's  free  consent,  to  pronounce  and  execute  the  same. 

Q.  44.  How  appeareth  the  necessity  of  this  ordinance  ? 

A.  ]\lany  ways  :  1.  By  the  commandment  of  Christ, 
and  practice  of  the  apostolical  churches.  Matt,  xviii.  15  ; 
1  Cor.  V.  4. 

2.  For  the  gioiy  of  Christ,  which  is  much  impeached 
])v  the  profaiieness  of  those  who  profess  his  service,  liom. 
ii'  24. 
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3.  For  the  humbling  of  the  sinner,  and  the  salvation  of 
his  soul.     1.  Cor.  v.  4 — 8. 

4.  To  prevent  the  infection  of  others.     Heb.  xii.  15. 

5.  That  by  the  zeal  and  holiness  of  the  church,  they 
without  may  be  gained  by  the  gospel. 

Q.  45.  How  is  the  church  to  walk  towards  a  person  ex- 
communicated ? 

A.  So  as  they  may  make  him  ashamed,  by  withdrawing 
from  him  all  spiritual  communion,  and  civil  familiarity 
also,  so  far  as  may  be  without  the  violation  of  any  natural 
or  civil  bond.     2  Tliess.  iii.  6—11  ;  1  Cor.  v.  11. 

Q.  46.  What  is  to  be  observed  for  the  church's  contri- 
bution ? 

A.  That  in  their  public  meeting  [every  first  day  of  the 
week]'-  they  contribute  as  God  hath  prospered  them  to  the 
public  treasury,  1  Cor.  xvi.  1,  by  the  deacons  to  be  re- 
ceived and  distributed  as  there  is  need,  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor^  maintenance  of  the  ministry,  and  other  necessary 
uses  of  the  church  first,  and  after,  of  others  also,  as  need 
requireth.  Acts  vi.  1 — 4  ;  Gal.  vi.  10  ;  Eom.  xv.  26.  And 
whosoever  will  walk  according  to  this  rule,  peace  be  upon 
them,  and  mercy,  and  upon  the  Israel  of  God.     Gal.  vi.  16. 

Amen.  John  Eobinsok. 

*  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  tlie  London  Edition,  -without 
printer's  or  publisher's  name,  16-i2,  and,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
in  no  other. 
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No.  I. 
THE  CHUECH  IN  SOUTHWAEK. 

BY  JOHN  WADDIXGTOX, 

TASTOE   OF   THE    CONGEEGATIONjLL    CHURCH,    UXION   STREET,    SOUTHWAEK. 


An  intimate  relationship  existed  between  the  church  at 
Leyden  and  the  "  faithful  brethren  "  in  Southwark,  recog- 
nized by  Piobinson,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  them,  April  5, 
10;24,  on  the  removal  of  their  first  pastor,  as  a  "true  church." 
The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  trace  the  incidents  which 
led  to  its  formation,  and  to  give  a  rapid  sketch  of  its  sub- 
sequent course. 

In  158G,  we  lind  John  Greenwood,  B.A.,  a  close  pri- 
soner in  the  Clink,  Southwark,  for  his  testimony  to  the 
simple  church  polity  of  the  New  Testament.^  '  On  the 
Lord's-day  morning,  the  lOth  of  November,  in  the  same 
year,  he  was  visited  by  his  devoted  friend  and  fellow-col- 
legian, Hexey  Barrowe,  B.A.,  the  enhghtened  and  zealous 
advocate,^  with  himself,  of  congregational  principles.  The 
keeper  of  the  prison  took  advantag-e  of  this  visit  of  condo- 
lence, to  secure  an  additional  captive  :  and  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  while  these  companions  in  the  faith  were  conversing 
together,  he  turned  the  key  upon  them  both.f     At  one 

*  lianb.  Hist.  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  62.  Hist,  of  Coqms  Cliristi,  Carnb. 
23yll.  Masters,  B.D.  1753,  4to.  page  229. 

t  Harleian  Misecl,  orig.  ed.  4to.,  vol.  iv.  page  326. 
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o'clock,  BaiTOwe  was  put  into  a  boat,  and  as  he  was  rowed 
to  Lambeth,  m  the  custody  of  the  pursuivant,  a  letter  was 
placed  in  his  hand,  explaining  the  cause  of  his  arrest.  On 
landing  at  the  palace,  he  was  brought  before  the  commis- 
sioners, specially  summoned  by  Archbishop  ^Vliitgift  for  the 
occasion,  and  subjected  to  an  examination  intended  to 
involve  him  in  the  meshes  of  prelatical  power. 

At  a  subsequent  period,  these  noble  confessors  were, 
twice,  taken  in  a  cart  to  the  foot  of  the  gallows,  and 
by  alternate  threats  and  expostulations,  urged  to  recant. 
They  adhered  to  their  convictions,  however,  and  shortly 
afterward  suffered  together,  on  the  Gth  of  May,  1593,  at- 
testing, in  this  way,  by  a  kind  of  triple  martyrdom,  their 
firm  persuasion  of  the  truth/^  In  the  "  Dialogues  of 
Governor  Bradford,"  an  interesting  account  is  given  of 
Barrowe's  conversion. f 

During  an  imprisonment,  whicli  extended  over  five  or 
six  years,  Barrowe  and  GrccnAvood  found  opportunity, 
though  not  without  difficulty,  to  write  in  defence  of  their 
scriptural  views,  and  sent  their  manuscripts  to  Holland 
for  i")ubli cation.  Amongst  other  important  documents 
transmitted  for  this  purpose,  was  a  treatise  containing  their 
joint  answer  to  the  writings  of  Giffard.  Bespecting  this 
prison  production,  the  "  Ancient  i\[en,"  in  Governor  Brad- 
ford's "Dialogues,"  relate  the  following  pari iculars  : — 

"  Wlien  Mr.  Barrowe's  and  Mr.  Greenwood's  refutation  of 
Giffard  was  privately  in  printing  in  this  city  (Middleburgh), 
Francis  Johnson  not  only  was  a  means  to  discover  it,  l>ut 
was  made  the  and.vassador's  instrument  to  intercept  tiiem 
(the  copies)  at  the  press,  and  .see  them  burnt;  the  which 
charge  he  did  so  well  perform,  as  he  lot  them  go  on  until  they 
were  wholly  finished,  and  then,  by  the  magistrate's  autho- 
rity, caused  them  to  be  speedily  burnt ;  himself  standing 
by  until  they  were  all  consumed  to  ashes.  Only  he  took 
up  two  of  them,  one  to  keep  in  his  own  study,  that  he 
might  see  their  errors,  and  the  other  to  l)estow  on  a  spe- 
cial friend  for  the  like  use.  But  mark  the  sequel.  When 
he  had  done  this  work,  he   went  home  and  superficially 

*  Aiiisworth's  Apology,  1601,  pages  89—95. 

t  Hanb.  Hist.  Mem.  vol.  i.  page  49  ;  Young's  Chronicles,  page  433. 
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read  some  things  here  and  there,  as  his  fancy  led  him.  At 
length,  he  met  with  something  that  begun  to  work  upon 
his  sj^irit,  which  so  wrought  with  him,  as  drew^  him  to  this 
resolution, — seriously  to  read  over  the  whole  book ;  the 
which  he  did  once  and  again.  In  the  end,  he  was  so  taken, 
and  his  conscience  was  troubled  so,  as  he  could  have  no 
rest  in  himself  until  he  crossed  the  seas,  and  came  to  Lon- 
don to  confer  with  the  authors,  who  were  then  in  prison, 
and  shortly  after  executed.  After  which  conference,  he 
was  so  satisfied  and  confirmed  in  the  truth,  as  he  never 
returned  to  his  place  any  more  at  jMiddleburgh,  but  ad- 
joined himself  to  their  society  at  London,  and  was  after- 
wards committed  .to  prison,  and  then  banished  :  and  in 
conclusion,  coming  to  live  at  Amsterdam,  he  caused  the 
same  books  which  he  had  been  an  instrument  to  burn,  to 
be  new  printed,  and  set  out  at  his  own  charge.  And  some 
of  us  here  present  testify  this  to  be  a  true  relation,  which 
we  heard  from  his  own  mouth  before  many  witnesses."-- 

FrvANcis  Johnson  Fl'IIow  of  Christ's  College,  Cam- 
bridge, concerning  whom  the  preceding  statement  is  made, 
became  the  leader  of  a  Christian  society,  meeting  (1503) 
in  No.  80  Nicholas-lane,  Lombard- street,  a  place  not  far 
distant  from  Southwark,  on  the  oj-tposite  bank  of  the 
river.f  His  views  did  not  coincide  entirely  with  those  of 
the  Congregational  order;  but  for  his  zeal,  intrepidity, 
and  self-denying  devotedness,  his  name  is  worthy  of  en- 
during remembrance.  "  My  care  and  desire,"  he  says,  "  I 
thank  God,  have  been,  and  I  trust,  shall  be  alway,  to  re- 
ceive and  follow  the  truth  in  love,  with  peace  and  holiness." 
He  is  referred  to,  in  terms  of  great  esteem  and  aftection, 
by  John  Penry,  jM.A.,  the  Nonconformist  martyr,  who  was 
executed  at  St.  Thomas-a-Watering,  Old  Kent- road,  South- 
wark, May  20,  1503.  In  the  letter,  dated  April  24,  1593, 
froui  his  cell,  King's  Bencli  prison,  then  on  the  north  of 
St.  George's  church.  Borough,  that  devoted  champion  for 
truth  and  freedom  writes  in  this  atfecting  strain: — '*  I 
thank  my  God,  I  am  not  only  ready  to  be  bound  and 
banished,  but  even  to  die  in  this  cause,  by  his  strength. 
Yea,  my  bi-ethren,  I  greatly  long,  in  regard  of  myself,  to 

*  Young's  Chroii.  pages  424,  5.        f  Hanb. Hist.  Mcin.vol.  i.  page  87. 
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be  dissolved,  and  to  live  in  the  blessed  kingdom  of  heaven, 
with  Jesus  Christ  and  his  angels  ;  with  Adam,  Enoch,  Noah, 
Abraham,  Moses,  Job,  David,  Jeremiah,  Daniel,  Paul,  the 
great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the  rest  of  the  holy 
saints,  both  men  and  women  ;  with  the  glorious  kings,  pro- 
phets, and  martyrs,  and  witnesses  of  Jesus  Christ,  that 
have  been  from  the  beginning  of  the  world;  particularly 
with  my  two  dear  brethren,  Mr.  Henry  Barrowe  and  Mr. 
John  Greenwood,  which  have,  last  of  all,  yielded  their  blood 
for  this  precious  '  testimony ;'  confessing  unto  you,  my 
brethren  and  sisters,  that  if  I  might  live  upon  the  earth  the 
days  of  Methuselah  tAvice  told,  and  that  in  no  less  comfort 
than  Peter,  James,  and  John  were  in  the  Mount ;  and 
after  this  life,  might  be  sure  of  '  the  kingdom  of  heaven,' 
that  yet  to   gain  all  this,  I  durst  not  go  from  the  former 

'  testimony.' I  would  indeed,  if  it  be  His 

good  pleasure,  live  yet  with  you,  to  help  you  to  bear  that 
grievous  and  hard  yoke  which  yet  ye  are  like  to  sustain, 
either  here  or  in  a  strange  land. 

"  And,  my  good  brethren,  seeing  banishment,  with  loss 
of  goods,  is  likely  to  betide  you  all,  prepare  yourselves  for 
this  hard  entreaty,  and  rejoice  that  you  are  made  worthy 
for  Christ's  cause  to  suffer  and  bear  all  things.  And  I 
beseech  you,  'in  the  bowels  of  Jesus  Christ,'  that  none  of 
you,  in  this  case,  look  Tipon  his  particular  estate  ;  but  re- 
gard the  general  state  of  the  church  of  God,  that  the  same 
may  go,  and  be  kept  together,  whithersoever  it  shall  please 
God  to  send  you. 

"  Let  not  those  of  you,  then,  that  either  have  stocks  in 
your  hands,  or  some  likely  trades  to  live  by,  dispose  of 
yourselves  where  it  may  be  most  commodious  for  your  out- 
ward estate,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  sutler  the  poor  ones, 
that  have  no  such  means,  cither  to  bear  the  whole  work 
upon  their  weak  shoulders,  or  to  end  their  days  in  sorrow 
and  mourning,  for  want  of  outward  and  inward  comforts,  in 
the  land  of  strangers  ;  for  the  Lord  will  be  an  avenger  of  all 
such  dealings.  But  consult  with  the  whole  church,  yea, 
with  the  brethren  of  other  places,  how  the  church  may  be 
kept  together  and  built,  whithersoever  they  go.  Let  not 
the  poor  and  the  friendless  be  forced  to  stay  behind  here, 
and  to  break  a  good  conscience,  for  want  of  your  support 
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and  kindness  nnto  them,  that  they  may  go  with  you.  And 
here  I  humbly  beseech  you,  not  in  any  outward  regard,  as 
I  shall  answer  before  my  God,  that  you  would  take  my 
poor  and  desolate  widow,  and  my  mess  of  fatherless  and 
friendless  orphans,  with  you  into  exile,  whithersoever  you 
go:  and  you  shall  iind,  I  doubt  not,  that  the  blessed  pro- 
mises of  my  God  made  unto  me  and  mine,  will  accompany 
them,  and  even  the  whole  church,  for  their  sakes  ;  for  this 
also  is  the  Lord's  promise  unto  the  holy  seed ;  as  you 
shall  not  need  much  to  demand  what  they  shall  eat,  or 
wherewith  they  shall  be  clothed ;  and  in  short  time,  I 
doubt  not  but  they  will  be  found  helpful  and  not  burden- 
some to  the  church:  only,  I  beseech  you,  let  them  not  con- 
tinue in  this  land,  where  they  must  be  forced  to  go  again 
into  Egypt,  and  my  God  will  bless  you  even  with  a  joyful 
return  into  your  own  country  for  it.  There  are  of  you,  I 
doubt  not,  will  be  careful  of  the  performance  of  the  will  of 
your  dead  brother,  in  this  point,  who  may  yet  live  to  show 
this  kindness  unto  yours  :  I  will  say  no  more. 

"  Be  kind,  loving,  and  tender-hearted,  the  one  of  you  to- 
wards the  other ;  labour  every  way  to  increase  love,  and  to 
show  the  duties  of  love  one  of  you  towards  another ;  by 
visiting,  comforting,  and  relieving  one  the  other,  even  for 
'  the  reproach  of  the  heathen'  that  are  round  about  us,  as 
the  Lord  saith.  Be  watching  in  prayer;  especially  re- 
member those  of  our  brethren  that  are  especially  endan- 
gered  Pray  for  them,  my  brethren,  and  for  our 

brother,  Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  and  for  me,  who  am  likely  to 
end  my  days  either  with  them  or  before  them ;  that  our  God 
may  spare  us  unto  his  church,  if  it  be  his  good  pleasure, 
or  give  us  exceeding  faithfulness.  And  be  every  way  com- 
fortable unto  the  sister  and  wife  of  the  dead,  I^nean  unto 
my  beloved  M.  Barrowe  and  JNI.  Greenwood,  whom  I  most 
heartily  salute,  and  desire  much  to  be  comforted  in  their 
God,  who,  hj  his  blessings  from  above,  will  countervail 
unto  them  the  want  of  so  notable  a  brother  and  a  husband. 
I  would  wish  you  earnestly  to  write,  yea,  to  send,  if  you 
may,  to  comfort  the  brethren  in  the  west  and  north  coun- 
tries, that  they  faint  not  in  these  troubles  ;  and  that  also 
you  may  have  of  their  advice,  and  they  of  yours,  what  to 
do  in  these  desolate  times.     .     .     Yea,  I  wish  you   and 
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them  to  be  together,  if  you  may,  whithersoever  you  shall 
be  banished,  and  to  this  purpose,  to  bethink  you  before- 
hand where  to  be ;  yea,  to  send  some  who  may  be  meet  to 
prepare  you  some  resting-place.  And,  be  all  of  you  as- 
sured, that  He  who  is  your  God  in  England,  will  be  your 
God  in  any  land  under  the  whole  heaven ;  for  the  earth 
and  the  fulness  thereof  are  his,  and  blessed  are  they  that 
for  his  cause  are  bereaved  of  any  part  of  the  same."-- 

He  died  in  faith.  In  the  "  Protestation  before  his 
Death,"  addressed  to  the  Lord  Treasurer,  he  says: — 
"  Being  now  to  end  my  days  before  I  am  come  to  the 
one  half  of  my  years,  in  the  likely  course  of  nature,  I 
leave  the  success  of  my  labours  unto  such  of  my  countiy- 
men  as  the  Lord  is  to  raise  after  me." 

The  righteous  succession  was  maintained.  Francis 
Johnson,  one  of  the  "  specially  endangered,"  took  the 
place  of  the  martyi\s.  Greenwood  and  Barrowe,  and  Vv'hile  a 
prisoner  in  the  Clink,  in  1596,  wrote  in  defence  of  Separation. 
Henry  Jacob,  M.A.,  beneficed  at  Cheriton,  in  Kent,  en- 
tered into  a  controversy  with  him,  conducted  on  both  sides 
with  great  earnestness  and  ability.  The  publisher  of 
Jacobs  treatises  on  the  "Defence  of  the  Churches  and 
jMinistiy  of  England,"  tells  us  in  the  preface,  that  "  Mr. 
Jacob,  having  some  speech  Avith  certain  of  the  Separation, 
concerning  their  peremptoiy  and  utter  separation  from  the 
churches  of  England,  was  requested  by  them,  briefly  to 
set  down  in  writing,  his  reason  for  the  defence  of  the  said 
churches,  and  they  would  either  yield  unto  his  proofs,  or 
procure  an  answer  unto  the  same.  Whereupon,  the  argu- 
ment following  this  preface,  was  set  down  in  writing  by 
Mr.  Jacob,  which  the  said  parties  did  send  to  Mr.  F.  John- 
son, being  then  a  prisoner  in  the  Clink,  Southwark." 

In  reply  to  the  argaiment  that  the  martyrs  of  the  Ee 
formation  did  not  formally  separate  themselves  from  the 
Establishment,  iNIr.  Johnson  writes  :  "  When  M.  Cranmer, 
PJdley,  Latimer,  &c.,  died  martyrs  for  the  truth  of  Christ, 
they  neither  had  themselves,  nor  joined  in  spiritual  com- 
munion with  such  as  had,  the  prelacy  and  ministry  now 

*  Hanb.  Hist.  Mem.  vol.  i.  page  78.  Stiype's  Wliitgift,  App.  XVIII. 
Bk.  iv.  page  176. 
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pleaded  for;  and  not  tliat  only,  but  were  members  of  that 
persecuted  church  in  Queen  Mar^^'s  days,  which  was  sepa- 
rated from  the  rest  of  the  land  as  from  the  world,  and 
joined  in  covenant  by  voluntary  profession  to  obey  the  truth 
of  Christ,  and  to  witness  against  the  abominations  of  Anti- 
christ. As  they  also  did  unto  death  in  the  truth  they  saw, 
though  othenvise,  being  but  as  it  were  in  the  twilight  of 
the  gospel,  they  had  their  wants  and  eiTors.  Yet  who  is 
so  blind  or  besotted,  as  not  to  see  that  their  errors  may 
not  be  our  rules,  neither  can  be  our  warrant ;  but  rather 
that  we  ought,  after  their  example,  faithfully  to  stand  in 
and  for  whatsoever  truth  God  revealeth  unto  us  by  his 
Word  '?  And  that  otherwise  these  holy  mart}Ts  shall  rise 
in  judgment  against  all  such,  as  either  witliliold  the  truth 
in  unrighteousness,  or  in  any  respect  refuse  to  walk  therein. 

"  Finally,  seeing  God  hath  given  us  his  Word  to  be  the 
light  to  our  feet,  and  ruler  of  om*  lives  and  religion,  what 
mean  you  to  lead  us  from  it,  to  the  abeiTations  of  any 
men  whatsoever  ?  Should  not  all  people  inquire  at  God, 
or  would  you  have  us  to  go  from  the  living  to  tlie  dead  ? 
from  God  and  his  Word,  to  men  and  their  eiTors?"* 

Henry  eJacob  was  gained  to  the  side  of  truth  and  became 
in  turn  the  able  and  consistent  defender  of  Scriptural  Con 
gregationalism.  He  published,  in  1004,  a  treatise  on  the 
''Necessity  of  Eeibnning  our  Churches  in  England;''  this 
was  followed  by  his  work  on  *  Toleration'  in  IGOO  ;  and  in 
the  succeeding  year  appeared  his  treatise  on  '"  The  Divine 
Beginning  and  Institution  of  Christ's  true  Visible  or  Minis- 
terial Church.''  This  church,  he  defines  to  be  "a  number 
of  faithful  people  joined,  by  their  willing  consent,  in  a 
spiritual  outward  society,  or  body-politic,  ordinarily 
coming  together  into  one  place :  instituted  by  Christ  in 
his  New  Testament,  and  having  the  power  to  exercise 
ecclesiastical  government,  and  all  Gods  other  spiritual 
ordinances,  the  means  of  salvation,  in  and  for  itseU  imme- 
diately from  Christ." 

At  this  period  he  was  at  Leyden,  in  close  conference  with 
Eobinson.  ''  We,  some  of  us,  knew  Mr.  Parker,  Dr.  Ames, 
and  Mr.  Jacob,  in  Holland,"  say  the  '*  Ancient  Men,"  ''  when 
theysojom-ned  for  a  time  in  Leyden,  and  all  three  boarded 
*  Jolinson's  Answer  to  Maister  H.  Jacob,  his  Defence,  S:c.  1600,  p.  29 
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together ;  .  .  .  .  and  after  Mr.  Jacob  returned,  and  Mr. 
Parker  was  at  Amsterdam,  he  printed  some  of  his  books."* 

The  retmii  of  Mr.  Jacob  here  mentioned  was  in  1616. 
The  work  of  the  greatest  difficulty,  and  that  which  was 
attended  with  the  most  serious  peril,  was  to  continue  the 
"  testimony  borne  by  the  confessors  and  martyrs  in  the 
immediate  scene  of  their  sufferings." 

For  this  arduous  service  Mr.  Jacob  was  eminently  quali- 
fied, by  his  talents,  his  courage,  his  discretion  and  humility. 
He  came  to  Southwark,  the  *  furnace '  of  Evangelical  non- 
conformity, to  collect  the  remnant  of  the  London  congre- 
gation, and  to  form  them  into  a  church  state,  on  the  model 
of  the  New  Testament.  The  first  meeting  of  this  martyr- 
band  was  held  in  a  private  dwelling,  on  the  southern  bank 
of  the  Thames.  The  names  of  Staismore,-]-  Browne,  Prior, 
Almey,  Troughton,  Allen,  Gilbert,  Farre  and  Goodal,  are 
mentioned  as  present  on  that  memorable  occasion.  "  These, 
with  others  (we  are  told),  having  observed  a  day  of  solemn 
fasting  and  prayer  for  a  blessing  upon  their  undertaking, 
towards  the  close  of  the  solemnity,  each  of  them  made  open 
confession  of  their  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ:  and 
then,  standing  together,  they  joined  hands,  and  solemnly 
covenanted  with  each  other  in  the  presence  of  Almighty 
God,  to  walk  together  in  all  God's  ways  and  ordinances, 
according  as  He  had  already  revealed,  or  should  fm^ther 
make  them  known  to  them.  Mr.  Jacob  was  then  chosen 
pastor  by  the  suffrage  of  the  brotherhood,  and  others  were 
appointed  to  the  office  of  deacons,  with  fasting  and  prayer 
and  imposition  of  hands. | 

*  Governor  Bradford's  Dialogues  in  Young's  Chronieles,  pages 
439_440. 

t  Doubtless  the  Mr.  Staresmore  refen-ed  to  in  Mr.  Hobinson's  letter 
to  the  Church  in  London,  page  384,  supra. 

%  "  These  fathers  of  Independency,  in  that  old  house  of  the  seven- 
teenth [or  rather  sixteenth]  century,  with  hearts  panting  for  reli- 
gious liberty,  their  hands  locked  in  each  other,  and  solemnly  vowing 
before  God,  to  foUow  the  light  he  should  grant  them,  has  in  it  a 
touch  of  the  moral  sublime,  ^vhich,  though  the  backgroimd  of  the 
picture  differs,  and  the  spnit  which  animated  that  forgotten  band 
"was  peaceful  instead  of  warhkc,  reminds  us  of  the  oath  of  Hutli,  and 
the  three- and- thii'ty  who  clasped  hands  under  the  SeeUsberg,  by  the 
Lake  of  Uri,  swearmg  before  God  the  famous  league  of  Swiss 
liberty." — Stoughton's  Spiritual  Heroes,  p.  92,  second  edit.  Hanb. 
^Hist.  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  293. 


Hosted  by  Google 


THE  CHURCH  IN  SOUTHWAEK.  447 

A  declaration  of  their  principles  was  printed  in  the  same 
year,  accompanied  by  a  petition  to  James  I.  This  docu- 
ment,- remarkable  for  the  elevation  of  its  sentiments,  the 
sobriety  of  its  diction,  and  the  cogency  of  its  reasoning, 
will  reward  the  attention  of  all  who  take  an  interest  in  the 
march  of  Christian  civilisation.  From  the  charter  of  man's 
redemption,  the  writer  asserts,  in  the  name  of  his  brethren, 
their  claim  to  the  full  measure  of  Christian  liberty,  freedom 
of  inquiry,  freedom  of  association,  freedom  of  worship,  free- 
dom of  instruction,  and  freedom  in  the  support  of  Christian 
ordinances — freedom  in  fine,  based  on  conscience,  regu- 
lated by  truth,  and  perfected  in  charity. 

After  a  seiwice  of  eight  years,  Mr.  Jacob,  with  the  con- 
sent of  his  congregation,  crossed  the  Atlantic,  to  join  the 
pilgrims  in  America.  His  motive  for  this  removal  was  the 
desire  of  extended  usefulness.!-  But  his  career  was  near 
its  close.  He  reached  the  pilgrims  only  to  mingle  his 
remains  with  kindred  dust :  but  his  testimony  cannot  die. 
With  prophetic  confidence  he  said,  "  The  Lord,  I  doubt 
not,  will  raise  up  others  that  shall  more  efiectually  bear 
witness  unto  this  truth  in  due  time.  Being  with  much 
vehemency  charged  that  for  no  just  cause  I  have  refused 
to  conform  to  the  church  order  in  England,  I  could  there- 
fore do  no  less  but  give  out,  yea,  unto  posterity,  the  true 
and  most  im2:>ortant  reasons  o  f  my  dissenting  herein." 

The  pilgrims  were  impelled  by  the  same  motive  to  depart 
Leyden.  Evidence  of  this  is  furnished  in  a  small  volume 
printed  in  10  J  9  (the  year  before  the  sailing  of  the  ''May- 
flower"), entitled  *'An  Answer  to  the  Ten  Counter  De- 
mands, etc.,  cV:c.  by  William  Euring." 

In  answer  to  the  demand,  whether  the  discipline  of  the 
Separatists  can  be  of  God.  since  the}'  gain  no  converts 
from  the  "  rude  and  profane,"  Mr.  Euring  says,  "  Con- 
sider, sir,  we  are  a  poor,  weak,  despised  people  here  in 
England,  hated  and  persecuted  of  all,  or  most  part  in  the 
land ;  and,  therefore,  if  we  have  any  meetings  or  coming 
together  on  the  Lord's-day,  they  must  be  very  private, 
for  fear  of  such  persecuting  adversaries  as  cannot  endure, 
and  arc  ignorant  of  the  truth  of  God's  ordinances,  to  be 
taught  and  practised  ;  so  that  '  Papists  and  Atheists,'  and 
such  like  '  profane '  come  not  at  our  exercises :  and  how 
*  Hanb.  Hist.  Mem.  v,  i.  p.  293.  f  Ibid.  p.  235. 
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is  it  possible  we  should  convert  any  that  come  not  to 
hear  us  ?  Amongst  the  churches  in  this  way,  beyond 
the  seas,  which  have  their  more  free  meetings  and  able 
ministries,  this  blessing  of  God,  in  converting  men,  is 
more  seen. 

"  Your  following  words,  wherein  you  please  to  term  us 
'  refined  reformers,'  saying  that  we  seduce  only  the  sound, 
and  pervert  and  estrange  from  you  those  that  are  othei^wise 
well  affected,  and  of  some  understanding,  &c.,  are  worth 
considering. 

''  It  is  true,  that  you  say,  om-  cause  hath  wrought  most 
upon  such  as  have  some  '  understanding '  and  knowledge, 
and  are  of  tender  consciences,  pliable  to  the  trutli ;  others, 
of  more  corrupt  consciences,  have  set  against  us,  and 
agamst  our  cause,  and  blasphemed  it." 

In  answer  to  the  demand,  "  Whether  it  were  not  the 
Separatists'  best  course  to  return,  or,  for  the  avoiding  of 
scandal,  to  remove  to  Vhginia,  and  make  a  colony  there,  in 
hope  to  convert  Infidels  to  Christianity,"  Mr.  Euring  says, 
''  Although  I  can  partly  guess  in  what  humour  you  pro- 
pounded this  your  demand,  yet  I  will  not  answer  you  ac- 
cording to  that  your  humour. 

..."  I  do  once  again  entreat  you  to  show  us  the  true 
form  and  fashion  of  your  church ;  and  lay  you  apart  all 
wi^ath  and  envious  anger,  that  so  we  may  together,  in  peace 
and  love,  you  with  us,  and  we  with  you,  take  a  view,  and 
consider  of  your  chm'ch,  and  compare  the  form  and  fashion 
thereof  with  the  form  and  fashion  of  the  true  and  visible 
church  of  Christ,  as  it  is  described  unto  you  in  the  Scrip- 
ture. And  if  this  good  and  godly  course  may  be  accom- 
plished, not  only  by  myself,  but  all  of  us  that  are  now 
separated  from  you,  would  much  more  willingly  and  gladly 
return  again,  and  labour  to  plant  ourselves  again  in  the 
meanest  part  of  England,  to  eujoy  'peace  with  holiness,'  and 
to  follow  the  truth  in  love,  among  our  kindred  and  friends 
in  our  own  native  country,  than  either  to  continue  where 
now  many  of  us  live,  or  to  plant  ourselves  in  Virginia,  or 
in  any  other  countiy  in  the  world,  upon  any  conditions,  or 
hope  of  anything  in  this  life  whatsoever  !  Yet  even  for 
Virginia  thus  much — when  some  of  ours  desired  to  have 
planted   ourselves   there,  with  his   majesty's  leave,  upon 
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/  these  three  grounds  : — first,  that  they  might  be  the  mean^ 

i  OF  RE -PLANTING  THE  GOSPEL  AMONGST  THE  HEATHEN  ;    SeCOndly, 

that  they  might  live  under  the  king's  government ;  thirdly, 
that  they  might  make  way  for  and  unite  with  others,  what 
in  them  lieth,  whose  consciences  are  gi'ieved  with  the  state 
of  the  church  in  England;  the  bishops  did,  by  all  means, 
oppose  them  and  their  friends  therein."* 

A  faithful  successor  to  Mr.  Jacob  was  found  in  John 
Lathrop,  a  man  of  earnest  but  humble  spirit,  who,  for  con- 
science sake,  relinquished  orders  in  the  Establishment. 
On  the  29th  April,  J  632,  forty-two  of  the  members  (includ- 
ing their  devoted  minister)  were  apprehended,  and  sen- 
tenced to  imprisonment  for  two  years. 

"  During  the  term  of  Mr.  Lathrop's  imprisonment,"  says 
Nathaniel  Morton,  author  of  '  New  England's  Memorial,' 
published  in  ]6(J0,  "his  wife  fell  sick,  of  which  si<.'kness 
she  died.  He  procured  liberty  of  the  bishop  to  visit  his 
wife  before  her  death,  and  commended  her  to  God  by 
prayer,  who  soon  after  gave  up  the  ghost.  At  his  return  to 
prison,  his  poor  children  being  many,  repaired  to  the 
bishop  at  Lambeth,  and  made  knoAvn  unto  him  their 
miserable  condition,  by  reason  of  their  good  father's  being 
continued  in  close  durance,  who  commiserated  their  con- 
dition so  far  as  to  grant  him  liberty,  Avho  soon  after  came 
over  into  New  England." 

With  thirty  of  his  congregation  he  arrived  in  Boston, 
18th  September,  1634,  in  the  ship  "  Griffin,"  and  in  a  few 
days  after  he  proceeded  to  an  early  settlement,  in  the  wil- 
derness called  Scituate,  not  many  miles  from  Barnstable, 
upon  Cape  Cod. 

Though  deprived  of  the  counsel  of  their  pastor,  the 
brethren  in  Southwark  were  not  left  without  the  means  of 
spiritual  sustenance.  Mr.  Canne,  author  of  the  ''  jMarginal 
Reference  Bible,"  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  career,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Jessey,  sometime  rector  of  St.  George's,  ministered 
to  their  comfort  and  instruction.  In  the  first  instance, 
Mr.  Jessey  declined  the  overture  made  to  him  on  the  part 
of  the  church,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  an  earnest  desire 
to  settle  in  Now  England.  The  people  reminded  him  that, 
inasmuch  as  their  necessities  were  greater,  their  claim  on 
*  An  Answer  &c.,  by  Will.  Euxing,  pages  7 — 9. 

VOL.  UT.  Q  G 


Hosted  by  Google 


450  THE  CHURCH  IN  SOUTHWAEK. 


i 


his  services  was  the  stronger.     They  said,  *'  New  England  ^ 

was  much  better  provided  with  able  godly  preachers  than  ! 

this  nation,  in  the  which  so  many  flocks  were  destitute."* 

"After  Mr.  Canne,"  says  Mr.  ISleal,  the  historian  of  the 
Puritans,  "  Mr.  Samuel  How  undertook  the  pastoral  care 
of  this  little  flock."  During  his  ministry  the  church 
endured  great  affliction,  and  to  avoid  the  violence  of  per- 
secution, its  members  were  often  compelled  to  meet  in  the 
flelds  and  woods.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  How,  after  an 
interval  of  bereavement,  Mr.  Stephen  More,  a  beloved  and 
faithful  deacon,  at  the  request  of  the  brethren  accepted 
the  oversight  of  them.  He  was  a  man  of  property,  and 
had  valuable  connexions  in  the  City  ;  but  at  the  hazard  of  his 
estate,  and  of  personal  liberty,  he  did  not  shrink  from  the 
duties  of  his  self-denying  office.  [An  interesting  Avork 
written  by  him,  entitled,  "The  Wise  Gospel  Preacher,"  is 
still  extant.]  The  face  of  affairs  beginning  now  to  change, 
this  poor  congregation,  which  had  subsisted  almost  by  a 
miracle  for  above  twenty-four  years,  shifting  from  place  to 
place  to  avoid  the  notice  of  the  public,  ventured  to  open 
their  doors  in  Deadman's-place  ;  but  it  was  not  long  before 
they  were  discovered,  and  many  of  them  committed  to 
prison,  t 

On  the  18th  of  January,  1041,  the  church  being  as- 
sembled on  the  Lord's-day  for  religious  worship  as  usual, 
though  not  with  their  former  secrecy,  they  were  discovered 
and  taken,  and  by  Sir  John  Lenthall,  Marshal  of  the 
King's  Bench,  committed  to  the  Clink  prison.  The  next 
morning,  six  or  seven  of  the  men  Avere  summoned  to  ap- 
pear before  the  Plouse  of  Lords  :  their  names  are  given  in 
the  Journals  of  the  Lords,  vol.  iv.  p.  133  :  Edw.  Chillen- 
don,  Nic.  Tyne,  John  Webb,  Richard  Sturges,  Thomas 
Gunn,  Jo.  Ellis.  The  Lords  examined  them  strictly  con- 
cerning their  principles,  and  they  as  freely  acknowledged 
that  they  owned  no  other  head  of  the  church  but  Christ 
Jesus  ;  that  no  prince  had  power  to  make  laws  to  bind  the 
consciences  of  men  :  and,  that  laws  made  contrary  to  the 
law  of  God  were  of  no  force.  "  Thereupon  the  House  did 
order  that  the  said  sectaries   should  receive  for  this  time 

*  Life  of  Jcssey,  p.  8.  f  Ncal,  vol.  i.  ch.  vi. 
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an  admonition  from  the  House,  that  they  shall  hereafter 
repair  to  their  several  parish  churches  to  hear  Divine 
ser^dce,  and  to  give  obedience  thereunto,  according  to  the 
Acts  of  Parliament  of  this  realm.  To  that  pm-pose  the 
order  was  read  unto  them,  made  hy  the  House  the  16th  of 
Januarv,  1640,  and  to  be  told  that,  if  hereafter  they  do  not 
observe  these  commands,  they  shall  he  severely  punished 
according  to  law."  Some  of  the  peers  inquired  where  the 
place  of  their  meeting  w^as,  and  intimated  that  they  would 
come  and  hear  them.  And  accordingly  three  or  four  of 
the  peers  did  go  to  their  meeting  on  the  Lord's-day  follow^- 
ing,  to  the  great  surprise  and  wonder  of  many.  The 
people  went-  on  in  their  usual  method,  having  two  ser- 
mons, in  both  of  which  they  treated  of  those  principles  for 
which  they  had  been  accused,  gromiding  their  discourses 
on  the  words  of  our  Saviour,  "All  power  is  given  unto  me 
in  heaven  and  in  earth."  Matt.  xx\dii.  18.  After  this,  they 
received  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  then  made  a  collection 
for  the  poor,  to  which  the  lords  contributed  libemlly  with 
them,  and  at  their  departure  signified  their  satisfaction 
at  what  they  had  heard  and  seen,  and  their  inclination  to 
come  again.  But  this  made  too  much  noise,  and  c^ave  too 
great  an  alarm  to  the  mob,  for  them  to  venture  a  second 
time.- 

After  this  excitement  the  church  seems  to  have  enjoyed 
an  interval  of  rest.  The  calm,  howe^"er,  was  but  tem- 
poraiT,  and  was  followed  by  a  succession  of  persecuting 
enactments,  aiming  at  nothing  less  than  the  annihilation 
of  Nonconformity.  Within  twelve  years  the  Parliament 
passed  six  laws  for  this  object:  the  Corporation  Act,  in 
lOGl  ;  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  in  100:2  ;  an  Act  to  supj)ress 
Seditious  Conventicles,  1004;  declaring  it  to  he  a  trans- 
portable offence  for  more  than  five  persons  to  unite  in 
religious  worship,  except  according  to  the  fonns  of  the 
Church  of  England;  the  Oxford,  or  Five  Mile  Act,  in  1005, 
banishing  all  Nonconformists  from  corporate  towns ;  the 
Conventicle  Act,  in  1070,  with  some  severe  additions  ;  and 
the  Test  Act,  in  1678. 

The  storm  was  violent  and  of  long  continuance,  but  the 

*  Crosby,  Hist.  Bap.  vol.  iii.  p.  40. 
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immortal  confessors  of  religious  freedom  braved  it  out. 
Strong  in  their  weakness,  and  sheltered  in  their  obscurity, 
they  could  not  be  subdued.  Amid  the  desolations  caused 
by  the  plague,  and  the  fire  of  London,  in  1666,  they 
found  an  entrance  for  the  Gospel.  In  the  absence  of  the 
court  and  clergy,  who  fled  from  the  infected  capital,  these 
''  spiritual  heroes "  gained  converts  from  the  afflicted 
remnant. 

Thomas  Wadsworth,  M.A.,  a  native  of  Southwark,  the 
successor  of  Stephen  More,  we  find  at  that  calamitous 
period  making  collections  for  his  distressed  brethren  at 
Deadman  s-place,*  and  dispensing  to  the  people  the  Word 
of  Life.  Eichard  Baxter  says,  "  The  churches  -being  burnt, 
and  the  parish  ministers  gone,  for  want  of  place  or  main- 
tenance, the  Nonconformists  were  more  resolute  than 
ever  to  preach  till  they  were  imprisoned.  Mr.  ^Yadsworth 
and  others,  he  tells  us,  did  keep  their  meetings  very 
openly,  and  prepared  large  rooms,  and  some  of  them  plain 
chapels,  with  pulpits,  seats,  and  galleries,  for  the  reception 
of  as  many  as  could  come."  [The  timber  edifice  at 
Deadman's-place  was  of  this  character,  and  stood  on  the 
present  site  of  the  Park-street  Breweiy,  at  a  short  distance 
from  the  Globe  Theatre.]  In  1077,  the  author  of  the 
"  Saint's  Rest"  occupied  himself  the  pulpit  of  this  ancient 
sanctuary.  Eeferriug  to  this  interesting  circumstance, 
he  writes,  "  It  pleased  God  to  take  away  that  excellent 
faithful  minister  (Mr.  Wadsworth)  in  Southwark;  and  just 
when  I  was  kept  out  at  Swallow-street,  his  flock  invited 
me  to  Southwark,  where,  though  I  refused  to  be  their 
pastor,  I  preached  many  months  in  peace,  there  being  no 
justice  willing  to  disturb  us."  Calamy  gives  this  short 
account  of  the  next  minister,  Mr.  James  Lambert: — "  He 
was  a  celebrated  preacher  in  Southwark,  and  had  a  con- 
siderable congregation  of  Dissenters  there.  He  succeeded 
Mr.  Wadsworth'  He  died  August  9th,  1689,  and  was 
buried  at  Bunhill."  His  successor,  Jonathan  Owen,  pub- 
lished a  sermon  in  1700,  dedicated  to  his  congregation  in 
Deadman's-place.  During  his  pastorate,  the  four  silver 
cups,  still  used  by  the  church,  were  introduced  ;  the  date, 

*  Life  of  Wadsworth,  printed  for  Thomas  Parkhurst,  1680. 
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1691,  is  engraven  on  each  cup.  Mr.  Elllinghall  was 
chosen  pastor  about  1702,  and  was  followed,  in  1740,  by 
Dr.  Zephaniah  Marryat,  who  died  Sept.  15th,  1754,  not 
many  hours  after  having  preached  to  his  congregation 
from  this  text :  "  Casting  all  your  care  upon  Him,  for  He 
careth  for  you."  Mr.  Lamb  was  pastor  from  1755  to  1762. 
His  identity  in  this  honourable  lineage,  like  that  of  Mr. 
Owen,  is  proved  by  a  discourse  published  with  a  dedica- 
tion to  the  church  in  Deadman's-place.  He  was  held  in 
great  esteem.  On  his  removal,  from  failing  healtb.  Dr. 
James  Watson  was  elected  to  the  pastorate,  and  during  a 
ministry  of  twenty  years  discharged  the  duties  of  his 
office  with  exemplary  fidelity.  He  was  the  tutor  of  Alex- 
ander Cruden,  compiler  of  the  "  Concordance,''  whose 
remains  were  deposited  in  the  burial  ground  adjoining 
the  chapel,  in  1770. 

Dr.  Humphrys, — uncle  of  Mr.  Hanbury,* — and  whose 
memory  is  precious  to  many,  accepted  the  pastoral  care  of 
this  ancient  church  in  1783;  four  years  after  his  settle- 
ment, the  congregation  removed  from  Deadman  s-place  to 
Union- street,  where  they  still  worship. 

Subsequently,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  Mr.  Ainindel, 
the  late  excellent  secretaiy  of  the  London  Missionary 
Society,  laboured  amongst  them. 

Further  it  is  not  needful  to  trace  the  history  of    this 

*  Benjamin  Hanbury,  Esq.  the  senior  deacon  of  the  Church,  and 
the  Ycnerable  compiler  of  the  '*  Historical  ?>Iemorials  relating 
to  the  Independents  or  Congregationalists :  from  their  Kise  to  the 
Itestoiation  of  the  Monarchy,  a.d.  mdclx.,"  3  vols.  8yo.,  Lon- 
don, 1839,  so  frequently  referred  to  in  the  notes  of  this  work. 
The  "Memorials"  are  a  valuable  compendium  of  all  the  ex- 
tant or  known  ^\^.-itings  of  the  Independent  and  Congregationalist 
brotherhood,  during  the  period  specified  in  the  title-page.  They 
supply  authentic  materials  for  the  Histoiy  of  Independency.  No 
ecclesiastical  library  can  be  complete  -without  the  "  Memorials," 
nor  should  any  Nonconformist,  especially,  deem  his  library  properly 
furnished  witliout  these  precious  records  of  the  life,  labours,  anf" 
writings  of  his  noble  ancestors.  Mr.  Hanbury  is  also  well  knowi 
in  the  literary  world  by  his  edition  of  "  The  Ecclesiiistical  Polity, 
and  other  works  of  Richard  Hooker,"  &c.,  3  vols,,  Svo.,  liondon, 
1830— to  which  he  has  supplied  numerous  and  copious  illustra- 
tive notes,  and  *'  Life  of  Thomas  Cartwright,  B.D. ;"  and  by  various 
other  publications. 


Hosted  by  Google 


4:64  THE  CHURCH  IN  SOUTHWAEK. 

witnessing  community.  From  the  rapid  sketch  now  given, 
the  links  of  the  historic  chain,  extending  through  nearly 
three  centuries,  may  be  distinctly  traced.  In  no  part  of 
its  eventful  course  has  the  church  departed  from  its  first 
principles  in  doctrine  and  discipline.  It  has  long  been 
distinguished  for  its  unity  and  affection,  and  has  ever 
maintained  a  character  for  practical  usefulness. 

Supplement  by  the  Editor. 

A  new  era  is  now  dawning  on  this  ancient  church.  The 
building  in  which  it  has  long  worshipped  must  shortly  be 
relinquished  ;  its  lease  having  nearly  expired.  Efforts  are 
being  made  to  remove  from  the  present  obscure  locality  in 
which  it  worships,  and  to  erect,  in  a  more  public  situation, 
a  chapel  worthy  of  its  name  and  history  ;  and  "  to  connect 
therewith  a  Pilgrim's  Hall  and  Libraiy,  in  which  shall  be 
securely  deposited  every  document  or  publication  that  can 
be  procured  to  elucidate  the  course  and  extend  the  influence 
of  the  pilgrim-fathers — those  immortal  pioneers  of  religious 
freedom."  Appeals  have  been  widely  circulated  through 
England  and  America,  to  which  most  cheering  and  cordial 
responses  have  been  given.  Most  gratifying  assurances  of 
interest  and  support  have  been  tendered  by  Abbot  Law- 
rence, Esq.,  Ambassador  of  the  United  States  to  the  English 
court;  the  Hon.  Amos  Lawrence,  brother  of  the  ambas- 
sador ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cheever,  and  numerous  other  distin- 
guished gentlemen  and  ministers  of  America;  and  especially 
by  the  Kev.  Seth  Bliss,  and  liev.  E.  A.  Lawrence,  who,  on 
July  2Hth,  1851,  met  the  congregation  in  their  time-hallowed 
sanctuary,  and  assured  them  of  their  deep  personal  interest 
in  the  undertaking ;  and  also  that  they  were  authorised  by 
their  brethren  in  America  to  assure  them  of  the  sympathy 
they  felt  in  the  object,  and  of  their  readiness  to  co-operate 
with  the  church  in  its  accomplishment. 

With  the  new  Pilgrim  Chapel  a  new  impulse  will  be 
given  to  the  zeal  and  labours  of  this  ancient  church  with 
its  bishop  an<l  deacons  ;  and  thus  will  the  sacred  princi- 
ples they  have  so  long  and  consistently  maintained,  be  more 
widely  diffused,  and  through  a  long  succession  of  years 
increased  and  perpetuated. 
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THE  EXILES  AND  THEIR  CHURCHES 
IN   HOLLAND. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  commerce  and  manufactures  so  extensively  carried 
on  by  the  Dutch  during  the  latter  part  of  the  16th  and 
the  beginning  of  the  17th  centuries,  had  induced  many 
British  merchants  and  others  to  settle  in  the  principal 
towns  of  the  United  Provinces. 

The  wars  threatened  by  Spain  against  Holland  impelled 
the  Dutch  to  make  application  to  the  English  government 
for  assistance  against  their  common  foe.  Treaties  were 
formed  between  Queen  Elizabeth  and  the  Seigniors,  by 
which  England  engaged  to  furnish  both  troops  and  money 
to  her  aUies,  on  certain  conditions,  for  the  secure  fulfil- 
ment of  which  some  important  towqis  were  to  be  held  by 
the  British  forces.  This  alliance  between  the  two  govern- 
ments occasioned  the  residence  of  an  additional  number 
of  British  subjects  in  the  Netherlands. 

One  article  of  the  treaty  of  1585  contains  a  stipulation 
that  the  Dutch  "  will  penuit  to  the  governor  and  garrison 
the  free  exercise  of  religion  as  in  England,  and  to  this 
end  a  church  will  be  provided  for  them  in  each  town." 

The  places  of  worship  thus  provided  for  the  British 
troops,  were  open  also  to  other  British  residents  w^ho 
might  choose  to  frequent  them. 

Grants  were  also  made  from  the  public  treasuiy,  on 
application,  to  assist  the  merchants  and  settlers  elsewhere 
in  establishing  w^orship  according  to  theu'  respective 
opinions. 
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Hence  at  Amsterdam,  the  Hague,  Arnheim,  Middleburg, 
Leyden,  Eotterdam,  Bruges,  and  other  towns,  Enghsh 
worship  was  constantly  performed  in  buildings  erected  or 
appropriated  for  that  purpose  by  the  government,  as  well 
as  in  the  garrison  and  military  chapels  appointed  according 
to  treaty.'!' 

Other  British  subjects  were  finding  their  way  to  Hol- 
land during  this  period.  Humble  and  godly  men,  they 
would  have  gladly  remained  in  their  native  land.  Neither 
military  glory  nor  commercial  enterprise  forced  their 
expatriation.  Religious  persecution,  under  episcopal 
tyranny,  had  well  nigh  impoverished  and  ruined  them ; 
and  still  threatened  the  extinction  of  their  liberties,  if  not 
of  their  lives.  Many  of  their  companions  and  predecessors 
had  fallen  victims  to  the  fury  of  the  ecclesiastical  op- 
pressor. Eoyalty,  too,  instead  of  throwing  its  shield  of 
protection  over  all  its  subjects,  had  Imrled  its  denuncia- 
tions against  such  as  should  dare  to  question  its  preroga- 
tives in  religion,  or  refuse  to  obey  its  imperious  mandates. 
At  the  gibbet,  and  the  stake,  as  well  as  in  the  awful,  death- 
producing  dungeons,  many  a  "martyr  of  Nonconformity" 
had  sealed  his  testimony  for  truth  and  conscience. 

Puritans,  Anabaptists,  Romanists,  Separatists,  were 
names  odious  to  the  authorities  ;  and  hence  the  extermina- 
tion, imprisonment,  or  banishment  of  all,  to  wdiom  they 
applied  such  names,  w^as  resolved  on.  Thacker,  Copping, 
Barrowe,  Greenwood,  Penry,  Dennis,  were  among  the 
public  martyrs  of  Independency ;  while  a  larger  host  of 
Baptist  -worthies,  both  English,  and  also  Dutch  who  had 
come  to  England  for  protection  against  the  horrible  inqui- 
sition set  up  by  Spain  in  Holland,  had  been  even  more 
obnoxious  to  the  powers  that  be,  and  "were  tortured,  not 
accepting  deliverance,"  and  stand  high  on  the  roll  of 
martyr  fame.f   During  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Eliza- 

*  Vide  Steven's  History  of  the  Scottish  Church,  Rotterdam,  8vo. 
1833  ;  Sumner's  Memoirs  of  the  Pilf^rims  at  Leyden,  Appendix,  No. 
1,  page  24  ;  Rev.  A.  S.  Thelwell's  Preface  to  the  Heidelberg  Cate- 
chism of  the  Reformed  Religion,  reprinted  in  London,  185L 

t  Vide  Price's  History  of  Nonconformity  ;  Pletcher's  History  of 
Independency  ;  Martyrs  of  Nonconformity  in  the  Days  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  by  the  Anti- State -Church  Association  ;  and  the  Dutch 
Martyrology,  by  Hanserd  Knollys  Society. 
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beth,  numbers  fled  to  Holland  to  escape  the  death  which 
threatened  them  ;  and  at  a  later  period,  when  the  folly  of 
killing  men  to  convert  them  was  perceived,  and  banish- 
ment or  imprisonment  was  tried  to  prevent  defection  from 
the  established  church,  others  followed  the  example,  and 
became  exiles  to  the  United  Provinces,  where  liberty  of 
conscience  and  of  w^orship  was  freely  allowed. 

Many  of  these  exiles  being  Puritans,  and  not  Separat- 
ists, attached  themselves  to  the  congregations  of  the 
English  settlers  in  various  parts  of  the  provinces  ;  while 
some  of  their  pastors,  who  had  accompanied  or  followed 
them,  became  ministers  of  these  English  churches.  The 
Rev.  Francis  Johnson  was  one  of  this  class,  and  became 
minister  of  the  English  congregation  at  Middleburg.  The 
order  of  worship  w^as  chiefly  Presbyterian,  as  distinguished 
alike  from  the  episcopal  and  the  congregational.  Such 
exiles  as  were  Separatists  or  Brownists  worshipped  either 
privately,  or  in  less  prominent  places  than  those  occupied 
by  their  merely  Puritan  brethren. 

One  of  the  earliest  of  these  Separatists,  and  whose 
name  was  attached  to  the  entire  party  for  a  season,  was 

PvOBEET  BROWNE, 

of  Tolethorpe,  Rutland,  a  clergyman  of  high  family,  and 
related  to  the  Lord  Treasurer  Burleigh.  He  was' chap- 
lain to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  He  joined  the  Puritan 
party,  and  advocated  the  reformation  of  the  national 
church.  He  became  a  Separatist,  and  collected  several 
small  congregations  on  Separatist  principles  in  the  county 
of  Norfolk.  Pie  was  frequently  cited  in  the  ecclesiastical 
courts,  and  imprisoned  for  his  attacks,  both  from  the 
pulpit  ^  and  the  press,  on  the  episcopal  establishment. 
His  high  connexions  saved  him  from  perpetual  im|)ri- 
sonment,  or  death.  Pie  fled  to  Holland,  having  Mr.  Har- 
rison, a  schoolmaster,  and  several  of  his  friends,  as  his 
companions  in  flight.  Pie  settled  at  Middleburg,  where 
he  formed  a  congregation,  over  which  he  and  Mr.  Harrison 
presided.  Disagreeing  with  his  people,  he  returned  to 
England,  and  pursued  an  itinerating  course,  preaching 
the  gospel  and  inveighing  against  the  church.     He  took 
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up  his  abode  at  Northampton,  and  renounced  his  Sepa- 
ratist principles,  and  was  rewarded  for  his  tergiversation 
by  the  rectorship  of  Achurch  in  that  county.  His  temper 
and  habits  in  later  years  were  of  a  dubious  character,  and 
for  striking  a  constable  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  it  is 
stated,  he  was  committed  to  gaol,  where  he  died  in  the 
81st  year  of  his  age.  He  is  reported  to  have  said,  "  that 
he  had  been  in  thirty- two  prisons,  and  in  some  of  which  he 
could  not  see  his  hand  at  noon  day." 

Different  opinions  have  been  formed  concerning  the 
sincerity  of  Browne.  Mr.  Fletcher,  in  his  "  History  of 
Independency,"  thinks  justice  has  not  been  done  to  his 
character.  The  common  enemies  of  the  Separation  unite 
in  the  denunciation  of  the  man,  principally  on  the  ground 
of  his  opposition  to  the  established  church.  But  even 
those  who  could  have  no  sympathy  with  these  opponents, 
and  even  adopted  the  general  sentiments  of  Browne  as 
their  own,  are  equally  united  in  his  condemnation.  Ains- 
worth,  Johnson,  Bobinson,  Brewster,  and  others,  exhibit 
him  in  a  most  unfavourable  light,  and  earnestly  disclaim 
the  appellation  of  Brownists. 

Though  it  is  to  be  feared  without  principle  himself,  he 
advocated  the  noblest  principles  of  freedom  both  in  con- 
science and  worship.  A  doubtful  expression  or  two  have 
been  quoted  from  his  works  by  Mr.  Underbill,  in  his 
Preface  to  "  The  Broadmead  Kecords,"  which  appear  to 
justify  the  interference  of  the  magistrates  in  religious 
affairs;  but  this  is  to  make  the  man  an  offender  for  a 
word,  and  to  put  a  construction  on  the  expressions  which 
seems  at  variance  with  his  general  arguments.  Posterity 
is  deeply  indebted  to  him  for  his  Avri tings  and  labours. 
He  (  ollected  and  condensed  the  scattered  rays  of  truth 
which  had  been  gleaming  through  the  darkness  from  the 
days  of  Wickliffe,  and  presented  them  in  a  glowing,  genial 
light  in  his  works.  As  the  champion  of  religious  liberty 
and  the  independence  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  all  honour 
is  due  to  his  memoiy  ;  would  that  lie  could  be  venerated 
for  his  character  and  life  !  He  was  an  earnest  and  energetic 
man  ;  an  enthusiast  and  a  genius.  He  pursued  an  erratic 
course,  heedless  of  consequences.  Bold  and  courageous 
by  impulse,  rather  than  by  conviction,  he  became  a  coward 
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and  quailed  before  his  persecutors.  The  truth  had  no 
vital  power  in  him.  He  acquired  no  martyr  fame,  but 
died  in  gloriously  and  disgraced  in  the  prison,  a  warning 
and  a  beacon  to  coming  generations. 

It  is  surely  with  an  ill  grace  that  ecclesiastical  writers 
reproach  Nonconformity  for  the  errors  and  inconsistencies 
of  Browne,  since,  all  scapegrace  as  he  was,  when  he  repu- 
diated his  separatism,  he  was  welcomed  into  the  church, 
was  honoured  with  her  preferment,  and  died  in  her  fel- 
lowship.* 

Mr.  Harrison,  the  colleague  of  BroT\T2e,  continued  stead- 
fast to  the  end  of  his  course,  and  it  is  believed  died  at 
Middleburg. 

THE  EXILED  CHUECH  AT  AMSTEEDAM 

now  claims  consideration.  The  date  of  its  origin  is  un- 
recorded. It  has  been  conjectured  that  1593  or  1594  was 
the  period  of  its  formation  ;  but  probabilities  are  rather  in 
favour  of  1600,  being  about  the  time  Avben  Francis  Johnson 
and  Henry  Ainsworth  became  pastors  and  teachers  in  that 
city.  Johnson,  in  his  self-exile  in  1593,  w^ent  to  Middleburg, 
became  English  preacher  of  the  Puritan  order,  and  there 
manifested  his  opposition  to  the  Separatists  as  described 
by  Mr.  Waddington.f  He  could  not  have  been  banished 
from  London  after  his  visit  to  Barrowe  and  Greenwood, 
much  earlier  than  1600.  He  settled  at  Amsterdam,  and 
found  Ainsworth  there,  every  way  qualified  to  become  his 
associate  in  ministerial  labour.  They  jointly  formed  a 
church  of  such  English  Separatists,  both  exiles  and  others, 
as  were  residing  in  that  city. 

Tbis  church,  consisting  eventually  of  three  hundred 
members,  was  exceedingly  unhappy  in  its  history  ;  persons 

*  Vide  Fuller's  Church  History,  book  ix.  page  168  ;  Biogi-aphia 
Britannica,  sub.  Non,  ;  Neal's  Hist.  Pur.  vol.  i.  page  301,  8yo.  Ed. 
1822  ;  Brook's  Lives  of  the  Puritans,  toL  ii.  page  366  ;  Haiib.  Hist. 
Mem.  vol.  i.  chap.  ii.  ;  Ben.  Underhill's  Preface  to  Broadmead  Re- 
cords, by  Haiiserd  Knollys  Society.  But  especially  Joseph  Fletcher's 
History  of  Independency,  vol.  ii.  pages  97 — 130  ;  vol.  iii.  pages 
41—44. 

f   Vide  Appendix,  No.  I.  page  440,  supra. 
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were  united  with  it,  whose  characters  became  disreputable. 
Amsterdam  was  a  common  refuge  for  the  persecuted  and 
destitute.  Hall  speaks  of  it,  contemptuously,  as  the  com- 
mon harbour  and  sink  of  all  sectaries,  and  that  Johnson's 
church  was  formed  of  heterogeneous  parties,  entertaining 
all  kinds  of  opinions. 

Beside  the  fact  that  Johnson  and  Ainsworth  presided 
over  it,  little  is  known  of  the  churcli  except  its  contentions 
and  divisions.  Three  secessions  took  place  between  its 
formation  in  1600,  and  the  year  1610,  and  on  three  differ- 
ent grounds. 

The  FIRST  SECESSION  happened  in  1604,  and  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Johnson  with  the  widow 
of  a  merchant,  who,  being  accustomed  to  genteel  life, 
dressed  according  to  the  style  and  fashion  of  the  circle 
to  which  she  belonged.  Mr.  Johnson's  father,  and  his 
brother  George,  who  were  both  members  of  the  church, 
with  others,  were  scandalized  at  this  apparent  conformity 
to  the  world,  and  sought  her  exclusion  from  the  church. 
This  led  to  disputes,  parties,  controversies,  and  finally  to 
the  excommunication  of  Mr.  Johnson,  sen.,  Mr.  George 
Johnson,  and  several  others,  whose  doubtful  characters 
had  come  to  light  in  the  course  of  the  disputes.  - 

It  must  have  been  a  sore  trial  to  Mr.  Francis  Johnson, 
as  the  pastor,  in  the  name  of  the  church  to  excommunicate 
his  father  and  his  brother  :  but  the  decision  of  the  church 
was  founded,  doubtless,  on  just  principles,  and  executed 
only  after  long  delay,  in  the  hope  of  reconciling  the  various 
parties.  Mr.  Ainsworth  concurred  in  this  excision,  anc 
justified  it  as  the  only  means  of  securing  the  purity  an(s 
peace  of  the  chm^ch. 

The  SECOND  SECESSION  was  the  retirement  of  Rev.  John 
Smyth  and  his  adherents  from  the  fellowship  of  the  church. 
Mr.  Smyth,  an  account  of  whom  is  given  in  formei 
volumes,!  was  the  pastor  of  the  Separatist  church  in  Lin- 
colnshire, and  came  as  an  exile  with  many  of  his  followers 
to  Amsterdam,  in  the  year  1600.  They  united  themselves 
to   Mr.  Johnson's   church,  and  remained  in  fellowship  till 

*  Vide  vol.  ii.  page  59,  note. 

t  Vide  vol.  i.  page  452,  note  ;  vol.  iii.  page  155,  note  ;  Tvith  pages 
168,  169. 
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the  unhappy  differences  on  account  of  Mr.  Smyth's  change  of 
opinion  respecting  evangelical  doctrine  and  infant  baptism 
led  to  their  secession.  This  controversy  must  have  arisen 
about  the  time  of  Mr.  Robinson's  arrival  in  1608,  as  it  would 
seem  he  retired  to  Leyden  with  his  exiled  company,  in  order 
that  he  might  escape  from  the  broils  and  contentions  at 
Amsterdam.  Mr.  Smyth  embraced  the  doctrinal  views  of 
Aiminius  respecting  general  redemption,  and  advocated 
the  practice  of  believers'  and  adults'  baptism,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  infants  from  that  ordinance.  Hellwisse  and 
Murton  espoused  his  cause,  and  together  with  Mr.  Smyth, 
left  Mr.  Johnson's  church,  and  established  another  of 
their  own  in  Amsterdam,  which  continued  a  few  years,  and 
then  was  broken  up  ;  the  principal  part  of  the  people,  it  is 
supposed,  returning  to  England.  This  movement  of  Mr. 
Smyth's  occasioned  a  very  general  controversy,  in  which 
Johnson,  Ains worth,  Clyfton  and  Eobinson  took  an  active 
part.  The  subjects  of  debate  at  that  period  are  not  yet 
settled.  Calvinism  and  preclo-baptism,  as  well  as  their  anta- 
gonist systems,  still  continue,  and  the  controversy  on  both 
sides  probably  will  not  be  terminated  till  the  clearer  light 
of  heaven  shall  reveal  the  truth,  and  the  respective  2:)arties, 
though  holding  these  dissimilar  views,  shall  be  i)laced 
together  in  regions  where  no  prejudice  shall  becloud  the 
understanding,  nor  sin  alienate  the  affections. 

It  is  a  rather  singular  fact,  that  zealous  as  were  Mr.  Smyth 
and  his  friends  for  believers"  baptism,  and  earnest  as  were 
their  opponents  in  belialf  of  infant  baptism,  the  question 
of  the  mode  of  baptism  was  never  mooted  by  either  party. 
Immersion  baj)tism  does  not  appear  to  have  been  practised 
or  pleaded  for  by  either  Smyth  or  Hellwisse,  the  alleged 
founders  of  the  general  Baptist  denomination  in  England. 
Nothing  appears  in  their  controversial  writings  to  warrant 
the  su})position  that  they  regarded  immersion  as  the  proper 
and  only  mode  of  administering  that  ordinance.  Inci- 
dental allusions  there  are,  in  their  own  Avorks  and  in  the 
replies  of  Robinson,  that  the  baptism  which  Mr.  Smyth 
performed  on  himself  must  have  been  rather  by  affusion 
or  pouring.  Nor  is  this  supposition  improbable,  from  the 
fact  that  the  Dutch  Baptists,  by  whom  they  were  surrounded, 
uniformly  administered  baptism  by  affusion. 
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It  is  asserted  plainly  and  unequivocally  by  the  Baptist 
historians,  Crosby,  Ivimey,  and  Adam  Taylor,  as  also  by 
Hanbury,  Brook,  and  other  writers  among  the  Independ- 
ents, that  Smyth  and  others  were  immersed  ;  but  sufEcient 
grounds  for  believing  that  such  was  the  fact  do  not  appear. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  third  division  that  took  place, 
it  seems  desirable  to  give  a  brief  account  of  the  Reverend 

HENRY  AINSWORTH, 

the  colleague  of  Mr.  Johnson,  and  teacher  of  the  church. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  learned  and  accomplished  of  the  Puri- 
tans. Of  his  early  history  nothing  is  known.  Persecution 
drove  him  into  exile  about  1593.  He  probably  accompanied 
Mr.  Johnson  and  his  friends  to  Holland,  but  remained 
himself  at  Amsterdam,  while  Mr.  Johnson  proceeded  to 
Middleburg,  as  the  mhiister  of  the  English  church  in  that 
town.  He  resolved  on  obtaining  a  livelihood  in  any  way 
that  Providence  might  direct.  He  became  a  porter  in  a 
bookseller's  shop,  where  his  taste  and  learning  were  soon 
discovered  by  his  employer.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
know  whether  he  pursued  his  ministry  while  thus  engaged 
in  his  secular  calling,  and  was  at  this  time  collecting  a 
congregation  over  which  Mr.  Johnson  and  himself  should 
hereafter  preside.  But  histoiy  is  at  fault  on  this  point.  Con- 
jecture only  can  surmise.  His  position  as  teacher  only, 
and  not  pastor  in  the  church,  Avould  afford  him  the  oppor- 
tunity of  engaging  in  other  employments  than  those  of  the 
ministry.  He  pursued  his  studies,  and  composed  many  of 
his  works,  while  united  with  Mr.  Johnson  in  the  ministra- 
tion of  the  church.  A  man  of  large  heart  and  loving  spirit, 
as  well  as  erudite  and  accomplished,  he  must  have  been  a 
blessing  to  the  people  ;  his  soul  must  have  been  riven  with 
distress,  when  he  witnessed  the  contentions  among  the 
brethren,  and  especially  when  the  providence  of  God  seemed 
to  necessitate  his  own  separation  from  the  Christian  society 
of  his  friends.  liis  works  are  numerous.  Controversial 
and  Biblical  Divinity  compose  the  bulk  of  his  treatises.  His 
Annotations  on  the  Pentateuch,  the  Psalms,  and  the  Songs 
of  Solomon,  are  generally  known  and  deservedly  esteemed. 
His  treatise  on  the  "  Communion  of  Saints,"  is  an  admir- 
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able  performance,  and  discovers  his  Christian  spirit,  and 
his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  sacred  oracles. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  "  Wychffe  Society,"  had  it 
continued  in  existence,  to  have  reprinted  the  principal  devo- 
tional and  practical  works  of  Ainsworth.  But  the  enterprise 
failing,  no  other  parties  have  been  induced  to  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  publishing  them.'!- 

*  Vide  Brook's  Love  of  the  Puritans,  vol.  ii.  page  306  ;  Life  of 
Ainsworth,  prefixed  to  his  **  Communion  of  Saints,"  reprinted  in 
Edinbui'gh,  page  1789  ;  Hanl».  Hist.  Memorials,  vol.  i.  chaps,  y.,  x., 
xvi.,  xviii. 

Mr.  lianbury  has  dii'ected  the  attention  of  the  Editor  to  an  inter- 
esting passage  respecting  Ainsworth,  in  Dr.  Worthington's  third 
letter  to  Mr.  Hartlib,  under  date  of  June  11,  1660,  included  in  a 
volume  of  '*  jNIiscellanies  by  Dr.  John  Wortliington,  some  time  blaster 
of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge,"  published  in  London,  1704  : — 

"  There  is  another  Author,  Avhose  remains  are  most  wortliy  to  be 
retrieved  ;  I  mean  Mr.  Ainsworth,  whose  excellent  Annotations  upon 
the  Pentateuch,  Sec,  sufficiently  discover  liis  great  learning,  and  liis 
most  exact  observation  of  the  proper  idioms  of  the  holy  text,  ^ith 
every  iota  and  tittle  of  which  he  seems  to  be  as  much  acquainted  as 
any  of  the  Masoreths  of  Tiberias.  I  have  been  told  that  there  are 
these  MSS.  of  his,  viz.  his  Comment  upon  Hosea,  Notes  upon  St. 
Matthew,  and  Notes  upon  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  ;  which  latter 
he  was  the  more  j^rcpared  for,  by  reason  of  the  former  labours  upon 
the  Pentateuch ;  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  being  Moses  unveiled. 
Mr.  Cole,  a  bookseller  at  the  Printing-press,  in  Cornhill,  told  me 
that  he  had  once  these  MSS.  in  his  keeping,  and  thought  to  have 
printed  them ;  but  that  a  kriisman,  or  a  son,  I  do  not  so  well  remem- 
ber, of  Mr.  ^\.ins worth's,  at  Amsterdam,  and  Jolm  Camie,  could  not 
well  agree,  cither  about  the  right  of  disposing  the  copv,  or  the  price 
for  the  MSS.  I  ha^  o  heard  that  Mr.  Nye,  or  Mr.  Jcffery,  knew 
something  of  these  MSS.  If  they  could  be  recovered,  so  they  be  Uke 
the  other  printed  works  of  the  Author,  it  Avould  be  a  good  work 
indeed,  and  might  be  of  singular  use.  Nay,  if  they  be  not  through- 
out so  completed  as  the  Author  intended,  yet  the  whole  is  too  good 
to  be  lost  or  embezzled.  Perhaps  you  or  Mr.  Dury  may  be  acquaint- 
ed with  the  forcmentioned  persons  in  England  ;  or  could  by  some 
understanding  persons  inquire  of  this  business  at  Amsterdam.  If 
the  MSS.  can  be  foimd,  and  may  be  purchased  at  a  fit  rate,  there  is 
no  fear  of  being  a  loser ;  his  other  works  have  always  sold  well,  and 
at  a  good  price,  and  were  bought  by  men  of  different  persuasions 
h-om  him  :  who  did  esteem  him  for  his  modesty  and  singular  learn- 
ing, and  were  much  obliged  to  him  for  his  skill  in  Jewish  Antiquities, 
Hghting  their  candle  by  liis. 

"This  business,  I  think,  is  worthy  of  consideration." 

These  works  do  not  appear  to  have  been  recovered  or  published. 
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On  the  removal  of  Mr,  Robinson  and  his  friends  to 
Leyden,  and  shortly  after  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Smyth 
and  his  party  to  another  part  of  Amsterdam,  a  difference 
of  opinion  arose  between  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Ainsworth, 
respecting  the  eldership  and  church  power,  and  the  true 
interpretation  of  Matt,  xviii.  17,  respecting  excommunica- 
tion. Mr.  Johnson  would  restrict  church  power  to  the 
elders  and  officers,  while  Mr.  Ainsworth,  Hke  his  fiiend 
Eobinson  and  all  true  Separatists,  considered  it  as  belong- 
ing to  the  whole  society.  The  subject  was  discussed  in  the 
meetin^-s  of  the  church,  parties  were  ranged  on  each  side 
of  the  question,  angry  feeling  arose,  and  the  Johnsonians 
were  disposed  to  exclude  from  fellowship  all  such  as  would 
not  concur  in  the  opinion  of  their  pastor. 

So  hopeless  did  reconciliation  appear  among  themselves, 
that  Mr.  Ainsworth  desired  the  counsel  and  advice  of  the 
church  at  Leyden,  and  wished  that  a  deputation  might  be 
sent.  The  majority,  with  Mr.  Johnson,  objected  on  various 
grounds  to  such  a  deputation  ;  especially,  as  deeming  them- 
selves competent  to  settle  their  own  dilferences. 

Mr.  Ainsworth,  however,  forwarded  a  letter  to  Leyden, 
signed  by  thirty  of  the  members,  in  treating  that  Mr. 
Eobinson  and  some  messengers  from  the  church  might 
be  sent  to  hear  the  statements  of  both  parties,  and  to  advise 
accordingly.  The  messengers  came  :  various  propositions 
were  considered  ;  one,  that  the  resi)ective  parties  should 
continue  and  worship  together,  the  objectors  having  given 
in  their  protestation  against  the  practice  adopted  by  Mr. 
Johnson  and  his  friends  ;  another,  that  the  parties  objecting 
might  continue  to  hear  at  Amsterdam,  but  should  unite 
with  the  church  at  Leyden,  that  church  adopting  the  prm- 
ciple  contended  for  by  Mr.  Ainsworth  ;  a  third  and  middle 
course,  by  way  of  compromise,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Eobin- 
son that  all  the  business  of  the  church  should  be  first 
considered  and  resolved  on  by  the  pastors  and  elders  pri- 
vately, and  then  submitted  to  the  church  for  confirmation 
only  'None  of  these  proposals  gave  satisfaction,  especially 
as  the  Johnson  party  were  urgent  that  the  objectors  should 
remove  out  of  the  city.  The  subject  having  been  under 
discussion  twelve  months,  and  no  hope  of  agreement  ap- 
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pearing  probable,  Mr.  Ainsworth  and  his  adherents  with- 
drew from  the  church,  December  15th  and  10th,  1610,  and 
formed  a  separate  society.  The  two  congregations  were 
severally  designated  by  their  common  enemies,  Franciscan 
BrowTiists,  and  Ainsworthian  Brownists,  according  to  the 
names  of  their  respective  leaders.  =5^ 

The  Rev.  Eichard  Clyfton,  who  had  gone  over  to  Hol- 
land, between  the  times  that  Smyth  and  Robinson  severally 
exiled  themselves,  and  who  had  been  associated  with  both 
in  the  Separatist  church  in  the  Midland  Countries,  was  at 
this  period  in  connexion  with  the  ilmsterdam  church. 
He  took  a  decided  part  against  Smyth  in  reference  to  his 
baptismal  views,  and  wrote  extensively  and  vigorously  on 
the  subject,  in  his  "  Plea  for  Infants  and  Elder  people, 
concerning  their  Baptism,"  1610. 

He  also  coincided  in  Johnson's  views  respecting  church 
power,  and,  on  the  retirement  of  Ainsworth,  became  asso- 
ciated with  Johnson  in  the  pastorship  of  the  church. 

"  He  was  a  grave  and  fatherly  old  man  when  he  came  first 
into  Holland,  having  a  great  white  beard :  and  pity  it  was 
that  such  a  reverend  old  man  should  be  forced  to  leave  his 
country,  and  at  those  years  to  go  into  exile.  But  it  was 
his  lot,  and  he  bore  it  patiently.  Much  good  had  he  done 
in  the  countiy  where  he  lived,  and  converted  many  to  God 
by  his  faithful  and  painful  ministry,  both  in  preaching  and 
catechising.  Sound  and  orthodox  he  always  was,  and  so 
continued  to  his  end."f 

Differences  again  arose  in  the  church  over  which  John- 
son and  himself  presided,  after  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Ains- 
worth. Lawne  and  his  party  having  been  cut  off  for  their 
impieties,  they  published  their  "  Profane  Schism  of  the 
Brownists,"  etc.,  and  "  Brownisme  turned  the  Inside  Out- 
ward," &c.,  and  to  which  Mr.  Clyfton  replied  in  his  '*  Adver- 
tisement concerning  a  Book  lately  published  by  Christopher 

*  The  controversy  bet^^een  Johnson  and  Ains-worth  is  referred  to 
by  Neal,  Brook,  Hanbiiry,  Fletcher,  Young  in  his  Chronicles  of  the 
Pilgrims,  Stuart  in  liis  Lite  of  AiiLsworth,  and  more  fully  by  Ch-fton, 
in  liis  "Advertisement,"  and  Ainsworth,  in  his  "Animadversion" 
on  Clyfton' s  Advertisement, 

t    Vide  Bradford  Dialogues  in  Young's  Clironicles,  page  4'53. 

VOL.  in.  H  H 
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Lawne  and  others,"  1612.  To  which  work,  in  consequence 
of  its  allusions  to  Ainsworth's  proceedings,  Mr.  Ainsvvorth 
replied  in  his  "  Admonition." 

He  continued  his  ministerial  service  till  death  summoned 
him  to  rest. 

Mr.  Johnson  removed  after  a  few  years  with  a  portion  of 
his  church  to  Embden  ;  he  subsequently  returned  to  Am- 
sterdam, where  he  died. 

Mr.  Ainsworth  continued  in  the  pastorate  over  his  flock, 
to  which  it  is  probable  after  the  retirement  of  Johnson 
and  death  of  Clyfton,  the  original  church  united  itself,  for 
13  years  ;  he  died  suddenly,  in  1623,  not  without  suspicion 
of  having  been  poisoned  through  the  coveteousness  or 
malignity  of  a  Jew  in  the  city.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Canne,  who  went  out  from  England  in  1G24,  and  jointly, 
as  some  suppose,  with  Mr.  de  Lescluse  presided  over  the 
church  :  while  others  conjecture,  that  the  church  was  again 
divided,  and  that  they  became  pastors  respectively  of  the 
churches  thus  formed  into  two  Christian  societies.'-^' 

The  Church  at  Ley  den. 

Mr.  Robinson  removed  with  his  friends  to  Leyden  in 
1609,  and  formed  their  church,  as  soon  as  they  could 
assemble  for  worship,  in  that  celebrated  city.  The  num- 
bers were  at  first  comparatively  small,  but  were  gradually 
augmented  by  exiles  from  England  and  other  parts  of  the 
United  Provinces,  till  it  was  nearly  as  large  as  the  mother 
church  at  x^msterdam,  in  its  most  palmy  state.  The  pastor, 
with  the  elder,  Mr.  Brewster,  and  the  church,  appeared  to 
live  in  peace  and  harmony.  They  were  frequently  consulted 
by  the  church  at  Amsterdam,  on  occasion  of  the  differences 
between  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Ainsworth. 

A  letter  from  the  church  at  Amsterdam  to  that  at  Ley- 
den, on  the  subject  of  the  difl'erences,  with  Mr.  Robinson's 
reply  in  behalf  of  his  church,  and  the  rejoinder,  are  preserved 
in  Clyfton's  "  Advertisement,"  and  are  reprinted  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages : — 

*    Vide  reference  to  Mr.  de  Lescluse,  page  127,  supra. 
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"  Letter  fro7n  the  Church  at  Amsterdam  to  that  of  Ley  den. 

**  Beloved,  touching  the  things  that  have  now  lately  been 
spoken  of  between  the  two  churches,  yours  and  ours,  about 
the  dismission  of  such,  on  either  part,  as  are  not  content 
with  protestation,  peaceably  to  Avalk  in  their  difference  of 
judgment,  we  have  occasion  to  entreat  the  continuance  of 
your  consideration  yet  further  thereabout  Ist,  Because 
yourselves  signified  it  came  suddenly  upon  your  church :  and 
if  either  you  or  we  minded  otherwise  by  the  Word  of  God, 
we  should  after  signify  it :  wherefore  we  expect  to  hear, 
whether  you  continue  likeminded  as  heretofore.  2nd, 
Because  there  is  with  us  a  new  motion  of  our  walking 
together  thus,  by  bearing  one  with  another,  so  as  for  peace, 
to  permit  of  a  double  practice  among  us,  that  those  that  ai'e 
minded  either  way  should  keep  a  like  course  together,  as 
we  would  do  if  we  were  asunder,  according  as  the  persons 
shall  be  that  have  the  causes.  Which  way,  if  it  may  be 
found  warrantable  by  the  Word  of  God,  and  peaceable  unto 
and  among  ourselves,  we  hope  all  that  love  peace  in  holi- 
ness will  accord.  These  things  as  we  are  to  consider  of, 
so  pray  we  you  to  do  the  like  with  us  and  for  us,  that  we 
may  do  that  which  is  most  to  God  s  glory  and  our  mutual 
comfort.     Thus,  &c. 

*'  Amsterdam,  November  5,  old  style,  1610." 

''  Eejjly  of  the  Church  at  Leyden  to  that  of  Amsterdam. 

"  Touching  the  agreement,  brethren,  between  the 
churches  for  our  mutual  peace  and  the  relief  of  the  con- 
sciences of  our  brethren,  we  did  and  do  repute  the  same  as 
full  and  absolute  on  both  sides,  except  either  some  better 
course  can  be  thought  on,  or  this  manifested  to  be  evil, 
and  that  it  be  reversed,  with  the  mutual  consent  of  both 
churches.  And  for  this  last  motion  about  a  double  prac- 
tice, as  we  are  glad  of  the  great  and  godly  desire  to  continue 
together,  in  it  manifested,  so  we  do  not  see,  how  it  can 
stand  either  with  our  peace  or  itself:  but  that  it  will  not 
only  nourish,  but  even  necessarily  beget  endless  conten- 
tions, when  men  diversly  minded  shall  have  business  in 
the  church.  If  therefore  it  would  please  the  Lord  so  far 
to   enlarge  your  hearts  on  both  sides,   brethren,  as  that 
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this  middle  way  be  held,  namely,  that  the  matter  of  offence 
might  first  be  brought  for  order,  preparation,  and  preven- 
tion of  unnecessary  trouble,  unto  the  elders,  as  the  church 
governors  (though  it  is  like  we  for  our  parts  shall  not  so 
practise  in  this  particular) ;  and  after,  if  things  be  not  there 
ended,  to  the  church  of  elders  and  brethren,  there  to  be 
judged  on  some  ordinaiy  known  day  ordinarily,  the  admo- 
nition being  carried  according  to  the  alteration  practised 
and  agreed  upon  by  all  parts,  till  it  shall  please  the  God 
of  wisdom  and  Father  of  lights,  by  the  further  consideration 
and  parties  discussing  of  things,  either  in  word  or  writing, 
to  manifest  otherwise  for  our  joint  accord  :  it  would  surely 
make  much  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  stopping  of  their 
mouths,  which  are  so  wide  opened  upon  us  in  respect  of 
our  daily  dissipations,  and  should  be  to  us  matter  of 
great  rejoicing,  whose  souls  do  long  after  peace  and  abhor 
the  contrary  ;  and  that  thus,  walking  in  peace  and  holiness, 
we  might  all  beg  at  God's  hands  the  healing  and  pardon 
of  all  our  infirmities,  and  so  be  ready  to  heal  and  forgive 
the  infirmities  of  one  another  in  love.  And  with  this 
prayer  unto  God  for  you  and  for  ourselves,  we  re-salute  you 
in  the  Lord  Jesus. 

''  Ley  den,  November  14,  1610." 

"  Bephj  of  the  Chnrch  of  Amsterdam  to  that  of  Ley  den. 

"  Your  letter,  brethren,  we  received  and  read  publicly. 
Concerning  which  we  have  occasion  to  signify  some  things 
unto  you  thereabout.  And  first  touching  the  agreement 
treated  of  between  us,  that  for  such  of  us  as  \y\\\  not  come 
thither  to  remain  with  you,  but  purpose  still  to  live  here, 
in  this  city,  apart  from  us  :  albeit  there  be  some  that  could 
be  content,  notwithstanding,  so  to  dismiss  them,  yet  there 
are  others  of  us,  that  having  more  considered  of  it,  think 
it  not  lawful  to  have  any  hand  in  consenting  thereunto, 
and  mean  therefore  to  reverse  our  former  agreement  unto 
it ;  besides  that  divers  of  us  say,  they  never  consented  here- 
unto. And,  further,  some  of  us  also  begin  to  think  that 
it  will  be  found  unlawful  to  keep  spiritual  communion  with 
them  in  such  estate,  however  we  may  still  retain  with  them 
civil  society. 
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"  The  reasons  minded,  why  not  so  to  dismiss  them,  nor 
to  have  spiritual  fellowship  with  them  in  such  estate  and 
walking  are  these  : — 

"1.  Because  we  cannot  find  wan^ant  for  it  in  the  Word 
of  God. 

"  2.  Because  they  refuse,  disobey,  and  speak  evil  of  the 
truth  and  way  of  God. 

"  3.  Because  they  refuse  to  continue  and  keep  communion 
with  us,  though  they  may  be  suffered  to  walk  with  us  in 
peace,  with  protestation  in  their  difference  of  judgment. 

"  4.  Because  some  of  them  profess  they  will  not  deal  in 
causes  (as  may  fall  out  between  us)  by  way  of  protestation, 
neither  when  they  are  with  us,  nor  when  they  are  from  us. 

"5.  Because  they  go  not  from  one  church  and  pastor  to 
another,  so  to  live  and  remain  :  but  purpose,  when  they 
have  come  and  joined  unto  you,  then  presently  to  return 
and  live  here  in  this  town  apart  from  us. 

"  6.  Because  by  such  walking  of  theirs,  gi-eat  reproach  will 
come  upon  us  all,  with  much  dishonour  to  God  and  hinder- 
ance  to  the  truth,  what  in  them  lieth. 

"  7,  Because  we  think  there  should  alway  be  somewhat  in 
such  cases  used,  as  whereby  the  Lord  may  work  upon  their 
consciences,  to  consider  tbeir  estate,  and  to  repent  and 
yield  to  the  truth  and  way  of  God,  which  they  have  hitherto 
refused  and  oppugned,  &c. 

"  Thus  w^e  thought  to  acquaint  you  ^dth  these  things  and 
the  reasons  thereabout.  Which  yet  are  so  minded  of  us, 
as  if  either  among  ourselves  or  by  others,  we  shall  here- 
after better  discern  what  is  according  to  the  will  of  God 
herein,  we  shall,  God  willing,  be  ready  so  to  receive  and 
walk. 

"  As  touching  the  double  practice,  misliked  by  you, 
although  indeed  it  may  seem  somewhat  strange  and  diffi- 
cult, 3^et  for  the  present,  some  of  us  could  like  better  of  it, 
than  of  a  parting :  but  the  brethren  differing  from  us  will 
not  admit  of  it.  Neither  will  they  yield  to  that  middle 
course  propounded  in  your  letter.  Yet  have  we  left  it,  with 
the  former  things,  to  their  further  consideration.  And 
howsoever  it  pleaseth  the  Lord  to  dispose  of  us,  our  trust 
is,  that  he  will  work  all  in  the  end  to  the  furtherance  of  his 
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truth  and  peace  of  his  church  in  Christ  Jesus.     To  whose 
gracious  protection  and  guidance  we  commend  you,  &c. 
''  Amsterdam  J  November  19,  1610."* 

Some  misapprehension  having  arisen  as  to  the  course 
pursued  and  advice  given,  by  Mr.  Eobinson  and  the  messen- 
gers sent  from  Ley  den  to  Amsterdam,  they,  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Ainsworth,  published  the  following  document : — 

*'  The  Testimony  of  the  Elders  oj  the  Church  at  Ley  den. 

"  Though  we  much  rather  desired  to  have  been  mediators 
of  the  peace  of  our  brethren,  than  witnesses  of  their  strife, 
yet  may  we  not,  because  that  which  we  desired  could  not 
be  effected  by  us,  withdraw  from  that,  which  both  may,  and 
ought  by  us  to  be  done.  We,  therefore,  being  desired 
thereunto  by  Mr.  Ainsworth,  and  occasioned  by  that  which 
both  Mr.  Johnson  and  he  have  written,  and  taking  tha 
evils  which  have  befallen  others,  as  matter  both  of  hum- 
bling and  warning  to  ourselves,  do  signify  what  we  know 
and  have  found  in  our  dealings  thereabout. 

"And  First.  Our  special  calling  to  intermeddle  in  this 
uncomfortable  business,  was  a  letter  sent  unto  us  by  some 
thirty  of  the  brethren  there  ;  in  which,  mentioning  in  the 
beginning  of  it,  their  long  and  grievous  controversy,  they 
signified  how  they  had  oft  desired  of  the  church  to  request 
our  help  therein,  and  that  the  elders  would  no  way  approve 
thereof,  but  would  only  permit  our  coming,  either  of  our- 
selves, or  at  their  request.  Wherein  they  also  certified  us, 
how  some  of  them  had  charged  the  exposition  of  these 
words,  '^Tell  the  Church,"  Matt,  xviii.  17,  Tell  the  Elders, 
with  some  other  particulars  thereupon  depending,  to  be 
error  ;  and  so  were  to  prove  their  charge ;  and  therefore 
earnestly  requested  us  to  help  in  that  great  business  ;  that 
the  truth  might  be  maintained,  and  not  by  their  weakness 
injured,  and  the  innocent  condemned ;  and  that  we  would 
help  the  Lord  against  the  mighty,  &c. 

"  And  the  reason  why  they  thus  earnestly  requested  our 

*  "An  Advertisement  concerning  a  Book  lately  published  by  Chris- 
topher Lawne  and  others,  against  the  exiled  Church  at  Amsterdam, 
by  llichard  Clyfton,  teacher  of  the  same  Gh\uxh."     1612. 
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help  was,  because  Mr.  Ainsworth  was  so  sparing  in  opposing 
of  Mr.  Johnson's  new  doctrine  (though  always  misliking  it), 
as  they  scarce  knew  how  he  was  minded  in  the  things  ;  so 
loth  was  he  to  come  to  any  professed  and  public  opposi- 
tion with  him,  whom  he  rather  hoped  to  pacify  by  modera- 
tion, than  by  opposition  to  stop  in  his  intended  course. 
Besides,  he  was  careful  not  to  give  any  encouragement  to 
the  too  violent  oppositions  of  some  brethren,  though 
minded  as  they  were,  in  the  things  themselves. 

"  This  their  letter,  and  earnest  request  in  it,  notwithstand- 
ing, we  went  not,  but  wrote  to  the  church,  and  showed  them 
what  the  substance  of  the  letter  was,  desiring  by  them  to  be 
informed  how  things  stood  with  them,  and  signifying 
withal,  our  unwillingness  to  interpose,  but  upon  a  due  and 
necessary  calling,  and  that,  also  as  much  as  might  be  under 
the  conditions  of  best  hope  of  good  issue. 

"  They,  as  before,  denied  to  approve  of  our  commg,  and 
would  only  permit  it,  and  that  under  the  terms  of  jealousy 
and  advantage,  as  api)ears  by  that  which  themselves  have 
published ;  and  did  oft  and  earnestly  require  of  us  a  copy 
of  the  letter  before  mentioned,  with  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons subscribed  unto  it;  whicli  though  we  judged,  and  still 
do,  an  hard  and  extreme  imposition  in  itself,  considering 
they  themselves* had  permitted  them  to  send  unto  us,  and 
knew  from  us  whereabout  they  wrote,  and  had  not  laid  it 
upon  them  to  show  them  their  letter  before  they  sent  it ; 
yet  had  we  given  way  to  their  desires  herein,  had  it  not 
been  for  one  phrase  in  the  end  of  the  letter,  which  being 
borrowed  from  Deborah's  speech  against  Sisera,  Judges 
V.  23,  and  applied  as  it  Avas,  might  give  offence,  and  minister 
occasion  of  further  strife,  which  phrase  also  we  reproved 
in  the  writers  of  the  letter,  and  they  acknowledged  amiss  ; 
professing,  notwithstanding,  they  had  no  evil  meaning  in 
it,  but  only  a  desire  to  j)rovoke  us  the  more  effectually  to 
supply  their  inability  against  those  with  whom  they  had  to 
deal.  Now,  for  our  withholding  the  copy  of  the  letter, 
though  since  that  time,  for  their  importunity  we  sent  it 
them,  as  also  for  our  purpose  of  coming  unto  them,  and 
the  ends  thereof,  we  will  here  insert  what  we  wrote  unto 
them  in  two  several  letters  thereabout. 

"For  the  former  thus: — 'If  the  letter  whereof  you  desire 
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a  copy,  might  further  your  common  peace,  or  procure  good 
to  any,  we  should  easily  answer  your  desh-e ;  but  if,  on  the 
contrary,  there  were  the  least  evil  in  it,  we  should  hold  it 
our  duties  to  deal  with  the  parties  offending  ourselves,  and 
not  to  discover  their  sin.'  And  loth  would  we  be  either  to 
minister  matter  of  further  scanning  amongst  you,  or  that 
any  register  of  unkindness  should  come  unto  you  from  our 
hands.  And  the  fear  of  this  was  in  truth  the  only  cause 
why  we  refused  to  send  this  letter,  as  they  required. 
Wherein  if  we  failed,  as  we  see  no  cause  so  to  think,  yet 
was  it  the  error  of  our  love,  and  great  desire  of  their  peace. 

"About  our  coming  we  thus  wrote: — '  Our  purpose  there- 
fore is,  according  to  the  request  of  the  brethren  which  have 
moved  us,  and  our  duty,  to  send  or  come  unto  you  ;  not 
to  oppose  any  person,  or  to  maintain  any  charge  of  error, 
but  by  all  other  brotherly  means  to  help  fonvard  your  holy 
peace  (if  so  the  Lord's  will  be) ;  which  how  precious  it  is 
unto  us,  we  hope  to  manifest  to  the  consciences  of  all  men; 
than  which  we  know  nothing  in  this  world  we  have  more 
cause  to  endeavour,  both  with  God  and  yourselves.  Of 
which  our  coming  we  pray  you  to  accept,  and  to  appoint  us 
some  such  time,  as  seems  to  you  most  convenient.  Where 
also  we  shall  satisfy  you  to  the  utmost,  both  touching  the 
letter,  and  other  particulars  in  all  equity,  *yea,  so  far  as  we 
can  without  apparent  sin.' 

"  These  things,  notwithstanding  they  would  not  approve, 
but  only  permit  of  our  coming,  as  men  use  to  permit  of 
that  which  is  evil,  and  which  indeed  they  could  not  hinder. 
And  so  we  came  unto  them  ;  first  of  ourselves,  and  after- 
wards at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ainsworth,  and  them  with 
him,  being  sent  by  the  church,  whereof  we  are :  and  so 
enforcing  ourselves  upon  them,  for  the  delivering  of  the 
church's  message,  did  reprove  what  we  judged  evil  in  them, 
and  that,  we  confess,  with  some  vehemency.  And  in  that 
regard  it  was,  that  (upon  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Johnson 
for  the  free  dismission  of  such  members  with  them,  unto 
us,  as  could  not  there  walk  with  peace  of  conscience,  there 
lying  no  other  cause  against  them,  which  should  also  be 
mutually  performed  on  our  part)  we  signified,  as  he  writeth, 
that  'we  little  thought  they  had  been  so  inclinable  to  peace, 
and  that  if  we  had  so  thought,  we  would  have  carried  our- 
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selves  otherwise  towards  them,  than  we  did.'  And  good 
cause  had  we  so  to  speak.  For  neither  is  the  same  car- 
riage to  be  used  towards  men  prosecuting  their  purposes 
and  persuasions  with  all  violence  and  extremity,  and  to- 
wards them  Avhich  manifest  Christian  moderation  in  the 
same ;  neither  had  we  before,  or  have  w^e  since  found  the 
like  peaceable  inclination  in  them,  to  that  which  they  then 
manifested.  Which  how  great  grief  it  hath  been  unto  us, 
and  how  it  hath  even  wounded  our  very  hearts,  He  only 
knoweth  which  seeth  the  sorrows  of  the  hearts  of  his  ser- 
vants, and  putteth  their  tears  in  his  bottle. 

''But  to  pass  by  these  things,  and  to  proceed.  The 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Johnson  for  a  peaceable  dismission, 
was  by  the  church  there  received  with  general  assent,  unto 
which  the  church  also  at  Leyden  condescended  ;  and  so 
sent  back  the  officers  for  the  further  ratification  of  it,  and 
for  some  other  purposes  tending  to  the  establishing  of 
peace  amongst  them.  Whereupon  it  was  also  the  second 
time  by  them  confirmed,  always  indeed  with  submission  to 
the  Word  of  God,  as  was  meet;  and  that  if  either  tbey  or 
we  minded  otherwise,  we  should  so  signify.  AMiich  not- 
withstanding they  did  not ;  but  reversed  the  agreement  of 
themselves,  without  acquainting  us  with  the  change  of 
their  mind  or  reasons  thereof. 

"  Afterwards,  indeed,  they  gave  us  knowledge  of  their 
purpose,  as  appears  in  their  former  letter  by  themselves 
published,  desiring  the  continuance  of  om*  consideration 
about  it,  as  if  the  thing  which  was  fully  agreed  upon,  as  is 
aforesaid,  and  that  oftener  than  once,  had  been  only  in  con- 
sideration ;  and  in  their  second  letter,  as  also  appeareth, 
they  gave  us  certain  reasons  of  their  dislike. 

'*  Unto  which  reasons  of  theirs  we  gave  no  answer  (as  they 
both  write)  before  their  parting.  And  the  causes  were : 
I.  For  that  they  continued  not  long  together  after  they 
came  to  our  hands.  2.  We  had  upon  occasion  of  the 
motion  made  for  a  double  practice,  propounded  another 
course,  both  more  fit  and  w^arrantable,  as  we  thought,  than 
that,  for  the  bringing  of  things  first  to  the  elders,  as 
appears  in  our  letter.  Unto  which  course,  though  Ave  do 
not  bind  our  brethren,  yet  may  we  safely  say,  so  far  as  we 
remember,  that  there  never  came  complaint  of  sin  to  the 
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church  since  we  were  officers,  but  we  took  knowledge  of  it 
before,  either  by  mutual  consent  on  both  sides,  or  at  least, 
by  the  party  accused ;  with  whose  Christian  modesty  and 
wisdom  we  think  it  well  sorteth,  that  being  condemned  by 
two  or  three  brethren,  he  should  not  trouble  the  church, 
or  hazard  a  public  rebuke  upon  himself,  without  counsel- 
ling with  them  who  are  set  over  him,  and  who  either  are, 
or  should  be  best  able  to  advise  him. 

*'  Thirdly,  and  which  was  the  chief  cause,  we  were  without 
all  hope  of  doing  good,  when  they  once  misliked  the 
motion  which  made  it.  Whilst  they  liked  it,  we  had  hope, 
though  it  were  with  hard  measure  to  the  other,  and  so  did 
further  it,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power ;  but  when  they  laid 
it  down,  we  knew  all  our  labour  would  be  lost  in  endeavour- 
ing their  second  liking  of  it. 

"  Lastly,  where  Mr.  Johnson  affirmeth,  that  at  the  first 
treating  of  the  matter,  we  conceived  that  those  by  them 
dismissed  should  remain  at  Leyden  with  us,  notwithstand- 
ing their  want  of  means  of  living,  it  may  well  be,  as  he 
saitli,  though  we  well  remember  it  not.  And  therein  all 
men  may  see  how  we  were  even  overcarried  with  a  vehe- 
ment desire  of  peace  with  them,  and  amongst  themselves, 
and  how  far  we  were  from  being  partial  towards  them  with 
whom  we  agreed  in  the  things  in  controversy.  Yea,  the 
ti'uth  is,  we  were  boldest  with  them,  both  because  we  would 
prevent  all  jealousy  in  the  other,  and  preserve  in  them  all 
the  interest  we  could  for  the  common  peace  ;  and  also  be- 
cause we  were  well  assured  of  Mr.  Ains worth's  great 
moderation,  upon  whom  the  rest  did  much  depend. 

But  howsoever  we  conceived  at  the  first,  it  is  certain 
that  both  they  and  we  conceived  otherwise  in  the  agree- 
ment; and,  therefore,  when  one  amongst  them  made 
exception,  that  we  should  not  dismiss  them  back,  which 
came  unto  us,  to  live  a  distinct  congregation  in  the  same  city 
with  them,  it  Avas  presently  answered,  both  by  Mr.  Johnson 
and  Mr.  Studley,  that,  that  concerned  not  them,  but  that 
they  would  leave  it  unto  us;  though  that  appeared  after- 
wards to  be  the  only  thing  for  which  they  broke  olf  their 
purpose  and  promise.  And  here  the  work  of  God's  pro- 
vidence is  to  be  observed,  that  they  who  would  have  no 
peace  with  their  brethren,  abiding  in  the  same  city  with 
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them,  are  about  to  leave  it  themselves,  and  to  settle  their 
abode  elsewhere.  Which  thing,  that  it  might  well  come  to 
pass  in  short  time,  they  were  by  us  put  in  mind  of  before- 
hand, if  God  gave  them  not  again  to  re-\mite,  ^^hich  by  a 
peaceable  parting,  might  have  been  furthered.  Which  how 
much  better  had  it  been  they  had  admitted  of,  all  things 
considered,  than  through  extreme  straitness  in  themselves 
(not  to  meddle  wdih  the  main  cause)  thus  to  have  made 
their  brethren  their  adversaries,  and  themselves,  yea,  and 
us  all,  a  by- word  to  the  whole  world. 

"John  Eobinson. 

"William  Brewster."* 

Mr.  Johnson  having  written  "  An  Answer  touching  the 
Division,"  &c.  containing  an  animadversion  on  a  passage 
in  Mr.  llobinson's  reply  to  Bernard,!  respecting  church 
authority,  which  was  so  strongly  debated  at  that  time,  Mr. 
Ainsworth  called  Mr.  Eobinson's  sj^ecial  attention  to  it, 
and  desired  him  to  answer  it. 

"  Mr.  Piohinsons  Answer. 

"  Because  Mr.  Johnson  hath  in  his  'Answer  touching  the 
Division,' J  expressly  taxed  my  book  against  Mr.  Bernard,  I 
think  it  meet  to  insert  a  brief  answer  to  his  exceptions,  as 
folio weth.     He  there  write th  thus — 

"  '  Whereas  we  had  learned  and  professed  that  Christ  was 
the  only  king  and  lord  of  his  church,  and  had  left  unto  it 
among  men,  but  a  ministerial  government,  and  that  all  the 
multitude  of  the  members,  the  saints  ought  to  obey,  and 
submit  to  the  eldership  in  every  church.  Now  we  have 
lately  been  taught,  that  the  j^eople  as  kings  have  power  one 
over  another,  and  that  the  saints  being  kings  are  superior 
to  their  officers,  because  the  order  of  kings  is  the  highest 
order  in  the  church,  &c.  Also,  that  the  church  may  in 
relation  to  the  officers  being  servants  therein,  be  called  a 
lord,  &c. ; '  and  for  this  he  quoteth  my  book,  adding  that 
I  '  advance  the  people  one  above  another  as  kings, 
entitle  them  with  kingly  and  lordly  power  in  the  out- 
ward policy  and  ati'airs  of  the  church,    by  which  as  the 

♦  Vide  Ainsworth's  Animadversion  to  Mr.  Kichard  Clyfton,  &c. 
pages  133—136.         f   ^^^^  vol.  ii.  pages  228,  236.         +  Page  27. 
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prelates  on  the  one  hand,  so  the  people  on  the  other  hand 
become  idols.' 

"  Acknowledging  the  former  and  latter  part  of  that,  he 
saith   we    have   formerly  professed,  I  except  against  the 
middle  clause  of  the  sentence,  in  sundry  respects.     First, 
in  that  he  draws  the  question,  which  is  about  the  power  of 
Christ  in  the  church,  common  to  all,  to  the  government 
and  guidance  of  the  church  in  the  use  of  this  power,  which 
is  peculiar  to  the  officers  ;  which  may  also  more   clearly 
appear  to  him  that  reads  the  places  he  quotes  in  the  mar- 
gin, vv^herein  he  concludeth,  though  more  covertly,  a  double 
untruth  ;  the  one,    that,    because   the  government  of  the 
officers  is  only  ministerial  and  not  kingly,  therefore  there 
is  no  kingly  power  left  unto  the  church,  or  communicated 
with  the  saints  for  the  suppressing  of  sin :  the  other  that,  be- 
cause the  officers  are  the  only  governors  of  the  church,  and  so 
by  us  acknowledged,  therefore  they  only  have  the  power  of 
Christ.  And  thus  he  would  closely  wrap  up  the  church's  power 
in  the  officers'  government,  and  not  be  seen  in  it.     For  the 
clearing  then  of  the  difference  between  government  and 
power,   it  must  be  considered,   that  by  government  may 
either  be  understood  the  whole  dispensation  of   Christ's 
kingly  office,  whether  inward  or  outward,  whether  by  him- 
self or  by  others;  and  so  this  power  we  speak  of  is  compre- 
hended under  it  as   a  part  thereof.     Or,  it  is  taken  more 
strictly  for  the  guidance  and  ordering  of  the  church  in  her 
public    affairs,    and    the   administration   and  execution   of 
them  ;  and  so  it  appertaineth  to  the  officers,  and  is  clean 
another  thing  than  the  power  in  question.     For  the  proving 
of  this  difference,  the  apostle    Paul  writes  to   the   whole 
Church  of  Corinth  to  excommunicate  the  incestuous  man, 
by  the  power  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  1  Cor.  v.  4,5.     This 
power  he  would  have   the  whole  church  to  use,  but  yet 
would  not  have  the  whole  church  to  become  governors,  nor 
to  take  upon  them  government,  but  the  officers  only;  by 
which  it  appeareth  that  government  and  power  are  diverse 
things.     I  do  further  add,  what  if  the  whole  eldership  should 
be  charged  by  two  or  three  witnesses,  with  heresy,  blas- 
phemy, or  the  like  crime,  and  complaint  thereof  be  made  to 
the  church?     Mr.  Johnson,  in  this  his  Answer,*  confesseth 
♦  Pa^e  17. 
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that  the  church  (he  would  be  asked  whetlier  women  and 
children  or  no)  may  depose  all  her  officers  jointly,  persist- 
ing in  transgression,  though  in  the  same  place  he  mince 
the  matter  too  small,  in  saying  they  may  depose,  or  refuse 
them,  and  separate  from  them  ;  and  again,  refuse  them. 
Whereas  to  depose,  and  to  separate  from,  or  refuse,  are 
veiy  diverse;  for  first  to  separate  from  the  eldership  requires 
no  power,  hut  liberty,  and  therefore  may  be  done  by  one 
man  or  woman,  upon  just  occasion  :  so  cannot  dej-josition 
be  upon  any  occasion,  but  by  the  church;  for  which  depo- 
sition of  ail  the  officers  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  the 
church,  a  man  would  think  the  power  of  Christ  were  need- 
ful, and  that  by  it  such  a  judgment  should  pass  out.  Be- 
sides, the  church  in  deposing  her  officers,  doth  not  separate 
herself  from  them  (to  speak  properly),  but  them  from  her. 
Well,  to  take  the  least  liberty  he  will  give  the  people.  If 
they  may  separate  from  all  their  officers,  persisting  in 
transgression,  then  they  must  receive  the  complaint  of  sin, 
which  is  orderly  brought,  aud  by  sufficient  witnesses, 
against  them,  and  must  examine  and  judge  the  matter. 
Now,  if  it  argue  power  to  receive  a  complaint  of  sin  against 
one  brother,  and  to  examine  and  judge  it,  and  so  to  censure 
him  by  excommunication,  if  there  be  cause;  doth  it  not 
also  argue  power  to  receive  a  complaint  of  sin  against  all 
the  officers,  to  examine  and  judge  it,  and  so  to  censure 
them,  as  there  is  cause,  by  deposition  ?  But  what  now  shall 
the  elders  do  accounting  themselves  innocent,  and  wrong- 
fully accused,  whilst  the  church  thus  examineth  thin.2:s,  and 
judgeth  of  them?  Shall  they  surcease  their  government, 
and  fail  the  church  in  so  great  a  need  ?  and  would  Mr. 
Johnson  so  practise?  or  are  they  not  now  to  do  a  special 
work  of  their  government,  not  only  in  preserving  order, 
but  in  directing,  instructing,  and  guiding  the  church  by  the 
Word  of  God  in  her  whole  proceedings  ?  By  which  it 
appeareth,  that  judging  of  sin,  and  power  to  suppress  it,  is 
one  thing  ;  and  government  for  the  right  use  and  ordering 
of  the  same,  another  thing.  The  officers  which  are  judged 
do  govern,  and  the  body  of  the  church  which  judgeth  them, 
is  governed  by  them.  We  may  yet  further  see  this  differ- 
ence even  in  the  lordly  governments  of  this  world,  and  that 
both  in  peace  and  war. 
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'*  In  the  civil  government  of  our  own  land,  than  the  which 
none  in  the  world,  in  the  right  use  of  it,  is  more  excellent 
when  a  malefactor  comes  to  be  arraigned  at  the  assizes 
or  sessions,  he  is  to  be  tried  by  his  country  (a  competent 
company,  where  all  cannot  possibly  pass  upon  him), 
which  they  call  the  jury,  whose  power  and  sentence  is  of 
such  force,  as  that  the  lord  chief  justice  himself,  and  all 
the  bench  with  him,  cannot  proceed  against  it,  either  for 
the  quitting  or  condemning  of  the  person  ;  and  yet  the 
bench  governeth  the  whole  action,  and  the  jury  is  by  them, 
according  to  law,  to  be  governed.  I  wdsh  the  elders  with 
whom  we  have  to  do  would  allow  the  body  of  the  church 
the  like  liberty  at  their  sitting,  as  they  call  it,  that  is,  at 
their  spiritual  sessions  ;  or  rather,  that  they  would  better 
consider  that  they  are  as  ministers  to  stand  and  serve, 
and  not  as  lords,  to  sit  and  judge.  Numb.  xvi.  9  ;  2  Chron. 
XXXV.  3 ;  2  Cor.  iv.  5. 

"  Lastly,  when  an  army  is  sent  against  the  king's  and  their 
ovm  enemies,  the  government  is  in  the  captains  and 
officers,  but  so  is  not  all  the  power  for  fighting  with,  and 
subduing  of  their,  and  their  king's,  enemies.  Neither  is  all 
the  power  of  the  church,  which  is  an  army  with  banners, 
in  the  officers  alone,  for  the  subduing  of  Christ's  and 
their  enemies,  sin  and  Satan,  though  the  government  be. 
Thus  may  the  difference  plainly  be  seen  betwixt  power  and 
government;  in  the  opening  of  which  I  have  been  the 
longer,-  because,  1.  I  think  it  a  main  ground  of  our  con- 
troversy. 2.  Our  opposites  do  much  insult  over  us,  as 
speaking  contradictions,  when  we  yield  the  officers  all  the 
government,  and  yet  deny  them  all  the  power.  3.  The 
weaker  sort  are  much  misled,  and  carried  away  through 
w^ant  of  discerning  this  difference. 

"  I  proceed  to  a  second  thing,  and  affirm  that  Christ  hath 
not  left  to  the  church  among  men  only  a  ministerial  power 
(which  he  confusedly  calleth  government),  as  he  saith.  He 
hath  left  the  Word  of  God,  and  gospel  in  the  church,  which 
is  lively,  and  mighty  in  operation,  piercing  even  to  the 
dividing  asunder  of  the  soul  and  spirit,  &c.,  Heb.  iv.  1'2  ; 
2  Cor.  X.  4,  5,  ruling,  and  reigning  in  and  over  the  very 
hearts  and  lives  of  men;  binding  their  consciences,  and 
*    Vide  vol.  ii.  Justif.  of  Separation,  pages  141 — 144. 
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bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of 
Christ.  I  know  men  can  only  minister  this  power,  whether 
in  doctrine  or  discipline,  as  they  speak  ;  but  it  is  one  thing 
to  say  the  power  is  only  ministerial,  and  another  thing, 
that  men  can  only  minister  it ;  for  men  may  be  the  minis- 
ters only  of  that  power  which  is  kingly  and  lordly  in  itself, 
and  so  over  men,  as  this  is.  So  the  saints  can  only 
minister  their  kingly  power,  by  participation  of  Christ's 
anointing,  as  one  special  grace  they  have  received ;  of 
which  more  hereafter. 

"  Now  in  laying  down  the  things  w^herewith  he  chargeth 
me,  he  alters  my  words,  misinterprets  my  meaning,  and 
conceals  that  which  I  have  written ;  and  he  read  in  my 
book  for  the  explaining  of  the  same. 

"  And  first  he  saith,  I  have  taught  that  the  people  are  as 
kings  one  over  another ;  that  I  advance  them  one  over 
another  as  kings,  and  above  their  governors,  entitling  them 
with  kingly  and  lordly  power  (that  is  government,  as  he 
explains  himself)  in  the  outward  policy  of  the  church. 

"  I  do  not  in  these  places,  or  any  other,  advance  the  people 
one  over  another,  much  less  over  their  officers,  in  the  out- 
ward policy  of  the  church,  that  is,  as  he  explains  his  mean- 
ing, in  the  government  of  it.  I  do  everywhere  profess 
the  officers  the  governors,  and  the  people  the  governed 
by  them. 

*'  Neither  do  I  an}^^here  affirm  that  the  people  are  kings, 
or  as  kings  one  over  another,  as  he  chargeth  me.     I  say  in 
one  place,-  that  the  saints  are  not  kings  for  themselves 
alone,  but  for  their  brethren  also  ;  as  they  are  not  priests 
only   for   themselves,    but   for    their   brethren.      And    in 
another  place, t  that  every  one  of  the  faithful  is  a  king,  not 
only  to  himself,  but  to  every  other  member,  as  he  is  a  priest, 
and  a  prophet,  &c.     Here  is  a  king  one  for  another,  and 
one  to  another,  but  not  one  over  another,  much  less  over 
the  officers,  for  government,  in  the  external  policy  of  the 
church.     The  plain  and  simple  truth  then,  is,  whatsoever 
men  either   mistake  of  ignorance,  or  suggest  of  an  evil 
mind,  that  we   do  not  call  the  saints  kings  in  respect  of 
outward  order  and  government,  as  though  they  were  to 
order  and  govern  the  church  in  her  public  affairs,  which  is 
*  Vide  vol.  ii.  page  237.  t  Page  140. 


Hosted  by  Google 


430  THE  EXILES  AND  THEIK  CHURCHES  IN  HOLLAND. 

the  work  of  the  officers  ;  but  as  they  are  partakers  of 
Christ's  kingly  anointing,  by  his  Spirit,  common  to  the 
head  and  the  members,  and  so  kings  by  participation,  and 
endowed  with  kingly  power  for  the  conquering  and  subdu- 
ing of  the  power  of  sin  and  Satan,  not  only  in  themselves, 
but  in  their  brethren  also,  by  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  the 
Word  of  God,  which  they  are  to  minister  unto  them,  as  all 
other  graces  in  their  order. 

"  And  this  meaning  being  held,  it  may  safely  be  taught 
that  they  are  over  one  another,  that  is,  to  watch  one  over 
another,  and  so  askings  to  conquer  their  spiritual  enemies, 
one  in  another  mutually.  But  I  will  rather  insist  upon 
mine  own  words,  "  for  or  to  one  another,"  as  being  most  fit 
to  show  that  communion  of  the  saints  in  this  grace,  as  in 
the  rest,  which  he  also  in  all  equity  should  have  done. 
Ajid  thus  I  will  prove  this  royal  communion  of  the  saints. 
And  for  them  that  make  themselves  merry  herewith,  let 
them  suffer  me  to  speak,  and  when  I  have  spoken,  let 
them  mock  on.  Job  xxi.  8. 

"And  first,  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  place  and  scrip- 
tures which  Mr.  Johnson  notes  in  our  Confession,  to  prove 
Christ  the  only  king  of  his  church,  prove  him  as  well,  and 
that  truly,  to  be  the  only  priest  and  prophet  of  his  church. 
And  if  notwithstanding  his  sole  prophecy  and  priesthood 
peculiar  to  him,  as  the  head,  the  saints  may  be  prophets 
and  priests  as  members,  by  communication,  they  may  also 
be  kings  by  communication,  notwithstanding  his  peculiar 
imperial  power.  And  so  the  Scriptures  testify  that  he  hath 
made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God,  even  his  Father,  and 
so  our  Father.  Rev.  i.  6  ;  and  v.  10. 

"  But  it  will  be  answered,  that  Christ  hath  made  us  kings 
to  resist,  subdue,  and  conquer  our  spiritual  enemies,  sin, 
Satan,  this  world,  and  our  worldly  lusts,  by  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit,  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  in  and 
by  the  same.  Eph.  vi.  11,  17.  I  grant  it,  and  thereupon 
conclude,  that  since  God's  people  are  also  by  the  same 
weapons  and  means  to  resist  and  subdue  the  power  of  sin 
in  their  brethren,  they  are  also  kings  in  the  same  respect 
unto  them. 

"  The  saints  are  Christians,  Acts  xi.  26  ;  Rom.  xiv.  4,  5  ; 
1  Cor.  xii.  27,  and  that  for,  and  in  respect  one  of  another, 
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as  members  under  Christ,  one  of  another,  and  therefore 
kings.  For  to  be  a  Christian  for  another,  is  nothing  else 
but  by  participation  of  Christ's  anointing,  to  be  a  priest,, 
prophet,  and  king  for  another.  Add  unto  this,  that  what- 
soever gi'ace  any  member  of  the  body  hath  received,  it  is 
for  the  use  and  edification  of  the  rest,  and  so  in  order  to  be 
administered  by  him  as  a  good  disposer  of  the  grace  of 
God.  1  Pet.  iv.  10.  And  must  this  royal  grace  then,  which 
the  saints  have  received,  find  no  time  nor  place  for  the 
dispensation  of  it  unto  others  ? 

"  When  a  brother  comes  to  subdue,  and  make  conquest  of 
some  spii'itual  enemy,  or  sin,  appearing  in  his  brother, 
either  privately  or  publicly,  in  his  place  and  order,  he  doth 
this  as  a  fellow-member  and  Christian,  and  so  by  one  of  his 
three  states  and  endowments,  of  priest,  prophet,  or  king 
(for  he  hath  no  office  wherein  he  administereth) ;  but  by 
neither  of  the  two  former,  therefore  by  the  latter,  and  as  a 
king,  and  so  made  by  Christ. 

"  Lastly,  the  people  are,  by  Mr.  Johnson's  own  grant,  to 
choose  their  officers,  as  also  upon  just  occasion  to  depose 
them.  And  this,  as  the  former,  they  do,  not  as  priests  or 
prophets,  and  therefore  by  their  kingly  endowment  from 
and  under  Christ. 

"  And  thus  much  to  prove  the  saints  in  their  communion 
(as  priests  to  offer  up  the  prayers  one  of  another,  and  pro- 
phets to  instruct  one  another,  so  also)  partakei^  of  the 
kingly  dignity  of  Christ,  as  his  members,  for  the  suppress 
ing  and  conquering  of  sin,  appearing  one  in  another,  in 
tliat  order  which  Christ  hath  left.  And  where  do  I  in  all 
this,  as  is  imputed  to  me,  advance  the  people,  as  others  do 
the  prelates,  and  make  them  idols  ?  Do  I  give  them  power 
to  prescribe  and  appoint  other  fonns  of  Gods  worship, 
offices  of  ministry,  canons,  ceremonies,  or  holy  days,  than 
Christ  hath  prescribed  and  appointed?  to  bind  the  con- 
science, by  urging  subscription  ex  animo,  to  their  own 
inventions,  or  to  loose  conscience,  by  dispensations  to  sin, 
as  of  pluralities,  non-residences,  and  the  like  ?  or  that  one 
man  should  set  up  and  pull  down  ministers,  and  excommu- 
nicate and  absolve  both  ministers  and  people  by  his  sole 
authority?  If  another  man  should  thus  have  charged  Mr. 
Johnson,   when   he   maintained  the   same  liberty  of  the 
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brethren,  if  not  greater,  which  I  now  do,  though  it  may  he 
not  under  the  same  terms,  he  would  have  pronounced  it 
blasphemy  in  him.  But  passing  by  his  terms  of  provoca- 
tion and  reproach,  I  come  to  another  exception ;  which  is, 
that  I  make  the  order  of  saints  superior  unto  the  order  of 
officers ;  to  wit,  in  itself,  as  I  there  explain  my  meaning, 
and  not  in  respect  of  government,  as  he  traduceth  me.  I 
know  that  he  which  guideth,  ordereth,  and  directeth 
another,  is  in  that  his  art  and  work,  superior  unto  him  that 
is  so  guided,  ordered,  and  directed.  So  is  the  pilot  in 
guiding  the  ship,  superior  and  above  all  the  passengers  in 
it,  though  the  king  and  his  council.  So  is  the  physician, 
in  ordering  the  king's  body ;  as  is  also  the  meanest  guide 
in  leading  and  directing  him,  and  his  army  royal,  in 
unknown  places.  So  are  the  officers  superior  to  the  church 
in  their  art,  or  work  of  government,  which  is  the  opening 
and  applying  of  the  Scriptures  to  the  use  and  direction  of 
the  church ;  but  as  this  is  done  by  them,  in  an  order  of 
service,  and  not  of  lordship,  so  I  judge,  and  call  them 
inferior.  And  so  in  my  book,  I  make  them  equal  in  their 
persons,  as  saints,  superior  in  the  word  they  minister,  and 
in  the  place  of  God ;  not  so  in  their  order  of  servants, 
wherein  they  minister,  but  inferior.''-'' 

"  My  reasons  there  brought  to  prove  mine  affirmation, 
because  he  here  meddles  not  with,  I  also  forbear  in  this 
place  to  confirm;  only  a  few  words  of  one  of  them,  upon 
which  the  next  and  last  exception  dependeth.  Which  is, 
that  the  order  of  church  officers  is  inferior  to  the  order  of 
the  saints,  because  their  order  is  an  order  of  service, 
2  Chron.  xxxv.  3  ;  Numb.  xvi.  9  ;  Ezek.  xliv.  11  ;  2  Cor.  iv.  5, 
and  servants  unto  the  saints  of  the  church.  I  know  kings 
maybe  said  to  serve  their  people,  and  so  to  become  their 
servants  ;  but  this  is  only  in  resjDect  of  their  love  towards 
them,  and  care  for  them;  but  not  in  res2:)ect  of  their  order, 
which  is  a  lordship  and  kingship,  by  which  they  reign  over 
their  people,  as  their  servants  and  subjects.  The  like  may 
be  said  of  Christ  himself,  as  that  he  served  his  disciples, 
and  became  as  a  servant,  ^-c.  And  for  that  it  must  be  con- 
sidered, that  as  in  the  things  wherein  he  did  thus  serve, 
and  become  as  a  seiwant,  he  did  in  his  love  make  himself 
*   Vide  vol.  ii.,  Justilication,  &c.,  pages  228—230. 
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inferior  to  his  disciples,  and  preferred  them  before  himself; 
as  in  giving  his  life  a  ransom  for  many,  Matt.  xx.  28  ;  in 
being  as  he  that  serveth  at  the  table  whereat  his  disciples 
sat,  Luke  xxii.  27,  in  which  respect  he  expressly  teacheth 
them  to  be  gi'eater  than  liimself ;  and  in  washing  then-  feet 
as  they  sat  at  supper,  John  xiii.  4,  5  ;  so  was  not  his  order 
an  order  of  service  in  itself,  bat  of  headship  and  kingship, 
which  if  our  church  officers  could  prove  their  order  to  be, 
w^e  would  then  aclaiowledge  it  indeed  superior  to  the  order 
of  saints.  But  their  order  being  merely  an  order  of  ser- 
vants, methinks  common  sense  should  serve  to  judge  the 
same  inferior  to  the  order  of  the  church,  whose  sen^ants 
under  Christ  they  are. 

"  I  add  in  my  book,*  that  the  officers  being  by  their  order 
servants,  the  church  may,  in  that  relation,  be  called  a  lord; 
not  for  the  governing  of  them  in  the  outward  policy  and 
affairs  in  the  church,  as  he  injuriously  collects,  but  as  they 
are  for  the  church's  use  and  service,  which  he  conceals, 
though  I  expressly  so  note  in  the  same  place;  as  also  that 
the  same  church  servants  are  church  governors  ;  the  govern- 
ment of  the  church  being  a  mere  service.  And  for  the 
thing.  If  the  officers  be  to  be  called  servants  to  the  church, 
what  is  the  church  to  be  called  to  the  officers?  A  servant 
is  a  relative,  and  must  have  a  correlative  ;  and  I  would 
know  by  what  name  he  would  call  it,  if  not  by  the  name  of 
lord,  master,  mistress,  or  the  like.  And  if  he  deny  this,  he 
takes  away  from  men  the  use  of  common  reason  and  under- 
standing. Let  the  servants  know,  yea,  though  stewards,  as 
are  the  church  officers,  and  so  betrusted  with  the  govern- 
ment in  a  special  manner,  that  the  wife  of  their  lord  and 
master  is  a  degree  above  them,  and  so  to  be  acknowledged 
by  them,  lest  they  not  only  wrong  her,  but  provoke  him 
to  wrath. 

"  Lastly,  because  he  imj^utes  new  doctrine  to  me,  I  will 
note  down  the  doctrine  of  some  few  others,  both  more 
ancient  and  more  worthy  of  respect  than  myself 

"  Musculus,  in  his  Commentaries  upon  1  Cor.  iii.  22 — 24, 

'Let  no  man  glory  in  men,  for  all  are  yours,'  c'^c,  saith  thus  : 

'  Is  it  not  absurd  that  the  greater,  to  wit,  the  church,  should 

gloiy  in  the  less,f  to  wit,  the  officers  ;  the  lord  or  master  in 

*  Yol.  ii.  page  23G.  f  Major  in  niiiiore. 
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the  servant  ? '  *  And  in  this  sense,  saith  be  further,  *  The  per- 
verseness  of  the  false  apostles  is  noted,  who  when  they  were 
servants  of  the  church,  did  make  of  a  mistress,!  or  dame, 
a  servant,  and  of  servants,  lords.  And  again,  the  foolish- 
ness of  the  church  is  taxed,  who  when  they  were  lords  I  of 
their  ministers,  gloried  in  their  servants.' 

"  Bullinger,  upon  the  same  place,  ver.  21,  saith  thus  :  '  So 
great  is  the  dignity  of  them  that  believe,  that  God  hath 
subjected  all  things  unto  them.  It  is  therefore  gi-eat  folly 
if  the  lord  §  of  things  subject  himself  to  the  things,'  &c. 

"  Parens,  Professor,  of  Heidelberg,  in  his  Commentaries 
upon  the  same  scripture,  reproving  the  church's  glorying 
in  Paul,  Cephas,  &c.,  and  quoting  2  Cor.  iv.  5,  'We  preach 
^ot  ourselves,  but  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  and  ourselves 
your  sei-vants,  for  Jesus  sake,'  saith  thus :  '  It  is  not  meet 
that  the  lord  should  glory  in  his  serv^ant ;  we  are  your  ser- 
vants, therefore,'  &:c.|l 

"  All  these,  and  many  more  call  the  church  expressly  a 
lord,  in  the  very  same  relation  with  me;  and  yet  I  suppose, 
never  man  challenged  them  for  making  an  idol  of  it,  or 
setting  up  a  lordly  government ;  neither  would  IMr.  John- 
son me,  had  he  not  been  immoderately  jealous  for  the 
officers'  dignity. 

"  John  Robikson."  IT 

The  Leyclen  church  continued  in  imbroken  fellowship, 
till  the  embarkation  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  in  1620.  The 
numbers  continued  to  diminish  by  successive  emigrations 
and  removals.  The  few  members  who  sm-^'ived  the  death 
of  Mr.  Pvobinson  in  1625,  found  tlieir  way  across  the 
Atlantic,  and  thus  the  church  at  Leyden  became  extinct, 
only  to  arise  in  greater  vigour  and  power  on  the  distant 
shores  of  the  new-found  world. 

The   CJiurch  Pnnciples   and  Regulations  of  the  Exiled 
Churches. 

As  a  defined  and  invariable  form  of  church  order  is  not 
exhibited  or  enjoined  in  the  New  Testament,  it  would  be 
interesting   to   leam    how   Congregationahsm   first   deve- 

*  Dominus.  t  Domina.  J  Domini.  §  Dominii*. 

II  Non  convenit  Domiiium  gloriari  iii  seryo  suo,  &c. 
1i  Vide  Ains worth's  Animadversion,  pages  111—117. 
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loped  itself  in  the  religious  services  of  the  exiles  and 
pilgrims.  Happily  T^e  are  at  no  loss  on  tliis  subject 
Clyfton,  Bradford,  Eobinson,  and  Prince  have  furnished 
infoiTuation  respecting  the  principles  and  forms  of  worship 
adopted  by  the  churches  at  Amsterdam,  at  Leyden,  and 
by  the  first  Congregational  chm-ch  in  Plymouth,  New 
England. 

1.  Amsterdam. 

The  venerable  Mr.  Clyfton,  colleague  of  Mr.  Johnson 
in  ihe  pastorship  of  the  chiu*ch  at  Arnsterdam,  thus  de- 
scribes the  order  of  theii'  worship  : — 

"1.  Prayer  and  giving  of  thanks  by  the  pastor  or  teacher. 

"  '2.  The  Scriptures  are  read,  two  or  three  chapters,  as 
time  serves,  with  a  brief  explanation  of  their  meaning. 

"3.  The  pastor  or  teacher  then  takes  some  passage  of 
Scripture,  and  expounds  and  enforces  it. 

"  4.  The  sacraments  are  administered. 

"  5.  Some  of  the  Psalms  of  David  are  sung  by  the  whole 
congregation,  both  before  and  after  the  exercise  of  the 
Word. 

"  6.  Collection  is  then  made,  as  each  one  is  able,  for  the 
support  of  the  officers  and  the  poor."- 

To  this  order  of  their  seiwice  may  be  appended  Brad- 
ford's Enumeration  of  Church  Officers,  as  given  in  his 
Dialogues,  t 

''  Truly  there  were  in  them  (the  chiu'ches  at  Amsterdam 
and  Leyden)  many  Avorthy  men  ;  and  if  you  had  seen  them 
in  their  beauty  and  order,  as  we  have  done,  you  would  have 
been  much  affected  therewith,  we  dare  say.  At  Amsterdam, 
before  their  division  and  breach,  they  were  about  three 
hundred  communicants  ;  and  they  had  for  their  pastor  and 
teacher  those  two  eminent  men  before  named  (Johnson 
and  Ainsworth);  and,  in  our  time,  fom'  grave  men  for 
ruling  elders,  and  three  able  and  godly  men  for  deacons, 
and  one  ancient  widow  for  a  deaconness,  who  did  them 
service  many  years,  though  she  was  sixty  years  of  age 
when  she  was  chosen.  She  honoured  her'^place,  and  was 
an  ornament  to  the  congregation.     She  usually  sat  in  a 

*  An  Advertisement  concemiaig  a  Book,  &c.,  bv  Rickard  Clyfton. 
1612.     4  to.     Amsterdam, 
t  Young's  Cki'onicles,  page  455. 
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convenient  place  in  the  congregation,  T^'ith  a  little  birchen 
rod  in  her  hand,  and  kept  little  children  in  great  awe  from 
disturbing  the  congregation.  She  did  frequently  visit  the 
sick  and  weak,  and  especially  women;  and,  as  there  was 
need,  called  out  maids  and  young  women  to  watch  and  do 
them  other  helps,  as  their  necessities  did  require;  and  if 
they  were  poor,  she  Avould  gather  relief  for  them  of  those 
that  were  able,  or  acquaint  the  deacons :  and  she  was 
obeyed  as  a  mother  in  Israel,  and  an  officer  of  Christ." 

This  distinction  of  officers — pastors,  teachers,  ruling 
elders,  deacons,  and  deaconesses — doubtless  obtained,  as 
far  as  practicable,  in  the  other  churches  of  the  exiles;  and 
is  in  exact  accordance  with  Eobinson's  ideal  of  a  complete 
church,  as  described  in  his  Catechism.- 

2.    Ley  den. 

It  has  been  seenf  "that  Mr.  Robinson,  and  a  consider- 
able portion  of  his  companions  from  Scrooby,  removed, 
after  a  few  months'  residence,  from  Amsterdam  to  Leyden, 
and  organized  themselves  into  a  distinct  society,  over 
which  he  was  ordained  as  their  pastor.  I  The  constitution 
and  officers  of  the  church  would  be  according  to  the  Am- 
sterdam model,  so  far  as  circumstances  would  allow. 

A  passage  from  the  "Dialogues"  will  illustrate  the 
order  of  the  Leyden  church: — 

"And  for  the  church  at  Leyden,  they  (the  members) 
were  sometimes  not  much  fewer  in  number,  nor  at  all 
inferior  in  able  men,  though  they  had  not  so  many  officers 
as  the  other ;  for  they  had  but  one  ruling  elder  with  their 
pastor,  a  man  well-approved  (]Mr.  Brewster)  and  of  great 
integrity;  also  they  had  three  able  men  for  deacons.  And 
that  which  was  a  crown  to  them,  they  lived  together  in 
love  and  peace  all  their  days,  without  any  considerable 
differences  or  any  disturbance,  that  grew  thereby,  but 
such  as  was  easily  healed  in  love ;  and  so  they  continued 
until,  with  mutual  consent,  they  removed  into  New  Eng- 
land. And  what  their  condition  hath  been  since,  some  of 
you  that  are  of  their  children  do  see  and  can  tell.     Many 

*    F?VZ^  Question  li  in  Catecliism,  page  420,  supra. 
f   Vide  Appendix  ii.,  page  4GC,  sujjra, 
X   Vide  vol.  i.,  page  4G3. 
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woiiihy  and  able  men  there  were  in  both  places  (Amsterdani 
and  LeydenJ,  who  lived  and  died  in  obscurity  in  respect  of 
the  world,  as  private  Christians,  yet  were  they  precious  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  also  in  the  eyes  of  such  as  knew 
them;  w^hose  virtues  we  w^ish  such  of  you  as  are  theu* 
children,  do  follow  and  imitate. "'•' 

Further  light  is  thrown  on  the  histor}^  of  the  Leyden 
worship  and  order  by  Eobinson  and  Brewster's  Letters  to 
Sir  John  Wolstenholme,  on  the  subject  of  their  proposed 
emigration  to  America. 

Sir  John  was  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  council 
of  the  Virginia  Company,  and  was  anxious  to  know  the 
religious  opinions  and  practices  of  the  community  over 
whom  Eobinson  and  Brewster  presided,  and  Avherein  their 
practices  differed  from  those  of  the  reformed  churches  in 
Holland,  France,  Sec.  Insinuations  had  been  thrown  out 
affecting  their  orthodoxy  and  loyalty,  which  Sir  John  was 
desirous  of  disproving,  if  possible,  b}^  statements  from  the 
ministers  of  the  Leyden  emigrants. 

"  To  SiK  John  Wolstenholme, — 
''  Eight  Worshipful, — ^Yith  due  acknowledgment  of  our 
thankfulness  for  your  singular  care  and  pains  in  the  busi- 
ness of  Virginia,  for  our  and  (we  hope)  the  common  good, 
we  do  remember  our  humble  duties  unto  you,  and  have 
sent,  as  is  desired,  a  further  explanation  of  our  judgments 
on  the  three  points  specified  by  some  of  His  Majesty's 
honourable  privy  council.  And  although  it  be  grievous 
unto  us,  that  such  unjust  insinuations  are  made  against 
us,  yet  we  are  most  glad  of  the  occasion  of  making  our 
just  purgation  unto  the  so  honourable  personages.  The 
Declarations  we  have  sent  enclosed :  the  one  more  brief 
and  general,  which  we  think  the  fitter  to  be  presented  ;  the 
other  something  more  large,  and  in  which  we  express  some 
small  accidental  differences,  which,  if  it  seem  good  to  you 
and  other  of  your  worship  s  friends,  you  may  send  instead 
of  the  former.  Our  prayer  unto  God  is,  tliat  your  worship 
may  see  the  fruit  of  your  worthy  endeavom's,  which  on  our 
part  we  shall  not  fail  to  further  by  all  good  means.  And 
so  praying  you  would  with  all  conveniency  that  may  be, 
*  Young's  ClironiclGS,  page  456. 
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give  ns  knowledge  of  the  success  of  the  business  with  His 
Majesty's  Privy  Council,  and  accordingly  what  your  further 
pleasure  is,  either  for  our  direction  or  furtherance  in  the 
same  :  so  we  rest. 

*'  Your  worship's  in  all  duty, 

"  John  Kobinson, 
"  William  Brewster. 
"  Ley  den,  January  27,  1617.     Old  style.'' 

'^Declaration,  No.  1. 

"  Touching  the  ecclesiastical  ministry,  namely  of  pas- 
tors for  teaching,  elders  for  ruling,  and  deacons  for  dis- 
tributing the  church's  contribution,  as  also  for  the  two 
sacraments,  Baptism,  and  tlie  Lord's  Supper,  we  do  wholly 
and  in  all  points  agree  with  the  French  Eeformed  Churches, 
according  to  their  Public  Confession  of  Faith  :  though  some 
small  differences. 

The  Oath  of  Supremacy  we  shall  willingly  take,  if  it  be 
required  of  us,  if  that  convenient  satisfaction  be  not  given 
by  our  taking  the  Oath  of  Allegiance. 

'*  John  Piobinson, 

"  WlLLIAM  Br.EWSTER." 

"  Declaration,  No.  2. 

"  Touching  the  ecclesiastical  ministry,  namely  of  pastors 
for  teaching,  elders  for  ruling,  and  deacons  for  distributing 
the  church's  contribution,  as  also  for  the  two  sacraments, 
Baptism,  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  we  agree  in  all  things 
with  the  French  Reformed  Churches,  according  to  their 
Public  Confession  of  Faith  :  though  some  small  diiferences 
be  to  be  found  in  our  practices,  not  at  all  in  the  substance 
of  the  things,  but  only  in  some  accidental  circumstances  : 
as, 

*'  1.  Their  ministers  do  pray  with  their  heads  covered  : 
we  uncovered. 

"  2.  We  choose  none  for  governing  elders,  but  such  as 
are  able  to  teach  :  which  ability  they  do  not  require. 

'*  3.  Their  elders  and  deacons  are  annual,  or  at  the  most 
for  two  or  three  years  :  ours  perpetual. 

''  4.  Our  elders  do  administer  their  office  in  admonitions 
and  excommunications,  for  public  scandal,  publicly  and 
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before  the  congregation  :  theirs,  more  privately,  and  in  their 
consistories. 

'*5.  We  do  administer  baptism  only  to  such  infants  as 
whereof  the  one  parent,  at  the  least,  is  of  some  church,  which 
some  of  their  churches  do  not  observe  :  although  in  it  our 
practice  accords  with  their  Public  Confession,  and  the  judg- 
ment of  the  most  learned  amongst  them. 

'*  Other  differences,  worthy  mentioning^  we  know  none. 
"  Subscribed, 

"  John  Robtn-son, 

"  William  Bkewstee."* 

3.  PlymoutJi. 

The  church  at  Leyden  was  the  mother-church  of  the 
Pilgrims  at  Plymouth,  New  England.  During  the  life 
of  Mr.  nobinson,  and  the  continuance  of  the  church 
at  Leyden,  the  two  societies  were  essentially  one.  The 
Pilgrims  did  not  establish  a  new  organization  :  they  went 
out  according  to  mutual  agreement  as  an  "  absolute  chui'ch 
of  themselves  "  already  constituted,  being  only  a  branch  of 
the  church  still  remaining  in  Holland.  So  identical  were 
the  churches,  that  it  was  agreed  that  such  members  of  the 
abeady  existing  church  as  should  go  to  America  or  return, 
should  be  '*  reputed  as  members,  without  farther  dismission 
or  testimonial,"  and  therefore  entitled  at  once  to  take  their 
places  at  the  sacramental  board,  and  to  exercise  their  rights 
in  the  meetings  of  the  church. 

Originally  one  in  the  members  of  which  the  churches 
were  composed,  they  continued  to  be  essentially  one  in 
rehgious  sentiment,  and  ecclesiastical  practices. 

Dr.  Cheever,  in  his  interesting  work,  entitled  "  The 
Pilgrim  Fathers,"  has  given  a  summaiy  of  the  constitutional 
principles  of  this  first  chm'ch  of  Christ,  in  New  England, 
as  detailed  more  at  large  by  Mr.  Prince  in  his  ''  New  Eng- 
land Chronology." 

A  similai'  representation  of  the  chm-ch  order  and  worship 
of  the  Pilgrim  Church,  is  given  by  i\Ir.  Punchard,  in  his 
'*  Histoiy  of  Congregationalism,"  from  about  a.d.  250  to 
1616. 

*  Vide  Bradford's  History  of  the  Plymouth.  Colony,  in  Yoiuig's 
Clu'onicles,  i3ages  63 — 65. 
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The  following  is  Dr.  Cheever's  enumeration  of  the  church 
principles  and  regulations  of  the  Plymouth  church,  and 
which  are  substantially  those  of  the  original  churches  at 
Leyden  and  Amsterdam  : — 

"1.  That  no  particular  church  ought  to  consist  of  more 
members  than  can  convenientl}^  w^atch  over  one  another, 
and  usually  meet  and  worship  in  one  congregation. 

"2.  That  every  particular  church  of  Christ  is  only  to 
consist  of  such  as  appear  to  believe  in  and  obey  him. 

"  3.  That  any  competent  number  of  such,  when  their 
consciences  oblige  them,  have  a  right  to  embody  into  a 
church  for  their  mutual  edification. 

"4.  That  this  embodying  is  by  some  certain  contract  or 
covenant,  either  expressed  or  implied,  though  it  ought  to 
be  by  the  former. 

"  5.  That  being  embodied,  they  have  a  right  of  choosing 
all  their  officers. 

*'  6.  That  the  officers  appointed  by  Christ  for  this  em- 
bodied church,  are,  in  some  respects,  of  three  sorts  ;  in 
others,  but  two  :  namely, 

"(1.)  Pastors,  or  teaching  elders,  w^Jio  have  the  power 
both  of  overseeing,  teaching,  administering  the  sacraments, 
and  ruling  too,  and  being  chiefly  to  give  themselves  to 
studying,  teaching,  and  the  spiritual  care  of  the  flock,  are 
therefore  to  be  maintained. 

"  Mere  ruling  elders,  who  are  to  help  the  pastors  in  over- 
seeing and  ruling,  that  their  offices  be  not  temporary,  as 
among  the  Dutch  and  French  Churches,  but  continual ; 
and  being  also  qualified  in  some  degree  to  teach,  they  are  to 
teach  only  occasionally,  through  necessity,  or  in  their  pas- 
tor's absence,  or  illness;  but  being  not  to  give  themselves 
to  study  or  teaching,  they  have  no  need  of  maintenance. 

"  That  the  elders  of  both  sorts  form  the  presbytery  of 
overseers  and  rulers,  which  should  be  in  every  particular 
church  ;  and  are  in  Scripture  called,  sometimes  presbyters, 
or  elders;  sometimes  bishops,  or  overseers;  and  some- 
times  rulers. 

"(2.)  Deacons,  who  are  to  take  care  of  the  poor,  and  of 
the  church's  treasure ;  to  distribute  for  the  support  of  the 
pastor,  the  supply  of  the  needy,  the  propagation  of  religion, 
and  to  minister  at  the  Lord's  table,  &c. 
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"  7.  That  these  officers,  being  chosen  and  ordained, 
have  no  lordly,  arbitrary,  or  imposing  power,  bat  can  only 
rule  and  minister  with  the  consent  of  the  brethren. 

"  8.  That  no  churches,  or  church  officers  w^hatever,  have 
any  power  over  any  church  or  officers,  to  control  or  impose 
upon  them ;  but  are  equal  in  their  rights  and  privileges, 
and  ought  to  be  independent  in  the  exercise  and  enjoyment 
of  them. 

"  9.  As  to  church  administrations,  they  held  that  baptism 
is  a  seal  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  should  be  dispensed 
only  to  visible  believers,  with  their  unadult  children ;  and 
this  in  primitive  purity,  as  in  the  times  of  Christ  and  his 
apostles,  without  the  sign  of  the  cross,  or  any  other  in- 
vented ceremony.  And  that  the  church  or  its  officers  have 
no  authority  to  inflict  any  penalties  of  a  temporal  nature  ; 
excommunication  being  wdioUy  spiritual,  in  a  rejection  of 
the  scandalous  from  the  communion  of  the  church. 

"  10.  Aiid  lastly,  as  for  holy  days.  They  were  very  strict 
for  the  observation  of  the  Lord's-day;  in  a  pious  memory 
of  the  incarnation,  birth,  death,  resurrection,  ascension, 
and  benefits  of  Christ ;  as  also  solemn  fastings  and  thanks- 
giving, as  the  state  of  2^1'ovidence  requires.  But  all  other 
times  not  prescribed  in  Scripture,  they  utterly  relinquished. 
And,  as  in  general,  they  could  not  conceive  anything  a  part 
of  Christ's  religion,  which  he  has  not  required,  the}^  there- 
fore renounced  all  human  right  of  inventing,  and  much 
less  of  imposing  it  on  others." 

"  These,"  says  Mr.  Prince,  "were  the  main  principles  of 
that  scriptural  and  religious  liberty,  for  Avhich  this  people 
suffered  in  England,  fled  to  Holland,  traversed  the  ocean, 
and  sought  a  dangerous  retreat  in  these  remote  and  savage 
deserts  of  North  America  ;  that  here  they  might  fully  enjoy 
them,  and  leave  them  to  their  last  posteiity."-!^ 

*  Vide  Prince's  jSTew  England  Chronology,  part  iv.,  sect.  1,  pages 
91 — 93.  Cheevcr's  Pilgrim  Fathers,  pageV  160 — 104.  Pimclnu*d' s 
Ilistory  of  Congregationalism,  jDages  361 — 363. 
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Absalom,  sin  of,  illustrative  of  God's  decrees,  i.  278 — 280. 

Actions,  God  the  author  of,  but  not  of  sinfulness  in,  i.  293  :  sinful, 
suffered,  but  not  decreed  by  God,  27G  ;  lawful,  become  sinful  by 
their  misapplication,  295  :  twojkinds,  personal  and  ecclesiastical, 
iii.  104. 

Acts  of  Parliament  agamst  Nonconformists  enumerated,  iii.  451. 

Adam  in  innocence,  the  g^ace  of  perseyerance  gives  an  advantage 
over,  to  the  godly,  i.  29  :  fall  and  sin  of,  iii.  242  :  connexion 
between,  and  God's  decrees,  i.  274,  275  :  mysterious  beyond 
human  comprehension,  proof  of,  275  :  left  to  himself,  God's  de- 
cree, 280  ;  grace  would  have  preserved  him,  284  :  the  object  of 
his  creation,  good  only,  284  :  immutable  in  holiness,  could  he 
have  been  made  ?  285 — 288  :  sin  of,  illustrated  by  David's  adul- 
tery, Joab's  murder,  293:  did  infants  sin  in.?  403;  possessed 
freedom  of  will  after  his  fall,  iii.  245  :  not  a  private  person,  246  : 
left  to  himself,  as  all  are  who  sin  agaiast  God,  256. 

Adultery,  a  base  sin,  i.  241. 

Afaictions,  their  cause,  i.  139  :  reasons  why  sent,  140  :  their  con- 
nexion with  the  Gospel  dispensation,  140  :  of  Christians,  cha- 
racter of,  141,  142  :  specific  cases,  caution  in  applying  Scriptm-e 
to,  required,  142  :  sometimes  the  greatest  happiness,  143,  144. 

Age,  characterized  by  ignorance,  contemptible,  i.  253. 

Agapemone  near  Taunton,  identical  with  Familists,  i.  390,  note. 

Ainsworth,  Henry,  biographical  notice  of,  ui.  462. 

Allen,  Rev.  W.,  D.D.,  on  Descendants  of  Robinson,  i.  Ixxi. 

Ames,  Dr.,  general  biographical  sketch  of,  iii.  84.       ^  ^ 

Amsterdam,  the  Congregational  Church  at,  notice  of,  iii.  339,  459  :  its 
divisions,  460  :  controversy  at,  respecting  Baptism,  peculiar, 
461  :  letter  of,  to  the  church  at  Leyden,  467  :  another,  468  : 
forms  of  conducting  public  worship  at,  485. 

Anger,  when  ^vrong,  i.  225  :  identical  mth  madness,  except  as  it 
respects  duration,  226  ;  branded  by  God,  characteristic  of  a  fool, 
227  :  preservatives  against,  227,  228. 

Antiquity,  true,  i.  e.  the  Word  of  God,  to  be  followed,  ii.  34. 
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Aj^pearance,  that  by  wliicli  men  judge,  i.  183  :  a  rule  by  wliich  men 
should  act,  18i  :  of  e^il,  to  be  avoided,  184  :  without  reality, 
blameworthy,  18o. 

Apostacy  in  general,  i.  389  :  Hjmieneus  (1  Tim.  i.  19,  and  2  Tim. 
ii.  17),  Antichrist,  (1  Jolin  ii.  26,  &c.),  illustrations  of,  i.  391. 

Apostles,  peculiar  officers,  ii.  145  :  commission  extraordinars',  155  : 
did  not  constitute  the  chm-ch,  200  :  not  ordained  by  laying  on 
of  hands,  438. 

Apostolic  succession  from  Home  ;  the  Church  of  England,  holding  its 
ministry  from  Rome,  inconsistent  in  separating  from,  ii.  413,  424, 
430  :  makes  the  minister  lord  of  the  church,  432  :  consequences 
and  absiu'ditics  of,  433  :  overthrows  itself,  433  :  who  ordains  the 
pope?  434:  Timothy  and  Titus  did  not  succeed  the  apostles, 
164. 

Arundel,  Hev.  John,  Pastor  of  Church  at  Southwark,  iii.  453. 

Assemblies,  parish,  not  of  God,  iii.  126. 

Atheists,  various  kinds  of,  i.  68  :  atheism  and  idolatry,  68  :  the  cha- 
racters that  adopt  atheism,  68. 

Authority,  province  of,  i.  53  :  human,  of  little  value  unless  it  be 
that  of  inspired  men,  50^  57  :  that  of  God,  how  set  aside,  57  : 
civil,  to  be  obeyed  and  how,  ii.  17  :  of  the  magistrate,  ]3i'edonii- 
nant  in  the  Church  of  England,  39  :  to  preach,  administer  sacra- 
ments, censiu-es,  discussed,  129 — 131  :  to  choose  deacons  and 
elders,  153  :  supposed  miscliief  of  its  being  solely  vested  in  the 
church,  211 — 216  :  opinions  of  reformers  and  others  resj^ecting, 
viz.  of  Paphuntius,  Tertullian,  Cyprian,  Austin,  Jerome,  Deme- 
trius, Peter  Martyi",  Bucer,  Eastiugius,  Beza,  Hooper,  Fox, 
Cartwright  and  Jacob,  218 — 221  :  popular  confusion  alleged  to 
be  incident  to,  222. 

Baptism  in  general,  i.  415  :  of  infants.  Scripture  authority  for,  416  ; 
iii.  211,  216:  reasons  why  not  more  plauily  and  expressly 
spoken  of,  216:  outward  and  inward ;  instiuices  of  the  outward 
baptism,  conferred  without  the  inward,  i.  417:  proof  against 
infant  baptism  refuted,  419  :  proof  for,  adduced,  420  :  connexion 
of  repentance  with,  421:  children  "clean,"  a  proof  of,  422: 
into  Moses,  426  :  of  households,  427  :  Clnist  commanding  infants 
to  be  brought  to  him,  428  :  ijifant  circumcision,  430  :  Abrahamic 
covenant,  431  :  two  seeds  of  Abraham,  432  :  new  and  better 
covenant,  Abraham  the  father  of  the  faithful,  440  :  la^\-ful  and 
unlaA\-ful  administration  of,  445  :  church  membership  not  by, 
447  :  chmx-hcs  not  constituted  by,  449  :  instances  of,  before  the 
hrst  Christian  church  was  constituted,  450  :  extreme  views  of, 
rebidvcd,  451  :  to  be  administered  by  official  persons,  452  :  John's 
extraordinary,  454  :  the  apostolic  commission  not  authorising 
non-official  persons  to  administer,  455  :  an  othcial  act,  457": 
duty  of  the  church  when  without  officers,  in  respect  to,  461 — 471  : 
the  design  of,  ii.  28  ;  and  the  ministry,  difference  between,  415 — 
418  :    effect  of,  458  :  administi-ation  of,  to  whom,  iii.   17 — 19  : 
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that  outwardly  received  in  England  lawfully  retained,  164  :  not 
the  mode  or  means  of  union  with.  Christ,  166  :  not  admission  to 
the  church,  167  :  self-baptism  performed  by  Mr.  Smyth  at  Am- 
sterdam, deemed  essential  to  the  formation  of  a  church  and  the 
exercise  of  social  prayer^  168,  169  :  a  church  not  constituted  by, 
180  :  re-baptism  required  on  re-admission  into  the  church,  180  ; 
has  two  parts*  the  sign  and  the  thing  signified,  183  :  the  outward 
Talid  where  the  inward  is  not,  184  :  is  in  the  place  of  circumci- 
sion, 187:  Romish,  192:  household,  222:  the  Dutch  practice 
by  affusion,  i.  452 :  first  English  Baptists  in  Holland  did  not 
practise  immersion,  iii.  461. 

Barrowe,  Henry.     [See  notice  of,  iii.  439.] 

Believers,  all  transgressions  persevered  in,  separate  from,  iii.  353. 

Bishops,  spoken  of  in  Scripture  as  over  particular  churches,  and  not 
otherwise,  416  :  over  many  fiocks,  a  device  of  Anticlirist,  138, 
1 39  ;  prelatical,  usurp  all  the  rights  and  liberties  Christ  gave  his 
church,  140  :  work  of,  according  to  the  New  Testament,  ex- 
cluded by  the  parochial  system,  142  :  how  regarded  by  the 
Scotch,  418. 

Books,  the  best  counsellors,  because  sincere  and  impartial,  i.  96  :  the 
will  of  God  in,  the  advantage  of,  i.  107 — 109  :  service-book,  an 
idol,  iii.  132. 

Browne,  Kev.  Bobert.     [-See  notice  of,  iii.  457.] 

Catechism  by  Bev.  J.  Bobinson,  iii.  421 :  notice  of  by  Editor,  342  : 
titles  of,  344. 

Canne,  John.     [See  notice  of,  iii.  449.] 

Childi-en,  education  of,  i.  242  :  oneness  of  ^Yitb.  their  parents  contem-  • 
plated  in  God's  covenant,  243  :  in  charge  of  mothers  in  earlier,  of 
fathers  in  riper  years,  244  :  surroimdedby  dangers,  244  :  diseases 
of  body,  so  those  of  mind  hereditary,  245  :  love  to,  how  sho^oi, 
246  :  discipline  of,  its  kind,  246,  247  :  how  to  secure  the  obedi- 
ence of,  247  :  disposition  and  spirit  of  must  be  discovered  by 
parents,  248  :  partial  affection  of  parents  for  some  of,  wrong, 
249  :  those  who  honour  parents,  promises  to,  250. 

Church,  two  or  three  constitute,  ii.  131 — 139,  439  :  its  members 
must  be  holy,  iii.  66,  126  :  officers  of,  what  qualifies  for,  ii.  132, 
146,  148  :  duty  of,  ii.  147  :  a  company  of  faithful  covenanting 
people,  form,  eight  reasons  for,  132—136  :  all  ministrations  vested 
in,  137 — 139  :  popular  constitution  of,  139 — 142  :  ministers  of, 
interpreters  of  God's  laws,  camiot  receive  civil  titles,  143:  elder- 
ship  of,  its  character,  144 :  testimony  of  Scriptui'e  concerning, 

145 160:    church  matters  may  originate  with  private  members, 

148 150 :  ministers  of,  their  duty,  155 :  "Tell  the  church, "  mean- 
ing of,  179  :  censures  of,  184  :  order  of,  186  :  its  power  of  bind- 
ing and  loosing,  190,  201  :  perfect  i-ule  of  discipline  in,^  Matt. 
xvui.  :  discipline  of,  consistent  with  the  power  of  the  magistrate, 
193  :  governors  of,  195  :  word  "  church"  used  figuratively,  216  :^ 
its  duty  to  its  officers,  224  :  clergy  not  above  the  condition  of 
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coirmion  Chiistians  in,  229  :  its  power  and  tlieii-  exercise  not 
identical,  235  :  its  members  haye  a  right  to  judge  in  clmrch 
matters,  235:  relationsliip  of  officers  and  members  in,  237:  sepa- 
ration from,  on  what  groimd  justified,  259  :  the  materials  of  a 
true  chui'ch,  284,  292  :  the  question.  May  it  include  the  ungodly? 
examined,  321 — 323  :  false  analogies  and  reasonings  on  this 
subject,  325 — 327  :  admission  of  unconverted  persons  into,  a 
fatal  error,  486:  visible  form  of,  327  :  properties  and  privileges 
of,  358  :  power  of  excommunication  in,  to  whom  it  belongs,  367  : 
reasons  for,  in  a  true  church,  368  :  an  ordinance,  like  preaching 
the  Gos]3el,  369  :  rights  and  powers  of,  enumerated,  448 — 450  : 
in  a  false,  conversion  possible,  458  :  pre-requisites  for  the  form- 
ation of,  473 — 480  :  no  visible  church,  except  particular  congre- 
fijations,  338  :  acts  of,  the  brethi'en  join  equally  ^viih  the  officers 
in,  449  :  should  not  consist  of  more  than  can  conveniently  meet 
together  in  one  place,  iii.  13  :  universal,  or  catholic,  true  meaning 
of,  16:  cannot  be  called  ^dsible,  14:  discipline  of,  conducted 
not  by  the  elders  but  by  the  body  of  the  faithful,  37 — i3  :  not 
separated  £i-om  the  world,  involves  a  profane  error,  129  :  false 
and  true,  173,  176  :  in  what  senses  it  may  be  false,  348  :  Cluist 
did  not  gather  and  form  a  chiu'ch,  487  :  but  the  ajDostles  did, 
ii.  487  :  Dutch  and  French  reformed,  formed  on  tliC  prhici]ple  of 
sei:)aration,  iii.  128. 

Chiu'ch  of  England,  a  compound  of  error  and  truth,  ii.  5,  6  :  impui-it^'- 
and  errors  of,  forbidding  communion  mth,  12  :  reasons  why 
many  ministers  remain  in,  14  :  testimony  of  various  VTiters  ad- 
duced as  to  her  i^opish  character,  81  :  bishops  of,  anticliristian, 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by,  in  ordination,  91,  92  :  an  idol,  ii.  100  : 
its  constituents  compared  with  those  of  Corinth,  355  :  poj^ish 
ceremonies  in,  360  :  noui'ishes  thousands  in  dangerous  eiTors,  471 : 
built  up  by  Antichiistianism,  474  :  a  popish  device  and  inconsis- 
tent with  itself,  480  :  overthrown  by  Eph.  iv.  11,  12  :  its  prelacy 
and  priesthood  usurping  the  office  of  Chiist,  iii.  172  :  history  ol, 
dui'ing  the  reign  of  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  proves  it  to  be,  not  a 
scrip tm-al  church,  ii.  489  :  additions  to,  impossible,  as  the  vrhole 
nation  on  principle  belongs  to  it,  491  :  public  service  of,  not 
according  to  Scriptui-e,  496 — 499. 

Christ  offered  to  all,  meaning  of,  i.  340 — 349  :  care  of  his  sIiccjd,  382  : 
kingdom  of,  spuitual,  ii.  40. 
^  Christians  should  seek  and  enjoy  chui'ch-feUowship,  iii.  152. 

Communion,  union  with  Chi'ist  essential  to,  ii.  266  :  what  the  apostle 
forbids,  345  :  private,  iii.  104  :  public,  126. 

Conscience,  its  province,  i.  193  :  mistakes  connected  with,  to  be 
corrected  by  the  Word  of  God,  194  :  the  law  of  God  TSTitten 
on,  338  :  its  voice  to  be  attended  to,  subject  to  God's  toachincr^ 
ii.  19.  '^ 

Contempt  hard  to  be  borne,  i.  169  :  injurious  effects  of,  170  :  mani- 
fested towards  others  when  feeble  in  body  or  mind,  is  sho\STi 
against  God,  170  :  affected,  unworthy,  171. 
VOL.  III.  K  K 
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Counsel,  definition  of,  i.  95  :  motives  for  asking,  97. 

Covetoiisness  (and  prodigality),  nature  and  results  of,  i.  132:  pleas 

for,  134. 
Credit  and  good  name  the  result  of  yirtue,  i.  165. 
Crosses,  right  use  of,  i.  142. 

Days,  holy,  not,  except  the  Lord's-day,  of  di\ine  appomtment,  iii. 
43  :  Lord's-day  to  be  sanctified,  46 — 54. 

Deacons,  ofiice  of,  false  in  the  English  Establishment,  ii.  364. 

Death,  in  what  it  consists,  i.  254  :  alters  the  condition  of  men  eter- 
nally, i.  155  :  understood  by  no  creature  but  by  man,  i.  256  : 
divine  appointment,  256  :  teaches  moderation,  time  of  uncertain  ; 
teaches  watchfulness  ;  of  saints,  precious,  i.  256 — 258  :  of  Christ, 
for  w%om,  329 — 334  :  the  consequence  of  sin,  408. 

Decree,  divine  connexion  vdih.  the  death  of  Christ,  i.  276. 

Deeds,  good,  the  principle  on  which  they  should  be  performed,  i. 
19—21. 

Discretion,  its  importance,  i.  87. 

Discipline,  in  the  church  to  be  conducted  by  ministers  only,  fallacious, 
ii.  165. 

Divorce,  when  lawful,  i.  24. 

Ecclesiastical  causes  and  civil  matters,  difi'erence  between,  ii.  31. 

Effectual  calling,  i.  116  :  its  privileges,  116,  117  :  principle  of,  illus- 
trated in  secular  life,  i.  118. 

Election,  definition  of,  by  the  Sjoiod  of  Dort,  i.  310  :  definition  of, 
on  the  Arminian  h^^othesis,  incorrect,  317 — 328. 

Elders,  duty  of,  ii.  178  :  office  of,  in  what  it  consists,  iii.  31  :  ought 
not  to  relinquish  their  appointment,  29,  30 :  are  not  to  discharge 
their  functions  in  consistory,  but  in  the  church,  proof  of,  34 — 37. 

Eloquence,  in  what  it  consists,  i.  104. 

Enmity,  of  former  friends,  the  greatest,  i.  164. 

Envy  described,  i.  172—174. 

Esau  and  Jacob,  (hated  and  loved,)  God's  decree  coimccted  with,  i. 
360—364. 

Establishment,  en'ors  in,  ii.  272 — 270. 

Excommunication,  meaning  of  in  Scriptui'e,  ii.  190  :  power  of,  where 
vested,  195  :  exercised  by  the  chuj'ch,  not  by  ofiicers,  as  prac- 
tised in  the  English  Establisliment ;  twelve  reasons  for,  238— 
255  :  separation  of  the  lepers  and  the  imclean,  not  excommuni- 
cation, 197. 

Eaith  defined,  i.  59  :  its  origin  and  natm^e,  61  :  power  of,  known  to 
the  devil,  61,  62  :  God's  Word  its  foundation,  62:  shield  of, 
necessai'y,  63. 

Falsehood,  sinful,  and  from  the  devil,  i.  75. 

Ealling  away,  meamng  of,  i.  367,  368  :  cautions  and  exhortations  re- 
specting, 369. 

Fanulists,  a  mystic  religious  sect,  i.  390.     [See  Agapemone.] 
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Fathers  of  the  first  age  of  the  church  after  Christ,  preferable  to  all 
others,  n.  55. 

Fear,  an  Essay  on,  i.  221. 

Fellowship,  Chi-istian,  nature  and  grounds  of,  iii.  85 — 89  :  reasons 
for,  with  persons  belonging  to  a  corrupt  church,  111  :  not  with 
them  in  their  church  capacity,  but  as  individual  Christians,  116  : 
former  may  not  be  done,  117:  the  Jews  forbidden  aU  communion 
with  the  uaicircumcLsed,  not  a  Talid  ground  for  Christians,  118  : 
rightly  understood,  does  not  confirm  those  who  belong  to  a  cor- 
rupt chiu-ch  in  that  relationship,  119  :    but  only  with  the  godly, 

121  :  objects  of  prayer  identical,  a  ground  for,  122  :    the  faith  of 
Pworne  different,  not  a  justifying  faith,  hence  no  fellowship  mth, 

122  :  the  danger  of  confusion,  not  a  sufficient  bar  to,  123. 
Flatter}^  an  Essay  on,  i.  178. 

Forgiveness  of  injuries,  its  importance,  i.  148,  149. 
Free-will,  an  Essay  on,  i.  393. 

Friendship,  how  to  show,  i.  163  :  influence  of  wealth  and  prosperity- 
on,  163. 

Gifts,  spiritual,  imparted  by  Christ  to  the  church,  not  to  its  officers 
only,  ii.  167. 

God,  knowledge  of,  derived  from  his  works  and  Word,  i.  1,  2  :  iii. 
237  :  notions  of  entertained  by  curious  -wits,  imperfect,  i.  2  : 
essence  of,  kno^^■n  to  himself  alone,  3 :  the  means  and  process  by 
which  the  laiowledge  of  is  gained,  3 :  love  of,  4  :  himself  the 
chief  object  of,  ground  of  to  other  beings,  4  :  the  ways  in  wliich 
he  reveals  himself,  4  :  promises  of,  8  :  his  goodness,  sustaining 
the  natural  powers  by  which  the  creatui'e  sins  against  him,  no 
reflection  on,  16:  works  of,  demand  praise,  16,  17:  the  source 
of  every  good,  the  creatui-e  that  of  e^-il,  18,  19  :  the  worship  of, 
and  man's  happiness  inseparable,  32 :  laws  of,  to  be  interpreted 
in  the  largest  sense,  48  :  his  dominion  regards  all  tilings,  small 
and  great,  280  :  revealed  and  secret  -^iU,  difference  between, 
how  discovered,  281  :  ^^^dll  of,  simple  in  its  nature,  exercising 
itself  diversely,  thi-ee  degrees  of,  289  ;  forelmowledge  and  truth- 
fulness of,  298,  301  :  counsel  of,  its  meaning,  301,  302  :  con- 
currence of,  in  human  actions,  302 — 306  :  general  permission  of, 
difference  between  suff"ermg  and  sending  evil,  306 — 309  ;  in- 
structions of  (John  chap.  xii.  39,  40  discussed)  rejected,  311— 
314  :  purposes  of,  apparently  frustrated,  334 — 338  :  his  hating 
and  loving,  meaning  of,  355  :  will  of,  resisted,  360  :  decrees  of, 
and  sin,  iii.  238  :  love  of,  and  man's  recovery,  235  :  love  in  the 
execution  of  his  vengeance,  iii.  254  :  fatherhood  of,  and  that  of 
man,  not  identical,  257. 

Godhness,  its  importance  in  friendship,  i.  161. 

Goodness,  created,  discussed,  i.  17 — 24. 

Gospel,  what  it  does,  i.  52  :  preached  by  the  clergy,  therefore  they  are 
true  ministers — tliis  ai-gument  of  churchmen  examined,  ii.  397. 

Government  of  the  church,  in  what  it  consists,  hi.  134. 
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Grace,  falling  from,  how  spoken  of  in  Scriptiu'e,  i.  29,  30. 
Greenwood,  Rev.  J.,  notice  of,  and  his  persecution,  iii.  439. 

Hall's  (Bishop)  letter  to  Messrs.  Smyth  and  Robinson  on  Separation, 

iii.  401  :  answer  to,  405. 
Hanbni'y,  B.     \_See  List  of  Authors.] 
Happiness,  consisting  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  i.  1. 
Health,  the  greatest  temporal  blessmg,  hoAV  to  preserve,  136. 
Heart,  the  soiuxe  of  all  evil,  99  :  Can  man  change  his  own?  i.  397. 
HeathcQ,    every   obstinate  offender  to  be  treated  by  the  church  as 

such,  ii.  354. 
Heresy  and  schism,  i.  70. 

Hierarchy  of  the  English  Establishment  forming  an  insuperable  ob- 
jection to  Nonconformists,  i.  69,  71. 
Holland,  the  Nonconformist  exiles  and  their  churches  in,   (notice  by 

the  Editor),  iii.  455. 
Hope  defined,  i.  59. 
House  of  Lords,  examines  six  members  of  the  church  at  Southwark, 

iii.  450. 
Hiunility  described,  i.  228,   229  :  advantages  of,  229  :  leads  to  God, 

230  ;  danger  of  becoming  excessive,  231  ;    a  fonn  of  pride,  231. 
Humphrys,  Dr.,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Southwark,  iii.  453. 
H)T)0crisy,  meaning  of  the  term,  i.  206:  leads  to  atheism,   207  :  base 
and  foolish,  208  :  when   and  by  whom  falsely  ascribed  to  the 
godly,  208  :  odious,  yet  advantages  of,  209. 

Idolatry,  what  constitutes,  i.  69. 

Ignorance,  not  always  blameworthy,  i.  80. 

Immersion,  not  practised  by  Dutch  Baptists,  nor  by  fh'st  English 
Baptists  in  Holland,  i.  452  ;  iii.  461. 

Independency,  prmciples  of  government  where  vested  according  to, 
ii.  7  :  no  novelty,  42  :  charges  brought  against  refuted,  46  :_  not 
enjoying  the  approbation  of  foreign  chm-ches  alleged,- 49  :  minis- 
ters of,  hated  by  the  prelates,  50 :  confession  of,  printed,  translated 
into  Latin,  50  :  the  opposition  of  learned  and  godly  divines  no 
valid  argument  against,  51  ;  the  judgment  of  God  alleged 
against,  the  charge  refuted,  56  :  contentions  in,  no  argument 
against  the  principle,  60  :  crimes  committed  by  members  of,  no 
valid  argimient  against,  63  :  ill  success  of,  no  argument,  65-.  all 
true  doctrines  and  ordinances  of  the  Church  of  England,  enjoyed 
by,  69  :   evils  of  the  system,  73. 

Independents,  peace  and  truth  contended  for  by,  ii.  82. 

Infants,  comiection  of  with  Adam,  i.  404  :  how  accounted  innocent 
by'christ,  407  :  Have  they  any  need  of  Christ?  412  :  of  Israel 
within  the  covenant,  iii.  *199^  included  in  the  promises,  201: 
born  in  sin,  252. 

Inferences  from  passages  of  Scriptm-e  to  be  received,  ii.  33. 

Injuries,  differences  in,  i.  145:  to  be  pitied,  146:  odious^  in  four 
classes  of  persons,  146  :  received  with  indignation,  147  :  when 
wise  not  to  heed,  148:  not  to  be  requited,  149. 
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Inspii'ation  of  the  Scriptures,   principle  of,  i.  44  :  internal  and  ex- 
ternal, 4-5. 
Intentions,  good,  how  rewarded  by  God,  110,  111. 

Jacoh,  Henry  [see  List  of  Authors],  emigrated  to  America,  iii.  447. 
Johnson,  Francis,  his  remarkable  conversion  to  Nonconformist  prin- 
ciples, iii.  440,  460. 
Junius,  Prancis  [see  List  of  Authors],  biographical  sketch  of,  iii.  101. 
Justification,  Paul  and  James  on,  reconciled,  329. 

Killinghall,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Southwark,  iii.  453. 

Blindness  bestowed,  not  a  ground  for  glorying ;  receiyed,  not  a 
ground  for  shame,  i.  23. 

Kingdom  of  Clirist,  who  arc  the  subjects  of,  ii.  102  :  who  are  not, 
105  :  of  heaven,  its  keys,  to  whom  committed,  154  :  keys,  mean- 
ing of,  156,  227. 

Kings  and  Queens,  nurses,  not  parents,  of  the  church,  ii.  488. 

Emowledge  essential  to  faith,  i.  77  :  for  what  end  it  should  be 
sought,  78  :  the  means  by  which  it  should  be  obtained,  78  : 
prosperity  and  greatness  unfayourable  to,  79. 

Laboui*,  the  original  appointment  of,  i.  113,  114:  despised  by  the 
proud,  114  :  laA\-ful  and  profitable,  a  blessing,  115  :  for  eternal 
thmgs  cannot  be  too  great,  115. 

Lactantius.     [Sec  List  of  Authors.] 

Latlirop,  J.,  and  Lamb,  pastors  of  the  church  at  Southwark,  Sec,  iii. 
449,  453. 

Law  and  gospel,  confusion  of,  lamentable,  i.  51. 

Law,  canon,  the  only  authority  for  discipline  in  the  Chui'ch  of 
England,  but  contrary  to  the  teaching  of  the  Church  of 
England,  ii.  21  :    character   of  canons,  iii.   418. 

Learning,  the  use  of,  for  imderstanding  Scriptm-c,  i.  54. 

Leyden,  notice  of  congregational  church  at,  iii.  339,  340,  381 — 385, 
388,  466,  467  :  testimony  of  the  elders  of,  470  :  becomes  extinct, 
484  :  order  of,  486,  488." 

Liberality  and  its  contraries,  i.  130:  how  rightly  exercised,  true 
nature  of,  131. 

Liberty,  of  Christ,  must  be  maintained,  ii.  24 :  of  churches  infringed 
by  patrons,  459. 

Life,  shortness  of,  a  wise  providence,  i.  255  :  eternal,  ordained  to,  366. 

Litui-gy,  vTitten,  reasons  for  rejecting,  iii.  19 — 22  :  reasons  for  not 
using  what  is  called  the  •'  Lord's  Prayer"  as  such,  22 — 25:  the 
direction  of  Moses  to  the  x^riests,  no 'authority  for,  25:  reading 
prayer  contrary  to  what  the  term  implies,  26  :  'incompatible  with 
muiistcrial  gifts,  27  :  with  the  reason  of  the  thing,  28. 

Love  of  God,  its  power,  influence,  and  extent,  i.  5,  6  ^  in  God  and  in 
the  crcatm-e  difierent,  5  :  what  is,  60  :  power  of,  64  :  of  the 
brctln-en,  a  proof  of  to  God,  64  :  fulfilling  the  law,  65  :  perfect, 
woidd  render  law  unnecessary,  65  :  generates  love,   66  :   re^-u- 
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lated  by  faith,  and  hope,  66  ;  essential  to  the  proper  obseryance 
of  the  Lord's  Supper,  ii.  265  :  difference  of,  and  goodwill  and 
friendship,  i.  160. 

Luciferians,  a  religious  sect  in  the  fourth  century,  ii.  44. 

Luther.     [See  List  of  Authors.] 

Lying,  the  fearful  consequence  of  the  habit,  i.  76. 

Magistrates  cannot  act  in  matters  of  faith,  what  they  may  do,  i.  41— 
43 :  identical  on  church  principles  with  church  officers,  fallacious, 
ii.  173  :  hold  a  civil  office  only,  iii.  63  :  magistracy  and  oaths, 
iii,  275. 

Man,  in  w4iat  kind  of  good  deeds  he  should  glory,  i.  19  :  a  religious 
creature,  31  :  spiritual  or  carnal,  314. 

Mankind,  original  state  of,  403. 

Marriage,  ordained  of  God,  design  of, 'how  viewed  by  some  heathen 
poets,  how  by  Popery,  i.  236,  237  :  guided  by  reason,  237  :  how 
contracted  improperly,  238  :  what  qualifies  for,  239  :  ought  to  be 
performed  by  magistrates,  not  by  pastors,  ii.  466  ;  iii.  45,  46. 

Marryat,  Dr.  Zephaniah,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Southwark,  iii.  453. 

Martyrs  for  nonconformity'',  iii.  443,  444. 

Mayflower  and  Speedwell  vessels  sail.   [See  Memoir  of  'Mi.  Ptobinson.] 

Means,  defined,  i.  3  :  feeble,  used  by  God  for  Ms  oa\'tl  gloiy,  112: 
onlv  moral  allowed  by  Christ  for  the  advancement  of  liis  kingdom, 
ii.  307—309. 

Medicines,  skill  required  in  administering  of,  i.  138,  139. 

Men,  fickleness  of,  apparent  in  changing  their  religion,  i.  37  :  ought 
to  find  the  truth,  39. 

!Miiid,  affections  of,  i.  217  :  the  body  not  the  seat  of,  kinds  of,  i.  218: 
power  of,  219  :  sti'ong  affections,  not  always  right  to  manifest,  220  : 
how  to  guide,  221. 

Ministers,  what  constitutes  ti'ue,  ii.  371  :  abilitj^  to  preach,  not  a 
necessary  qualification  for,  in  the  Establishment,  ii.  372:  made  in, 
before  election  and  before  probation,  ii.  382  :  choice  of  by  the 
people,  386  :  denied  by  churchmen,  this  examined,  391 — 395  : 
reasons  for  the  people  choosing,  396  :  of  the  Establishment  showTi 
not  to  be  true  ministers,  410 — 413  :  those  of  the  Establisment, 
succeed  the  priests,  ii.  415  :  Can  a  church  alone  make?  423  : 
churches,  how  to  be  supplied  with,  431. 

Ministr}^  of  the  gospel,  the  seal  of,  ii.  9 — 11 :  dignities  of,  233  :  qualifi- 
cations for,  385  :  success  of,  in  the  Establishment,  not  an  argu- 
ment for  its  validity,  ii.  400 — 407  :  AATiich  precedes,  the  church 
the  ministrv^,  or  the  ministry  the  church  ?  the  cxuestion  examined, 
ii.  418—423. 

Ministerial  labour,  the  experience  of  !Mr.  IN'ichols  in  his  '*  Plea  of  the 
Linocent,"  ii.  288. 

Modesty,  the  effects  of,  i.  233 :  manifest,  in  men  of  understanding,  234: 
the  want  of,  odious,  235  :  prayer  for,  becoming,  235. 

Monastic  life,  opposed  to  God's  purpose  as  sliox^m  in  man's  social 
character,  158. 
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Name,  great,  rather  than  good,  sought  by  many,  i.  165  :  good,  to  be 
obtained  by  well-doing,  167  :  -vvortliless,  when  not  approyed  of  by 
God,  168. 

Necessity  and  compulsion,  difference  between,  290  :  acts  of  men,  an 
illustration  of,  291. 

Nonconformists  object  to  the  mode   of  entrance  to  the  ministerial 
office  in  the  Establishment,  ii.  390  :  their  trials  from  four  sources, 
iii.  6 — 7 :  their  defence,  7 :    their  calumnies  brought  agaiust,  7,  8 
their  ^iews  of  the  Apocrypha  and  reasons  for  rejecting,  9,  10 
their  agreements  with  the  reformed  churches  of  Holland,  10 — 12 
the  self-expatriation  of,  offensive  to  their  opponents,  97  ;  opposed 
from  political  motiyes,  98  :  opponents  of,  many  worthless  cha- 
racters, 99  :  retained  only  persons  of  piety  in  their  fellowship, 
100  :  their  strictness,  a  ground  of  offence,  101  :  partake  in  social 
prayer  T^ith  others,  105  :  their  objections  to  the  English  Establish- 
ment, 106  :    wliile  objecting  to  the  order  of  the  Establishment, 
admit  the  piety  of  thousands  of  its  members,   107  :  chui'ches  of, 
charged  by  Mr.  Helh^lsse  to  be  false,  because  not  re-baptized, 
175  :  charged  with  the  vices  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  417. 

Nonconformin-,  grounds  of  enumerated,  iii.  73. 

Oaths  and  lots,  alhnity  between,  described,  i.  201  :  strongest  confirm- 
ation of  truth,  202  :  used  to  inferiors,  by  those  who  are  cowardly 
to  superiors,  224,  225. 

Offences,  given  or  taken,  to  be  avoided,  by  walking  in  "love  and  by 
faith,"  i.  187:  readiness  to  take,  shows  wealaicss  or  pride,  188^ 
meaning  of  in  Matt,  x^iii.,  ii.  187. 

Officers,  church,  ai'e  not  officers  except  in  their  own  individual 
churches,  ii.  418 :  servaiits  of  the  church,  435  :  chosen  by  the  mid- 
titude;  tliis  apostolic  and  just,  iii.  135:  election  of,  and  ordination 
of,  vested  in  the  chiu'ch,  ii.  445. 

Ordei-s  and  ordinances,  iDiet}-  does  not  consist  in,  iii.  109  :  importance 
of,  110  :  sale  of,  (and  institutions),  constituting  the  charge  of 
trafficking  in  the  souls  of  men,  141. 

Ordination,  Is  Komish  valid?  ii.  378  :  examination  for,  in  the  Estab- 
lislinicnt,  not  waiTanted  by  Scripture,  385  :  conferred  only  by 
ministers,  when  orderly  and  regular,  430 :  '^liat  is  r  436  :  laying 
on  of  hands  obscrs'edin,  439:  scriptiural,  examined,  441  :  power 
of  ill  each  separate  churcli,  440,  445:  admitted  by  Perkins,  by 
Melancthon,  446  :  by  Petei-  Martyr,  Zanchy,  Tdenus,  Sadeel, 
447. 

Owen,  Jonathan.    [See  notice  of,  iii.  452.] 

Paganism  and  Antichristianism,  difference  between,  ii.  467. 
Papacy,  priests  of,  usurp  the  rights  of  the  people  and  those  of  each 

other,  one  at  last,  those  of  aU^  ii.  390. 
Patience,  its  nature  and  importance,  i.  150,  151  :  necessity  of,  152  : 

when  most  difficult  to  exercise,  153. 
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Patricians,  and  Paternians,  accoiintof,  ii.  282. 
Patronage  unscriptural,  ii.  395. 

Peace,  what  comprehended  under,  i.  154  :  the  importance  of  sho^vn 
by  God,  155  :  not  always  destroyed  by  dissenting  from  others, 
155,  156. 
Persecution,  the  heathen.  Papists  and  Protestants  addicted  to  while 
pleading  for  toleration  to  themselves,  i.  40  :  laws  m  Judea,  no 
warrant  for  persecution,  41  :  fleeing  from,  iii.  155  :  the  practice 
of  Jacob,  Moses,  David,  Jeremiah  and  Clirist,  in  fleeing  fr-om, 
considered,  iii.  156,  157  :  reasons  against  fleeing  from,  weighed, 
159 — 164  :  the  persecuted  more  likely  to  have  the  truth,  i.  560. 

Perseverance  essential  to  salvation,  i.  27  :  means  of,  28. 

Persons  ungodly,  cannot  be  members  of  the  true  church,  ii.  339. 

Pharaoh's  heart  hardened,  discussed,  i.  357 — 359. 

Pilgrims,  embarkation  and  debarkation  of.  [See  Memofr  of  Mr. 
Pobinson.] 

Plymouth,  New  England,  church  at,  constitution  of,  iii.  489 — 491. 

Poverty,  why  sent,  i.  125. 

Prayer,  what  is  ;  influence  of,  not  upon  God  but  upon  ourselves,  i.  196 : 
advantages  of,  197  :  the  character  of,  198  :  necessary  to  prosecute 
worldly  undertakings,  199  :  comfort  of,  advantages  of,  200:  forms 
of,  no  warrant  for  in  Scripture,  ii.  499 — 503  :  reasons  against  the 
use  of  the  forms  in  the  English  Establishment,  ii.  504. 

Preaching,  an  official  act,  i.  459  :  the  principal  work  of  the  ministry, 
but  incompatible  Avith  prelacy,  ii.  384  :  lay,  vindicated,  iii.  288  : 
lay,  not  forbidden  by  the  power  of  binding  and  loosing  sins,  289  : 
not  by  the  commission  of  prophets  and  apostles,  291  :  inspiration 
of  the  first  teachers  and  the  imposition  of  hands,  no  vahd  argu- 
ment against,  292 :  nor  the  extraordinary  gift  in  the  apostolic 
churches,  296  :  nor  the  gift  of  tongues,  301  :  edification,  a  ground 
for,  303 :  not  forbidden  by  the  spiritual  gifts  in;  1  Cor.  xiv.  304  : 
the  special  revelation  mentioned,  not  a  valid  argument,  306:  the 
forbidding  of  Eldad  and  Mcdad,  no  argument  against,  308  :  Scrip- 
ture sustains  the  practice,  309 — 335. 

Precepts,  affinnative  and  negative,  how  to  be  imderstood,  i.  50. 

Predestination,  preface  of  Turretin  on,  i.  269,  270  :  meaning  of  the 
term,  271  :  defence  of,  272  :  articles  of  the  Synod  of  Dort  on, 
272,  273  :  punishment  of  sin,  how  connected  with,  283  :  condi- 
tions of,  386. 

Prelacy,  how  upheld,  ii.  45  :  prayer  extolled  by,  for  the  purpose  of 
seiting  aside  preaching,  78  :  subverts  the  order  of  Christ,  iii.  141  : 
not  a  plant,  planted  by  God,  must  therefore  be  plucked  up,  143 : 
a  worldly  system,  144  :  unscriptiu-al,  therefore  unlawful  for  the 
people  of  God  to  be  connected  with,  146  :  a  support  of  the  papal 
system,  147. 

Prelates  send  the  ministers,  not  the  church,  in  the  Establishment, 
ii.  380:  how  regarded  by  Nonconformists,  iii.  417. 

Presbytery,  in  each  chmxh  approved,  iii.  28,  468. 

Pride,*  displayed  in  the  selection  of  associates,  i.  162:    the  proud 
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abominable  to  God,  232  :   sllo^^l  most  generally  in  apparel,  232  : 

remedies  against,  233. 
Priestly  office  of  Christ,  corrupted  in  the  English  Establishment,  ii.  276. 
Priests,  Romish,  and  English  clergy,  have  the  same  office,  376. 
Profession  of  religion,  does  not  make  the  matter  of  the  church,  ii.  281, 

283. 
Prophesying  (or  preaching),  ii.  246  :  nature  of  discussed,  248 — 2-51  : 

meaning  of,  iii.  324  :  women  restrained  from,  no  valid  argument 

against,  iii.  326  :  duty  of  proved,  331  :  the  exercise  of,  to  whom 

committed,  65 — 58. 

Pedemption,  universal,  iii.  2-58  :  meaning  of  the  word,  260 — 262. 

Peformation  effected  by  Elizabeth,  imperfect,  not  the  same  in  charac- 
ter -uith  that  effected  by  Hezekiah,  Josiah,  Nehemiah,  in  the 
Jewish  church,  ii.  309—318,  492  :  not  voluntary,  318. 

Pegeneration,  iii.  2-50,  265  :  means  necessary,  268. 

Pehgion,  differences  and  controversies  respecting,  i.  31  :  controver- 
sies sometimes  necessary,  always  dangerous,  36  :  rites  of,  some 
essential,  and  some  a  matter  of  order,  32,  33  :  the  best  thing,  its 
con-up tion,  therefore  the  worst,  33 :  the  amount  of,  is  what  a 
man  has  between  him  and  God,  33,  35  :  differences  in,  do  not 
dissolve  natiu'al  or  civil  obligations,  39  :  does  not  depend  on 
probabilities,  ii.  20  :  zeal  in,  against  supposed  error,  in  danger  of 
becoming  wTath,  iii.  97  :  real,  in  the  heart,  its  bearing  on  the 
ordinance  of  baptism,  170. 

Peproofs,  church,  not  directed  by  John  against  officers  only,  ii.  177. 

Pewards  and  punishments  in  this  life,  the  principle  of,  i.  7,  214  : 
influence  of,  on  society,  215  :  how  punishment  ought  to  be 
administered,  216. 

Piches  and  poverty,  i.  122. 

Pobinson,  John.  [_Sec  Life  of,  vol.  i.,  and  various  notices  of,  vol.  iii. 
464—475.] 

Pome.  Is  Pome  a  true  church?  the  question  examined,  ii.  293 — 
302  :  the  negative  proved,  302 — 307:  admitted  to  be  the  mother 
of  the  English  Establisliment,  304,  305. 

Sacrifice  of  Christ,  iii.  264. 

Saints,  characteristics  of,  constitute  the  chui'ch,  ii.  110 — 128  :  form 
the  liighest  order  in  the  church,  228  :  perfect  in  Christ,  272. 

Salvation,  apostolic  labours  insufficient  to  secure ;  illumination  or 
"  dra^^ing"  (Jolin  vi.  44)  necessary  to,  i.  315:  more  than  pub- 
lishing the  gospel  necessary  to,  316' :  refusal  of,  by  the  lost,  328. 

Schism,  what  its  origin,  i.  70  :  description  of,  71  :  sepai-ation  of  the 
Independents  from  the  Establishment  does  not  constitute,  ii.  87. 

Schwenckfeldians,  account  of,  ii.  282. 

Scriptures,  theu-  design  and  province,  i.  43  :  their  perfection  does 
not  exclude  reason,  i.  46  :  translations  of,  and  the  originals,  their 
comparative  value,  i.  47  :  have  but  one  immediate  proper  sense, 
i.  48  :  obscure  words  and  plirases  in,  how  to  interpret,  49  :  com- 
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mentaries  to  be  used,  51  :    to  be  expoTinded  by  other  scriptures, 
ii.   178  ;    interpretation  of,  by  Episcopalians,    to  support  their 
theory  and  practice,  217. 
Selfishness  detestable,  i.  164. 
Separation,  when  lawful,  ii.  268. 

Shepherds,  properties  of,  overthrow  diocesan  Episcopacy,  ii.  412. 
Silence,  not  always  wise  and  right,  i.  106. 
Simplicity  and  craftiness  illustrated,  i.  81. 

Sin,  its  punishment,  i.  210  :  rational  creatures  capable  of,  210  :  are 
men  compelled  to  ?  393  :  liberty  and  necessity  to  commit  may 
co-exist,  398 :  itself  unreasonable,  211 :  its  greatness,  212:  against 
the  Holy  Ghost,  213  :  followed  by  punisliment,  214  :  God  the 
author  of,  denied  by  the  Synod  of  Dort,  273  :  cause  of,  in  Adam, 
274:  priyative,  294  :  exists  in  the  soul,  296  :  none,  light,  ii.  15  : 
connivance  at,  ia  what  it  consists,  257 :  from  the  creature  only, 
iii.  239  :  permitted  by  God,  240  :  original,  experience  proves, 
246—249. 
Slander,  what  constitutes,   i.    174  :  devilish,   injurious  to   all,   176  : 

good  conscience  and  a  good  name,  a  defence  against,  177. 
Smyth,  the  Kev.  J.,  change  of  sentiment,  iii.  460. 
Sobriety,  the  demand  of  scriptm-e  and  nature,    i.    128  :    joined   to 

watchfulness,  130. 
Society  and  friendship  natural  to  man,  i.  157  :  shoidd  be  sought,  159. 
Soiu,  origin  of,  iii.  247. 
Southwark,  church  at,  account  of  by  the  Rev.  J.  TVaddington  and 

the  Editor,  iii.  439—454. 
Speech,  an  index  of  the  mind,  i.  100  :  of  the  wise,  profitable,  101  : 
injurious,  unbecoming,  103  :  long  and  short,  when  commendable, 
105. 
Substance  and  circumstance,  difference  between,  ii.  22. 
Sumner,  Geo.,  his  interesting  work  onPilgrinis  of  Leyden,  in  Memoir 

of  Robinson,  1. 
Suspicion,   definition  of,  i.  180  :  when  carried  to  extremes,  violates 

the  law  of  charity,  181  :  to  be  avoided,  182. 
Swearing,  irreverent  toward  God,  i.  203  :  pmiishment  of,  204. 
Spiagogues,  nature  of,  ii.  197. 
Synods,  no  authority  for,  in  Acts  xv.  ii.  208. 

Teachers,  false,  no  Scripture  commands  to  heai',  ii.  460. 

Temples  and  consecrated  places,  iii.  59. 

Temptations,  what  included  in,  i.  189  :  how  di'awn  into,  190  ;  advan- 
tageous to  the  pious,  191  :  to  be  dehvered  from,  should  be  a 
matter  of  prayer,  192. 

Testimony,  human,  when  useful,  i.  57. 

Things,  use  and  abuse  of,  119—122:  indifferent,  on  what  principle 
to  be  used,  iii.  59 — 62. 

Thoughts  of  evil,  not  always  evil  thoughts,  i.  90  :  judged  of  by  man 
and  by  God  on  different  principles,  i.  100. 

Truth,  what  class  of  persons  God  ^vill  direct  in,  i.  41  ;  and  false- 
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hood,  definition  of,  72  :  to  be  reTerenced,  aboTe  all  men,  73  :  to 
be  propagated,  74  :  to  confirm  it,  three  different  methods,  i.  202. 
Tyre  and  Sidon,  repentance  of,  i.  396. 

Union  among  Christians,  marks  of,  i.  331 :  with  the  nnholy  to  be 
avoided,  351. 

Wadsworth,  Thomas.     [See  notice  of,  iii.  452.] 

Watson,  Dr.  James,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Sonthwark,  iii.  453. 

Wealth,  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  bestowed  ;  its  accumnlation  for 

the  most  part  contrary  to  God's  method  in  nature  and  grace,  i. 

22  :  not  used  does  not  make  rich,  122  :  temptations  of,  124. 
Well-dotQg,  equability  and  perseverance  in,   habitual  to  the  good 

man,  i.  24. 
Wni  of  God,  its  nature  and  its  exercise,  i.  12,  13. 
Wisdom  of  God,  manifest  in  his  works,  nature  of  his  works,  and  how 

controlled  bv,  i.  13,  14  :  and  folly  illustrated,  i.  83  :  importance 

of,  86. 
Works  of  God  exhibit  his  perfections,  the  result  of  his  will,  power, 

and  wisdom,  i.  11 — 17. 
Worship,  according  to  the  Prayer-book,  false,  ii.  450. 

Youth  (and  age,)  influence  of  in  the  commonwealth,  i.  250  :  what  is 
becoming  to  each,  251  :  virtue  of,  grateful  in  old  age,  252  :  the 
honour  of  age  camiot  be  borne  by,  253  :  to  live  well  m,  is  viise,  253. 

Zeal,  defined,  iri  religion,  despised  by  wordly  men,  i.  204  :  false  and 
true  described,  205,  206 :  reqmres  to  be  regulated,  ii.  1 — 5  : 
its  characteristics,  ii.  25. 
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^YITH  OCCASIONAL  BRIEF  NOTICES  OP  THEIR  WORKS  AND  LIVES. 


^Emilius,  Paulus,  liistorian,  bom  at  Yerona,  died  in  Paris   1529, 

i.  243. 
Agesilaus,  King  of  Sparta,  died  b.c.  362,  i.  104. 
Ainsworth,  Rev.  IT.,  [see  notice  of,  vol.  iii.  462],  i.  405,  407,  411 ;  ii.  1, 

50,  51,  59,  157  ;   iii.  106,  107,  127. 
Alciatus,  Andrew,  a  Milanese  lawyer,  died  at  Pavia  in  1550,  i.  79. 
Alison,  Dr.  R.,  a  divine  of  the  English  Church,  ii.  7,  47. 
Allen,  Rev.  W.,  D.D.     [See  Descendants  of  Robinson,  i.  Ixxi.] 
Ambrose,  Bishop  of  Milan,  born  333,  died   397,  i.  73,  100,  131,  169, 

190,  233,  243,  255. 
Anacharsis,  A  Scythian  philosopher,  flourished  600  years  i^.c.  i.  54. 
Anselm,  Archbishop  of  Canterbuiy,  born  in  Piedmont,  died  in  1109, 

i.  210. 
Antisthenes,  an  Athenian  pliilosoi^her,  born  e.g.  423,  i.  177. 
Antoninus  Marcus,    philosopher  and   emperor,  born  121,  died  180, 

i.  139. 
Aristotle,  the  head  of  the  Peripatetic  School  at  Stagyra  in  Tlii*ace, 

floimshed,  b.c.  384,  i.  73,  130,  244,  252. 
Arminius,  James,  a  Dutch  divine,  professor  of  di^-inity  at  Leyden, 

died  1609,  iii.  52. 
Auda3us,  founder  of  the  sect  of  Audeeans,  ii.  45. 
Augustine,  an  African  Father,  born  in  354.     His  mother  Monica  was 

an  example  of  maternal  piety,  i.  6,  8,  14,  18,  19,  28,41,  72,  74,  83, 

90,  94,   110,  119,  126,  130,  146,  155,  157,  165,  167,  168,  187,  192, 

197,  198,  229,  230,  233,  251,  254,  255,  256,  258  ;  iii.  33,  50,  61, 

78. 

Bancroft,  Dr.,  a  tyi-annical  flatterer  and  bishop  of  King  James,  ii.  50, 

81,  82,  93. 
Barlow,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  ii.  219. 
Barrowe,  Henry.     [See  notices  of,  vol.  iii.  106,  439.] 
Basil,  Bishop  of  Ceesarea,  born  326,  i.  174. 
Bastmgius,  Jer.,  ii.  219. 
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Bernard,  a  diATiiie  of  the  Romish  Church,  Abbott  of  the  Monastery  of 
Claii'vaux,  born  in  1091,  i.  20,  25,  62,  76,  78,  79,  110,  114,  i26, 
173,  17o,  187,  193,  203,  256. 

Bernard,  Richard,  Yicar  of  Worksop,  and  afterwards  Hector  of  Bat- 
combe.     [See  ii.  throughout.] 

Beza,  Theo.,  born  in  1519  in  Burgundy,  died  1605,  i.  94,  210  ;  ii. 
219  ;  iii.  32,  33. 

Bodinus,  Jolin,  a  Trench  lawyer,  born  1530,  died  1596,  i.  81,  111,  182, 
215  ;  iii.  42. 

Boethius,  a  Roman  pliilosopher,  and  profound  scholar,  i.  128,  143. 

Bradshaw,  W.,  Rey.,  a  celebrated  Piuitan,  ii.  6  ;  iii.  360. 

Broughton,  Hugh,  a  celebrated  polemical -wiiter,  born  1549,  died  1612, 
iii.  10. 

Brook's  Lives,  [often  quoted  in  editorial  notices.] 

Browne,  Robert,  [see  notice  of,  iii.  457],  ii.  57. 

Bucanus,  Guil.,  a  celebrated  continental  divine  of  the  16th  ccntuiy, 
iii.  23,  27,  45. 

Bucer,  Gerson,  a  learned  divine  of  the  sixteenth  centui-y,  iii.  28,  33. 


Calvin,  John,  bom  at  Noyon  in  Picardy  in  1509,  died  1564.      His 

works  form  nine  volumes  folio,  i.  31,*  92,  149,  156,  177,  184,  196, 

223,  230,  231,  242,  250  ;  iii.  23,  26,  59. 
Carleton's,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  letters  fromDort,  i.  265;  iii.  35,  62; 
Cartwi'ight,  Thos.,  a  Puritan   di^-ine,  born  in    1555,   persecuted  by 

Archbishop  Grindal,  imprisoned,  died  at^^'aI'wick  in  1603,  i.  86", 

132,  164;  ii.  81,  220  ;  iii.  16,  333. 
Cassander,  Geo.,  a  Geiman  controversialist,  born  1515,  died  1566, 

i.  126. 
Cato,  an  illustrious  Roman  soldier  and  author,  born  b.c.  232,   died 

148,  i.  226. 
Celsus,    a   famous    physician   at   Rome,    who  T^T0te   a   Treatise   of 

Rhetoric,  i.  49. 
Chadderton's  Sermons,  Dr.  Lawrence,  ii.  81. 
Chemnitius,  M.,  a  Lutheran  divine,   born  1522,   died  1586,  i.   121, 

201  ;  iii.  45. 
Clirysostom,  Jolin,  a  Greek  father,  born  at  Antioch  in  354,   died  at 

Pityus  on  the  Euxine  Sea,  in  the  year  407.    On  accoimt  of  his 

eloquence  he  was  sui'named  Chrysostom,  i,  e.  Golden-mouthed, 

i.  49,  151,  160,  173,   177,  182,  206,  223,  241  ;  iii.  42,  o'i. 
Cicero,  the  celebrated  Roman  orator,  born  b.c.  106,  died  B.C.  43,i.31, 

69,  73,  104,  131,  134,  148,  165,  168,  169,  203,  209,  215,  233,  235, 

251. 
Cluse,  De  Les,  a  French  preacher  ia  Amsterdam,  [see  notice  of,  iii. 

127],  iii.  132,  148. 
Comenius,  a  divine  at  Amsterdam,  bom  1592,  died  1671,  i.  So. 
Cjquian,  an  AMcan  father,  born  at  Carthage  in  the  lirst  half  of  the 

thii-d  centiu-y,  i.  122,  172,  198  ;  iii.  7,  23,  41. 
Cyi'il,  Pati-iarch  of  Alexandria,  died  444,  i.  60,  200. 
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Daneus,  Lambert,  a  celebrated  divine,  i.  160. 

Dionysius,  Bishop  of  Alexandria,  a  disciple  of  Origen,  i.  3. 

Donatus.     \_See  notice  of,  ii.  44.] 

Dove,  Dr.,  an  English,  diyine,  ii.  184. 

Downame,  Dr.,  Bishop  of  Derr^^,  ii.  91,  184. 

Edwards,  President,  works  referred  to  in  note,  i.  294. 

Epictetns,  a  stoic  philosopher  in  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Bomitian, 

originally  a  slave,  i.  169. 
Erasmus,  Desiderius,  was  bom  at  ^Rotterdam  in  1467,  reputed  the 

most  learned  man  of  his  day  in  Europe  ;  works,  10  vols,  folio,  i,  97, 

119,  238,  247. 
Eusebius,  Pamphilius,  born  in  Palestine  about  270,  died  about  338  ; 

author  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  &c. ;    works,  3  vols  folio,  i.  20, 

27,  73,  83,  176,  217;  iu.  49,  58,  328. 
Euring,  William.    [See  notice  of,  iii.  283.] 

Eerus,  i.  23. 

Eicinus,  Marcilius,  lived  in  the  fifteenth  century,  i.  32. 
Eox,  the  mart^Tologist,  a  native  of  Boston,  bom  1517,  died  1587,  ii. 
220. 

GelUus,  John,  bom  at  Elorence  in  1498,  was  a  learned  shoe-maker, 

a  member  of  the  academy  at  that  city,  an  eminent  Greek  scholar  ; 

Dialogues  are  highly  valued,  i.  240. 
Giffard's  book  referred  to,  ii.  45,  et  alibi. 
Greenham,  a  Puritan  divine  at  Drayton  and  Christchurch,  bom  1531, 

died  1591,  i.  91,  169. 
Greenwood,  John,  B.A.     [See  notice  of,  iii.  439.] 
Gregory   Nazianzen,    Bishop   of   Constantinople,  was  bom  in  324 ; 

works,  2  vols  foHo,  i.  27,  130,  132,  134,  140,  151,  155,  164,  190, 

191,  198,  208,  228,  256. 
Grotius,  Hugo,  was  the  son  of  a  Burgomaster  at  Delft,  bom  in  1583  ; 

his  works  are  numerous  and  learned,  i,  101,  156,  192,  257;  iii.  101. 

Hale's  Letters  from  Dort,  referred  to,  i.  265. 

Hall's  Bev.  Peter,  ''  Harmony  of  Protestant  Confessions,"  referred  to 

or  quoted  in  editorial  notices,  i.  265,  273  ;  iii.  9,  10,  17. 
Hall,  Bishop.     [See  notice  of,  iii.  397.] 
Hanbury,  Benjamin.     Notices  of  his  works  often  occur  ia  editorial 

notes,  ii.  59  ;  iii.  84,  127,  especially  453,  459,  463,  465. 
Hellwisse,  [^ee  a  biographical  sketch  of,  iii.  155],  i.  342,  452. 
Herodotus,  Greek  historian,  born  at  Halicamassus,  B.C.  484,  i.  176. 
Hooper,  Bishop  of  Gloucester,  martyr  ia  1555,  ii.  220. 
Hubert,  i.  175. 

Ignatius,  a  disciple  of  the  evangelist  John,  Bishop  of  Antioch,  and 
a  martyr,  torn  to  pieces  by  lions  at  Home,  107  ;  i.  60,  140,  169; 
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Irenffius,  Bishop  of  Lyons,  a  disciple  of  Polycarp,  i.  48,  82. 
Isidonis,  £Lii  exegetical  writer  at  Pelusiuin,  died  a.d.  450,  i,  165. 

Jacob,  Henry,  [see  notice  of,   iii.  444  ;  character  of,  446],  ii.   17,  82, 

221,  397';  iii,  58,  339. 
Jerome,  a  native  of  Prague,  a  disciple  of  John  Huss,  died  a  martyr  in 

1416,  i.  46,  115,  122,  128,  133,  227,  242,  256  ;  iii.  5. 
Johnson,  Prancis,   Amsterdam,  ii.   6,  50,  62,  397;   iii.  25,  360,  441, 

ef  alibi. 
Josephus,  the  Jewish  Historian,  bom  a.d.   37,  died  95,  i.  90,  232, 

242  ;  iii.  299. 
Junius,  Prancis,  Professor  of  Diyinity  at  Leyden,  L  12,  44 ;   iii.  14, 

16,  49,  55,  61,  101,  149. 

Keckerman,   Bartholomew,  Professor  of  Philosophy,  Dantzic,    died 

1609,  i.  42,  95,  143  ;  iii.  45. 
Knox,  John,  the  celebrated  Scotch  reformer,  i.  296. 

Lactantius,  a  father  of  the  church  ;    Constantine  appointed  him  tutor 

to  Ms  son,  i.  131,  149,  150,  179,  219,  220. 
Laertius,  Diogenes,  a  Greek  author,  died  a.d.  222,  i.  121,  152,  239. 
Li^ius,  or  Li^-^-,  the  celebrated  Poman  historian,  born  e.g.  59,  died 

A.D.  17,  i!  82,  138. 
Lucifer,  Bishop  of  Cagliari  in  the  fourth  century,  ii.  44. 
Luther,  the  celebrated  German  reformer,  i.  48,  60. 

Macrobius,  a  Latin  writer  of  the  fourth  century,  i.  342. 
Maldonatus,    a   Spanish  Jesuit,  who  wrote  on  original  sin,  and  on 

grace,  &c.,  ii.  219. 
Martial,  the  epigrammatic  poet,  bom  in  Spaia,  died  in  104,  i.  125. 
Mai'tyr,  Justin,  an  early  Greek -^-riter,  martyred  at  Rome,  165,  hi.  49. 
Martp",  Peter,  a  native  of  Plorence,  a  Professor  of  Divinity  at  Oxford 

in  the  reign  of  Edward  ^T!.,  i.  57  ;  ii.  447  ;    iii.  5S. 
Melancthon,  Luther's  companion,  i.  49,  140,  233,  250  ;  ii.  232,  446. 
Menander,  a  Greek  poet,  flourished  at  Athens,  b.c.  342  ;     i.  95,  236. 
Monieus,  PhQip,  a  Prench  divine,  i.  32,  45,  68,  104. 
Morton,  or  Murton,  i.  266,  267,  449,  466. 
Mosheim's  Ecclesiastical  History,  often  referred  to  in  editorial  notes. 

Neal,  History  of  the  Puritans,     [See  various  notes.] 

Nicholas,  Hcnr^%  the  founder  of  the  sect  of  the  Paroilists,  i.  390. 

Novatian.     [See  notice  of,  ii.  45.] 

Paget,  John,  a  writer  against  the  Separatists  in  HoUand,  iii.  127. 

Panormita,  i.  96. 

Parens,  David,  a  celebrated  German  divine  of  the  seventeenth  century, 

i.  242  ;  iu.  75. 
Parker,  Matthew,  an  episcopal  diA-ine,  iii.  33,  69. 
Patricius,  Prancis,  an  Italian  author  of  the  sixteenth  century,  i.  128. 
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Payne,  Dr.  George,  quoted.     \_See  note,  i.  29  L] 

Perldns,  William,  a  Piu'itan  divine  of  Cambridge,  [see  notice  of,  iii. 

425],  i.  16,  62,  193,  202,  257,  467,  468  ;   ii.  446  ;  iii.  23,  61,  425, 

et  alibi. 
Philo- Judeeus,  a  learned  Jemsh  TVTiter,  floiuished  in  the  first  cen- 
tury, i.  5,  112. 
Pliilpot,  Bishop,  the  martyr,  i.  194. 

Pindarus,  the  prince  of  lyric  poets,  flourished,  500  B.C.,  i.  119. 
Piscator,  the  celebrated  commentator,  born  1546,  died  1626,  iii.  23. 
Plato,  Athenian  philosopher,  flourished,  430  e.g.,  i.  92,  219,  226,  249. 
Plautus,  a  Koman  ^vriter,  died  B.C.  184,  i.  76, 
Pliny,  the  natural  Idstorian,  born  a.d.  23,  perished  at  Herculaneum 

79,  i.  137,  164,  165. 
Plutarch,  a  celebrated  historian,  a  native  of  Cheronea,  in  Boeotia, 

died  140,  i.  23,  79,  88,  92,  97,  101,  120,  121,  134,  161,  172,  173, 

216,  228,  234,  237,  251,  et  alibi. 
Politian,    a    learned   Tuscan   historian,  poet,  and  critic,  died  1494, 

i.  89,  173,  193. 
Polybius,  a  Greek  liistorian,  died  B.C.  121,  i.  133. 

Kingelberd,  a  Dutch  divme  of  the  sixteenth  century,  i.  114.    • 

Sadcel,  Anthony,  a  celebrated  divine,  Hebrew  Professor  at  Geneva, 

whose  works  are  i^ublished  in  three  vols,  folio,  ii.  447  ;  iii.  14,  58. 
Sallust,  a  Latin  author,  born  b.c.  86,  died  b.c.  34,  i.  132. 
Scaliger,  a  voluminous  writer,  born  1540,  died  1609,  i.  5,  38,  59,  60, 

64,  72,  172,  224,  225,  235,  256  ;  iii.  22. 
Scott,  Rev.  Thomas,  referred  to  in  note,  i,  265. 
Seneca,  a  Roman  philosopher,  floiuished  in  the  beginvung  of  the  first 

century,  i.  20,  67,  78,  86,  102,  122,  146,  159,  160,  172,  180,  193, 

216,  et  alibi. 
Smyth,  John,  the  Separatist  at  Amsterdam,  who  became  a  Baptist, 

i.  452  ;   ii.  1,  62,  157,  216  ;    iii.  168,  169,  et  alibi. 
Snecanus,  Gellius,  a  celebrated  divine  of  the  sixteenth  century,  iii. 

37,  75. 
Socrates,  the  Athenian  iDliilosopher,  bcrn  b.c.  409,  died  b.c.  399,  i.  79. 
Stoebus,  John,  a  Greek  author  of  the  fifth  century,  i.  239. 
Stoughton,  Rev.  J.,  "  Spiritual  Heroes,"  quoted  in  note,  iii.  446. 
Suetonius,  the  Roman  historian  of  the  second  centm-y,  i.  103,  180, 

232,  235. 
Sumner's    Memoirs    of  the   Pilgrims    at   Leyden.    [See   P».obinson's 

Memoir,  i.] 
Tacitus,  the  celebrated  historian,  i.  148. 
Terence,  a  Roman  poet,  an  African  by  birth,  died  B.C.   159,  i.  22, 

129,  146,  224,  251. 
Tertulhan,    a   father  of  the  church,  flourished  under  the   emjicrors 

Severus  and  Caracalla,  i.   12,  25,   31,  40,  47,  40,  50,  72,  77,  91, 

108,    146,    188,    200,    252,    et   alibi;   iii.  7,   13,   10,  25,  28,  40 

49,  78. 
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Thales,  the  fotmder  of  the  Ionic  sect  of  philosophers,  died  B.C.  545, 

i.  2,  33. 
Theodoret,  an  ecclesiastical  historian  and  commentator,  &c. ;  works, 

4  vols,  folio,  i.  104. 
Tremelius,  joiat  translator  of  the  Scriptures  with  Junius,  iii.  149. 

TJdal,  John,  [see  notice  of,  n.  220.] 

Underhill,  E.  B.,  Esq.,  frequently  referred  to  in  editorial  notes,  i. 

452  ;    iii.  456,  459,  et  alibi, 
XJrsinus,  A  German  Diyiue,  Professor  at  Heidelberg  i.  59,  417  ;  iii. 

23. 

Varro,  Roman  writer,  died  b.c.  29,  iii.  54. 

Virgil,  Polydorus,  Latin  historian,  bom  at  Urbino,  died  1595,  iii.  45. 

Whitaker,  Dr.,  a  writer  agaiast  Popery,  died  1595,  i.  45,  47,  56  ;  iii. 

36,  39. 
Whitgift,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  ii.  220. 
Wniiams,   Dr.   Ed.,  ''Treatise  on  Equity  and  Sovereignty,"  note, 

i.  294. 
Willoughby,  Lord,  i.  82,  92. 
WoLfius,  John,  a  Latin  Divine  of  the  sixteenth  century,  iii.  40,  59,    . 

Yates,  J.,  B.D.,  biographical  notice  of,  iii.  283. 
Young's  Chronicles,  ii.  59,  and  iii.,  frequently. 

Zanchius,  Petrus,  i.  64,  77,  80  ;  u.  447;  iii.  33,  62. 
Zuinglius,  the  celebrated  Swiss  reformer,  ii.  218. 
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NEW  AND  VALUABLE  WORKS 

PUBLISHED    BY 

JOHN    SNOW,   35,   PATERNOSTEE   ROW. 


Now  ready,  beautifully  printed  in  demy  18mo.,  large  type,  bound  in  cloth, 
lettered,  price  3s.;  roan  embossed,  gilt  edges,  ds.  6d., 

Dr.  Watts's  Psalms  and  Hymns,  carefully  Re\ised  and  Rean-anged. 

By  JOSIAH  COXDER. 

In  this  Edition  the  Psalms  are  given  in  their  Biblical  order,  with  the  omission 
of  some  of  the  duplicate  versions,  bracketed  stanzas,  and  other  portions  not  gene- 
rally used.     The  Hymns  are  arranged  in  one  book,  according  to  their  subjects. 
%*  An  Edition  in  32mo.  will  be  ready  in  a  few  days. 

This  day  is  published,  in  post  8vo.,  with  Maps  and  Illustrations, 
cloth  lettered,  price  75., 

j        A    Tonr    in    South    Africa,    with   Notices   of  Natal,   IVIauritius, 

Madagascar,  Ceylon,  E'jypt,  and  Palatine.    By  Rev.  J.  J.  Freeman,  Home 
,  Secretary  of  the  London  Missionarj^  Society. 

!  Just  published,  in  18mo.,  price  6d.;  or  for  distribution,  25  Copies  for  10^., 

i        The  Great  Exhibition  Spiritnalized.     By  Rev.  Henry  Birch. 

"  We  wish  we  could  see  this  invaluable  little  book  put  into  the  hands  of  every  individual 
visiting  the  Crystal  Palace." 

Oliver  Cromwell;   or,  England  in  the  Past  viewed  in  Relation  to 

England  in  the  Present.     By  Rev.  J.  D.  Smith.     Fourth  Edition.    Foolscap  8vo., 
cloth  lettered,  I5. 
This  day  is  published,  in  small  8vo.,  elegantly  bound,  gilt  edge^,  price  5s., 

The  Poet  of  the  Sanctuary.     A  Centenaiy  Commemoration  of  the 

Labours  and  Services,  Literary  and  Devotional,  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  AVatts,  D.D. 
Preceded  by  Remarks  on  the  Origin  of  Psalmody  and  Christian  Hymnolog}-  in 
Earlier  Times.  By  Josiah  Coxder,  Esq.,  Author  of  the  "  Choir  and  the  Ora- 
tory," &c.  &c. 

The  Pye  Smith  Testimonial.     Proceedings  at  a  Public  Breakfast  in 

the  London  Tavern,  on  the  Presentation  of  a  Testimonial  to  the  Rev.  John  Pye 
Smith,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  F.G.S.,  &c.  &c.;  containing  an  Account  of  its  Origin 
and  Objects,  with  a  List  of  the  Contributors.     8vo.,  Is. 

Lectures  on  Christian  Theology.     By  the  late  Rev.  George  Payxe^ 

LL.D.,  Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  "Western  College.    With  a  ISIemoir  by  Rev. 

John  Pyer,  and  Reminiscences  by  Rev.  Ralph  Warplaw,  D.D.    Edited  by  Rev. 

Evan  Davies.     In  two  handsome  volumes  8vo.,  wdth  Portrait,  cloth  lettered,  '21$. 
"  Even*  Church  should  present  a  copy  of  this  invaluable  work  to  their  miuister." 
"To  students,  preachers,  and  pastors, —  to  gentlemen  of  station  and  culture, — to  men 

of  all  ranks  and  conditions  that  can  afford  tiie  moderate  price,  we  most  cordially  recommend 

them,  as  an  invaluable  addition  to  the  best  portion  of  our  Theology." — British  Banner. 

In  foolscap  8vo.,  the  Second  and  Cheap  Edition,  with  important  Additions,  4^.  6f/., 

Spiritual  Heroes ;  or,  Sketches  of  the  Puritans,  their  Character  and 

Times.     By  Rev.  J.  Stoughton. 

"We  arc  glad  to  see  a  second  edition  of  Mr.  Stoughton's  admirable  work  upon  the  early 
Puritans.    Few  books  could  come  more  seasonably  at  the  present  time." — Tail's  Magazine. 

TniETY-EiGiiTH  THOUSAND. — This  day  is  published,  a  New  and  Revised  Edition, 
in  larger  Type,  with  Portrait,  U\;  cloth  lettered,  I5.  6'/., 

The  Conversion  and  Death  -  bed  Experience  of  Mrs.  Little ;  to 

which  is  added,  A  GUIDE  TO  PEACE  WITH  GOD. 

"  Gold,  with  its  untold  millions,  is  a  nonentity  compared  with  the  value  of  this  volume, 
which,  we  feci  assured,  has  imparted  so  much  comfort  and  peace  to  the  thousands  who  have 
perused  it.     We  say  to  every  individual,  Read  this  book." 
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2  NEW   WOKKS   PUBLISHED   BY 

Popery  and  Puseyism  illustrated.  A  Series  of  Essays,  with  Ad- 
dresses and  Appeals  to  the  Sunday-School  Teachers  of  England.  By  Rev.  John 
Campbell,  D.D.     In  foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  2s.  6d. 

This  day  is  published,  in  18mo.,  price  Sd.;  cloth,  gilt  edges.  Is., 

The  Tenderness  of  Jesus  illustrated.     By  Rev.  J.  W.  Richardson. 
Tlie  Believer's  Assurance  of  Salvation:   Is  it  Attainable?    By 

Rev.  W.  Davis.     In  18mo.,  cloth,  gilt  edges,  price  Is. 

NEW    MISSIONARY    WORK    ON    INDIA. 

Now  ready,  the  Third  Edition,  in  1  vol.  post  8vo.,  cloth  lettered,  price  6s., 

India  and  tlie  G-Ospel ;  or,  an  Empire  for  the  Messiah.     By  Rev.  W. 

Clarkson,  Missionary.    With  Introductory  Remarks  hy  Rev.  T.  Archer,  D.D. 

"The  book  should  be  circulated  by  tens  of  thousands." — Eimngelicul  Blagazine. 

Fifth  Edition. — In  18mo.,  cloth,  price  Is.  Go?.,  with  Engravings, 

Missionary  Encouragements  m  India ;  or,  the  Christian  Village  in 

Gujurat.     By  Rev.  William  Clarkson,  Missionary. 

"  A  volume  of  thrilling  interest." 

"  We  are  not  surprised  that  this  small  volume  should  have  reached  a  Fifth  Edition  ;  and 
if  its  success  be  proportioned  to  its  merits,  many  more  editions  will  yet  be  called  for." — 
British  Mothers'  Magazine. 

Thy  Past  Impressions.    By  Rev.  William  Clarkson.    Price  Twopence. 

"A  truly  heart-searching  little  tract,  calculated  to  rouse  the  lukewarm  professor,  and  to 
stimidate  the  devoted  Christian.  It  is  one  of  those  publications  which  ought  to  have,  and 
which,  we  think,  will  have,  an  immense  sale.  We  say  to  every  Christian,  Buy  and  read  this 
book." — British  Mothers'  Magazine. 

Thy  Spiritual  Position.     By  Rev.  W.  Clarkson.     Price  2d. 

A   Glance   at   the   Interior  of  China,   obtained  during  a  Journey 

through  the  Silk  and  Green-Tea  Countries.  By  Rev.W.  H.  Medhurst,  D.D.  5s.  6d. 

The  Chinaman  Abroad;    an  Account  of  the  Malayan  Archipelago, 

particularly  of  Java.      By  Ong-Tae-Hae.      Translated  from  the  Original,  by 
Rev.  W.  H.  Medhurst,  D.D.      Price  3s.  6d. 

English  and  Chinese  Dictionary.     ByRev.W.  H.  Medhurst,  D.D. 

In  2  vols.  8vo.,  half-bound,  price  42^. 

A  Dissertation  on  the  Silk  Manufacture,  and  the  Cultivation  of  the 

Mulberr}\     Translated  from  the  Works  of  Tseu-kwang-K'he,  called  also  Paul 
Sin,  a  Colao,  or  Minister  of  State  in  China.     Price  4s.  6d. 

A  Dissertation  on  the  Theology  of  the  Chinese,  with  a  view  to  the 

elucidation  of  the  most  appropriate  term  for  expressing  the  Deity  in  the  Chinese 
Language.     By  Rev.  W.  II.  Medhurst,  D.D.     8vo.,  price  5s. 

Recreations ;  Physical  and  Mental,  Lawful  and  Unlawful :  a  Lec- 
ture.    By  Thomas  Aveling.     Foolscap  8vo.,  L*?.,  stiff  covers. 

A  Jubilee  Memorial ;  being  the  Substance  of  Two  Sermons  preached 
at  Kingsland  Chapel,  June  16,  1844,  on  occasion  of  the  Jubilee  of  that  Place  of 
Worship,  with  a  Statement  relative  to  its  Origin,  Founders,  and  First  Pastor,  &c. 
By  the  same  Author.    12mo.,  cloth.  Is. 

The  Mother's  Practical  Guide  in  the  Physical,  Litellectual,  and  Moral 

Training  of  her  Children;  with  an  additional  Chapter  upon  the  Claims  and  Respon- 
sibilities of  Step-mothers.     By  Mrs.  J.  Bakewell.     Third  Edition,  cloth,  3s.  6d. 

Friendly  Hints  to  Female  Servants  on  the  best  means  of  promoting 

their  Own  and  their  Employer's  Happiness.     By  the  same  Author.     In  cloth,  8d. 

Conversation  Cards  on  Intellectual  and  Moral  Subjects:  designed 

for  the  Instniction  and  Entertainment  of  Social   Parties.     By  the  same  Author. 
Second  Thousand,  in  a  nr^at  cloth  case,  2s.  C)d. 
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Temperance  and  Teetotalism ;    being  a  Candid  Inquiry  into  the 

Lawfulness  or  Unlawfulness  of  using  Distilled  and  Fermented  Liquors ;  conducted 
on  the  grounds  of  Scripture,  Philosophy,  and  Expediency,  but  especially  Scrip- 
ture.   With  an  Appendix.   By  Rev.  J.  H.  Barrow.    Demy  12mo.,  cloth,  Is.  6d. 

The  Old  Ministry;  or,  the  Inefficiency  of  Modern  Preaching  com- 
pared with  the  Apostolic  Administration  of  the  Gospel.  By  Rev.  N.  S.  S.  Bejian, 
D.D.    18mo.,  cloth,  Is,  6d. 

Salvation,  and  tlie  Way  to  Secnre  it.    By  the  Rev.  A.  Morton 

Brown,  LL.D.,  of  Cheltenham.     Price  6d.;  cloth,  gilt  edges,  Is. 

"  A  book  for  the  whole  world.  We  shall  rejoice  in  hearing  that  it  is  circulated  not  only 
by  thousands,  but  by  millions." 

Illustrations  of  the  Practical  Power  of  Faith,  m  a  Series  of  Popu- 
lar Discourses  on  part  of  the  Eleventh  Chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews. 
By  Rev.  Thomas  Binney.     Second  Edition,  foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  5s. 

Patristic  Evenings.     By  John  Biet.     Post  8vo.,  cloth,  6s. 

"This  is  a  volume  for  all:  a  rich  storehouse  of  general  knowledge — the  result  of  immense 
reading,  and  not  a  little  reflection." — Christian  Witness. 

Egypt;  a  Populai-  and  Familiar  Description  of  the  Land,  People,  and 
Produce.  With  an  Introductory  Essay,  by  Rev.  T.  Boaz,  LL.D.,  Missionan,- 
frora  Calcutti.  Second  Edition,  with  a  ]\Iap  and  Fifty  Engravings,  foolscap  8vo., 
cloth,  OS.  6d. 

"  This  account  of  Egypt  has  already  attained  to  the  honour  of  a  Second  Edition,  and  it 
is  not  difficult  to  prophesy  that  many"  more  editions  will  be  called  for.  It  is  by  far  the 
best  account  of  Egypt  which  we  possess  ;  popularly  and  pleasingly  written  ;  and  bringing 
before  the  mind's"eye  a  more  perfect  picture  of  the  country  and  its  curiosities,  its  people 
and  their  manners,  than  we  ever  remember  to  have  had  produced  by  a  mere  description 
ill  words.  It  is  eminently  adapted  for  family  reading,  and  might  usefully  be  introduced 
into  schools  as  a  reading  class-book." — Critic. 

Memoir  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  Thomas  Cartwright,  B.D., 

the  distinguished  Puritan  Reformer;  including  the  principal  Ecclesiastical  Move- 
ments in  "the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  By  Rev.  Bexjamin  Brook,  1  vol. 
8vo.,  cloth,  10.^\  6d. 

"  It  is  worth  being  bom  to  write  such  a  work  as  this,  which  furnishes  the  real  character  of 
the  Reformation,  with  an  account  of  its  interruption  by  the  secular  power,  and  the  efl"orts  of 
the  principal  Reformers  to  carr\'  it  to  a  greater  extent,  pointing  out  the  only  legitimate 
sources  of  Reform." — Christian  Witfiess. 

Wesleyan  Hymnology;   or,   a  Companion  to  the  Wesleyan  Hymn- 

Book;  comprising  Remarks — Critical,  Explanatory,  and  Cautionary;  designed  to 
promote  the  more  profitable  use  of  the  Volume,  Second  Edition.  Revised  and 
corrected ;  with  <m  Appendix,  in  which  the  work  is  vindicated  from  the  censures 
recently  thrown  upon  it.     By  Rev.  W.  P.  Burgess.     18mo.,  cloth,  35. 

Recollections  of  Northern  India.     With  Observations  on  the  Origin, 

Customs,  and  Moral  Sentiments  of  the  Hindoos;  and  Remarks  on  the  Country 
and  Principal  Places  on  the  Ganges,  &c.  By  Rev.  Willia3i  Buyers,  Missionary 
at  Benares,  Author  of ''  Letters  on  India,"  &c. 

Letters  on  India;  ^vith  Special  Reference  to  the  Spread  of  Chris- 
tianity.    By  the  same  Author.     12mo.,  cloth,  os. 

Maritime  Discovery  and  Christian  Missions  considered    in   their 

Mutual  Relations;  comprehending  the  Discovery  of  India,  America,  and 
Pohoiesia;  with  the  First  Missions  to  those  Regions;  the  Rise  and  Progress  of 
the  Missionary  Spirit  in  England,  &c.  &c.  By  the  Rev,  JonN  Campbell,  D.D. 
8vo.,  cloth,  with  many  Engravings,  125. 

"  A  book  of  greater  interest  it  has  seldom  been  our  lot  to  meet  with  :  wo  do  not  recollect, 
indeed,  ever  tohave  perused  one  with  more  interest."— fJ^/i^r/jV  Rci^ifir. 


Hosted  by  Google 
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Apostolical  Independency,  exemplified  in  the  History,  Doctrines, 
Discipline,  and  Ordinances  of  the  Congregational  CnuRcnES,  commonly  called 
"  Independent."     By  Rev.  J.  S.  Bright.     Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  Is.  6d. 

The  Martyr  of  Erromanga ;  or,  the  Philosophy  of  Missions;  illus- 
trated from  the  Labours,  Death,  and  Character  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Williams. 
B}'^  the  Rev.  John  Campbell,  D.D.  Third  and  Cheap  Edition,  foolsciip,  cloth, 
with  Portrait,  6s.    Large  Edition,  lOs.  6d. 

"  No  uninspired  book  has  ever  done  such  service  to  the  cause  of  Penre  as  the  '  IMartyr 
of  Erromanga.'  To  the  prosecution  of  this  Divine-like  purpose,  he  brings  a  mind  of  no 
ordinary  powers  and  acquirements,  and  reading  of  a  prodigious  amount,  genius  and  ima- 
gination truly  poetical,  with  a  stern  honesty  of  aim,  and  a  sanctitied  zeal  for  truth." — 
Herald  of  Peace. 

BY    THE    SAME   AUTHOR. 

Memoirs  of  David  Nasmith :    his  Labours  and  Travels  in  Great 

Britain,  France,  the  United  States,  and  Canada.      1    vol.  royal   l^mo.,  cloth, 
with  Portrait,  lOs.  Qd. 

Letters  on  the  Bible  Monopoly.     1  vol.  12mo.,  cloth,  25.  Q>tL 
Letters    on  Pastoral   Visitation,   District   Meetings  of  Churches, 

Congregational    Friendly    Societies,    and    Sunday-School    Instruction.      Second 
Edition,  12mo.,  l6\ 

Letters  on  Wesleyan  Methodism  in  England  and  the  Colonies,  and 

a  History  of  Whitfield's  Churches.     8vo.,  M. 
The   Comprehensive  Hymn-Book;  One  Thousand  Hymns,  Original 

and  Selected.      Fifth  Edition,  '2-lnio.,  in  sheep,  ?ys.;  roan,  gilt  edges,  \s. 

Church  Fellowship  for  Young  People.     With  a  Practical  Essay  on 

Marriage.     \s. 

Sacramental  Communion  for  Young  People.    A  Treatise  on  the 

Lord's  Supper.     \s. 

Theology  for  Youth.     Ninth  Edition,  Is. 

A  Catechism  on  First  Principles  of  Saving  Knowledge.    Ninth 

Edition,  'dd. 

A   Catechism    on   the   Facts    of  the   New  Testament.     Ninth 

lulition,  4:d. 

A  Catechism  on  the  Facts  of  the  Old  Testament.    Ninth  Edi- 
tion, 4(/. 
The  Marrow  of  Modern  Hymn-Books,  for  the  use  of  Sunday  Schools, 

&c.  Eighth  Edition,  'id. 
Ten  Sermons  preached  at  the  Tabei-nacle  and  Tottenham-Court  Chai)el. 
By  Rev.  John  Campbell,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  J.  W.  Richardson.  On  tlie  follow- 
ing important  subjects:  —  Self-Examination — Sell^Decoptioii  ;  Self- Approval  — 
Self-Condemnation  ;  Srlf-Dcnial  —  Self-indulgence  ;  Sdf-Distmst  —  Self-Con- 
fidence;  Self- Preservation — Self-Destruction.    Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  '2s.  (id. 

Profits  to  be  devoted  to  the  erection  of  Class-rooms  for  the  instruction  of  Bible  Classes 
in  connection  with  the  Tabernacle  Catechetical  School. 

British  India,  in  its  Relation  to  the  Decline  of  Hindooisni,  and  the 
Progress  of  Christianity  ;  containing  Remarks  on  the  Manners,  Customs,  and 
Literatm-e  of  the  Peopfe;  on  the  Effects  which  Idolatry  has  produced  upon  their 
Civil,  Moral,  and  Political  Relations,  &c.  &c.  By  Rev.  ^V^ILLIAM  Campbell,  of 
the  London  Missionary  Society-.  Second  Thousand.  (Jvo.,  cloth,  beautifully 
illustrated,  lis. 
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The  Pastor's  Glory  and  Joy.     By  Rev.  Lawrence  H.  Byenes,  B.A. 

Post  8vo.,  i)d. 

The  Gennan  Reformation  in  the  Nineteenth  Century ;  or^  Illus- 
trations of  Popery  ill  Power,  and  of  Truth  in  Conflict.  With  short  Notices  of 
the  Religious  State  of  Austria,  Bavaria,  Pnissia,  and  the  Baltic  Provinces  of 
Russia.     B}'  Mrs.  Stanley  Carr.    Second  Thousand,  post  8vo.,  cloth,  6^. 

"It  will  afford  us  sincere  pleasure  to  sec  this  work  a  companion  to  every  edition,  ay, 
to  every  copy  of  D'Aubignc's  History  of  the  Reformation."— J/a«-67it^-<cr  Times. 

Confessions  of  a  Convert  from  Baptism  nv  Water  to  Baptism 

WITH  Water.     Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  2s. 

"  We  regard  this  work  as  a  good  antidote  to  counteract  the  flippant  and  dogmatic 
statements  which  arc  oftentimes  advanced  on  the  never-ending  subject  of  Baptism;  and 
which  are  continuously  made  by  the  most  illiberal  and  least-informed  portion  of  the  im- 
mersion brethren.  We  coidially  recommend  this  as  a  compendious,  interesting,  and 
excellent  work,  well  adapted  to  inform  and  guard  the  minds  of  young  persons,  and  of 
others  who  are  uninformed,  concerning  the  principal  topics  involved  in  the  Baptismal 
controversy." —  IVcslei/an  Association  Ma-gazine. 

The  Sick  Visitor's  Companion;   consisting   of  Selections   from   the 

Sacred  Scriptures,  Short  Addresses,  and  Prayers,  suited  to  the  Sick  of  different 
characters,  and  designed  as  a  help  to  Christians  who  visit  the  Sick  for  religious 
purposes.     By  Rev.  John  Corbin.     P2mo.,  cloth,  Is.  M. 

The  Final  Happiness  of  the  Saints  in  Heaven :  An  Essay.    By  the 

late  Rev.  Samuel  Cornford.     18mo.,  cloth,  \s.  6d. 

Recently  published,  in  one  handsome  volume  8vo.,  cloth  lettered,  price  2s.  6d., 

Lectures  on  Education,  delivered  at  Crosby  Hall.  By  Edward 
Baines,  Esq.,  Rev.  A.  Wells,  Rev.  R.  W.  Hamilton,  LL.D.,  D.D.,  Rev.  A. 
Reed,  Edward  Meall,  Esq.,  Rev.  Henry  Richard,  and  Rev.  Robert  Ainslie, 
and  published  by  the  Congregational  Board  of  Education. 

American  Scenes  and  Christian  Slavery.    A  recent  Tour  of  Four 

Thousand  Miles  in  the  United  Suites.  By  Ebenezer  Davies,  Minister  of 
Mission  Chapel,  New  Amsterdam,  Berbice.     Post  Ovo.,  cloth,  7s.  6d. 

"  It  is  impossible  to  do  anything  approaching  to  justice  to  this  volume  by  statement.  It 
must  be  read  to  be  appreciated.  It  is  one  of  those  books  that  intelligent  persons  could 
read  on  and  on,  and  for  ever.  The  only  page  that  will  be  perused  XA-ith  any  feeling  Of 
uneasiness  will  be  the  last,  to  think  that  the  feast  is  at  an  end." — Christian  Wihjess. 

China  and  her  Spiritual  Claims.     By  the  Rev.  Evan  Davies,  late 

Missionary  to  the  Chinese.     Foolscap  Ovo.,  cloth,  2s. 

Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Dyer,  Missionaiy  to  the  Cliiuese.    By 

the  same  Author.     Foolscap  8vo-,  cloth,  4^.  6c/. 

The  True  Dignity  of  Human  Nature ;  or,  Man  viewed  in  Relation 

to  Immortiility.     By  Rev.  Wm.  Davis.     Second  Edition,  l'2mo.,  cloth,  3i\  bV/. 

Sacramental  Meditations  and  Spiritual  Experience.     Forming  a 

Practical  Sequel  to  his  celebrated  Work — "  The  Rise  and  Progress  of  Religion  in 
the  Soul."     By  Puilip  Doddridge,  D.D.     Cheap  Edition,  doth,  l6\  6d. 

Devotional  Letters.  Affording  Advice  and  Consolation  under  Family 
Bereavements,  and  other  trying  Dispensiitions  of  Divine  Providence.  By  the 
same  Author.     Cheap  Edition,  cloth,  Is.  6d 

Parental  Comfort  in  Parental   Sc  row,   addressed    especially   to 

Christian  Parents  Mourning  the  Death  f  Infant  Children.  By  Rev.  John 
Edwards.     Royal  32mo.,  6d. 

"  This  book  is  one  of  a  class  which  will  always  be  interpsting,  so  long  as  there  are 
children  in  the  world  and  death  among  children.  It  is  a  tender  and  edifying  treatise  wliich 
cannot  fiul  to  be  a  favorite  with  every  Christian  family." — Christian  Mltnns. 
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The  Principles  and  Position  of  the  Con^egational  Churches. 

By  Rev.  Algernon  Wells.     8vo.,  sewed,  6d. 

A  Series  of  Discourses  on  the  Proper  Deity  of  the  Son  of  God, 

and  the  Primary  Design  of  his  Mission.    By  Rev.  T.  East.    8vo.,  cloth,  10s.  6d. 

On  Revivals  of  Religion.      By  Jonathan  Edwards.     With  Notes 

and  Introduction  by  Rev.  Dr.  Patton;  and  Introductory  Preface  by  Rev.  J.  A. 
James,  of  Birmingham.     Cheap  Edition,  royal  8vo.,  2s, 

The  History  of  the  London  Missionary  Society;  comprising  an 

Account  of  the  Origin  of  the  Society,  Biographical  Notices  of  some  of  its  Founders 
and  Missionaries ;  with  a  Record  of  its  Progress  at  Home,  and  its  Operations 
Abroad.  Compiled  from  Original  Documents  in  the  possession  of  the  Society. 
By  Rev.  W.  Ellis,  late  Foreign  Secretary  of  the  Society,  and  Author  of  "  Poly- 
nesian Researches.''  Vol.  I.  To  be  completed  in  2  vols.  8vo.,  cloth,  10s.  6d. 
*:^*  Vol.  II.  will  shortly  appear. 

The  Island  ftueen :    a  Missionary  Poem.     By  Mrs.  Ellis,  Author  of 

"  The  Women  of  England,"  "  Sons  of  the  Soil,"  &c.     Post  8vo.,  cloth,  5s. 

Now  ready,  for  general  circulation,  price  2s.  only,  a  New  Edition  of 

Finney's  Lectures  on  Revivals  of  Religion.   Carefully  Revised,  with 

Notes,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Patton,  and  Introductory  Preface  by  the  Rev.  J.  A. 
James,  of  Birmingham. 

"  Such  a  course  of  twenty-two  Lectures  was  never  before  published  in  our  own  or  any 
other  language." — Revivalist, 

This  day  is  published,  price  4cZ., 
Repentance :  Its  Nature,  Grounds,  Necessity,  and  Infinite  Importance. 
By  Rev.  C.  G.  Finney. 

Professor  Finney  on  Prayer.     Price  6cL;  cloth,  gilt  edges,  l^. 
Tlie  History  of  tlie  Revival  and  Progress  of  Independency  in 

England,  since  the  Period  of  the  Reformation.  With  an  Introduction,  containing 
an  Account  of  the  Development  of  the  Principles  of  Independence  in  the  Age  of 
Christ  and  his  Apostles,  and  of  the  Gradual  Departure  of  the  Church  into  Anti- 
Christian  Error,  until  the  Time  of  the  Reformation.  By  Joseph  Fletcher. 
4  vols,  foolscap  8vo.,  sewed.,  Is.  6d.  each;  cloth  lettered,  2s. 

A  Gentile's  Entreaty.     By  Rev.  J.  J.  Freeman.     18mo.,  cloth,  1^. 

This  day  is  published,  in  small  8vo.,  price  5s., 

Paul  the  Apostle;  or,  Sketches  from  his  Life.      By  the  Rev.  H.  J. 

Gamble. 
Scripture  Baptism  ;  being  a  Series  of  Familiar  Letters  to  a  Friend,  in 

reply  to  "Christian  Baptism,"  recently  published  by  the  Hon.  and   Rev.  Baptist 
Noel,  M.A.     By  Henry  J.  Gamble,  of  Planover  Chapel,  Peckham.     Foolscap 
8vo.,  cloth,  45. 
Genius  of  the  Sabbath ;  or,  the  Nature  and  Design  of  the  Sabbath, 
and  its  perpetual  Obligation  upon  the  Church.       18mo.,  cloth.  Is. ;   silk,  gilt 

edges,  Is.  6d. 

"  Everything  would  naturdly  be  at  rest,''— Given,  on  Psalm  cxxx.,  p.  36. 

Christian  Baptism:  an  Inquiry  into  the  Scriptural  Evidence  of  the 
Mode,  the  Subject,  and  the  Design  of  the  Rite,  and  the  Meaning  of  the  Term. 
By  Rev.  J.  H.  Godwin.     Foolscap  8vo.,  clotb,  6s.  6d. 

The  Christian  Philosopher  triumphing  over  Death ;  being  a  Nar- 
rative of  the  Closing  Scenes  of  the  Life  of  the  late  William  Gordon,  M.D., 
F.L.S.,  of  Kingston-upon-Hull.  By  Rev.  Newman  Hall,  B.A.  Nmth  Thou- 
sand, crown  8vo.,  cloth,  4.y. 
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Come  to  Jesus.     By  Rev.  New^aian  Hall,  B.A.     Two  Hundred  and 

Second  Thousand,  price  Sd.;  large  paper,  id.;  cloth,  gilt  edges,  Is. 

"A  valuable  little  book:  we  strongly  recommend  all  our  readers  to  get  it." — Friendly 
Visitor. 

*'It  is  I; "  or,  the  Voice  of  Jesus  in  the  Storm.    By  the  same  Author. 

Fifty-seventh  Thousand,  demy  18mo.,  6d;  cloth,  gilt  edges,  I5. 

The  Scriptural  Claims  of  Teetotalism.  Addi-essed  to  British  Chris- 
tians.    By  the  same  Author.     Third  Edition,  price  M. 

"It  is  good  neither  to  eat  flesh  nor  to  drink  wine,  nor  anj'thing  whereby  thy  brother 
stumblcth,  or  is  oflFended,  or  is  made  weak." — St.  Paul. 

Divine  Socialism ;  or,  the  Man  Christ  Jesus.    By  the  same  Author,  Sd. 
My  Baptized  One.     Thoughts  for  Thinking  Parents.     By  Benjamin 

H ANBURY.     Just  ready,  18mo.,  Qd. 

"  They  brought  unto  him  also  infants." — Lvke. 

The  Vaudois  ;  comprising  Observations  made  dm'ing  a  Visit  to  the 
Valleys  of  Piedmont,  in  the  Summer  of  1844;  together  -with  Remarks  Introduc- 
tory and  Interspersed,  illustrative  of  the  Origin,  History,  and  Present  Circum- 
stances of  that  Interesting  People.  By  Rev.  E.  Henderson,  D.D.  Post  8vo., 
cloth,  with  Map,  Qs. 

Home  and  its  Resources  ;   or,  Glimpses  of  Nature.     By  the  Author 

of  the*"  Botanical  Ladder."  IBmo.,  cloth  lettered,  '2s. 

The  Crisis  of  Popular  Education  :  its  Statistics,  and  Relation  to  the 

Government.  With  Notice  of  the  recent  "  Minutes  in  Council,"  &c.  By  John 
Hoppus,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  Professor  of  Philosophy  and  Logic  in  University  College, 
London.     8vo.,  bs. 

ScMsm ;  as  opposed  to  tlie  Unity  of  the  Church,  especially  in  the 

Present  Times.  A  Prize  Essay.  By  the  same  Author.  Second  Edition,  post  8vo., 
boards,  5s. 

"  That  they  all  may  be  one." 

Agrippa;  or,  the  Nominal  Christian  invited  to  Consideration  and  Deci- 
sion.    By  Rev.  John  Jefferson.    Third  Thousand,  18mo.,  cloth,  l.-?.  6tf. 

"A  very  powerful  appeal  to  the  consciences  of  those  who  arc  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
Christianity,  but  who  still  linger  in  a  state  of  indecision.  We  augur  much  good  from  its 
extensive  circulation." — Evangelical  Magazine. 

Truth  and  Duty :  an  Appeal  to  British  Youth  on  the  Present  Claims 

of  Christianity;  being  the  Substance  of  Three  Discourses  to  the  Young,  recently 
delivered  in  Abney  Chapel,  Stoke  Newington.  By  the  same  Author.  18mo., 
cloth,  L^.  * 

These  Times  :  a  Tract  for  the  Young,  showing  the  Claims  which  Ecli- 
gious  Truth  has  upon  their  Attention  and  Zeul.    By  the  same  Author.    18mo.,  4(/. 

On  the  Union  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  Church  in  the  Conver- 
sion of  the  World.  By  Rev.  T.  W.  Jenkyn,  D.D.,  F.G.S.  Second  Edition,  fcup. 
8vo.,  cloth  lettered,  Cx^. 

"  We  bear  our  willing  testimony  to  the  transcendent  ability  displayed  in  the  work  before 
us.  It  is  profound  in  thought,  close  in  argumentation,  and  rich  in  its  illustrations." — 
Methodist  Nciv-Connexion  Maga-zine. 

The  Extent  of  the  Atonement,  in  its  Relation  to  God  and  the  Uni- 
verse.    By  the  same  Author.     Third  Edition,  post  8vo.,  cloth  lettered,  7s. 

"We  think,  with  conclusive  certainty,  that  this  paminount  and  transcendent  doctrine 
has  never  been  presented  in  such  a  series  of  lucid  disquisitions,  and  with  a  comprehension 
so  adapted  to  the  xnajesty  of  the  subject,  in  any  book  published  in  the  United  Kingdom." — 
Home  Missionari/  Magaziiie. 
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The  Holy  Art  of  Winniiig  Souls  to  Clirist,  exemplified  in  the  Life 

and  Ministry  of  the  late  Rev.  Morgan  Jones,  of  Trelech.     18mo.,  cloth.  Is.  Zd. 

Primitive  Christianity  illustrated ;   in  Thirty  Sermons,  on  various 

Doctrines,  Ordinances,  and  Duties,  taught  and  enjoined  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
and  his  Apostles.  By  the  late  Rev.  Wm.  Jones,  M.A.  Second  Edition,  8vo., 
published  at  12.s.,  reduced  to  5*.-. 

***  A  few  copies  of  the  above  invaluable  volume  remaining,  early  application  should  be 

Autobiography  of  William  Jones,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  The  History 

of  the  Waldenses,''  "Biblical  Cj^clopaedia,"  "Lectures  on  Ecclesiastical  History," 
&c.    Edited  by  his  Son.     1  vol.  8vo.,  cloth  lettered,  bs. 

"  To  libraries,  mechanics'  institutes,  and  enterprising  students,  we  would  cordially  re- 
commend Jones'  Autobiography,  replete  with  interest,  instruction,  and  encouragement."— 
Manchester  Times. 

Essay  on  Improper  and  Unhappy  Marriages ;  or,  a  Guide  in  form- 
ing Connexions  for  Life.     By  Rev.  W.  Jones.     18mo.,  cloth,  Is.  6d.;  sewed,  Is. 

The  Jubilee  Services  of  the  London  Missionary  Society ;  containing 

the  Sermons  of  Rev.  James  Parsons,  Rev.  William  Jay,  and  Dr.  Raffles, 
&c.  &c.     1  vol.  8vo.,  cloth,  3s.  6d. 

Aids  to  Memory;  or,  the  Principal  Facts  and  Dates  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment History,  and  of  the  subsequent  History  of  the  Jews,  to  the  Period  of  the 
Incarnation,  embodied  in  short  Mnemonic  Sentences,  on  the  plan  of  Mrs.  J. 
Slater's  "  Sentential  Chronologica;,"  with  a  Pvecommcndatory  Preface  by  Dr. 
Vaughan.     By  Mrs.  Jukes.     18mo.,  cloth,  2s. 

This  day  is  publishefl,  in  1  vol.  foolscap  Ovo.,  cloth  lettered,  price  5s.  M., 

Discourses  on  Holy  Scripture,  with  Notes  and  Illustrations.    By  Rev. 

John  Kelly,  Liverpool. 

Church  Catechism  considered  in  its  Character  and  Tendency ;  in 

a  Series  of  Letters  to  a  Clergj^man.     By  Rev.  John  Kelly.     Is. 

The  Jewish  Exile;  or,  Religion  exemplified  in  the  Life  and  Charac- 
ter of  Daniel.  By  Rev.  John  Kennedy,  A.M.,  Stepney.  18rao.,  cloth,  2s.;  silk, 
gilt  edges,  3s. 

Scotchman  Abroad.    By  Rev.  Richard  Knill.     6c/. 

The  Footsteps  of  Messiah:    a  Review  of  PiLssages  in  the  History  of 

Jesus  Christ.  By  Rev.  W.  Leask,  Author  of  "  Our  Era,''  "  The  Evidences  of 
Grace,"  &c.      Post  8vo.,  cloth,  7*'.;  morocco,  elegant,  r2if. 

"The  work  now  before  us  vvill  not  only  sustain,  but  greatly  add  to  the  author's  well- 
earned  reputation.  Such  a  book  was  a  desideratum  in  Christian  literature." — Oxford 
Chronicle. 

The  Evidences  of  Grace ;  or,  the  Christian  Character  delineated.  By 
the  same  Author.     18mo,,  cloth  lettered,  price  Is.  Gc/. 

Views  from  Calvary.      By  the  same  Author.    18mo.,  cloth,  2s.  6d. 

*'  A  most  delightful  book,  and  will  be  read  with  intense  interest  by  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  the  members  of  our  churches." 

Pliilosophical  Lectures.     18mo.,  sewed,  l6.;  cloth,  2s. 

Now  ready,  the  Second  Edition,  in  post  8vo.,  cloth  lettered,  price  .V  G(/., 

Christianity  in  Harmony  with  Man's  Nature,  Present  and  Progres- 
sive.    By  Rev.  George  Legge,  LL.D.,  of  Leicester. 

Christian  Privileges;  or,  a  View  of  the  peculiar  Blessings  appertain- 
ing to  the  Believer  in  Christ.  By  Rev.  T.  Lewis,  of  Islington,  Author  of  "  Chris- 
tian Characteristics,"  "Christian  Duties,"  &c.  &c.     Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  3s.  Gd. 
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The  Christian  Graces ;  or,  the  Fruits  of  the  Sph-it.      By  Kev.  T. 

Lewis.     Cloth,  8c/.;  silk,  gilt  edges,  I5.  6cl. 

Unfiilfilled  Prophecy  respecting  Eastern  Nations,    especially  the 

Turks,  the  Russians,  and  the  Jews.    By  Rev.  A.  Macleod.    r2mo.,  cloth,  -is. 
"  To  show  unto  his  servants  things  which  must  shortly  come  to  pass." 

Christian  Consolation;    or,  the  Unity  of  the  Divine   Procedure,  a 

Source  of  Comfort  to  Afflicted  Christians.  By  R-ev.  Edward  Mannering. 
Second  Edition,  foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  4s. 

Christian  Consistency ;    or,  the  Connexion  between  Experimental  and 

Practical  Religion.  Designed  for  Young  Christians.  By  the  same  Author. 
18mo.,  cloth,  2s. 

Christian  Happiness  considered,  in  its  Relation  to  ]\Ian,  Families, 

and  Churches.  Comprising  "  The  Happy  Man,"  "  The  Happy  Family,"  "  The 
Happy  Church."     By  the  same  Author.     Second  Edition,  18mo.,  cloth,  2s. 

A  Pastor's  Plea  for  the  Unity  of  his  People.  By  the  same  Au- 
thor.    18mo.,  cloth,  limp,  6d. 

Madagascar  and  its  Martyrs.     A  Book  for  the  Young.     With  Five 

Engravings.     Price  8d.  sewed;  cloth.  Is.  2d. 
Recollections  of  a  Tour.    A  Summer  Ramble  in  Belgium,  Germany, 

and  Switzerland;  including  Sketches  of  the  Minor  States  of  Gennany,  the  Father- 
land of  the  Reformation,  Modem  Reform  in  Continental  Churches,  and  the  Con- 
dition of  the  Dispersed  Jews.  By  Rev.  J.  W.  Massie,  D.D.,  M.R.I. A.  Post 
8vo.,  cloth,9  s. 

"It  vt-ill  henceforth  be  a  choice  companion  to  those  who  shall  travel  the  same  regions, 
and  form  a  most  interesting  and  valuable  substitute  for  such  travel  to  those  who  can  spare 
neither  the  time  nor  the  money."— CAns^mn  Witness. 

The  Evangelical  Alliance  ;  its  Origin  and  Development.     Containing 

Personal  Notices  of  its  Distinguished  Friends  m  Europe  and  America,  By  the 
same  Author.     Post  8vo.,  cloth,  85.  6d. 

Liberty  of  Conscience  illustrated,  and  the  Social  Relations  sustained 

l»y  Christians  as  Members  of  the  Commonwealth  considered.  By  the  same  Au- 
thor.    Post  8vo.,  sewed,  2s. ;  cloth,  Ss. 

**  It  is  a  book  of  ^cat  facts,  great  principles,  pervaded  by  an  earnest  spirit  of  true  re- 
ligion, and  the  highest  patriotism.  One  of  the  best  signs  of  the  times  would  be  a  demand 
for  at  least  10,000  copies  of  this  work,  which  is  issued  at  a  price  so  trifling  as  to  place  it 
within  the  easy  reach  of  individuals  of  the  most  straitened  means." — Christian  Witness. 

Matilda's  Legacy:  a  Collection  of  the  Posthumous  Poetical  Produc- 
tions of  Matilda,  Authoress  of  "  Meditative  Hours,"  &c.  Also,  a  Brief  Sketch 
of  her  Spiritual  Career,  and  Extracts  from  her  Diary  and  Correspondence.  By 
J.  M.     18mo.,  cloth,  gilt  edges,  'ds. 

Seasons  of  Peace.     Poems  on  Subjects  Sacred  and  Moral.     By  the 

same  Author.     Second  Edition,  32mo.,  cloth,  gilt  edges,  2s. 

China :  its  State  and  Prospects,  with  especial  Reference  to  the  Diffu- 
sion of  the  Gospel ;  containing  Allusions  to  the  Antiquity,  Extent,  Population, 
Civilization,  Literature,  Religion,  and  Manners  of  the  Chinese;  ^^^th  Remarks  on 
the  Opium  Trade.  By  Rev.  W.  H.  Medhurst,  D.D.,  Twenty  Years  a  iMission- 
ary  to  the  Chinese.     Fifth  Thousand,  8vo.,  cloth,  I2s. 

"To  those  who  are  interested  in  investigations  on  the  state  of  China,  this  book  will  be  a 
most  valuable  aid.  It  has  advanced  our  knowledge  of  China  immensely ;  and  is  one  which 
every  scholar  and  antiquarian  should  possess,  if  the  purpose  were  merely  that  of  knowinc? 
general  history  and  customs." — C/itirchman' s  Magazine. 
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Exposition,  with  Practical  Observations  on  the  Book  of  Proverbs. 

By  Matthew  Henry.     8vo.,  cloth,  2s.  6d. 

The  Tme  Mode  of  Baptism  investigated ;  being  a  Plain  and  Com- 
pendious Summary  of  Evidences  in  favour  of  Sprinkling,  and  against  Immersion. 
By  T.  Mills.     Royal  18mo.,  cloth,  2s. 

This  day  is  published,  18mo.,  cloth,  price  Is., 

Scripture  Subjects,  put  into  Simple  Verse  for  the  Young.  Bj  Rev. 
Edward  Miller,  of  Chiswick. 

Memoir  of  the  Eev.  T.  S.  M'Kean,  M.A.,  Missionary  at  Tahiti,  who 

was  killed  by  a  Musket-shot,  during  an  Engagement  between  the  Natives  and 
the  French,  on  the  .30th  of  June,  1044.  By  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Miller.  With 
an  Introduction  by  Rev.  Arthur  Tidman,  D.D.,  Foreign  Secretary  of  the  London 
Missionary  Society.     Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  3.s. 

The  profits  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  work  will  be  given  to  the  Widow  and  Children  of 
the  Deceased. 

The  Elevation  of  the  People,  Instructional,  Moral,  and  Social. 

By  Rev.  Thomas  Milner,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Astronomy  and  Scripture,"  &c. 
8vo.,  cloth,  lOs.Gd. 

Astronomy  and  Scripture ;  or,  Some  Illustrations  of  that  Science,  and 

of  the  Sokir,  Lunar,  Stellar,  and  Terrestrial  Phenomena  of  Holy  Writ.  By  the 
same  Author.  Fcap.  8vo.,  with  many  Illustrations,  cloth,  7s.;  morocco,  elegant, 
lOs.Gd. 

Missionary  Labours  and  Scenes  in  Southern  Africa.    By  the  Rev. 

Robert  Moffat,  Twenty-three  Years  a  Missionary  in  South  Afi-ica.  8vo.,  with 
Map,  and  beautifully  illustrated,  cloth,  I2s. 

Cheap  Edition.    Seventeenth  Thousand.   Royal  8vo.,  sewed, 

3.5. ;  cloth,  is. 

The  Farewell  Services  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Moffat,  at  Edinburgh, 

Manchester,  and  London;  including  his  last  Sermon  in  England.  Foolscap  8vo., 
cloth,  2s.  6d. 

Counsels  to  a  Newly- Wedded  Pair;    or,  Friendly  Suggestions  to 

Husbands  and  Wives.  A  Companion  for  the  Honey-Moon, and  a  Remembrancer 
for  Life.  With  an  Appendix,  containing  Extracts  on  the  Subject  of  Marriage 
from  the  Writings  of  several  Christian  Divines.  By  Rev.  John  Morison,  D.D. 
Nineteenth  Thousand.     3-2mo.,  white  silk,  gilt  edges,  2s.  Gd.;  cloth,  \s.  6d. 

BY    THE    same   AUTHOR. 

Counsels  for  the  Communion  Table ;  or,  Persuasives  to  an  immediate 

Observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper.     Third  Edition,  silk,  2s.  Gd.  ;  cloth,  Ls.  Gd. 

The  Christian  Pastor  visiting  his  Flock,  and  the  Flock  reciprocating 

their  Pastor's  Care.     Third  Edition,  silk,  2s.  Gd.  ;  boards.  Is.  Gd. 
Counsels  to  the  Young.     Fourth  Edition,  silk,  gilt  edges,  2s. ;  cloth, 

Lv.  3c/.  . 
Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Labours  of  the  Rev.  R.  Morrison,  D.D., 

Missionary  to  China.  By  his  Widow.  With  Critical  Notes  by  Professor  Kidd. 
2  vols.  8vo.,  cloth,  24^. 

This  day  is  published,  18mo.,  cloth,  2s.',  gilt  edges,  2,;?.  Gd., 

Walks  through  Paradise:  a  Guide  to  the  Young  in  the  Study  of  the 

Primeval  History  of  Man.     By  Rev.  Da\'ID  Moses. 
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Memoirs  of  Mrs.  Louisa  Mimdy,  of  the  London  Missionary  Societ/s 

Mission  at  Chinsurah,  Bengal  ;  with  Extracts  from  her  Diary  and  Letters.  By 
her  HusBA>'D.     Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  As. 

"  A  deeply-interesting  book,  exhibiting  the  profoundest  piet\%  and  the  most  energetic 
and  untiring  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Mi.ssions.  The  Memoir  of  this  gifted  and  holy  woman 
would  not  be  too  highly  honoured  if  printed  in  letters  of  gold." — Manchester  Times. 

Modem  Immersion  directly  opposed  to  Scriptural  Baptism;  in 

Reph^  to  Alexander  Carson,  LL.D.  By  John  Munro,  Minister  of  the 
Gospel,  KnockanJo  ;  Author  of  "  Essays  on  God's  Covenant  and  Church,"  &c. 
8vo.  sewed,  L^--  (id. 

*'  So  shall  he  spriyikle  many  nations." — Isaiah. 

"  Then  will  I  sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  shall  be  clean." — Ezekiel. 

The  New  Testament,  translated  from  the  Original  Greek.     The 

GOSPELS,  1)V  George  Campbell,  D.D.  The  ACTS  and  REVELATION, 
hy  Philip  Doddridge,  D.D.  The  EPISTLES,  Ly  James  Macknight,  D.D. 
ISmo.,  cloth,  -2$.  6d. 

The  Normal  School :  bj  Algernon  Wells.     The  Model  School :  by 

William  J.  Unwin,  M.A.  With  Notes,  Illustrations,  Views,  and  Plans. 
Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  '2s.  6d, 

The  Mental  and  Moral  Dignity  of  Woman.     By  Rev.  B,  Parsons. 

Second  Edition,  foolscap  Ovo.,  4^^. 

"  Woman  is  the  glory  of  man." — Apostle  Paul. 
BY    THE    SAME    ACTHuR. 

Education  the  Birthright  of  every  Human  Being,  and  the  only 

Scriptural  Preparation  for  the  Millennium  ;  exhibiting  the  present  imperfect  State 
of  Popular  Instruction,  and  the  Means  of  rendering  it  effectual  for  the  Salvation 
of  the  Country  and  the  World.     8vo,,  sewed,  os. 

Anti-Bacchus :  an  Essay  on  the  Crimes,  Diseases,  and  other  Evils  con- 
nected with  the  Use  of  Intoxicating  Drinks.  Fourteenth  Thousand,  8vo.,  sewed,  "2^?. 
"  We  conjure  our  readers  to  give  this  volume  an  attentive,  candid  perusal,  from  a  decided 
conviction  that,  in  proportion  a*  its  circulation  is  promoted,  and  its  contents  are  iaipartially 
read,  will  be  stayed  one  of  the  most  dreadful  e%-iJs  that  ever  afflicted  the  human  race," — 
Methodist  New-Connexion  MagaziJie. 

The  Wine  Question  settled,  in  accordance  ^vith  the  Inductions  of 

Science  and  the  Facts  of  History;  in  which  particular  Reference  is  made  to  the 
Character  of  ancient  Drinks,  especially  the  Wines  of  Scripture.  l'2mo.,  sewed, 
Ls\  6d. 

Now  ready,  Second  Edition,  in  18mo.,  price  -id., 

A  Manual  explanatory  of  Congregational  Principles.     By  Rev. 

George  Pat>-e,  LL.D. 

This  day  is  published,  lOmo.,  cloth,  price  Is.  (W., 

Oui'  Age  and  Our  Country.      Thoughts  on  the  Past,  the  Present, 

and  the  Probable  Future  of  England  and  the  World,  suggested  by  the  Great 
Exhibition  of  the  Arts  and  Indu&try  of  all  Nations  in  lu.51.  By  Rev.  A.  E. 
Pearce. 

The  Constitution  of  Apostolical  Churches ;  or,  Outlines  of  Congre- 
gationalism; with  Two  Addresses  suited  to  the  Times.  By  Rev.  J.  S.  Pearsall. 
Second  Edition,  12mo.,  cloth,  2.*.  Gd. 

ApoUos ;  or,  the  Scholar  doing  Homage  to  Divine  Revelation.  By  the 
same  Author.     Price  6d.,  or  5i\  per  dozen. 

Faith  and  Order.     Hints  to  Candidates  for  Church  Fellowship.     By 

the  same  Author.     Price  3'/. ;  gilt  edges,  -it/. 
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The  Life,  Times,  and  Missionary  Enterprises  in  Soutli  Africa, 

and  the  British  Isles,  of  the  Rev.  John  Campbell  ;  written  chiefly  by  Himself. 
With  Specimens  of  his  Correspondence  with  the  Countess  of  Leven,  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  John  Newton,  Scott  the  Commentator,  &c.  &c.  By  Robeiit  Philip.  Post 
8vo.,  with  Portrait,  cloth,  10s. 

Life  of  the  Rev.  William  MUne,  D.D.,  Missionary  to  China.    With 

Biographical  Annals  of  Asiatic  Missions  from  Primitive  to  Protestant  Times; 
intended  as  a  Guide  to  Missionary  l^pirit.  By  the  same  Author.  Post  ovo.,  cloth, 
with  Portraits  of  Dr.  and  Mrs  Milne,  7s.  6d. 

Jamaica;  its  Past  and  Present  State.     By  Rev.  James  M.  Phil- 

Lippo,  Twenty  Years  a  Missionary  in  that  Island.  Third  Thousand,  post  8vo., 
cloth,  with  many  Engravings,  ds.  6d. 

"  A  volume  of  enchanting  interest,  which  equals  those  of  Williams  and  IMoffat,  presenting 
a  most  instructive  and  entertaining  view  of  the  state  of  society  in  Jamaica,  and  vtritten  m  a 
spirit  which  inspires  implicit  confidence  in  the  narrator."— P«/)70^. 

The  Missionary's  Reward;    or,  the   Success   of  the  Gospel  in  the 

Pacific.  By  Geo.  Pritchard,  Esq.,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul  at  the 
Navigators*  Islands,  South  Seas.  With  an  Introduction  by  the  Rev.  John 
Angell  James.    Second  Thousand,  beautifully  illustrated,  foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  4.5. 

Procrastination ;   or,  the  Vicar's  Daughter.     A  Tale.     Third  Edition, 

with  Frontispiece,  foolscap  8vo.,  elegantly  bound,  3s.  6d. 

"The  Tliird  Edition  of  a  deeply-interesting  volume,  which  should  be  read  by  every 
young  lady  throughout  the  kingdom." 

"  We  arc  not  surprised  that  the  Third  Edition  of  this  work  has  been  required.  Such  are 
its  excellences,  that  its  real  character  can  only  require  to  be  known  to  obtain  for  it  a  very 
extensive  circulation.  It  most  felicitously  describes  the  evils  of  a  disposition  to  procras- 
tinate, putting  oflF  from  time  to  time  the  momentous  duty  of  giving  unreservedly  the  heart, 
to  God,  and  making  an  open  avowal  of  discipleship  to  Christ." — Wesley  an  Association 
Magazine. 

Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  Rev.  John  Williams,  Missionaiy  to  Poly- 
nesia. Compiled  from  his  Journals,  Correspondence,  and  other  Authentic  Sources. 
By  Rev.  E.  Prout.  One  handsome  volume  8vo.,  cloth  lettered,  with  Portrait, 
&c.,  I2s. 

Cheap  Edition,  uniform  with  "Williams's  Missionary  Enter- 
prises."    Royal  8vo.,  sewed  3s.;  cloth  As. 

Wild  Flowers ;  or,  Poetic  Gleanings  from  Natiu-al  Objects,  and  Topics 
of  Reli<rious,  Moral,  and  Philanthropic  Interest.  By  Miss  C.  S.  Pye.r.  Foolscap 
8vo.,  cloth,  4s. 

Songs  of  Freedom,  for  the  School  and  Play-ground.    Adapted  to 

Popular  Airs,  and  designed  to  inspire  our  Rising  Youth  with  a  Love  of  Civil  and 
Religious  Liberty.     By^the  Author  of  "  Wild  Flowers.''    Square  1 0'mo.,  sewed,  1  s. 
Masters  and  Committees  of  British,  Cong^regational,  and  Ragged  Schools,  will  find  these 
Songs  well  fitted  to  aid  the  instruction  they  respectively  impart. 

Hebrew  Grammar ;  containing  a  Copious  and  Systematic  Develop- 
ment of  the  Etymology  and  Punctufition  of  that  Language.  By  Rev.  Samuel 
Ransom.     1  vol.  8vo.,  cloth,  5s. 

Religions  Life  in  the  Established  Church.     In  Twelve  Letters, 

addressed  to  Pious  Episcopalians.     By  a  Friend.     With  a  Prefatory  Address  to 
the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Baptist  Noel,  M.A.     Foolscap  Ovo.,  cloth,  2^.  Gc/. 
This  day  is  published,  8vo.,  sewed,  price  Is., 
The  Moral  Conflict.    A  Sermon,  preached  before  the  London  Mission- 
ary Society,  at  the  Tabernacle,  on  Wednesday  Evening,  May  14th,  185L     By 
Rev.  David  Rees. 
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Lessons  of  Life  and  Death ;  a  Memorial  of  Sarah  Ball.     By  Eliza- 
beth Ritchie.     Second  Edition,  cloth,  25.;  silk,  35. 

"A  beautiful  narrative,  to  which  we  would  earnestly  invite  the  attention  of  our  youthful 
readers . ' ' —  Christian  Exa miner. 

Lectures  on  tlie  Book  of  Revelation.  By  Rev.  George  Eogers.  Vols. 

I.  to  IV.,  12mo.,  cloth,  bs.  each. 

Mamma's  Lessons  on  the  History  and  Geography  of  Palestine, 

and  other  Places  mentioned  in  the  Bible,  In  Simple  and  Familiar  Conversation. 
By  Anne  jMaria  Sargeant.  Square  foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  with  ]\Iap  and  IDus- 
trations,  '25.  (v/. 

*'  A  beautiful  introduction  to  the  Bible.  No  child  can  read  it  without  being  better  pre- 
pared to  understand  the  Scriptures.  \\Tiilc  the  gifted  writer  does  not  forget  that  salvation 
is  the  great  subject  of  the  Bible,  her  book  is  full  of  facts,  taken  from  history  and  Eastern 
customs,  which  explain  many  parts  of  God's  Word.  It  is  an  excellent  Sunday  book  for  the 
young." — Juvenile  Missionary  Magazine. 

A  Word  m  Season ;    being  a  Faithful  and  Affectionate  Address  to 

Young  People,  on  leaving  Sabbath  and  other  Schools  connected  with  Places  of 
Worship.     By  the  same  Author.     18mo.,  cloth,  I5. 

This  day  is  published,  8vo.,  cloth,  price  125., 

Sermons.     By  Picv.  George  Smith,  of  Poplar. 

The  Protestant  Reformation:  a  Lecture.    By  the  same  Author.    The 

Second  and  Cheap  Edition,  od. 

"  One  of  the  most  vivid  and  telling  essays  on  the  great  subject  of  which  it  treats,  within 
so  small  a  compass,  in  our  language." — Evangelical  Magazine. 

The  Tractarian  Heresy ;   a  Voice  from  Oxford.     Tradition  ;  or,  the 

Rule  of  Religious  Belief — The  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church — The 
Christian  Ministry;  or,  Apostolic  Succession — The  Efficacy  of  the  Sacramenis — 
Auricular  Confession  and  Priestly  Absolution — The  Character  and  Tendency  of 
Tractarianism.     By  Rev.  J.  Spence,  M.A.     Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  3^. 

"  It  contains  a  calm,  courteous,  and  masterly  renew,  and,  we  think,  an  unanswerable 
refutation  of  all  the  dogmas  of  the  Tractarian  School." — O.tford  Chronicle. 

The  Scriptural  Ai'gnment  against  Apostolical  Succession,  in  its 

Fabulous  Genealogy,  its  Claim  of  Supremacy  for  Peter,  its  Graduated  Scale  of 
Ministerial  Orders,  and  its  Perversion  of  the  Rite  of  Laying  on  of  Hands.  'By 
Rev.  Thomas  Stratten.     Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  ■is. 

Just  published,  price  M.  each,  or  26-.  (dd.  per  dozen, 

The  Heavenly  Supremacy  ;  or,  the  Position  and  Duty,  at  the  Present 

Crisis,  of  those  Avho  hold  that  Christ  is  the  only  Head  of  tlie  Church.  By  Rev. 
Thomas  Stratten. 

Letters  on  Missions.     By  Eev.  William  Swan,  Jate  Missionary  in 

Siberia.  With  an  Introductory  Preface  by  "W.  Orme,  late  Foreign  Secretaiy  to 
the  London  Missionary  Society.     Second  Edition,  foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  4^\ 

The  Teacher's  Farewell :  a  Parting  Gift  to  Elder  Scholars  on  their 

leaving  the  Sunday  School.  By  the  Author  of  "  Robert's  First  Day  at  a  Sunday 
School."  With  an  Addi-ess,  by  Henry  Althans,  Esq.  Third  Edition,  18mo'., 
cloth,  gilt  edges,  2s. 

The  Christian's  Daily  Treasury;    being  a  Religious   Exercise  for 

Every  Dny  in  the  Year.  By  the  late  Rev.  E.  Temple.  Third  Edition,  12mo., 
cloth,  5*\  l^d. 

The  Domestic  Altar ;  or,  Prayers  for  the  Use  of  Families  for  One 
Month.     By  the  same  Author.     New  Edition,  12mo.,  cloth,  3o\  Gt/, 
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14  NEW   WORKS   PUBLISHED   BY   JOHN   SNOW, 

Sermons  on  various  Subjects.     Selected  from  his  Manuscripts.     By 

the  late  Rev.  E.  Temple.  With  a  Biographical  Sketch  of  the  Author,  by  his 
Widow.     Roj^al  12mo.,  cloth,  with  Portrait,  6s. 

The   Soul :   its  Nature  and  Destinies.     By  Rev.  P.  Thomson,  A.M. 
Small  8vo.,  cloth,  4s.  6d. 

"A  more  appropriate  volume  to  put  into  the  hands  of  inquiring  young  men  we  can 
scarcely  imagine.  It  will  fortify  them  against  the  scepticism  and  semi-scepticism  of  the 
age.  As  a  compendium  of  all  that  is  most  important  for  them  to  know  in  reference  to  the 
spiritual  part  of  their  being,  it  is  an  invaluable  production." — Evangelical  Magazine. 

The  Three  Kingdoms  ;  with  an  Allegory.     A  Book  for  the  Young. 

Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  35. 

"  Great  principles  are  enunciated,  in  language  at  once  beautiful  and  simple.  The  truths 
dealt  out  plainly  are  afterwards  embodied  in  the  form  of  an  allegory;  and  the  whole  is  put 
forth  in  a  style  adapted  greatly  to  interest  and  instruct  the  youuQ.'"— Biblical  Review. 

Memoirs  of  One  Hundred    Eminent    Sunday-School  Teachers. 

With  two  Essays: — 1st.  On  the  Importance  of  Sunday  Schools.  2nd.  On  the 
Office  of  Sunday-School  Teaching.  By  Rev.  Thomas  Timpson.  Second  Thou- 
sand, 18mo.,  cloth,  2s.  6d. 

"  We  are  not  surprised  to  find  this  exquisite  compilation  in  the  Second  Thousand, 
Among  all  kindred  publications,  it  stands  forth  by  itself,  peerless,  arranged  in  attractions 
which  adapt  it  to  every  class.  We  deem  the  book  a  perfect  gem ;  and  we  predict  for  it 
a  very  extensive  popularity." — British  Banner. 

The  Youth's  Key  to  the  Bible ;  including  the  Evidences  and  History 

of  the  Sacred  Books,  and  a  Dictionary  of  every  Important  Word  in  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments.  Adapted  for  the  Use  of  Families,  and  Schools,  and  Bible 
Classes.  By  the  same  Author.  Sixth  Thousand,  lomo.,  sewed,  1.?.;  cloth,  \s.  6d. 
"  Every  family  throughout  the  world  should  possess  a  copy  of  this  invaluable  little  work." 
"This  book  fulfils  the  large  promise  of  its  title.  It  is  a  solid  mass  of  beaten  gold." 
— Juvenile  3Ii'isionary  Magazine. 

Voyages  and  Travels  Round  the  World.     By  the  Rev.  Daniel 

Tyerman,  and  George  Bennet,  Esq.,  deputed  from  the  London  Missionary 
Society  to  visit  their  various  St^itions  in  the  South-Sea  Islands,  China,  India, 
&c.  Compiled  from  Original  Documents,  by  James  Montgomery,  Esq.  A  new, 
revised,  and  Cheap  Edition,  with  26  EngraWngs,  8vo.,  sewed,  Is. ;  cloth,  %s. 

Emmaus ;  or,   Communion  with  the  Saviour   at   Eventide.     By  Rev. 
John  Wapdington.     Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  4s. 

"This  book  has  in  it  all  the  witching  tranquillity  and  subdued  effulgence  of  'Even- 
tide '  It  is  a  clear  stream  of  living  water,  pure  and  peUucid,  gentle  in  its  flow,  and  fringed 
along  its  whole  course  with  verdure  and  freshness.  The  work  is  for  the  closet  or  the  family  : 
few  can  read  it  without  pleasure;  none,  we  should  hope,  without  profit.  The  volume  will 
be  a  treat  to  all  who,  combining  intellectual  taste  with  spirituality  of  mmd,  endeavour  to 
exercise  both  in  the  study  of  Scriptural  subjects.  We  wish  it  a  wide  circulation."— A^otz- 
conformist. 

Hebrew  Martyrs;  or,  the  Triumph  of  Principle.      By  Eev.  John 

Waddington.     lomo.,  cloth,  U\ 
The  Hallelujah;  or,  Devotional  Psalmody.     Part  II.     By  Rev.  J.  J. 

Waite,  and  PI.  J.  Gauntlett,  Mus.  Doc.  Super  royal  8vo.,  limp  cloth,  35.; 
imperial  8vo.,  cloth  boards,  gih  edges,  drawing-room  copy,  5s. 

.  The  Vocal  Score,  8vo.,  limp  cloth,  2s. \  and  in  separate  Parts, 

Is.  each. 

Part  I.     Revised,  Re-arranged,  and  Enlarged.      By  Rev.  J.  J. 


Waite,  and  H.  J.  Gauntlett,  Mus.  Doc.     Imperird  OcUivo  Edition,  handsome 
cloth  boards,  gilt,  price  bs. 

N.B.  The  Original  Edition,  with  Accompaniment,  and  also  the  Figured  Edition, 
will  be  continued  on  sale. 
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Psalms  and  Hymns.     By 

Isaac  Watts,  D.D. 


T,       ,  Roan  ,,  !     I^forocco 

^^n^le         Embossed,  ■  rl^^Tl'    '     Ele^nt, 
^^^-        '  Gilt  Edges.     ^'^^  E^S*^'-  ;  Gilt  Edges. 


s.  d.  i 

2  6  ' 

3  6  j 
3  6  I 
6  6  i 


Diamond  48mo 0 

Demy  32mo I  1 

Demy  18mo.,  large  type    j  3 

12mo'.,  beautiful  type  for  Old  Persons  . .  i  4 


A  Narrative  of  Missionary  Enterprises  in  the  South-Sea  Islands ; 

with  Remarks  upon  the  Natural  History  of  the  Islands,  Origin,  Languages,  Tra- 
ditions, and  Usages  of  the  Inhabitants.  Bj-  Rev.  Jonis  "Williams,  of  the 
London  Missionarj^  Society.  Beautifully  illustrated.  Forty-second  Thousand, 
post  8vo.,  cloth,  85.     Cheap  royal  8vo.,  sewed,  2.^.  (id.;  cloth,  ?js.  6J. 

The  Basis  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance ;  a  System  of  ThecJogy  with- 
out Sectarianism.  In  Eleven  Discourses.  By  Rev.  J.  De  Kewer  Williams, 
E.A.     Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  Ss.  Gd. 

Mutual  Cfhristianity;   or,   the  Duties  of  Christians  One  to  Another. 

By  the  same  Author.     18mo.,  sewed,  l.s\;  cloth,  1^.  6d.;  silk,  gilt  edges,  '2s. 

Memoirs  of  the  late  Rev.  W.  Williams,  of  Wem.     By   Eev.  W. 

Rees,  of  Liverpool.  Translated  from  the  Welsh,  by  James  Rhys  Joxes,  of 
Kilsby.  With  an  Appendix  by  the  Translator,  conttiining  Remarks  on  the 
Characteristics  of  Welsh  Preaching.     12mo.,  cloth,  A\-ith  Portrait,  3*.  Gd. 

A  Memoir  of  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  late  Thomas  Wilson, 

Esq.,  Treasurer  of  Highbur}^  College.  By  his  Son.  Containing,  also,  copious 
Notices  of  ;Mr.  Wilson,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Philip,  of  Cape  Town,  and  Rev.  J.  A. 
James,  of  Binninghara.     Second  Edition,  8vo.,  cloth,  with  Portrait,  8.v. 

A  Narrative  of  the  Greek  Mission;   or,    Sixteen   Years   in   Malta 

and  Greece.  Including  Tours  in  the  Peloponnesus,  in  the  iEgexin  and  Ionian 
Isles,  &c.    By  Rev.  S.  S.  Wilson.    Second  Thousand,  8vo.,  cloth,  illustnited,  1'25. 

Whitfield:    the    Centenary  Services  in  Celebration   of   George  Whit- 

fiekPs  Open-air  Ministrations,  held  at  the  Tabernacle,  Moorfields,  May  2L^t, 
1839.     Fcap.  8vo.,  sewed,  Lv.  Gd. 

The  Spirit  of  God  in  the  Conversion  of  the  World.      A   Sermon, 

preached  in  the  Tabernacle,  IMoorfields,  before  the  Directors  of  the  London  Mis- 
sionary Society,  May  14th,  1845.     By  Rev.  T.  Archer,  D.D.     4(/. 

The  Divine  Testimonies  ;   their  Wonderful  Character.     A  Sermon, 

preached  in  Exeter  Hall,  June  1st,  1851.     By  the  same  Author.     Id. 

Spiritual  Declension.  A  Sermon,  preached  at  Kingsland  Chapel, 
October  11th,  1846.  By  Thomas  Ayeling,  ^Minister  of  that  }.lace.  Published 
by  Request.     Gd. 

Chi'ist  and   Christianity.      A   Lecture,  delivered    to   the  Working 

Classes,  at  the  Request  of  the  Committee  of  the  Christian  Instruction  Society. 
By  the  stime  Author.     Sd. 

Great  Sights.  A  Discourse,  delivered  in  Kingsland  Chapel,  on  the 
Sabbath  preceding  the  Opening  of  the  Great  Exhibition.    By  the  same  Author.   Gd. 

The  Ragged  School  Hymn-Book.     Comprising  One  Hundred  Hymns 

for  use  in  R-agged  Schools,     -id. 

***  A  large  allowance  made  to  Schools,  on  application  direct  to  the  Publisher. 

The  Convert  from  Popery.     By  I^ev.  Jonx  Adey.     od. 
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16  NEW   WORKS   PUBLISHED   BY  JOHN   SNOW. 

The  Magistrate  and  Nonconformity.    A  Sermon,  occasioned  bj  the 

Death  of  Robert  Townley,  Esq.,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
the  Cinque  Ports.  Preached  in  the  Independent  Chapel,  Ramsgate,  on  Sunday 
Evening,  April  15th,  1849.      By  Rev.  Henry  J.  Bevis.     8vo.,  sewed,  ^d. 

The   Pure    in    Heart   seeing   God.      Two   Sermons,   preached   at 

Chapel-street  Chapel,  Worthing,  on  Sunday,  June  16th,  1847.  By  Rev.  Samuel 
Brewer.     Foolscap  8vo.,  Qd.;  cloth,  Is. 

CATECHISMS   FOR   SUNDAY   SCHOOLS. 

New  Editions  of  the  undermentioned  Catechisms,  supplied  on  the  same  terms 
they  were  sold  at  the  Union  Depot : — 

THE  ASSEMBLY'S  CATECHISM 7s.  4ri.  per  100. 

Ditto,  with  Proofs    12     0  „ 

WATTS'  FIRST   CATECHISM     5     6 

SECO]ND     ditto  5     6 

Ditto  ditto,  with  Proofs    12     0  „ 

HISTORICAL  CATECHISM    7     4 

*♦*  The  usual  Discount  from  the  above  Prices. 

The  Protestant  Reformation;    a  Tract  for  the  Peopjle.     By  Rev.  R. 

Ferguson,  LL.D.     12rao.,  Qd. 
The  Blessedness  of  Departed  Spirits.     A  Discourse,  preached  on 

the  occasion  of  the  lamented  Death  of  the  late  Mrs.  Eltzabeth  Fry.  By  the 
same  Author.     8vo.,  sewed,  Is. 

On  the  Advancement  of   Nations  from  the  Barbarous  to  the 

Civilized  State.  By  Rev.  J.  J.  Freeman,  Home  Secretary  to  the  London  Mis- 
sionary Society.     M. 

A  Tribute  of  Affectionate  Respect  to  the  Memory  of  the  Fathers 

and  Founders  of  the  London  Missionary  Society.  By  Rev.  Joun  Angell 
James.     8vo.,  sewed.  Is. 

The  Christian  Workman ;  a  Memoir  of  William  Pvobinson,  Hayton, 

Aspatria,  Cumberland.  With  nn  Abstract  of  his  Essay  on  the  Sabbath,  as  one  of 
the  1045  Working-men  Prize  Essayists.  By  ^V.  Knigut,  Pastor  of  the  Church, 
Aspatria.     18mo.,  cloth,  I5. 

Dialogue  with  a  Romish  Priest.     By  Piev.  R.  Knill.     If/.,  or  100 

for  7s. 

The  Princes  of  Earth  ;  or,  Christ's  Kingdom  Perpetuated  by  Succes- 
sion, and  Advanced  by  Superiority.  A  Missionary  Sennon.  By  Rev.  Samuel 
Martin.     4^. 

Deeds  from  Thoughts.     By  Rev.  Samuel  Martin,  2>d. 

The  Morning  Walk.     Id.,  or  Is.  per  100. 

This  interesting  little  book,  of  which  Ei;,dit  Thousand  Copies  have  been  sold 
at  the  price  of  Sixpence,  is  now  reduced  to  One  Penny,  in  the  hope  that  irrrat  and 
lastinrr  ;^rood  may  result  from  its  still  more  extended  circulation.  It  is  particularly 
recommended  to  the  notice  of  Christian  Instruction  Societies  and  of  Sunday-School 
Teachers- 

The  Irish  Harp  on  the  Willows ;  or,  Thoughts  aud  Solicitudes  re- 
specting the  Cause  of  Christ  in  Ireland.  By  Rev.  J.  D.  Smith,  Kingstown, 
Ireland.     Third  Tliousand,  4(/. 

A  Voice  from  the  West ;  or,  the  Claims  aud  Conditiou  of  Coimaught. 
By  the  same  Author.     Fourth  Thousand,  8vo.,  \d. 

Is  Mr.  O'ConneU  in  Purgatory  ?  By  the  same  Autlior.  Thirty- 
third  Tliousand,  price  One  Halfpenny;  or  2^.  Gd.  per  100,  for  distribution  among 
the  Catholics  of  England  and  Ireland. 
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NEW    WOPvKS    PUBLI>SHED    BY    JOMX    SXOW^ 

The  Scriptural  Argument  against  Apostolical  Succession,   in  its 

Fabulous  Genealogy,  its  Claim  of  Supremacy  for  Peter,  its  Graduated  Scale  of 
Ministerial  Orders,  and  its  Perversion  of  the  Rite  of  Laying  en  of  Hands.  By 
Rev.  TnoMAS  Stratten.     Foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  4.5. 

Just  published,  price  od.  each,  or  %.  Qd.  per  dozen, 

The  Heavenly  Supremacy  ;  or,  the  Position  and  Duty,  at  the  Present 

Crisis,  of  those  who  hold  that  Christ  is  the  only  Plead  of  the  Church.  By  Rev. 
Thomas  Si'^43p:^E'N.. 

Letters  on  ^MEfSsioni.'  "By  Rev.  Willl^i  S^Y^j^Q^atc^Mi^sionarvJn 
Siberia.  With  an  Introductory  Preface J>y  W,  Orme,  late  r  oKoIui  Srcrete^  to 
the  London  Missionary  Society.     Second  JSdition,  foolscap  8vo^  cloth,  46-.  ^^ 

The   Teacher^s  Farewell :  a  Parting  Gift  to  Elder  Scholars  on  their 

leaving  the  Sunday  School.  By  the  Author  of  "  Robert's  First  Day  at  a  Sunday 
Schoi)!.''  With  an  Address,  by  Henry  Althans,  Esq.  Third  Edition,  l8mo.. 
cloth,  gilt  edges,  2,s. 

The  Chiistian's  Daily  Treasury;    being  a  Pteligious   Exercise  for 

l']very  Day  in  the  Year.  By  the  late  Rev.  E.  Temple.  .  Third  Edition,  1*2di(»., 
cloth^  5^.  Gd. 

.  The   Domestic  Altar ;  or,  Prayers  for  the  Use  of  Families  for  One 

ISIonth.      By  the  siime  Author.     New  Edition,  P2mo.,  cloth,  os.  Gd. 

Sermons   on  various  Subjects.     Selected  from  his  Manuscripts.     F>y 

the  lute  Rev.  E.  Temple.  With  a  Biographical  Sketch  of  tke  Author,  by  his 
^V^iDOW.     Ro\al  F2mo.,  cloth,  with  Portrait,  6s, 

Soul :   its  Nature  and  Destinies.     By  Pvev.  P.  Thomsox,  A.i\I. 

•  '.\,  cloth,  4s.  Gd. 

-'ijiropriate  volume  to  put  into  the  hands  of  inquiring  young-  mf"  mc-  can 
\     It  will  fortify  theui   against   the  scepticism  and  senu-sce]itic':-vn  of  the 
ndium  of  all  that  is  most  important  for  them  to  know  in  refertjice  to  the 
^eir  being,  it  ia;  an  invaluable  production." — Eriui'^clirnl  Maguziiif. 

.mgdoms^';  with  an  Allegory.     A  Book  for  the  Young. 

ws^o.,  cloth,  3.^. 

._'at  principles  are  enunciated,  in  languaf?e  at  once  beautiful  and  simple.     The  truths 
.  out  plainly  are  afterwards  embodied  in  the  form  of  an  allegory;  and  the  whole  is  put 
yrth  in  a  style  adapted  greatly  to  interest  and  instruct  the  young." — Biblicul  Jirrinr. 

moirs   of  One   Hundred    Eminent    Sunday-Scliool  Teachers. 

\\"\[h  two  Essays: — ist.  On  the  lmp(»rtance  of  Sunday  Schools.  -211(1.  On  the 
:)(hce  of  Sundav-School  Teachmo-.  Bv  Rev.  Thomas  TimpswJs.  Second  Thoii- 
vind,  Iflmo.,  cloth, '2.S'.  6d. 

••We  are  not  surprised  to  find  this  excpiisite  com])ilation  in  the  See(iiKj?fl"'housand. 
Among  all  kindred  pul)lieations,  it  stands  forth  by  itsdf,  peerless,  arrang.-d  in  attractions 
which  adapt  it  io  every  class.  We  deem  the  boolc  a  i»erfect  gem;  and  we  i:)redict  for  it 
a  \ery  extensive  popularity." — Jjri/ish  Baniirr. 

3  Youth's -Key  to  the  Bible;  inelnding  tbc  Evidences  and  History 
if  the  Sacred  Books,  nnd  a  Dictionary  of  every  Important  ^Vo^d  in  the  OKI  and 
New  Testaments.  Adapted  for  the  T'se  of  Families,  and  Schools,  and  Bil>Ie 
L'lns^os.  By  the  same  Author.  Si.xth  Thousand,  lomo.,  sewed,  l.y.;  cloth,  l.v.  Gd. 
"  rCverv  family  throughout  the  world  shouhl  possess  a  eopyof  this  invaluable  little  work." 
'•This 'book   fulfils   the  large  promise  of  its  title.     It  is  a  solid  mass  of  beaten  gold." 

Voyages  and  Tra.vels  Eound  the  World.     By  tlie  lu-v.   Daniel 

Tyerman,  and  George  Bennet,  Esq.,  dejiu'cd  from  tlio  London  Missionary 
S 'cietv  to  visit  their  various  Stations  in  the  Soutli-Sca  Islands,  China,  India, 
6ce.  Compiled  from  (Jri.uinal  Documents,  hy  .Ia.mes  jMontgoviehv,  I'^sq.  A  new, 
revised,  and  Cheap  Edition,  with  2G  Engravings,  8vo.,  sewed,  7.^.;  cloth,  o.y. 
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Emmaus ;  or,    Cummunion  with   the  Saviour   at   Eventide.     B\-  lipv. 
John  W'alungtox.     Foolscaj)  8vo.,  cloth,  4*-. 

-This  book  has  in  it  all  the  witching  tranquillity  and  subdued  eifu\::enco  of  ^  Even- 
tide. It  IS  a  clear  stream  ot  living  water,  pure  and  pellucid,  trentle  in  its  flow,  and  frin-ed 
aionp:  it.  whole  course  with  verdure  and  treshness.  The  work  i;  for  the  closet  or  the  famd v  • 
e-a  can  read  it  without  pleasure;  none,  we  should  hope,  uithout  profit.  TK-  vo'ume  w  U 
be  a  treat  to  all  w-l.o,  combining  uitellectual  taste  widi  spintualirv  of  mind  end:^v^r 
"c^^fyrliT     '"^  ^^ ^  ^'  "*  ^'^"P^''''^^  sul:.jects.     We  uish  it  a  wide  circuktion.-'-A-o;)- 

Hebrew  Martyrs;  or,   the   Triumph   of  Principle.      IW   Rev.   Joiix 

Waddixgtox.     iJ.lrao.,  cluth,  Is. 

The  HaLIelujali;  or.  Devotional  P.^ahnudy.     Part  II.     Py  P.-^-.  J.  J. 

\^\vitj:.   Olid  H.  J.  GAfNiLEXT,  M\.\s.  Doc.     Super  roval   b'vo     imp  chi],   ' -^^  • 
imperial  8^-o.,  cloth  boards,  gilt  edges,  drawing-room  copy,  5v.      '  "     '   '  "  ' 

: The  Vocal   Score,   8vo.,   limp  doth,  'Js.;  and   in  v^parate  Part- 

— Part  T.     Revise.!,  Re-arranged,  and   Enlarged.      Pv  R,-v    T     T 

^  AiTE,  and  H.  J.  Gauntlett,  Mas.  Doc.  Imperial  Octavo  Ediii^m.  h.nd.-'-'nJ 
cloth  boardS;  gilt,  price  5s. 

NB.  The  Original  Edition,  with  Accompaniment,  an<l  als-.  th-  Fi-iired  Editi.-n 
^^■lll  be  continued  on  sale. 

A  Narrative  of  Missionary  Enterprises  in  the  South-Sea  Islands ; 

witli  Remarks  upon  the  Natural  Historv  of  the  Islands.  Ori-in.  Ean-ua-o.  Tr/ 
ditions,  mul  Lsages  of  the  Inhabitants.  By  Rev.  Jmix  M'tlliI^js;  of  ih- 
Lonrlon  ^IisM,.nary  Society.  Beautifidlv  illustrated.  Fortv-M-cond  Tlmu-and 
post  bvo.,  cloth,  l!^.     Cheap  royal  8vo.,  sewed,  2s.  (k/.;  cloTh,"3s.  i;,/. 

The  Basis  of  the  Evangelical  i^lliance;  a  Sv.tein  nf  Th.  ,h.-v  ^^itl,- 

nut  Secrariani.m.  In  Elev.n  Discourses.  Bv  Rev.  J.  De  KrwEr  ^Vri'-i^ 
E.A.      loulscap  ovo.,  cloth,  3s.  6,J. 

A  Menioii'  of  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  late  Thoiiias  'V'l  on 

Esq.,  Treasurer  of  Highbury  CoUcue.  Bv  his  Sox.  rnntairdr  ^  -d  o  „  •<,.' 
Notux^  ot  ^Mr.  AVilson,  b;  R.v.  Dr.  Philip,  of  Cape  To^^l.  rn.d'  R,  V.  .['  '\^ 
.'A3IES,  of  Birnnngham.     Second  Edition,  Jlvo.,  ch-th.  wiih  Portnm    C^ 

A  Narrative  of  the  Greek  Mission;   ,.r.    Sixteen    Years   in    Malta 

and  (u-eece^  Includmg  'D.urs  in  the  Peloponnesus,  in  the  .E.ean  and  Imdan 
^''''"  '^'-     ^>'  ^''''-  ^-  ^-  ^^  '^'^^^'    S^'C'-nd  Thousand,  ovo.,  cloih,  illusnat.d,  TV 

The  Spirit  of  God  in  the  Conversion  of  the  World.      \   S.iTnnn 

Feached  m  the  Tabernacle,  M.-.rHelds,  beR>re  the  Director^  of  tholond.n  AUs- 
sionary  ^ocK-ty,  May  l4th,  1;;45.     Bv  Rev.  T.  Ancnrn.  H  :^      4,/ 

The  Divine   Testimonies  ;   their  Wonderlul  Cliaraeter.     A  Senn-.n 

preached  m  Exeter  Hall,  June  Ist,  1851.     Bv  the  .ame  Author.     -,/ 

Christ  and   Christianity.      A    Leeture.  deliv.r.al    t«.   th.  \V.rk^.. 

Great   Sights       A   Di.eourse,  delivered  in  Kin^%nd   rhap.h  on   th.- 
^.bbath  preceding  the  Openingof  the  (Ireat  Exhibition.^    Bv  th,.  .nme  luthor    (!,/ 

The  Convert  from  Popery.     By  Pev.  Joiix  Amy      :^/ 
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